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Ukraine celebrates Flag Day, Independence Day

KYIV – Ukraine celebrated its 
National Flag Day on August 23 with 
various activities aimed at promoting 
independent Ukraine’s national symbols, 
foremost among them the blue-and-yel-
low flag.

The next day, Ukrainians nationwide 
observed Ukrainian Independence Day – 
the anniversary of the adoption on August 
24, 1991, of the Act of Declaration of the 
Independence of Ukraine by the 
Verkhovna Rada (then still known as the 

Supreme Soviet).
On National Flag Day, which has been 

celebrated since 2004, huge flags were 
displayed in various cities throughout 
Ukraine. In Kyiv, participants of an 
action dubbed “The Flag of Ukrainian 
Unity” presented a huge blue-and-yellow 
national flag. The largest flag – 9.5 kilo-
meters in length – was unfurled in 
Ternopil.

Civic activist Oleksander Hudyma is 
being prosecuted for protesting alleged-
ly illegal construction in central Kyiv 
being carried out by a Party of Regions 

national deputy.

Yulia Tymoshenko and other members of the opposition during a public rally on 
Ukrainian Independence Day in front of the Taras Shevchenko monument in Kyiv.

President Viktor Yanukovych during celebrations in Kyiv’s city center of 
Ukrainian Independence Day, August 24.

To mark National Flag Day, celebrated on August 23, Ukrainians in Kyiv 
unfurled a huge blue-and-yellow Ukrainian flag.

Zenon Zawada

Aleksandr Prokopenko/UNIAN

Anastasia Sirotkina/UNIAN

Oleg Petrasyuk/UNIAN

(Continued on page 19)

by Zenon Zawada
Kyiv Press Bureau

KYIV – The administration of 
President Viktor Yanukovych has appar-
ently targeted its most formidable ene-
mies for political persecution, which has 
returned to Ukraine with a fervor unseen 
since 2001, when former President 
Leonid Kuchma arrested and incarcerated 
a series of opposition leaders.

Among the top targets are officials 
who served the government of former 
Prime Minister Yulia Tymoshenko, lead-
ers of the Svoboda nationalist party, offi-
cials who served Kyiv Mayor Leonid 
Chernovetskyi and independent activists, 
particularly those critical of the Kremlin 
and the pro-Russian policies of the 
Yanukovych administration.

The administration’s tactics involve 
surprise inspections of offices, illegal 

Yanukovych administration targets
political enemies, independent activists

(Continued on page 9)



No. 35THE UKRAINIAN WEEKLY      SUNDAY, AUGUST 29, 20102

NEWSBRIEFS

THE UKRAINIAN WEEKLY    FOUNDED 1933

An English-language newspaper published by the Ukrainian National Association Inc., 
a non-profit association, at 2200 Route 10, P.O. Box 280, Parsippany, NJ  07054.

Yearly subscription rate: $55; for UNA members — $45.

Periodicals postage paid at Caldwell, NJ  07006 and additional mailing offices.
(ISSN — 0273-9348)

The Weekly: UNA:
Tel: (973) 292-9800; Fax: (973) 644-9510 Tel: (973) 292-9800; Fax: (973) 292-0900

Postmaster, send address changes to: 
The Ukrainian Weekly   Editor-in-chief: Roma Hadzewycz 
2200 Route 10  Editors: Matthew Dubas
P.O. Box 280                                Zenon Zawada (Kyiv)
Parsippany, NJ  07054

The Ukrainian Weekly Archive: www.ukrweekly.com; e-mail: staff@ukrweekly.com

The Ukrainian Weekly, August 29, 2010, No. 35, Vol. LXXVIII
Copyright © 2010 The Ukrainian Weekly

ADMINISTRATION OF THE UKRAINIAN WEEKLY AND SVOBODA
(973) 292-9800, ext. 3041
e-mail: admin@ukrweekly.com
(973) 292-9800, ext. 3040
fax: (973) 644-9510
e-mail: adukr@optonline.net
(973) 292-9800, ext. 3042
e-mail: subscription@ukrweekly.com

