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Ambassador Yovanovitch’s
early replacement
sparks outcry

by Matthew Dubas

PARSIPPANY, NJ. — U.S. Ambassador
to Ukraine Marie Yovanovitch is set to
depart in May, in accordance with a
“three-year diplomatic assignment in
Kyiv in 2019 as planned,” a USS. State
Department spokesperson stated to
RFE/RL on May 6. Ambassador
Yovanovitch was scheduled to vacate
the post in July.

“Her confirmed departure date in
May aligned with the presidential
transition in Ukraine,” which elected a
new president in April, the spokesper-
son said, adding, “The team at U.S.
Embassy Kyiv, and in Washington, con-
tinues to work closely with the
Ukrainian government and civil soci-
ety to strengthen our partnership.”

Interfax reported on May 7 that the
U.S. Embassy in Ukraine had con-
firmed that the U.S. ambassador would
be leaving her post in May. RFE/RL
reported that Embassy staff, who
spoke on condition of anonymity, con-
firmed that Ambassador Yovanovitch’s
last day would be May 20.

U.S. diplomats said they highly val-
ued Ms. Yovanovitch's dedication to
strengthening ties between Ukraine
and the U.S, and said they would con-
tinue to work with Ukraine on neces-
sary reforms for providing Ukraine’s
long-term success.

There is no word yet on candidates
to succeed Ms. Yovanovitch as ambas-
sador to Ukraine. However, the chargé
d'affaires will serve as interim ambas-
sador until a new one is nominated
and confirmed.

Rep. Eliot I. Engel (D-N.Y.), chairman
of the House Committee on Foreign
Affairs, and Rep. Steny Hoyer (D-Md.),
House majority leader, issued a state-
ment on May 7 in response to the
news of Ambassador Yovanovitch's
departure from her post, alleging a
“political hit job.”

“Ambassador Yovanovitch is a dedi-
cated public servant and a diplomat of
the highest caliber who has represent-
ed the United States under both
Republican and Democratic adminis-
trations. The White House's outra-
geous decision to recall her is a politi-
cal hit job and the latest in this admin-
istration’s campaign against career
State Department personnel. It's clear
that this decision was politically moti-
vated, as allies of President Trump had
joined foreign actors in lobbying for

(Continued on page 19)

Zelensky wavers on parliamentary elections,
while outlining administration priorities

by Mark Raczkiewycz

KYIV - Newly elected President
Volodymyr Zelensky suggested he won't nec-
essarily pursue early parliamentary elec-
tions after getting sworn in later this month.
His comment came following a May 7 meet-
ing with European Union Enlargement
Commissioner Johannes Hahn in Kyiv.

His press service cited Mr. Zelensky on
the need for a new election law that implied
he wants to have 450 seats in the legislature
elected solely on open party lists.

Currently, half the legislature is filled via
single-mandate constituencies that watch-
dogs and advocacy groups say leads to
rampant vote buying and corruption. The
existing electoral system has another 225
seats allocated proportionally to lists of
candidates from political parties and elec-
toral blocs that cross the 5-percent thresh-
old. Bribery is also suspected, whereby
unlisted candidates pay to get on party lists
to enjoy the benefits of being a lawmaker
while their names remain hidden (only the
first five names from each list appear on
the ballot) and gain immunity from prose-
cution once they're elected.

Earlier, the incoming president insisted,
in a Facebook post that included a letter he
had sent to Verkhovna Rada Chair Andriy
Parubiy, that his inauguration should take
place on May 19. That would afford him
time to dismiss Parliament and call for pre-
term elections to avoid a lame-duck period

ze2019.com

President-elect Volodymyr Zelensky is seen with the heads of the Council of Rabbis of

Ukraine in Kyiv during a May 6 meeting at which he spoke about engaging in dia-

logue with people living in the Russian-occupied parts of the Donbas and countering

anti-Semitism in the country. Mr. Zelensky has been meeting with the country’s reli-
gious leaders as his inauguration day approaches.

for his legislative initiatives, which include
eliminating immunity for certain categories
of elected officials, enacting a presidential
impeachment law and getting a prime min-
ister approved for a new government.
Regular parliamentary elections are sched-
uled for October 27.

The uncertainty surrounding the politi-
cal maneuvering means Ukraine might see
a delay in getting its second installment
from an International Monetary Fund
(IMF) loan this summer, Ukraine Business

News reported, citing JP Morgan and the
Swiss investment bank UBS.

Kyiv got the first tranche of $1.4 billion
as part of a new $3.9 billion stand-by
arrangement in December 2018. “Both
Zelensky and most politicians are likely to
call for populist measures rather than IMF-
required reforms,” JP Morgan economists
Nicolaie Alexandru and Trang Nguyen
wrote in a note.

(Continued on page 13)

UWC condemns anti-Ukrainian violence during Russian rally in Portugal

uwc

TORONTO - The Ukrainian World
Congress (UWC) on May 7 condemned the
violence committed against representatives
of the Ukrainian community on May 5 in
Lisbon by participants of the Russian initia-
tive “Bessmertnyi Polk,” or “Immortal
Regiment,” during a rally commemorating
the so-called Great Patriotic War (1941-
1945) in which the USSR fought Nazi
Germany.

Members of the Ukrainian community
were attacked for standing alongside par-
ticipants of the rally with placards inform-
ing the people of Portugal about the crimes
of Joseph Stalin and Russia’s military
aggression in the Donbas region of Ukraine.

The UWC called on the Portuguese
authorities to launch an immediate investi-
gation into the incident. Particularly trou-
bling was that fact that local police, despite
being forewarned, made no effort to inter-
vene and did not organize the necessary

security for the event that led to this vio-
lence by pro-Russian demonstrators.

Founded in Russia, the “Bessmertnyi
Polk” initiative is largely believed to be
financed from the Russian state budget. It
seeks to present Soviet totalitarianism in a
positive light, whitewash the horrific
crimes of Soviet Communism and affirm
the cult of Stalin and the Soviet Union’s vic-
tory in World War 1l. Since the beginning of
Russia’s military aggression in Ukraine in
2014, the “Bessmertnyi Polk” has become
very active internationally, attempting to
discredit Ukraine and justify Russia’s occu-
pation of Ukraine and illegal annexation of
Crimea.

These anti-Ukrainian acts of violence are
on the rise. According to reports filed with
the Royal Canadian Mounted Police and
Ottawa Police Service, last year on May 9 at
the Canadian War Museum in Canada’s
capital city of Ottawa, a group of neo-Soviet
demonstrators violently attacked a
Canadian citizen for holding a Ukrainian

flag at a Soviet Victory Day rally.
“Anti-Ukrainian violence and hate-
crimes that are apparently organized with
Russia’s diplomatic and government sup-
port are on the rise and must be stopped by
governments around the world,” stated
UWC President Paul Grod. “Today, Ukraine
is on the frontline of the struggle against
Russian imperialism. On the eve of com-
memorations marking the so-called Soviet
Victory Day on May 9, the UWC urges the
international community to condemn the
crimes of the Soviet totalitarian regime and
Putin’s hybrid war against Ukraine and its
people both in Ukraine and around the
world. Displays of symbols such as the
Soviet hammer and sickle and the
Gregorian [St. George] ribbon that repre-
sent hate or terror must be outlawed from
public lands and buildings. We call upon
the global community, governments and
law enforcement agencies to take active
measures in order to prevent further anti-
Ukrainian hate crimes around the world”
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Russia punishing Ukraine
a er the presidential election

by Vladimir Socor
Eurasia Daily Monitor

The Kremlin is disappointed and angry
with the Ukrainian presidential election’s
landslide winner, Volodymyr Zelensky. The
president-elect may have over-fulfilled
Moscow’s forecasts by defeating the incum-
bent, President Petro Poroshenko, by 73
percent to 25 percent in the April 21 runoff
(Ukrayinska Pravda, April 22). Moscow had
expected Mr. Zelensky's candidacy to signal
the start of backtracking from President
Poroshenko’s and his government’s policies
of resisting Russian military aggression and
orienting Ukraine toward the West. Instead
of backtracking, however, and despite ini-
tial hesitations, Mr. Zelensky’s presidential
campaign evolved toward affirming conti-
nuity with Ukraine’s existing policies
toward Russia and toward the West.

Openly pro-Russia candidates with their
narrow voter bases had no chances of win-
ning this election, and the Kremlin did not
invest in them. Instead, it hoped that the
broad electoral coalition behind Mr.
Zelensky would defeat President
Poroshenko, the Kremlin's designated arch-
enemy. Moscow did not invest in Mr.
Zelensky’s candidacy either, and was
undoubtedly wary of his links with the
tycoon lhor Kolomoisky. Yet, Moscow saw
Mr. Zelensky (as did many in Ukraine and
abroad) as a product of Ukraine’s
Russophone southeast, without a clear
national identification, the figurehead of an
ad hoc electoral coalition that could remove
Ukraine’s “party of war” from power, seek
“peace” on Russian-approved terms, and
scale down Ukraine’s Euro-Atlantic ambi-
tions. Moscow was probably at work to infil-
trate and subvert Mr. Zelensky’s entourage,
aiming to influence a president-in-waiting
whose political experience was nil.

Nevertheless, Mr. Zelensky's campaign
moved increasingly toward embracing
Ukrainian patriotic positions, particularly
during the final two weeks before the run-

off. Candidate Zelensky repeatedly asserted
that Crimea belongs to Ukraine and he
would never give it up to Russia. He would
certainly support talks for a more effective
ceasefire along the demarcation line in
Donbas, and would adhere to the Minsk
process. However, Mr. Zelensky in fact cir-
cumvented the Minsk terms (just as
Ukraine’s official policy does) by turning
down a special status for the Donetsk and
Luhansk territories, refusing to hold any
dialogue with their leaders, rejecting the
idea of an amnesty for those leaders and
their troops involved in crimes, and charac-
terizing the nature of the conflict as
Russian aggression against Ukraine. He also
called for the removal of pro-Russia politi-
cian Viktor Medvedchuk from the talks
with Moscow on the release of military
prisoners and political detainees.

Mr. Zelensky additionally reaffirmed the
continuity of Ukraine’s orientation toward
the European Union and the North Atlantic
Treaty Organization (NATO). And, though a
Russophone person himself, he supported
the position of the Ukrainian language as a
sole state language (Liga.net, Ukrinform,
April 10-20).

Moscow has been prompt to demon-
strate its disappointment and anger. On
April 18 (three days before the election
runoff in Ukraine), Russian Prime Minister
Dmitry Medvedev announced restrictions
on the export of crude oil and oil deriva-
tives (diesel fuel, liquefied petroleum gas)
to Ukraine, effective from June 1. Russian
oil and those refined products shall hence
be exported to Ukraine on the basis of a
complicated system of special licenses, on a
case-by-case basis. This should create
ample scope for manipulation or the with-
holding of supplies. The impact on Ukraine
could be even harder in the event that
Russia undertakes to manipulate oil deliv-
eries to Ukraine’s other supplier, Belarus. In
the same move, Mr. Medvedev announced

(Continued on page 12)

Poroshenko speaks on Remembrance
and Reconciliation Day in Kyiv

Presidential Administration of Ukraine/Mykola Lazarenko

KYIV — President Petro Poroshenko delivered a speech to commemorate the Day of
Remembrance and Reconciliation at Kyiv's National Museum of the History of Ukraine
in the Second World War on May 8. “The new Armed Forces of Ukraine are the guar-
antors of the preservation of Ukrainian statehood and of all transformations in the
country. My most important task in the position of the president was to do everything
in my power to change the critical situation brought to the army at the time of Russian

aggression,” he said.

Zelensky: Relations far from ‘brotherly’

Ukrainian President-elect Volodymyr
Zelensky has said that current ties between
Kyiv and Moscow cannot be called “broth-
erly” and the two countries now have little
in common outside a shared border. In a
Facebook post on May 2, Mr. Zelensky
reacted to recent comments by Russian
President Vladimir Putin, who said that
Russians and Ukrainians had “lots in com-
mon.” Mr. Zelensky wrote: “The reality is
that today, after [Russia’s] annexation of
Crimea and [its] aggression in [Ukraine’s
eastern region of] Donbas, the ‘common’
thing that is left is the state border: 2,295
kilometers and 400 meters. And Russia
must give back to Ukraine control over
each millimeter. Only after that can we look
for what is still ‘common’ between us” He
said Russian actions such as banning oil
exports to Ukraine, holding Ukrainian citi-
zens in Russian jails, issuing passports to
residents in territory in eastern Ukraine
controlled by Russia-backed separatists “do
not bring our countries’ relations one bit
closer;” adding, “And it is definitely impossi-
ble to call such relations ‘brotherly’ ” On
April 29, Mr. Putin said that Russians and
Ukrainians “may at the end of the day have
common citizenship, as we have lots in
common.” Mr. Zelensky’s Facebook state-
ment came a day after the Russian presi-
dent signed a decree to fast-track passports
and citizenship for people in Ukraine and
Soviet-era deportees. (RFE/RL)

Poroshenko meets with Freeland

President Petro Poroshenko on May 8
met with Canada’s Minister of Foreign
Affairs Chrystia Freeland. Mr. Poroshenko
thanked Canada, in particular at the G-7
level, for its full support, both in terms of
reforms and counteraction to Russian
aggression. The president and the foreign
affairs minister discussed the deterioration
of the situation in the Donbas in the context
of new provocative actions of Moscow. Mr.
Poroshenko called on Canada to support
the strengthening of sanctions against
Russia in response to the so-called pass-
port decrees. The president stressed the
importance of deploying a peacekeeping
mission under the aegis of the United
Nations in the temporarily occupied part of

the Donbas, including the uncontrolled sec-
tion of the state border between Ukraine
and Russia. He thanked Canada for intro-
ducing the so-called Azov package of sanc-
tions in March in coordination with the
European Union and the United States.
Particular attention was paid to securing
the release of 24 sailors and all Ukrainian
hostages illegally detained by Russia.
Ukraine’s president also noted Canada’s
important role in building up the defense
capabilities of the Armed Forces of Ukraine.
The parties discussed potential directions
for deepening security cooperation
between Kyiv and Ottawa, as well as
Canada’s support for the possibility of
Ukraine to obtain a NATO Membership
Action Plan. Minister Freeland praised the
free and democratic nature of the presiden-
tial elections in Ukraine and noted the per-
sonal role of President Poroshenko in
ensuring the vote was free and fair.
(Presidential Administration of Ukraine)

Media watchdogs appalled by attack

International media freedom watchdogs
said they were “appalled” by the recent
brutal attack on Ukrainian journalist
Vadym Komarov and urged the country’s
authorities to do their utmost to ensure
that it does not go unpunished. In a state-
ment on May 7, the New York-based
Committee to Protect Journalists (CPJ) said
that Ukrainian authorities “should leave no
stone unturned” in identifying the motive
of the attack on Mr. Komarov and bringing
the assailants to justice. Gulnoza Said, CPJ
Europe and Central Asia program coordina-
tor, said that her organization was
“appalled by the brutal assault,” which she
said comes amid “a range of threats faced
by investigative reporters in Ukraine.” Mr.
Komarov was hospitalized and underwent
unspecified surgery following the May 4
attack in the city of Cherkasy, about 200
kilometers south of Kyiv, and as of May 7
remained in a coma. Police are treating the
case as attempted murder, but did not say
whether Mr. Komarov was targeted for his
reporting. In Paris, Reporters Without
Borders (RSF) said that Mr. Komarov is well
known in Cherkasy for his coverage of

(Continued on page 12)
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Military and defense plans of the ‘Zelensky team’: Old wine in new bottles?

by Alla Hurska
Eurasia Daily Monitor

The ongoing confrontation between
Ukraine and Russia puts heavy pressure on
incoming President-elect Volodymyr
Zelensky to take new steps to readjust
Ukrainian military capabilities. This is par-
ticularly true given Russia’s modus operan-
di within the so-called non-linear or
“hybrid” approach, where Moscow has
developed much greater expertise and
capabilities than Kyiv. In this regard, it is
worthwhile to look at some of the most
recent comments from Mr. Zelensky and his
team regarding how the new Presidential
Administration is planning to deal with
issues related to national security.

On April 18, three days before the sec-
ond round of elections, candidate Zelensky
presented his team of experts, among
whom Col. (ret.) lvan Aparshyn was identi-
fied as a defense and security advisor. Mr.
Zelensky noted that Mr. Aparshyn had been
recommended to him by Anatoliy
Hrytsenko, a former Ukrainian minister of
defense (2005-2007), who also ran in the
first round of the 2019 presidential elec-
tions (Ukrainenews.agency, April 19).
During the campaign, on February 2, Mr.
Hrytsenko stated that if he won, he would
name Mr. Aparshyn as the new head of the
Ukrainian Ministry of Defense (MoD)
(Grytsenko.com.ua, February 5).

Following Mr. Zelensky’s overwhelming
victory at the polls, Mr. Aparshyn gave a
lengthy interview on April 23 in which he
offered a number of insights into the
incoming administration’s defense thinking
— although some of his comments were
somewhat inconclusive and requiring fur-
ther explanation. Quite naturally, Mr.
Aparshyn’s comments strongly hit on con-
cerns over corruption in the defense sector.

In the middle of the presidential election
campaign, revelations emerged about mas-
sive corruption and potential illegal activity
involving the Ukrainian military-industrial
complex (see Eurasia Daily Monitor,
February 28, April 15), which Mr. Zelensky
used to attack President Petro Poroshenko.
However, the following ideas and take-
aways from Mr. Aparshyn’s interview
should also be highlighted (Telekanal ZIK,
April 23):

First, Mr. Aparshyn’s words implicitly
signified ambiguity toward Ukraine’s future
in the North Atlantic Treaty Organization
(NATO). Although he rhetorically expressed
full commitment to the idea of integration
with the North Atlantic Alliance (as well as
the desire for Ukraine’s Armed Forces to
seek technical convergence with NATO
standards), some of his statements were
nonetheless controversial. On the one hand,
he expressed excessively high hopes that
only NATO could render necessary support
to Kyiv in dealing with Russia (including
non-military support by various diplomatic
means); but on the other hand, he suggest-
ed that Alliance bases/facilities “might
never appear on the territory of Ukraine”
This ambiguity suggests either that Mr.
Zelensky’s team still has no concrete strate-
gy for dealing with NATO as such, or that
the new authorities might be tempted to
rely on a “multi-vector foreign policy” for-
mula (famously developed by former presi-
dent Leonid Kuchma) as a means to avoid
exacerbating the confrontation with Russia.

