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Canadian observers document  
suspicious delays, falsifications

KYIV – A chaotic tabulation of results is undermin-
ing the integrity of the post-electoral process in 
Ukraine, raising concerns about the severity of the 
irregularities in a significant number of districts, 
according to Canada’s election-monitoring team.

These irregularities in the tabulation and ballot 
transfer to the Central Election Commission (CEC) fol-
low longer-term problems which have already been 
noted by Mission Canada.

In the post-election period, Mission Canada has 
documented a high number of cases where recounts 
at District Election Commissions (DECs) have been 
abruptly halted, continuously delayed or apparently 
guided by unauthorized persons. Falsified electronic 
transfers of results from the DECs to the CEC continue 
to raise concerns.

Many of the problems to date are occurring in 
competitive single-mandate districts, Mission Canada 
reported on November 6. Observers have reported 
inconsistencies between protocols filled out at 
Precinct Election Commissions (PECs) and results 
published on the CEC website. Access of observers 
and journalists to areas where tabulations are taking 
place is prohibited, in line with the CEC resolution, 
and therefore the tabulation process is not transpar-
ent. Also worrisome are the changes in DEC members 
during vote tabulation, for example in DEC No. 223.

Particularly egregious cases have been observed in 
several districts. For example, in DEC No. 197, serious 
problems have been noted with the conduct of vote 
tabulation – where results were changed and where 
the protocols appear to have been falsified. 

The decision of DEC No. 94 to invalidate the results 
in 28 polling stations was based on court decisions 
that did not provide clear reasoning. This decision, 
adopted in a single vote for all 28 districts, was taken 
without discussion or consideration, and did not pro-
vide grounds. This decision disenfranchised over 
25,000 voters, and affected the overall results in the 
district in favor of the candidate from the ruling party, 
Mission Canada noted.

In five districts (DECs No. 94, 132, 194, 197, 223) 
the violations were so serious that the CEC decided 
that it could not establish results, and proposed that 
Parliament hold repeat elections in those districts, 
though the CEC has the sole authority to order repeat 
elections. 

Four hundred and twenty-two trained and impar-
tial observers have been to all regions and territories 
of Ukraine, and represented the largest-ever deploy-
ment of its kind by the Canadian government. Mission 
Canada observers continue to monitor the comple-
tion of the tabulation, adjudication and complaints 
process.

Mission Canada is undertaken with the financial 
support of the government of Canada through the 
Canadian International Development Agency and the 
Department of Foreign Affairs and International 
Trade. The project is implemented by CANADEM, a 
non-government organization.
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Post-election process in Ukraine
tainted by serious problems

The opposition in Ukraine’s next Parliament will be led by (from left) Ukrainian Democratic Alliance for Reform (UDAR) 
Chair Vitali Klitschko, Batkivshchyna Party Chair Arseniy Yatsenyuk and Svoboda Party Chair Oleh Tiahnybok.

UDAR

UKRAINE’S PARLIAMENTARY ELECTIONS:
Voters reject country’s drift toward Russia

by Zenon Zawada
Special to The Ukrainian Weekly

KYIV – Despite the fraud that marred the final vote tally, 
Ukraine’s voters proved that the majority opposes the 
nation’s drift into the orbit of the Russian Federation, 
which is aiming to launch a Eurasian Union supranational 
political structure with Ukraine. 

The October 28 parliamentary elections confirmed also 
that the majority of Ukrainians oppose the corrupt, author-
itarian rule of the Party of Regions of Ukraine PRU), led by 
President Viktor Yanukovych and Prime Minister Mykola 
Azarov, both of whom spent two and a half years in office 
magnifying their families’ wealth at the expense of national 
interests.

The three leading opposition parties earned 49.9 per-
cent of the votes in closed party list (proportional) voting, 
compared to the 43.2 percent earned by the Russian-
oriented incumbent PRU and the Communist Party of 
Ukraine (CPU), as reported by the Central Election 
Commission.

“We’re seeing Ukrainians uniting in their negative view 
of the Party of Regions and its leaders,” said Ihor Losiev, an 
assistant professor of cultural studies at the National 
University of Kyiv Mohyla Academy. “Even in Crimea, the 
opposition parties gained 21 percent, which never hap-
pened before.”

The official results differed from exit poll figures, which 
demonstrated an even greater rift between the Russian-
oriented incumbents and the opposition. About 52 percent 
was estimated for the opposition and 40 percent for the 
incumbents, according to the Razumkov Center/
Democratic Initiatives exit poll.

The election also revealed that the policies of the 
Yanukovych administration have radicalized Ukrainian 
society more than ever in its 21 years of independence.

The Communist Party, responsible for some of the 20th 
century’s worst genocides, but which is even more closely 
associated with the economic stability it provided in the 
post-World War II period, rebounded in popularity owing 
to disenchantment in Ukraine’s industrial regions with the 
Party of Regions. 

The CPU earned 13.2 percent of the closed list (propor-
tional) votes – its best result since earning 21 percent in 
the 2002 parliamentary elections. The Communists also 
gained 1.4 million more votes compared to the 2007 elec-
tion.

“The Communists gained only votes that the Party of 
Regions lost,” Mr. Losiev pointed out.

The nationalist Svoboda party, which is committed to an 
ethnocentric economic policy of social-nationalism, rocked 
the political establishment in gaining an unexpected 10.4 
percent of closed list seats, as well as 13 single-mandate 
seats in Parliament, two of which are still under conten-
tion. Its support surged by 1.9 million votes since the 2007 
parliamentary elections – a tenfold gain.

“Society is radicalizing, with the Party of Regions at one 
pole in the metropolises,” said Serhiy Hrabovsky, a veteran 
political observer and author. “The second pole is not tied 
to any party in particular, but is represented by political 
forces and activists that categorically oppose the system 
created in the last two years and have as their goal to liqui-
date it.”

Closed list voting

The Party of Regions earned the most closed list votes, 
despite leading the government for two years during 
which the economy severely deteriorated and corruption 
ran rampant. It earned 30 percent of closed list votes, 
receiving the support of 6.1 million voters.

The Ukrainian Weekly

(Continued on page 4)



No. 46THE UKRAINIAN WEEKLY      SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 11, 20122

Berlin concerned about slow vote count 

KYIV – German Foreign Minister Guido 
Westerwelle expressed his concern about a 
delay in the counting of votes in the parlia-
mentary elections in Ukraine, it was report-
ed on November 6. In a statement released 
by the German Federal Foreign Office, he 
said, “I am very concerned about the slow 
vote count in Ukraine, which has not been 
completed even a week after the elections.” 
The German diplomat called on decision-
makers in Ukraine to ensure the fast count-
ing of votes, which would fully reflect the 
will of the voters. “All complaints concern-
ing violations in the elections and during 
the counting of votes should be reviewed 
immediately and transparently,” the minis-
ter added. (Ukrinform)

Komorowski: Fraud should be investigated

KYIV – All cases of election fraud in 
Ukraine should be made public and those 
responsible for it should be punished, Polish 
President Bronislaw Komorowski said on 
November 5. “This is a time when we must 
clearly realize: if someone falsified anything 
in Ukraine during the elections, it should be 
made public and punished,” said Mr. 
Komorowski. According to the president of 
Poland, election fraud can mean “a huge 
loss” to the transformations taking place in 
Ukraine. “Ukrainians have never shown 
such a high level of support for the idea of 
European integration,” he emphasized. Mr. 
Komorowski added that it would be “very 
bad if, given the strange things happening 
around a few mandates, it was lost.” At the 
same time, Mr. Komorowski said he would 
never have said that elections in Ukraine 
were totally rigged. “We can see uncounted 
votes, and we are concerned about the situ-
ation in several single-member districts,” 
said the Polish leader. He added that 99 per-
cent of the votes were counted correctly and 
are consistent with the exit polls. He noted 
that in a telephone conversation with 
Ukrainian President Viktor Yanukovych on 
November 4 he said that the doubts related 
to some districts eventually may affect the 
overall assessment of the elections and will 
have negative consequences for the 
European perspective of Ukraine. “Ukraine 
either will be caught between East and 

West, or eventually will make a choice. For 
us it is important that this choice lead 
Ukraine to the Western world,” said 
President Komorowski. (Ukrinform)

ENEMO calls for investigation 

KYIV – The mission of the European 
Network of  Elect ion Monitoring 
Organizations (ENEMO) has called on 
Ukraine’s law enforcement agencies to 
impartially investigate and prosecute those 
responsible for irregularities in the counting 
of votes following the October 28 parlia-
mentary elections. “ENEMO calls on authori-
ties and courts to comply with the law and 
preserve the will of the voters as to reflect it 
correctly in the tabulation process. 
Furthermore, ENEMO strongly urges law 
enforcement bodies to investigate impartial-
ly and to prosecute persons responsible for 
violations and fraud during the tabulation 
process,” reads the statement, according to 
November 5 news reports. ENEMO said it is 
continuing to observe the post-election peri-
od in Ukraine, in particular, the tabulation of 
results in district election commissions 
(DECs). “Observers are reporting cases 
where the law enforcement agencies and 
unknown persons stopped the functioning 
of DECs, spoiled ballot papers, illegally with-
drew protocols of precinct election commis-
sions (PECs), prevented and impeded the 
ordinary work of commissioners. Multiple 
sources are claiming mismatches between 
protocols filled out at PECs and results pub-
lished on the website of the Central Election 
Commission (CEC),” reads the statement. 
ENEMO noted that such incidents were 
occurring mostly in single-mandate constit-
uencies where the difference between oppo-
sition and pro-governmental candidates is 
very narrow such as in districts No. 211 and 
No. 223 (Kyiv city), No. 95 (Kyiv Oblast), No. 
132 (Mykolaiv Oblast), No. 20 and No. 21 
(Volyn Oblast), No. 11 and No. 14 (Vinnytsia 
Oblast) and No. 189 (Khmelnytsky Oblast). 
“Limited access of journalists and proxies 
to tabulation rooms raises large concerns 
about the transparency of DEC activities 
and validity of result tabulations in those 
constituencies,” the mission said. 
(Ukrinform)

(Continued on page 12)
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by Pavel K. Baev
Eurasia Daily Monitor

The choice that the United States will 
make on November 6 is certain to have a 
strong impact on U.S.-Russia relations, but 
President Vladimir Putin cannot figure out 
what outcome will suit his interests better. 

Back in 2004, he opted for endorsing 
George W. Bush, which the 43rd U.S. presi-
dent did not find helpful or even amusing, 
perhaps sincerely regretting his “look-in-the-
eye” insight. This time around, Mr. Putin sees 
no chance of gaining a modicum of personal 
chemistry with the next U.S. leader. 

Barack Obama is a known quality and 
has plenty of stakes to defend in the policy 
of “reset” with Russia. But the irony of stay-
ing on this course is that Mr. Obama has to 
defend those achievements from Mr. Putin. 
The abrupt termination of the praisewor-
thy Nunn-Lugar program confirms that Mr. 
Putin does not share the vision of a world 
free of nuclear weapons, and the expulsion 
of the U.S. Agency for International 
Development (USAID) signals the Kremlin’s 
desire to block the channels of “interfer-
ence” in its authoritarian degeneration 
(Moskovskie Novosti, October 29). 

President Obama invested much effort 
in building rapport with Dmitry Medvedev, 
and Mr. Putin could have simply simpered 
at those wasted investments and nothing 
more, if only Mr. Medvedev had not dared 
to challenge his supremacy in such crucial 
matters as the composition of the budget 
or the reform of the pension system 
(Nezavisimaya Gazeta, November 1; 
Finmarket, November 2).

Mitt Romney irks the Kremlin to no end 
with his persistent promises to show Mr. 
Putin real toughness and not “flexibility,” 
which Mr. Obama carelessly mentioned and 
then far from convincingly tried to explain 
away (Kommersant, October 30). Mr. 
Romney was perhaps even more careless in 
describing Russia as America’s “number one 
geopolitical foe,” but many in Moscow are 
thrilled about the prospect of being elevated 
to such a strategic status (Nezavisimoe 
Voennoe Obozrenie, November 2).

Others reflect that it was often easier for 
the Soviet and Russian leaders to deal with 
tough-minded Republicans and take note of 
the surprise business visit to Moscow of the 
candidate’s son Matt Romney (Moscow 
echo, November 2). 

One consideration that rings alarms in the 
Kremlin is that many experts in the 
Republican camp worked in the second Bush 
administration and shaped the course of fos-
tering the “color revolutions,” which remain a 
menacing specter for Mr. Putin, who presses 
further with targeted repressions and refuses 
to acknowledge the build-up of domestic dis-
content (Gazeta.ru, November 1).

What makes these U.S. elections particu-
larly irritating for Mr. Putin is their most 
untimely demonstration of the value of polit-
ical competition, which involves a choice 
between substantially different platforms 
informed by fair and content-rich debates. 
Seeking to corrupt this impression, the offi-
cial propaganda spins the report of the 
Central Electoral Commission, which criticiz-
es “systematic and large-scale violations of 
legislation,” and makes an issue of the less-
than-lukewarm welcome of Organization for 
Security and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE) 
observers in Texas (Grani.ru, October 31). A 
good argument could indeed be made for a 
transition to direct elections that would 
guarantee that the U.S. president is elected 
by majority vote, but there is hardly any 
doubt that Americans would give this argu-

ment every consideration before deciding to 
abandon the tradition of the Electoral 
College (New Times, October 30).

Interest in U.S. elections is always high in 
Russia, but this year it is mixed with reflec-
tions on the recent parliamentary elections in 
Georgia and Ukraine. In the former, the 
strength of character shown by President 
Mikhail Saakashvili in accepting the narrow 
defeat after the bitterly fought campaign 
might lead to normalization of relations with 
Russia (Nezavisimaya Gazeta, November 2). 
In the latter, most Russians shared the 
Kremlin’s expectations that the Party of 
Regions, led by President Viktor Yanukovych, 
would score a solid victory, but in fact, it has 
managed to win only a slim majority of seats, 
registering barely 30 percent support on the 
party ballot (Kommersant, October 30). 

Most commentators agree that in the 
Ukrainian Verhovna Rada the traditional pat-
tern of quarreling and bargaining endures, 
but the massive electoral manipulations and 
fraud signify a curtailing of democracy 
(Gazeta.ru, October 30). One worrisome 
change is the strong support for the extreme 
nationalist party Svoboda, which corresponds 
to the fast growth of nationalist groups in 
Russia as demonstrated by their recent 
march in downtown Moscow (Nezavisimaya 
Gazeta, November 1; Gazeta.ru, November 2).

It is remarkable that, with all the polariza-
tion of views in Russian society, the 
expressed preferences for the outcome of 
the U.S. elections are much the same as in 
most European countries: 41 percent of 
respondents want to see Mr. Obama re-elect-
ed, while only 8 percent prefer Mr. Romney, 
and the rest are undecided (Levada.ru, 
October 30). Russians understand perfectly 
well that the absolutely central issue in the 
choice Americans are making is the econo-
my. The Russian public may have instinctive 
mistrust in the recipes for recovery that Mr. 
Romney is selling, but it is clear that the 
gloating over U.S. financial troubles has com-
pletely evaporated and a sober reckoning of 
Russia’s economic vulnerability to these 
troubles has prevailed. 

There is also understanding that the main 
foreign policy problem for a U.S. president in 
the weeks and months after the elections is 
the escalating turmoil in the Middle East. 
And while mistrust in U.S. “hegemonic ambi-
tions” is still strong, concerns about the limi-
tations on the West’s ability to induce stabili-
ty in the newly perturbed nests of radicalism 
from Benghazi to Aleppo are diluting the 
residual and officially encouraged anti-
Americanism (Kommersant, Nezavisimaya 
Gazeta, November 2).

The message from the U.S. elections that 
many Russians are internalizing is about 
political competition as the natural avenue 
for change, and this brings into sharper 
focus Mr. Putin’s hostility to any change in 
the system of rigidly centralized and increas-
ingly dysfunctional control – as well as his 
fear of competition. He is no longer seeking 
opportunities to cultivate personal ties with 
Western peers and seeks only their indiffer-
ence to the brewing political crisis in Russia. 

He suspects the West in undermining his 
vision of a powerful and proud “derzhava” 
and refuses to admit that his reliance on cor-
ruption, misinformation and repression pro-
pels Russia toward a cataclysm, which 
nobody in the West wishes to deal with. 
Tomorrow, the United States will help Russia 
recognize how much it needs legitimate 
leadership – and Mr. Putin stands in the way.

The article above is reprinted from Eurasia 
Daily Monitor with permission from its pub-
lisher, the Jamestown Foundation, www.
jamestown.org.

U.S. elections deepen divergence
between Russia’s and Putin’s interests
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KYIV – In a statement issued on 
November 4, the Ukrainian Democratic 
Alliance for Reform (UDAR) stated that 
Ukraine is in a political crisis due to gov-
ernment interference with the parliamen-
tary elections and blamed President Viktor 
Yanukovych for this “cynical lawlessness.”

“The political party UDAR announces 
that as a result of government interference 
during the parliamentary election cam-
paign and the tabulations of voter will, 
Ukraine has ended up in a political crisis. 
The responsibility for this cynical lawless-
ness and ignoring of voters’ choice is the 
personal responsibility of President Viktor 
Yanukovych, the guarantor of Ukraine’s 
constitution,” said the party statement.  

“UDAR has appealed to the Central 
Election Commission (CEC) not to 
announce the official results of the election, 
which today are compromised and do not 
represent the true will of the voters. And, 
UDAR appeals to the Verkhovna Rada, 
whose mandates and powers remain in 
force, to cancel the existing law on parlia-
mentary elections, which created the plat-
form for lawlessness that is currently 
occurring and has pushed Ukraine into a 
corner of political crisis. Parliament should 
adopt a new law on parliamentary elec-

tions based on the proportional open party 
list basis, which should serve as the new 
law for new elections to the Verkhovna 
Rada,” UDAR stated.  

“We demand the Procurator General of 
Ukraine provide a legal opinion with 
regard to the actions of members of elec-
tion commissions, judges and others, who 
adopted illegal decisions during the parlia-
mentary election process. They should all 
face full responsibility for their deeds,” said 
the party.  

“UDAR appeals to all international insti-
tutes and governments of democratic coun-
tries not to recognize the parliamentary 
elections in Ukraine as either democratic 
or free and requests them to introduce per-
sonal sanctions against officials and indi-
viduals guilty of changing and falsifying the 
will of citizens – this includes President 
Yanukovych and officials ranging from elec-
tion commissions and judges to others 
responsible for illegal actions during the 
election process.”