Walter Honcharyk, administrator

Maria Oscislawski, advertising manager 

Mariyka Pendzola, subscriptions

Opposition message on Independence Day

KYIV – The leader of the opposition 
Yulia Tymoshenko Bloc (YTB) and the 
Batkivschyna Party, Yulia Tymoshenko, 
in her congratulatory message on the 
occasion of Ukrainian Independence Day, 
described the holiday as the one symbol-
izing “the victory of the Ukrainian people 
in their millennial struggle for the right to 
live in their own country and be the mas-
ter of their house.” She noted that the 
country and the people are becoming 
more mature, more confident and stron-
ger every year. “We remember our histo-
ry, and appreciate what we’ve experi-
enced and done. We well understood that 
freedom of speech, human rights and fair 
elections are the values that guarantee 
Ukraine its democratic development, as 
well as strengthen its unity and indepen-
dence. They are the foundation of nation-
hood, and we are ready to protect them,” 
Ms. Tymoshenko said.

Ms. Tymoshenko, who lost to current 
Ukrainian President Viktor Yanukovych 
in the 2010 presidential election, said that 
“we will definitely win when united 
around our common goal – the develop-
ment of a just and rich country, where 
every citizen feels free and secure, while 
the law is one for all.” Another opposi-
tion leader, Arseniy Yatsenyuk of the 
Front for Change Party, expressed hope 
on the day of the 19th anniversary of 
Ukraine’s independence that society 
would understand that “it’s impossible to 
fence off from the authorities and change 
them in one fell swoop, but it’s possible 
to create in society an opposition to the 
system being imposed by the current 
authorities.” He added, “The state will be 
formed the way we form it. And it can be 
formed only by people who respect them-
selves.” (Ukrinform)

PM greets Ukrainians on holiday

KYIV – Ukrainian Prime Minister 
Mykola Azarov congratulated Ukrainian 
citizens on Independence Day, the infor-
mation and communications department 
of the Cabinet of Ministers’ Secretariat 
reported. “The state’s independence is a 
big responsibility and hard work, rather 

than a random gift of fate and the ambi-
tions of the power elite,” he said in a let-
ter of congratulations. “In recent years, 
we have all seen how an incompetent and 
weak government put the state on the 
verge of existence. The so-called biggest 
supporters of independence scorned the 
Constitution through their action, bled the 
economy, depreciated the national curren-
cy, plunged the country into gas debt 
bondage and destroyed the image of an 
independent Ukraine in the world,” Mr. 
Azarov said. “The Ukrainian people real-
ized in time that patriotism and the 
strengthening of independence are not 
high-sounding words, but daily affairs,” 
the prime minister added. He said that the 
authorities should be unified, strong and 
professional, “from Kyiv to every vil-
lage.” Mr. Azarov called on citizens to 
multiply the invaluable asset of indepen-
dence and ensure a European future for 
the next generations, and expressed con-
fidence that “every citizen of Ukraine 
now understood that only agreed work 
can help develop an independent 
Ukraine,” adding, “I believe that the 
Ukrainian people can fulfill this task.” 
(Ukrinform)

Lytvyn congratulates Ukrainians

KYIV – Verkhovna Rada Chairman 
Volodymyr Lytvyn congratulated 
Ukrainians on Ukraine’s Independence 
Day and noted that “the country has 
walked a difficult and thorny path toward 
maturity, large-scale social and economic 
reforms, and the complete approval of 
freedom and democracy.” In his opinion, 
“thanks to natural wisdom and tolerance, 
the diligence and self-restraint of the peo-
ple, Ukraine is continuing its develop-
ment as a mighty and united state, which 
is known and respected throughout the 
world for its powerful potential, and its 
ability to find decent and proper answers 
to al l  challenges of  modernity.” 
(Ukrinform)

Russian leaders congratulate Ukraine

KYIV – Russian President Dmitry 
Medvedev and Prime Minister Vladimir 

ANALYSIS

(Continued on page 14)