Second, Mr. Zelensky’s top defense advi-
sor spoke about the need to more effectively
apply post-2014 experience to the Armed
Forces. Specifically, he stated that the
Ukrainian Army should consist of 200,000
(maximum) highly trained professional sol-
diers, along with an active reserve that
would give the ability to increase this num-

ber to 1 million within just 24 hours.
Interestingly, this idea echoes similar pro-
posals put forth by Mr. Hrytsenko in 2005.
At that time, Mr. Hrytsenko additionally rec-
ommended creating special “rapid deploy-
ment forces” (around 29,000 soldiers and
officers, in total) that could be put into
action within several hours (maximum sev-
eral days) in case of an outbreak of hostili-
ties (Censor.net.ua, February 5, 2019).
Importantly, last month, Mr. Aparshyn also
highlighted the importance of “territorial
defense units” — an element that (if effec-
tively used) could have played a decisive
role in April 2014, after Moscow-backed
anti-governmental demonstrations broke
out in Donetsk and Luhansk. In this regard,
it is also worth pointing out that the head of
Russia’s General Staff, Army Gen. Valery
Gerasimov, has himself implicitly under-
scored the importance of territorial defense,
referring in 2013 to “control of territory” as
a key factor in confronting so-called “hybrid
threats” (Vpk-news.ru, February 26, 2013).
Mr. Aparshyn, however, did not outline the
operative principles of such formations in
Ukraine’s specific conditions.

Finally, Mr. Aparshyn spoke about priori-
tizing radio-electronic warfare capabilities,
with special emphasis on intelligence-gath-
ering devices, anti-aircraft and missile-
defense systems, communications, as well
as Electronic Warfare (EW). According to
Mr. Zelensky's defense advisor, these rather
costly yet indispensable elements could be
secured for the military through maximum
transparency and the creation of a special
central organ tasked with supervising the
state’s defense procurement initiatives (Nv.
ua, April 25). This statement, though diffi-
cult to argue against, failed to elaborate on
where the money for these key procure-
ments or new administrative bodies would
come from (Icds.ee, April 22).

The ideas expressed by Mr. Aparshyn
were harshly criticized by Dmytro Tymchuk
(a member of the Ukrainian Parliament and
a military expert), who stated that “there is
nothing new... the majority of these ideas
have already appeared virtually word for
word in the Law on National Security and
Strategic Defense Bulletin of Ukraine.”
Furthermore, Mr. Tymchuk asserted that
the same arguments on professionalizing
the Armed Forces have been repeatedly
“reiterated for years.” At the same time Mr.
Tymchuk doubted whether Mr. Aparshyn’s
key argument pertaining to maximizing the
budgetary transparency of the Ukrainian
MoD is feasible at all, since “there is not a
single country [in the world] where infor-
mation on the expenditures of even a ‘single
kopiyka' [on defense] is fully available to the
general public” (Glavcom.ua, April 24).

Another interesting comment came
from Dmytro Razumkov — Mr. Zelensky’s
advisor on internal political issues, who
might soon become the chief of staff of the
presidential office (Agropolit.com, April
22). Notably, Mr. Razumkov took a wider
view of national security. In addition to the
necessity of continuing the military build-
up and increasing the capabilities of the
Armed Forces, Ukraine, he argued, must
concentrate on diplomacy as part of a non-
military confrontation with Russia. Within
this domain he identified three main “vec-
tors” (Glavcom.ua, April 19):

» The “Normandy format” and its contin-
uation (imperfect as it is, there are no alter-
natives), and the Minsk ceasefire agree-
ments as the only available means to pre-
serve previously introduced anti-Russian
economic sanctions;

* The “American vector,” which, in Mr.
Razumkov's words, is “one of the main

(Continued on page 11)

FOR THE RECORD

Victory in Europe Day

The following statement was released by
the Ukrainian Canadian Congress on May 8.

Today marks the 74th anniversary of
Victory in Europe Day (V-E Day). On May 8,
1945, Nazi Germany surrendered uncondi-
tionally to the Western Allies and the Soviet
Union. World War Il in Europe, which had
begun in 1939 with the Nazi-Soviet invasion
and dismemberment of Poland, was ended.
After more than five years of the most bru-
tal war ever inflicted upon humanity, the
guns of Europe fell silent on May 8.

Today, we unite in solemn commemora-
tion for the millions of victims of this terri-
ble war, and in eternal gratitude to those
who fell in the service of our country in the
struggle for freedom. The memory of the
Nazi German death camps and the blood-
soaked battlefields of Europe warns us of
man'’s capacity for evil and instills in us an
eternal vigilance against inhumanity.

We pause today to pay tribute to the
brave men and women who served Canada
in World War Il. More than 45,000
Canadians sailors, soldiers and airmen
made the supreme sacrifice and over
55,000 were wounded in the struggle to
defeat tyranny. More than 1 million
Canadians served in uniform during World
War Il - among them some 40,000 of
Ukrainian origin.

Canadians fought with valor in places

such as Juno Beach, Sicily and countless
other battlefields. They fought in the
waters of the Atlantic Ocean and the
Mediterranean Sea. They fought in the
skies over France, Britain, the Netherlands
and many other places to liberate Europe
from the scourge of Nazi tyranny. We owe
our brave soldiers an eternal debt that can
never be repaid.

While on the Western front, Canada and
the Western allies liberated Europe from
Nazi despotism; on the Eastern front,
Stalin’s Soviet Union brought more oppres-
sion, death and cruelty to the captive
nations of eastern Europe.

Caught between the totalitarian and
genocidal empires of Hitler and Stalin,
Ukrainians fought with bravery against
both occupiers. Victory over Nazi Germany
brought neither peace, freedom nor deliv-
erance to Ukraine. The Ukrainian people
were forced to struggle for more than four
decades after the end of World War Il for
their liberation. We remember and honor
their sacrifices and their bravery.

Today, the people of Ukraine are forced
to fight in defense of that freedom. Russia
seeks once again to subjugate Ukraine to
Moscow’s despotism. Ukraine’s sons and
daughters again bravely take up arms to
defend their country. With God’s help, they
will be victorious.

Lest We Forget. BiuHas nam’'siTb.

Remembrance and Reconciliation Day
observed in Ukraine on May 8

Instagram/zeteam2019

ZAPORIZHIA, Ukraine — President-elect Volodymyr Zelensky (center) stands between
Paraskeva Zelenchuk-Potyak, a former courier in the Ukrainian Insurgent Army (UPA),
as she shakes hands with former Soviet Marine Capt. Ivan Zaluzhnyi in Zaporizhia on
May 8, when Ukraine commemorates the Day of Remembrance and Reconciliation
to honor the millions of military and civilian victims during World War Il in 1939-1945.
Nazi Germany unconditionally surrendered to Western allies on this day 74 years ago.
Both the UPA and Soviet armies fought the Nazi invaders during this period, but they
also fought each other as the UPA sought an independent state while utilizing guerrilla
warfare against the Red Army and other Soviet security units. Underground resistance
lasted until the late 1950s, when the last UPA units and their hideouts and safehouses
were uncovered. At least 6.5 million Ukrainians were killed in the Soviet-held part
of the country during the war, according to historian Timothy Snyder’'s book “The
Bloodlands™: 3.5 million civilians and 3 million combatants.
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Rare Ukrainian dictionaries donated to the Library of Congress

Jurij Dobczansky

WASHINGTON — Several participants of a
weeklong leadership program “Celebration
of Leadership in a Rule of Law Country”
sponsored by the U.S.-Ukraine Foundation
paid a visit to the Library of Congress on
March 21. They were accompanied by
Liudmyla Mazuka, wife of Valeriy Chaly,
Ukraine’s ambassador to the United States,
and Embassy staffers.

Following a tour of the Library’s Great
Hall, they presented 15 Ukrainian dictionar-
ies, totaling 22 volumes, to Grant Harris,
chief of the European Division, Regina
Frackowiak and Jurij Dobczansky. These
volumes are reprints of dictionaries origi-
nally published in the 1920s during the
period of Ukrainianization and subsequent-
ly banned. Five of these volumes were spon-
sored by the Kyiv-City Rotary Club. The
other 10 were published by the Ukrainian
Language Institute and the Institute of
Encyclopedic Research, both of the National
Academy of Sciences of Ukraine.

Interestingly, the Library of Congress
collection of some 900 Ukrainian dictionar-
ies had only one of the original publica-

tions. It was acquired February 21, 1930 -

the year of its publication.
The first 10 volumes of the “Dictionary

Heritage” series cover such diverse topics
as chemistry, education, business, medi-
cine, manufacturing, geology, mining,

music, proverbs, geodesy and physics.
Many include reciprocal indexes of termi-

Latin. The dictionaries are now catalogued

Valeriia Lapytska

In the Great Hall of the Library of Congress (from left) are: Regina Frackowiak, Grant Harris, Jurij Dobczansky, Liudmyla
Mazuka and Svitlana Salamatova.

the newly issued dictionaries are available
and assigned to the European Reading online. Links to the full texts are included in

nology in Ukrainian, Russian, French and Room and the general collections. Most of  the Library of Congress catalogue.

Donations to Svoboda and The Ukrainian Weekly Press Fund

as part of the UNA’s 2018/2019 Christmas Card Project

Amount Name

City, State

$1,000.00 Goy, Ira

Kebalo Family
Kushnir, Andrei

Briarwood, NY
Bethesda, MD

Shklar, Eugene Jacksonville, FL Melnyczuk, Askold Medfprd, MA
$22000 Chomiak, Theodora  New York, NY Sawchyn Doll, Irene  Morristown, NJ
- - Stawnychy Family Kinnelon, NJ
$200.00  Sarachman, Chrystyna  Philadelphia, PA Terkun, Walter Chantilly, VA
$150.00  Walchuk Family Annandale, NJ $40.00 __ Skalsky, Zdanna Montgomery Village, MD
Weseley, Orest Stockton, CA $35.00 __ Sos, Lydia The Woodlands, TX
$120.00  Cikalo, George West Orange, NJ $30.00  Berestiansky Family Chicago, IL
$105.00  Nachesty Family Northampton, PA Drobny, Daria Dearborn, MI
$100.00  Baltarowich, Lydia Warren, MI Lutwiniak, Patr.lcla Sunrise, FL
Hayda, Borys Rutherford, NJ $25.00 Breslawec, Katia Tonka Bay, MN
Holowaty, Ariadna Geneva, IL Diaczuk, Zenko Boonton, NJ
Hrycyk, Hania & Orest ~ Syracuse, NY Kulish Mary Ann Bayonne, NJ
Jakubowycz Family Brecksville, OH Lyktey, Kristine Utica, NY
Kent, Robert Riverhead, NY Mazuryk Family Danville, CA
Kobziar, Tamara Venice, FL Myskiw, Peter Phoenix, AZ
Kowalysko, Michael Gaithersburg, MD Pidwerbetsky, Alex Schenectady, NY
Leshko, Family Northampton, MA Rac, Karola Glenside, PA
Martiuk, Marijka Ramsey, NJ Rasiak Family Leesburg, VA
Onifreiczuk, Boris Watchung, NJ Wolosenko, Jarema Brookline, MA
Plaskon, Justyn Linden, NJ $2000  Awramtchuk-Klim,Iya ~ West Lafayefe, IN
Polowczak, Walter Naperville, IL Bratach, Marlene Somerset, NJ
Sluzar, Natalie North Port,FL Bubniak Family Monroe, NY
Werchniak, Andrew Hampton, NH Bybel Family Yonkers, NY
Wronskyj, Wolodymyr ~ Greenlawn, NY Celewycz, J oan Morton Grove, IL
$90.00  Clebowicz, Walter Kensington, CT gluchz%ra Fanilly ?r';((’ld’ Nﬂ) -
p— . em, Zvenyslava acksonville,
§7500 _ Dykyj, Daria — Forest ,HIHS’ NY Demidowicl)l’ Family Livingston, NJ
$70.00  Bonacorsa, Christine Beuevﬂle, NJ Dragan, Myrosia Dobbs Ferry, NY
Hordynsky, Jaroslawa Springfield, NJ Fedorko, James Rutherford. NJ
Kraynyk, Bohdan Kenmore, NY Futey Family Annapolis, MD
Kuchta, Family Houston, TX Hadzewycz Family Morristown, NJ
Popovych, Orest Howell, NJ Hnatiuk Family Warren, MI
Prytula-Kuzmowych, Holian, Michacl Elmwood Park, IL
Christina Great Falls, VA Howansky, Mark Green Brook, NJ
$60.00  McGrath, Michael Franklin Square, NY Karpenko Family Des Planes, IL
$50.00 Andrushkiw, Vera Troy, MI Kilar Family N Ft.Myers, FL
Bodnarczuk, Family Middletown, PA Klufas, Zorianna Highland Park, NJ
Cherney Family Portland, OR Kornylo, Wasyl Rochester, NY
Cienki, John Miami Beach, FL Kotsopey Family Trenton, NJ
Gamota Family San Jose, CA Kozak, Natalia Springfield, IL
Holowinsky Chen, Mary Belle Mead, NJ Kropelnyckyj Family Warren, MI
Hron Family Osprey, FL Kulas Family La Grange, IL
Hruszkewycz, Christine  Derwood, MD Makar Family Shoreham, NY
Jarosewich, Irene Passaic, NJ Mychalczak, Mykola Manlius, NY

Nesterczuk Family
Pawlyk, Luba
Petrina, Bohdan
Piaseckyj, Oksana
Pokinsky, Daria
Prokopovych, Irynej
Puzyk Family

Rub, George
Serafyn Family
Shust, Ihor

Smith, Christine
Swiatkiwsky, Stephan
Swyrydenko,Walter

Vienna, VA
Monroe, NY
Yonkers, NY
Sunny Isles Beach, FL
E Elmhurst, NY
Calabasas, CA
Osprey, FL
Belleville, MI
Warren, MI
Rydal, PA
Harrisburg, PA
Wheahield, NY
Cleveland, OH

Tarasiuk, George Newtown, PA
Woskob, George State College, PA
Yemetz, George Burbank, CA
$10.00 Andrushkiw, Pavlo Whitehouse Station, NJ
Bohdan Family Cranford, NJ
Gudz, Myron Harhord, CT
Lyktey, Jerry Whitesboro, NY
Lysak, Lydia Newnan, GA
Motyl, Mary Sunnyside, NY
Mykolayevych, Yuri Hicksville, NY
O’Hara Family Astoria, NY
Obuszczak, Vera Philadelphia, PA
Olynyk, Stephen Washington, DC
Pawluk, Borys Lansdale, PA
Romanyshyn Family Arvada, CO
Serba, Eugene Willmington, DE
Skirka, Nicholas Yonkers, NY
Skyba, Andrij Harwood Hts., IL
Slysh, Roman Raleigh, NC
Sochan, Thor Woodcliff Lake, NJ
Swanson, Family Palo Alto, CA
Trojan, Nadia Watertown, CT
$3.00 Goras, Stephan Jersey City, NJ

TOTAL: $7,368.00

Sincere thanks to all contributors
to the UNA publications’ press funds.

The Ukrainian Weekly Press Fund is the only
fund dedicated exclusively to supporting
the work of this publication.
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UNA CELEBRATES 125 YEARS: A snapshot from history, 1998

Yaroslav Kulynych

Seen above is the swearing-in ceremony of the UNA
General Assembly elected at the Ukrainian National
Association’s 34th regular Convention held on May
15-19, 1998, in Toronto. The convention brought together
227 delegates representing UNA branches across the
United States and Canada. The oath of office was admin-
istered to the new leadership by Honorary Member of the
UNA General Assembly Stephen Kuropas Sr. Elected
at the convention were: President Ulana Diachuk, First

Vice-President Stefko Kuropas, Second Vice-President
Anya Dydyk-Petrenko, National Secretary Martha
Lysko, Treasurer Stefan Kaczaraj, Director for Canada
the Rev. Myron Stasiw; Auditors William Pastuszek,
Stefan Hawrysz, Alexander Serafyn, Yaroslav Zavisky
and Myron Groch; and Advisors Taras Szmagala Jr.,
Alexander Chudolij, Tekla Moroz, Halyna Kolessa, Nick
Diakiwsky, Walter Korchynsky, Wasyl Szeremeta, Vasyl
Luchkiw, Stephanie Hawryluk, Andre Worobec, Eugene

Oscislawski, Barbara Bachynsky, Andrij Skyba and Albert
Kachkowski. This was the first UNA convention to be
held in Canada, where the first Canadian branch — St.
Michael’s Brotherhood — was founded in Toronto in 1916.

A photo archive of UNA history has been launched on the
UNA website. It is a work in progress that will be expanded
and refined. To take a look, go to unainc.org/una/the-una-is-
125-years-old/.

OBITUARY: Gloria Paschen, 92,
former vice-presidentess of UNA

PARSIPPANY, N.J. — Gloria V. Paschen (nee
Podola), the Ukrainian National Association’s
supreme vice-presidentess in 1982-1994, died
on March 28. She was 92.

Mrs. Paschen was born February 10, 1927,
and was a member of the Ukrainian National
Association since 1937. She was secretary of
UNA Branch 125 for 46 years She was actively
involved in social service work with resettled
Ukrainian displaced persons after World War I,
working with the United Ukrainian American
Relief Committee in 1947-1952.

She was actively involved in the Ukrainian
National Women'’s League of America and St.
Joseph’s Ukrainian Catholic Church Choir, and
served on the board of the Ukrainian National
Museum in Chicago.

A Republican activist, Mrs. Paschen was a mem-
ber of the Ukrainian Heritage Group of the Chicago
Nationalities Council of the Republican Party.

She served as a delegate to several UNA con-
ventions beginning in 1974 and was among the
organizers of the once popular annual UNA golf
outings. As supreme vice-presidentess, she ably
represented the UNA at a variety of Ukrainian
community events and in various community
organizations on the international, national and
local levels.

Mr. Paschen was a resident of EIk Grove Village,
Ill. (formerly of Park Ridge and Inverness).

She was predeceased by her husband,

Gloria Paschen in a photo from 1982 or 1990.

William, and a daughter, JoAnn Paschen.
Surviving are her daughters Catherine A. Evans
and Barbara R. Paschen, 10 grandchildren and
six great grandchildren.

The funeral liturgy was offered on April 1 at
St. Joseph Ukrainian Catholic Church in Chicago.
Interment was at St. Nicholas Cemetery.
Memorial donations may be made to Ukrainian
Veterans in Care of St. Joseph Church, 5000 N.
Cumberland Ave., Chicago IL 60656.
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Protecting the Ukrainian language

On April 25, the Verkhovna Rada passed a new law on languages whose primary
aim is to protect the primacy of the Ukrainian language in Ukraine. The vote tally
was 278 for, 38 against, seven abstaining and 25 not voting; it came after a review of
over 2,000 amendments in a painstaking process begun back in June 2017. The law
recognizes that language is a primary component of national identity and, as our
correspondent reported from Kyiv, it “elevates the status of the Ukrainian in nearly
every facet of life””

Why is this important for Ukraine and its people? For decades, even centuries,
Ukrainian was relegated to second-class status as a result of foreign subjugation.
Back in the 18th, 19th and 20th centuries, the use of Ukrainian was curtailed or for-
bidden by Polish and Austro-Hungarian rulers, and by such notorious tsarist-era
decrees as the Valuev Order and the Ems Ukaz. The goal, of course, was to assimilate
Ukrainians and stifle their drive toward self-determination.

