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U.S. Embassy in Ukraine describes
violence in Donetsk as terrorism
The U.S. Embassy in Kyiv on April 29 

released the following statement on the 
violence in Donetsk. Significantly, it 
described the violence perpetrated on 
peaceful demonstrators on April 28 as
“terrorism pure and simple.”

 
The United States is disgusted by last 

night’s savage attack on the peaceful pro-
unity demonstrators in Donetsk, including 
many women and children. This senseless 
violence is a reminder of the struggle for 
dignity that underlies the political debate 
in Ukraine today. We also condemn the 
separatists’ taking of hostages, both 
Ukrainians and international monitors, 

some of whom have been brutally beaten. 
There is no place for these examples of 
inhuman behavior in a modern, democrat-
ic society. This is terrorism, pure and sim-
ple. We support the Ukrainian govern-
ment’s efforts to contain this threat and 
defend the lives and safety of its citizens. In 
addition, we call on all who hold sway with 
these armed groups, including the Russian 
Federation, to arrange for an immediate 
cessation of all violent acts and the release 
of all hostages. This is a reminder of why 
the elections on May 25 will be so impor-
tant to the future of this country. And in 
that the Ukrainian people will enjoy the 
full support of the United States.

WASHINGTON – The United States this 
week announced new sanctions in 
response to “Russia’s continued illegal 
intervention in Ukraine and provocative 
acts that undermine Ukraine’s democracy 
and threaten its peace, security, stability, 
sovereignty, and territorial integrity.”

The White House Office of the Press 
Secretary released a statement on Monday, 
morning, April 28, 
announcing that 
seven Russian gov-
ernment officials and 
17 companies would 
be subject to target-
ed sanctions.

T r e a s u r y 
Secretary Jacob J. 
Lew also released a 
s t a te m e n t  t h a t 
morning, under-
s c o r i n g  t h a t 
“Russia’s dangerous 
and inflammatory 
act ions against 
Ukraine are illegal 
and illegitimate.”

Secretary Lew 
explained: “Since 
Russia has refused 
to follow through on 
its Geneva commit-
ments, today the 
United States is following through on its 
statements – we are imposing additional 
costs against Russia, including sanctions on 
individuals in the Russian leadership’s inner 
circle and 17 entities closely linked to previ-
ously sanctioned members of the inner cir-
cle.” 

He explained, “Today’s targeted actions, 
taken in close coordination with the EU, will 
increase the impact we have already begun 

to see on Russia’s own economy as a result of 
Russia’s actions in Ukraine and from U.S. and 
international sanctions. Russian economic 
growth forecasts have dropped sharply, capi-
tal flight has accelerated and higher borrow-
ing costs reflect declining confidence in the 
market outlook. Our goal continues to be for 
Russia to de-escalate the situation so that 
additional sanctions are not needed. 

However, we are 
resolved to contin-
ue to work with our 
international part-
ners and take the 
steps required, 
including action 
against individuals 
and entities in spe-
cific sectors, if 
Russia continues to 
press forward.” 

Secretary of State 
John Kerry had stat-
ed on April 24 that 
new sanctions would 
soon be announced. 
Speaking at the State 
Department briefing, 
he said, “It has now 
been a week since 
the United States, the 
European Union, 
Russia, and Ukraine 

met in Geneva. … Every day since we left 
Geneva – every day, even up to today, when 
Russia sent armored battalions right up the 
Luhansk Oblast border – the world has wit-
nessed a tale of two countries, two countries 
with vastly different understandings of what 
it means to uphold an international agree-
ment.”

U.S. announces new sanctions
in response to Russian moves

(Continued on page 10)

by Zenon Zawada

NEW YORK – For those wondering why 
eastern Ukraine’s leaders haven’t done 
more to defend their land against Russian 
invaders, they need look no further than 
the example of Hennadii Kernes.

The Kharkiv City Council chair (mayor) 
survived an assassination attempt on April 
28 that left him in critical condition. He was 
transported to Israel that night. He has 
undergone two operations after suffering 
extensive internal damage.

Ukraine’s Internal Affairs Ministry iden-
tified pro-Russian fighters as the prime sus-
pects in the attempted assassination. On 
April 27, Kharkiv police arrested 13 
Ukrainian radicals, confiscating their 
Molotov cocktails, nails, wooden batons 
and small explosives. A week earlier, police 
arrested a top local separatist leader.

“A scenario of destabilizing the situation 
in the region is clearly being traced in the 
actions of the criminals,” Deputy Internal 
Affairs Minister Serhii Yarovyi said that 
same day.

“Among the main theories is the reaction 
of separatists to recent events in Kharkiv. A 
reaction to the containment of separatist 
groups when order is being imposed in 
Kharkiv,” he added.

Indeed, political players of all stripes 
said the Russians had more to gain from 
killing Mr. Kernes since Kharkiv is a key tar-
get in their military campaign. 

As Ukraine’s second-largest city with a 
large Russophile population, it will serve as 
a benchmark for Russian President 
Vladimir Putin’s success in his plans to 
occupy southeastern Ukraine, which he has 
dubbed “Novorossiya.” Despite his pro-Rus-
sian orientation, Mr. Kernes has opposed 
calls for federalization or separatism.

“He went against the city’s residents and 
instead of supporting them, he supported 
the Kyiv government,” Ukrainian pro-feder-
alist politician Oleg Tsariov told the RIA 
Novosti news agency on April 28. 

His comments did not correspond to the 
results of polls conducted this month that 
demonstrated the majority of Kharkiv resi-
dents oppose separation and federalization.

“This once again proves that, at the cur-
rent moment, it’s impossible to hold elec-
tions until there’s a consensus, peace in 
society and calm,” said Mr. Tsariov, promot-
ing the Russian goal of derailing the May 25 
presidential election.

Yet, beyond such parroting of Russian 
propaganda, the view that most political 
experts believe was proven by Mr. Kernes’s 
shooting is that the Russian government 
isn’t satisfied with Ukrainian politicians 
merely declaring their pro-Russian orienta-
tion in speeches or on paper. 

The Putinists want the full commitment 
of southeastern Ukrainian leaders to their 
goal of federalizing Ukraine, or creating 
autonomous republics, with lethal conse-
quences for those refusing, observers said.

“After the crimes of the saboteurs in 
Sloviansk and the stripping of Crimea, the 
population, business and local elites for-
merly loyal to the Russian Federation are 
choosing stability in Ukraine,” Yurii 
Lutsenko, the leader of the Third Ukrainian 
Republic civic movement, wrote on his 
Facebook page on April 28.

“The shooting of Kernes is the first of 
planned attacks against the leaders of pub-
lic opinion who are disobedient to 
Moscow,” he predicted.

The shooting had an immediate ripple 
effect on the political landscape. Mr. Tsariov 
announced the next day he was removing 
his candidacy from the May 25 presidential 
election that the Russian government is try-
ing desperately to undermine.

Furthermore, he called on other candi-
dates representing southeastern Ukraine to 
follow his example, particularly Mykhailo 
Dobkin of the Party of Regions, Petro 
Symonenko of the Communist Party and 
independent Sergey Tigipko.

“Elections occurring against the back-
ground of a civil war should be boycotted,” 
Mr. Tsariov said, further repeating the 
Russian government’s position.

“Be honest with yourselves! You can’t 
not understand that by participating in the 

Kharkiv mayor, a Ukraine defender,
survives an assassination attempt

(Continued on page 9)

Hennadii Kernes, the Kharkiv City 
Council chair (mayor), survived an April 
28 assassination attempt that was widely 
believed to have been ordered by the 
Russian government because Mr. Kernes 
does not support its attempts to federalize 

Ukraine.

Viktor Kushchenko/UNIAN

“Seven days, two opposite 
responses, and one truth 
that cannot be ignored: 
The world will remain 
united for Ukraine. ... If 
Russia chooses the path 
of de-escalation, the inter-
national community – all 
of us – will welcome it. If 
Russia does not, the world 
will make sure that the 
cost for Russia will only 
grow.”

– U.S. Secretary of State 
John Kerry, speaking 

at the State Department 
on April 24.
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Forces ‘on full combat alert’`

KYIV – Ukraine’s acting president has 
said that Ukraine’s army is on “full combat 
alert,” as pro-Russian separatists seized the 
administrative headquarters in another 
eastern town. Oleksandr Turchynov told a 
meeting of oblast governors in Kyiv that 
“the threat of Russia starting a war against 
mainland Ukraine is real.” However, Mr. 
Turchynov was critical of the country’s 
“helpless” security forces, saying they were 
“unable to carry out their duties of protect-
ing citizens.” Furthermore, Mr. Turchynov 
added that some of them “are either help-
ing or cooperating with terrorist organiza-
tions.” His statement came as Ukraine’s 
army and police appeared to be making lit-
tle progress in a high-profile operation to 
try to prevent pro-Russian separatists from 
expanding their grip over towns in the east 
of the country. Mr. Turchynov several weeks 
ago also announced Ukraine’s defense forc-
es had been put on high alert. But that 
appeared to do little to prevent separatists 
from occupying government buildings and 
police headquarters in about a dozen east-
ern towns and cities in recent weeks. In the 
latest incident, pro-Russian activists on 
April 30 seized a government building and 
the police headquarters in the town of 
Horlivka. On April 29, pro-Russian demon-
strators overran and seized the regional 
administration building in the eastern city 
of Luhansk, prompting Mr. Turchynov to 
abruptly dismiss the local police command-
ers for what he called “inaction, powerless-
ness, and in some cases criminal treachery.” 
(RFE/RL with reporting by Reuters, Agence 
France-Presse and UNIAN)

Separatists to hold own vote 

MOSCOW – A leader of the self-declared 
“Donetsk People’s Republic” says the east-
ern Ukrainian region will not take part in 
the presidential election scheduled for May 
25. Denys Pushylin was speaking on April 
30 during a visit to Moscow on an apparent 
mission to seek support. Donetsk is one of 
a string of eastern Ukrainian cities where 
pro-Russian separatists have seized gov-
ernment buildings. Mr. Pushylin confirmed 
that the “Donetsk Republic” plans to hold a 
referendum on possible secession from 

Ukraine on May 11, and said it will hold its 
own leadership vote after that. Mr. Pushylin 
also told reporters the separatists had 
enough people and weapons to defend 
their interests. He said that Russian officers 
were operating in the east of Ukraine but 
did not provide details. (RFE/RL)

Lawyers report on Ukraine crisis

NEW YORK – A team of international 
lawyers has released its report, “Crisis in 
Ukraine: Its Legal Dimensions,” along with 
recommendations on the ongoing crisis 
and armed conflict in Ukraine. Prepared for 
Razom, a Ukrainian American human 
rights organization, this team of highly 
trained international lawyers has outlined 
legal conclusions on eastern Ukraine, the 
annexation of Crimea, the Budapest 
Memorandum on international security 
guarantees, and the human rights and 
humanitarian law at issue. The internation-
al team prepared its report as pro bono ser-
vice while studying at New York University 
School of Law. The well-documented 
76-page report covers all the critical legal 
aspects of the conflict. Ivanna Bilych, 
Razom general counsel, said, “This is a 
must-read report for policy makers. It 
spells out, in one place, the law you need to 
know to understand the crisis.” Lidiya 
Dukhovich, Esq., director of the Institute of 
Modern Russia, added, “Armed conflict 
between Russia and Ukraine is a tragedy. 
The report explains the legal stakes, but no 
report can explain adequately the terrifying 
human stakes for both Russia and Ukraine.” 
The report, which was released on April 14, 
may be read at http://razomforukraine.
org/report. (Razom for Ukraine)

 OSCE calls for inspectors’ release

BERN – The chairperson-in-office of the 
Organization for Security and Cooperation 
in Europe, Swiss Foreign Affairs Minister 
Didier Burkhalter on April 27 condemned 
the detention of a group of military inspec-
tors from OSCE participating states and of 
their Ukrainian hosts in Sloviansk in east-
ern Ukraine, and called for their release. 
One military inspector was set free for 

(Continued on page 8)

 ANALYSIS

by Vladimir Socor
Eurasia Daily Monitor

Russia is inadvertently helping Ukraine, 
the United States and the European Union 
to escape the trap of the April 17 Geneva 
Joint Diplomatic Statement “On the 
Situation in Ukraine” (http://www.state.
gov/r/pa/prs/ps/2014/04/224957.htm). 
The quadripartite statement was, in fact, 
dead on arrival in Geneva, as Russian 
President Vladimir Putin announced an 
ambitious program of territorial irreden-
tism against Ukraine on that same day 
(Interfax, April 17).