UDAR issued an appeal to the United 
Opposition, Batkivshchyna and Svoboda, as 
well as democratic single-mandate candi-
dates to agree on a joint position that will 
lead to a joint action plan on leading 
Ukraine out of the political crisis.  

Ukrinform

KYIV – U.S. Secretary of State Hillary 
Clinton has said that the people of 
Ukraine deserve to live in a country with 
strong democratic institutions and that 
respects the rule of law, but the October 
28 parliamentary elections, in her opin-
ion, did not advance those goals.

She announced this on October 30 dur-
ing her visit to Sarajevo, according to a 
transcript of her answers to questions 
posed by reporters. The transcript was 
released by the U.S. Department of State.

“Like the rest of Europe, the people of 
Ukraine deserve so much better. They 
deserve to live in a country with strong 
democratic institutions, that respects the 
rule of law, and these elections did not 
advance those goals. So the United States 
remains committed to the people of 
Ukraine. We want to work with them to 
strengthen their democracy, sovereignty 
and independence of their state, as we 
have for more than 20 years,” Secretary 
Clinton said.

She also called on Ukraine’s leadership 
“to stop the backward slide that Ukraine 
is in and start, once again, living up to the 
aspirations of the Ukrainian people, and 
the United States will stand with them as 
they do.”

The secretary of state also repeated a 
statement made by the U.S. Department 
of State that the United States shares the 
view of monitors from the Organization 
for Security and Cooperation in Europe 
(OSCE) that the elections constituted a 
step backward for Ukrainian democracy 
compared to the previous parliamentary 
elections and the 2010 presidential elec-
tion.

She also reiterated the deep concern of 
the U.S. that the politically motivated con-
victions of opposition leaders, including 
former Prime Minister Tymoshenko, pre-
vented them from running and standing 
in these elections. Secretary Clinton also 
called on the government of Ukraine “to 
put an immediate end to the selective 
prosecution and detention of political 
opponents.”

Ukrinform

KYIV – The 2012 parliamentary elec-
tions were the best in the history of inde-
pendent Ukraine, Prime Minister Mykola 
Azarov said at a November 2 meeting in 
Kyiv with observers from a mission of the 
O rga n i z a t i o n  fo r  S e c u r i t y  a n d 
Cooperation in Europe’s (OSCE) Office for 
Democratic Institutions and Human 
Rights, led by Audrey Glover

“These elections were the best in the 
history of our independent country. In 
these elections a minimum number of 
violations were fixed. The elections of 
2012 – this is very serious progress on 
transparency, democracy and fairness,” 
said the prime minister.

Mr. Azarov noted that Ukraine has 
seen a preliminary report of the OSCE/
ODIHR mission, which presented some 
observations. The prime minister said 
the Ukrainian government will be work-
ing very seriously to remove these flaws. 
“Surely, we will do very serious work 
based on your remarks, because you are 
experts in the electoral process, and we 
trust you,” said Mr. Azarov.

He added that Ukraine is looking for-
ward to the final report of the OSCE/
ODIHR, to be published in about eight 
weeks. Conclusions of experts on demo-
cratic elections, who worked in the mis-
sion, are extremely important for the 
improvement of democracy in Ukraine, 
the prime minister emphasized. 

Ukrinform

KYIV – A statement by the U.S. 
Department of State, which criticized the 
electoral process in Ukraine does not 
reflect the real situation, according to 
Foreign Affairs Minister Kostyantyn 
Gryshchenko.

Speaking at a briefing at the Cabinet of 
Ministers on October 31, Mr. Gryshchenko 
said: “A statement made by Department of 
State acting spokesperson [Mark Toner], 
in our opinion, does not reflect its content, 
because the link is to a joint statement of 
the OSCE and other institutions. We 
believe that a whole number of points 
there simply don’t reflect reality.” 

At the same time, Mr. Gryshchenko said 
that Ukraine is ready to discuss the ques-
tion of the parliamentary elections with its 
U.S. partners. “We respect the views of 
professional observers, acting in accor-
dance with OSCE standards and rules, but 
they should be guided by certain 
approaches and standards, first and fore-
most, facts,” the foreign affairs minister 
said. 

Mr. Toner said in a statement on 

October 29 that “the United States 
Government is concerned that the conduct 
of Sunday’s parliamentary elections con-
stituted a step backwards from progress 
made during previous parliamentary elec-
tions and the 2010 presidential election.” 
He also said that the United States was 
“troubled by allegations of fraud and falsi-
fication in the voting process and tabula-
tion, by the disparity between preliminary 
results from the Central Election 
Commission and parallel vote tabulations, 
and by the Central Election Commission’s 
decision not to release precinct results.”

Washington shared the concerns cited 
in a preliminary report from observation 
missions from the Organization for 
Security and Cooperation in Europe’s 
(OSCE) Office for Democratic Institutions 
a n d  H u m a n  R i gh t s ,  t h e  O S C E 
P a r l i a m e n t a r y  A s s e m b l y,  t h e 
Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of 
Europe, the European Parliament and the 
NATO Parliamentary Assembly, in particu-
lar, “the use of government resources to 
favor ruling party candidates, interference 
with media access and harassment of 
opposition candidates.”

OTTAWA – A protest against the unfair 
parliamentary elections in Ukraine took 
place at the Embassy of Ukraine in Ottawa 
on November 1.

Around 20 people held banners with 
messages such as “Do not let democracy 
step back” “Politics is about service not 
about entitlement.” They sang Ukrainian 
songs and chanted slogans regarding the 
non-transparent elections.

“The majority of us are Ukrainian stu-
dents who are completing internships at the 

Parliament of Canada. In addition, some 
representatives of the Ukrainian communi-
ty in Canada who are deeply concerned 
with the situation in Ukraine also came to 
support us,” said an activist who gave his 
name as Roman. “By this protest we want to 
attract attention of the international com-
munity to the blatant disrespect of the rule 
of law in Ukraine. We also want to deliver a 
strong message to the government of 

KYIV – In a statement released on 
November 1, the Ukrainian World Congress 
(UWC) said it had determined that exten-
sive delays in vote tabulation in a number 
of closely contested single-mandate elec-
toral districts are associated with manipu-
lation and questionable reporting.

The UWC noted that, after three days of 
tabulating votes at the District Election 
Commission (DEC) level, several competi-
tive races were still undecided. In other 
electoral districts, where results were dis-
closed after long delays, there are signifi-
cant discrepancies between the data post-
ed on the Central Election Commission’s 
(CEC) website and official protocols filed by 
the Precinct Election Commissions.

The UWC said it is also concerned that 
official election observers are being exclud-
ed from many DEC proceedings in Kyiv and 
are having difficulties obtaining copies of 
protocols in highly contested single man-
date electoral districts.

The UWC called upon the CEC to investi-
gate undue delays in the tabulation of 
votes. The UWC also underscored the fact 
that, in accordance with international prac-
tice, official election observers must be 
allowed unhindered access to all proceed-
ings and receive copies of all protocols. 

The UWC Election Observer Mission 
said it expects Ukrainian officials to focus 
on the satisfactory resolution of problems 
occurring in still contested electoral dis-
tricts. 

On November 5, the Ukrainian World 
Congress reported that its election-moni-
toring mission continues to observe seri-
ous civil unrest resulting from the manipu-
lation of the tabulation process and falsifi-
cation of election results in several DECs. 

The significant delay in the vote tabula-
tions and the substantive discrepancy 
between official protocols and results post-
ed on the CEC website bring into question 
the veracity of the election results in many 
DECs, the UWC underscored. The UWC 
called for an immediate review of all 
Precinct Electoral Commission (PEC) pro-
tocols in relation to the results posted on 
the CEC website.

After seven days of counting, many DECs 
still had not concluded their vote tabula-
tion. The UWC mission said it is deeply con-
cerned about the violence and electoral 
fraud being reported at many DECs in the 
areas of Kyiv, Kyiv Oblast, Vinnytsia, 
Mykolayiv and Odesa.

UWC observers continued to monitor 
and report on the situation.

UDAR: Ukraine in deep political crisis

Clinton: People of Ukraine
deserve so much better

Azarov: Elections were
best in Ukraine’s history

Gryshchenko: U.S. State Department
assessment does not reflect reality

Ukrainian students in Canada protest
unfair parliamentary elections in Ukraine

UWC cites suspicious delays
in vote count, reports civil unrest

(Continued on page 16)
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As expected, its support came from the 
industrial eastern and southern regions of 
Ukraine, which had been under Russian 
rule, and heavy Russian cultural influence, 
for more than three centuries. 

The Party of Regions also won the west-
ern-most Zakarpattia Oblast, whose busi-
ness and political life is dominated by local 
kingpin and Party of Regions ally Viktor 
Baloha. 

“Baloha is a well-known leader, on whom 
a lot depends in the oblast,” Mr. Losiev said. 
“He’s repeatedly demonstrated enormous 
success in organizing successful campaigns 
for political forces. It has no relation to the 
people’s mood or ideology.”

Political experts pointed out that the PRU 
result was significantly lower than in the 
last parliamentary elections in 2007, when 
it got 8 million votes, or 34 percent.

Some former Party of Regions support-
ers opted to vote for the Communist Party, 
while the more moderate voters favored the 
centrist Ukrainian Democratic Alliance for 
Reform (UDAR), which will make its debut 
in the Verkhovna Rada alongside the 
Svoboda party.

UDAR played the role of a third party 
between the government and the opposi-
tion, noted Mr. Losiev. 

“There’s a social demand for a new polit-
ical force,” Mr. Hrabovsky said. “[Party 
Chair] Vitali Klitschko himself is associated 
with the European vector, because he’s lived 
in the West for quite a while and has had 
success there earning money as a boxer 
without machinations here. Therefore, the 
youth particularly associates him with the 
European vector, more than any other polit-
ical force.”

The UDAR party was largely a Kyiv-based 
party during the parliamentary elections of 
2007, when it was not yet competing on the 
national arena.

It built its popularity by actively criticiz-
ing the corruption of Former Kyiv City 
C o u n c i l  C h a i r  ( M a y o r )  L e o n i d 
Chernovetskyi, particularly in the sphere of 
illegal land distributions. Attempts to pre-
vent corrupt legislation from being 
approved often led to brawls and scuffles in 
the Kyiv City Council.

UDAR also adopted the cause of small- 
and medium-sized business people, fighting 
attempts by corrupt authorities to ruin their 
businesses or the attempts of oligarchs to 
take over their business venues. For exam-
ple, UDAR defended the Rye Market build-
ing in Kyiv’s Podil District from a business 
raid.

Such campaigns – combined with Mr. 
Klitschko’s popular image as a world-cham-
pion boxer – earned UDAR third place in the 
election with 14 percent support, or 2.8 mil-
lion votes.

After the election, Mr. Klitschko immedi-
ately called for forming a coalition with the 
other opposition forces, dispelling accusa-
tions that he’d be flirting with the Party of 
Regions.

 The leading opposition force remained 
the Batkishchyna party led by former Prime 
Minister Yulia Tymoshenko, who is serving 
a seven-year prison sentence for abuse of 
authority. 

Batkivshchyna earned 5.2 million votes, 
or 25.5 percent, compared to 7.1 million 
votes in 2007, or 31 percent. Experts said 
the party lost supporters to the UDAR and 
Svoboda parties.

Nevertheless, it was a strong result for a 
party that had invested little energy and 
money into the election, and whose leader 
has been out of public view for more than a 
year while imprisoned. “It wasn’t a bad 
result considering their situation with 
money,” Mr. Hrabovsky said. “A fourth of the 
vote is a strong starting point.”

(Continued from page 1)

Voters reject...

The elections showed that impoverished 
Ukrainians, who make up the vast majority 
of the country’s population, are increasingly 
turning to radical parties for political solu-
tions because the two largest forces – the 
Party of Regions and Batkivshchyna – 
haven’t been able to work together to solve 
economic problems. 

Both the Communists and Svoboda’s 
nationalists advocate nationalizing strategic 
factories and mines that were privatized 
since independence, both support tight 
restrictions on free trade and private prop-
erty and both openly declare their con-
tempt for democracy, supporting totalitari-
an systems of rule. 

 The Communists’ commitment to 
Marxist ideals has long been in question, 
considering that many party leaders them-
selves are oligarchs who own vast sums of 
capital. 

The radical intentions of the Svoboda 
nationalists have generated far more con-
cern on the part of the Ukrainian establish-
ment, considering its deputies are average, 
working-class Ukrainians without much 
wealth. “They will oppose the government, 
which in turn will try to manipulate them 
with provocations,” Mr. Losiev said.

If the Svoboda nationalist party had the 
biggest upset, then voters handed the big-
gest disappointment of the election to 
Natalia Korolevska, who launched the 
Ukraine – Forward party with immense 
financing from Ukraine’s oligarchs.

Herself a Donbas native, Ms. Korolevska 
and her new party received enormous sup-
port from the Donetsk-controlled Party of 
Regions in terms of access to mass media 
and billboards, as well as access to other 
government resources (“adminresurs”). 

That the under-financed Svoboda party 
could outperform the heavily financed 
Ukraine – Forward project demonstrated a 
new maturity among Ukraine’s citizens 
whose votes couldn’t be bought and who 
are increasingly taking into consideration 
party platforms, observers said.

“She turned off most of her potential vot-
ers when she took on a soccer star [Andriy 
Shevchenko] and an actor [Ostap Stupka],” 
Mr. Hrabovsky said. “She had strong poll 
standings in the spring, which were squan-
dered.”

Single-mandate voting

The formation of the coalition govern-
ment this year will differ significantly from 
the last two Parliaments elected by 
Ukrainian citizens (in 2006 and 2007), in 
which only parties and blocs of parties, as 
opposed to individuals, were allowed to 
form the ruling coalition.

In September 2010, the Constitutional 
Court of Ukraine overturned the constitu-
tional amendments implemented in 
December 2004 during the Orange 
Revolution. As a result, individual national 

deputies – particularly those elected in sin-
gle-winner, single-mandate districts – will 
be able to form the parliamentary coalition.

It is widely expected that the Presidential 
Administration will recruit enough deputies 
to form a coalition that will support 
President Yanukovych in electing a parlia-
mentary chair from the Party of Regions, as 
well as a favorable Cabinet of Ministers.

Although the new Verkhovna Rada will 
feature more radicals than ever, it will also 
field its fair share of oligarchs and career 
politicians, many of whom extended their 
decade-long grips on their deputies’ man-
dates even longer. 

They are among the most interested in 
maintaining stability and supporting the 
Presidential Administration, political 
observers said. Moreover, the return to the 
1996 Constitution creates a situation in 
which the Presidential Administration 
won’t need a parliamentary coalition.

“It could come down to the Party of 
Regions getting whatever it wants,” Mr. 
Losiev said. “They won’t need a coalition. 
When they need the votes, they’ll just gath-
er as many as they need with the single-
mandate deputies.”

Meanwhile the Communist Party, which 
was part of the 2010-2012 parliamentary 
coalition, announced it won’t unite with the 
Party of Regions this time around.

“With or without the Communists, it 
won’t matter because they voted as they 
were told,” said Mr. Hrabovsky, referring to 
the last two years of the coalition govern-
ment led by Prime Minister Azarov.

The career politicians in the Rada 
include the current Parliament chair, 
Volodymyr Lytvyn, who won the single-
mandate district that contains the village of 
Sloboda-Romanivska in the Zhytomyr 
Oblast, where he was born and raised. 

In one position or another, Mr. Lytvyn 
has been at the center of Ukrainian politics 
since 1994, when he was first tapped as an 
advisor to President Leonid Kuchma. Mr. 
Lytvyn will likely be replaced as Verkhovna 
Rada chair by a PRU deputy, observers said.

Other career politicians include Mr. 
Baloha, the former chair of the Presidential 
Secretariat widely credited with ruining the 
political career of his boss, President Viktor 
Yushchenko, by waging a nasty public battle 
with Prime Minister Tymoshenko, all the 
while launching his own party, Single 
Center, behind his boss’s back.

In this election, Zakarpattia Oblast resi-
dents elected two politicians from Single 
Center to Parliament, Mr. Baloha himself 
and his longtime associate Vasyl Petiovka. 

Mr. Baloha enjoys close ties with the 
Party of Regions leadership, and his allies 
are sure to join the next parliamentary 
coalition, observers said. The other four sin-
gle-mandate deputies representing the 
Zakarpattia Oblast belong to the Party of 
Regions.

Another re-elected careerist is Ihor 
Rybakov, the national deputy most known 
for abandoning the Tymoshenko Bloc for 
the Party of Regions. This year, Mr. Rybakov 
was video-recorded by Tymoshenko Bloc 
National Deputy Roman Zabzaliuk as he 
allegedly offered him $450,000 to join the 
ruling coalition in Parliament. 

Ukrainophobes also enjoyed success in 
the single-mandate races, including Igor 
Markov, an Odesa millionaire who personal-
ly participated in the bloody April 2009 
assault on ethnically conscious Ukrainians. 
He was never arrested or charged with a 
crime, despite video evidence.

Vadim Kolesnichenko, who has made a 
career out of denigrating the Ukrainian cul-
ture and language, won in a single-mandate 
district representing Sevastopol, where the 
Russian Black Sea Fleet is based.

Besides Mr. Markov, other allegedly vio-
lent gangsters earned deputies’ mandates, 
including Lev Mirimskyi of Crimea, who has 
made a habit of openly threatening journal-
ists.

“The [Crimea parliamentary] deputy 
swore at the journalist and promised to poi-
son him, when asked about his role in a 
crime that involved state-owned properties 
being illegally confiscated from Symferopol 
residents, including public toilets,” reported 
activists with the Crimean Partisan civic 
movement. It remains to be seen how Mr. 
Mirimskyi will deal with journalists in 
Ukraine’s Parliament.

No Verkhovna Rada would be complete 
without the standard delegation of mega-
millionaires and billionaires, who have 
among the poorest attendance records 
because many of them are rarely in Ukraine, 
spending much of their business and leisure 
life abroad.