The article announcing the publication 
of Volume 3 of Volodymyr Vynnychenko’s 
diary (August 22) got a number of facts 
wrong, according to Dr. Alexander J. 
Motyl, who was mentioned in the story 
prepared by the Canadian Institute of 
Ukrainian Studies. Dr. Motyl notes: “Way 
back when – in the early 1980s, and not, 
as the article says, in the 1990s – I had the 
good fortune to work together with the late 
Dr. Hryhory Kostiuk on Volumes 2, 3, and 
4 of the Vynnychenko Diary. I transcribed 
and annotated all three volumes in 1980-
1983. I did not, as the article says, edit the 
volume. Nor was I then, as the article 
implies, a ‘doctor,’ a title I received only 
in 1984. Volume 2 was published on 
schedule in 1983. Volumes 3 and 4, on the 
other hand, appear to have gotten mis-
placed somewhere at the Canadian 
Institute of Ukrainian Studies, which com-
missioned and funded our work. Dr. 
Kostiuk transcribed, annotated and text-
edited Volume 1 of the diary, as well as 
text-edited Volume 2; he also served as 
general editor of the series. The text-edit-
ing of Volumes 3 and 4 was performed by 
the late Vasyl Sokil, a writer from Kharkiv 
who emigrated to the United States in the 
early 1980s.”

The story headlined “Ukrainian diaspo-
ra’s dilemma: How to deal with 
Yanukovych” (July 25) contained a refer-
ence to the Ukrainian Canadian Congress 
that pointed out the UCC is headquartered 
in Winnipeg, Manitoba, more than a thou-
sand miles from Ottawa. While that is 
true, UCC President Paul Grod noted that 
UCC Executive Director Taras Zalusky is 
based in Ottawa and the organization plans 
to open a public relations office there in 
October.

Errata

by Vladimir Socor
Eurasia Daily Monitor

Russia’s deployment of long-range S-300 
air defenses in Abkhazia is a sui-generis way 
to mark the second anniversary, not only of 
the invasion of Georgia, but also of the armi-
stice agreement that committed Russia to 
withdrawing its forces.

The deployment creates an interdiction 
capability potentially affecting all flight 
paths, including those used by the U.S. and 
NATO, over the adjacent Black Sea area, 
Georgia’s interior and the South Caucasus 
air corridor (Eurasia Daily Monitor, August 
11).

This move exemplifies the entrenchment 
and growth of Russian military power 
beyond Russia’s borders in the Black Sea-
South Caucasus region. This process has 
continued steadily following Russia’s 
August 2008 seizure of Abkhazia and South 
Ossetia from Georgia. One year later, the 
Russian navy had imposed de facto a sweep-
ing redrawing of maritime borders in the 
eastern part of the Black Sea (EDM, 
September 17, 18, 21, 2009).

In April of this year, Moscow induced the 
new Ukrainian government to prolong the 
Russian Black Sea Fleet’s basing rights 
beyond the 2017 deadline that had been 
fixed in the 1997 bilateral treaty. Instead, the 
basing rights have now been prolonged to 
2042, with further five-year extensions pos-
sible to 2047 and thereafter. Meanwhile, the 
2017 deadline remains on paper in the 
Ukrainian Constitution, along with Ukraine’s 
neutrality and a ban on the stationing of for-

Russian military power advancing 
in Black Sea-South Caucasus region

eign forces on its territory. The prolongation 
of Russian basing rights violates all these 
constitutional provisions of Ukraine.

Apart from prolongation, the original bas-
ing treaty remains unchanged. As such it pre-
cludes unilateral expansion, modernization 
or re-arming of the Russian Fleet in Ukraine. 
Nevertheless, the Russian government and 
navy have unilaterally announced ambitious 
plans to add new warships at the Sevastopol 
base in Ukraine, as well as to Russia’s 
Novorossiysk base. Russia also plans to 
reactivate its Soviet-era naval station in 
Tartus, Syria, for use by ships of the Black 
Sea Fleet. Toward that end, a floating naval 
workshop has been dispatched from 
Sevastopol for preparatory work and 
upgrades at Tartus (Interfax, August 6).