Under Soviet domination, speaking Russian was necessary for advancement in
any career, while Ukrainian was considered an inferior language spoken by peas-
ants. In addition, the Ukrainian language was systematically Russified — the better to
make it look as if it was a mere dialect of the “greater” Russian language and to bring
it closer and closer to Russian in terms of letters, words, declensions, grammar, etc. It
was all part of the plan to create a Homo Sovieticus who spoke the de facto language
of the USSR, to “denationalize” the population. In fact, we still see the results of that
Russification today, both in the written and spoken language used by residents of
Ukraine. Many speakers in Ukraine are not even aware that the language they use is
one altered by forced Russification. What's more, Russian continues to dominate in
the media and business spheres.

The new law defines Ukrainian as the sole state language of Ukraine, and it
requires public servants to speak the language in their official capacities. Ukrainian
will become the language of instruction beginning in the fifth grade and continuing
into higher education. It contains provisions regarding publishing, advertising, pub-
lic events, broadcasts, computer programs and more. Notably, free centers for adult
study of Ukrainian are to be established in every region.

Still, other languages are protected. The law does not apply to private communi-
cation or the religious realm. National minorities have the right to instruction in
their native languages in pre-schools and primary schools (up to Grade 5). Moreover,
the law provides for a transition period — until September 2023 - for national minor-
ities to receive secondary education in their respective languages while the gradual
shift to Ukrainian as the language of instruction is made. Teaching minority languag-
es is allowed in private institutions (much like the “ridni shkoly” that teach
Ukrainian in our diaspora communities).

On the day the law was passed, President Petro Poroshenko emphasized: “The
flowering of the Ukrainian language after centuries of total Russification is a mission
we must accomplish. Respect for the rights of people who speak Russian and other
languages is also important. This is a European practice, which we strictly adhere to
and will adhere to. And people will quickly enough make sure that the new law does
not interfere with this in any way.” Speaking on April 29, the president underscored:
“The law on the Ukrainian language does not mean that we want to put pressure on
any other language. This is definitely not the case. This law means we must protect
our language. For it will be protected in no place in the world, except Ukraine.”

Bottom line: What the new law aims to do is right centuries of historic wrongs, to
give Ukrainian the status it deserves as the language of an independent and sover-
eign Ukraine that seeks to take its rightful place among the democratic nations of the
world —the land of proud citizens who call themselves Ukrainians.

May Turning the pages back...

18

1999

the 75th anniversary of the forced deportation.

In 1944, nearly half a million Crimean Tatars were marched
onto train cars and deported to Uzbekistan based on Soviet accusations of being Nazi col-
laborators. This was a false accusation and a means to ethnically cleanse the Crimean pen-

insula of Crimean Tatars and repopulate the area with relocated Russians.

Protesters carried signs that read, “Deportation — the Most Horrible Crime” and “We
Demand the Right to Live.” Protesters demanded inclusion into Ukraine’s political and eco-
nomic processes, as well as simpler citizenship procedures, teaching of the Crimean Tatar
language in their schools and changes to the Crimean Constitution to protect the rights of
Crimean Tatars. The gathering demanded that the Crimean Tatar flag be hoisted atop the
government building and that it, along with the Ukrainian and Crimean flags, be set at
half-mast during the two-day mourning vigil.
During the protests, three Crimean Tatars were severely beaten by the local police, said
Remse Ablaiev, a Mejlis representative. Following the brief altercation, the demonstration
continued peacefully.
Tension was high in anticipation of the protest, but President Leonid Kuchma and
Verkhovna Rada Chairman Oleksander Tkachenko flew to Symferopol the day of the pro-
test to meet with Tatar leaders to defuse the situation. Other officials who addressed the
protesters were Vice-Prime Minister of Humanitarian Affairs Valerii Smolii, National
Deputies Hennadii Udovenko and Mykola Horbal, and Chairman of the Crimean Council of

Ministers Serhii Kunitsyn.
(Continued on page 12)

Twenty years ago, on May 17-18, 1999, nearly 35,000 Crimean
Tatars gathered in the Crimean capital city of Symferopol to mark
the 55th anniversary of their forced relocation to Central Asia by
the order of Soviet dictator Joseph Stalin in 1944. This year marks

WINDOW ON EURASIA

Analyst: Zelensky playing on Putin’s fears
Ukraine could be an alternative Russia

by Paul Goble

Even before his inauguration, the incom-
ing Ukrainian president has launched an
information war against Moscow, calling on
others in the post-Soviet countries to see
what is “possible” if one does what Ukraine
is doing and offering Ukrainian citizenship
to those, including Russians, who are strug-
gling against authoritarian regimes.

To the extent he follows through on these
words, Kseniya Kirillova says, he will be con-
ducting “an active information war” against
the Kremlin and “will be struggling not so
much for territory as for the hearts and minds
of those who live there” (gha.com.ua/po-
polochkam/igra-na-chuzhom-pole-smozhet-
li-vladimir-zelenskij-perejti-v-nastuplenie-v-
informatsionnoj-vojne-s-kremlem/).

“If current President Petro Poroshenko
has placed the accent on the strengthening of
the defensive capacity of the state including
in the cultural sphere by creating an indepen-
dent Church, strengthening the Ukrainian
language and banning Russian films and even
social networks,” the U.S.-based Russian jour-
nalist says, Mr. Zelensky is doing something
even more threatening to Moscow.

He is showing his readiness to “‘open’
Ukraine’s cultural and information space
by giving the opportunity to translate the
example of Ukrainian democracy not only
to the Donbas but also to the post-Soviet
countries.” How far Mr. Zelensky will go
and how effectively this strategy will work
remains to be seen.

As Ms. Kirillova points out, “already at
the very beginning of the Ukrainian-Russian

war, many analysts noted that Putin’s real
fear was not that the post-Soviet countries
would full away from ‘the Russian world’
but that they would establish a version of
‘the Russian world’ independent from
Russia: the phenomenon of Russian culture
free from imperial propaganda”

Today, Russian officials, in expressing
their concerns that Ukrainians are not com-
memorating Victory Day, are in fact display-
ing much greater fears of something else:
the appearance in Ukraine of “an ‘alterna-
tive’ Victory Day,” one that shows that it is
possible to feel very different about that
conflict than the Kremlin wants people to.

As Ms. Kirillova puts it, “the chief fear of
the denizens of the Kremlin is not the rejec-
tion of the former Soviet republics of read-
ing Pushkin but that in them will appear a
different reading of familiar works, the
same poems and books in Russian but in
ways that do not support Russian imperial
aspirations but work against them.”

And that is true of the Moscow Patriar-
chate as well, which is less worried about
the attacks on Christianity in Ukraine it
claims to see than on “a demonstration that
there exists ‘a different Christianity; not con-
nected with Russian ‘hurrah patriotism’ and
emphasizing the messianic role of Moscow.”

The case of Crimean Tatar poetess Alie
Kenzhaliyeva is instructive. “In her vers-
es, she writes about how the pathos and
militarist ideology and cult of war propa-
gandized in contemporary Russia dese-
crates the real tragedy and memory of

(Continued on page 13)

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

Bandurist Chorus
concert in Cleveland

Dear Editor:

The Ukrainian Bandurist Chorus of
North America was an amazingly special
treat for me on March 17 at the Cleveland
Museum of Art. Under the able leadership
of the chorus’s gifted artistic director/con-
ductor, Maestro Oleh Mahlay, the concert
was one in a series given by this talented
ensemble of almost 60 singers and ban-
durists during its centennial year, continu-
ing a tradition dating back to the Kobzar
Choir of 1918. Having just completed a tri-
umphant tour of Ukraine, the ensemble is
on a US. tour, which included concerts in
Chicago and Cleveland, and continuing on
to eight other cities.

The program was rich in its content, with
favorites like “The Clouds Are Rising,” “Love
Ukraine,” “Sich Rifleman Going to War,”
“Through the Orchard” (such a fun song')
and the very American “God Bless America”
for which all stood, and which brought tears
to my eyes as | felt the gratitude for my rich
Ukrainian heritage coupled with love for the
America that has now been my home for so
many years. The enthusiastic audience
insisted on encores, which included the
energetic “Song about Tiutiunnyk”

The atmosphere was festive, exciting
and educational too, with the bandurists in
their colorful Kozak costumes, the
Ukrainian banduras providing beautiful
accompaniment to the rich voices, all inter-
woven with informative commentary, and
well-prepared video and slides, conveying
the history, highlights and future plans of

the ensemble. Mr. Mahlay is an extraordi-
narily sensitive musician, conducting the
group through subtle expressions of feeling
to stir the soul. And he’s a fine bandura
soloist as well.

Beautiful glossy programs provided
names of songs in Ukrainian and English,
with brief annotations for each song,
names of soloists, information about the
ensemble, the conductor, the Bandurist
Chorus board, the mission to educate aspir-
ing bandurists. | marveled at the amazing
dedication of all members of this organiza-
tion who live in cities scattered throughout
the U.S,, travel long distances to rehearse
and perform. They don't get paid! Too,
there must be incredible organization
behind the scenes: facilities and travel
arrangements for such a large group, trans-
porting costumes and banduras, sheet
music, collecting and managing funds, pay-
ing bills. All people must be in top form,
equipment in first-rate repair for each per-
formance. Boggles the mind. And | suppose
no one is allowed to get sick.

Toward the evening'’s end, a representa-
tive of the Cleveland City Council honored
the Ukrainian Bandurist Chorus with a
reading and presentation of the council’s
resolution officially commemorating the
ensemble’s 100th anniversary.

These gentlemen have families, careers,
responsibilities. Yet one doesn’t think
about any of this during the performance,
which transcends all cares and takes us all
to a higher plane, that of inspired, beautiful,
incredibly well-performed Ukrainian music
played by an ensemble of which we can be
proud. It's such a treasure!

Luba Cehelska
Cleveland
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PERSPECTIVES

BY ANDREW FEDYNSKY

Re ecting

My wife, Chrystia, and | watched live
television as the Notre Dame Cathedral
burned. | couldn't help but cry. For me and
millions of others, the cathedral is special.
I was a college sophomore in 1966 when |
disembarked with 39 classmates from a
trans-Atlantic voyage on the SS United
States, arriving in Paris soon after for
lunch, awaiting another train to Innsbruck
for a year abroad at the university there.

“Forget the lunch,” Vinny, an Innsbruck
alum from the year before who stayed for a
few months, told my roommate Gene and
me, “See Paris” So we took a Metro to the
Ile de la Cite. Upon arriving, we were stag-
gered by the towers, the facade with its
statues, the flying buttrusses lining up
behind. Inside, we gaped at the impossibly
high ceiling, the columns holding it up, the
side chapels and windows, where the sun
shined through rose, blue, green, yellow
glass telling of Jesus, the Apostles, the Holy
Trinity and Our Lady (Notre Dame). Inside,
it was crisp and cool, so welcome on a hot
August day. You smelled candles burning,
heard shuffling footsteps of hushed tour-
ists, passed by worshippers delivering
silent prayers. It was my introduction to
Europe, and | carry that memory to this
day, renewed a couple dozen times.

| returned to Paris that fall. Along with
friends, | climbed the winding stairs to the
bell tower, telling sophomoric jokes about
the Hunchback of Notre Dame only to be
awestruck by the massive bells and gar-
golyes just above our heads, with others
you could see if you stood on tiptoes and
peered around a corner wall, being careful
not to plunge 200 feet to the ground below
and still others just as lovingly sculpted,
their details impossible to discern from the
ground without binoculars or otherwise
see close-up, except in coffeetable books.

| was a teacher in the 1970s with the
whole summer off. | spent five vacations
back-packing in Europe with many trips to
Paris, visiting the cathedral and marveling
how people nearly a millennium ago spent
their entire lives building a shrine whose
completion neither they nor their children
or grandchildren would live to see. Each
time in such a sacred place, I'd join people
in the pews for my own private prayer.

| came late to marriage. And that’s a
good thing, because otherwise | would not
have met Chrystia. We were at a down-
town Chicago café in the fall of 1988 plan-
ning our wedding (she and her sister did
all the work; I just had to show up) and dis-
cussing where to go for our honeymoon;
the Carribean; Hawaii; Mexico, Kyiv —
maybe Paris? Of course!

My fiancée booked a room in a Left Bank
hotel with a window looking to Notre
Dame just across the River Seine a block
away. After checking in, the first thing my
wife of two days and | did was walk across
the bridge to the church, where we lit a
candle asking God’s blessing for our mar-
riage. After 30 years, | can say our prayer
was answered.

Years in, we returned to France to visit
our children on their respective junior
years abroad, five years apart at a universi-
ty in the Loire Valley. They met us in Paris
and, of course, we went to Notre Dame,
where we crossed ourselves at a side altar

Andrew Fedynsky's e-mail address is
afedynsky@gmail.com.

with an icon dedicated to the victims of the
Holodomor in Ukraine in 1932-1933. We
lit another candle.

We didn't attend, but were gratified
when Ukrainian Catholic University rector
Father Borys Gudziak was installed at
Notre Dame in 2012 as Ukrainian Catholic
bishop for France, Benelux and
Switzerland. Bishop Borys will soon
become archbishop and metropolitan for
the Philadelphia Archeparchy. No doubt,
he’s been in the Paris cathedral countless
times and must be as heartbroken as hun-
dreds of millions of others, Catholics and
non-Catholics, French, Ukrainians and peo-
ple of a hundred other nationalities.

As | write this, a billion dollars has been
pledged to the cathedral’s restoration.
Ukraine, of all countries, can help with
destroyed religious shrines. Consider: in
the Millennial year of 1988, The Ukrainian
Museum in New York published a heart-
breaking picture book: “The Lost
Architecture of Kiev,” listing 30 churches
that were leveled, not because of negligence
but because of a deliberate Soviet policy to
stifle Ukrainian culture and national identi-
ty. The demolished churches and monaster-
ies were just as important to Ukraine’s
national identity as Notre Dame is to France.

Perhaps the most significant was the
Monastery of St. Michael of the Golden
Domes, built in 1108-1113 (Notre Dame:
1160-1260) and destroyed in 1935-1936.
With independence in 1991, a campaign
was launched to reconstruct the monastery
and, indeed, a contemporary version of the
ancient building opened in 1999. In
December 2013, when President Viktor
Yanukovych's Berkut stormtroopers began
assaulting student protesters on the Maidan
in the dead of night, the bells at St. Michael's
tolled alarm, just as they did when barbar-
ians were attacking Kyiv in 1240.

Returning to Notre Dame: the cathedral
will be restored just as St. Michael’s was
rebuilt, and Ukrainian experts can no
doubt help. | hope Notre Dame’s restora-
tion is finished sooner rather than later so
Chrystiaand | can go there once again, light
another candle and say a prayer. Sadly, 29
other churches in Kyiv which survived the
13th century invastions and multiple wars
and revolutions after will be forever lost,
Stalin having destroyed them while mur-
dering countless Ukrainian Orthodox and
Catholic clergy and laity, including my
uncle Myroslav who was studying for the
priesthood when he was arrested in 1940
and then died somewhere in Siberia — no
one knows when, where or how.

That barbarism is many decades past,
but similar barbarism exists today: in
Louisiana, three Christian churches were
burned because the arsonist hated the
color of the worshippers’ skin; in
Pittsburgh a gunman killed worshippers in
a synagogue because he hated Jews; In
New Zealand 50 Muslims were gunned
down in their mosque; in South Carolina a
white supremacist killed nine in a black
Episcopal church; in Sri Lanka, nearly 400
Catholics were killed because of their faith;
Russia persecutes Jehovah’'s Witnesses, the
Ukrainian Catholic and Orthodox Churches
and others.

Evil is rampant and must be confronted
with Good. So light a candle, say a prayer,
tell the truth and keep the faith!

A post-nationalist Ukraine?

The people of Ukraine have spoken. By
an overwhelming majority, they have
rejected the incumbent, President Petro
Poroshenko, and elected Volodymyr
Zelensky, an entertainer with no political
experience and only the vaguest of pro-
grams. Their vote is widely understood as a
protest against corruption, in which many;
if not most, have themselves participated.
They also seem to be emulating the politi-
cally advanced American people, voting for
“change” without much regard for the kind
of change, and looking to comedians for
political wisdom.

Some see the result as a defeat for
nationalism. Certainly it looks like a repudi-
ation of the traditional type of nationalism
based on ethnicity, language, history, cul-
ture and religion. That is the “old” national-
ism of President Poroshenko — and most of
our diaspora - parodied as a Kozak-
whiskers-and-embroidered-shirts patrio-
tism in one of Mr. Zelensky's campaign vid-
eos. By contrast, Mr. Zelensky and his many
youthful supporters are focused on clean-
ing up corruption, establishing the rule of
law, and building a modern European state.
All this is commendable, and necessary. But
is it enough to sustain a nation?

In “What Does It Mean to be Ukrainian
Today?” (April 17) journalist Bohdan
Nahaylo contrasts Mr. Poroshenko’s old-
fashioned nationalism with Mr. Zelensky's
promise of modern economic and adminis-
trative reforms. But isn't this a false dichot-
omy? Must Ukraine choose between
nationalism and a well-run state?

Nationalism is generally defined as the
notion that a state should be founded upon
a nation, and that a nation’s identity
involves not only a territory but a con-
sciousness of language, custom and culture
(see Roger Scruton, “A Dictionary of
Political Thought,” s.v. “Nationalism”). We
are not speaking, of course, of Nationalist
ideology, which is a radical fringe (or, if you
prefer, a leading elite) of Western Ukrainian
society adopted in the 1930s and pursued
through violent means. Metropolitan
Andrey Sheptytsky condemned it at the
time, contrasting it with Christian patrio-
tism. Nor are we speaking of the aggressive
kind of nationalism we see in today’s
Russia, and which liberal commentators
constantly criticize in Poland and Hungary.
This kind of nationalism is commonly asso-
ciated with authoritarianism, populism,
racism and xenophobia, as well as econom-
ic autarchy. These are all aspects of “illiber-
alism,” opposed to globalism, free trade,
porous borders and democracy. Since all
are seen as connected with Russia, even
politically conservative members of the
Ukrainian diaspora find that they are “lib-
erals despite themselves”

One of Ukrainians’ staunchest friends,
journalist Anne Applebaum, has strongly
condemned contemporary East European
nationalism (“A Warning from Europe: The
Worst is Yet to Come,” The Atlantic, October
2018). She laments the disintegration of
Poland’s “Solidarity” consensus, criticizing
the PiS party (Prawo i Sprawedliwos¢)
which, like Hungary’s Fidesz, has allegedly
brought corruption, social division, anti-

Andrew Sorokowski can be reached at
andrewsorokowski@gmail.com.

Semitism — and Russian influence. But she
understands that Ukrainian nationalism is
a different matter. It is, after all, a bulwark
against illiberal Russia.

What we mean by nationalism, and
what Mr. Poroshenko stood for, requires
both a stable democratic state and a com-
mitment to preserve the titular nation’s
cultural heritage, including its language,
historical consciousness and religion.
Could Ukraine survive with just one of
these two basic features? Let us imagine
that Mr. Zelensky has succeeded in curbing
corruption, streamlining the economy and
upholding legality. Let us imagine that at
the same time, he has neglected Ukraine’s
national culture. The Ukrainian language
has yielded to the global lingua franca of
English, Ukrainian history and culture
have been reduced to the stuff of theme
restaurants and amusement parks, and
religion has been relegated to private
devotion. Would such a Ukraine resist the
overtures of a transnational economic
union, promising greater prosperity in
return for reduced sovereignty and remov-
al of all financial, cultural, media and pro-
paganda barriers? Would such a Ukraine
amount to much more than a geographical
unit? And at that point, would anyone care
whether the economic union was based in
Brussels, Beijing, Moscow — or some com-
bination of those?