Among them are Ukraine’s biggest oli-
garch, Rinat Akhmetov of the Party of 
Regions (estimated wealth: $25.6 billion), 
independent deputy Kostyantyn Zhevago 
($3.2 billion), Viacheslav Boguslayev of the 
Party of Regions ($704 million), Yefim 
Zviahilskyi of the Party of Regions ($504 
million), independent Oleksander Hereha 
($400 million),  independent Ihor 
Yeremeyev ($312 million), Tariel Vasadze of 
the Party of Regions ($297 million), 
Oleksander Feldman of the Party of Regions 
($291 million), independent Serhii Buriak 
($288 million), Vasyl Khmelnytskyi of the 
Party of Regions ($289 million) and 
Oleksander Yanukovych of the Party of 
Regions ($130 million). (These are esti-
mates  g iven  by  the  Kyiv-based 
Korrespondent magazine, a leading weekly 
published in the Russian language with a 
Ukrainian-language web version.)

Oligarchs’ proxies also got elected, 
including Zhevago associate Anzhelika 
Labunska and Ihor Palytsia, a representa-
tive of the Privat Group, a Jewish business 
group in Dnipropetrovsk. 

A handful of civic activists and Western-
minded leaders squeaked through the elec-
tions, including 1990 student hunger strike 
leader Oles Doniy (who will represent the 
Kolomyia district), Kyiv culture and archi-
tecture activist Oleksander Bryhynets and 
former investigative television journalist 
Volodymyr Ariev.

Idealistic campaigns mounted by jour-
nalist Tetiana Chornovol and folk singer 
Serhii Vasyliuk failed against well-financed 
rivals in their respective districts.

Yet these elections proved that money 
alone couldn’t buy victory. Perhaps the big-
gest upset involved 25-year-old Svoboda 
nationalist Andrii Illyenko, a graduate stu-
dent at Taras Shevchenko National 
University in Kyiv, who defeated mega-mil-
lionaire oligarch Halyna Hereha.

Her husband was elected to represent a 
single-mandate district in the Khmelnytskyi 
Oblast. The Hereha business empire of 
home improvement stores is estimated to 
be worth about $400 million by 
Korrespondent.

Svoboda nationalist Andrii Illyenko on October 31 celebrates his hard-fought victory 
against mega-millionaire oligarch Halyna Hereha. He won a seat in Parliament by a 

margin of 191 votes in a single-mandate district in Kyiv.

Volodymyr Hontar/UNIAN
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Canadian Supreme Court rules against Wrzesnewskyj’s bid to overturn election
by Christopher Guly

Special to The Ukrainian Weekly

OTTAWA – In a narrow 4-3 decision 
released on October 25, the Supreme Court 
of Canada upheld last year’s election result 
in the federal Toronto riding of Etobicoke 
Center and dashed Liberal Borys 
Wrzesnewskyj’s hopes for a by-election to 
contest the seat he lost by just 26 votes to 
Conservative Ted Opitz on May 2, 2011.

Mr. Wrzesnewskyj launched a legal chal-
lenge to the outcome in June 2011, citing 
numerous voting irregularities involving 
people voting twice, or without proper 
identification or documentation, or in poll-
ing divisions where they didn’t reside. 

This past May, the Ontario Superior 
Court set aside 79 votes due to the non-
existence of voter registration certificates or 
records of proof of elector identities – but 
not the result of fraud or corruption – in a 
sample of 10 of the riding’s 236 polls put 
forward by Mr. Wrzesnewskyj of the Liberal 
Party, and declared the Etobicoke Center 
results “null and void.” 

In June, Mr. Opitz of the Conservative 
Party appealed that decision to the Supreme 
Court, which is the final arbiter in determin-
ing whether or not to uphold a lower court’s 
ruling against an election result.

A seven-member panel of Canada’s high 
court interrupted its summer recess in July 
to hear the appeal, and more than three 
months later four of the justices agreed to 
restore 59 of the 79 votes disqualified by 
Superior Court Justice Thomas Lederer and 
ruled that they should be counted.

The remaining 20 votes constitute less 
than Mr. Opitz’s plurality of 26 and “there is 
no reason to believe that any of the 20 vot-
ers were not in fact entitled to vote,” wrote 

Justices Marshall Rothstein and Michael 
Moldaver for the majority, stating that Mr. 
Wrzesnewskyj “failed to establish that at 
least 26 votes should be disqualified.”

The judges relied on the “magic number 
test,” in the absence of a “more realistic 
test,” to determine whether or not an elec-
tion should be annulled if the number of 
invalid votes is “equal to or greater than the 
successful candidate’s plurality.”

As a result, Mr. Wrzesnewskyj’s applica-
tion to annul the election on cross-appeal 
was dismissed by the Supreme Court in its 
first ruling on a federal election result under 
the 2000 Elections Canada Act. The part 
dealing with contested elections “should 
not be taken by losing candidates as an invi-
tation to examine the election records in 
search of technical administrative errors, in 
the hopes of getting a second chance,” the 
court said.

“If elections can be easily annulled on the 
basis of administrative errors, public confi-
dence in the finality and legitimacy of elec-
tion results will be eroded. Only irregulari-
ties that affect the result of the election and 
thereby undermine the integrity of the elec-
toral process are grounds for overturning 
an election,” the court said.

The three dissenting judges disagreed.
“The irregularities in this case concerned 

ballots cast by individuals who were not 
entitled to vote,” wrote Chief Justice Beverley 
McLachlin on behalf of the minority dismiss-
ing Mr. Opitz’s appeal. She cited a section of 
the Canada Elections Act that allows a candi-
date to contest an election if there were 
“irregularities… that affected the result.”

According to the chief justice, “Votes cast 
by persons not entitled to vote are irregu-
larities that can affect the result of the elec-
tion, because they are votes that should not 

have been cast. If the number of such votes 
equals or exceeds the winner’s plurality, 
then the result of the election is affected and 
the election should be annulled,” she wrote, 
stating that Justice Lederer correctly 
applied the burden of proof in setting aside 
65 of the 79 ballots cast by persons not enti-
tled to vote.”

Although he didn’t win the Supreme 
Court battle, Mr. Wrzesnewskyj believes 
democracy won in light of Elections 
Canada’s plans to tighten voting proce-
dures and provide better training for vol-
unteers in advance of three federal by-elec-
tions scheduled for November 26.

“The next federal election in Canada will 
be run very differently – and that means 
that every Canadian has won,” said Mr. 
Wrzesnewskyj, who will attempt to reclaim 
the Etobicoke Center riding for the Liberals 
when Canadians go to the polls in the next 
general election expected in 2015.

“The laws governing how elections are 
run have to be changed – the political envi-
ronment, technology have changed, and the 
law needs  to  ref lect  that ,”  Mr. 
Wrzesnewskyj added.

The Ukrainian Canadian former 
Member of Parliament explained that, 
before he launched his court action, he con-
sulted with experts on electoral processes 
and was told that because the current law 
is “outdated,” he had a 10-percent chance 
of winning the legal battle. The Toronto 
bakery and dairy owner spent about 
$350,000 of his own “not-recoverable” 
money on the court challenge.

“Some people said, ‘The political environ-
ment’s changed – accept it,” said Mr. 
Wrzesnewskyj following the October 25 
Supreme Court ruling. “Well, I put myself 
forward for public office not to accept when 

things go wrong [but] to address problems 
when they arise and try to make the best 
country on the planet an even better place.”

He believes his bid to overturn the 2011 
result in Etobicoke Center “has shone a light” 
not just on his case but on “all the various 
problems that occurred in the last election 
campaign” in which “thousands of 
Canadians” could have lost their right to vote.

Elections Canada is currently investigat-
ing 1,394 complaints about harassing 
phone calls and so-called robocalls – auto-
mated phone messages that misdirected 
voters to the wrong polling station.

“I knew going into this that the odds 
were stacked against me,” said Mr. 
Wrzesnewskyj. “It’s not an issue of what 
was spent. It’s what’s been achieved.”

He said he doesn’t believe the problem 
lies in “rogue actors and a combination of 
things that came together in a bad way” in 
the 2011 federal election. “When you do a 
careful analysis of this, it’s unnerving,” said 
Mr. Wrzesnewskyj, “and hopefully, what 
this has done has shone a light on two 
things. Elections Canada has to do a much 
better job, and the electoral laws need to be 
changed.”

Meanwhile, Mr. Opitz issued a statement 
thanking the Supreme Court for its “careful-
ly worded reason,” which he said “con-
firmed” that a “fair election took place.” 

In the House of Commons, Prime 
Minister Stephen Harper said he was “quite 
pleased” with the ruling, from which he 
quoted: “We reject the [Liberal] candidate’s 
attempt to disenfranchise entitled voters 
and so undermine public confidence in the 
electoral process.”

Following the ruling, Mr. Opitz left for 
Ukraine to participate in Canada’s election-
observer mission.
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Since 1998, the Ukrainian American Veterans have been working on their project 
to register all servicemen and servicewomen of Ukrainian heritage who have proud-
ly served or are on active duty in the U.S. armed forces.

Within five years, the UAV had recorded 3,115 names based on information sub-
mitted by the registrants themselves, plus information from archival sources, such 
as honor rolls like those found at our parishes and national homes, plaques, monu-
ments, etc. “The UAV Registration Project Report 1998-2003” Volume I, was dedicat-
ed to World War II veterans and was released to coincide with the dedication of the 
National World War II Memorial in Washington on Memorial Day 2004.

By 2011, as reported at the recent UAV national convention (see story on page 8) 
by Anna Krawczuk, a past national commander of the UAV who now heads the regis-
tration project, the UAV had more than 1,000 fully documented registrants and 
information on nearly 7,000 more names. “But this is only the tip of the proverbial 
iceberg, since it has been estimated that more than 200,000 Ukrainian Americans 
served in World War II alone,” Mrs. Krawczuk explains. 

Compounding the problem is the fact that, from the late 19th century to 1991, 
many soldiers of Ukrainian heritage were incorrectly identified as nationals of coun-
tries occupying Ukrainian territory, for example, Austria-Hungary, Poland and 
Russia. Thus, the registration project also aims to set the historical record straight.

The UAV Registration Project continues. Volume II, which is dedicated to Korean 
and Vietnam war veterans, is now being compiled and its release is planned for 
Memorial Day of next year. The deadline for submissions for Volume II is December 
15; there is no fee for registration. (For additional information and to get a registra-
tion form, readers may e-mail uav.registration@verizon.net. The mailing address is 
UAV Registration Project, P.O. Box 172, Holmdel, NJ 07722-0172.)

Mrs. Krawczuk emphasizes that the UAV Registration Project has a long way to go 
and that it needs the help of the Ukrainian American community: “Please tell your 
relatives and friends… and encourage them to register. You may register your loved 
ones as well.” The history of Ukrainian American contributions to the U.S. armed 
forces is a story that must be told; it is a story that can be told with our community’s 
assistance.

In addition, the UAV is raising funds for a national monument that will be erected 
on the grounds of St. Andrew Memorial Church and Cemetery of the Ukrainian 
Orthodox Metropolia Center in South Bound Brook, N.J. (The site was donated by the 
Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the U.S.A.) 

The Ukrainian American Veterans National Monument Project strives to honor all 
Ukrainian American men and women who served in the U.S. armed forces, and the 
monument’s design features the seals of the five branches of the U.S. military plus 
the UAV logo. Thus far, over $57,000 has been raised for this worthy project, whose 
total cost is estimated at $250,000.

As we mark Veterans Day 2012 on November 11, we ask our readers to please 
consider helping the UAV realize these two significant projects.

Recognizing our veterans
The Ukrainian Weekly

Seven years ago, on November 16, 2005, the U.S. House of 
Representatives passed H.R. 562, a bill that authorized the estab-
lishment of a memorial, donated by the government of Ukraine, 
on federal land in the District of Columbia to honor the victims of 

the Holodomor – the Famine-Genocide in Ukraine of 1932-1933.
Introduced by Rep. Sander Levin (D-Mich.) on February 2, 2005, the bill was referred to 

the Committee on Resources. The Subcommittee on National Parks held a hearing on June 9, 
2005, where the legislation received the overwhelming support of subcommittee members.

However, Joseph Lawler, the regional director of the National Parks Committee for the 
National Capital Region, expressed his opposition to the legislation. His argument was that 
creating separate monuments by individual ethnic groups would somehow detract from 
the Victims of Communism Memorial and could create an unfortunate competition among 
various groups for limited memorial sites in the capital.

Rep. Levin, sponsor of the bill and co-chair of the Congressional Ukrainian Caucus, 
joined by the Ukrainian National Information Service (UNIS), provided testimony to the 
contrary, resulting in widespread support of the bill. Thirty-six members of the House of 
Representatives co-sponsored the bill, thanks to the efforts of UNIS. 

During the floor action on November 16, 2005, Rep. Louie Gohmert (R-Texas), noted 
that “proponents of H.R. 562 hope that building a memorial in the District of Columbia 
will bring awareness to the event [the Holodomor] and honor its victims.”

Rep. Levin thanked the leadership of the House of Representatives for expediting the 
vote on the bill, as well as his colleagues on both sides of the aisle for their support. “This 
legislation is important for all of humanity,” Rep. Levin said. “It is very important to the 1.5 
million Ukrainian Americans throughout the United States, including many of my constitu-
ents. It has a special meaning to the people of Ukraine who have embarked on a coura-
geous effort to build a free, democratic, open society, and indeed to all of us who value 
freedom.”

Michael Sawkiw Jr., president of the Ukrainian Congress Committee of America (UCCA), 
said: “This monument will stand throughout the years as a memorial to all who perished. 
We couldn’t have done it without the support of Rep. Levin, the Congressional Ukrainian 
Caucus and our friends in Congress.”

Source: “House passes bill authorizing Famine memorial on federal land,” by Serhiy 
Zhykharev (UNIS), The Ukrainian Weekly, November 27, 2005. 

Nov.
16
2005

Turning the pages back...

Opinions in The Ukrainian Weekly
Opinions expressed by columnists, commen-

tators and letter-writers are their own and do 
not necessarily reflect the opinions of either 

The Weekly editorial staff or its publisher, the 
Ukrainian National Association.

by Askold S. Lozynskyj 
and Adrian I. Dlaboha

We had the opportunity to serve as 
international observers at the October 28 
elections to the legislature of Ukraine, spe-
cifically in two of the more troublesome 
regions of Ukraine: Kharkiv and Donetsk. 
Also, we observed in Kyiv on the district 
level on the following two days. Our reac-
tions were mixed, but mostly positive. It is 
our considered opinion that Ukraine made 
some significant progress since last year’s 
local elections, as well as the presidential 
vote of 2010.

Perhaps the reason for this generally 
positive review is that the electorate in 
Ukraine over the years has matured to a 
level of sophistication that exceeds many of 
the traditionally democratic societies. In 
fact, the maturation process has been ardu-
ous because of the numerous impediments 
set by the ruling and financial elite intent 
on acquiring or retaining power. The elec-
torate includes not only the some 30 mil-
lion voters, but the voter-officials who were 
charged with the duties of carrying out the 
process on the local precinct and district 
levels.

In places witnessed by us, it seems those 
local officials have been trained and hard-
ened by negative experiences to such an 
extent that they approached their latest 
duties with a strong will and remarkable 
dedication to prevent any hint of fraud. 
Furthermore, the wide party affiliation that 
comprised the local and district commis-
sion members bordering on the ridiculous 
– in one Kharkiv precinct a Women’s 
Solidarity Party representative served as 
secretary, while in another, the Anarchist 
party representative chaired the local com-
mittee –ensured that myriad interests were 
represented. Commission members fol-
lowed the law painstakingly, even though 
sometime their understanding of the law 
was misapplied. In the past they were hos-
tile to international observers. This time 
they welcomed them.

Attempts to defraud, manipulate and 
influence are inevitable in any election 
where the prize is significant. In Ukraine, 
legislative membership, aside from altru-
ism, carries much personal benefit – 
including but not limited to immunity from 
criminal prosecution. Certainly Ukraine’s 
latest round had its share of such attempts. 
However, the preponderance took place in 
the time up to the elections during the 
campaign phase. 

Unequal access to media is a common 
complaint in democratic societies, and 

Ukraine was certainly worse than Western 
democracies. After all, the ruling party con-
trols and influences the media in Ukraine 
through various channels not limited to 
financial control and intimidation. 

Abuse of administrative resources was 
another troublesome area. Officials in gov-
ernmental control often lavished financial 
benefits upon their society which inured to 
their own personal welfare or that of their 
party colleagues.

However, Election Day was not marred 
by egregious fraud. Sure there were 
attempts to stuff the ballot utilizing the “at 
home” ballot, but in most instances the 
precinct commissions caught on in 
advance. Some unregistered voters 
attempted to procure a ballot and vote, but 
were turned away in most instances. The 
polling precincts were sometimes a little 
too inconspicuous, with entrances on the 
side and no Ukrainian flag. Nevertheless, 
voter participation was a healthy 58 per-
cent, not the typical 90 percent common to 
authoritarian societies, but more than the 
less than 50 percent that has become the 
norm in healthy, but lazy democracies.

Who won and lost is not the issue. 
Certainly Viktor Yanukovych and his party 
together with their allies did not achieve 
what they had hoped. On the other hand, 
the democratic opposition can consider 
this election more than a moral victory. 
Still, much depends on allegiances and the 
non-affiliated deputies whose favor will be 
the subject of improper and outrageous 
bidding. We all know how easily those are 
bought and sold in Ukraine.

The big winner here is Ukrainian 
democracy and the Ukrainian people. 
Surprisingly, many of the other Western 
observers assessed the process in uncer-
tain terms, but falling short of the model. 
We suspect that for people from Chicago or 
even New York, like ourselves, the model is 
not without its own blemishes. Chicago, 
until very recently urged its electorate to 
vote early and often. In New York, the 
model was less outrageous – a mayor, who 
was termed out, simply changed the city’s 
Constitution without referendum and then 
proceeded to buy the electorate with over-
whelming money. Campaign finance 
reform is a reasonable democratic safe-
guard needed not only in Ukraine.

The international community needs to 
look at Ukraine objectively. Sure, Ukraine’s 
president is a thug. But at least in this one 
instance he stepped back and allowed what 
Vladimir Putin and the like would never 
permit. The democratic international com-
munity should continue to monitor 
Ukraine on human rights, and insist on the 
release of opposition leaders. However, fail-
ing to acknowledge that the most recent 
election in Ukraine was substantially free, 
although not entirely fair, compromises the 
West’s credibility.

Free, but not fair
 COMMENTARY

Askold S. Lozynskyj and Adrian I. 
Dlaboha served as international election 
observers from the Ukrainian World 
Congress/Ukrainian Congress Committee of 
America mission.
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by David Marples

With 99.6 percent of the votes counted, 
Ukraine’s election results are very similar 
to those of the exit polls released on 
October 28. In terms of popular vote, the 
Party of Regions leads with 30.03 percent, 
with Batkivshchyna at 25.51 percent, 
UDAR at 13.94 percent, the Communist 
Party of Ukraine at 13.18 percent and 
Svoboda at 10.44 percent. These five par-
ties are the only ones to clear the 5 per-
cent minimum threshold. 