On July 30 the Russian government 
announced (and on August 4 and 5 the 
Armenian government confirmed) plans to 
extend the stationing of Russian forces in 
Armenia. Their basing rights are to be pro-
longed beyond the 2017 deadline that had 
been fixed in the 1995 treaty. Instead, their 
basing is to be prolonged to 2044, with fur-
ther extensions possible to 2049 and thereaf-
ter. Moreover, new explicit wording stipu-
lates that the defense of Armenia forms an 
integral part of the Russian troops’ mission 
(Interfax, July 30; PanArmenianNet, 
Armenian Public TV, August 4, 5). 

This newly defined mission can open the 
way for Russian troop reinforcements to be 
deployed, if deemed necessary, to that coun-
try. The new time-frame for Russia’s troop 
presence in Armenia is practically identical 
to that for Russia’s Black Sea Fleet in 
Ukraine.

Russian warships based on Ukrainian ter-
ritory had participated in the attack on 
Georgia in August 2008, landing thousands 
of soldiers there and blockading the coast. 
That action also breached Ukraine’s neutrali-
ty (Russia professes to uphold Ukraine’s 
neutrality only vis-à-vis NATO). 
Underscoring the deficit of hard security in 
the Black Sea, one riparian country violated 
the neutrality of another riparian country in 
order to attack a third riparian country.

Existing arrangements for naval security 
in the Black Sea have proven irrelevant to 
the hard-security challenge. A Russian-
Turkish naval condominium, such as exists 
de facto in the Black Sea, is no answer to 
that challenge. If anything, it has facilitated 
the creation of a Russian de facto zone of 
responsibility in the northern and eastern 
Black Sea from 2008 onward, with forcible 
redrawing of land and maritime borders in 
the east (see above). In the south, the Turkish 
Black Sea Harmony is a maritime surveil-
lance operation, basically confined to the 
approaches to the Bosphorus.

Russia and Turkey have jointly prevented 

While Russia con-
ducts an authentic 
imperial sweep in 
the Black Sea re-
gion, the U.S. and 
NATO seem to be 
absorbing these 
strategic setbacks 
in silence.

(Continued on page 22)
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RFE/RL

PRAGUE – Vasyl Klymentyev was last 
seen on August 11 when he met a col-
league to discuss an article he was writing 
about a local prosecutor and a tax official. 

The editor of Novyi Styl, a weekly 
newspaper in the eastern city of Kharkiv, 
Mr. Klymentyev is a well-known critic of 
the authorities. Police say they suspect he 
may have been killed.

Mr. Klymentyev’s deputy, Petro 
Matviyenko, told RFE/RL’s Ukrainian 
Service that he and Mr. Klymentyev had 
met on August 11 to discuss photographs 
they’d taken of mansions belonging to 
regional tax chief Stanislav Demysiuk and 
other officials.

The authorities say Mr. Klymentyev 
was last seen later that day getting into a 
BMW with an unknown man. A manhunt 
is under way and officials are investigating 
charges of “possible premeditated murder.”

Mr. Klymentyev’s case is raising new 
questions about the state of press free-
dom in Ukraine after pro-Moscow 
President Viktor Yanukovych came to 
power earlier this year in an election that 
repudiated the Orange Revolution and 
its pro-Western leaders. 

Journalists up in arms

Opposition figures say the media crack-
down is part of a wider drive to blunt criti-
cism of the government.

In Kyiv, journalists were planning a 
strike on August 21 to protest the govern-
ment’s decision to withdraw the licenses of 
several television stations, including 
Channel 5 and TVi. The Kyiv-based media 
watchdog Telekritika says those two chan-
nels are the only independent and unbiased 
television stations remaining in the coun-
try.

As of this writing, some of the channels 
have appealed the decision, and a court 
was set to hold hearings on the issue on 
August 26.

TVi director Mykola Kniazhytskyi told 
RFE/RL he’d sent President Yanukovych a 
letter protesting the deteriorating state of 
press freedom in Ukraine.

“I had to inform the president not only 
about our court case, but also about ten-
dencies in the Ukrainian media, where free 
speech is  being violated,” Mr. 
Kniazhytskyi said.

Mr. Yanukovych has denied the accusa-
tions. “Tell me who prevents you from 
writing the truth?” he asked a group of 

reporters on August 18. “Give me their 
names, identify the companies and their 
owners. So far I haven’t received any con-
crete answer.”