Yet Mr. Zelensky’s popularity with young
Ukrainians suggests that nationalism does
not interest them. Like much of Euro-
Atlantic youth, they seem more concerned
with personal freedom, affluence and an
“open” society with as few legal or moral
barriers as possible — than with preserving
and protecting language, culture and reli-
gion in a sovereign state. They oppose
Russia precisely because it represents tra-
ditional nationalism, backed by authoritari-
an rule and mobilized to recapture the pat-
rimony of Kyivan Rus.

In the liberal understanding of global
politics, Ukrainian nationalism is justified
only so long as Russia threatens it. It has no
independent reason for existing. Russian
nationalism keeps Ukrainian nationalism
alive. Most likely, both will endure for a
while yet. But if liberalism succeeds in top-
pling the former, it may also crush the lat-
ter.

As a liberal, Ms. Applebaum favors free-
market competition and a fluid society
open to talent over the rigid categories of
conservative nationalism. But she admits in
her conclusion that “the principles of com-
petition, even when they encourage talent
and create upward mobility, don't neces-
sarily answer deeper questions about
national identity, or satisfy the human
desire to belong to a moral community”

Can a post-nationalist liberal regime
answer guestions about “national identity”
or nourish a “moral community™? Speaking
about America, Yoram Hazony, author of
“The Virtue of Nationalism,” would say no:
“..liberal principles provide no resources
for maintaining institutions such as the
national state. ...At this point, liberalism is
widely accepted as a substitute for tradi-
tion, wisdom and empiricism — which is
another way of saying that it has replaced
competent reasoning as well.”

(Continued on page 18)
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e Day of Remembrance and Reconciliation

by Andrii Ordynovych

It is now May 2019. That means we've
had five years of the ongoing war in eastern
Ukraine, undeclared by Russia and hybrid
by nature. The war has already led to the
deaths of 13,000 Ukrainians, and it contin-
ues to claim Ukrainian military and civilian
lives almost every day, undermining the
international security order, the sovereign-
ty, territorial integrity, and economic and
political stability of Ukraine, while using
the occupied territories of the Donbas as
testing grounds for new Russian military
systems and platforms.

For example, records show that just dur-
ing one day, April 26, 2019, the armed for-
mations of the Russian-terrorist occupying
troops violated the ceasefire 23 times — nine
times with the use of 120-mm and 82-mm
mortars prohibited by the Minsk agree-
ments. The enemy also fired at the positions
of the Ukrainian military using infantry
combat vehicles, anti-tank missile systems,
grenade launchers of various systems,
large-caliber machine guns and small arms.

The Russian aggressor purposefully and
persistently creates or instigates crisis situ-
ations in Ukraine, expands its set of tools to
exacerbate the operational situation in the
Ukrainian Donbas, and undermines the
spirit and the letter of prior peaceful politi-
cal and diplomatic processes, including the
Minsk agreements and Normandy format
work.

Vladimir Putin’s latest decision to grant
fast-track Russian citizenship to Ukrainian
citizens permanently residing in the tem-
porarily occupied territory of the Donetsk
and Luhansk regions, without any exagger-
ation, not only creates conditions for the
potential annexation of these territories,
disrupts diplomatic efforts to settle the
conflict and contributes to the outflow of
the labor force from Ukraine, but also
establishes a legal foundation for the open
Russian invasion of Ukraine, expands ways
to actively employ military force by Russian
troops that have increased their presence
(to the level of the Cold War) on the north-
eastern and southern borders of Ukraine.

On the other hand, granting Russian citi-
zenship serves as a reward to those who
devotedly promote the ideas of the
“Russian world” and support the so-called
“Russian spring” in Ukraine. It is also a
form of motivational and spiritual rescue
for the Russian-terrorist occupying troops,
as they will undoubtedly be prosecuted
and convicted in Ukraine for war crimes.

With its aggression against Ukraine,
Russia’s leadership, in fact, has destroyed
the world collective security system that
emerged after World War 1l and broke the
basic principle of international law: the
inviolability of post-war borders. Thus,
Russia resorted not only to rewriting histo-
ry, but also to revising the outcomes of
World War II.

Actually, the Soviet government — as
now has Russia — has always tried to avoid
the term “World War I1” in order not to
draw attention to the international activi-
ties of the USSR from August 1939 to June
1941. It was in August 23, 1939, that the
Soviet Union and fascist Germany signed a
non-aggression treaty, the secret protocol
of which defined the “boundaries of
spheres of interest” of the signatories “in
the event of territorial and political rear-
rangement of the regions of the Baltic
States (Finland, Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania)

Col. Andrii Ordynovych is military atta-
ché at the Embassy of Ukraine in the U.S.

The emblem for the Day of Remembrance and Reconciliation reads *“1939-1945:
Never Again.”

and the Polish State” This protocol deter-
mined the future fate of Eastern European
countries and clearly testifies to the coop-
eration between the USSR and Nazi
Germany.

The Soviet and contemporary Russian
historians and propagandists are trying to
explain the Nazi-Soviet partnership as a
necessity imposed on the Soviet Union by
the international situation of that time. But
the truth is that Soviet leaders, led by
Joseph Stalin, had planned a war that
would allow Western European countries
to destroy each other, opening the way for
Communist revolution and Soviet domi-
nance of the continent.

The fact is that the Soviet Union entered
World War Il as an ally of Germany on
September 17, 1939, by crossing the Polish
border, and as a result of the 20-day joint
German-Soviet operation, occupied western
Belarusian and western Ukrainian lands
that had been part of Poland. In December
1939, after unleashing war against Finland,
the USSR was expelled from the League of
Nations. In June 1940, using an ultimatum,
the Soviet Union annexed Romania’s
Northern Bukovyna and Bessarabia, and
occupied Latvia, Lithuania and Estonia.

That is why Soviet and Russian ideolo-
gists, instead of focusing on the history of
World War I, cultivate the remembrance of
the Soviet-German war of 1941-1945 — the
so-called Great Patriotic War. During the
Great Patriotic War, the USSR was not the
aggressor, but the liberator, the main anti-
fascist, the country that broke the back-
bone of Nazism.

The Great Patriotic War became the cor-
nerstone of Soviet ideology, serving as the
basis for the formation of a Soviet identity
and a unified Soviet people. The major ref-
erences of the Soviet ideology were mass
patriotism and sacrifices in the name of the
Soviet motherland, the unseen mobilization
of all Soviet people in the fight against the
common threat, the Soviet Army liberation
campaign to the west of the continent to
save Europe and, as a result, the Great
Victory, which, according to the Soviet lead-
ership, confirmed the correctness of the
course chosen by the USSR and the might of
the Communist government. The Great
Victory seemed to justify the miscalcula-
tions and crimes committed by the Soviet
authorities before and during the war, and
provided a kind of indulgence for the future.

With the help of the basic methods of
Soviet (as well as contemporary Russian)
propaganda, such as distortion, ignoring
and/or omitting facts, and open lies, which
were reinforced by the total fear of the peo-
ple, who had already experienced the hor-
rors of war, of being shot, deported or
exiled to the camps, the myth of the Great
Victory was created.

In addition, Moscow has always main-
tained that it was the Russian people who

were mainly responsible for the victory, as
they carried “the heavy burden of the war,’
and suppressed the invaluable contribution
of other states, armies, peoples and ethnic
groups. This completely resonates with the
words of the current Kremlin leader that
Russians “would have won by themselves”
in that war. Thus, Russia monopolized the
Great Victory, at the same time creating and
spreading one more myth: the inferiority of
the contributions of all other countries and
peoples in defeating Nazism.

But, it is now May 2019. Thanks to many
open archival documents, published chron-
icles, testimonies of eyewitnesses and
scholarly research, we have many indisput-
able facts about the extraordinary role of
Ukrainians in the victory of the anti-Hitler
coalition in World War 1.

The first who challenged the Nazis and
stood up against them with weapons in
their hands were Ukrainians of the
Transcarpathian region of pre-war
Czechoslovakia. In 1938, when Nazi
Germany annexed the Sudetenland,
Ukrainians, clustered in the Carpathian
region of the country, declared autonomy
and formed Carpathian Ukraine. This con-
tradicted Hitler's plans to pass on the
region to his allies, the Hungarians, whose
army eventually invaded Carpathian
Ukraine in March 1939, when Germany
occupied the rest of Czechoslovakia’s terri-
tory. Thousands of Ukrainians from the
autonomous region, joined by compatriots
from the Ukrainian population of Poland,
fought heroically against the enemy in the
military organization Carpathian Sich.

In 1939, 120,000 Ukrainians in the
Polish Army fought against the Wehrmacht
troops. They were from Halychyna and
Volyn. During the entire World War 11,
80,000 Ukrainians were on the fronts with
the U.S. Army (most of them were represen-
tatives of the Ukrainian diaspora), 45,000
with the British Royal Army (these were
representatives of the Ukrainian diaspora in
Canada - the Dominion of the British
Empire, and Ukrainians in Polish military
formations under British leadership after
the German occupation of Poland), 6,000
with the French Armed Forces (most of
whom came to work from Halychyna in the
1930s; the Ukrainians who fought as part of
the Foreign Legion are the only foreigners
whose participation is officially recognized
and honored in France).

Six million Ukrainians fought in the
Soviet Army in 1941-1945, 200 generals
and seven commanders of armies and
fronts were among them.

Furthermore, the Soviet partisan groups
that accounted for about 50,000 people
operated throughout all the Ukrainian ter-
ritory occupied by the Germans. But they
were not the only force that opposed the
Germans: the formations of the Ukrainian
Insurgent Army (UPA), which had up to

100,000 soldiers, actively fought against
the Nazi invaders and later, until the 1950s,
against the Soviet system.

Ukrainian Oleksii Berest was one of three
Soviet soldiers who raised the red flag over
the Reichstag building in Berlin on April 30,
1945. But because of the “political correct-
ness” of the time, the Ukrainian name was
eliminated from the victorious story, leaving
only the names of Russians Mikhail Yegorov
and Georgian Meliton Kantaria.

On September 2, 1945, aboard the USS
Missouri, on behalf of the USSR, the
Japanese Instrument of Surrender was
signed by Lt. Gen. Kuzma Derevyanko, a
Ukrainian from the Uman region. Thus, the
official end of World War Il from the Soviet
side was executed by a Ukrainian man.

Ukraine paid an extremely high price for
the victory. According to the Ukrainian
Institute of National Remembrance publi-
cation commemorating the 70th anniversa-
ry of the victory over Nazism in World War
1, Ukraine’s losses ranged from 8 million to
10 million people, Poland’s — 6 million,
Yugoslavia’s — 1.1 million, France’s -
550,000, Great Britain’s — 450,000, and the
United States’ — 420,000 people. The num-
ber of Ukrainian casualties can be com-
pared with the population of modern
Austria, Hungary or the Czech Republic.
There are only two countries in the world
whose losses exceed the losses of the
Ukrainian people in World War 1l: Russia
(14 million) and China (15 million).

During the war, the frontline moved
twice across the entire Ukraine. Kharkiy,
the country’s second largest city, had the
front line going through it four times. The
territory between the Carpathian
Mountains and the Don River was referred
to as the “Bloodlands.” Seven hundred cit-
ies, tens of thousands of villages, and 2 mil-
lion homes were completely destroyed; 10
million Ukrainians became homeless. In
total, Ukraine’s war damage and losses
amounted to 285 billion rubles ($100 bil-
lion) at 1941 prices.

The Soviet authorities evacuated 550
industrial enterprises, dozens of scientific
and educational institutions, the property
and cattle of thousands of collective and
state farms, cultural centers and valuable
historical artifacts from Ukraine to the east
in 1941. Additionally, 3.5 million
Ukrainians (skilled workers, engineers, sci-
entists, creative intellectuals) were sent to
the east where, utilizing their labor and
intellect, they developed the military and
economic might of the USSR.

Ukraine became one of the founding
members of the United Nations in recogni-
tion of its enormous contribution to the
victory over Nazism.

Independent Ukraine, especially more
actively after 2004, began to consistently
pursue its own policy of commemoration —
not just different, but often diametrically
opposite to that of Russia. In Ukraine, con-
demnation of the Communist regime’s
crimes and the opening of the Soviet special
services’ archives took place almost simul-
taneously, while in Russia the Soviet past
was undergoing rehabilitation with new
myths being created. History has become an
ideological battlefield. That is why ideologi-
cal aggression is an integral part of Russian
military aggression in Ukraine.

On April 9, 2015, the Verkhovna Rada of
Ukraine adopted the Law on
Decommunization, which helped to intro-
duce in Ukraine the European tradition of
celebrating the victory over Nazism in

(Continued on page 11)
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Film director Stefan Bugryn on the Russian-Ukrainian war

by Yuri Shevchuk

This year, the Tribeca Film Festival, the biggest interna-
tional film festival among some two dozen held in New York
every year, showcases Ukraine in two films in its program.

One is the miniseries “Chernobyl,” coproduced by the
American cable network HBO and the British Sky TV, directed
by Johan Renck, and starring Jared Harris, Stellan Skarsgard,
Emily Watson, Paul Ritter and Jessie Backley. The festival pro-
gram thus announced the mini-series world premiere that
was held on April 26: “On April 26, 1986, the Chernobyl
Nuclear Power Plant in Ukraine, Soviet Union, suffered a mas-
sive explosion that released radioactive material across
Belarus, Russia and Ukraine, and as far as Scandinavia and
Western Europe. ‘Chernobyl’ dramatizes the story of the hor-
rific nuclear accident, one of the worst man-made catastro-
phes in history, and of the brave men and women who sacri-
ficed to save Europe from disaster.” The mini-series premiered
at Tribeca 33 years to the day after accident under the rubric
“Tribeca TV. New Series”

The other film is a 15-minute documentary short “War
Mothers: Unbreakable,” written and directed by Australian
director Stefan Bugryn and produced by Steven Zelko. It is
about a grassroots response to the Russian war of aggression
against Ukraine. “As her country goes to war, 18-year-old
Yana puts aside her dreams of becoming a doctor, and cre-
ates a national movement that almost costs her her life” the
program notes.

This writer, the director of the Ukrainian Film Club of
Columbia University, interviewed Mr. Bugryn via Skype dur-
ing a stop he made in San Diego on his way to the New York
City.

Can you tell me about yourself - what you think is
important for the viewers of your film to know about
you as film director?

For six or seven years, | have been making short films. |
started with comedies. | got more serious when the conflict
in Ukraine erupted. | was following the news and became
very emotional. | am of Ukrainian background. One day |
read a story titled “A War Mother” It was about a Ukrainian
mother who lost her son in the war. She wanted to do
something to help. She joined the Ukrainian Army, the unit
that her son had served in. In war one rarely hears what
happens to soldiers’ mothers. | decided that the mother’s
story is what | wanted to do my film project about. | want-
ed people to learn more about war mothers in Ukraine. |
quit the advertising job | had then and in 2016 went to
Ukraine. | was put in contact with people in the war zone,
with Ukrainian soldiers.

Was it your first time in Ukraine?

First | went there as a “plastun” (Ukrainian Plast scout) in
2012. | went with my brother. We met our relatives. | saw
what an amazing country Ukraine was. So this time around,
in 2016, | went to the city of Zaporizhia simply because a
friend of mine in Australia, Sasha Vazhnenko, was herself
from that city. | met a lot of volunteers there. A lot of people
travel through Zaporizhia to get to the ATO [Anti-Terrorist
Operation — until recently the Ukrainian government’s des-
ignation of the Russian-Ukrainian war in the Donbas].
That's where | met with Yulia Matviyenko, who joined my
film crew; | also met two other war mothers, Svitlana and
Halyna — all the three women in one trip. At that point |
decided that my film would be about them. We organized a
crowdfunding in Australia. We got funding from Time Out
Australia, a publication similar to the one you have in New
York. We also got money from the Ukrainian community, in
particular the Karpaty Foundation. Thus we got the first half
of our project off the ground.

Would it be fair to say that the subject of both your
films was prompted by life itself?

| did not particularly want to do a documentary about
Ukraine initially. But when the story of these women
became known to me I quit my job and flew to Kyiv and
then to Zaporizhia. | spent some time on the front line as
well to meet Yulia Matviyenko, a sniper. She is very dedicat-
ed to her job, she has a sense of duty and she is required to
be on the front line very often.

When did you start working on the short “War
Mothers: Unbreakable” that is now competing at the
Tribeca Film Festival?

We began working on the short “War Mothers:
Unbreakable” or the second part of the same project once

Stefan Bugryn

we finished the first documentary. Producer Steven Zelko
was the first person whom 1 told about my project. He got
very much behind the project. He is of Slavic background
and his family got affected by the war in Yugoslavia. That's
how a personal connection emerged between us, and he
decided to join me in the project. The second short is a
story of Yana Zinkevych, an 18-year-old girl from western
Ukraine whose dream was to become a doctor. When
Russia attacked, she decided to join the war effort and
founded the Ukrainian Hospitallers, a grassroots organiza-
tion of war nurses whose primary purpose was to help the
wounded and traumatized Ukrainian soldiers. She divided
her time between the frontline and the organizing activi-
ties of rehabilitation centers for soldiers in the rear.

Yana was not your typical Ukrainian girl. She was rebel-
lious at home and a leader in the quickly growing move-
ment of volunteers. Once day she got into a horrific car
accident that left her paralyzed from her waist down.
Miraculously, not only did she survive her many grave inju-
ries, she also kept her pregnancy and gave birth to a
healthy baby girl. What's most important, where many oth-
ers would succumb to self-pity and depression, Yana found
a new mission for herself and became a powerful source of
inspiration to others. She continued working with the
wounded and deeply traumatized soldiers leading them to
recovery by her own example. In her adversity, she found a
new sense of mission.

| thought her story to be truly inspirational. I called her
and told her about myself and the film | was working on. It
was to be about her. So | started at the end of 2017 and
spent some five weeks into 2018 working on the short.

How much time did it take you to make both “War
Mothers” and “War Mothers: Unbreakable”?

The first short took us three months and the second
almost a year. When we finished the second film we got a
call from the Tribeca Film Festival and were told that they
wanted to hold the world premiere of the film.

How aware are Australians about what has been
going on in Ukraine since 2014?

To be honest, for a while now there has not been a lot of
coverage of the conflict. Before we left for Ukraine, we
asked people on the street “What do you think about the
conflict in Ukraine.” And most Australians responded,
“What? Is there a conflict there?” Most of Australians are
not aware of what is going on in Ukraine, because the news
stopped telling stories of Ukraine. There was hardly any
other motivation for us. So we told ourselves: Let's keep
the conversation happening. Let's make sure that people
do not forget about Ukraine.

Did your own perception of Ukraine change as a
result of your filming there? If so, how?