During the intervening two weeks, 
Russia’s conflict operations against Ukraine 
have voided the Geneva statement and 
destroyed the quadripartite framework. 
The document has placed no restraints on 
Russia’s behavior and that of its proxies in 
Ukraine’s Donbas region. Recognizing this 
fact, Washington and Brussels are respond-
ing with indignant protests.

Jointly issued by Foreign Affairs Ministers 
Sergei Lavrov of Russia and Andriy 
Deshchytsia of Ukraine, U.S. Secretary of 
State John Kerry, and EU Foreign Policy High 
Representative Catherine Ashton, the 
Geneva statement was basically a product of 
Russia-U.S. bilateral negotiation, to which 
the EU and Ukraine subscribed.

However, the Geneva joint statement 
does not explicitly hold Russia to any obli-
gations with regard to Ukraine or interna-
tional law. On the contrary, it stipulates cer-
tain obligations for Ukraine, implicitly 
allowing Russia to be one of the judges of 
Ukraine’s compliance. Moreover, it places 
Ukraine at a disadvantage vis-à-vis Russia 
in any follow-up negotiations, if these are 
based (as was intended) on the Geneva 
statement. From a Ukrainian and Western 
standpoint, this document’s minuses far 
outweigh its pluses.

On the plus side, the quadripartite format 
creates a three-to-one majority to ensure 
that Ukraine is not relegated to a Russian 
sphere of influence. This format excludes 
opposition leaders, such as “federalism” 
advocates Mykhailo Dobkin and Oleh 
Tsariov, whom Moscow wanted to include in 
the Geneva negotiations. The joint statement 
makes no reference to Ukraine’s “federaliza-
tion,” “Russian-speaking population” (the 
Kremlin’s misleading propaganda term in 
Ukraine and beyond) or Ukraine’s non-bloc 
status (which Russia wants to sanctify irre-
versibly). At this stage at least, the document 
does not open the way for Russia’s intrusion 
into Ukraine’s constitutional processes. The 
U.S. stood firm on all those points, in line 
with Ukraine’s interests, during the negotia-
tion with Russia leading up to Geneva.

On the minus side, the joint statement fails 
to define the ongoing conflict for what it is, 
namely an inter-state conflict between Russia 
and Ukraine. This is how the U.S. actually 
regards the ongoing conflict; but the U.S. 
apparently yielded to Russia on this primor-
dial matter in the negotiations. Instead, the 
Geneva statement implicitly but clearly treats 
the conflict as an internal one in Ukraine, 
which is consistent with Russia’s position.

Most of the document’s flaws originate 
in this concession. The Geneva statement 
omits any mention of Ukraine’s territorial 
integrity and internationally recognized 
borders. It calls twice for “steps to de-esca-
late tensions,” but it clearly points in both 
cases at internal tensions in Ukraine and 
fails to trace those to external interference. 
(Meanwhile, Ukraine and its Western part-
ners are urging Russia to de-escalate in 
their bilateral demarches to Moscow, out-

side the Geneva framework). The docu-
ment says nothing about Russia having to 
de-escalate its military deployments along 
Ukraine’s borders, paramilitary infiltration 
into Ukraine, or psychological warfare 
against Ukraine.

Similarly, the Geneva statement places its 
call to “refrain from any violence [and] intim-
idation” clearly within Ukraine’s internal 
context. It fails to link “intimidation” with any 
Russian actions (e.g., military intimidation). 
Meanwhile, Moscow is threatening Ukraine 
with military invasion, in the event that Kyiv 
attempts to restore order in Donbas.

Further on the minus side, the joint doc-
ument is silent about non-interference with 
Ukraine’s May 25 presidential election. 
Russia openly threatens to derail the elec-
tion in parts of eastern Ukraine through 
paramilitary operations there. There is not 
a whiff of Russian recognition of Ukraine’s 
government, whom Russia continues to 
treat as illegitimate. The Geneva document 
does not mention the word “Ukrainian gov-
ernment.” Even in the section about cooper-
ation with the Organization for Security and 
Cooperation in Europe (OSCE), the state-
ment merely references “Ukrainian authori-
ties.” Apparently, the Russian side expunged 
the term “government,” which the U.S. had 
most likely sought to include during the 
drafting process.

Under the Geneva document, “all illegal 
armed groups must be disarmed” (by whom 
and how, remains unsaid); and all public 
spaces that they illegally occupy must be 
vacated. Russia interprets this as applying to 
the Right Sector and similar groups in Kyiv 
and elsewhere in Ukraine. But Russia dis-
claims any responsibility for disarming and 
withdrawing its own paramilitary proxies 
from Ukraine’s Donetsk and Luhansk 
regions. For its part, the Ukrainian govern-
ment feels too weak to take on the Right 
Sector in Kyiv while facing Russian threats 
at the same time in the east.

The quadripartite statement confers on 
the OSCE “a leading role in assisting 
Ukrainian authorities and local communi-
ties in the immediate implementation of 
these de-escalation measures” (again imply-
ing an internal conflict within Ukraine, 
despite it being conducted by Russia against 
Ukraine). Several European Union EU mem-
ber countries had proposed sending an EU 
monitoring mission to Ukraine. This would 
have been consistent with the Ukrainian 
government’s stated European aspirations 
and the EU’s support for the Euro-Maidan to 
lift this government into office. Within the 
EU, however, Germany led a push for send-
ing an OSCE mission instead (not to be con-
fused with the military observers detained 
by Russia’s proxies in Sloviansk). Relying on 
the OSCE for conflict mediation amounts to 
relegating Ukraine to the “gray zone” 
between the EU and Russia, where the OSCE 
operates under Russia’s veto power.

The Geneva statement purported to cre-
ate a framework for negotiations toward 
conflict-resolution. However, it misdefined 
the conflict as internal to Ukraine, overrid-
ing Kyiv’s objections. Heavily weighted in 
Russia’s favor in many of its aspects, and 
failing to restrain Moscow, the quadripar-
tite document marked a false start to fur-
ther negotiations. All this should make it 
easy for the U.S. and the EU to discard the 
flawed Geneva document, instead of 
attempting to resurrect it.

The article above is reprinted from 
Eurasia Daily Monitor with permission from 
its publisher, the Jamestown Foundation, 
www.jamestown.org.

Dead on arrival in Geneva: 
Compromise with Russia on Ukraine
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Visiting Ukrainian official says Russia’s policy is unacceptable among civilized nations

Opposition to Russian military intervention remains strong throughout Ukraine

by Yaro Bihun

WASHINGTON – Ukraine’s Vice-Minister 
of Foreign Affairs Danylo Lubkivsky came 
on a two-day visit to Washington and New 
York in the third week of April to discuss 
the current situation in his country with 
U.S. and U.N. officials, representatives of the 
Ukrainian American community and other 
interested parties.

His first meeting in Washington was a 
roundtable discussion with representatives 
of the Ukrainian American community on 
April 23 at the Ukrainian Embassy, where 
he outlined the latest developments in 
Ukraine and focused on how Ukrainian 
Americans can help his country overcome 
the threat it faces from Russia and to devel-
op politically and economically into a truly 
democratic and independent country.

As Ambassador Olexander Motsyk noted 
in his introduction, Mr. Lubkivsky, with 
whom he worked at the Ministry of Foreign 
A f fa i r s  d u r i n g  P re s i d e n t  V i k to r 
Yushchenko’s administration, now serves 
as vice minister responsible for Ukraine’s 
relations with North and South America.

In his opening remarks, Mr. Lubkivsky 
said that Russia’s policy toward Ukraine is 
now showing its true colors – “completely 
chauvinistic and aggressive and unaccept-
able in a community of civilized nations.” 
This is a major problem not only for 
Ukraine, but for the world as a whole, he 
said.

When President Viktor Yanukovych fled 
Ukraine, he left behind a very weak country 

in total disarray and its important govern-
ment departments, such as the armed forc-
es and security agencies, in a stage of immi-
nent collapse, said Mr. Lubkivsky. The pres-
ent government is now working on rebuild-
ing the country, a task complicated in the 
face of Russian aggression.

This sorry state of affairs is a tragedy, of 
course, he said, but it is also an opportunity 
to build a stronger nation. And on top of the 
agenda to achieve that end, he added, 
which was underscored at the recent talks 
in Geneva, is the de-escalation of the cur-
rent situation and the maintenance of inter-

national solidarity, in which the United 
States will play a major role.

But, as Mr. Lubkivsky was quick to add, 
no one can defend Ukraine, “if we do not 
defend ourselves.”

Asked about Vice-President Joe Biden’s 
recent two-day visit to Kyiv and the results 
of his talks there, Mr. Lubkivsky under-
scored that it was an important visit and 
that there were concrete accomplishments. 
Vive-President Biden pointed them out in 
his public statements, he said, among them 
his reassurance that Ukraine and the 
United States will walk this road together. 

“This was not just a ‘PR’ [public relations] 
visit,” he stressed.

Speaking about the importance of 
Ukrainians living abroad, he said the pres-
ent government in Kyiv views Ukraine not 
just as a fixed territorial entity but as a 
composite of all Ukrainians wherever they 
may be. And it recognizes that the foreign 
governments that most strongly support 
Ukraine are in countries whose Ukrainian 
communities have been very active.

“We are members of the same family,” he 
said.

Among the 13 Ukrainian community 
leaders participating in the roundtable dis-
cussion with Mr. Lubkivsky, were the lead-
ers of such Washington-area Ukrainian 
organizations as the Ukrainian National 
Information Service, the Ukrainian 
American Coordinating Council and The 
Washington Group, an association of 
Ukrainian-American professionals. 

Another very important part of his visit 
to Washington and New York, Mr. 
Lubkivsky stressed, was his meetings with 
leaders of the Jewish American organiza-
tions. He said he also plans to visit Israel for 
talks there in the near future.

“This is a very, very important country 
for us,” Mr. Lubkivsky stressed. Ukrainian 
and Israeli objectives coincide in many 
areas, he said, and there is a need to expand 
and improve the bilateral relationship. 

The vice-minister’s Washington agenda 
also included meetings with White House 
and State Department officials, and the 
Carnegie and Atlantic Council think tanks.

Vice-Minister of Foreign Affairs Danylo Lubkivsky discusses the current situation in Ukraine.
Yaro Bihun

Kyiv – A new poll, released on April 24 
by the International Republican Institute 
(IRI), found that, although there are divi-
sions in the country, opposition to Russian 
military intervention remains high, voters 
in all regions are looking forward to the 
upcoming presidential election and, 
despite the continuing crisis, public confi-
dence in the government remains steady. 

Due to Russia’s occupation of the penin-
sula, residents of Crimea were unable to be 
included in this poll.

Despite Russian propaganda and the 
claims of pro-Russia militants that Russian-
speaking citizens need protection from 
Moscow, an overwhelming majority of 
respondents (85 percent) oppose Moscow 
sending troops to protect Russian-speaking 
citizens.

This overwhelming majority opposed to 
Russian intervention extends to every 
region (97 percent, west; 94 percent, cen-
ter; 69 percent, east; 75 percent, south), to 
all age groups (age 18-29, 85 percent; age 
30-49, 85 percent; age 50 and older, 85 
percent) and to men and women (men, 84 
percent; women, 86 percent).  In addition, 
68 percent of Russian-speaking citizens 
oppose military intervention by Moscow.

As in IRI’s March poll, more than half of 
respondents (55 percent) consider military 
intervention by Moscow to be an invasion 
and occupation of independent Ukraine. 

When asked if it was necessary for the 
Russian military to come into eastern and/
or southern Ukraine to protect Russian 
speakers and ethnic Russians, an over-
whelming majority – 88 percent – said no.  
That majority was seen across all regions 
of the country, 98 percent in the west, 95 
percent in the center, 73 percent in the east 
and 86 percent in the south.