Projected seats in the new Parliament, 
as published in Ukrayinska Pravda on 
November 1 (http://www.pravda.com.
ua), are Regions, 186 (114 in individual 
constituencies); Batkivshchyna, 104 (42); 
independents, 44; UDAR, 40; Svoboda, 37 
(including 12 in individual constituen-
cies); and CPU, 32.

Although there have been reports from 
the Organization for Security and 
Cooperation in Europe and Canadian 
sources of serious electoral violations 
(http://www.interfax.com.ua/eng/press-
conference/123721/), and a statement 
from Yulia Tymoshenko that this was the 
“most unfair election in the history of 
Ukraine” and that she would go on a hun-
ger strike in her prison cell (http://www.
interfax.com.ua/eng/main/124638/ ), 
the results of the seats contested by pro-
portional representation appear to reflect, 
more or less, the views of the voters. 

The same cannot be said of the results 
in single-mandate constituencies where 
Regions won an outright majority. The 
reinstituted dual system, as noted by 
Taras Kuzio, has worked in favor of the 
authorities, just as it did in previous elec-
tions (http://www.jamestown.org/
single/?no_cache=1&tx_ttnews[tt_
news]=40030). In 2002, for example, a 
disastrous showing for President Leonid 
Kuchma’s campaign was offset by the 
accumulation of seats in the single con-
stituencies, thus preventing Our Ukraine 
from winning an outright majority.

Several preliminary comments can be 
made. First, Batkivshchyna did much bet-
ter in the latter part of the campaign at 
which time its vote seemed to be declin-
ing. Correspondingly, support for UDAR 
seemed to fall away as the election 
approached, perhaps because of voters’ 
concern about the relative inexperience of 
its leader, the boxing champion Vitali 
Klitschko. Nevertheless, Mr. Klitschko has 
emerged as a viable opposition leader 
with an excellent showing for a first cam-
paign, but he is concerned about the 
emergence of Svoboda and is unlikely to 
enter any form of coalition or alliance 
with that party. 

Both the Communists on the left and 
Svoboda on the right fared well. Svoboda 
leader Oleh Tiahnybok maintained that 
the Security Service of Ukraine controlled 
the placement of data in the server of the 

Central Election Commission, thereby 
depriving his party of “every third vote” 
(Interfax-Ukraine, October 30). Compared 
to the exit polls, polling for Svoboda was 
down by between 1 and 2.6 percent, but 
still within the margin of error. Still, 
Ukraine now faces the likelihood of an 
even more fractious Parliament in which 
extremist parties have gained a firm foot-
hold.

Over all, it should be possible for the 
Party of Regions to cobble together a 
majority with the assistance of the 
Communists and independent candidates. 
Not surprisingly, given the prevalence of 
state propaganda, Regions performed 
much better in individual constituencies 
than those elected by proportional repre-
sentation. 

In terms of the popular vote, 51.47 per-
cent of those who took part preferred 
non-ruling parties and 43.21 backed the 
Regions or Communists. Though the latter 
party fared better than in the previous 
election, its leader, Petro Symonenko, has 
denounced the election campaign as the 
“dirtiest” in the entire period of Ukraine’s 
independence, citing blackmail, intimida-
tion, and violations of legality in vote 
counting in the Luhansk region in particu-
lar (Interfax Ukraine, October 30).

There can be no room for complacency 
or even satisfaction from the perspective 
of President Viktor Yanukovych and his 
ruling party. Despite the arrests of Ms. 
Tymoshenko last year and former 
Internal Affairs Minister Yurii Lutsenko 
earlier in 2012, the opposition has main-
tained significant support. A prominent 
role is  assured for the interim 
Batkivshchyna leader, Arseniy Yatsenyuk, 
who is frequently dismissed as too intel-
lectual or bookish and lacking in charisma 
(see for example Kuzio at http://www.
jamestown.org/single/?no_cache=1&tx_
ttnews[tt_news]=40030). 

But the question remains when Ms. 
Tymoshenko will be released and will 
take up her role as leader of the opposi-
tion. Moreover, the election has failed to 
convince the Europeans in particular that 
there has been any moderation of recent 
authoritarian trends. Without the release 
of Ms. Tymoshenko and Mr. Lutsenko, 
there is unlikely to be much progress on 
Ukraine’s Association Agreement with the 
European Union.

Above all, with a 58 percent turnout, 
less than 31 percent supported Regions, 
which gained significant victories only in 
the eastern areas, their traditional strong-
hold. In other words, 69 percent backed 
other parties and candidates, and only 18 
percent of those eligible to vote backed 
the Regions. It is hardly an overwhelming 
mandate at a time when the country is 
threatened with a serious economic 
recession. 

In fact one would have to say, given the 
Regions’ overwhelming control of state 
institutions, their enormous financial 
backing and largesse, and their prepon-
derance in the media, their supporters 
can only consider this election a failure. 
They cannot look forward to the next step 
in their consolidation of state power, 
namely the presidential elections of 2015. 
On the other hand, as the example of 
Belarus has demonstrated, it is often very 
hard to remove incumbents once they 
control the machinery of state.

Little to satisfy Party of Regions
by Mykola Riabchuk

The Party of Regions was set to win the 
parliamentary elections for a number of 
reasons. 

First of all, it is not only a party but also 
a powerful political machine that has 
merged almost inseparably with big busi-
ness and the state apparatus. Within the 
past two years, it has established full con-
trol over the judiciary and major mass 
media, adjusted the national Constitution 
and numerous laws for its personal benefit, 
and multiplied its enormous financial 
resources extracted rapaciously from both 
the state budget and shadow economy. 

Inter alia, its leaders re-crafted the elec-
toral playing field to suit their own needs: 
changed the election law, gerrymandered 
the districts, reshuffled election commis-
sions and endorsed a carte-blanche for all 
forms of illegal agitation to their loyalists.

On the other side, the opposition failed 
to endorse single candidates in majority 
districts, which was a crucial task under 
the first-past-the-post system. Still worse, 
they failed to rebrand themselves as a pro-
foundly new political force that had 
deduced proper conclusions from the 
Orange defeat, removed corrupted and 
inefficient leaders, and brought new peo-
ple, ideas and ethos into the political 
domain. 

The demand for new faces in Ukraine’s 
rotten politics is very high, and the spectac-
ular success of newcomers – Vitali 
Klitscho’s UDAR party and the right-wing 
Svoboda party – largely reflects the popular 
need for political forces not connected to 
the establishment and its discredited prac-
tices. The “old” opposition – Yulia 
Tymoshenko’s Batkivshchyna party and 
Arseny Yatsenyuk – ran with traditional 
candidates and slogans that could bring 
them support from the core electorate but 
barely exceeded the 25 percent limit.

In Ukraine, where politics is largely iden-
tity-based and elections are identity-driven, 
the incumbents can also rely on some 25 
percent of the core electorate that would 
always prefer the perceived “lesser evil”: 
“our bad boys” over “theirs.” With some 
extra-legal means, they can always get a 
plurality that could be transformed eventu-
ally, by similar means, into a majority. 

In a purely proportional system, such a 
transformation is more problematic, so, 
predictably, the Party of Regions replaced it 
with a mixed system that ushers national 
deputies to half of the Verkhovna Rada 
from territorial districts on the first-past-
the-post basis.

All the opinion polls predicted the Party 
of Regions would win about 30 percent 
from the party list and many more from the 
single-mandate districts where, in most 
cases, voters are highly vulnerable to brib-
ery and intimidation, and where even 
minor falsifications can be decisive. 

The main problem experts discussed on 
the eve of the elections was not who was 

going to win the contest but how strong 
that victory would be and how solid a 
majority the Party of Regions would be 
able to secure with its notorious sticks and 
carrots.

The October 28 poll largely confirmed 
the experts’ forecasts in the voting for 
party lists. The Party of Regions got 30 per-
cent, the United Opposition, despite Ms. 
Tymoshenko’s imprisonment, 25.5 percent, 
UDAR 14 percent; Communist Party 13.2 
percent; and the far-right Svoboda 10.4 
percent. All these results were fairly close 
to the election-day exit polls, with the only 
exception being in some Donbas districts, 
where the turnout was much higher on 
paper than in reality. 

The pre-election opinion surveys looked 
a bit different, but all the changes can be 
rationally explained. UDAR got less votes 
than predicted, probably because of a low 
turnout of its core youth electorate. And 
the radicals from Svoboda and the 
Communist Party got more than expected 
because they were able to channel a sub-
stantial part of the “protest vote” (“against 
all”) into their pots. (Another explanation 
includes the possible reluctance of some 
surveyed people to openly acknowledge 
their sympathy for radicals.)

In sum, even though the playing field 
was not level and the election campaign 
was heavily manipulated by the authorities, 
the government had a very good chance to 
legitimize the elections as basically free, if 
not fair, and to achieve some alleviation of 
the international isolation imposed upon 
the Ukrainian leadership after last year’s 
imprisonment of Ms. Tymoshenko.

It seems, however, that the government 
missed this opportunity because the 
majority-seat part of the elections did not 
occur as smoothly as the proportional part. 
In at least a dozen districts in which oppo-
sition candidates took an unexpected lead, 
the worst practices of vote-rigging from the 
Kuchma era were applied. In some of them, 
even after a week of counting, the results 
had not been announced. 

In some places, astonished observers 
witnessed the destruction of ballots, distor-
tion of tabulations, forging of protocols, 
attacks by unidentified skinheads on poll-
ing stations, the use of tear gas, and inter-
vention of riot police to confiscate ballot 
boxes, arguably to protect them.

It is still unclear why Ukrainian authori-
ties employed these excessive measures 
(or at least allowed their loyalists to 
employ them) for such a minor and hardly 
needed gain of a dozen more seats in 
Parliament. First of all, because of scarcely 
legal changes to the Ukrainian Constitution 
in 2010, the country became, once again, a 
super-presidential republic, and the role of 
the Verkhovna Rada was effectively mar-
ginalized. And secondly, by all preliminary 
calculations, the Party of Regions could 
easily muster the needed majority through 
an alliance with the Communists and many 
“independents,” so that a dozen national 
deputies from the controversial districts 
were not much needed.

Besides conspiracy theories suggesting 
the “Russian hand” intended to compro-
mise Ukraine internationally, one may look 
for more rational explanations of the 
Ukrainian incumbents’ irrational behavior. 
First, the losers may be acting without the 
authorities’ consent because they invested 
substantial personal funds in the election 

Basic instincts

(Continued on page 17)

 UKRAINE’S PARLIAMENTARY ELECTIONS

Mykola Riabchuk is an author and jour-
nalist from Ukraine, and a leading intellec-
tual who is affiliated with the journal 
Krytyka.

The article above is reprinted from the 
blog “Current Politics in Ukraine” (http://
ukraineanalysis.wordpress.com/) created 
by the Stasiuk Program for the Study of 
Contemporary Ukraine, a program of the 
Canadian Institute of Ukrainian Studies at 
the University of Alberta. 

David R. Marples is Distinguished 
University Professor and director of the 
Stasiuk Program for the Study of 
Contemporary Ukraine.

The article above is reprinted from the 
blog “Current Politics in Ukraine” (http://
ukraineanalysis.wordpress.com/) created 
by the Stasiuk Program, a program of the 
Canadian Institute of Ukrainian Studies at 
the University of Alberta. 



No. 46THE UKRAINIAN WEEKLY      SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 11, 20128

Ihor Hron takes command of Ukrainian American Veterans
by Bernard W. Krawczuk

BOSTON – The 65th annual national 
convention of Ukrainian American 
Veterans Inc. (UAV) was held on September 
21-22, at the Comfort Inn Randolph, near 
Boston. Stephen J. Kostecki, Convention 
Committee chairman and UAV Post 31 
commander, welcomed delegates and 
members to Massachusetts and gave 
details of the events scheduled for the 
duration of this gathering.

The UAV National Executive Board met 
before the convention to discuss last-min-
ute details (the meeting and was open to all 
UAV members). Elections of the new UAV 
National Executive Board officers were 
held on the last day of the convention. 
Edward A. Zetick, past national command-
er (PNC), chaired the nominating commit-
tee that  included past  National 
Commanders, state commanders and post 
commanders who were in attendance.

The following slate of officers was unani-
mously accepted: Ihor Hron, commander; 
William Szozda, vice-commander; Jerry 
Kindrachuk, finance officer and webmaster; 
Mathew Koziak, judge advocate; Stephen 
Kostecki, quartermaster; Marion Bojsiuk, 
chaplain/service officer; Myroslaw Pryjma, 
welfare; Nicholas Skirka, scholarship; 
Edward A. Zetick, historian; Bernard W. 
Krawczuk, PR/publications; and Immediate 
Past National Commander Leonid 
Kondratiuk. Mr. Hron’s nomination of 
Roman Rondiak for the position of national 
adjutant was accepted. 

PNC Anna Krawczuk remains as co-edi-
tor of the UAV Tribune and UAV 
Registration Project coordinator. No chang-
es were made to the UAV National 
Monument Committee with Bishop Daniel 
of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the 
U.S.A., and PNC Koziak, serving as co-chair-
men. The UAV National Ladies Auxiliary 
held its elections as well, and Oksana Koziak 
was re-elected President. 

Brig. Gen. Kondratiuk executed the 
installation of the newly elected officers of 
the UAV National Executive Board and UAV 
National Ladies Auxiliary at the convention 
banquet. 

The 65th UAV National Convention con-
vened at 9 a.m. on Friday, September 21, and 
ended in the afternoon the next day. UAV 
National Commander Kondratiuk led the 
opening ceremony that included a prayer 
offered by UAV National Chaplain/Service 
Officer Bojsiuk. UAV members who departed 
in 2012 were solemnly remembered. 

Financial reports followed acceptance of 
the 64th UAV National Convention minutes.

UAV Nat ional  F inance  Of f icer 
Kindrachuk’s financial report was distrib-
uted. Quartermaster Kostecki, Welfare 
Officer Pryjma and Scholarship Officer 
Skirka, as well as Mrs. Krawchuk, head of 
both the UAV Registration Project and UAV 
National Monument Committee, presented 
their financial and activity reports. All 
financial reports were subject to audits by 
George F. Mutlos and Jerry Nestor, and 
were accepted after Mr. Mutlos’s report and 
recommendations. 

In her report Mrs. Krawczuk pointed out 
that, although the UAV Registration Project 
is open to all Ukrainian American veterans 
who honorably served in the U.S. armed 
forces, it is a requirement for all UAV mem-
bers to register. She reported that the UAV 
National Executive Board allocated funds 
for the publication of “Volume II UAV 
Registration Project Report (2004-2012)” 
that will be released in 2013. The deadline 
for submitting UAV Registrations and/or 
archival material is December 15. Only the 
names of fully documented registrants will 
be published. Family members and friends 
can register their departed loved ones as 
well. For more information readers may 
visit the UAV website, www.uavets.org, and 
click on the Registration Project link or 
e-mail uav.registration@verizon.net. 

Regarding fund-raising for the UAV 
National Monument, Mrs. Krawczuk com-
mented that even though it was a success-
ful year, funds are still short of what is 
needed to start the construction. Donations 
may be made directly to: UAV National 

Monument, P.O. Box 5058, Somerset, NJ 
08875-5058.

Activity reports by UAV officers: 
National Commander Kondratiuk com-
mented that he was honored to serve and 
thanked everyone who served with him 
from 2008, while Vice-Commander Hron’s 
report concerned the UAV membership-at-
large. Judge Advocate Michael Demchuk 
distributed the updated 2011 UAV 
Constitution and By-Laws; Historian Zetick 
reported on the UAV archives; Public 
Relations/Publications Officer Krawczuk 
spoke of the funding of the semiannual 
newsletter, the UAV Tribune; Adjutant and 
UAV National Monument Committee 
Co-Chairman Koziak also reported.

State and post commanders presented 
their activity reports as well. UAV Post 101 
Commander Oleh Cieply announced his 
post’s decision to host the 66th UAV 
national convention in Michigan, which will 
coincide with the post’s 30th anniversary 
in 2013. 

The Resolutions Committee, chaired by 
Mr. Kondratiuk, included Messrs. Hron 
(Post 40, Florida), Koziak (Post 42, 
Pennsylvania) and Michael Matiash (Post 
14, Hartford, Conn.) The proposed resolu-
tions were unanimously accepted. Among 
them were the following, in which the UAV 
resolved: “to raise the awareness of the ser-
vice and achievements of Ukrainian 
American veterans within the Ukrainian 
American community and in the United 
States at large;” “to make a more concerted 
effort to reach out and recruit veterans of 

the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan and all 
other previous conflicts to join the UAV”; 
and “to successfully raise the necessary 
funds to complete the UAV National 
Monument within the next 12 months.

The Membership Committee, chaired by 
Mrs. Krawczuk, included Mr. Rondiak (Post 
40), Steven Wowk (Post 15), Christian 
S h a l ay  ( Po s t  1 0 1 )  a n d  Ro m a n 
Maksimowich (Post 101). Their main con-
cern was to entitle permanently and total-
ly disabled (PTD) members in good stand-
ing for five or more consecutive years to be 
dues exempt if unable to pay, and with all 
the privileges of active members. A motion 
to that effect was passed by the conven-
tion. 

Before the closing ceremony, newly 
elected National Commander Hron 
thanked outgoing Commander Kondratiuk 
and other National Executive Board officers 
for their service. Brig. Gen. Kondratiuk led 
the closing ceremony, and Chaplain Bojsiuk 
offered the closing prayer.

After the first day of deliberations, dele-
gates and friends enjoyed a dinner at Union 
Oyster  House,  “America’s  Oldest 
Restaurant” (established in 1826 in 
Boston), and a Beantown Trolley Tour of 
Boston’s historic sites.

On Saturday evening the gala conven-
tion banquet at Lantana Restaurant was 
well attended by the veterans, their spous-
es and guests. Master of Ceremonies BG 
Leonid Kondratiuk officially opened the 
program by calling for the presentation of 
colors that was followed by American and 
Ukrainian National Anthems performed by 
Peter Koziuk. After the Installation of offi-
cers ceremony, the Rev. Anthony Perkins of 
St. Michael Ukrainian Orthodox Church of 
Woonsocket, R.I., and the Very Rev. Roman 
Tarnavsky of St. Andrew Ukrainian 
Orthodox Church, offered prayers before 
dinner was served. 