But international pressure is starting to 
pile on the Yanukovych administration. On 
August 10 the Vienna-based International 
Press Institute issued an open letter to Mr. 
Yanukovych urging him to respect press 
freedom, citing “a climate of impunity” 
surrounding the increasing numbers of 
attacks on journalists.

Officials from the Parliamentary 
Assembly of the Council of Europe, 
Europe’s main human rights watchdog, 
have also expressed concern over journal-
ists’ complaints about censorship and phys-
ical attacks.

Authoritarian state

Mr. Kniazhytskyi said his letter urged 
Mr. Yanukovych to look at the actions of 
officials connected to his own office.

“I described the fact that several 
groups of influence around the president 
are using absolutely illegal methods and 
non-European practices,  and are 
engaged in conflicts of interests,” Mr. 
Kniazhytskyi said. “They’re pressuring 
the courts, and using the special services 

to fight against journalists. Those groups 
are trying to monopolize power and 
change Ukraine into an authoritarian 
state.”

The European Union and the 
Organization for Security and Cooperation 
in Europe have also criticized the govern-
ment over the media environment in 
Ukraine.

Critics say the government is pressuring 
not only journalists, but also small and 
medium-size businesses, seen as the oppo-
sition’s backbone of support. 

They say the government has also 
moved to control the judicial system by 
giving the president power over the hiring 
and firing of judges.

– written by Gregory Feifer in Prague, 
with material from RFE/RL’s Ukrainian 
Service.

Copyright 2010, RFE/RL Inc. Reprinted 
with the permission of Radio Free Europe/
Radio Liberty, 1201 Connecticut Ave. NW, 
Washington DC 20036; www.rferl.org. 
(See http://www.rferl.org/content/
Disappearance_Raises_Fresh_Questions_
A b o u t _ M e d i a _ C l i m a t e _ I n _
Ukraine/2131276.html.)

Disappearance raises fresh questions about media climate in Ukraine

As Ukraine marks its Independence Day 
on August 24, one analyst says Kyiv’s great-
est accomplishment since independence has 
been “survival.” But he adds that survival is 
not good enough.

Andrew Wilson, the author of books like 
“The Ukrainians: Unexpected Nation” and 
“Ukraine’s Orange Revolution” and a 
senior fellow at the European Council on 
Foreign Relations, talked to RFE/RL’s 
Ukrainian Service correspondent Maryana 
Drach about the high and low points of the 
country’s 19 years of statehood.

According to the latest opinion sur-
veys, 45 percent of Ukrainians have 
doubts about whether Ukraine is truly an 
independent state. What is your view?

In some ways, I might be one of them. I 
might agree that Ukraine has had a very 
mixed record both on state- and nation-
building over the last 19 years. Its economy 
has actually been in trouble recently, and 
with so many sectors falling under Russian 
influence, there is a question mark about 
how economically independent Ukraine 
really is. 

Though, on the other hand, it’s interest-
ing that Ukraine – like a lot of countries in 
the region – has developed a kind of neo-
Titoist [ed: nonaligned] line in foreign poli-
cy. Ukraine doesn’t act like the EU states of 
Central Europe who became member-states 
in 2004-2007. It’s too independent-minded. 
It doesn’t really fulfill the Copenhagen crite-
ria as it should. And Russia also talks of 
states like Ukraine being difficult to influ-
ence or control. 

So in some ways, Ukraine is too indepen-
dent. In some ways, it’s not independent 
enough.

What is the biggest achievement by 
Ukraine during the last 19 years?

Survival. But I remember [former 
President] Leonid Kravchuk citing that in 
1994. So one would have hoped for some-
thing more than mere survival by now. [It is 
an accomplishment that Ukraine has been] 
maintaining relative internal accord, given 
predictions that the state would break up or 
the Crimean succession might turn serious. 
Ukraine has certainly avoided the extreme 
problems of Georgia or even Moldova. 

 [But] there is still a lot to do. Ukraine 
should have done more. Given that, on any 
definition of adulthood, it should have 
achieved a lot more by now.