Furthermore, 73 percent of respondents 
believe Ukraine should remain a unitary 

country governed by a central government.
Despite the fact that 64 percent of 

respondents believe Russia will try to dis-
rupt or discredit the May 25 presidential 
election, an overwhelming 84 percent said 
they either will or are likely to vote.  
Although enthusiasm for the presidential 
election is highest in the west (91 percent) 
and center (92 percent), a majority in all 
regions say they either will or are likely to 
vote – including 79 percent in the east and 
62 percent in the south.

Although support for Petro Poroshenko 
has increased from IRI’s March poll, with 
29 percent of respondents indicating they 
would vote for him, a second round run-off 
election seems likely.  Of the other candi-
dates, Yulia Tymoshenko is in second place 
with 13 percent, Sergey Tigipko is next 
with 6 percent, followed by Mykhailo 
Dobkin with 5 percent.  Oleh Lyashko and 
Petro Symonenko each received 4 percent. 

Asking respondents who they would vote 
for in a run-off between Mr. Poroshenko and 
Ms. Tymoshenko, 41 percent responded Mr. 
Poroshenko and 15 percent said Ms. 
Tymoshenko, 21 percent would vote against 
both, 12 percent would not vote, and 11 per-
cent said they didn’t know.

The presidential election will be critical 
to stabilizing Ukraine and is clearly some-
thing that Moscow does not want, the IRI 
noted. 

Despite continuing concerns about the 
crisis in eastern Ukraine, confidence in the 
government has remained steady.  Forty-
six percent of Ukrainians (up from 42 per-
cent) approve of the job Oleksandr 
Turchynov is doing as acting president of 
Ukraine.  Fifty-two percent (up from 47 
percent) approve of the job Prime Minister 
Arseniy Yatsenyuk is doing. 

The current Parliament, elected in 2012, 
which Moscow propaganda would have 

people believe is an illegal government, 
maintains a plurality of support. 

Respondents continue to support the 
government’s agenda of strengthening ties 
to Europe, with 53 percent preferring to 
join the European Union and 54 percent 
indicating they would vote to join the EU if 
a referendum were held today.

The poll was conducted in all regions of 
Ukraine (excluding Crimea) on April 3-12, 

with a randomly selected sample of 1,200 
permanent residents of Ukraine older than 
18 and eligible to vote.  The margin of error 
does not exceed plus or minus 2.8 percent, 
and the response rate was 65 percent.

The survey was conducted by Baltic 
Surveys/The Gallup Organization, with 
field work carried out by Rating Group 
Ukraine.  The survey was funded by the U.S. 
Agency for International Development.

KYIV – Patriarch Sviatoslav of the Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church on April 7, 
the feast of the Annunciation of the Virgin Mary, blessed the largest bell of the 
Patriarchal Cathedral of the Resurrection of Christ. Patriarch Sviatoslav com-
mented: “We have a remembrance that will stay here forever, and the bell will wake 
up all on the left bank of our mighty Dnipro.” Bishop Yosyf Milian of the Church’s 
Department of Information said the cathedral’s largest bell bears the name of 
Archangel Michael. The bell weighs nearly four tons; it was made in the Royal Dutch 
belfry thanks to the sponsorship of benefactors from around the world.

– UGCC Department of Information

Patriarch Sviatoslav consecrates 
largest bell of Patriarchal Cathedral

Enthusiasm for election is high
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 The Ukrainian Weekly Press Fund: March 2014

Amount	Name	 City
$310.00	 Kashimer Daniel	 Brooklyn	 NY
$200.00	 Grod Paul	 Mississauga	 ON
$150.00	 Stakhiv Zenon	 Fairfax Station	 VA
$110.00	 Kraynyk Bohdan	 Kenmore	 NY
$105.00	 Chubaty Andrew	 Lawrenceville	 GA
$100.00	 Jakubowycz Halyna & Stan	 Brick	 NJ 
	 Leshko Yaroslaw	 Northampton	 MA 
	 Majuk Zenowij	 Capitola	 CA 
	 Nowadly John	 Fairfax	 VA 
	 Zubrycky Zenon & Vera	 Cupertino	 CA
$70.00	 Kuzmowych C.	 Great Falls	 VA
$60.00	 Badynskyj Raymond	 Phoenix	 AZ 
	 Bortnowskyj Mike	 Los Angeles	 CA
$50.00	 Lylak Eugene	 Rochester	 NY 
	 Martyniuk Irene	 Fitchburg	 MA 
	 Tataryn Orest & Judy	 San Jose	 CA 
	 Terkun Walter	 Chantilly	 VA
$40.00	 Halaburda-Patti Daria	 Clifton	 NJ 
	 Shylo Paul	 Wheeling	 IL
$35.00	 Kowalysko Ihor	 Warren	 MI 
	 Laschuk Bill	 San Francisco	 CA 
	 Lepki Stephen	 Cambridge	 OH 
	 Stachniw Larissa	 Sturtevant	 WI 

$25.00	 Gawdiak Ihor & Natalie	 Columbia	 MD 
	 Hron Ihor & Olya	 Osprey	 FL 
	 Kuryliw Ihor	 Weston	 ON 
	 Petryshyn Helen	 Sarasota	 FL 
	 Tkaczyk Gregory	 St Catharines	 ON 
	 Zaluckyj Kristina	 Hugo	 MN 
	 Zenecky Olga	 Yonkers	 NY
$20.00	 Bilynsky Michael	 Hollywood	 FL 
	 Cap Jean Pierre	 San Antonio	 TX 
	 Dziwak Walter	 Lake Hiawatha	 NJ 
	 Iwanczuk Rodion	 Leesburg	 VA 
	 Karawan Oleh	 Inverness	 IL 
	 Kovach Wasyl  
	 & Stanislawa	 Stratford	 CT 
	 Lukomskyj Lubomyra	 Mt Prospect	 IL 
	 Maksimowich Roman  
	 & Victoria	 Warren	 MI 
	 Marchuk-Farrell Tamara	 Mt Kisco	 NY 
	 Melnyk Luba	 Elmhurst	 NY 
	 Romanyshyn Peter	 Arvada	 CO 
	 Skyba Andrij	 Harwood Heights	 IL
$15.00	 Nesterczuk G.	 Vienna	 VA 
	 Szanc-smarsh Larysa	 Brooklyn	 NY
$10.00	 Bencak Peter	 Chicago	 IL 

	 Kos Zirka	 Toronto	 ON 
	 Makuch Anna	 Glendale	 CA 
	 Pawlyk Oksana	 Chicago	 IL 
	 Platosh Damian	 Branford	 CT 
	 Sidorow John	 Beacon Falls	 CT 
	 Worobec Sophie	 Chicago	 IL
$5.00	 Bratach Eugene	 West Palm Beach	 FL 
	 Kanafotska-Petrykiw  
	 Christina 	 Darien	 IL 
	 Hanks Alana	 San Antonio	 TX 
	 Holoviak Paula	 Sugarloaf	 PA 
	 Kupchynsky Roman	 Dallas	 TX 
	 Kyrylenko Stefan	 Beloit	 WI 
	 Oleszko Oksana	 Berkeley	 CA 
	 Vinch Irene	 Huntington Beach	CA
 
TOTAL: $2,540.00 
 
Sincere thanks to all contributors  
to The Ukrainian Weekly Press Fund. 

The Ukrainian Weekly Press Fund is the only 
fund dedicated exclusively to supporting  
the work of this publication.

UCCLF announces “100 plaques across Canada” initiative
OTTAWA – To mark the 100th anniversa-

ry of Canada’s first national internment 
operations of 1914-1920, the Ukrainian 
Canadian Civil Liberties Foundation (www.
ucclf.ca) will be unveiling 100 plaques on 
August 22 – the 100th anniversary of the 
War Measures Act.

This initiative, the CTO (CTO in the 
Ukrainian alphabet is 100) project, enjoys 
the financial support of the UCCLF and of the 
Endowment Council of the Canadian First 
World War Internment Recognition Fund 
(CFWWIRF) (www.internmentcanada.ca).

All 100 plaques will be unveiled at 11 
a.m. (local time) in Ukrainian, Croatian, 
Serbian, German and Hungarian churches 

and cultural centers, as well as in local and 
regional museums and other public venues, 
creating a wave of unveilings, moving from 
east to west, from coast to coast.

Dr. Lubomyr Luciuk, the CTO project lead-
er, explained: “Beginning in 1994, the 
Ukrainian Canadian Civil Liberties 
Association began placing historical markers 
to recall the internment operations, hoping 
to eventually have a plaque at each of the 24 
camp sites. We started with Kingston’s own 
Fort Henry, the location of Canada’s first per-
manent internment camp. Over the course of 
some 20 years our volunteers and support-
ers have made sure each internment camp 
location has been marked. The CTO project 

builds on UCCLA’s foundational work. These 
plaques will hallow the memory of all of the 
victims of the internment operations and 
help educate our fellow Canadians about a 
little-known episode in Canada’s national 
history. That fulfils the mandate of the 
Canadian First World War Internment 
Recognition Fund and of the UCCLF.”

“I want to add that this is the first time in 
Canadian history that any community has 
attempted to unveil 100 historical plaques 
from coast to coast at the same (local) time. 
This couldn’t happen without the enthusi-
astic support of hundreds of volunteers in 
100 communities across the country, from 
Amherst, Nova Scotia, to Nanaimo, British 

Columbia, and Grand Prairie, Alberta, to Val 
D’Or, Quebec, to name but a few. We’re also 
very grateful to our patriarch, the two met-
ropolitans, the national executive of the 
Ukrainian Canadian Congress, the repre-
sentatives of the other affected communi-
ties and many of our internee descendants, 
for their help,” he added.

Dr. Luciuk said, “We’re calling on people 
to set aside 11 am (local time) on Friday, 
August 22, so that they can join us in wit-
nessing a plaque unveiling in their own 
community or region. Be there to remem-
ber, and to learn.”

The UCCLF and CFWWIRF will publish a 
list of all CTO plaque locations.

UCC commends Canada’s decision 
to send election observers to Ukraine

Ottawa – The Ukrainian Canadian 
Congress said on April 24 that it 
applauds the decision by the govern-
ment of Canada to send 500 election 
observers to Ukraine for the May 25 
presidential elections. 

Prime Minister Stephen Harper 
announced on April 23 that Canada will 
be sending up to 500 election observers 
to monitor the upcoming presidential 
elections in Ukraine. These election 
observers consist of both long term 
observers (LTOs) and short-term 
observers (STOs) and will be deployed 
through CANEOM (Canadian Election 
Observation Missions) and the 
Organization for  Security  and 
Cooperation in Europe (OSCE).

“Canada will continue to help ensure 
that Ukrainians are free to exercise their 
sovereign rights and to choose a leader, 
free from coercion or intimidation,” 
stated Prime Minister Harper. 

UCC National President Grod  said: 
“Ensuring a free and fair election is criti-
cal to Ukraine’s continued development 
as a democracy and we are proud that 
Canadian election observers will moni-
tor these elections to ensure the will of 
the Ukrainian people is heard.” 

“The UCC looks forward to working 
closely with the government of Canada 

to help make this election observation 
successful. This election observation 
mission is vitally important to the 
future of Ukraine’s democratic develop-
ment and sovereignty,” Mr. Grod added.

The government has indicated that 
35 long-term observers will be 
deployed shortly to ensure that 
Canadian observers are able to assess 
the situation on the ground prior to the 
arrival of short-term observers. 

The work of the Canadian observers 
is in addition to the work being under-
taken by the Ukrainian World Congress 
election observer mission.

Canadian election observers have 
monitored the last several elections in 
Ukraine. Тhe government of Ukraine 
has called upon Canada and its 
Ukrainian Canadian community to con-
tinue playing an important role as inde-
pendent, impartial, international elec-
tion observers during the May elections 
in Ukraine.

The UCC has encouraged interested 
Canadians to apply for the CANEOM 
mission by registering at www.caneom.
ca. More information on the Ukrainian 
World Congress mission, including how 
to register, can be found at http://www.
ukrainianworldcongress.org/news.
php/news/1027.