Remarks by National Commander Hron 
included the presentation of a UAV coin to 
the outgoing National Commander 
Kondratiuk for his service and dedication 
to the UAV. 

Guest speaker Lt. Col. Frank Sobchak, 
U.S. Army, was accompanied by his wife Lt. 
Col. Iris Sobchak, U.S. Army National Guard. 
Both Sobchaks are graduates of the United 
States Military Academy at West Point. 

His presentation sharing his experiences 
as a Special Forces officer was received 
with great interest. UAV members who 

Bernard W. Krawczuk is the UAV’s nation-
al public relations/publications officer.

Delegates to the Ukrainian American Veterans convention with (seated, from left) Roman Rakowsky, past national commander; 
Leonid Kondratiuk, immediate past national commander; National Commander Ihor Hron; Anna Krawczuk, past national com-

mander; Marion Bojsiuk and Myroslaw Pryjma.

Bernard Krawczuk

The newly elected UAV National Executive Board For 2012-2014 (from left): Leonid Kondratiuk, Anna Krawczuk, Myroslaw 
Pryjma, Mathew Koziak, Bernard Krawczuk, Stephen Kostecki, National Commander Ihor Hron, Nicholas Skirka, Marion 

Bojsiuk, William Szozda and Roman Rondiak. (Continued on page 15)
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by Yaro Bihun
Special to The Ukrainian Weekly

WASHINGTON – “Enthralled” would be 
one way to describe the audience reaction 
to the first concert in the 2012-2013 
Washington Group Cultural Fund Music 
Series on October 14 at the historic Lyceum 
in Alexandria, Va. The audience wouldn’t 
let violinists Zino Bogachek and Igor 
Veligan and pianist Natsuki Fukasawa con-
clude the concert without an encore and 
continued their exaltation of the musicians’ 
performance and the interesting composi-
tions they selected for the program long 
thereafter during the reception that fol-
lowed.

“The program was varied, interesting 
and very enjoyable,” Laryssa Courtney 
commented. She was especially moved by 
Myroslav Skoryk’s Sonata No. 2 for violin 
and piano. It was the highlight of the con-
cert, she said, “masterfully performed” by 
Mr. Veligan and Ms. Fukasawa. “Dissonant 
passages were interspersed with melodic 
phrases that emerged like rays of sunshine 

breaking through stormy clouds.”
Ms. Courtney founded the TWG Cultural 

Fund in 1994, launching the annual concert 
series that same year, and served as its 
director for the first ten years. 

Skoryk’s piece ended the first half of the 
concert, which began with Mozart’s Sonata 
for violin and piano KV379, with Mr. 
Bogachek as the violinist, and continued 
with another contemporary Ukrainian 
composer, Arthur Mykytka’s modernistic 
Divertimento for two violins.

The second half of the program opened 
with Czech composer Bohuslav Martinu 
(1890-1959) – his Sonatina for two violins 
and piano – and concluded with Polish 
Composer Moritz Moszkowski’s Suite for 
two violins and piano, Op. 71 – two more 
moving pieces that brought the audience to 
its feet with prolonged applause, demand-
ing an encore, which came in the form of 
Alberto Bachmann’s “Habanera.” 

Since 1999 Mr. Bogachek has been the 
principal  f irst  violinist  with the 
Washington Kennedy Center National 
Opera Orchestra. Two weeks after his per-

formance at the Lyceum, he led that 
orchestra’s ensemble in the performance of 
Franz Schubert’s Octet in F Major at the 
Kennedy Center’s Millennium Stage Oct. 
27. (This concert can viewed on the cen-

Zino Bogachek, Igor Veligan and Natsuki Fukasawa captivate the audience with Moritz 
Moszkowski’s Suite for two violins and piano as they conclude the first concert in The 

Washington Group Cultural Fund’s 2012-2013 Music Series.

Yaro Bihun

Washington Group Cultural Fund kicks off 2012-2013 music series

ter’s website: http://www.kennedy-center.
org/programs/millennium/archive.html.)

The 2012-2013 TWG Cultural Fund 
Music Series, now under the directorship of 
Svitlana Shiells, will continue on November 
11 with “Gerdan – Kaleidoscope of World 
Music,” featuring an ensemble violinist/
vocalist Solomia Gorokhivska, flutist Andrei 
Pidkivka, guitarist Richard Miller and bass-
ist/vocalist Branislav Brinarsky.

Composer and pianist Mr. Skoryk will 
begin the series in 2013 at a date yet to be 
determined, and composer/pianist 
Bohdana Filts and violinist Ivanna Husar 
will conclude the series on March 24.

OTTAWA – At a meeting in Ottawa, the 
nation’s capital, Actor/Film Maker Ryan 
Boyko appealed to the executive of the 
Ukrainian Canadian Civil Liberties 
Foundation (UCCLF) for support of a new 
Feature Film about Canada’s First 
National Internment operations of 1914-
1920. 

The film “Enemy Aliens” is a fictional 
account that takes historical events from 
24 internment camps and the culture of 
hysteria at the time and weaves them into 
a fantastic tale of adventure, betrayal, love, 
injustice, hope and a struggle for survival 
against all odds. 

In particular, “Enemy Aliens” tells the 
story of two brothers who leave Ukraine 
in 1913 for the promise of a better life in 
Canada, only to be swept up in the politics 
of the War Measures Act under which 
they are deemed “enemy aliens.” One 
alarming turn after another shapes an 
epic adventure that changes lives forever. 

The members of UCCLF in attendance 
voted unanimously in favor of supporting 
the project. UCCLF contributed the sum of 
$25,000 toward the feature film. Further 
to their donation, UCCLF’s members took 
an extra step by earmarking “Enemy 
Aliens” as one of its supported projects. 
Donations to “Enemy Aliens” can now be 
made directly to UCCLF, a not-for-profit 
organization that will issue tax receipts 
for donations. 

This project has also received support 
from the Canadian First World War 
Internment Recognition Fund (www.
internmentcanada.ca). 

For more information on the Ukrainian 
Canadian Civil Liberties Foundation, read-
ers may visit the website www.ucclf.ca. 

UCCLF supports
“Enemy Aliens” 
feature film
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by Tamara Stadnychenko Cornelison

PHILADELPHIA – In November of 2011, 
the Ukrainian National Museum of Chicago 
opened an exhibition focusing on the expe-
rience of post-World War II Ukrainian refu-
gees in Europe. The exhibit, which ran from 
the beginning of November through 
January of the following year, was a mas-
sive undertaking supported by an army of 
historians, professional curators, volun-
teers and countless individuals who gener-
ously donated or loaned archival docu-
ments, photographs, artwork, journals, and 
other relics and heirlooms of those times to 
this worthy and long overdue endeavor. 

The end result was an exhibition that 
united under one roof an elaborate and 
extensive presentation about an incredible 
episode in the history of the Ukrainian peo-
ple who were to become part of the far-
flung Ukrainian diaspora. 

The Chicago exhibition was a concrete 
and organized presentation of this incredi-
ble era, but it was certainly not the first 
time that such photographs, memories and 
mementos had been brought out, dusted 
off, and shared – although this was usually 
done in an informal context with family 
and friends, often with compatriots who 
had shared the same wartime and camp 
experiences. And it was precisely within 
such a contextual framework that the 
Philadelphia DP exhibit had its roots.

The idea first emerged during a conver-
sation between a brother and sister home-
ward bound from a reunion of Regesnberg 
DPs. During this conversation, the brother 
wistfully observed that the number of 
those attending the periodic reunion was 
dwindling – old friends were passing away 
or were simply no longer able to travel long 
distances – and this attrition would all too 
soon end the reunions and thus close a 
chapter of history that had, for the most 
part, remained the exclusive province of 
the DPs themselves. This chapter, rarely 
shared with others and generally unknown 
to people living beyond the borders of 
Ukrainian diaspora communities, might be 
lost forever.

An idea is born 

The brother, Bohdan Malaniak, flew 
back to his home in California; his sister, 
Nadia Oransky, continued to mull over his 
observations and soon decided to tackle 
the problem on a small scale: an exhibit 
focusing on the DP camp in Regensburg. 
Several conversations with others on this 
idea led to a new idea. Philadelphia DPs, 
after all, had lived in many camps strewn 
across the landscape of Germany and 
Austria, camps lying in administrative dis-
tricts or zones of those who had defeated 
the Third Reich: the United States, Great 
Britain, the Soviet Union.

The initial modest idea of an exhibition 
about one camp rapidly and enthusiastically 
expanded into an exhibition about all the 
camps. A provisional committee was 
formed to discuss how all this was to evolve 
and a consensus was soon reached that 
there was little to be gained by reinventing 
the wheel – Chicago was in the process of 
completing its work and its exhibit compo-
nents, had already published a handsome 
commemorative book on the Ukrainian 
DPs, and might be amenable to a collabora-
tive venture with Philadelphia DPs. 

Subsequent conversations with repre-
sentatives of the Ukrainian National 
Museum of Chicago were fruitful; so were 
conversations with the president and board 
of directors of Philadelphia’s Ukrainian 
Educational and Cultural Center (UECC), 
where the exhibit was to be featured. 
Chicago agreed to loan some of its exhibi-
tion components to Philadelphia, and the 
UECC confirmed that the committee’s space 
requirements could be accommodated. 

A working committee was created: The 
Committee of Archives of Ukrainian 
Refugee and Displaced Persons Camps 
after WWII, which would work closely with 
the Ukrainian National Museum of Chicago, 
and the UECC in Jenkintown, Pa., to achieve 
a universally desired end. 

Bohdan Gol was selected president; 
Borys Zacharczuk (former president of the 
UECC) agreed to serve as vice-president. 
Other committee members were Irena 
Stercho (recording secretary); Victoria 
Vakulowsky (corresponding secretary); 
Bohdan Malaniak, Yaroslav Lyktey, Bohdan 
Todoriw, and Jaroslaw Rozumny (press 
secretaries); Slava Bilas (treasurer); 
Marianna Vakulowsky (photographs and 
documents); Nadia Oransky and the late 
Daria Shust (theater); Anne Hawryluk 
(exhibit); and Daria Fedoriw, Petro Kluk 
and Wolodomyr Kolubinskyj (members at 
large). In addition, several individuals vol-
unteered to serve as camp representatives 
and to coordinate information and materi-
als pertaining to their respective camps.

Ready for launch

After many months of intensive labor 
and maneuvering through logistical chal-
lenges, the exhibition was ready to be 
launched. Scheduled to run from October 5 

through October 12, it would include a for-
mal opening, items on loan from Chicago, 
a r c h i v a l  i t e m s  a c q u i r e d  f r o m 
Philadelphia’s displaced persons commu-
nity or their families, video presentations 
of several camps and a theatrical perfor-
mance on DP camp life. 

The exhibit opening and reception held 
October 5 were attended by approximately 
100 people, many of whom had lived in 
the the camps or were born in DP camps 
and had settled in Philadelphia; a few visi-
tors from Connecticut, Florida and 
Delaware also attended, drawn by their 
own experiences and by historical curiosi-
ty. Anne Hawryluk welcomed guests and 
offered opening remarks. She briefly 
explained the evolution of the exhibit and 

read a letter from Jaroslaw Hankewych, 
president of the Ukrainian National 
Museum of Chicago board of directors, 
who expressed his personal best wishes 
on the success of the Philadelphia exhibi-
tion. 

Ms. Hawryluk then introduced long-
time editor of the Philadelphia-based 
America newspaper Osyp Roshka, who 
provided a detailed description of the 
camps, their structure and their occu-
pants, analogizing the camps as “Ukrainian 
Camp Republics,” each with its own set of 
movers, shakers and functionaries. Citing 
material from the archives of UNM 
Chicago, the United Ukrainian American 
Relief Committee (UUARC), and the United 
Nations Relief and Rehabilitation 
Administration (UNRRA), Mr. Roshka pre-
sented a demographic breakdown of camp 
inmates, which included Ukrainian stu-
dents who had been stranded in Germany 
and Austria during the war, forced labor-
ers transported to the Reich from occupied 

territories, members of the Ukrainian 
Insurgent Army (UPA), people fleeing the 
Red Army and Soviet incursions, and oth-
ers. 

The camps in the American zone, Mr. 
Roshka noted, were home to many profes-
sionals (physicians, engineers, teachers, 
artists, theologians, writers); in contrast, 
those in the English zone camps were 
mostly farmers and tradespeople. Life in all 
of the camps included religion (various 
denominations) and education at all levels; 
the Ukrainian Free University, for example, 
was very active and boasted 80 instructors.

Mr. Roshka fleshed out his statistical 
information by mentioning camp inmates 
such as Stephen Sulyk, who decades later 
was to become metropolitan of the 
Ukrainian Catholic Church in the U.S., and 
author Vasyl Barka, who was later to write 
“The Yellow Prince,” an account of the 
Ukrainian Famine-Genocide. In closing, Mr. 
Roshka noted that access to information 
about individual camps varied – much was 
available about some, next to nothing 
about others. 

Program of song and prose

The program continued with music. 
Popular camp-era songs were performed 
by Halyna Bodnar and Yulia Stupin. 
Melancholy and sentimental, these songs 
evoked a sense of longing, an inadvertent 
critique of the drudgery and hardship of 
camp life. 

Injecting a much lighter note into the 
program, Ivan Prasko read “Sobornyi 
Borshch” (Pan-Ukrainian Borshch), a 1960 
work by Mykola Ponedilok, which 
describes in lurid and ludicrous detail a 
borshch war arising between two cooks 
from different regions of Ukraine. Witty 
and amusing, the piece hints broadly at the 
political, linguistic, generational and social 
differences that were part of the fabric and 
friction of living in close quarters with 
arguably strange strangers. 

Katrya Oransky-Petyk rounded out the 
musical segment of the program with a 
number of songs. Accompanied by pianist 
Irena Zwarych, she began with the slow 
and sentimental “Ne Lamai Kalynu,” then 
shifted pace and beat to a sprightly 

Aschaffenburg
Augsburg
Bayreuth
Berchstengaten
Bregenz
Dillingen
Ellwangen 
Gottingen 

Hamburg 
Hannover 
Heidelberg 
Heidenau
Ingolstadt
Innsbruck
Judenburg 

Kornberg 
Landeck 
Landshut 
Lubeck
Mannheim
Mittenwald 
Neubayern 
New/Old Ulm 

Pfarrkirchen  
Regensburg 
Salzburg 
Schweinfurt 
Traunstein  
Wurtenburg 
Zufenhausen

DISPLACED PERSONS CAMPS  
IN AUSTRIA AND GERMANY

(Continued on page 14)

Tamara Stadnychenko Cornelison, born 
in Jager Kaserne, Mittenwald, was a dis-
placed person and is proud of it.

Former Regensburg DPs sharing memories.
Katrya Oransky-Petyk

Photo and archival exhibit of DP camps in Germany and Austria:
The Philadelphia story
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NATO chief cites “a step backwards”

KYIV – NATO Secretary General Anders 
Fogh Rasmussen has said he is confident 
that Ukraine deserves strong democratic 
institutions, but the parliamentary elec-
tions did not advance the country on this 
road. Speaking at a monthly press confer-
ence in Brussels on November 5, he said, “I 
think that Ukraine deserves strong demo-
cratic institutions and a political system 
that respects the rule of law. And these 
elections did not advance those courses.” 
When asked about his position on scandal-
ous situations at some constituencies 
where the counting of votes and the 
announcement of election results are being 
delayed, the NATO secretary general noted 
that he is “very concerned about the situa-
tion in Ukraine.” He noted, “It’s clear that 
the parliamentary elections constituted a 
step backwards for Ukrainian democracy. 
And I share the concern expressed by the 
international election observation mission 
in its preliminary findings regarding the 
conduct of the elections in Ukraine.” Mr. 
Rasmussen also noted that NATO stands 
ready to further assist Ukraine in its 
reforms. (Ukrinform)

Rada suggests some repeat elections

KYIV – The Verkhovna Rada on 
November 6 passed a resolution recom-
mending that the Central Election 
Commission (CEC) call a repeat election in 
five single-mandate constituencies. A total 
of 268 national deputies voted in favor of 
the resolution, which recommends a re-
vote in the election districts No. 94, 132, 
194, 197 and 223. Election authorities on 
November 5, recognized the impossibility 
of announcing the parliamentary election 
returns in those five disputed single-man-
date districts. (Ukrinform)

Opposition leaders call for protests

KYIV – According to November 6 news 
reports, the leader of the United 
Opposition, Arseniy Yatsenyuk, has urged 
protesters in front of the Central Election 
Commission’s building not to stop the rally 
and to defend the election results. “I urge 
you to stay near the Central Election 
Commission to defend the election results,” 
noted Mr. Yatsenyuk, saying that the oppo-
sition is preparing to sue the election 
authorities for their decision on the disput-
ed districts. UDAR Party leader Vitali 
Klitschko, in turn, urged the protesters to 
gather for a new rally. “I urge you to get 
together with your families and friends at 
18.00 [6 p.m.] in order to defend the 
returns of the elections,” he said. Oleh 
Tiahnybok, the leader of Svoboda Party, 
thanked all those who are defending the 
real results of the elections to the 
Verkhovna Rada. “People are here not for 
the food packages and money, but for the 
values of democracy,” he stressed. As 
reported, peace and order in Lesia 
Ukrainka Square, where the opposition is 
rallying, is maintained by reinforced police 
units. There are 15 buses with Berkut spe-
cial forces. (Ukrinform)

Gryshchenko cites flaws in legislation

KYIV – The difficult situation with the 
counting of votes, which occurred in some 
single-mandate constituencies, is the result 
of the restoration of a mixed electoral sys-
tem in Ukraine and this demonstrated the 
flaws of the new electoral law, said 
Ukraine’s Foreign Affairs Minister 
Kostyantyn Gryshchenko, according to 
November 6 news reports. “The current sit-
uation in a number of constituencies 
showed the bottlenecks of the new legisla-

tion and its application, which will be ana-
lyzed in detail and will be the basis for the 
further improvement of the electoral sys-
tem in the country,” he said in a statement 
released to the press. Mr. Gryshchenko also 
said that the restoration of a mixed elector-
al system last year had been supported by 
two-thirds of national deputies, including 
by representatives of all opposition fac-
tions. He added that the ongoing disputes 
between candidates were about election 
results in less than 5 percent of single-seat 
election districts. “The situation is current-
ly close to being resolved. In the remaining 
95 percent the results have been deter-
mined, and this causes no disputes,” the 
minister said. (Ukrinform)