Generally speaking, | found there what | expected to

find. What | really loved was that a lot of the volunteers,
mothers and soldiers became very united. There is a strong
emotional bond among those people now. That bond was
not there before the war. Now for each of them to say “l am
Ukrainian” is a political statement. They all know that if
they laid down their arms they would lose their land. For
me the Pryval volunteer center was a very special place
where everybody fighting for Ukraine would get a warm
welcome, no matter who they were. Every soldier is treat-
ed like family there. | learned that Ukraine is a country at
war and saw what war does to people.

How many people in Australia have seen your films
about Ukraine?

We have done events in Sydney, Melbourne, Adelaide. At
the Melbourne Documentary Film Festival, “War Mothers,”
the first part of the project, won the Best Short Film and
the Best Director Award. The second part, “War Mothers:
Unbreakable,” technically speaking was not screened pub-
licly since it is competing at the Tribeca Film Festival.

How did your Australian viewers react to the film?

Theirs was a very emotional reaction. The film is often
hard to watch. It is a very realistic story of mothers who
lost their sons. Though in the case of Yulia, she did not lose
her son. Even though she is a mother, she decided that her
country needed her. Her husband takes care of their chil-
dren and their grandmother. Yulia spends about 10 out of
every 40 days on the frontline fighting. It is an aspirational
story. Instead of staying crippled by trauma, she fights back
and starts the volunteer center Pryval. It can house 30
wounded soldiers at a time.

We wanted to make the film as universal as possible.
You don't have to be Ukrainian to understand the loss of a
mother. People in the audience did connect. We were par-
ticularly proud that someone in the audience wanted to go
to Ukraine and visit Halyna at the volunteer center them-
selves. A lot of people after the screening made donations
for the center. At one of the screenings we got an Australian
flag with a kangaroo, and we invited people to write a mes-
sage to the Ukrainian soldiers.

What was the most challenging thing for you when
you were filming in Ukraine?

A small challenge was that | spoke Ukrainian and
nobody in Zaporizhia spoke Ukrainian or English.

They would not switch to Ukrainian with you?

They would, but then would eventually slide back to
Russian for this is for them their natural way of talking. |
would ask “Is it Russian?” And they would go, “Oh, sorry!”
The big difficulty was, when you speak with a mother who
lost her son, you feel the way she does. Every day for two
months, | heard such stories of loss, and it took a toll on
me. On one occasion, | was with a group of mothers whose
sons were missing. The mothers were trying to find them.
The group wanted to tell me their stories and | wanted to
hear them all, but sometimes it was too much for me. And
of course, there was the difficulty of being in the war zone.

This was the first time | worked in a war zone. At one
point | was so stressed out by what | had seen plus the diet
of sausage and chocolate that | felt physically sick and
called an ambulance only to be told that there was nothing
wrong with me, other than the stress of it all.

Did you ever question the description of the war as
an Anti-Terrorist Operation?

I did. I noticed that it is used to paint a certain picture. But
it's a very complicated situation. That's what | learned when
| went there. It's not simple. In Pavlohrad, for example, | was
struck when | heard this. | was interviewing Yana Zinkevych
in a café. We also spoke with a couple of people there. And
they told us they wanted to be a part of Russia. That was
shocking for me to hear that there are people in Ukraine
who wanted to be a part of Russia. They told me that to my
face. Such a thing did not happen often, but I did hear some
people say that. It was also confusing to me. | did not under-
stand how with all the things that were happening some
people could want that. Again it is very complicated.

The way it looks to me is that Russia is definitely
involved. Their soldiers are there and that is not even ques-
tioned anymore. They are like “Yes, we are there” We are
fighting Russia. Ukrainian troops had captured Russian

(Continued on page 18)
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CONCERT REVIEW: “Cycles of Song” by the WBENA

by Ihor Kowal

STORRS, Conn. — On Sunday, April 7, the
Women’s Bandura Ensemble of North
America (WBENA) performed in von der
Mehden Recital Hall at the University of
Connecticut’s School of Fine Arts. Solomiya
Ivakhiv, the renowned concert violinist and
assistant professor of violin and viola, and
head of the Strings Department at
University of Connecticut, introduced the
group. The 18 singers and bandura players
presented a well-thought out program
titled “Cycles of Song,” a Vivaldi-esque cele-
bration of the changing seasons through a
nightingale’s song filled with melancholy,
joy, love and loss.

A haunting, elegiac composition, “Echo
of the Steppes” by Hryhory Kytasty, intro-
duced the autumn segment. The next two
selections, “The Girls Are Plowing,”
arranged by Oksana Herasymenko, and
“Son, the Ducks are in Flight” by Oleksandr
Bilash, rendered a magnetic connection
between earth and nature. The beauty of
the young faces, the delicate three-part har-
monies of voices and bandura playing
evoked a melancholic, heart-gripping atmo-
sphere. The following instrumental piece,
“The Dueling Banduras,” a dance artfully
arranged by Mykola Deychakiwsky, was
played precisely and with panache.

The winter section featured “What
Miracle is this?” by Vasyl Barvinsky, featur-
ing Oksana Zelinska as soloist. The piece
showcased interchanging melodic lines
together with an elegant soprano solo. A
wonderful surprise was a 15th century
hymn sung in Latin titled “Gaudete” from
“Piae Cantiones” in an arrangement by
Krystina Lewicky, one of the Women’s
Bandura Ensemble’s own sopranos. In addi-
tion to the bandura, the piece featured a
tamburello and hand-held drum, creating a
rousing spirit of joy with its driving rhythm.

The song “Flax on the Hilltop” began the
spring section of the program. The arrange-
ment by Oleh Mahlay was superb, and the
ensemble’s village-style singing, especially
in the low altos, was particularly excellent.
The piece changed keys and along with
changes in tempo, added an extra dimen-
sion. Such musical adaptations contributed
to the ensemble’s diverse, spectacular
sound.

Julian Hayda

The Women’s Bandura Ensemble of North America.

“Cuckoo’s Song” was the next offering, an
ode to the New Year (shchedrivka)
arranged by Mr. Deychakiwsky. The differ-
ent melodic lines interwoven in each verse
gave the song a full range of dynamics and
tempo. “Across the Wide Field,” a sacred
song arranged by Victor Kytasty featured
Alina Kytasty Kuzma with her natural
soprano and emotional subtlety. The entire
soprano section with its high notes in the
penultimate verses made the interpretation
outstanding.

The first feature of the summer section
was “Kupalo: Summer Solstice Suite,”
arranged by Mr. Mahlay and consisting of a
medley of folk tunes traditionally sung dur-
ing the summer solstice celebration. The
piece included Ms. Ivakhiv's masterful play-
ing, transforming the violin sound into that
of a lyra (hurdy-gurdy). A tambourine and
folk drum added an extra dimension, with
the altos providing a folksy intonation in
the lower registers.

The program’s finale was an adaptation
of Leonard Cohen’s “Hallelujah” arranged
by Ms. Zelinska with Ukrainian lyrics by the
Ukrainian Youth Association of Great
Britain. The song was a requiem dedicated
to the more than 12,800 lives lost in the
ongoing Donetsk war in Ukraine. The
young soloist Adriana Tuz gave the piece a
haunting opening, augmented by two more

voices to form a trio, with the whole chorus
coming in at the end of the piece. It was a
sorrowful tribute and a fitting end. The
ensemble made every song its own with
fresh, original interpretations. For that, the
WBENA received a rousing standing ova-
tion, which was met with an encore, “To My
Son” arranged by Mr. Deychakiwsky. It was
a truly enjoyable, momentous concert in
every respect.

The idea of forming the Women’s
Bandura Ensemble of North America origi-
nated in 2014 with Irene Kytasty Kuzma,
the ensemble’s current president. She and
her daughter Alina Kytasty Kuzma spear-
headed the project, with the mission to
bring together talented female bandurists
in order to showcase the instrument, main-
tain musical traditions, and foster new cre-
ative directions and artistry. They were
joined by Oksana Rodak of Chicago and Ms.
Zelinska of Toronto who became the
group’s music directors.

The ensemble presents a fresh, invigo-
rating take on the richness of Ukrainian tra-
ditional music. The singers’ voices harmo-
nize well, their tonality is spot on, and their
timbre gives their performance a lyrical,
almost mesmerizing quality. It is worth not-
ing that the diction of the ensemble is first-
rate, considering the fact that the women
represent different generations of immigra-

tion from Ukraine, and include some mem-
bers that are currently just learning the lan-
guage. This brings in a beautiful blend of
music and life experiences from self-taught
to conservatory-trained musicians and
adds to their strength as an ensemble.

The modern bandura played by the
WBENA consists of approximately 50
strings, depending on the instrument, and
is plucked like a harp. In North America the
bandura was promoted by Hryhory Kytasty,
who conducted the all-male Ukrainian
Bandurist Chorus for many years. The
Kytasty family has produced a number of
composers, arrangers and performers, thus
advancing the ancient tradition of bandura
playing. The technique of playing this
unique instrument is taught at a number of
summer music camps, where most of the
young women of the ensemble learned to
play.

The women'’s ensemble breaks with the
tradition of male choruses and has become
a platform for developing female musicians
with talent and a passion for bandura play-
ing. More information about the Women’s
Bandura Ensemble of North America can
be found at www.banduristka.org.

Ihor Kowal is the long-time conductor of
the Christ the King Ukrainian Catholic
Church choir in Boston.

The Day...

(Continued from page 8)

World War 1. At the time, Ukraine adopted
the Day of Remembrance and
Reconciliation (to be observed on May 8),
which occurs before the Soviet holiday,
Victory Day (May 9). Ukraine embraced the
red poppy, an international symbol that
commemorates the victims of all military
and civilian armed conflicts, as its own new
commemorative symbol.

As we mark the Day of Remembrance
and Reconciliation, which has been
observed internationally since 2004, the
major challenge for the Ukrainian state, as
well as for world politics, is Russian aggres-
sion in Ukraine, which takes place in the
symbolic field of the so-called Great
Patriotic War. It is precisely now that
Russian propaganda is intensifying, raising
the rhetoric of “victory,” imposing old Soviet

propaganda clichés, such as “collaborators,”
“Ukrainian fascists,” “banderivtsi” (Stepan
Bandera followers), “punishers,” etc. on
Ukrainian society and the world communi-
ty. Russia continues to employ the Soviet
language of hatred and intolerance, ruth-
lessly opening old wounds, enflaming ethnic
tensions and undermining European and
Euro-Atlantic unity. Russia continues to rat-
tle its saber, threatening “We can repeat!”

But for us, Ukrainians, celebrating the
Day of Remembrance and Reconciliation, as
well as Victory Day, it is important to proud-
ly remember the heroic contribution of our
people to the victory of the anti-Hitler coali-
tion in World War 11, to show our respect to
all fighters against Nazism, including the
participants of the national liberation move-
ment, and to honor the memory of the fallen
warriors as well as all the victims of the war
crimes, deportations and crimes against
humanity committed in that war, because
our motto is “Never Again!”

Military...

(Continued from page 3)

means to pressure Russia both formally
and informally” by drawing on diplomatic
assistance from the United States;

e The “British vector,” under the pre-
sumption that, after the Russian attempt to
assassinate the Skripals in Salisbury using
a chemical nerve agent, London “is ready to
pressure Moscow with greater intensity”

For now, it seems that Ukrainian policy-
makers agree on the necessity to employ a
combination of military and non-military
means to confront Russia. The big and, as
yet, unanswered question, however, is how
soon a coherent strategy will appear.

The article above is reprinted from
Eurasia Daily Monitor with permission from
its publisher, the Jamestown Foundation,
WWW.jamestown.org.
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“local corruption, real estate issues, and
administrative incompetence.” Sergiy
Tomilenko, head of the National Union of
Journalists of Ukraine, said that Mr.
Komarov had been investigating official
corruption in local sports schools prior to
the assault. The OSCE representative on
freedom of the media, Harlem Desir, said
that the attack against an investigative jour-
nalist known for his reporting on corrup-
tion “is particularly alarming and cannot
remain unpunished.” Johann Bihr, the head
of RSF’s Eastern Europe and Central Asia
desk, noted that “Quickly identifying its
perpetrator and any instigators is the only
way to dispel this murder attempt’s chilling
effect” In its statement, RSF said Mr.
Komarov was shot in 2016 and was beaten
the following year “while participating in a
protest...against a company that executes
public works contracts.” Ukraine is ranked
102nd out of 180 countries in RSF's 2019
World Press Freedom Index. Investigative

journalists in Ukraine have recently faced
“surveillance, harassment, and assault from
government and private entities,” according
to the CPJ. (RFE/RL)

Ukraine at OSCE on Russia’s moves

On May 2, Ukraine’s permanent repre-
sentative to international organizations in
Vienna, Ihor Prokopchuk, addressed the
OSCE Permanent Council, reiterating
Ukraine’s position regarding the April 24
decree signed by Russian President
Vladimir Putin. “This decree is a gross vio-
lation of the principles of sovereignty, terri-
torial integrity and political unity of
Ukraine, as well as a powerful blow to the
Minsk agreements,” Mr. Prokopchuk said,
according to Ukrainian media. After con-
demning Russia’s actions, he underlined
that “the Russian Federation has resorted
to the illegal issuing of Russian passports in
order to justify and legitimize its military
presence in the occupied parts of the
Donbas.” The Ukrainian diplomat reminded
his listeners that the Kremlin employed a
similar approach during the provoked con-
flicts in Georgia and Moldova. As “Russia
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has made an intentional step towards the
destruction of the Minsk agreements it
should be responsible for the consequenc-
es,” Mr. Prokopchuk said. (Ukrainian
Canadian Congress Daly Briefing)

Kolomoisky's lawyer on Zelensky presidency

Ukrainian President-elect Volodymyr
Zelensky has worked hard to publicly dis-
tance himself from one of the country’s
wealthiest and most controversial oli-
garchs, Ihor Kolomoisky, and show a public
eager for change that he is the antiestab-
lishment insurgent chosen by 73 percent of
voters in last weekend’s election. But com-
ments made to Ukrainian media by a law-
yer working for both Mr. Kolomoisky and
Mr. Zelensky who appeared by the candi-
date’s side throughout his campaign could
undermine that effort. Andriy Bohdan, a
typically secretive lawyer and former depu-
ty minister, has claimed that he was among
the first people to plant the seed in the
comic Zelensky’s mind to run for the presi-
dency. “I am one of those who persuaded
him [to enter politics]... It was more than
five years ago,” Mr. Bohdan said in a joint
interview with reporters from independent
Ukrainian news outlets Novoye Vremya
and Ukrayinska Pravda published on April

26. The comments, coming from someone
with presumably intimate knowledge of
Kolomoisky'’s thinking and operations, are
likely to fuel criticism suggesting Mr.
Zelensky, a political neophyte, is the oli-
garch’s project. Mr. Zelensky is linked to Mr.
Kolomoisky through the oligarch’s owner-
ship of TV station 1+1, which hosts Mr.
Zelensky’s comedy programs and hit sit-
com, “Servant of the People.” Reporters
have found other links between the two,
including shared security details and vehi-
cles and possible meetings abroad in the
run-up to Mr. Zelensky’s candidacy. Mr.
Bohdan told the reporters that he and Mr.
Zelensky met often, in Kyiv and elsewnhere,
in 2015. He called their early contacts “ide-
ological, philosophical meetings, about the
war, about the future, about Russia, about
what is happening [in Ukraine]” It was late
2015 when Mr. Bohdan floated the idea to
Mr. Zelensky to run for Parliament, he said,
adding that his plan was to convince Mr.
Zelensky to win a seat in parliament and
then use it as a launchpad to the presidency.
But according to the lawyer, Mr. Zelensky
turned down the offer, saying it would be
“wrong” and fearing that by the time the next

(Continued on page 13)

Russia punishing...
(Continued from page 2)

the prolongation of Russia’s already existing
ban on imports of a wide range of Ukrainian
products in the heavy and light industries
(Interfax, April 18; TASS, April 24).

Only three days after Mr. Zelensky'’s
landslide victory (April 21), Russian
President Vladimir Putin issued a decree
on granting Russian citizenship en masse
to residents of the Russian-occupied terri-
tories in Ukraine’s east (TASS, April 24).
This move replicates Russia’s granting of its
citizenship (“passportization”) wholesale
to residents of Russian-occupied Abkhazia
and South Ossetia, prior to the 2008 war
against Georgia. Passportization in Donetsk
and Luhansk - entrenching as it does
Russia’s occupation of the territory — will
greatly complicate any political resolution
of this conflict. Russian passportization of
the territory’s residents is a preliminary
move toward de facto annexation.

Russia is withholding an official acknowl-
edgment of President-elect Zelensky’s victo-

ry for the time being. The Kremlin has yet to
take the routine step of sending a congratu-
latory telegram. Russian officials are citing
Ukraine’s rejection of election observers
from Russia, Kyiv's refusal to open voting
stations in Russia for Ukrainian citizens
there, and its decision that Ukraine’s presi-
dential election cannot be held in the
Russian-controlled Donbas areas. Russian
propaganda suggests that those circum-
stances cast doubt on the legitimacy of the
whole electoral process and even on the
recognition of its outcome (RIA Novosti and
Russian TV channels, April 21).

All these measures are of a punitive
nature, intended and timed to show
Moscow'’s disappointment and anger with
an outcome it had not expected from
Ukraine’s presidential election. The
Kremlin is trying to demonstrate that con-
tinuing conflict with Russia is fraught with
heavy costs to Ukraine.

The article above is reprinted from
Eurasia Daily Monitor with permission from
its publisher, the Jamestown Foundation,
WWW.jamestown.org.

Turning...

(Continued from page 6)

Later that day, demonstrators gathered
for the unveiling of a monument to Soviet
dissident and war hero Gen. Petro
Grigorenko, a bust of whom had already
been erected in Soviet Square, near the city
center of Symferopol. Gen. Grigorenko was
a founder of the Helsinki monitoring
groups in Moscow and Kyiv who avidly
supported the rights of Crimean Tatars. The
unveiling ceremony was attended by Gen.
Grigorenko’s son, Andriy. Prayers were
offered by Crimean Tatar Mufti Hadzhi
Nuriefeni and a representative of the
Ukrainian Orthodox Church - Kyiv
Patriarchate.

Although the demands of the Crimean
Tatars were not met, Mustafa Dzhemiley,
leader of the Crimean Tatar National
Assembly, the Mejlis, said the talks had
offered hope. “Unfortunately, yesterday’s
meeting with President Leonid Kuchma did
not have the intended result. Although we
wanted recognition for the Mejlis as the
consultative body of the Crimean Tatar
nation under the president, all that was
agreed to was a consultative committee to

look into the matter”

By 1999, nearly 271,000 Tatars had
returned to the Crimean peninsula, most of
them settling around Symferopol and in
Bakhchesarai, their historic former capital.
There were no Crimean Tatar schools, and
barriers had been put in place prevent
them from attaining Ukrainian citizenship.
Only half of the 271,000 Tatars had
obtained Ukrainian citizenship in the years
since they began returning to Ukraine after
renewed independence in 1991.

Without citizenship, Tatars were pre-
vented from taking part in elections.
Crimean Tatars continue to be represented
in the Verkhonova Rada by Mr. Dzhemilev
and Refat Chubarov, who were originally
elected because they were placed high on
the Rukh Party list.