Quotable notes
“I think Russia will pay a big price for this. But that is an endpoint that we’ve got to 

get to as peacefully as possible without seeing the total disintegration of Ukraine as a 
country with territorial integrity and opportunity to have the relationship it wants 
with the West.”

“I think the outcome for him [President Vladimir Putin] and Russia will not be 
good, which is deeply unfortunate. Russia should be a much more dynamic and much 
more successful country and could be if Putin weren’t trying to turn the clock back to 
the Soviet Union days.”

– Hillary Rodham Clinton, former first lady, U.S. senator and secretary of state, 
speaking about the crisis in Ukraine on April 23 at an issues forum at the University of 

Connecticut in Storrs, as reported by the Associated Press.

U.S. Embassy Kyiv

KYIV – On April 25, the U.S. Department of 
State expanded the visa reciprocity schedule, 
allowing Ukrainians to obtain 10-year visas. 
Previously, Ukrainians could apply for five-
year validity visas. Ukraine now joins its 
other European neighbors to the west – 
Poland, Romania, Bulgaria, Cyprus, and 
Croatia.

Ukrainians visiting the United States for 
temporary business or pleasure will now 
have the ability to travel back and forth to 
the United States for most types of travel for 
up to 10 years without having to renew 
their visas.  This will affect the lives of tens 
of thousands of Ukrainians, and will help to 

facilitate legitimate business and personal 
travel. 

A visa must be valid at the time a traveler 
seeks admission to the United States, but the 
expiration date of the visa (validity period/
length of time the visa can be used) has no 
relation to the length of time a temporary 
visitor may be authorized by the 
Department of Homeland Security to 
remain in the United States.

Persons holding visas valid for multiple 
entries may make repeated trips to the 
United States, for travel for the same pur-
pose, as long as the visa has not expired and 
the traveler has done nothing to become 
ineligible to enter the United States, at port-
of-entry.

U.S. Department of State expands  
visa validity to 10 years for Ukraine
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Ukrainian Catholics in Hudson Valley commemorate “Heavenly Brigade”
CAMPBELL HALL, N.Y. – Parishioners 

gathered on March 30 at St. Andrew the 
Apostle Ukrainian Catholic Church for a 
40th day requiem service and commemo-
rative luncheon in honor of the lives sacri-
ficed during clashes with armed police on 
Independence Square in Kyiv in February. 

Following divine liturgy, the Rev. 
Yaroslav Kostyk led prayers for the souls of 
those who were killed by sniper bullets just 
before then-President Viktor Yanukovych 
fled Ukraine. 

A commemorative luncheon followed 
the services, with parish youth and others 
performing Shevchenko works and singing 
songs that have become anthems on 
Independence Square. Presentations were 
given by Matthew Dubas, editor of The 
Ukrainian Weekly, and Orysia Dmyterko, 
who presented her experiences from the 
Euro-Maidan. Funds were raised from the 
luncheon to help the families impacted by 
the loss of loved ones in the fight for 

Ukraine’s freedom from Russian rule. 
 “The purpose is to collect donations and 

to mourn the Heavenly Brigade and to give 
the money the families who are in desper-
ate need,” said Luba Sadnytszky, as inter-
viewed by Jessica Chen for Time Warner 
Cable News. The money, she said, would go 
directly to the United Ukrainian American 
Relief Committee. 

“There are many families, many lives 
that have been impacted by this and they 
certainly need our help,” added Ms. 
Dmyterko.

More than $900 was collected in dona-
tions, in addition to $525 earned from the 
luncheon, which will be sent to the Rev. 
Kostyk’s native village of Kolomiya, where a 
family lost a son on Independence Square. 
The son left behind three of his children – 
one only a few months old.

For more information about events at St. 
Andrew Ukrainian Catholic Church, readers 
may visit www.holyspirit-saintandrew.org.

by Tamara Denysenko

PITTSFORD, N.Y. – The Greater Rochester 
Ukrainian American community, in cooper-
ation with the Center for International 
Education at Nazareth College in Pittsford, 

N.Y., held an afternoon of spiritual music 
and song in celebration of the 1,025th anni-
versary of the Baptism of Kyiv–Rus’ and the 
Christmas season in Ukraine.

Over 300 people attended the event held 
on January 18 at Nazareth Linehan Chapel 

that featured an over 100-member com-
bined community choir representing St. 
Mary the Protectress  Ukrainian 
Autocephalous Orthodox Church, St. Josaphat 
Ukrainian Catholic Church, the Ukrainian 
Catholic Church of the Epiphany, the Slavic 

Pentecostal Church and the Slavic Bible 
Baptist Church of Rochester. 

In his opening remarks, the Rt. Rev. 
Mitred Archpriest Philip Weiner of St. 

COMMUNITY CHRONICLE

Guitarist Yuriy Hreb performs a tribute song in memory of the Heavenly Brigade. 
Marika Stroynik

Presentation at Sarasota library covers crisis in Ukraine
by Anisa Mycak

SARASOTA, Fla. – Ukraine and the inter-
national crisis over Russia’s invasion and 
annexation of Crimea was the theme of a 
March 24 presentation that brought some 
70 area residents to Selby Public Library in 
Sarasota, Fla.

Attendees heard attorney Bohdan 
Vitvitsky speak on Ukraine’s modern histo-
ry, its recent pro-European Union choice 
and U.S. foreign policy options in the big-
gest standoff between Russia and the West 
since the end of the Cold War. Dr. Vitvitsky, 
who holds a Ph.D. and a J.D. from Columbia 
University, was resident legal advisor at the 
U.S. Embassy in Kyiv in 2007-2009, and 
recently retired from the U.S. attorney’s 
office in New Jersey.

The event was sponsored by Ukrainian 
National Women’s League of America 
Branch 56, based in Sarasota County, 

whose president, Ann-Marie Susla, made 
welcoming remarks. 

Also speaking at the event was Lidia 
Bilous, vice-president on the UNWLA 
national board, who discussed the three-
month-long pro-democracy movement on 
the Maidan in Kyiv and the UNWLA’s 
humanitarian aid campaign for victims of 
the regime of the previous president, Viktor 
Yanukovych. 

The third speaker was writer Anisa 
Mycak, who talked about Russia’s media 
disinformation campaign, which has 
accompanied its military aggression 
against Ukraine in Crimea. Ms. Mycak, who 
holds a graduate degree in history from 
Columbia University, also served as moder-
ator of the Q & A period that followed the 
talks.

Channel 7, the local ABC-TV affiliate, car-
ried a report on the event in its 11 p.m. 
newscast on March 24.

At Selby Public Library in Sarasota, Fla. (from left) are: Anisa Mycak, Dr. Bohdan 
Vitvitsky, Lidia Bilous and Ann-Marie Susla.

Choirs at the afternoon of spiritual music and song in celebration of the 1,025th anniversary of the Baptism of Kyivan Rus’ and the Christmas season in Ukraine.
Nelya Konovalchuk

(Continued on page 7)

Rochester community concert celebrates faith, hope and love
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Josaphat Church hoped that this celebra-
tion would “serve as a reminder of the 
common unity we share in the great task of 
evangelization bringing one another closer 
to the Gospel of our Lord.” 

Viktor Didovets, pastor of the Slavic 
Bible Baptist Church, extended warm 
greetings and encouraged everyone to 
grow in faith, hope and love in the shared 
celebration of the birth of Jesus Christ. 

The “The Lord’s Prayer” and “God Bless 
America” sung by the combined communi-
ty choir under the direction of Halyna 
Sochan Gridley, accompanied on the piano 
by Natalia Douda, and the “Prayer for 
Ukraine” conducted by Zhanna Polyanska-
Wirlo, accompanied by the Rochester 
Bandurist Ensemble “Zoloti Struny” were 
truly inspirational. A rousing rendition of 
the traditional Ukrainian Christmas carol 
“Nova Radist Stala” under the direction of 
Bohdan Yurchuk concluded the two-part 
program. 

In addition to St. Mary Protectress 
Ukrainian Orthodox Church choir and the 
Ukrainian Academic and Folk Choir Surma, 
religious songs and Christmas carols were 
presented by the Slavic Pentecostal 
Church’s adult and youth choirs and their 
orchestra under the direction of Volodymyr 
Chiley and Yulya Trishchuk. The Slavic 
Bible Baptist Church’s men’s, women’s and 
youth choirs directed by Serhiy Kovalchuk, 
Svitlana Tykhonchuk and Yuriy Drahunov, 
respectively, enriched the program. 
Individual performances included duets by 
Lydia Dzus and Zinnia Dzus-DeBole; soloist 
Daria Kompaniec, accompanied by Chet 
Banach on keyboard; the women’s vocal 

ensemble Malvy; and the Rochester 
Bandurist Ensemble Zoloti Struny under 
the leadership of Nickole Riedl-Sleight.

A special 16-page souvenir program 
booklet underwritten by the Ukrainian 
Federal Credit Union and its Ukrainian-
American Community Foundation 
described the songs, composers and per-
formers, and highlighted the history of 
Christianity and Christmas traditions in 
Ukraine. An exhibit of religious and 
Ukrainian Christmas artifacts organized by 
Olena Dilai and Tanya Dashkevich of 
Ukrainian National Women’s League of 
America Branch 120, and Stephany 
Wowkowych, Mirko and Irma Pylyshenko 
and Lavro and Oksana Lukashewych-Polon 
enhanced the celebration.  

The goal of such combined community 
events, in partnership with the Center for 
International Education, is to support the 
diverse commonality of the Greater 
Rochester Ukrainian community while 
encouraging stronger ties between 
Nazareth College and its two partner uni-
versities in Ukraine – the National 
University of Ostroh Academy and Uzhorod 
University. This second community celebra-
tion organized by Tamara Denysenko would 
not have been possible without the support 
of Dr. George Eisen, executive director, and 
Kathy Hansen, assistant director, of the 
Center for International Education, and 
choir directors Ms. Sochan-Gridley, Ms. 
Polyanska-Wirlo, Mr. Yurchuk and Mr. Chiley. 

Concert DVDs and CDs, produced by 
Alex Dashkevich, will be available for a 
small donation to benefit the Ukrainian 
Partnership Program at Nazareth College.  

Tamara Denysenko is president of the 
U k r a i n i a n - A m e r i c a n  C o m m u n i t y 
Foundation Inc. 

(Continued from page 6)

Rochester...

by Ihor N. Stelmach

SOUTH WINDSOR, Conn. – The April 26 
heavyweight bout between champion 
Wladimir Klitschko and challenger Alex 
Leapai in Oberhausen, Germany, was 
described as textbook fighting by Wladimir, 
who seemingly did not make a single mis-
take. Big brother Vitali, retired from boxing 
to run for political office in Kyiv, was in 
Wladimir’s corner as always. Vitali’s wife, 
Natalia, sang the Ukrainian national anthem 
before the fight.

“Glory to Ukraine,” Wladimir Klitschko 
said after toying with Leapai before finally 
knocking him out in the fifth round to 
retain his four heavyweight title belts.

Klitschko controlled the fight at will, uti-
lizing his height with longer reach, scoring 
often with left jabs and straight rights, 
hardly experiencing much opposition from 
the Samoan-born Australian. Leapai went 
down when he was hit with a left-right 
combination, rose back to his feet only to 
be put away for good with 58 seconds left 
in the fifth round.

Kliitschko notched his 53rd KO in 62 
wins (3 defeats). Leapai fell to 30-5 (3 
draws). In his 25th world championship 
fight, Klitschko retained his WBA and IBF 
heavyweight titles in addition to the sec-
ondary WBO and IBO versions.

The sport’s first Australian challenger in 
106 years, Leapai had no chance. He man-
aged to get close to the large Ukrainian one 
time, just before getting floored in the fifth.

Leapai’s sole chance for survival was to 
try to get inside, but Klitschko countered 
that strategy with his effective jab. In the 
final round Leapai apparently hit Klitschko, 
only to have the champion answer with a 

flurry of punches which put the Australian 
down. Leapai got up, quite shaken, and 
Klitschko proceeded to finish him off with a 
huge right to the jaw.