Expert says elections could be voided

KYIV – The current domestic situation 
dramatically increases the chance Ukraine’s 
election results will be declared null and 
void by the West, said the head of the Penta 
Center for Applied Political Studies, 
Volodymyr Fesenko, according to 
November 6 news reports. “In fact, what is 
happening now in disputed districts dra-
matically increases the likelihood of non-
recognition of the elections by the interna-
tional community,” said the analyst. He said 
that the crisis could also reach the capital of 
Ukraine. “If the situation is not solved in dis-
puted districts, the crisis will inevitably 
spread to Kyiv and the Verkhovna Rada 
itself. There is such a possibility, when peo-
ple from across Ukraine will start heading 
for the capital,” said Mr. Fesenko. At the 
same time, the political scientist focused 
attention on the need to search for a con-
structive dialogue between the government 
and the opposition. “It’s dangerous for the 
authorities, first of all. If even such a moder-
ate solution to the matter as a repeat elec-
tion is not found, then the opposition will be 
forced to find a more radical option,” Mr. 
Fesenko underscored. (Ukrinform)

Rada commission to probe fraud

KYIV – The Verkhovna Rada has set up an 
interim commission to investigate election 
rigging in some single-mandate constituen-
cies. The proposal, introduced by Verkhovna 
Rada Chairman Volodymyr Lytvyn, received 
232 votes in favor. The measure suggests 
that chairmen of parliamentary factions and 
groups delegate their representatives to the 
ad hoc commission by November 7. The 
Parliament also recommended that the 
Procurator General’s Office check the legali-
ty of involvement of law enforcement agen-
cies to maintain law and order in the indi-
vidual precinct and district election com-
missions on election day and during the tab-
ulation process. In turn, the High Council of 
Justice and the High Qualification 
Commission of Judges of Ukraine must veri-
fy compliance with their oaths by the judges 
who made decisions related to the count of 
votes in single-mandate districts. The 
Parliament is to hear a preliminary report 
by the Procurator General’s Office, the High 
Council of Justice and the High Qualification 
Commission of Judges of Ukraine by 
November 9. (Ukrinform)

Azarov: no funds for re-vote

KYIV – Ukraine has no money for a re-
vote, and taking resources from salaries 
and pensions is inadmissible under the cir-
cumstances, Prime Minister Mykola Azarov 
said on November 6, commenting on the 
opposition’s intention to refuse parliamen-
tary seats and demand a re-vote. The head 
of government emphasized that Ukraine 
has held transparent, democratic elections, 
a new Parliament has been elected, and it 
has to work. “This Parliament in certain 
terms will work, and the country has no 
money for all sorts of absurd ideas. I would 
like everyone to understand that the situa-
tion in the country and the world does not 

allow us to divert funds from pensions, sal-
aries, needed public projects for various 
fantastic ideas. This is my official position,” 
said Mr. Azarov. He added that the mem-
bers of the opposition “do not think that a 
re-vote in the country means billions of 
hryvni. They promised to work construc-
tively, and how can they work constructive-
ly if we hear again calls for destabilization, 
calls for the Maidan?” Mr. Azarov noted that 
the time of slogans has passed and it is 
time to negotiate. “The situation is difficult. 
I extend my hand to you, I expect your sug-
gestions, I am ready to discuss with you. 
And what is the answer? Rallies again? 
Whom we are fighting for?” (Ukrinform) 

Opposition urged not to appear in Rada 

KYIV – Verkhovna Rada Vice-Chairman 
Mykola Tomenko will call on the Yulia 
Tymoshenko Bloc-Batkivshchyna faction 
“not to appear at the Verkhovna Rada as 
long as the votes are not counted in the 
troubled constituencies.” He said this on 
November 1 at the campaign headquarters 
of the United Opposition. “As long as it is 
not decided in each district to recount the 
votes and hold a total verification of what 
was put on the CEC database with the 
records the opposition has, there is no rea-
son to go to the Verkhovna Rada. I will sug-
gest not taking part in this performance, 
because then it would mean that we have 
recognized the election returns,” Mr. 
Tomenko said. He said this is the condition 
the opposition puts forward before the 
president and the Central Election 
Commission. At the time of his remarks, 
problems remained in the counting of 
votes in over 20 constituencies. National 
Deputy Anatoliy Grytsenko made a similar 
proposal that the opposition refrain from 
participating in the Verkhovna Rada in a 
November 4 blog on his personal website. 
“I have just proposed Arseniy Yatsenyuk as 
chairman of the board of the United 
Opposition Batkivshchyna to immediately 
convene Batkivshchyna’s congress to reset 
both the party list, and the list of single-
seat candidates,” Mr. Grytsenko said. 
(Ukrinform)

Tymoshenko continues hunger strike

KYIV – Despite calls by her fellow oppo-
sition members, Batkivshchyna leader 
Yulia Tymoshenko has refused to stop the 
hunger strike she started at the 
Ukrzaliznytsia hospital, where she is 
undergoing treatment. United Opposition 
leaders, Arseniy Yatsenyuk, Oleksander 
Turchynov and Hryhoriy Nemyria, report-
ed this on November 2 at a briefing after 
visiting Ms. Tymoshenko, “Of course, we 
talked with Tymoshenko about the dangers 
of a hunger strike, because her health is 
necessary for the party and the country... 
But Tymoshenko, as she told us, will con-
tinue the strike as long as there is no 
assessment of the elections at least by the 
Ukrainian society,” Mr. Turchynov noted.

Ms. Tymoshenko began her hunger 
strike on October 29 to protest the unfair 
elections. (Ukrinform)

CPU will not be in coalition with PRU

KYIV – Communist Party of Ukraine 
(CPU) leader Petro Symonenko said that 
his party will not join a coalition with the 
Party of Regions of Ukraine (PRU) in the 
new Verkhovna Rada. Speaking at a press 
conference on October 30, he said, “The 
Communist Party will act as an indepen-
dent political structure... The faction will 
vote exclusively based on the CPU’s princi-
pal program provisions.” He stressed that 
statements of the Party of Regions about a 
coalition with the Communists are aimed 
at discrediting the CPU. Mr. Symonenko 
also noted that the Constitution of Ukraine 
does envisage formation of a coalition in 
the Rada, and the laws are adopted by a 
majority of votes. “If a proposal, which as a 

draft law, is aimed at a solution of concrete 
issues and we will see an interest in this for 
our electors, we will always vote,” the CPU 
leader said. (Ukrinform)

Melnychenko released on 76,500 hrv bail

KYIV – Mykola Melnychenko, former 
major of the State Guard Department of 
Ukraine, was released from custody on bail 
of UAH 76,500 hrv. The Shevchenkivsky 
District Court of Kyiv made the decision on 
October 26, taking into account Mr. 
Melnychenko’s voluntary return to 
Ukraine. The court obliged him not to leave 
his place of residence without the permis-
sion of investigators. The prosecution 
insisted on the former major’s arrest. An 
investigator of the Security Service of 
Ukraine (SBU) said that Mr. Melnychenko 
had been on the international wanted list 
and that, upon return to Ukraine, “he 
showed reluctance to testify in a criminal 
case in which he is a defendant.” At the 
same time, the defense team asked the 
court to release Mr. Melnychenko on bail. 
Mr. Melnychenko told the court that he had 
voluntarily returned to Ukraine in order to 
fulfill all of the necessary investigative mea-
sures. “I did not break the law, and I’m 
ready to answer for each of my steps,” he 
said. Earlier, the former major also con-
firmed his readiness to testify in a case on 
the killing of Yevhen Shcherban, a 
Ukrainian national deputy and business-
man. Mr. Melnychenko was arrested at 
Kyiv’s Boryspil International Airport on 
October 24 upon arrival from New York. 
Before the court session, he was held in the 
pre-trial detention center of the SBU. Mr. 
Melnychenko was charged by the SBU 
based on three articles of the Criminal 
Code of Ukraine: Part 2, Article 328 (disclo-
sure of state secrets), Part 1, Article 358 
(forgery) and Part 3, Article 365 (abuse of 
office). (Ukrinform)

UOC-MP told to dismantle chapel

KYIV – The State Architectural-
Construction Inspection issued an instruc-
tion in late August on the illegal encasing of 
the foundation of the Church of the Tithes 
(Desiatynna) via construction of a chapel 
belonging to the Ukrainian Orthodox 
Church – Moscow Patriarchate (UOC-MP). 
According to the document, the developer 
was to take appropriate steps to respond to 
the order, the newspaper Dzerkalo Tyzhnia 
reported. “The developer must take appro-
priate steps to respond to the order within 
10 days,” said a representative of the Kyiv 
City State Administration. On August 27, 
the head of  the Kyiv City State 
Administration, Oleksander Popov, stated 
that work on encasing the foundation of 
the Church of the Tithes is illegal. He noted 
that he does not know whether such an 
instruction was issued to the developer as 
of that moment. At the end of 2011, Mr. 
Popov stated that nothing would be built 
on the foundation of the Church of the 
Tithes. The chapel illegally constructed 
there belongs to the community of the 
Birth of the Holy Virgin of the Tithe 
Monastery of the UOC-MP. (Religious 
Information Service of Ukraine) 

50 percent regularly use Internet

KYIV – The number of Internet users in 
Ukraine is growing rapidly and has reached 
50 percent. Two years ago the figure was 
only 33 percent. Today, 19.7 million 
Ukrainians age 15 years and up are regular 
Internet users; 13.3 million people log on 
to the global network every day. This is 
according to a survey conducted in October 
by the company InMind on the order of the 
Internet Association of Ukraine, zn.ua 
reported. “Over the past two years, the 
number of regular users has increased by 
1.5 times – from 33 percent in the third 

(Continued on page 13)
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quarter of 2010 to 50 percent in the third 
quarter of 2012,” it was reported on 
October 23. Most Internet users are age 
15-29 years (43 percent), while those age 
30-44 years make 35 percent, those age 45 
years and older are 23 percent. The 
Internet is nearly equally enjoyed by both 
men (51 percent) and women (49 percent). 
(Ukrinform)

Ukraine remains 10th major steel maker

KYIV – Based on the results of metallur-
gical enterprises’ operation in September, 
Ukraine cut steel production by 8.3 percent 
compared to September 2011, and by 5.4 
percent in the first nine months of the year, 
while maintaining 10th place in the rank-
ing of 62 countries that are the main global 
manufacturers of this product, according to 
the World Steel Association (WSA). 
Ukrainian Business Resource reported on 
October 23 that, as of late September, the 
top 10 countries by steel output are: China 
(57.950 million tons – an increase of 0.6 
percent), Japan (8.798 million tons – a 
decline of 1 percent), the United States 
(7.015 million tons – a decline of 3 per-
cent), Russia (6.234 million tons – an 
increase of 15.1 percent), India (6.155 mil-
lion tons – an increase of 5.6 percent), 
South Korea (5.602 million tons – an 
increase of 1.8 percent), Germany (3.563 
million tons – a decline of 2.2 percent), 
Turkey (3.052 million tons – an increase of 
1.9 percent), Brazil (2.848 million tons – a 
decline of 0.4 percent) and Ukraine (2.708 
million tons – a decline of 8.3 percent). The 
growth in steel production in September 
this year, when compared to the like period 
last year, was recorded in a half of the top 
10 countries, except for Japan, the U.S., 

Germany, Brazil and Ukraine. In general, in 
September of this year 62 countries pro-
duced 123.637 million tons of steel, which 
is 0.01 percent more than in September 
last year. As previously reported, in July 
and August, Ukraine ranked 10th in the 
WSA ranking. In 2011, Ukraine ranked 
eighth, having increased steel production 
by 5.7 percent compared with 2010 up to 
35.332 million tons. (Ukrinform)

Ukraine to be on mercantile exchange

KYIV – The Ministry of Agriculture and 
Food in the near future plans to register 
futures for sunflower oil and seeds, as well 
as corn on the Chicago Mercantile 
Exchange (CME), Minister Mykola 
Prysiazhniuk said at the third Ukrainian 
Grain Congress in Kyiv on October 16. “We 
need to pass a number of bills that we have 
a full exchange trade in our grain group. It 
is important for us that, except for wheat, 
in the near future we register futures for 
sunflower oil, corn and sunflower seeds,” 
said the official. The Ukrainian Grain 
Congress in Kyiv opened on World Food 
Day, October 16. The meeting was attended 
by over 220 delegates from 19 countries, 
including representatives of leading inter-
national and Ukrainian agricultural compa-
nies, governmental and non-governmental 
agencies, finance institutions and consult-
ing agencies, scientific institutions. The 
main themes of the congress were fore-
casts of developments in the world and the 
Black Sea grain markets, macroeconomics 
and the grain market, the development of 
the agricultural sector of Ukraine through 
the development of the domestic market, 
the impact of a free trade area with the 
European Union on the development of the 
Ukrainian agricultural market, as well as 
agricultural business experience in the 
state of Iowa, as regards grain, biofuels, 
meat and cattle. (Ukrinform)

(Continued from page 12)
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ROMAN MELNYK
July 5, 1941 - October 3, 2012

It is with great sadness that we 
announce the passing of Roman 

Peter Melnyk following an 
unexpected and brief struggle 

      with cancer. 
Roman Melnyk was a lawyer and former television 

executive. He held a number of senior positions in 
broadcasting in Canada, as TV Network Programming Director with the 
Canadian Broadcasting Corporation (CBC) and later as Vice President of 
Business Affairs with CTV television. Roman was appointed the first Director 
of Independent Production at the CBC and played a major role in the 
development of the independent production industry in Canada.

Roman believed firmly in the need for involvement and commitment 
to one’s community and was a volunteer for the Ukrainian Canadian 
Congress (UCC) National organization as well as the UCC Toronto Branch. 
He served for many years on the Board of the St. Demetrius Development 
Corporation, including four years as its Chair. He was a founding director 
of the Ukrainian Catholic Education Foundation and served on the 
Boards of the Independent Production Fund, the Canadian Race Relations 
Foundation, The National Catholic Broadcasting Council, and the 
International Media Centre in Kyiv, Ukraine. Roman was a lifelong member 
and supporter of Plast Ukrainian Youth Association.

His funeral was held on October 9, 2012 at St. Demetrius Ukrainian 
Catholic Church in Toronto with internment at Park Lawn Cemetery.

In lieu of flowers, donations may be made to the Ukrainian Catholic 
Education Foundation (ucef.org/support-us), where a scholarship in 
Journalism Studies will be established in his name at the Ukrainian 
Catholic University in Lviv, Ukraine.

Roman will be greatly missed by his loving family:
His wife   Tania
daughter  Marichka Melnyk and husband Matt Kantor
daughter  Melanie Melnyk and husband John Stetic
grandchildren  Vasylko and Katya Stetic
mother   Bronyslava
brother   Andrew and wife Chrystyna and their sons Mark  
        and Roman, together with their families
sister-in-law   Dana Boyko and her husband Roman Pendzey

May His Memory be Eternal

Ukrainian Medical Association of 
North America (UMANA)

With great sadness we announce to our members
the death October 17, 2012 of

Orest Hawryluk, MD
(1931-2012)

Longtime member and treasurer 
of UMANA Pennsylvania Branch 

The Directors express their sincere 
condolences to the family.

Board of Directors UMANA
Officers UMANA Pennsylvania Branch

324

   Kateryna Petriv 
             (Iwaszczenko)

passed away Sunday morning, November 4th, at her home in 
Somerville, Massachusetts, with her two sons by her side. She was the 
beloved wife of the late Svjatoslav Petriv, the devoted mother of Vsevolod 
and Yuri Petriv and the loving sister of Oksana Iwaszczenko of Malden, 
Massachusetts. She will be missed by many relatives, including Eng. 
Jaroslav and Maria Skrypczuk, Col. Oleh and Stasia Skrypczuk, and the 
Senyk family in the US, and the Vinohradski, Bodnar and Dobychyna 
families in Ukraine, as well as the many friends and people whose lives 
she has touched, always in a positive way.

For many years she was an active member of PLAST, both in Europe 
and in the US. She also devotedly participated in Church life. Notably in 
Cleveland, Ohio, where her father, o. Semen Iwaszczenko served as pastor 
of St. Andrew Ukrainian Orthodox Church, and in Boston, were among 
her many contributions to the community’s life she taught at the Ridna 
Shkola then sponsored by St. Andrew Ukrainian Orthodox Church of 
Boston. Recently she has been working with a committee compiling and 
preparing to publish a book capturing the life experiences of Ukrainian 
émigrés who spent time in the displaced persons camp Somme Kaserne. 

Funeral from the Brady & Fallon Funeral home, 10 Tower St., Jamaica 
Plain, Massachusetts, November 9th at 9 a.m., followed by a requiem 
service in St. Andrew Ukrainian Orthodox Church, 24 Orchardhill Rd., 
Jamaica Plain, at 10 a.m. Visitations at the funeral home November 8, 
from 6-8 p.m. Panahyda (blessing) at 7 p.m. Interment Friday, November 
9, at St. Andrew Ukrainian Cemetery, South Bound Brook, New Jersey. 
Relatives and friends are invited. In lieu of flowers, donations can be made 
to St. Andrew Ukrainian Orthodox Church, 24 Orchardhill Rd., Jamaica 
Plain, MA 02130.
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PROFESSIONALSSERVICES SERVICES SERVICES

Run your advertisement here,  in The Ukrainian Weekly’s CLASSIFIEDS section.

HELP WANTED

We are seeking a babysitter 
for our 3 year old son in Bayside, NY.  
Must speak Ukrainian fluently. Preferably  
owns a car. Two days per week - Wednes-
day and Thursday. No. of days to increase 
in December. Tel. 646-763-0045.

MERCHANDISE

I wish to purchase 
paintings 

of old Ukrainian artists for my 
private collection. 

Payment by arrangament.
Tel.: 312-206-8476

Mykhail

TO PLACE YOUR AD CALL Walter Honcharyk (973) 292-9800 x3040
or e-mail adukr@optonline.net

“Chervona Ruta.” The final selection in her 
repertoire was “Pry Vatri,” the beloved bon-
fire song of the Ukrainian scouting organi-
zation Plast, which was first sung at the 
Plast jamboree held in Regensburg in 1947. 
Many in the audience joined hands and 
swayed to the hauntingly beautiful words 
and melody, some singing along. 