Although many of the demonstrators
had dispersed after the two-day protest in
May 1999, more than 100 leaders
remained and constructed a tent city,
where they planned to live for at least a
week or until they saw that their demands
were being considered.

Source: “35,000 Crimean Tatars demon-
strate in Symferopol,” by Roman
Woronowycz, The Ukrainian Weekly, May
23,1999,
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(Continued from page 1)

An additional $1.4 billion is slated to be released later
this year.

Given that fact that he won nearly three-quarters of the
April 21 run-off vote, EU Commissioner Hahn said in a May
7 tweet that strong mandate should allow him “to fight
against corruption and for ‘de-oligarchization. ” He was
referring to vested interests that still control huge swaths of
the economy and exert disproportionate political influence.

He urged Mr. Zelensky to make Brussels the destination
of his first foreign trip and said the EU is ready to assist
Kyiv in gas talks with Russia.

For his part, President-elect Zelensky said his adminis-
tration’s priorities are “to defeat corruption rather than
fight it” and to reduce monopolies in the opaque energy
industry while emphasizing that there is no alternative to
EU integration in foreign policy.

Specifically, his corruption-defeating measures include
restoring the law on illegal enrichment of officials that was
ruled unconstitutional just days before the presidential
election.

In a statement after his meeting with Canadian Foreign
Affairs Minister Chrystia Freeland in Kyiv on May 8, Mr.
Zelensky said that to reduce graft he wants to ensure that
the public directly engages with officials as little as possible
in a statement. “Our goal is a state in a smartphone,” he said.

Ms. Freeland added that she looks forward to hosting
the newly elected president in Toronto during the July 5
Ukraine reform conference and will support the country’s
efforts to find peace in the Moscow-instigated Donbas war
that is in its sixth year and has killed over 13,000 people.

Meanwhile, two of Mr. Zelensky's advisers met with the
28 European Union ambassadors in Brussels on May 2.
Former Finance Minister Oleksandr Danyliuk and Ruslan
Riaboshapka, who advises on law enforcement and anti-
graft policies, spoke about maintaining sanctions against
Russia for its military aggression towards Ukraine and
renewing peace talks that have stalled.

Leaders of the Ukrainian Greek-Catholic, Muslim and
Jewish communities also met with the newly elected presi-
dent. The overarching theme is to maintain national unity

ze2019.com

President-elect Volodymyr Zelensky after meeting with

European Commissioner for European Union

Enlargement and Neighborhood Policy Johannes Hahn
in Kyiv on May 7.

and seek more effective dialogue with residents of the
Russian-occupied territories in Crimea and the Donbas,
according to Mr. Zelensky’s statements.

Following his meetings with Ukrainian Orthodox lead-
ers the previous week, Mr. Zelensky spoke with three
Muslim leaders on May 2: Akhmed Tamim, Said Ismahilov
and Aider Rustemov, all of whom carry the title of mufti.

Noting that there are 2 million Muslims in Ukraine, Mr.
Zelensky's statement said that the “participants of the
meeting confirmed their readiness to support the newly
elected president’s initiatives that are orientated on the
consolidation of society”

On May 6, the president-elect met with the Council of
Rabbis of Ukraine to discuss similar matters.

“Currently at least 500,000 Jews reside in Ukraine, for
whom it is their homeland and which we love,” said Rabbi

Shmuel Kaminetsky. “There are no contradictions of being
aJew and a true patriot of Ukraine.”

Speaking to Jewish News website, the rabbi said he
found Mr. Zelensky to be genuinely interested in issues on
adeep level.

“In the role of president | was astounded that he wants
to understand all issues at their core... that is, he doesn’'t
take a shallow approach,” Rabbi Kaminetsky said.
“Volodymyr [Zelensky] took notes, showed interest, and he
wouldn’'t move on to the next topic until he wrapped his
brain around an issue.”

Ukrainian Greek-Catholic Church Patriarch Sviatoslav
met with Mr. Zelensky on the same day. The two discussed
“the importance of the Ukrainian World Congress and
Ukrainian diaspora to support our country in the world as
well as the need for an appropriate response to the chal-
lenges of [Russia’s] hybrid war,” according to the president-
elect’s press service.

The emigration of young people from Ukraine and the
role of the Church in providing spiritual care to immigrants
abroad and supporting their ties with their homeland were
also discussed.

Armed forces leadership changes

Outgoing President Petro Poroshenko replaced the on-
the-ground military commander in the Donbas and
changed the National Guard leader.

Acting on the recommendation of the Defense Ministry
to rotate the Joint Forces Operation head every year, the
president on May 6 appointed Lt.-Gen. Oleksandr Syrsky,
who led 4,500 troops during the disastrous Debaltseve bat-
tle in January-February 2015. He is credited with with-
drawing army units from the entrapped wedge of territory
and was awarded the Order of Bohdan Khmelnytsky, 11|
degree.

The following day, Col.-Gen. Yuriy Allerov was dismissed
as the National Guard commander, a post he has held since
December 30, 2015. Lt-Gen. Mykola Balan was appointed
acting chief in his place.

It remains unclear when President Poroshenko’s last
day in office will actually be, as the date of Mr. Zelensky’s
inauguration has yet to be set by Parliament. National dep-
uties are expected to consider the inauguration date when
the Verkhovna Rada resumes its session on May 14.

NEWSBRIEFS

(Continued from page 12)

presidential election came around he would
be seen as merely another of the political
elite. The idea arose again in March 2018,
when Mr. Bohdan said he ordered a presi-
dential poll that included Mr. Zelensky. When
the poll results came back with the comedian
in sixth place, Mr. Bohdan knew he might
have a real chance. He declined to say wheth-
er his decision to push Mr. Zelensky to run
was coordinated with Mr. Kolomoisky. “He
never took it seriously,” Mr. Bohdan claimed
of his oligarch boss. But he said Mr.
Kolomoisky began to believe in October or
November 2018 that Mr. Zelensky had a shot
at knocking out the incumbent or, if not, of at
least laying the groundwork for a political
party ahead of parliamentary elections slat-
ed for October of this year. The press office of
Mr. Zelensky, who announced on April 26 his
departure for a two-day vacation in Turkey,
did not respond to RFE/RL's request for
comment on Bohdan’s remarks.
(Christopher Miller of RFE/RL)

Kyiv ends CIS arms standards agreement

On April 17, Ukraine declared that it was
withdrawing from an agreement on stan-
dardized weapons and military equipment
between members of the Commonwealth
of Independent States (CIS). “Today, on
April 17, the Cabinet of Ministers of
Ukraine supported the initiative of the
Ministry of Economic Development and
Trade and terminated for Ukraine the effect
of an agreement aimed at strengthening
and developing cooperation between the
CIS states in the field of standardization of
armaments and military equipment” the
statement reads. After a thorough analysis
by the Ministry of Economic Development
and Trade, it was concluded that the agree-

ment was no longer viable as Ukraine can-
celled more than 90 percent of the Soviet
standards, replacing them with the
European Standards, as reported by Stepan
Kubiv, first deputy prime minister and min-
ister of economic development and trade.
In addition, Ukraine has recently secured
its strategic course toward NATO in the
Constitution, added Mr. Kubiv. The
Commonwealth of Independent States is a
regional organization of former Soviet
republics that was formed after the break-
up of the Soviet Union in 1991. It coordi-
nates trade, finance, lawmaking and securi-
ty in member states. (Ukrainian Canadian
Congress Daily Briefing)

Textbook to remove Tatar collaboration slur

The Russian authorities who control
Ukraine’s Crimean peninsula have prom-
ised to remove a section of a high-school
history textbook that claims many Crimean
Tatars collaborated with Nazi Germany
during World War I1. The senior education
official in the Russian-imposed government
of Crimea, Natalya Goncharova, said on May
6 that the pages in question would be
removed from the 10th grade textbook
“History of Crimea” by the end of the
month. Educators and lawyers — some of
them members of the indigenous, mainly
Muslim Crimean Tatar minority — have
urged the authorities to remove the book
from the curriculum, saying that it threat-
ens to incite ethnic and religious hatred
among teenagers. The pages that are to be
removed include a claim that the majority
of Crimean Tatars “were loyal to” the Nazis,
and that “many actively helped them.” That
claim echoes the pretext that Soviet dicta-
tor Joseph Stalin’s government used when
it deported Crimean Tatars en masse from
the Black Sea peninsula in 1944, asserting
that they were collaborators. Many died on
the journey or in exile in Central Asia and

the steppes of southern Russia. Crimean
Tatars were allowed to begin returning to
their homeland in the late 1980s, and make
up some 12 percent of its population.
Russia seized control of the peninsula in
March 2014, sending in troops without
insignia, securing key facilities, and staging
a referendum deemed illegitimate by
Ukraine and most other world countries.
Rights groups and Western governments
say Russia has conducted a persistent cam-
paign of oppression targeting Crimean
Tatars and other citizens who opposed
Moscow’s takeover of the peninsula.
(Crimea Desk, RFE/RL's Ukrainian Service,
with reporting by TASS and Interfax)

Canadian envoy receives honorary degree

Canada’s ambassador to Ukraine, Roman
Waschuk, was awarded the title Honorary
Doctor of National Aviation University dur-

ing a meeting of the National Aviation
University’s (NAU) Academic Council. At
the ceremony in late April, Ambassador
Waschuk addressed the audience, noting
that “Ukraine has a huge potential for coop-
eration with Canada both in aircraft engi-
neering and in the space industry, including
the capabilities of a spaceport in Canada,
where Ukrainian rockets could be
launched.” The ambassador mentioned
NAU’s cooperation with Canadore College
and a memorandum signed between NAU,
the Antonov State Company, and North Bay
Airport (Canada) on the modernization of
An-2 aircraft. Ukrainian representatives
spoke highly of Ukraine-Canada coopera-
tion in the aviation sector, which includes
using Canadian-made engines for An-132D
aircraft and modernization of AnN-2 air-
craft. (Ukrainian Canadian Congress Daily
Briefing)

Analyst...

(Continued from page 6)

those who died,” an attack that Moscow
propagandists cannot tolerate.

“It is possible,” Ms. Kirillova writes, that
had this history not attracted attention, a
criminal case would have been launched
against her. Ms. Kenzhaliyeva’s case thus
shows something important: “the potential
for destroying Moscow’s pretensions by
undermining its claimed monopoly on cul-
ture, history and language.”

There are, of course, real risks to such an
approach by Kyiv. As some analysts have
noted, Ms. Kirillova continues, there is the
danger of playing on the Russian cultural field
in this way because Moscow can more easily
work against it and will be inclined to do so
because of the greater threat it poses than
that posed by Mr. Poroshenko's approach.

In the wake of Mr. Zelensky’s election,
Mr. Putin has taken steps that suggest he
has concluded that the incoming Ukrainian
leader is not “a serious opponent” and that
the Kremlin can work against him far more
effectively than it has against Mr.
Poroshenko, viewing the new man not as
“absolute evil” but as “a parody” of that.

And some in Ukraine are now worried,
Ms. Kirillova concludes, that Mr. Zelensky’s
“attempts to compete with Russian propa-
ganda on the same field will succeed only
in undermining the measures of informa-
tion security that Petro Poroshenko intro-
duced” That may be true, but clearly a new
battle line has been drawn — and one
potentially more dangerous to Moscow.

The article above is reprinted from
Eurasia Daily Monitor with permission from
its publisher, the Jamestown Foundation,
WWW.jamestown.org.
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Los Angeles gala pays tribute to life and career of Jack Palance

by Luba Poniatyszyn Keske

LOS ANGELES - In a true Hollywood
fashion, a bigger-than-life poster of Jack
Palance greeted guests upon their arrival at
the Ukrainian Culture Center on Sunday,
March 3. The 250 southern Californians of
Ukrainian descent as well as non-Ukraini-
ans came to celebrate the life and career of
the legendary Ukrainian American actor on
the 100th anniversary of his birth.

Several members of the Ukrainian Art
Center of Los Angeles, which sponsored
this extravaganza, welcomed the guests
and encouraged them to pose in front of
the poster for a photo op before walking
the red carpet into the hall towards the lav-
ish hors d'oeuvres and delicate pastries set
up on film-related stands.

As the guests mingled with friends and
acquaintances in the Ukrainian Center deco-
rated for an Oscar event, they also had the
opportunity to check out the silent auction
offerings as well as displays of Palance’s art-
work, bandura and various family photo-
graphs. Perhaps a few guests stopped to lis-
ten to the background sounds of Jack singing
his country-western compositions that were
recorded in the 1970s by Warner Records.

And then it was time to start the show.
Actor and producer George Wyhinny, who
served as the master of ceremonies,
stepped up to the podium and asked every-
one to be seated at the elegantly decorated
tables featuring mini-Oscars as centerpiec-
es. After welcoming everyone, Mr. Wyhinny
invited Daria Chaikovsky, president of the
Ukrainian Art Center, to say a few words.

Mrs. Chaikovsky commented on the
many aspects of Palance’s talents — a great
actor, an accomplished painter whose
works were shown several times by the Art
Center of which he was a member, and also
a poet, a song writer and a singer. Palance
had been a boxer, a football player and an
aviator during World War II. He was a patri-
ot and a very generous and giving family
man. Mrs. Chaikovsky concluded by thank-
ing everyone for their generous contribu-
tions which would go towards the creation
of a Ukrainian Museum in Los Angeles.

As everyone enjoyed cocktails or coffee,
the dancers of Chervona Kalyna stepped up
to entertain the guests with two lively
dances. The first dance, which was per-
formed by the young men, was called “The
Shoemakers,” and the second number, a
Ukrainian folk dance titled “Vykhyliasy”
was performed by the entire ensemble.
Next, Oksana Kvitka, a rich contralto, sang
two lyrical Ukrainian folk songs, “The Grey
Geese” and “Oh, How Pretty Am 1" Both the

dancers and Ms. Kvitka received well-
deserved applause from the guests, many
of whom were enjoying Ukrainian-style
dancing and singing for the first time.

The audience was then treated to a
video clip from a 1955 TV Quiz Show
“What's My Line,” which featured Palance
as the guest artist and where he pro-
claimed: “I was born Volodymyr Palahniuk.”
This evoked curious questions from the
panel as to the origins of the Palahniuk
name, which, Palance responded, was
Ukrainian. This was followed by a rare find,
a video of Palance performing “Vziav by ya
Banduru” accompanied by the Bandurist
Chorus of Toronto in 1957. Astonished at
hearing Palance’s mellow baritone voice,
the audience gave an enthusiastic round of
applause as the song ended.

Mr. Wyhinny returned to the podium to
introduce the guest of honor, John Palance,
the youngest of the five children born to
John and Anna Palahniuk in the town of
Lattimer Mines, Pa. Mr. Palance was wel-
comed by a round of applause as he made
his way to the podium. Although elderly, he
addressed everyone in a strong and clear
voice and introduced his lovely daughter,
Ivanna, who works in the motion picture
industry as did her father and famous uncle.

As pictures of family members, their
home in Pennsylvania and abroad
streamed on the screen behind him, Mr.
Palance mesmerized the audience with lit-
tle-known facts about the Palahniuk family.
It seems that the history of the Palahniuks
can be traced back to Vasyl Palahniuk, who
was born in 1819 in the Village of Ivane-
Zolote, located just outside the city of
Zalishchyky in the Ternopil Region of
Ukraine. Vasyl never imagined that his
great, great grandson, lvan Palahniuk,
would leave the village to find his fortune in
the far-off land of America.

Ivan and his brother, Fedir, arrived in
New York in the early part of the 20th cen-
tury, prior to World War I. While Fedir
stayed in New York, Ivan went to Canada,
where he worked as a lumberjack. After
satisfying himself that he had enough
money, Ivan returned to New York, deter-
mined to catch the next ship back to
Ukraine. But it was not to be. While waiting
for the ship, Ivan went to visit his brother
Fedir, who had established himself in New
York and owned a small café. There, lvan
met Anna Gramiak, a recent arrival from
Ukraine, who served as the chief cook and
bottle washer at the café. Plans to return to
Ukraine were abandoned as John and Anna
were smitten by the love bug. The court-
ship was short and John and Anna left for

Walt Zozula

At the Ukrainian Culture Center’s celebration of the life and career of Jack Palance:

(first row, from left) Luba Keske, John Palance, Roman Yemets, (second row) Julia

Michaels, Daria Chaikovsky, Ivanna Palance, Danuta Lopushynska, Elizabeth

Yemets, Michele Budio, Olenka Griffies, (third row) Luda Wussek, Walter Keske,
George Yemetz, George Wyhinny, Paul Budilo.

Elizabeth Zaharkiv

John Palance and his daughter, lvanna Palance, in front of a large poster of the actor
Jack Palance.

Lattimer Mines. They were married at St.
Michael Ukrainian Greek-Catholic Church
in the nearby town of Hazleton. John found
employment in the coal mines, and Anna
became a homemaker and mother to five
children — Mary, Ann, Jack and Leo, and 11
years later, John.

Mr. Palance went on to say that the fami-
ly was very close-knit and loving. Not once
did his father, lvan, raise his hand to his
children. Apparently an arched eyebrow
was always enough. Mr. Palance reminded
the audience that this was the time of the
“melting pot” in America and, although
Ukrainian was spoken at home, John
remembers telling his mother “Mom, speak
English, we are in America” However, the
family attended the Ukrainian Catholic
church where Ivan, nicknamed “Big John”
was on the parish council and also acted in
the local Ukrainian community theater.
Apparently, when Jack was very young, his
father would read plays to him and act out
each character. That was Jack’s first expo-
sure to “performing.”

After elementary school, Jack attended
the local high school, where he excelled in
sports. He won a football scholarship to the
University of North Carolina. His parents
were thrilled, but disappointed when two
years later Jack left the university to enlist
in the U.S. Army Air Corps. This was during
World War II.

On one of his training missions, Jack’s
plane lost one prop and took a nosedive
into the ground. He suffered tremendous
injuries, which required extensive opera-
tions on his face and head. He was uncon-
scious for quite a long while, and had
amnesia for several months. Jack had no
knowledge of his name or who he was.

After a yearlong recovery period, at
which time the war came to an end, Jack
continued his education on a G.I. Bill at
Stanford University, majoring in journalism.
While at the university Jack got a part in a
comedy play. The famous actress, Helen
Hayes, attended the opening night and took
note of Jack. Afterwards she met with him
and told him how much she enjoyed his
acting and said, “you are going to go far”

Eventually Jack went to New York, where

he studied with Michael Chekhov and
method acting with Stella Adler. He audi-
tioned for “Streetcar Named Desire” and
got to understudy Marlon Brando and
Anthony Quinn. Jack was given the part of
Stanley Kowalski in the Chicago produc-
tion. After Brando was unable to continue
performing due to an accident, Jack took
his place in New York. He went on to act in
other Broadway productions as well.

While in New York, Jack met his future
wife, New York actress Virginia Baker. John,
who was only 14 years old at the time,
remembers getting a phone call in 1949 from
Jack, who asked that he meet him on
Saturday at a certain time on the corner of
Sixth Avenue and 29th Street, across from a
chapel in New York. He did not tell John why.