“It wasn’t easy, my head was in Ukraine 
and what is going on there,” Klitschko said 
in a post-fight press conference. “I hope 
there is no war and people dying. I am 
proud of my people,” Klitschko said.

The embarrassingly one-sided title fight 
hinted Klitschko had more difficult days in 
sparring sessions. The significant differ-
ence in class was perfectly demonstrated in 
the first round when Klitschko, moving 
quickly around the shorter challenger, 
seemed to cause Leapai to fall over by 
being hard to follow. Leapai was slow and 

plodding, a sitting duck for the heavy-
weight division’s best jab, which Klitschko 
landed often and hard.

The second round was a rerun of the first, 
with three unanswered Klitschko left hooks 
forcing Leapai back to the ropes. By the end 
of the third round, the battle had become an 
endurance test with Leapai impressively 
swallowing flush bombs from a powerful 
puncher. The 247-pound Ukrainian champi-
on delivered non-stop punishment with his 
fists in the fourth round, the challenger 
marching forward in pain.

Mercifully, the end came in the fifth round. 
By then, Klitschko looked like a combat spe-
cialist beating up a drunk, just for fun. The 
only fun for Leapai was a career payday.

Klitschko KO’s Leapai in fi ft h round

Wladimir Klitschko lands a right against Alex Leapai of Australia at Konig-Pilsener 
Arena in Oberhausen, Germany.
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health reasons, he confirmed. While this is 
a positive step, the OSCE continues to work 
at all levels – through the Special 
Monitoring Mission on the ground in 
Ukraine as well as through high-level politi-
cal contacts – to assist for the release of all 
the detained persons, he said. The German-
led group of unarmed military inspectors 
from Germany, Denmark, Poland, Sweden 
and the Czech Republic, and their hosts 
from the Ukrainian Defense Ministry were 
detained by a group of individuals linked to 
the “people’s mayor” of Sloviansk. The 
group’s visit was being conducted upon the 
invitation of Ukraine under the OSCE 
Vienna Document 2011 on Confidence and 
Security-Building Measures. Mr. Burkhalter 
stressed that the detention of the unarmed 
military inspectors and their hosts from 
the Ukrainian Defense Ministry was unac-
ceptable and that the safety of all interna-
tional observers in the country must be 
guaranteed and ensured. He called upon all 
sides, particularly upon all signatories of 
the Geneva statement, to actively contrib-
ute to conditions that allow for effective 
implementation of the Geneva measures. 
Furthermore, he repeated his previous 
calls to resolve the crisis in Ukraine 
through inclusive dialogue. (OSCE)

Senators seek end to defense contracts 

WASHINGTON – In an April 15 letter to 
Secretary of State John Kerry, U.S. Senator 
Ben Cardin (D-Md.), chairman of the U.S. 
Helsinki Commission and a senior member 
of the Senate Foreign Relations Committee 
– joined by 10 of his colleagues – asked the 
State Department to urge NATO member 
countries and participating states of the 
Organization for Security and Cooperation 
in Europe (OSCE) to end all defense con-
tracts with Russia in response to the coun-
try’s illegal annexation of Crimea and viola-
tion of Ukrainian sovereignty. Sen. Cardin 
was joined by U.S. Sens. Richard Blumenthal 
(D-Conn.), John Cornyn (R-Texas), Roger 
Wicker (R-Miss.), Daniel Coats (R-Ind.), 
Chris Murphy (D-Conn.), David Vitter 
(R-La.), and Kelly Ayotte (R-N.H.) and U.S. 
Reps. Louise Slaughter (D-N.Y.), Joe Pitts 
(R-Pa.) and Michael Burgess (R-Texas). “We 
believe the United States must show leader-
ship by terminating all defense contracts 
with Russia and ask that you strongly 
encourage our NATO allies and OSCE partic-
ipating states to take similar actions,” the 
members of Congress wrote. “We urge you 
to lead the coordination among NATO and 
OSCE to halt trade involving military equip-
ment with Russia immediately. We believe 
this is a crucial step in re-establishing a 
deterrent against further Russian aggres-
sion and strengthening the impact of our 
targeted economic sanctions against 
Russia.” (U.S. Helsinki Commission)

OSCE slams Putin for “hypocrisy”

PRAGUE – The secretary-general of the 
Pa r l i a m e n t a r y  A s s e m b ly  o f  t h e 
Organization for Security and Cooperation 
in Europe (OSCE) has condemned Russian 
President Vladimir Putin for having “dou-
ble standards.”  Spencer Oliver told RFE/RL 
on April 24 that it was the “height of hypoc-
risy” for Mr. Putin to condemn Ukrainian 
forces for taking action against pro-Russian 
separatists in eastern Ukraine.  Mr.  Oliver 
noted that Mr. Putin signed a Russian law 
criminalizing separatism with jail time in 
December. Mr. Oliver said: “In the OSCE, the 
Russians are always alleging double stan-
dards, but this is ridiculous because in 
Russia, anybody who calls for separatism is 
a criminal. So, that means that the people 
in Ukraine under Russian standards would 

be criminals.”  As Ukrainian forces moved 
against pro-Russian separatists in 
Sloviansk on April 24, Mr. Putin said the 
use of force by the Ukrainian government 
would be a “serious crime against their 
own nation.” (RFE/RL)

U.S. official cites Russian inaction

BRUSSELS – A top U.S. diplomat 
slammed Moscow for allegedly failing to 
implement the commitments it made in 
last week’s agreement in Geneva to de-
escalate the conflict in Ukraine. Speaking to 
journalists in Brussels on April 23, U.S. 
Ambassador to the Organization for 
Security and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE) 
Daniel Baer said “Russia must be construc-
tively engaged” in the implementation of 
the Geneva agreement. “So far we have not 
seen that,” he said. Mr. Baer added that 
implementing the agreement – which 
includes disarming illegal armed forma-
tions – should take only “days, not weeks.” 
Mr. Baer urged Moscow to cooperate with 
the OSCE monitoring mission overseeing 
the agreement, including calling for Russia 
to send a senior diplomat to help the OSCE 
persuade pro-Russia militant formations in 
eastern Ukraine to leave occupied public 
buildings. Earlier in the day, Russian 
Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov warned that 
Russia would retaliate if Russian interests 
in Ukraine are “attacked.” He also asserted 
that Moscow believes the United States is 
“running the show” in Ukraine. (RFE/RL, 
with additional reporting by Reuters)

Slovakia will send gas to Ukraine 

KYIV – Slovakia and Ukraine have signed 
a deal that allows the European Union to 
send a limited amount of gas to Ukraine. 
Ukraine has been trying to secure alterna-
tive supplies to those from Russia’s 
Gazprom since Russia annexed Crimea last 
month and Gazprom raised prices for its 
gas. Under the deal, reached during talks in 
Kyiv on April 26, Slovakia will make techni-
cal adjustments to a currently unused pipe-
line to ship around 8 billion cubic meters of 
gas starting in the fall. Ukraine – which con-
sumes around 55 billion cubic meters of 
gas annually – has been pushing for anoth-
er technical solution allowing larger vol-
umes, but Slovakia has resisted because it 
fears doing so would violate its contracts 
with Gazprom. Ukraine has already struck 
similar deals with Hungary and Poland in a 
bid to reduce its dependence on Russian 
gas. (RFE/RL, based on reporting by 
Reuters and Agence France-Presse)

Probe of Chornovil death is ordered

KYIV – The Kyiv Regional Court of 
Appeals has ordered prosecutors to 
resume an investigation into the death of a 
Ukrainian politician 15 years ago. The April 
24 ruling annuls a January decision by a 
district court to close the case. Vyacheslav 
Chornovil, who was campaigning for presi-
dent against then-incumbent Leonid 
Kuchma, died in a 1999 car crash. The 
Internal Affairs Ministry initially deter-
mined that the wreck was “accidental.” But 
Chornovil’s relatives challenged the official 
version, and a new investigation was 
opened in 2011. Chornovil’s family says it 
wants the case to be redesignated as a mur-
der investigation. Chornovil’s son, Taras, 
says the family believes documents and 
other evidence exists showing that the 
death was not accidental. (RFE/RL, based 
on reporting by UNIAN and Interfax)

Most support unitary state

KYIV – Ukrainians support the current 
unitary form of the state system and one 
state language, according to the survey 
“Ukraine. Presidential elections 2014. April” 

(Continued on page 9)
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conducted by four research centers. “The 
vast majority of Ukrainians supports a uni-
tary form of the state system in Ukraine – 
70.9 percent of respondents, while the fed-
eral system is supported by 18.7 percent,” 
reads the report. Just over 37 percent of 
respondents support Ukrainian as the only 
official and state language, whereas 31.7 
percent want Ukrainian to be the state lan-
guage and Russian the official language in 
some regions of the country. Another 28.9 
percent believe that two languages – 
Ukrainian and Russian – can be state lan-
guages. The survey was conducted on April 
9-16 by the SOCIS Center, Kyiv International 
Institute of Sociology, Rating Sociological 
Group and Razumkov Center. A total of 
6,200 respondents were interviewed in all 
regions of Ukraine (excluding Crimea). The 
poll’s margin of error does not exceed 0.8 
percent. The poll results were reported on 
April 24. (Ukrinform)

Poroshenko to sell Roshen if elected 

KYIV – Petro Poroshenko plans to sell 
the confectionary Roshen if he wins the 
presidential elections in Ukraine. He said 
this in an interview with the German news-
paper Bild published on April 2. “If I am 

elected, I will sell Roshen. As president of 
Ukraine, I want and I will take care exclu-
sively of the country’s well-being,” the poli-
tician said. Commenting on the candidacy 
of ex-Prime Minister Yulia Tymoshenko for 
the presidency, Mr. Poroshenko noted that 
she “should have understood that, follow-
ing numerous victims on the Maidan, 
Ukrainians woke up in a new country, 
which deserves a new mentality and new 
politicians.” Speaking about Russia, Mr. 
Poroshenko expressed his opinion that 
Vladimir Putin would not dare to invade 
the eastern regions of Ukraine. However, 
according to the politician, “still, this is a 
great danger.” He added, “If they attack the 
east of Ukraine, we will defend with all pos-
sible military means.” He also emphasized 
the importance of the Western response to 
Russia’s aggression against Ukraine 
through sanctions. “In my opinion, it would 
be correct, for instance, if Germany boycot-
ted the importation of Russian gas until 
Russia stops its invasion of Crimea,” Mr. 
Poroshenko said. (Ukrinform)

OSCE secretary general visits Kyiv

KYIV – OSCE Secretary General Lamberto 
Zannier wrapped up a one-day working visit 
to Kyiv on April 28 amid escalating tensions, 
especially in the east of the country. The 
purpose of the visit was to obtain a first-
hand update on the situation in the country, 

including the detention of a group of mili-
tary inspectors from OSCE participating 
states and their Ukrainian hosts in Sloviansk 
in eastern Ukraine. Ukraine-based OSCE 
senior management met with Mr. Zannier in 
separate meetings.  This included 
Ambassador Madina Jarbussynova, OSCE 
project coordinator in Ukraine, and Stefan 
Krause, deputy head of the election observa-
tion mission. Separately, Mr. Zannier met 
with Ambassador Ertugrul Apakan, chief 
monitor of the Special Monitoring Mission 
and his senior management team. Mr. 
Zannier held bilateral talks with acting 
Foreign Affairs Minister Andrii Deshchytsia, 
followed by a meeting at the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs chaired by the acting minis-
ter and attended by representatives of the 
parties to the Geneva Joint Statement of 
April 17. Ambassador Tim Guldimann, the 
OSCE chair’s personal envoy on Ukraine, 
accompanied Mr. Zannier at his meetings. 
(OSCE)

UGCC Exarchate formed in Kharkiv

VATICAN CITY – The Vatican announced 
on April 2 that Pope Francis, having taken 
note of the decision of the Synod of Bishops 
of the Ukrainian Greek-Catholic Church 
(UGCC) on the division of the Donetsk and 
Kharkiv Exarchate, gave his approval to the 
canonical election by the synod of the Rev. 
Vasyl Tuchapets as bishop and his appoint-

ment as exarch of Kharkiv. The Rev. 
Tuchapets was superior of the Monastery 
of St. Basil the Great in Kyiv and a provin-
cial vicar. The new bishop was granted the 
titular seat Chenturiones. The new Kharkiv 
Exarchate covers the territory of the 
Kharkiv, Sumy and Poltava regions. The 
Donetsk Exarchate now includes the 
Donetsk, Zaporizhzhia, Dnipropetrovsk 
and Luhansk regions. The exarch of 
Donetsk is Bishop Stepan Menyok. (UGCC 
Department of Information)

Eparch enthroned in Kolomyia-Chernivtsi

KOLOMYIA – On March 22, in the 
Ukrainian Greek Catholic Cathedral of the 
Presentation of Christ in Kolomyia, Ivano-
Frankivsk Oblast, Patriarch Sviatoslav led a 
pontifical divine liturgy during which the 
new eparch of the Kolomyia-Chernivtsi 
Eparchy was enthroned. The first bishop of 
the Kolomyia-Chernivtsi Eparchy was 
enthroned in 1993; he was Bishop Pavlo 
Vasylyk, who had spent many years as a 
Soviet political prisoner. Bishop Vasylyk 
started the construction of the Cathedral of 
the Presentation of Christ in Kolomyia as a 
center of eparchial life. After his death in 
2005, Bishop Mykola Simkailo was eparch 
until his death in May 2013. The new 
eparch is Bishop Vasyl Ivasiuk, until now 
exarch of Odesa-Crimea. (UGCC Department 
of Information)

(Continued from page 8)
NEWSBRIEFS

elections, you are playing along with the 
illegal government and are not only legiti-
mizing not only it, but also accepting its 
decision to begin a civil war against the 
eastern regions,” he said.