The program closed with brief remarks 
from UECC President Borys Pawluk, who 
thanked presenters and noted that the 
exhibit was a valuable teaching instrument 
that he hoped many children would see. 
Guests partook of canapés, pastries and 
beverages and then began viewing the 
exhibit itself, which occupied both rooms of 
the UECC’s Alexander Chernyk Gallery.

Informative exhibit

Featured in the main gallery, was a 
series of informative panel-tableaux detail-
ing the breadth and depth of life in the 
camps. These panels, on loan from the 
Ukrainian National Museum of Chicago, 
profiled the camp experience as a life filled 
with theater, sports, publications, religion, 
youth organizations, education and arts, 
punctuated by the necessary evils of 
bureaucracy and the grim realities of slave 
labor and repatriation. The panels also pre-
sented information about practical issues, 
such as health and work, descriptions of 

(Continued from page 11)

Photo and archival... Gen. Dwight D. Eisenhower, President 
Harry Truman and the Displaced Persons 
Act, and even Ellis Island procedures for 
the admission of immigrants to the United 
States. 

Complementing these informative pan-
els were display cases in which 
Philadelphia committee members had 
arranged a varied collection of personal 
documents provided by former DPs: inocu-
lation records, school report cards, certifi-
cates from UNRRA attesting to some skill 
learned or some training completed, camp 
newsletters, even a personal journal or 
two. 

The adjacent gallery provided a wider 
view of the Philadelphia Ukrainian DP 
experience – each camp represented with a 
brief written description and a wide array 
of photographs showing people engaged in 
assorted activities. Guests first zeroed in on 
“their” camp, looking for familiar scenes 
and people known long ago, and also look-
ing for themselves, almost as though to 
confirm membership in an exclusive pri-
vate club, whether as a DP or as the off-
spring of a DP. One refrain echoed through-
out the evening: “Which camp were you 
in?” Former DPs reminisced; those too 
young to remember exchanged stories 
from family lore. 

The exhibit continued on Saturday, ser-
endipitously paired with the UECC’s 
October festival, which brought new visi-
tors to the DP gallery. Saturday’s visitors 
also had the opportunity to view videos 

from Regensburg, Bayreuth, Mittenwald 
and other camps, most pieced together 
from still black-and-white photographs. 

DP life dramatized

Sunday afternoon offered an entertain-
ing treat, a dramatization of DP camp life 
based on a 1951 play by Ivan Kernytsky 
(Iker) and performed by Yazykata Dzhezva, 
an acting ensemble directed by Adrianna 
Sydoryak. All members of the ensemble are 
Ukrainian immigrants from the Fourth 
Wave, and it is somehow fitting that these 
relatively new immigrants took on the 
assignment of portraying the immigrants 
who preceded them. As Ms. Sydoryak 
explained, “Our goal here is to inform some 
and remind others” (komus rozkazaty, 
komus pryhadaty). 

And they rose to this challenge magnifi-
cently. Playing to a packed auditorium, the 
actors and actresses conveyed the pathos 
and bathos of life in the DP camp very well 
indeed. A little modernized, a little 
tweaked, the comedy has been renamed 
“Life on Planet DP” and is uproariously 
funny.

Act I introduces the tight quarters, refer-
ences to the black market, the old world 
hand kissing, a squabble about the intimate 
undergarments hung out to dry near the 
communal kitchen, the camp drunk, and 
finally the camp malcontent who makes 
chronic noises about going back home to 
the “rodina.” 

Act II focuses on the differences that 

divide the Ukrainians sharing living quar-
ters in camp block 12. Here we encounter a 
“Petliurivets” from Kyiv with a daughter 
(played by Ms. Sydoryak) who has been to 
Paris and Berlin and is partial to modern 
Polish and German songs that she plays on 
her gramophone while brandishing a foot-
long cigarette holder (with or without a 
black-market cigarette). Just behind the 
blanket that serves as a dividing wall 
between sleeping quarters we have “Pan 
Direktor” from Lviv (we never learn what 
he was director of) and his wife, who fluc-
tuates between being ultra-pious and read-
ing fortunes from a deck of cards, which 
have, after all, shown her son coming home 
safely after serving in the Divizia. The third 
“room” is home to the young Pan Magister 
from Bukovyna who is shacking up with a 
buxom young Komsomol member from 
Dnipropetrovsk, brought to Germany as a 
slave laborer during the war. There are 
endless squabbles about language, religion, 
manners and mores. In the end, a wedding, 
a good patriotic Ukrainian song, and a little 
samohonka ease the tensions over these 
differences and they all become Ukrainians. 
At least for a while. 

A raffle drawing followed the play. 
Winners were presented with artwork 
donated by the late Ivanna Lucyszyn, 
Kateryna Krychevsky-Rosandich, Borys 
and Dzwinka Zacharczuk, Myron and Slava 
Bilas, Roksolana Harasymowych, and Luba 
Siletsky, or cash prizes donated by Bohdan 
and Vira Todoriw and Bohdan Gol. 
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ROCHESTER, N.Y. – Roman Tratch, Ph.D., 
professor emeritus of psychology at St. 
John Fisher College in Rochester, N.Y, 
received a medal from the National 
Academy of Pedagogical Sciences of 
Ukraine in recognition of his work for the 
science of psychology in that country. The 
medal named in honor of Hryhorii 
Skorovoda, the Ukrainian philosopher and 
poet of the 18th century, who is known as 
the “Ukrainian Socrates.” 

Since 1996 Prof. Tratch has been work-
ing pro bono with the Kostiuk Psychology 
Institute in Kyiv on a five-language psycho-
logical dictionary – Ukrainian-Russian-
English-German-French. Since Prof. Tratch 
had studied psychology in Germany and 
French speaking countries (Belgium), it 
was natural for him to become a consultant 
for the terminology of the three Western 
languages. 

While working on the dictionary, Prof. 
Tratch also took part in scholarly confer-
ences and seminars organized by the 
Kostiuk Psychology Institute. He published 
several articles on the topic of self-actual-
ization in Ukrainian scholarly journals. He 
decided to translate into Ukrainian and 
publish selections from the works of the 
leading western Humanistic psychologists. 
With the assistance of Prof. H.O. Ball of the 
Kostiuk Psychology Institute, Prof. Tratch 
selected, secured translations and copy-
rights, edited and wrote introductions to 
the two volumes of “Anthology of 
Humanistic Psychology,” as well as intro-
ductions to the individual selections. He 
arranged for the publication of the books in 
Kyiv by the University Publishing House 
“Pulsary” in 2001 and 2005. The two vol-
umes, subtitled “Humanistic Trends in 
Western Psychology” and “Psychology and 
Spirituality,” received excellent reviews in 
scholarly journals and are recommended 
as textbooks for college and university stu-
dents in Ukraine. 

 In 2005 Prof. Tratch was invited to Kyiv 
to address the first Congress of Ukrainian 
Psychologists . His address to the plenary 
session was titled “What It Means – To Thy 
Own Self be True?” In 2006, he was elected 

Psychology professor
awarded Skovoroda medal

Roman Tratch, Ph.D.

a foreign member of the National Academy 
of Pedagogical Sciences and was also 
appointed a psychology professor at the 
National University of Kyiv-Mohyla 
Academy in Kyiv (pro bono).

For his next project, Prof. Tratch has 
chosen to translate a very important book 
by the great German psychologist Philipp 
Lersch called “Personality Structure.” Even 
though the last edition (the 11th) of this 
book was published in 1970, the book has 
not lost its value and has been translated 
into the Spanish, Dutch, Japanese and 
Italian languages. Dr. Tratch is paying for 
the services of the translator and edits the 
translated pages himself. Since this book is 
very large and the German language of this 
author is very complex, Dr. Tratch esti-
mates it will take until to 2015 to complete 
the project. Being 85 years old, Prof. Tratch 
decided to publish the already translated 
and edited first introductory 100 pages of 
the book separately, under the title 
“Prolegomena to Psychology as a Human 
Science.” It was published in Kyiv in 2008. 

Presently Dr. Tratch continues working 
on the remaining part of the Lersch book. 
He is a member of the American 
Psychological Association, Shevchenko 
Scientific Society in America and Ukrainian 
Academy of Arts and Sciences in the U.S.

NOTES ON PEOPLE

“Notes on people” is a feature geared toward reporting on the achievements of members 
of the Ukrainian community and the Ukrainian National Association. All submissions 
should be concise due to space limitations and must include the person’s UNA branch 
number (if applicable). Items will be published as soon as possible after their receipt.

by Vasyl Lopukh

NEW YORK – American Mathematical 
Society in 2011 approved the creation of 
the AMS Fellows Program, which would 
recognize members who have made an 
outstanding contribution to mathematics. 
The first new class of Fellows of the AMS at 
the beginning of 2013.

Among them will be Dr. Wolodymyr 
Petryshyn, a member of the Shevchenko 
Scientific Society U.S.A.

The particular goals of the Fellows 
Program are to create an enlarged class of 
mathematicians recognized by their peers 
as distinguished for their contributions to 
the profession, to honor not only the 
extraordinary but also the excellent; to lift 
the morals of the profession by providing 
an honor more accessible to those current-
ly available; and to support the advance-
ment of more mathematicians in leader-
ship positions in their own institutions. 

The responsibility of fellows is to take 
part in the selection of new fellows and to 
present the “public face” of excellence in 
mathematics.

In the initial year of the program, all eli-
gible AMS members during the years 2010 
and 2011 who have done one or more of 
the following were be invited to become 
AMS Fellows: given an invited AMS address 
(including at a joint meeting); been award-
ed an AMS research prize; or given an invit-

Elected fellow of American 
Mathematical Society

ed address at an International Congress of 
Mathematicians (or Industrial and Applied 
Mathematicians).

Since Dr. Petryshyn, as a professor at 
Rutgers University in New Brunswick, was 
invited to deliver an address at the 78th 
summer meeting of the society in 1973, on 
September 1, President Eric M. Friedman 
of the AMS wrote to him: “The American 
Mathematical Society is delighted to invite 
you to join the inaugural class of Fellows of 
the AMS. You have been chosen for this 
honor in view of your distinguished contri-
butions to mathematics. Congratulations …

The first group of Fellows of the AMS 
will be officially presented at the upcoming 
Joint Mathematics Meeting in San Diego, 
and the induction ceremony will take place 
at an early evening reception on Friday, 
January 11, 2013.

Dr. Petryshyn accepted the invitation to 
become an AMS fellow. He noted that his 
1973 address to the society titled “On the 
Approximation-Solubility of Equations 
Involving A-proper and Pseudo-A-proper 
Mappings,” appeared in 1975 in an extend-
ed version as a 90-page article in the 
Bulletin of the AMS. The publication’s edi-
tor at that time, Hans F. Weinberger, called 
the paper a “tour de force.”

The Shevchenko Scientific Society U.S.A. 
expressed its pleasure that one of its mem-
bers was elected a Fellow of the American 
Mathematical Society, which comprises 
about 30,000 members.

Vasyl Lopukh is chairman of the Press 
Committee of the Shevchenko Scientific 
Society U.S.A.

served in Special Forces themselves were 
delighted and wasted no time in telling him 
so later. Brig. Gen. Kondratiuk thanked Col. 
Sobchak and presented him with a UAV 
special coin.

In her remarks, National Ladies Auxiliary 
President Koziak thanked her members for 
successful fund-raisers for the UAV causes. 
She presented a $2,000 donation for the 
UAV National Monument and $100 towards 
the UAV Tribune Press Fund. 

Mr. Cieply presented a $3,000 check for 
the UAV National Monument from the 

fund-raiser by UAV Post 101 and invited 
everyone to Michigan for the 66th UAV 
National Convention next year.

Messrs. Kondratiuk and Hron, Mr. 
Pryjma was recognized for his long service 
on the UAV National Executive Board. 

PNC Anna Krawczuk and PR Officer 
Bernard Krawczuk accepted a special rec-
ognition award on behalf of Roma 
Hadzewycz, editor-in-chief of Svoboda and 
The Ukrainian Weekly, who was recog-
nized for supporting the UAV.

The Rev. Yaroslav Nalysnyk, pastor of 
Christ the King UCC in Jamaica Plain, Mass. 
offered the closing prayer.

Everyone enjoyed the entertainment 
provided by Ukrainian Souvenir. 

(Continued from page 8)

Ihor Hron takes...
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Ceramicist Ulyana Woznak’s solo debut in Cleveland
Some of the ceramic works (above and below) of Ulyana Woznak.

by Roksolana Toporowych

CLEVELAND – In the three years since 
she moved from Ukraine to Cleveland, 
ceramic artist Ulyana Woznak has made 
a significant impact, starting a popular 
school for young people to teach this 
ancient art form.  Most recently, she put 
her own works on display at her first 
solo exhibit at the Ukrainian Museum-
Archives.

The exhibit, 
“ M y  N e w 
Season of 
Spring,” fea-

tured 45 pieces, all but two hand-crafted 
with thick strands of clay which the art-
ist shapes into graceful forms before 
carving designs into the surface and 
then firing them in a kiln. It was on view 
from June through September 8.

Fellow Cleveland artist, Oksana Koval, 
had this to say about Ms. Woznak’s 
work:  “Amidst the hustle and bustle of 
life today, it’s hard to find the time to 
pause.  When I first saw the works of 
Ulyana Woznak, it seemed as if I had fro-
zen for a moment.  It’s amazing, but the 
clay begins to converse with you… and 
pull you into its secret world… There 

you’ll find thoughts, suffering, experi-
ence, dreams, joy, human anguish.  
Subduing the uneasy field of creative life, 
indeed subduing her own self, through 
her work the  artist engages in a dialogue 
with the world.” 

As for the artist herself, Ms. Koval 
observed: “Besides enormous God-given 
talents, the artist must also have internal 
energy, steadfastness and dedication to 
the task.  Every time I go past her studio, I 
note with pleasure how conscientiously 
and painstakingly Ulyana prepares her 
lessons.  She applies the same standard to 
her artistry.  And the results for us are 
works which impress the viewer with the 
highest level of craftsmanship, profes-
sionalism and clear resolution of a partic-
ular theme.  The viewer’s eye is seized by 
the perfect expression of form, the pre-
sentation of color, the subtle ornamenta-
tion.  And nothing superfluous!  Beauty in 
simplicity.  In her hands, the clay comes 
alive, her springtime becomes ours…”

Ms. Woznak was born in Kosiv to a 
family of artists in the Ivano-Frankivsk 
Oblast in Ukraine, home to the Hutsul 
folk who are known for their amazing 
folk art.

“I grew up in the midst of the amazing 
nature of the Carpathian Mountains,” the 
artist said.  “From childhood, I heard sto-
ries and legends about wood nymphs 
and wood sprites, the magic of flowers 
and animals.  Every holiday had its tradi-
tions and rites where appropriate 
defenses were applied and various sym-
bolic marks displayed.  All this influenced 
my consciousness and understanding of 
the surrounding world.  Symbols created 
by our ancestors – this for me is an eter-
nal source of inspiration. I love their mys-

tery and beauty and sincerely believe in 
their magical powers.”

Ms. Woznak graduated from the Kosiv 
College of Decorative Folk Art, majoring 
in artistic textiles, and then continued 
her studies at the Vasyl Stefanyk 
Subcarpathian University in the graphic-
art department specializing in painting 
and design.   In 2000, she started work-
ing with clay.  She studied the secrets of 
traditional Hutsul ceramics and, along 
with her parents, worked to revive the 
forgotten craft of Hutsul “blackened” or 
“black-smoked” ceramics.

From that time, Ms. Woznak regularly 
took part in regional, oblast-wide and 
national art exhibits within the frame-
work of the National Artists Union of 
Ukraine.  In 2007, she attended the Lviv  
Academy of Art, where she received a 
master’s degree in ceramics. Upon com-
peting her studies, she worked at the 
Kosiv Institute of Applied Decorative 
Arts, teaching drawing and painting. She 
also worked as a professional researcher 
at the Kosiv Hutsul and Pokuttia Folk Art 
Museum.

Ms. Woznak’s first solo exhibit at the 
Ukrainian Museum-Archives was  enthu-
siastically welcomed by an eclectic gath-
ering of the Ukrainian diaspora. She sold 
many pieces through the UMA Gift Shop 
with orders for more.

“The magic of nature – this is the vital 
basis of creativity,” Ms. Woznak empha-
sized. “There is something mysterious 
and magic in the rebirth of nature, with 
all its beauty – pristine and unique.  
Creativity for me is the realization of 
spring in my soul.  And right now, my 
soul and heart are blossoming with 
renewed springtime.”

Ihor Gernaga

Ukraine and to disagree with its statement 
that the election process was ‘fair, demo-
cratic and transparent.’ ”

The activists also expressed concern 
about incarceration of the opposition lead-
ers, use of administrative resources aimed 
at influencing voters, use of budget 
resources to popularize certain pro-gov-
ernment parties and candidates, pressure 
on the independent media during the elec-
tion campaign, as well as the non-transpar-
ent system of appointing members of dis-
trict and precinct election commissions, 

(Continued from page 3)

Ukrainian students... which created opportunities for fraud and 
forgery.

“We are also deeply concerned with the 
situation around many majoritarian con-
stituencies where the pro-government can-
didates, as well as their representatives, are 
creating serious obstacles to the objective 
counting process. They are trailing the pro-
tocols processing and are making attempts 
to willfully falsify the election results. First 
of all, this relates to the constituencies no. 
95, 115, 132, 215, 223, 225,” explained 
Roman, a citizen of Ukraine.

Activists called on the Central Election 
Commission of Ukraine and the responsi-
ble government agencies to ensure the 
effective and unbiased examination of vio-

lations observed during the votes count 
and to call to account all the initiators of 
the falsifications. 

“We also ask the international communi-
ty to express an objective assessment of the 
parliamentary elections in Ukraine, as well 
as to impose all necessary international 
measures in order to prevent the reversal 
of democracy in Ukraine,” said Yaroslav, 
another activist who organized the Ottawa 
protest.

Later on, the chargé d’affaires of Ukraine 
in Canada invited the students inside the 
Embassy to discuss their concerns. “Your 
aims are sincere, and I respect your views 
and the means you are using to wake up 
the consciousness of the society,” Marko 

Shevchenko said. “However, I have to ask 
you, if the rest of the Ukrainian citizens 
believe that fraud took place during the 
elections, why haven’t they voiced their 
opinion yet?”