In which direction do you think 
Ukraine is being led by the new presi-
dent, Viktor Yanukovych?

In terms of how people assess the 
Yanukovych presidency, two things are 
notable or worrying. One is political trends. 
Clearly, Yanukovych would like to establish 
some kind of Putin-like soft authoritarian-
ism. The other is the kind of spread of the 
Beijing consensus. At the moment, regime 
officials talk about European choice, but 
also talk about order and learning from the 
Chinese model. 

So there are some signals that that means 
soft authoritarianism could become a grow-
ing trend in the future. But in both cases, 
this will be a test of the long-standing aca-
demic theory that Ukraine is not Russia. We 
all remember the title of President [Leonid] 
Kuchma’s famous book [“Ukraine Is Not 
Russia”]. 

But that has long been expanded into a 
kind of theory that Ukraine is culturally dif-
ferent, [that] it’s more naturally pluralistic 
than Russia: regionally, economically, in 
terms of their linguistic identity, religion 
even. And for that and other reasons, it is 
therefore much more difficult to consolidate 
power in Ukraine. Over the next few years, 
we will see.

You said that Ukraine could have 
achieved much more during the last 19 
years. What is the European Union’s 
responsibility for the fact that Ukraine 
hasn’t done more?

At some specific historical periods, the 
EU could have done more. Most obviously, 
in the kind of short window of opportunity 
between the Orange Revolution and the 
defeat of the European constitution in the 
referendums in Holland and France in 2005, 
the EU could certainly have reacted more to 
the signals of change given by the Orange 
Revolution – the hope for further change. 

But the EU measures things by results. 
Ukraine’s progress was extraordinarily bad 
under the Orange years most of that time, 

INTERVIEW: Scholar says Ukraine’s 
greatest achievement is ‘survival’

(Continued on page 16)

Following is the English translation of 
P re s i d e n t  Vi k t o r  Ya n u k o v y c h ’s 
Independence Day address delivered on 
August 24 to the Ukrainian nation. The 
text is published as released on August 25 
by the president’s press office.

My Dear Compatriots!
I congratulate you with all my heart on 

a great holiday – the Independence Day of 
Ukraine.

Nineteen years ago, with great hope and 
faith we accepted the challenge of fate – 
we stepped on the path of creating and 
building our own independent state. 
Current times, when we are entering the 
20th year of independence already, are 
special, because the government is doing 
everything so that Ukraine gained eco-
nomic independence. For real indepen-
dence is based on this foundation.

My program of reforms is a program of 
building economically independent 
Ukrainian state.

This is a program of building such 
foundations of independence, that would 
allow making “independent Ukrainian 
state” not just fine words, but the lifestyle 
of all Ukrainian people.

I’m working on implementation of judi-

cial reform, so that people could count on 
honest and fair courts, so that the law and 
human rights became the cornerstone of 
Ukrainian justice – not politics or money.

I’m working on the abolition of the 
draconian licensing system, which is a 
magnet for corruption, which oppresses 
small and medium business, and deters 
foreign investors. I support the develop-
ment of strong and free media, and 
always will, because it is the foundation 
of democracy.

I will not permit the country abandon-
ing the path of democratic reforms in pur-
suit of selfish interests of some irresponsi-
ble politicians. I know that achieving gen-
uine economic independence will demand 
huge efforts and resources.

I understand that the path we have cho-
sen is very difficult and very hard. But 
there is no other way towards true freedom 
and true independence. There is no other 
way to the independent Ukraine, which I 
would like our children to live in.

As president, I will make every effort to 
build such a Ukraine – truly independent, 
truly prosperous, where people can live in 
dignity.

Congratulations to you, dear friends!
Happy Independence Day!

FOR THE RECORD: President Yanukovych’s
Ukrainian Independence Day address

President Viktor Yanukovych addresses the Ukrainian nation on August 24.
Mikhail Markiv/UNIAN
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Michael L. Korchynsky, “rock star of metallurgy,” leader of Ukrainian society
by Timothy McNulty
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette 

PITTSBURGH – Michael L. Korchynsky, a globally 
known specialist in high-strength steel and prominent 
member of Pittsburgh’s Ukrainian community, died 
Thursday [Editor’s note: August 5] after a short illness. 
He was 92. 