“You are risking being left in the role of a 
betrayer of the interests of your voters, 
who are currently at ‘protests’ defending 
their human dignity and right to preserve 
their native culture, language and tradi-
tions,” Mr. Tsariov added.

Although experts and politicians alike 
largely support the view that the Russian 
government ordered Mr. Kernes’s murder, 
other theories exist.

As is the case with most Ukrainian politi-
cians, Mr. Kernes, 54, is widely believed to 
have been mixed up with corruption and 
organized crime. The shooting could have 
been an attempt by his disgruntled busi-
ness associates to settle a score, taking 
advantage of the political chaos, experts 
said. Since Mr. Kernes is Jewish, some 
Western media also raised the possibility of 
anti-Jewish motives, a theory that has no 
supporting evidence thus far.

Mr. Kernes was shot during either a 
morning jog or a bike ride, according to 
various news reports. Bullets were aimed 
at his heart, Mr. Dobkin said. They caused 
severe damage to his abdominal cavity and 
organs inside his rib cage, causing life-
threatening injuries, Dr. Valerii Boiko told 
the news media.

It’s unclear whether Mr. Kernes had any 
bodyguards with him at the time of the 
shooting.

Yet even an assassination attempt failed 
to draw much sympathy for Mr. Kernes, 
who is among Ukraine’s most reviled politi-
cians, notorious for his corruption and 
rude, thug-like behavior. 

In a 2012 televised meeting, he referred 
to a local state official as a dog and threat-
ened to destroy him (“reduce you to zero”). 
The next year, he became irritated by ques-
tions from paparazzi reporter Katia 
Osadcha and advised her to look in a mir-
ror before appearing on camera and to get 
married.

The Channel 5 television network 
reported that in his youth Mr. Kernes 

worked Kharkiv’s streets with shell games 
and three-card monte. The report featured 
testimony from law enforcement officers 
and even video from his court trial. He was 
eventually sentenced to three years in a 
penal colony and confiscation of his prop-
erty.

With the collapse of the Soviet Union, 
Kharkiv’s petty thieves privatized much of 
the city’s wealth and took their criminal 
activity onto the national stage. Mr. Kernes 
benefitted from his close relationship with 
Mr. Dobkin, the local political kingpin who 
is currently leading the Party of Regions.

They both organized violence against 
Kharkiv’s Euro-Maidan protests, hiring 
thugs from the local Oplot (Stronghold) 
organization to attack local activists.

However, Mr. Kernes reversed his poli-
tics after Russia’s invasion of Ukraine, real-
izing alongside southeastern Ukraine’s 
other key players that he could lose his 
power and wealth. Ironically, the same 
Oplot fighters could have been involved in 
the assassination attempt, said presidential 
candidate Oleh Liashko.

Mr. Kernes is alleged to have organized 
the fraud that resulted in his election as 
Kharkiv City Council chair in 2010 against 
Arsen Avakov, the current minister of inter-
nal affairs. Eyewitnesses reported ballot-
stuffing, protocol-forging and destruction 
of ballots. A computer was even alleged to 
have malfunctioned, destroying vote tallies.

Indeed, their rivalry has ignited the con-
spiracy theory that the current interim gov-
ernment, which is led by the Batkivshchyna 
Party, is allowing chaos to thrive in eastern 
Ukraine in order to disrupt the May 25 
vote, which would enable the current poli-
ticians to stay in power and prevent Petro 
Poroshenko from becoming president.

“What needs to be understood here is 
that Kernes won’t change his views,” said 
Dr. Oleh Soskin, the director of the Institute 
of Society Transformation in Kyiv. 
“Certainly he’s made his choice, otherwise 
he would have surrendered Kharkiv long 
ago to the separatists. So who won from the 
assassination attempt? Russia? Yes. 
Tymoshenko? Yes. Who lost? Poroshenko, I 
think.”

Holding more credibility among 
Ukraine’s political establishment is the 
notion that the Kremlin is changing its tac-
tics in dealing with eastern Ukrainians, not 

(Continued from page 1)

Kharkiv mayor... shying away from killing those in their way, 
while at the same time claiming to be pro-
tecting them from a “nationalist, fascist” 
interim government. 

“It’s possible that one of the motives of 
the people who tried to kill Kernes was to 
knock out one of the key figures in the 
region in order to create the ground for a 
significant destabilization of the Kharkiv 

Oblast,” said Volodymyr Fesenko, the head 
of the Penta Center for Applied Political 
Research in Kyiv.

“No matter what we think of Kernes, he 
used the tactic of active neutrality. He 
played a twofold political game. After all, as 
opposed to Donetsk and Luhansk, he at 
least maintained relative control of the sit-
uation.
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Secretary Kerry continued, “From day 
one, the government of Ukraine started mak-
ing good on its commitments – from day 
one. From day one, Prime Minister [Arseniy] 
Yatsenyuk has kept his word. He immediate-
ly agreed to help vacate buildings. He sus-
pended Ukraine’s counterterrorism initiative 
over Easter, choosing de-escalation, despite 
Ukraine’s legitimate, fundamental right to 
defend its own territory and its own people. 
From day one, the Ukrainian government 
sent senior officials to work with the OSCE, 
in keeping with the agreement, to send them 
to work in regions where Russia had voiced 
its most urgent concerns about the security 
of Russian speakers and ethnic Russians. 
And on day one, Prime Minister Yatsenyuk 
went on live television and committed his 
government publicly to all of the people of 
Ukraine that – and these are his words – 
committed them to undertake comprehen-
sive constitutional reform that will strength-
en the powers of the regions. He directly 
addressed the concerns expressed by the 
Russians, and he did so on day one.”

Russia, however, according to the secre-
tary of state, “has put its faith in distraction, 
deception and destabilization.”

 “For seven days, Russia has refused to 
take a single concrete step in the right direc-
tion,” Mr. Kerry stated. “Not a single Russian 
official, not one, has publicly gone on televi-
sion in Ukraine and called on the separatists 
to support the Geneva agreement, to support 
the stand-down, to give up their weapons, 
and get out of the Ukrainian buildings. They 
have not called on them to engage in that 
activity. In fact, the propaganda bullhorn that 
is the state-sponsored Russia Today pro-
gram, has been deployed to promote – actu-
ally, Russia Today network – has deployed to 
promote President [Vladimir] Putin’s fantasy 
about what is playing out on the ground. 
They almost spend full time devoted to this 
effort to propagandize and to distort what is 
happening or not happening in Ukraine. 
Instead, in plain sight, Russia continues to 
fund, coordinate, and fuel a heavily armed 
separatist movement in Donetsk.”

Some observers have criticized the 
Obama administration for not doing enough 
to counter Russian aggression. But President 
Barack Obama, speaking on April 27 in 
Malaysia as part of his Asian tour, was quot-
ed by The New York Times as saying, “The 
notion that for us to go forward with sectoral 
sanctions on our own without the 
Europeans would be the most effective 
deterrent to Mr. Putin, I think, is factually 
wrong.” He added, “We’re going to be in a 

stronger position to deter Mr. Putin when he 
sees that the world is unified.” 

The president also explained that “The 
goal is not to go after Mr. Putin personally; 
the goal is to change his calculus, to encour-
age him to walk the walk, not just talk the 
talk” as regards using diplomacy to resolve 
the crisis in Ukraine.

But David Kramer, president of Freedom 
House, argued that “While imposing sanc-
tions together with the EU would be nice, 
the U.S. simply has to lead and not waste 
more time trying to present a united 
approach.” The New York Times quoted 
him as saying, “It’s easier for us to do so 
than it is for the Europeans, and they will 
follow, as long as we lead.”

A day after the new U.S. sanctions were 
announced, the European Union released a 
list of 15 people newly targeted for sanc-
tions due to their roles in the crisis in 
Ukraine. Among them were Russian offi-
cials and pro-Russian separatist leaders in 
Ukraine’s east. The number of individuals 
sanctioned by the EU is now up to 48; their 
bank accounts and assets in EU countries 
are to be frozen, and they will no longer be 
permitted to travel to EU countries.

*  *  *
Following is the full text of the White 

House press secretary’s April 28 statement.
“The United States has taken further 

action today in response to Russia’s contin-
ued illegal intervention in Ukraine and pro-
vocative acts that undermine Ukraine’s 
democracy and threaten its peace, security, 
stability, sovereignty, and territorial integri-
ty. At the contact group meeting in Geneva 
on April 17, 2014, Russia, Ukraine, the 
United States, and the European Union 
decided on a number of steps to de-escalate 
the situation in eastern Ukraine, including 
refraining from further violence or provoc-
ative acts. Since April 17, Russia has done 
nothing to meet its Geneva commitments 
and in fact has further escalated the crisis. 
Russia’s involvement in the recent violence 

in eastern Ukraine is indisputable.
“The United States made clear it would 

impose additional costs on Russia if it failed to 
live up to its Geneva commitments and take 
concrete steps to deescalate the situation in 
Ukraine. Consequently, today the United 
States is imposing targeted sanctions on a 
number of Russian individuals and entities 
and restricting licenses for certain U.S. exports 
to Russia. The Department of the Treasury is 
imposing sanctions on seven Russian govern-
ment officials, including two members of 
President Putin’s inner circle, who will be sub-
ject to an asset freeze and a U.S. visa ban, and 
17 companies linked to Putin’s inner circle, 
which will be subject to an asset freeze. In 
addition, the Department of Commerce has 
imposed additional restrictions on 13 of those 
companies by imposing a license requirement 
with a presumption of denial for the export, 
re-export or other foreign transfer of U.S.-
origin items to the companies. Further, today 
the Departments of Commerce and State 
have announced a tightened policy to deny 
export license applications for any high-tech-
nology items that could contribute to 
Russia’s military capabilities. Those 
Departments also will revoke any existing 
export licenses that meet these conditions.

“The international community has been 
unified in its position that Russia must cease 
its illegal intervention and provocative actions 
in Ukraine. The United States, working closely 
with its partners, remains prepared to 
impose still greater costs on Russia if the 
Russian leadership continues these provoca-
tions instead of de-escalating the situation, 
consistent with its Geneva commitments. The 
executive order signed by the President on 
March 20, 2014, authorizes the Secretary of 
the Treasury to impose sanctions on individu-
als and entities operating in key sectors of the 
Russian economy, such as financial services, 
energy, metals and mining, engineering, and 
defense. If there is further Russian military 
intervention in Ukraine, we are prepared to 
sanction entities under this authority.”