The chargé d’affaires agreed that certain 
violations took place during the elections 
in Ukraine. However, he noted that they 
were not systematic. “I am aware of the 
violations, but can you show me a button 
which would make everything work 100 
percent fine?” 

Mr. Shevchenko advised the students to 
contribute to Ukraine’s civil society. 
However, he noted that concrete actions 
matter more than speeches delivered from 
podiums. 
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Constructivist sculpture exhibition opens at The Ukrainian Museum
NEW YORK – A solo exhibition titled “Ron Kostyniuk: 

Art as Nature Analogue” comprising 28 unique construc-
tivist relief sculptures opened at The Ukrainian Museum 
on October 21. “Art as Nature Analogue” will be on view 
through January 13, 2013.

 This exhibition illustrates Mr. Kostyniuk’s fascination 
with biology and the structuring process found in nature, 
and from his interest in the work of modernist and con-
structivist artists such as Pablo Picasso, Alexander 
Archipenko, Charles Biederman, Naum Gabo and Vladimir 
Tatlin. The selected works span the period from 1967 to 
2011, and represent the evolution of his constructive relief 
sculptures in a number of series that comprise his creative 
output.

 Mr. Kostyniuk’s works have been exhibited throughout 
Canada, the United States, Asia and Europe, and are includ-
ed in many museum and private collections. The artistic 
community of Chicago has become especially familiar with 
his works over the years; since the late 1960s, Kostyniuk’s 
works have been part of such significant exhibitions as 
“The Structurists” at the Kazimir Gallery – an important 
gallery at the time devoted exclusively to Constructive Art 
– and “Relief/Construction/Relief” at the Museum of 
Contemporary Art. The latter show traveled to the Herron 
Museum in Indianapolis, the Cranbrook Academy in 
Bloomfield Hills, Mich., and the High Museum in Atlanta, 
Ga. 

“Art as Nature Analogue” was originally shown at the 
Ukrainian Institute of Modern Art (UIMA) in Chicago under 
the title “Ron Kostyniuk: Construction/Neo-Construction.” 
Mr. Kostyniuk has taken part in a number of exhibitions at 
the UIMA this exhibition being but one of several one-man 
shows presented at the institute.

Intrigued by nature’s constructive processes, Mr. 
Kostyniuk connects the viewer to the basic elements of life 
itself in a powerful and logical way. As a leaf is composed of 
a multitude of biological cells, Mr. Kostyniuk’s geometric 
shapes are arranged in calculated configurations of color, 
light and shadows forming organically constructed compo-

sitions. Intersecting rectangular planes echo the rhythms 
of cultivated farmland. Multi-dimensional constructs draw 
the viewer into their depths where the planar forms on 
various levels tempt one to delve even deeper. Inspired by 
the wings of a butterfly, angular planes softened by shad-
ows alight from their plexiglass perch, while squares of 
subtle color in kinetic motion are likened to flowers gently 
swaying in the breeze. Observed from various angles, crys-
tals shaped from wood reflect color and light, and contours 
formed with blocks and slats rise up like hills from the 
earth’s surface.

Michael Greenwood, art historian and curator of art at 
York University, Toronto wrote: “Following Cezanne’s 
example, Kostyniuk does not reproduce nature; rather he 
builds a structure of relationships that constitutes a para-
digm of the principles he observes in and deduces from the 
natural world.”

Mr. Kostyniuk was born in Wakaw, Saskatchewan in 
1941. From 1959 to 1963, he attended the Faculties of Arts 
and Science and Education at the University of 
Saskatchewan, and from 1967 to 1969, the Department of 
Art and Design at the University of Alberta. He received a 
Master of Science degree in 1970 and Master of Fine Arts 
degree in 1971 from the University of Wisconsin. He is cur-
rently a faculty member in the Department of Art at the 
University of Calgary.

“Ron Kostyniuk: Art as Nature Analogue” is accompa-
nied by a catalogue, which includes images of more than 
100 works and provides an overview of the distinguished 
career of this prolific artist.

 The Ukrainian Museum is located at 222 E. Sixth St., 
New York, NY 10003; telephone, 212-228-0110; website, 
www.ukrainianmuseum.org.

“Relief Structure,” Planar Series, 1969. “Relief Structure,” Oblique Series, 1972.

“Relief Structure,” Rod Series, 1969.

campaign and could not accept such a dou-
ble defeat. Second, local authorities could 
have been eager to achieve the demanded 
results by all possible means; fear of punish-
ment for non-delivery is apparently stron-
ger in Viktor Yanukovych’s Ukraine than the 
fear of punishment for violating the of law. 
And third, and most important, the stakes 
might be higher than they appear. The Party 
of Regions needs not a simple but a quali-
fied majority (of two-thirds of the national 
deputies) in the Parliament to change the 
national Constitution and secure the 2015 
re-election of Mr. Yanukovych in the 
Parliament instead of via highly uncertain 

(Continued from page 7)

Basic instincts popular national vote.
They can hardly forget that Leonid 

Kuchma, who also had plenty of sticks and 
carrots to offer, had nearly mustered the 
much-needed majority to amend the 
Constitution but failed by a meager six 
votes in the decisive vote. The oligarchs are 
unreliable. They are good allies to keep the 
opposition at bay and loot the country. But 
at some point they may feel that their own 
interests are under threat, especially when 
the president and his “family” grab too 
much power and property, or when the 
Parliament and its stakeholders may 
become obsolete.

Actually, there might be a fourth reason 
for the seemingly irrational behavior of 
Ukrainian rulers. Most of them are from the 
Donbas, the region that has never experi-

enced any political, cultural or economic 
pluralism. Many of them came from the 
criminal underworld, where no tolerance, 
or compromise, or power-sharing has ever 
been valued. They know perfectly well that 
the winner gets all, might makes right, the 
ends justify the means, and those who are 
not with us are against us. They are not 
accustomed to lose because losers, in their 
Darwinist world, are extinguished. They 
cannot recognize someone’s victory, espe-
cially by a small margin. All their instincts 
are opposed to such a phenomenon. They 
see any compromise as a symbol of weak-
ness, and any retreat as capitulation.

This attitude suggests there is little 
chance of Ms. Tymoshenko being released 
until Mr. Yanukovych is ousted, and only a 
slim possibility for more open, inclusive, 

consensual politics in Ukraine in the near 
future. The conflict between the govern-
ment and society is likely to escalate, culmi-
nating in Mr. Yanukovych’s inevitable and 
legitimate defeat in 2015 or his complete 
usurpation of power for years to come.

So far, Ukrainians have won a few minor 
battles but not the war. They proved, at 
least in some electoral districts, including 
the remarkable case of Kyiv, that civic spirit, 
courage and unity could withstand brutal 
force, lying, cheating and bribery. The Party 
of Regions, so far, has failed to establish 
complete control over the Parliament. This 
does not mean its leaders will not try to 
attain such predominance within the next 
two years. They are very unlikely to curb 
their basic instincts unless and until society 
itself becomes civil enough to civilize them.
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November 13	 Concert, the Chamber Chorus of the University of 
Los Angeles	 California, Walt Disney Concert Hall,
	 http://calperfs.berkely.edu 

November 17	 Holodomor march, Ukrainian Congress Committee of
New York 	 America, St. Patrick Cathedral, 212-228-6840 or
	 www.ukrainegenocide.com

November 17	 Korovai Workshop, Ukrainain American Cultural Club of 
Houston	 Houston, Alliance Francaise de Houston, www.uacch.net 

November 17	 Concert, “Koliada with Nina and Tonia Matvienko,” with
Edmonton, AB 	 the Yara Arts Group and the Shumka Dancers, Jubilee Hall,
	 Yara.arts.group@gmail.com or www.brama.com/yara 

November 17-18	 Bake Sale, Ss. Cyril and Methodius Ukrainian Catholic
Olyphant, PA 	 Church, 570-876-1008 or www.stcyrils.maslar-online.com

November 17-18	 Fall Bazaar, St. Andrew Ukrainian Orthodox Church,
Jamaica Plain, MA	 617-522-3323 or www,ukrainianorthodox.org

November 17-18	 Ukrainian Christmas Bazaar, Holy Family Ukrainian 
Washington	 Catholic National Shrine, 202-526-3737 or 
	 www.ucns-holyfamily.org	

November 18	 Harvest Dinner, St. Vladimir Ukrainian Greek-Catholic
Scranton, PA 	 Church, 570-346-2414 (advance only) 

November 19	 Lecture by Maria Ivanova, “The Art of Dissimulation in
Cambridge, MA 	 Ruthenian Thought of the 16th and 17th Centuries: 
	 History, Problems, Perspectives,” Harvard University, 
	 617-495-4053

November 21	 Turkey and Beer social, Ukrainian American Citizens’ 
Philadelphia	 Association,  www.ukieclub.com or 215-627-8970

November 22	 Ecumenical Holodomor requiem service, Assumption 
Ottawa	 Ukrainian Orthodox Church hall, 613-728-0856 or
	 www.ukrainianorthodox.info

November 23	 “Morskyi Ball” dance, with music by Svitanok, Chornomortsi
Whippany, NJ 	 fraternity of Plast Ukrainian Scouting Organization, Ukrainian
	 American Cultural Center of New Jersey, 973-386-5622

November 23	 Pub Night, 10th anniversary show of Ephyra, Ukrainian
Chicago 	 American Youth Association hall,
	 http://ephyra10.eventbrite.com

November 23	 Film screening, “Genocide Revealed” by Yurij Luhovy,
Toronto 	 Ukrainian National Federation Community Center, 
	 416-245-3703 or www.yluhovy.com

November 25	 Film screening, “Genocide Revealed” by Yurij Luhovy, 
Oshawa, ON	 Oshawa Dnipro Hall, 905-576-5261 or www.yluhovy.com

November 25	 Holodomor memorial service, Ukrainian Canadian 
St. Catharines, ON	 Congress, Ukrainian Black Sea Hall, 905-682-6351
	 or www.blackseahall.ca

November 25	 Film screening, “Okradena Zemlia” by Yurij Luhovy, 
Montreal	 Assumption of the Mother of God Ukrainian Orthodox
	 Church, www.yluhovy.com or 614-259-7162

November 25	 Ukrainian Christmas Bazaar, Ladies’ Association Ottawa
Ottawa 	 Local, Assumption Ukrainian Orthodox Church hall,
	 613-830-1472

November 26	 Lecture by Mariya Mayerchuk, “Premarital Intimacy 
Cambridge, MA	 Among Young People in Villages of Central and Eastern
	 Ukraine in the Early 20th Century,” Harvard University,
	 617-495-4053

November 27	 Book presentation by Mark Andryczyk, “The Intellectual 
New York 	 As Hero in 1990s Ukrainian Fiction,” Columbia University,
	 212-854-4697 or ukrainianstudies@columbia.edu

Entries in “Out and About” are listed free of charge. Priority is given to events 
advertised in The Ukrainian Weekly. However, we also welcome submissions 
from all our readers. Items will be published at the discretion of the editors 
and as space allows. Please send e-mail to mdubas@ukrweekly.com.
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Looking ahead to Thanksgiving – one of our favorite holidays – we 
challenge Mishanyna fans to find the names of the 14 foods listed 
below that you might find on your Thanksgiving table. (Remember: 
search for the capitalized words only.)

Mishanyna

APPLE PIE
BRUSSEL sprouts
BUTTERNUT SQUASH
CARROTS
CRANBERRY SAUCE

DINNER ROLLS
GRAVY
PECAN PIE
POTATOES
PUMPKIN PIE

string bean  
CASSEROLE

STUFFING

TURKEY

YAMS

UKELODEON
For The Next Generation

HARTFORD, Conn. – On October 1, the Hartford branch of the Ukrai-
nian American Youth Association entered three Ukrainian scarecrows in 
the 17th annual “Scarecrows along Main Street” exhibit, sponsored by the 
Old Wethersfield Shopkeepers Association of Wethersfield, Conn. Two of the 
scarecrows were dressed in Ukrainian traditional dance costumes, and the 
other in the uniform of a “sumivka” to commemorate the 60th anniversary 
of Hartford’s UAYA on November 3.

– Irene Bobriwnyk

UAYA in Halloween exhibitUAYA Stamford branch 
holds fall family outing

Jurij Stecko of New York City discusses orienteering with UAYA members.
Jurij Priatka

by Tania Sawa Priatka

ELLENVILLE, N.Y. – Despite the 
threat of rain and chilly evening tem-
peratures, the second annual Ukrai-
nian American Youth Association 
(UAYA) Fall Family Outing took place 
on October 6-7 on the UAYA grounds 
in Ellenville, N.Y.

The weekend outing was organized 
by UAYA Branch 54, Khersones, in 
Stamford, Conn., and was open to all 
UAYA members ages 6-12. Twenty-
three children and 46 parents partici-
pated in a variety of exciting outdoor 
activities. 

The weekend began with a for-
mal UAYA gathering and went on to 
include an interesting lecture on first 
aid in which the children were given 
the opportunity to practice wrapping 
bandages and splints on one another. 
The children also listened to an intro-
ductory discussion about the Ukrainian 
Kozaks and the formation of Sich, their 
legendary, impenetrable fortress on 
the rapids of the Dnipro River. The 
discussion also included the tight bond 
and devotion to the Protection of the 
Blessed Mother that has always existed 
within the Ukrainian nation, dating 
back to the early days of the Kozaks.

After a delicious lunch cooked over 
an open fire, the children went on to 
participate in a course on orienteer-
ing. An opportunity to test their skills 
firsthand came next when they went on 
to play a game all around the grounds. 
Mixed teams of parents and children 
competed against one another using 
their compasses and given GPS coordi-
nates to find clues and directions that 
would take them to the next location. 
The teams came back exhausted but 
exhilarated by the adventure.

Later that evening, all the girls were 
invited to learn the traditional art of 
making “gerdany” (beaded jewelry). 
Though intricate and challenging 
to master, each young lady enjoyed 

learning about this national art form, 
making herself a bracelet to take home 
as a wonderful keepsake.

Meanwhile, the boys never missed 
a beat and took pleasure in a friendly 
soccer match on the sports field.

Once night fell, both children and 
parents enjoyed dancing under the 
stars in a genuinely friendly and 
familial spirit. Everyone reveled in the 
enchanting melodies of traditional and 
contemporary Ukrainian songs that 
echoed throughout the hills and val-
leys of the UAYA resort. Before retir-
ing to their tents for the night, parents 
and children cozied up to the bonfire, 
sang songs and enjoyed the perfectly 
clear, starry evening. 

Following liturgy at Holy Trinity 
Ukrainian Catholic Church in Ker-
honkson, N.Y., on Sunday morning, 
the rest of the program continued. 
Given that this year marks the 1,025th 
anniversary of the mass baptism of the 
people of Ukraine-Rus’ in 988 in the 
Dnipro River by Prince Volodymr the 
Great, the last lecture of the weekend 
was devoted to this subject and the 
timing of it was most apropos.

Finally, the time came for the par-
ticipants to break camp and pack up 
for the return home. Everyone felt most 
grateful that their prayers were heard 
and the weather stayed dry the entire 
time they were at the UAYA resort, 
with the sun even making a guest ap-
pearance on Saturday afternoon.

Many thanks were expressed to the 
administrators of the UAYA resort, 
who facilitated the outing, to all the 
parents who helped organize the 
weekend and especially to the guest 
lecturers who participated: Jurij and 
Ihor Stecko from New York City, Ihor 
Mirchuk from Philadelphia, Severyn 
Hummeny and Bohdanna Puzyk 
both of Stamford and the Rev. Dr. 
Ivan Kaszczak, pastor of Holy Trinity 
Ukrainian Catholic Church.
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PREVIEW OF EVENTS
Sunday, November 18

CHICAGO: The Women’s Association for the 
Defense of Four Freedoms for Ukraine, Alla 
Horska branch in Chicago, cordially invites 
all to the presentation of the English transla-
tion of Olha Mak’s book “Stones Under the 
Scythe,” based on the Ukrainian Famine-
Genocide of the 1930s. The program begins 
at 1 p.m. at the Ukrainian National Museum, 
2249 W. Superior St. Admission: $5. For 
more information e-mail AllaHorska@wadf-
fu.org.

NEW YORK: At 2 p.m. Dr. Alexander Motyl 
wil l  introduce the just-published 
“Holodomor Reader,” a unique source book 
on the Ukrainian Famine-Genocide of 1932-
1933, consisting of important scholarly arti-
cles; key Soviet, Polish and German docu-
ments; eyewitness testimonies and journal-
istic reports; and a wide selection of litera-
ture. Published by the Canadian Institute of 
Ukrainian Studies, the “Holodomor Reader” 
is an indispensable guide to one of the 
greatest mass killings of the 20th century. 

Copies will be available for sale. Admission 
(includes reception): $15; $10 for members 
and seniors; $5 for students. Tickets are 
available online at www.ukrainianmuseum.
org or at the door. The Ukrainian Museum is 
located at 222 E. Sixth St.; telephone, 212-
228-0110.

Saturday, December 1
MONTREAL: The Ukrainian Canadian 
Congress, Montreal branch and Quebec 
Provincial Council, invites all to a communi-
ty meeting during the UCC national in-per-
son board meeting in Montreal. Speakers 
will include UCC National President Paul 
Grod and various heads of UCC national 
committees. A question and answer period 
will follow. This is a unique opportunity to 
meet and speak with leaders on the national 
level from across Canada. The meeting will 
be held at 7 p.m. at Delta Montreal, 475 
President Kennedy (metro McGill). For fur-
ther information call Bohdanna, 514-259-
7162, or Zorianna (president, UCC 
Montreal), 514-481-5871. Everyone is wel-
come.

PREVIEW OF EVENTS GUIDELINES
Preview of Events is a listing of community events open to the public. It is a service 
provided at minimal cost ($20 per listing) by The Ukrainian Weekly to the Ukrainian 
community. Items should be no more than 100 words long; longer submissions are 
subject to editing. 

Preview items must be received no later than one week before the desired date of 
publication. No information will be taken over the phone. Items will be published only 
once, unless otherwise indicated. Please include payment for each time the item is 
to appear and indicate date(s) of issue(s) in which the item is to be published. Also, 
senders are asked to include the phone number of a person who may be contacted by 
The Weekly during daytime hours, as well as their complete mailing address.

Information should be sent to: preview@ukrweekly.com or Preview of Events, The 
Ukrainian Weekly, 2200 Route 10, P.O. Box 280, Parsippany, NJ 07054; fax, 973-644-
9510. NB: If e-mailing, please do not send items as attachments; simply type the 
text into the body of the e-mail message.