John took a train to New York and
walked to the corner, where he waited out-
side. A beautiful young woman approached
John and asked him if he was waiting for
Jack. It was Virginia Baker. To John's sur-
prise, he was there to be best man at Jack’s
wedding. Eventually, Jack and Virginia had
three children, Holly, Brooke and Cody.

In 1950 Elia Kazan, who had directed “A
Streetcar Named Desire,” left New York to go
to Hollywood to direct “Panic in the Streets”
starring Richard Widmark. Mr. Kazan cast
Jack Palance as “Blackie,” a menacing crimi-
nal carrying the bubonic plague. The picture
received an Academy Award for best writ-
ing. In 1952, Palance was cast opposite Joan
Crawford in “Sudden Fear” He played the
part of a gold-digging actor-husband who
scared the hell out of Ms. Crawford as he
plotted to kill her. He received his first Oscar
nomination as Best Supporting Actor.

Palance was again nominated for Best
Supporting Actor in the Alan Ladd starrer
“Shane,” where he was cast as a notoriously
skilled gunfighter named Jack Wilson.
Although Palance did not win an Oscar for
his role, “Shane” did set him up as a star, and
he ended up doing more than 10 films in
Hollywood in the 1950s. In 1957 he received
an Emmy for Best Actor in the Playhouse 90
production of “Requiem for a Heavyweight”
In 1958 Palance went to Europe, where he

(Continued on page 15)
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Los Angeles...

(Continued from page 14)

played the hero in “The Man Inside” and
made a number of movies, including a film
with French actress Brigitte Bardot.

Palance returned to Hollywood in 1963
to star in the TV series “The Greatest Show
on Earth.” He alternated his TV shows with
films, including “The Man from UNCLE” and
the western adventure “The Professionals”
opposite Lee Marvin and Burt Lancaster.
Now an international star, Palance contin-
ued to make films in the U.S. and abroad
into the 1970s. In 1973 he made a highly
acclaimed British TV movie “Bram Stoker’s
Dracula” and in the US, he starred in the
TV series “Bronk”

Mr. Palance continued by informing us
that his older brother was always employed
as an actor in films here and abroad. John
Palance, on the other hand, was in Rome
where he made his home with his wife, Rita,
while producing documentaries for Warner
Bros. in Europe and Israel. During this time
he was introduced to the Ukrainian patri-
arch, Josyf Slipyj, who was living in the
Vatican. John and the patriarch became
close friends, and John had a standing invi-
tation to have dinner with him every
Tuesday, which he did. In 1979, John and
Rita welcomed their daughter, Ivanna, who
was baptized by Patriarch Josyf. Nine years
later, John Palance had the opportunity to
film Cardinal Slipyj at St. Peter’s celebrating
the liturgy marking Ukraine’s millennium of
Christianity while thousands of Ukrainians
from around the world were in attendance.

John Palance went back and forth from
Los Angeles to Rome and other European
cities while working for several studios. He
was also involved in making a film with
Jack Palance in Israel. John continued to
visit Patriarch Josyf during his time in
Rome. While on a production in Europe,
Jack Palance came to see John and was
introduced to the patriarch during a dinner.
The meeting was jovial, and Jack promised
the cardinal he would send him a cow from
his ranch in Kern County in California. That
became a standing joke in future meetings.

Finally, in 1991, Jack Palance got the
chance to do a comedy. He was cast as cow-
boy Curly Washburn in “City Slickers.” We
all remember Palance stepping on the stage
to accept his Best Supporting Actor Oscar in
1992 from his co-star and M.C., Billy Crystal.
And who can forget his feat of dropping to
the floor at age 73 to do one-handed push-
ups! The audience went wild and we
cheered at home. In 1994 Palance filmed
“City Slickers 11" playing Curly’s brother.
With renewed fame, came more parts in
filmand TV.

Jack Palance was also very active in vari-
ous charities, such as those supporting M.S.

Elizabeth Zaharkiv
The Chervona Kalyna dance troupe.

research and helping veterans. In 1996 he
was asked by the U.S. government to go to
Kyiv to promote and help with the distribu-
tion of much-needed supplies to the vic-
tims of the Chornobyl disaster. He returned
to Ukraine in 1998 to shoot “Marco Polo” in
Crimea. Back on his ranch in California, he
welcomed the Los Angeles Plast scouts to
camp out at his Tehachapi ranch. Palance
made frequent visits to his Pennsylvania
farm, and was always willing to help those
in need. He took part in various Ukrainian
festivals and acknowledged his Ukrainian
heritage.

John Palance reminded the audience
that Jack was the author of “The Forest of
Love” a popular book of poetry. A record-
ing was played of Palance reading some of
his poems, and Elizabeth Zaharkiv-Yemetz
continued reading excerpts for everyone’s
enjoyment.

Several fond memories were offered by
John Palance. After their father died in
1955 of lung cancer and one by one the
children were leaving the family home,
their mother made them promise that they
would always come home for the Ukrainian
holidays. And they did, up until their moth-
er passed away in 1973,

As Jack Palance’s health started to
decline in mid-2005, he went to live with
his daughter Holly in Montecito, Calif. The
family would often visit him there. On
November 10, 2006, Ivanna Palance
received a call from Holly asking them to
come and say their good-byes to her father.
Jack was unconscious as John cradled him
in his arms and spoke softly to him. Just
before he died, Jack opened his eyes, looked
at John and whispered tenderly “Yanko.”
Choking up with emotion, John told the
guests: “Jack was not only my brother, he
was my best friend”

After the applause died down, Mr.
Wyhinny came back to the podium to
remind everyone of the 2004 Russian Film
Festival in Hollywood. At the festival, Jack
Palance was introduced and asked to
accept his award. Mr. Palance stood and
said “I feel like | walked into the wrong
room by mistake. | think that Russian film
is interesting, but | have nothing to do with
Russia or Russian film. My parents were
born in Ukraine, I'm Ukrainian, I’'m not
Russian. So excuse me, but | don’t belong
here. It's best if we leave” Mr. Palance had
been awarded the title of “People’s Artist”
by President Vladimir Putin, of Russia;
however, Mr. Palance refused the title there
and in private, and he and his entourage
left the venue.

Mr. Wyhinny concluded by noting that,
although Jack Palance is widely remem-
bered for playing ruthless and despicable
characters, those who intimately knew him
remember him as “a generous, family man.”
In addition to being an actor, Jack had other
talents as well. For, unlike Stanley
Kowalski, Jack was always “a con-
tender” He loved and embraced
his Ukrainian heritage and fought
for his home, America.

Mr. Wyhinny continued by
pointing out that, today, in this
hall, we have several young
Ukrainian soldiers who are fight-
ing for the land of our fathers.
Let’s not forget them and our
roots. Since Ukraine’s Maidan
Revolution of 2014, we honor
our young men and women who
have fought and continue to fight
for Ukraine’s freedom: “Glory to
Ukraine! To the Heroes Glory!”
For, as Jack said, “My parents
were born in Ukraine. | am
Ukrainian”

May Jack Palance’s memory be
eternal.

Taras Shevchenko celebrated
at Ukrainian National Museum

by Oryna Hrushetska

CHICAGO - In his final testament,
Ukraine’s great bard and literary con-
science calls on his countrymen to rip off
their shackles and fight off their oppres-
sors, then asks that his new, freshly liberat-
ed Ukrainian family mention him with a
kind, soft-spoken word. But there was
nothing soft-spoken about the passionate
recitations and masterful strumming that
so lovingly channelled Taras Shevchenko’s
boisterous spirit during the commemora-
tion at the Ukrainian National Museum of
the 205th anniversary of his birth.

Two men who've spent decades heeding
Shevchenko’s call-to-action transfixed a full
house for the entire evening of March 8.

Voice of America bureau chief Peter
Fedynsky was so deeply moved by the
bard’s incisive oeuvre that he embarked on
a translation of the “Kobzar” — Shevchenko’s
revolutionary collection that sits on book-
shelves alongside the Bible in many
Ukrainian households. As a dazzling tribute
to the poet who was, after all, a painter first,
Glagoslav Publishers has produced a lavish-
ly illustrated, sturdily bound gift edition. But
even the accessible paperback and hard-
back versions available on Amazon reflect
the bard’s visual, visceral writing style.

Since he was commemorating the pro-
phetic poet’s anniversary in the Windy City,
Mr. Fedynsky recited translations of poems
that evoke the wind - its power to uplift or
destroy, its ability to stir passive hearts and
minds.

UNM

Writer Peter Fedynsky at the Ukrainian
National Museum in Chicago.

The passionate translator certainly rat-
tled up conventional perceptions of
Shevchenko with his slide show featuring
contemporary depictions of the revolution-
ary poet.

Inspirational photos of 2013-2014
Euromaidan Revolution were peppered
with the bard’s portrait displayed like a
saint’s icon on the streets, stages and tents

(Continued on page 19)

Presentation in San Francisco focuses
on history of Ukrainian Catholic Church

Vlad Mezhibovsky

SAN FRANCISCO - The Ukrainian Catholic Education Foundation’s chief develop-
ment officer, Alexander Kuzma, gave a presentation at St. Ignatius Loyola Church on
the campus of the University of San Francisco on the topic “The Ukrainian Catholic
Church: From the Soviet Underground to the Revolution of Dignity.” The presenta-
tion, delivered on February 10, was part of the Adult Faith Formation Speakers’ Series
that the church offers to its parishioners. Following the talk, a group of San Francisco
Friends of Ukrainian Catholic University met at the home of Yana Rathman to discuss
future events and expanded outreach in the Bay Area to benefit UCU. Seen above
(from left) are: Sophia Yushchenko, Olesia Kuzio, Oleh Kuzio, Ms. Rathman, Anne
Chermak Dillen, Franca Gargiulo and Mr. Kuzma.

— Anne Chermak Dillen
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Zolotyj Promin’s middle group performs “Molodyi Bukovynskyi.”

Uliarsfindison -Dayy st Hsietifornd Wollf Praclic

by Ihor N. Stelmach

HARTFORD, Conn. — Having gotten their
dancing feet wet in Newark, N.J., at
Ukrainian Day at the New Jersey Devils in
2018, Hartford'’s Zolotyj Promin dancers
kicked up their heels a notch one year later.
The XL Center in Hartford, Conn., on April 7
hosted the first-ever Ukrainian Day at the
Hartford Wolf Pack, starring the aforemen-
tioned group of young Ukrainian folk danc-
ers as solo performers.

Dancers ranging in age from 10 to 30
entertained fans of the New York Rangers’
American Hockey League affiliate prior to
the start of the game in the atrium and with
a second presentation at center ice during
the game’s first intermission.

Organized by Zolotyj Promin’s president,
Roman Kolinsky, and directed by renowned
dancer-choreographer Orlando Pagan, the
event was witnessed by some 3,405 attend-
ing the Wolf Pack-Binghamton Devils
Sunday matinee match-up. Long time XL
Center employee Lew Zelez initiated the
contact with Morgan Nadel from the AHL
club’s community relations staff.

About an hour before the puck dropped
at center ice, those arriving early were for-
mally greeted with traditional Ukrainian
bread and salt by the older group of danc-
ers (age 14-16) performing the “Pryvit”
dance in the spacious atrium area outside
of the arena entrance. Next was a dance
called “Molodyi Bukovynskyi,” performed

by the middle group of dancers (age
10-14), followed by “Kozachok” danced by
the older group. The middle group
returned with its version of “Hutsulka” and
the session concluded with an encore per-
formance of the “Pryvit” for the throng of
fans arriving for the 3 p.m. start of the
game. The gathered crowd rewarded the
young Ukrainian dancers with very enthu-
siastic ovations throughout the atrium per-
formance.

While introducing the four dances, Mr.
Kolinsky gave an overview of the Zolotyj

Christine Melnyk

Zolotyj Promin’s older group performs “Pryvit.”

Zolotyj Promin alumni perform “Hopak.”

Promin dance ensemble, including a brief
history and the organization’s mission
statement.

At the conclusion of the first period of
play, a Zolotyj Promin alumni group of 12
danced the traditional Ukrainian “Hopak”
at center ice. This lengthy dance featured
artistic twists, leaps and pirouettes by the
four young male performers, drawing most
appreciative responses from the fans in the
stands.

During the third period of action, Mr.
Kolinsky was briefly interviewed on the

Zolotyj Promin’s middle and older dance groups.

arena’s jumbotron, speaking once again
about the essence of the Zolotyj Promin
dance ensemble and providing contact
information.

Mr. Kolinsky and Ms. Nadel have already
discussed plans for a second Ukrainian Day
at the Hartford Wolf Pack in 2020, with the
prospect of scheduling the event on a busi-
er Friday or Saturday evening. The hope is
to book bandura players, and a Ukrainian
vocal group, and to have a Ukrainian sing
the national anthem, Ukrainian veterans
present colors, young Ukrainians ride the
Zamboni during intermissions and perhaps
a tribute honoring a longime contributor of
the local Ukrainian community.

It is said that imitation is the sincerest
form of flattery. What began in Newark sev-
eral years ago has now been realized by
Ukrainian communities in Edmonton
(Alberta), Philadelphia, Detroit and Hartford.
Super kudos and sincere thanks are due to
those who initiated this concept for their
foresight to publicize the Ukrainian cause via
its rich cultural venues. Congratulations to
those who recognized this most positive
method of promoting Ukraine and had the
inner fortitude to copy it.

On the ice, the home team Wolf Pack
snapped a six-game winless streak by scor-
ing five unanswered goals in a 6-2 win over
Binghamton. Each squad dressed a
Ukrainian skater: Hartford defenseman
Darren Raddysh had an assist while Alex
Krushelnyski tallied a goal and had a minor
penalty for the Binghamton Devils.

Read the Ukrainian National Association’s newspapers online: www.ukrweekly.com ¢ www.svobhoda-news.com
Our online archives are made possible by our generous sponsors:

Self Reliance New York
Federal Credit Union

Shevchenko Scientific Society, U.S.A.

Anonymous donor

Selfreliance Federal Credit Union

SUMA Federal Credit Union

Heritage Foundation of 1st Security Savings Bank

Bahriany Foundation
and others
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Film director...
(Continued from page 9)

prisoners of war. | just wanted the war to
end. Nobody is winning in this situation.
We drove through villages that were empty.
It is too dangerous to live there. The dam-
age that is happening to the country is hor-
rible.

Do you have a background in film-
making or did you become a citizen
filmmaker on the go?

Citizen filmmaker on the go. In 2013, |
started making some advertising films,
maybe four short films. Then some more. |
still am in the early stages of my career. We
have more stories, we have a documentary

film concept and want to talk about it with
people at Tribeca and in Ukraine. We defi-
nitely want to keep making documentaries
in Ukraine. | also want to make a feature, a
90-minute-length proper film.

What is your feature-length film
going to be about?

I am going in two different directions.
One is a story experienced in Ukraine by my
girlfriend, and | wanted to tell about it. The
other one is a trilogy about Ukrainian histo-
ry: one is a story about the Holodomor, sec-
ondly, there is a story about Chornobyl and
finally about the Euro-Maidan. | feel like
these Ukrainian stories are rich with emo-
tion and universally appealing. Ukraine
seems to be the most interesting place in
the world for me. Ukraine is an amazing

place. People there told me stories, and I'd
like to tell those stories to people in
Australia, the UK. and Europe.

What do you plan to do after Tribeca?

| want to go back. My intention after
Tribeca is to find the funding, go to Ukraine
and make another short documentary. |
have some colleagues in Ukraine who are
interested in cooperating with me. My
grandparents from Ternopil, Ukraine,
brought me up as a Ukrainian in Australia. |
am a member of Plast (Ukrainian Scouting
Organization), | speak some Ukrainian and
I wanted to explain the situation not as an
outsider but somebody who is connected to
Ukraine and its people in so many ways. |
wanted to be one of those Ukrainians tell-
ing their story as best | could.

A post-nationalist...

(Continued from page 7)

(“Conservative Democracy,” “First Things,’
January 2019, 19-22)) If this is true for
America, it is probably true for Mr.
Zelensky’s Ukraine.

Where, then, can Ukraine find the
resources for a morally grounded modern
nationalism? Delving into our cultural and
religious past is only a start. We need to go
back to the beginning, with Aristotle, seek-
ing the purpose of the state itself.
Meanwhile, as Ernest Gellner predicted
over 35 years ago (“Nations and
Nationalism,” 1983, pp. 118-22), national-
ism will most likely endure. And so, of
course, will Ukraine.

SUPPLEMENTAL SUMMONS

Index No. 3161/2018

SUPREME COURT OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK
COUNTY OF ULSTER

KEYBANK NATIONAL ASSOCIATION,

-Vs-

Mortgaged Premises:

TOTHE ABOVE NAMED DEFENDANT(S):

Plaintiff,

LYNDA LUKEY A/K/A LYNDA LUKIV A/K/A LUKEY DENYSENKO; UNKNOWN HEIRS OF THE ESTATE OF WLADIMIR
DENYSENKO A/K/A JUAN WLADIMIR DENYSENKO; UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 0/B/O INTERNAL REVENUE
SERVICE; NEW YORK STATE DEPARTMENT OF TAXATION AND FINANCE; THE BOARD OF MANAGERS OF ZOLOTA
0SIN CONDOMINIUM;»JOHN DOE #1-5» and «JANE DOE #1-5» said names being fictitious, it being the intention
of Plaintiff to designate any and all occupants, tenants, persons or corporations, if any, having or claiming an
interest in or lien upon the premises being foreclosed herein,

Defendants.
26 Z0LOTA OSIN ROAD, KERHONKSON, NY 12446
A/K/A 26 ZOLOTA OSIN, KERHONKSON, NY 12446

YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED to answer the Complaint in the above entitled action and to serve a copy of your
Answer on the plaintiff's attorney within twenty (20) days of the service of this Summons, exclusive of the day
of service, or within thirty (30) days after service of the same is complete where service is made in any manner
other than by personal delivery within the State. The United States of America, if designated as a defendant in

this action, may answer or appear within sixty (60) days of service. Your failure to appear or to answer will result
in a judgment against you by default for the relief demanded in the Complaint. In the event that a deficiency
balance remains from the sale proceeds, a judgment may be entered against you, unless the Defendant obtained
a bankruptcy discharge and such other or further relief as may be just and equitable.

NOTICE
YOU ARE IN DANGER OF LOSING YOUR HOME

If you do not respond to this summons and complaint by serving a copy of the answer on the attorney for the
mortgage company who filed this foreclosure proceeding against you and filing the answer with the court, a
default judgment may be entered and you can lose your home.

Speak to an attorney or go to the court where your case is pending for further information on how to answer the
summons and protect your property.

Sending a payment to your mortgage company will not stop this foreclosure action.

YOU MUST RESPOND BY SERVING A COPY OF THE ANSWER ON THE ATTORNEY FOR THE PLAINTIFF (MORTGAGE
COMPANY) AND FILING THE ANSWER WITH THE COURT.

ULSTER County is designated as the place of trial. The basis of venue is the location of the mortgaged premises.
Dated: January 10,2019

VICTOR SPINELLI, ESQ.