(Continued from page 1)

U.S. announces...
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May 7	 Presentation by Yuliya Ladygina, “The ‘Fascist Hero’ of 
Cambridge, MA	 Ukrainian Independence: Olha Kobylianska’s ‘Apostle of
	 the Mob,’” Harvard University, 617-495-4053 or
	 huri@fas.harvard.edu

May 7	 Presentation by Lesia Harhaj, “Personal Branding,” Ukrainian
New York	 Institute of America, ypc@ukrainaininstitute.org (rsvp required)

May 8	 Concert, featuring violinists Solomiya Ivakhiv and Katie 
New York	 Lansdale, violist Eriko Sato, guitarist Oren Fader, cellist
	 Ruth Sommers and pianist David Oei, Weill Recital Hall at
	 Carnegie Hall, www.solomiyaivakhiv.com

May 8	 Presentation, “Picking a Career Path,” Federation of
New York 	 Ukrainian Student Organizations, Ukrainian Institute of
	 America, ny@sustaportal.org

May 8-11	 Congress, “A Maidan for Ukrainian Canadian
Toronto 	 Students,” Ukrainian Canadian Students’ Union, Eaton
	 Chelsea hotel, www.congress.susk.ca or 416-988-1840

May 9	 Lecture by Andrew Herscher, “Missing Persons, Political
Stanford, CA 	 Subjects and Public Spaces of Disappearance,” Stanford
	 University, 650-725-2563

May 9	 Lecture by Vladyslav Hrynevych, “The Maidan in Ukraine:
Washington 	 Historical Memory versus Historical Policy: How
	 Yanukovych’s Policies in the Humanitarian Spheres
	 Provoked Resistance from Historical Memory,”
	 Shevchenko Scientific Society, U.S.-Ukraine Foundation,
	 202-524-6555

May 9-11	 Film festival, “Enthusiasm - Social Movement in Film: 
New York	 1920s Ukraine and the Euromaidan,” Kinofest NYC and
	 Ukrainian Institute of America, 212-288-8660 or
	 www.ukrainianinstitute.org

May 10	 Vesna Festival, Prairieland Park,
Saskatoon, SK	 www.vesnafestival.com

May 10	 Book presentation by Mark Andryczyk, “The Intellectual
Philadelphia 	 as Hero in 1990s Ukrainian Fiction,” Ukrainian League of
	 Philadelphia, 215-840-7841

May 10	 Performance, “An Evening of Ukrainian Music and 
Whippany, NJ	 Dance,” Iskra Ukrainian Dance Academy, Ukrainian
	 American Cultural Center of New Jersey,
	 syzo63@optonline.net

May 11	 Photo exhibit, “Maidan Through the Lens,” Ukrainian 
Trenton, NJ	 American Cultural Center, 609-392-2455

May 16	 Lecture by Michael McFaul, Stanford University,
Stanford, CA	 creees.stanford.edu/events/upcoming

May 16	 200th anniversary of Taras Shevchenko concert, St. 
Silver Spring, MD	 Andrew Ukrainian Cultural Center, www.sandrewuoc.org

May 16-18	 St. George Ukrainian Festival, St. George Ukrainian
New York 	 Catholic Church, 212-253-2417

May 17	 Concert, featuring a program of songs from the Ukrainian
Alexandria, VA 	 village, with trio Zozulka, The Washington Group, The
	 Lyceum, 301-229-2615 or events@twgculturalfund.org

May 17	 Book launch, “Volodymyr Makarenko. Paintings,”
New York 	 Shevchenko Scientific Society, 212-254-5130 or
	 www.shevchenko.org 

May 17	 Art exhibit opening, “We Are All Ukraine,” featuring art by
New York	 Waldemart Klyuzko, The Ukrainian Museum, 212-228-0110

May 18	 Performance, “Dark Night Bright Stars: In Concert,” by 
New York	 Virlana Tkacz and the Yara Arts Group, The Ukrainian
	 Museum, 212-228-0110 or www.ukrainianmuseum.org

Entries in “Out and About” are listed free of charge. Priority is given to events 
advertised in The Ukrainian Weekly. However, we also welcome submissions 
from all our readers. Items will be published at the discretion of the editors 
and as space allows. Please send e-mail to mdubas@ukrweekly.com.
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PREVIEW OF EVENTS
Saturday, May 10

WHIPPANY, N.J.: Iskra Ukrainian Dance 
Academy cordially invites everyone to “An 
Evening of Ukrainian Music and Dance” at 7 
p.m. at the Ukrainian American Cultural 
Center of New Jersey (UACCNJ), 60 N. 
Jefferson Road, Whippany, NJ 07981. 
Admission is $15 for adults; $10 for seniors 
age 65 and over and children age 5-18; and 
free for children under 5. Profits will benefit 
the UACCNJ. For more information contact 
syzo63@optonline.net.

NEW YORK: The Shevchenko Scientific 
Society invites all of its members to partici-
pate in the society’s annual reports meeting, 
which is scheduled for 3 p.m. Lunch will be 
served at noon, followed by a Special meet-
ing of the board at 1 p.m. and meetings of the 
society’s scholarly sections at 2 p.m. The pro-
gram will take place at the society’s building, 
63 Fourth Ave. (between Ninth and 10th 
streets). For additional information call 212-
254-5130.

PHILADELPHIA: The Ukrainian League of 
Philadelphia invites you to a presentation by 
Dr. Mark Andryczyk of his monograph “The 
Intellectual As Hero in 1990s Ukrainian 
Fiction” (University of Toronto Press, 2012). 
In his book, Dr. Andryczyk examines the 
prose of today’s leading writers in Ukraine 
and focuses on the role of the intellectual in 
forging a post-Soviet Ukrainian identity. The 
monograph explores the artistic tendencies 
that determined the course of the Ukrainian 
cultural scene in the 1990s and continue to 
shape it today. Dr. Andryczyk (Ph.D. in 
Ukrainian literature, University of Toronto, 
2005) teaches Ukrainian literature and 
administers the Ukrainian Studies Program 
at Columbia University. The presentation will 
be held at 7 p.m. at the Ukrainian League of 
Philadelphia, 800 N. 23rd St., Philadelphia PA 
19130. The event is free and co-sponsored 
by the ULP Cultural Trust and the Ukrainian 

Community Foundation of Philadelphia. For 
additional information call 215-840-7841.
Saturday, May 17 
ALEXANDRIA, Va.: At 3 p.m., The Washington 
Group Cultural Fund will present the trio 
Zozulka in a program of songs from the 
Ukrainian village. In Ukrainian village cultures, 
it is the zozulka – the little cuckoo bird – that 
often bears sad news, brings bad luck or fore-
shadows heartbreak. Zozulka, featuring Eva 
Salina Primack, Willa Roberts and Maria 
Sonevytsky, brings the haunting multi-part 
women’s vocal repertoire of the Ukrainian vil-
lage to life in expressive, dynamic interpreta-
tions of songs that are little-known beyond 
Ukraine. Rich with harmony, strident unisons 
and powerful lyrics, these songs transport you 
to the dense forests and wide-open steppes of 
another place and time. Formed in 2011 as an 
outgrowth of “The Chornobyl Songs Project,” 
the Zozulka trio of singers focuses on ritual 
and lyrical village songs from Poltava and 
Polissia, regions in central and northern 
Ukraine. he program will be at The Lyceum, 
201 S. Washington St., Alexandria, VA; for 
information call 301-229-2615 or e-mail 
events@twgculturalfund.org. Suggested dona-
tion $20; free for students. A reception to meet 
the artists follows the performance.
Sunday, May 18
NEW YORK: At 3:30 p.m., The Ukrainian 
Museum and Yara Arts Group will present 
the new theater piece “Dark Night Bright 
Stars: In Concert,” conceived and directed by 
Virlana Tkacz. The show returns to New York 
after its tour to Odesa, Lviv and Kyiv. In 1858 
the Ukrainian poet Taras Shevchenko was set 
free after 10 years’ imprisonment. He met 
the great African American actor Ira Aldridge 
and drew his portrait. Admission (includes 
reception and gallery access): $20; museum 
members receive a 10 percent discount. For 
tickets log on to www.ukrainianmuseum.org 
or call 212-228-0110. The Ukrainian 
Museum is located at 222 E. Sixth St.
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A Ukrainian Summer: where to go, what to do...

by Bart Redford

LAWRENCE, Kan. – The University 
of Kansas (KU) Center for Russian, 
East European and Eurasian Studies 
(CREES) will offer a six-week intensive 
Ukrainian language program at its 
Lawrence campus this summer. The 
domestic program will be substituted 
for the Ukrainian Summer Language 
Institute at the Ivan Franko National 
University of Lviv, which KU has 
administered for 20 years. 

The political situation in Ukraine 
made it problematic to hold a study 
abroad program in Ukraine, and so 
Ukrainian Studies Director Alex 
Tsiovkh will conduct the courses, with 
colleagues from Ukraine delivering lec-
tures via Skype.

One of the few domestic options for 
the intensive study of Ukrainian, the 
KU program is available for recipients 
of Foreign Language Area Studies 
(FLAS) fellowships, as well as for oth-
ers with a general interest in the lan-
guage. The program will include 
Elementary Ukrainian (five hours), 
Intermediate Ukrainian (three hours), 
and “Readings in Ukrainian Language” 
(three to five hours). Courses may be 
taken separately, or as a bundle. 

The classes will meet daily, June 
3-July 17, from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. 

Interested students may contact 
CREES at crees@ku.edu; arrangements 
have been made for quick admission to 
the university for non-KU students 
wishing to take advantage of the pro-
gram.

According to CREES Director Mariya 
Omelicheva, “It gives us great pride to 
see Ukrainian studies and language 
taught at the highest level at the 
University of Kansas. We have the 
opportunity to train a new generation 
of scholars and citizens who possess a 
deeper knowledge of the region, its 
rich culture and history. If the U.S. had 
more Ukrainian experts, we might 
have a clearer understanding of the sit-
uation in Crimea and eastern Ukraine, 
which have figured so prominently in 
the news lately.” 

CREES offers one of the leading pro-
grams in Ukrainian studies in the 
United States. It includes all levels of 
Ukrainian language study, as well as 
courses in Ukrainian history, politics 
and culture. The CREES Palij Family 
Fund supports the annual visiting Palij 
Lecturer focusing on Ukrainian studies 
and provides the annual Ukrainian 
Studies Prize for an outstanding stu-
dent specializing in Ukraine. 

The University of Kansas is a major 
comprehensive research and teaching 
university. 

Learn or improve  
your Ukrainian in Kansas

UNA SENIORS AND FRIENDS !
MAKE RESERVATIONS EARLY!

Let us think of the summer ahead and plan for 
UNA Seniors�  Week at Soyuzivka 

 Sunday, June 8 � Friday, June 13, 2014

Registration beginning Sunday 4:00 p.m. at 
SOYUZIVKA Heritage Center!

All inclusive 5 nights - meals beginning with breakfast Monday, 
banquet Thursday,  lunch Friday - taxes/gratuities included,

 entertainment and special guest speakers 

UNA Members - SINGLE OCCUPANCY  $ 535    - DOUBLE $ 465 pp.
NON UNA Members - SINGLE OCCUPANCY $ 585    - DOUBLE $ 480 PP.
UNA Members - 1 night     $ 150    - DOUBLE $ 122 pp.
NON UNA Members - 1 night    $ 155    - DOUBLE $ 130 pp.

BANQUET ONLY, Thursday,  June 12, 2014  $50 pp. 

For more information call Oksana Trytjak 
Tel: 973 292-9800 X 3071 or 845 626-5641 

SENIORS�  WEEK IS FUN � AFFORDABLE � AND INTERESTING. 
BRING YOUR FRIENDS, WE WELCOME NEW GUESTS!

MAKE RESERVATIONS EARLY!      Call SOYUZIVKA Tel: 845 626-5641

Remember to bring your embroideries (vyshyvanky) for the banquet, 
and, if possible, bring items for the auction!