Among metallurgists Mr. Korchynsky was considered 
a pioneer in the process of strengthening steel with the 
chemical vanadium, traveling the world from his home 
base in Bethel Park to spread its gospel to rapturous 
crowds of engineers. His personal life too shared that 
pioneer spirit, and was run through with a combination 
of know-how and good luck that marks so many scien-
tific discoveries. 

Consider his upbringing. Due to long-simmering cul-
tural conflicts between speakers of Polish and Ukrainian 
in his native town of Lviv in western Ukraine (the Polish 
city was taken over by the Soviet Union in 1939 
[Editor’s note: Though not a Polish city, Lviv was under 
Polish rule when it was invaded by Soviet forces]), his 
mother took a middle way and sent him to a German-
speaking school. He would come to master at least five 
languages – which would help him navigate war-torn 
Eastern Europe, with his mother in tow, while escaping 
Ukraine and avoiding German forces during World War 
II. 

His career specialty in making better, cheaper steel 
crossed such language barriers – especially in third-
world regions desperate to build infrastructure with steel 
that, through his process, could be doubled in strength 
for only a small increase in cost. 

Terry Perles, an international metals consultant based 
in Upper St. Clair, said he once saw Mr. Korchynsky get 
mobbed by 300 metallurgists and students looking for 
his autograph after a speech in southwest China. 

“He was a rock star of metallurgy,” Mr. Perles said. 
After emigrating to the United States in 1950 – he 

spent the intervening war years working for the U.S. 
Army Corps of Engineers in Germany – Mr. 
Korchynsky had the good fortune to start working for 
Union Carbide, which had a cutting-edge metallurgy lab 

in Niagara Falls, N.Y. 
In 1961, he would go to work for Jones & Laughlin 

Steel Co. on the South Side [Editor’s note: of 
Pittsburgh], which, while relatively small, also had an 
innovative research department. 

He went back to Union Carbide a decade later and 
began his world travels to teach strengthening steel with 
the company’s vanadium-nitrogen alloy. That side of the 
business spun off to become Strategic Minerals Corp. in 
1986, and he remained a consultant for the firm through 
2009. He held six patents. 

“He was extremely well-known here and abroad. He 
was a real visionary,” said Tony DeArdo, a professor of 
materials science and engineering at Pitt who worked for 
Mr. Korchynsky at J&L. 

“There aren’t many original thinkers in any field, and 
he was one.”

Looking back on his years in Europe, and his escape, 

Mr. Korchynsky would often marvel to his children 
about the mix of preparation, instinct and risk that 
marked his life. And again, luck: Friends in Germany 
would introduce him to a young woman named Taisija, 
who after the war would emigrate to Canada while he 
worked across the border in upstate New York. 

“They found each other again and married,” said one 
of their daughters, Marina Korchynsky Morari, of 
Zurich, Switzerland.

The couple would become leaders in Pittsburgh’s 
Ukrainian community, with Mr. Korchynsky becoming a 
founder of the Ukrainian Technological Society and his 
wife a longtime supporter of the area’s Ukrainian school, 
Ridna Shkola, currently based in Carnegie. Mrs. 
Korchynsky died in 2005. 

While proud of Ukraine and his many travels – he 
was lately planning another trip to China – the metallur-
gist was most proud of his adopted city and country and 
the opportunities it offered him after the war, his daugh-
ter said. 

“No matter how many times he went around the 
world, this was his home,” she said. 

In addition to his daughter, Mr. Korchynsky also is 
survived by a son, Michael, of Chicago; another daugh-
ter, Roksana Korchynsky, of Churchill; and two grand-
sons. 

Friends will be received from 2 to 4 p.m. and 6 to 8 
p.m. today [Editor’s note: August 8] at Beinhauer-
Connell Funeral Home, 5120 West Library Ave. in 
Bethel Park and from 2 to 4 p.m. and 7 to 9 p.m. 
Monday [August 9], with a Parastas service set for 7 
p.m. Monday. 