FEIN, SUCH & CRANE, LLP

Attorneys for Plaintiff

1400 0Id Country Road Ste. (103

Westbury, NY 11590

Telephone No. (516) 394-6921

NATURE AND OBJECT OF ACTION

The object of the above action is to foreclose a Mortgage held by the Plaintiff and recorded in the County of
ULSTER, State of New York as more particularly described in the Complaint herein.

TOTHE DEFENDANT(S), the plaintiff makes no personal claim against you in this action.
DESCRIPTION OF MORTGAGED PREMISES

The UNIT known, designated and described as Unit No. 26 (hereinafter called «The Unit») in the Declaration
establishing the Zolota Osin Condominium (hereinafter called the «Property»), made by the Grantor under the
Condominium Act of the State of New York (Article 9-B of the Real Property Law of the State of New York) dated
March 5th, 1976, recorded in the Office of the Clerk of the County of Ulster on the 4th day of May, 1976, in Liber
1, at Page 57 (hereinafter called the “Declaration”), and designated as Tax Lot No. C-26 on the Tax Map of the
Assessor Of the Town of Rochester, and on Exhibit No. 1 of the said Declaration, and on the Floor Plans of the
Unit, as certified by Alex N. Diachishin & Associates, Consulting Engineers, on the 5th day of March, 1976, and
filed in the Office of the Clerk of the County of Ulster as condominium Plan No. 3. The land on which the Unit is
located (and on which the other Unite and Buildings forming part of Zolota Osin Condominium are located) is

described as follows:

ALLTHAT CERTAIN PIECE OR PARCEL OF LAND, together with the buildings and improvements thereon, located in
the Town of Rochester, Ulster County, New York, bounded and described as follows:

BEGINNING at a found iron pipe located on the westerly bounds of New York State Routes 44-55, and being a
corner of the lands now or formerly of D.Roy Van Etten (Liber 669 Page 360) and proceeding then along the
bounds of Van Etten, North 69 degrees 36 minutes 09 seconds West, 252.78 feet to a found iron pipe; then
continuing along the bounds of Van Etten, south 28 degree 46 minutes 15 seconds West, 360.00 feet to a found
iron pipe, thence continuing along other lands of Van Etten (Liter 614 Page 504), North 69 degrees 27 minutes
09 seconds West, 517.70 feet to an iron rod found in a pile of stones, reputed to be on the Town line separating
the Townships of Rochester and Wawarsing, and being on the bounds of lands now or formerly of Raymond
Barringer; then along the lands of Barringer, North 06 degrees 28 minutes 25 seconds West 1,010.29 feet to an
iron rod; then along the lands to be retained by Steve Lechnowsky, South 89 degrees 05 minutes 47 seconds
East, 539.86 feet to a set iron rod; continuing along the lands of Lechnowsky, South 27 degrees 23 minutes 21
seconds East 408.32 feet to a set iron rod; then still along the lands retained by Lechnowsky, south 75 degrees 48
minutes 47 seconds East, 379.78 feet to an iron rod set on the westerly bounds of New York State Routes 44-55;
then along the bounds of said highway, South 29 degrees 21 minutes 08 seconds West, 450.00 feet to the point

or place of beginning.
CONTAINING 20.0 acres more or less.
ALL bearings as the magnetic needle painted in 1972.

ALSO INCLUDING a fifteen (15) foot wide drainage easement running through lands of Steve Lechnowsky, said
easement to be 15 feet in width and the centerline of said easement shall not be less than 100 feet in length no
more than 200 feet in length. Said easement centerline shall commence on the northerly line of lands of Zolota
Osin, Inc,, said line being more particularly defined as the northerly line of the Common Drainage Easement on
a map entitled “Survey of Lands of Zolota Osin Condominium” as prepared by Alex N. Diachishin and Associates,
Consulting Engineers, Napanoch, New York, dated December, 1974, said easement centerline shall run in a
northerly direction until it intersects an existing small stream.

THE above described drainage easement shall be used for the purposes of channeling or directing surface water
coming from lands of Zolota Osin Condominium by means of a ditch or a pipe or a combination of both, across
lands of Steve Lechnowsky to be discharged in an existing stream on lands of said Leohnowsky.

ALSO INCLUDING an easement for a sanitary sewer to begin on the northerly bounds of the parcel herein
described, where the boundary intersects the westerly edge of New York State Routes 44-55, being a strip 15 feet
in width and 150 feet in length, running parallel to said State Road. It being the intent to provide an easement
for the construction and maintenance of a sewer line to discharge efflent into a stream, being a tributary of the
Stonykill, as approved by the Ulster County Department of Health.

THE ABOVE described 20 acre parcel and appurtenant easements is more particularly bounded and described on
amap entitled “Survey of lands of Zolota Osin Condominium,» as prepared by Alex N. Diachishin and Associates,
Consulting Engineers of Napanoch, New York, under date of December. 1974, which map shall be annexed to the
Declaration as Exhibit No. | and made a part thereof, and shall be filed in the Office of the Clerk of the County of

Ulster therewith.

TOGETHER with an undivided 3.8461 percent interest in the common elements of the Property {hereinafter

called the «ccommon elements»);

TOGETHER with an easement for the continuance of all encroachments by the Unit on any adjoining units or
common elements now existing as a result of construction of a Building or portion thereof on the units, or which
may come into existence hereafter as a result of setting or shifting of a Building or portion thereof on the units, or
as a result of repair or restoration of a Building or portion thereof on a unit or units, after destruction or damage
by fire or other casualty or after a taking in condemnation or eminent domain proceedings, or by reason of an
alteration to the common elements, so that any such encroachments may remain so long as the Building or

Buildings, or portions thereof, shall stand.

TOGETHER with an easement in common with the owners of other units to use any pipe, wires, ducts, cables,
conduits, public utility lines, and other common elements located in or on any of the other units or elsewhere on

the Property, and serving the Unit;

TOGETHER with the appurtenances and all the estate and rights of the Grantor in and to the Unit;

TOGETHER with and subject to all easements of necessity in favor of the Unit or in favor of other units or the

common elements.

TOGETHER also with easements for (a) the exclusive use of the structural portion of the wall or partition
separating the individual Residences and situate between the Units in common with the owner of the adjacent
unit separated and benefitted by the said wall or partition; and (b) the exclusive use of all pipes, conduits, cables,
wires, and similar elements, or such portions thereof, which serve the individual Buildings and exist and are for
the sole benefit of the individual units upon which such Buildings are constructed, in common with the owner of

the adjacent unit served and benefitted by the same.

TOGETHER with a right of way through the common elements to the public highway.
26 Zolota Osin Road aka 26 Zolota Osin, Kerhonkson, NY 12446

Premises:

Tax Parcel ID No.: Section: 84.6 Block: 1 Lot: 11




No. 19

THE UKRAINIAN WEEKLY

SUNDAY, MAY 12, 2019

19

Through May 25
Chicago

Through May 26
New York

Through May 26
New York

Through
September 29
New York

May 16
Jenkintown, PA

May 16
Boston

May 17
Washington

Art exhibit, featuring paintings by Yuri Olishkevych and
Anatoliy Khmara, Ukrainian National Museum, 312-721-8020

Art exhibit, "George Thaddeus Saj: Memories - Mixed
Media Portraits,” Ukrainian Institute of America,
212-288-8660 or www.ukrainianinstitute.org

Exhibit, "Ivan Marchuk: Paintings,” Ukrainian Institute
of America, www.ukrainianinstitute.org or 212-288-8660

Exhibit, "Full Circle: Ukraine's Struggle for Independence
100 Years Ago, 1917-1921," The Ukrainian Museum,
www.ukrainianmuseum.org or 212-228-0110

Film screening, "Blazhenishiy” by Olena Moshynsky, about
the life and service of Cardinal Josyf Slipyj, St. Sophia
Religious Association of Ukrainian Catholics, Ukrainian
Educational and Cultural Center, st.sophiara@yahoo.com

Vyshyvanka Day celebration, Ukrainian American
Educational Center of Boston, Grill Room of Boston
College Club, http://vyshyvankaday.com

Concert, "The Sounds of Ukraine,” Kyiv Chamber Choir,
Platinum Concerts International, Chorus America,

National City Christian Church, 416-766-2557

May 17-19
New York

May 17-19
Kerhonkson, NY
845-626-5641

May 18
New York

St. George Ukrainian Festival, St. George Ukrainian
Catholic Church, 212-677-7460

Ukrainian Journalists of North America Conference,

Soyuzivka Heritage Center, www.soyuzivka.com or

Presentation by Sofia Riabchuk, "Why Museums are
Important for Tomorrow's Education,” Shevchenko

Scientific Society, 212-254-5130

May 18
Philadelphia

Concert, "The Sounds of Ukraine,” Kyiv Chamber Choir,
Platinum Concerts Infernational, Carmel Presbyterian

Church, 416-766-2557

May 18
Chicago

Night at the Museum, with entertainment and food,
Ukrainian National Museum, 312-421-8090 or

www.ukrainiannationalmuseum.org

May 19
New York

Concert, "The Sounds of Ukraine,” Kyiv Chamber Choir,
Platinum Concerts International, Church of the

Heavenly Rest, 416-766-2557

May 19
Alexandria, VA

Concert, featuring soprano Stefania Dovhan and pianist
R. Timothy McReynolds, The Washington Group Cultural

Fund, The Lyceum, www.twgcf.org or
twgculturalfund@gmail.com

May 20
Tofield, AB

May 20
West Hartford, CT

Celebration of Spring, Ukrainian Cultural Heritage
Village, https://ukrainianvillage.ca/events

Concert, "The Sounds of Ukraine,” Kyiv Chamber Choir,
Platinum Concerts International, St. John's Episcopal

Church, 416-766-2557

May 21
Boston
416-766-2557

May 22
Rochester, NY

Concert, "The Sounds of Ukraine,” Kyiv Chamber Choir,
Platinum Concerts International, First Church,

Concert, "The Sounds of Ukraine,” Kyiv Chamber Choir,
Platinum Concerts International, Eastman School of

Music, 416-766-2557

May 23
Cleveland

Concert, "The Sounds of Ukraine,” Kyiv Chamber Choir,
Platinum Concerts International, St. Columbkille

Church, 416-766-2557

May 23
Jenkintown, PA

Award Reception, honoring Rep. Brian Fitzpatrick,
Ukrainian Federation of America, Ukrainian Educational

and Cultural Center, 215-782-1075

Entries in "Out and About” are listed free of charge. Priority is given to events
advertised in The Ukrainian Weekly. However, we also welcome submissions
from all our readers. I'tems will be published at the discretion of the editors
and as space allows. Please send e-mail to mdubas@ukrweekly.com.

Taras Shevchenko...
(Continued from page 15)

of protestors. An oil painting depicted an
enraged Taras with a tire flung over his
shoulder, just like those of the barricade
builders who risked their lives to protest
yet another corrupt, Russian-backed
regime. Then, an intriguing montage:
Shevchenko as Superman, Shevchenko as
Elvis, Shevchenko as Einstein, Shevchenko
as the Statue of Liberty, even Shevchenko
as his African-American soul mate tragedi-
an Ira Aldrige. It was all part of an eye-
catching campaign to reach Ukrainian
youth with a modern incarnation of
Shevchenko’s timeless, universal message.
Like the 15th century itinerant blind
minstrels singing epic historic ballads,
modern-day kobzar Taras Yanytsky, who
flew in from Kyiv, celebrated the occasion
with flawlessly executed music set to

UNM

Kobzar Taras Yanytsky performs during

the Ukrainian National Museum’s trib-
ute to Taras Shevchenko.

Shevchenko's lyrical repertoire about the
freedom-fighting exploits of the Kozaks.
Then he shared his earthy sense of humor,
encouraging the audience to sing along
with tongue-in-cheek folk songs.

But the bandura virtuoso also surprised
the audience with a contemporary twist —
the Honored Artist of Ukraine and Kyiv
National University of Culture professor
has elevated bandura-playing to a high art.
In Mr. Yanytsky's hands, the 65-string, five-
octave chromatically tuned modern bandu-
ra resonates with avant-garde melodies
and convulsive rhythms requiring 10-fin-
gered acrobatics. His own boldly experi-
mental compositions had the audience riv-
eted, and his version of Hryhory Kytasky’s
iconic “Echoes of the Steppes” enchanted
with dynamically cinematic allure.

The mesmerizing strumming and
melodic recitations synergized exquisitely
throughout the evening, culminating with
the singing of Shevchenko’s “Zapovit”
(Testament), which Ukrainians born on
either side of the Atlantic have memorized
as children. Kozak spirits seemed to electri-
fy the room, as chests swelled with pride
over a country and era stored in their
genetic memory.

Curator Maria Klimchak’s fascinating
exhibition of portraits, posters and books
dating back to 1843 made it clear to even
the non-Ukrainian Chicagoans in the audi-
ence why Lyndon B. Johnson said: “He was
more than a Ukrainian — he was a statesman
and citizen of the world. He was more than a
poet — he was a valiant crusader for the
rights and freedom of men. He used verse to
carry on a determined fight for freedom.”

Thanks to two spectacularly talented,
passionate artists, UNM guests got a rare,
raw glimpse into the Ukrainian soul rever-
berating with the bard’s irrefutable predic-
tion: “Our soul shall never perish, Freedom
knows no dying.”

Ambassador...

(Continued from page 1)

the Ambassador’s dismissal,” the
Congressmen wrote.

“By recalling Ambassador Yovanovitch just
mere months before her tenure in Ukraine
was set to end, the administration is harming
American interests and undermining
American diplomacy. We call on the adminis-
tration to reverse this decision immediately.
In this period of transition, Ukraine needs
gifted professionals like Ambassador
Yovanovitch more than ever;” they said.

Reps. Hoyer and Engel sent private let-
ters in April to Secretary of State Michael R.
Pompeo to highlight Ambassador
Yovanovitch's tireless advocacy for gover-
nance, economic and anti-corruption
reforms in Ukraine, which led to personal
attacks against her from certain political
actors within Ukraine and from political
allies of President Trump, including a tweet
by Donald Trump Jr.

They urged Secretary Pompeo to issue a
public statement of support for
Ambassador Yovanovitch.

The U.S. State Department has denied an
explosive claim by Ukrainian Prosecutor
General Yuriy Lutsenko that Ambassador
Yovanovitch gave him “a list of people
whom we should not prosecute” during
their first in-person meeting.

“The allegations by the Ukrainian prose-

cutor general are not true and intended to
tarnish the reputation of Ambassador
Yovanovitch,” a State Department spokes-
person told RFE/RL on March 21. “Such
attacks redouble our resolve to help
Ukraine win the struggle against corrup-
tion,” the spokesperson added.

“The statement of Ukraine’s prosecutor-
general does not correspond to reality and
is meant to weaken the reputation of
Ambassador Yovanovitch,” the State
Department said.

Mr. Lutsenko, who was appointed in
2016 despite having no law degree, forced
the Verkhovna Rada to amend legislation
before approving his nomination as prose-
cutor general. He has faced repeated calls
from critics for his dismissal, and even
announced his resignation as recently as
November 2018.

Ambassador Yovanovitch on March 31
called on Kyiv to fire Nazar Kholodnytskyy,
the country’s special anti-corruption prose-
cutor, and the statement made headlines not
only for its timing before the presidential
elections (and a day prior to the arrival of
U.S. Undersecretary of State David Hale, who
was expected to discuss Ukraine’s anti-cor-
ruption efforts), but also for its bluntness.

The ambassador explained that the
replacement of Mr. Kholodnytskyy, who
had been accused of assisting officials sus-
pected of corruption to avoid prosecution,
would ensure the integrity of the anti-cor-
ruption institutions.

KE

Want to keep up to date on developments in Ukraine?

The Ukrainian Weekly

on Facebook
to read the latest!
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The UNA announces
Scholarships and Awards
for students attending
college in the 2019-2020
academic year.

Students wishing to apply for a UNA scholarship or
award must meet the following criteria:

« Have been an active, premium-paying UNA member
for at least two years by June 1st of 2019

» Have had a single premium policy or an annuity,
valued at a minimum of $5,000 during the last two
years

« Be enrolled as a full-time student in an accredited
college or university, studying towards their first
bachelor’s degree

The application for a UNA scholarship or award must
be postmarked no later than June 1, 2019.

For complete details and applications, please call the
UNA headquarters or visit the Our Benefits page on
the UNA website at:

www.UNAInc.org
UNA, Inc.
2200 Route 10
Parsippany, NJ 07054

800-253-9862 ext. 3035

PREVIEW OF EVENTS

Saturday, May 18

NEW YORK: The Shevchenko Scientific
Society invites all to a lecture, “Why
Museums are Important for Tomorrow’s
Education,” by Sofia Riabchuk. A Kyiv-based
scientist, Dr. Riabchuk is a 2018-2019
Fulbright scholar at the Smithsonian
Institution’s Lemelson Center for the Study
of Invention and Innovation. The lecture will
take place at the society’s building, 63
Fourth Ave. (between Ninth and 10th
streets), at 5 p.m. For additional information
call 212-254-5130.

Thursday, May 23
JENKINTOWN, Pa.: The Ukrainian

attend an award presentation and reception
honoring Congressman Brian Fitzpatrick,
co-chairman of the Congressional Ukrainian
Caucus. The reception is co-hosted by Reps.
Jim Gerlach and Mike Fitzpatrick, former co-
chairmen of the caucus. Rep. Charles F.
Dougherty will serve as MC. The Reception
will be held at 7 p.m. at the Ukrainian
Educational and Cultural Center, 700 Cedar
Road, Jenkintown, PA 19043. Rep.
Fitzpatrick will be awarded the Alexander B.
Chernyk Medal for his leadership on the
caucus and his initiation of important reso-
lutions and statements regarding Ukraine.
Please join us in honoring an exceptional
friend of Ukraine and leader in Congress.
The event is free of charge. To RSVP call

Federation of America invites the publicto  215-782-1075.

PREVIEW OF EVENTS GUIDELINES

Preview of Events is a listing of Ukrainian community events open to the public. It is a ser-
vice provided at minimal cost ($20 per listing) by The Ukrainian Weekly to the Ukrainian
community.

To have an event listed in Preview of Events please send information, in English, written
in Preview format, i.e., in a brief paragraph of several sentences that includes the date,
place, type of event, sponsor, admission, full names of persons and/or organizations
involved, and a phone number and/or e-mail address to be published for readers who
may require additional information. Items must be no more than 100 words long.

Preview items must be received no later than one week before the desired date of pub-
lication (i.e., they must be received by 9 am Monday morning). Please include payment for
each time the item is to appear and indicate date(s) of issue(s) in which the item is to be
published. Also, senders are asked to include the phone number of a person who may be
contacted by The Weekly during daytime hours, as well as their complete mailing address.

Information should be sent to preview@ukrweekly.com. When e-mailing, please do not
send items as attachments — simply type the text into the body of the e-mail message.

Preview items and payments may be mailed to: Preview of Events, The Ukrainian Weekly,
2200 Route 10, PO. Box 280, Parsippany, NJ 07054.

Visit our archive online: www.ukrweekly.com