SOYUZIVKA TEL:  845 626-5641
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A Ukrainian Summer: where to go, what to do...

by Andrij Stasiw

ELLENVILLE, N.Y. – The Ukrainian 
American Youth Association (UAYA) mem-
bership is fired up with the planning and 
production of what can only be termed a 
“spectacular summer” at its resort (“ose-
lia”) in Ellenville, N.Y. Nestled at the eastern 
base of the Catskill Mountains and the 
western base of the Shawangunk Ridge, 
which is listed by The Nature Conservancy 
as one of the “75 Last Great Places on 
Earth,” the campground offers a plethora of 
summer activities. 

With 165 acres of trails, rivers, lakes and 
beautiful mountain hills, oselia is a must 
stop for anyone visiting the Catskill region 
this summer. Aside from its natural beauty, 
the resort offers a variety of entertainment, 
sporting and social activities during every 
weekend of the summer. 

Regarding entertainment, the oselia 
board’s president, Tatianna Powzaniuk, 
states, “With direct and informal surveys, 
we are listening to our membership. They 
want to experience Ukrainian singers and 
rock stars the same way Ukrainians in 
Ukraine experience it – with full bands and 
live music!” This commitment is the reason 
that another act from Ukraine will be 
brought to the oselia for the July 4 Nadiya 
Ye! festival. 

Oksana Tomaszewsky, a long-time mem-
ber and now a mother of two boys who 
regularly attend UAYA camps in Ellenville, 
recently stated, “I am really impressed that 
all of the bands who have performed at the 
annual Nadiya Ye! festival have all been on 
the Maidan, performing and participating 
in pro-democracy protests. With Mad 
Heads XL, Mandry, Ot Vinta and now 
Motor’rolla, oselia always features the most 
popular and best groups from Ukraine!”

The summer kicks off this year with the 
annual Lemko Vatra produced by the 
Organization for the Defense of 
Lemkivshchyna (known by its Ukrainian 
acronym as OOL). Mark Howansky, newly 
elected president of OOL in the United 
States promises, “This year’s Vatra will be 
the biggest of all with fun activities for all 
ages and great stage performances.” 

A focal point of this summer’s events is 
the Nadiya Ye! festival scheduled for the 

weekend of July 4-6. This year’s festival cel-
ebration will commence on Friday, July 4, 
with a laser light show and house music 
performance by the very popular artist 
known as DJ Stas. DJ Stas, or Stas Terentyev, 
is a young laser light artist and music pro-
ducer originally from Ukraine who current-
ly resides in Brooklyn. His mixes and 
arrangements of strictly Ukrainian house 
music are unmatched by his contempo-
raries working within this genre of music.

On Saturday, July 5, guests will be treat-
ed to a Ukrainian folk dancing competition, 
“So You Think You Can Hopak,” with hun-
dreds of dancers from the tri-state region. 

This year’s featured guest act from 
Ukraine is Motor’rolla, a very popular rock 
band from Khmelnytsky. The main concert 
is scheduled for Saturday, July 5, at 9 p.m. 

In an assessment of the group, Oleksander 
Kuzyszyn, president of Duma Music, states, 
“Motor’rolla is a very engaging and pol-
ished rock band… dynamic original compo-
sitions that draw upon the best traditions 
of pop music with superior songwriting 
and effective use of Ukrainian lyrics.” 
Motor’rolla frequently plays to sold-out 
arenas in Ukraine, and throughout Eastern 
and Western Europe.

Afterwards, guests will be treated to a 
zabava by the new band Zabava. 

On Sunday, there will be a divine liturgy 
at 10 a.m. followed by a special commemo-
ration honoring past and recent fallen 
heroes who fought for Ukraine’s indepen-
dence. As an added treat, the Dnipro 
Chorus from Edmonton, Alberta, will per-
form a concert at 2 p.m. in the main hall. 

Prolisok, the girls’ chorus of the 
Ukrainian American Youth Association is 
reuniting for a concert that will feature all of 
its current and past members in concert 
together scheduled for Saturday, July 26. 
Started in 1992, the chorus has recorded 
two CDs and performed in hundreds of per-
formances over the past 22 years. There will 
be a zabava after the concert featuring Hrim. 

With scheduled golf, softball, volleyball, 
and beach volleyball tournaments, and 
many other weekend events, the UAYA 
resort is this summer’s place to be. Please 
refer to our full-page Summer Events ad for 
more information. 

For information about our weekend 
events, children’s camps, or our organiza-
tion, call us at 845-647-7230 or visit us at 
cym.org/us-ellenville.

Motor’rolla on stage at the Maidan in Kyiv.

See for yourself the “spectacular summer” planned for UAYA resort

Soyuzivka to the sweet sounds of Tempo. 
We smiled and our hearts seemed to say, 
“Remember, it was only yesterday when we 
were young.”

The evening had other special treats, 
such as a performance by Ukrainian opera 
singer Oleh Chmyr. We all enjoyed his 
superb rendition of several traditional and 
patriotic selections. Judge Bohdan Futey 
shared with us his views about the current 
situation in Ukraine. On a lighter note, 
Michael and Roxolana Yarymowych pre-
sented an amusing and very apropos 
sketch about the elderly trying to cope with 
modern technology. George Baranowsky 
was the MC for the evening. 

Later on in the evening, the three 
Ukrainian musicians whom we met earlier 
joined us, and together we welcomed the 
New Year. As we wished each other all the 
best, we expressed our hopes for peace and 
true democracy in Ukraine. 

Although the “Malanka” was our main 
event, our group had other gatherings that 

were very enjoyable. One such event was 
the “vatra” – without the bonfire, but with 
entertainment and songs that we all 
remembered from our days in Plast and 
SUM. The entertainment portion was pre-
sented by Anya Rejnarowycz, who shared 
with us a film about her late father, Lev 
Rejnarowycz, the famous star of the Lviv 
Opera. The film was produced by Ms. 
Rejnarowycz as a tribute to her late father 
and encompassed his life, work and contri-
butions to the Ukrainian music scene. 

Ms. Rejnarowycz, herself an accom-
plished singer, participated in the ship’s 
“Talent Night,” during which she captured 
the audience with her rendition of Frank 
Sinatra’s “I Did It My Way.” We all were very 
proud when she won the first place in this 
contest. 

On the last day of our voyage, Ms. 
Brozyna arranged for our “Farewell with 
Wine and Cheese Party,” where we said our 
good-byes and promised to stay in touch 
with both old and new friends. We carried 
in our hearts memories of shared laughter, 
stimulating conversations and good times. 
And so, “do pobachennia” – until we meet 
again – at sea.

(Continued from page 8)

TRAVEL...

The group’s nightly ritual was listening the sounds of the Ukrainian trio performing 
in the ship’s atrium

Zenia Brozyna
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to studying Ukrainian. He has no Ukrainian 
background, but he’s writing a dissertation 
on Ukrainian politics. In this time he has 
gone from the beginning Ukrainian to a 
more advanced level.

The summer school lasts seven weeks. 
Students can independently choose from 
two to seven weeks in the standard or the 
intensive programs. Before classes begin, 
students take a test to determine their 
knowledge of Ukrainian, oral and written, 
to place them in one of six levels. They also 
take tests every Friday. If there is marked 
progress, the student goes to a higher level. 

The teachers are philologists of Lviv 

National University who are trained teach-
ers of the Ukrainian language for foreign-
ers; students in this major are tutors. 
Living in the dormitories at the UCU 
Collegium together with students or with a 
family provides a wide range of daily prac-
tice, direct contact and acquaintances.

The lessons are structured so that in the 
first week the young men and women learn 
how to get by in the city: how to pay on 
public transit, buy food, or find a street. 
Someone from the staff is always with 
them, to help them when needed.

 “Everyone comes with their cultural 
baggage,” said Mr. Vaskiv. “Everything is 
new here for foreigners: the road, the 
streets, the buildings. They’re interested in 

how they were built. For example, almost 
all of our students don’t know what to do 
when they go on public transport. How to 
pass money or the change provided by the 
driver. They say that at home this money 
would not reach its intended destination.”

“There’s much to do in Lviv. It’s a fantas-
tic city for a course in Ukrainian language 
and culture. We travel outside the city to 
the picturesque Carpathians, tour the cas-
tles of the Lviv region. And last summer our 
students had an opportunity to visit Kyiv. 
We give much attention to Ukrainian songs 
and traditions, the history of Ukraine and 
Ukraine today. We offer the students lec-
tures on history and culture, view films, 
take master-classes in icon-painting, pot-
tery, Ukrainian cooking and more,” said Mr. 
Vaskiv.

For example, Vira Manko, a noted spe-
cialist on Ukrainian Easter eggs, introduces 
students to various techniques and meth-
ods for creating pysanky. 

During a visit  with Roksolana 
Shymchuk, a collector of Ukrainian national 

clothing, students not only learn a lot about 
traditional Ukrainian garb but they see part 
of her collections from Ternopil and 
Bukovyna. They can try on costumes and 
even get photos taken. 

For those who aren’t able to come to 
Lviv in the summer, there are three-week 
intensive programs, in the fall and the 
spring. Next summer UCU plans to orga-
nize a special three-week program for 
Plast. There are also individual courses in 
Ukrainian as a foreign language for busi-
nesspeople and a three-month professional 
internship program at UCU. 

“I’m convinced that everyone would say 
‘Ukrainian is cool!’’ said Mr. Vaskiv. “And 
when you come to Lviv, you feel the breath 
of the past and also the whirl of modern 
life. Our students don’t only study lan-
guage. They find new friends, and they 
come to know the real Ukraine: sincere, 
hospitable, open to the world.”

Information about courses and pro-
grams of the school is available at www.
studyukrainian.org.ua. 

Students of UCU’s summer school enjoy a trip to the Carpathian Mountains.

(Continued from page 13)

Enroll in UCU’s...

Listen to the students’ comments
Students of the 2013 spring, summer and fall programs at the Ukrainian Catholic 

University’s School of Ukrainian Language and Culture had this to say about their experi-
ences.

Melania, from Ohio, a senior in high school who is planning a career in medicine, 
said: “I was born in England. My parents were the children of Ukrainian immigrants. 
They came to Ukraine when I was 6 months old, and we lived here 12 years. My father 
is a nuclear physicist, specializing in Chornobyl. I spent five years in America. I learned 
English, though I’m not bad at Ukrainian. I came here to learn the written language bet-
ter. I have friends in Ukraine, but near Kyiv. From the first day we started to learn such 
big words and read such deep philosophy… My favorite was the lesson in Ukrainian 
slang – words that people use but which have other meanings than in the dictionary, or 
aren’t in the dictionary at all.”

Lesja, a third-general Ukrainian Canadian who is studying geography in Toronto, 
commented: “When I was 16, I wanted to learn the language better, to know more 
about Ukraine. I have distant relatives here. It was very interesting to find out that so 
many people here still do farming, tend gardens. When you go outside the city, you see 
everywhere many people in gardens, and also cows and chickens. All the food is fresh 
here, no chemicals, very tasty. I’m interested in cooking, I like it. If I have children, I’d 
like them to know the Ukrainian language.

Orion of Melbourne, Australia, completed a bachelor’s program in biology and wants 
to work in ecology. He said: “My grandmother comes from Drohobych. Mum speaks 
Ukrainian, but we don’t use it at home. My father is from Ireland. Four years ago I want-
ed to study Ukrainian. It’s not easy to do this in Melbourne – there are many Ukrainian 
people, but few institutions where you can study Ukrainian. They recommended this 
program as the best, and I‘m quite satisfied. This is my first time in Ukraine, and 
Europe in general. Everything is different here. People think differently. They’re very 
religious. …Friends, family, neighbors are very important here. I’ve been here five 
weeks. When I arrived, I didn’t know much: numbers, days of the week, months. I 
learned a lot here. I love the Ukrainian language. It has many pretty words… I hope to 
come here again, but I don’t know when that will be.”

Markian, who is from the United States, speaks Ukrainian without an accent (so 
much so you’d think he’s an UCU student). He related: “I was born in America. My par-
ents emigrated from Ukraine. At home we speak Ukrainian. I really like the girls in Lviv, 
the historical center, the clubs. I came to study the language, especially writing.”

– Olha Khvorostovska
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