A funeral and burial will be Wednesday [August 11] 
at St. Andrew Memorial Church and Cemetery in South 
Bound Brook, N.J. 

Memorial donations may be made to the Ukrainian 
Academy of Arts and Sciences, 206 W. 100th St., New 
York, NY 10025, or to the UTS Scholarship Fund (refer-
ence: Michael Korchynsky Memorial Scholarship), 
Ukrainian Technological Society, P.O. Box 4277, 
Pittsburgh, PA 15203. 

© Copyright, Pittsburgh Post-Gazette, 2010, all 
rights reserved. Reprinted with permission.

The news obituary above was originally published by 
the Pittsburgh Post-Gazette on August 8. In accordance 
with the reprint permission, The Weekly was not allowed 
to alter or shorten the text. 

Michael L. Korchynsky

OBITUARY

OTTAWA  – The Ukrainian Canadian Congress has 
expressed its dismay regarding the Canadian government’s 
decision to eliminate the long version of next year’s census. 
The UCC added its voice to those of many municipal and 
provincial governments, the former chief statistician of 
Canada, many universities, multicultural and faith groups in 
opposing the decision to cancel the long version of the 2011 
census.

“The census long form allows us to create fact-based, 
long-term planning for the development of programs and 
services in Canada and for the Ukrainian community in par-
ticular. The fact that we know that there are 1.2 million 
Canadians of Ukrainian origin is due to census data,” stated 
UCC National President Paul Grod on July 16. 

“Our ability to implement bilingual school programs, 
conduct fund-raising, deliver programs and services that 
support the needs of our community are all critical to proper 
planning and this data must be fact-based,” he underscored.

In the past, one-fifth of households received the census 
long form, which asked more than 50 questions on subjects 
such as ethnic origin, disability, educational status, house-
hold work, income and housing. 

“It is critical in a country like Canada to have fact-based 
decision-making. The census long form is a key basis upon 
which governments and community groups can design and 
build programs. We ask the government of Canada to recon-
sider this decision and re-institute the Census long form,” 
stated Mr. Grod. 

UCC opposes decision
by Canada to eliminate 
long form for census

(Continued on page 16)
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THE UKRAINIAN NATIONAL ASSOCIATION FORUM

THE UNA: 116 YEARS OF SERVICE TO OUR COMMUNITY

Young UNA’ers

Ryan Joseph Stanko, son of Stefan and 
Meghan Stanko of New Bern, N.C., is a 
new member of UNA Branch 37. He 
was enrolled by his grandparents 

George and Oksana Stanko.

Lilijana J.K. Denford, daughter of 
Tatyana and Thomas Denford of 
London, England, is a new member of 
UNA Branch 13. She was enrolled by her 

grandparents Slava and Myron Bisyk.

UNA Branch 112 of Ohio celebrates its 100th jubilee
by Alice Olenchuk

PARMA, Ohio – The 100th jubilee of 
St. Mary’s Branch 112 of the Ukrainian 
National Association was marked here on 
Sunday, August 1. 

The celebration began with divine lit-
urgy at St. Josaphat Ukrainian Catholic 
Cathedral. A breakfast followed at Mi 
Mi’s Restaurant in Parma; in attendance 
were 23 persons of various ages. The old-
est living member in attendance was 
Dorothy Everett, whose mother became a 
branch member in 1911. Also present was 
member Jennie Bochar, former UNA 
Miss Ukraine and Mrs. Ukraine. 

Taras Szmagala, honorary member of 
the UNA General Assembly, spoke about 
the beginnings of the UNA, and former 
First Vice-President Zenon Holubec 
spoke about the future of the UNA. 

Branch President Nancy Fedak, the 
mistress of ceremonies, spoke about the 
purpose behind the founding of the 
UNA, which was to provide security for 
miners and their families in cases of 
disaster. 

Although the centennial celebration 
was small, it was large in ambience. 

UNA Branch 112 has been known by 
many names in its 100 years of existence. 
A photo from 1911 indicates the name to 
b e  “ S i s t e r h o o d  o f  I m m a c u l a t e 

Members and guests at the centennial celebration of UNA Branch 112.

A photo of branch members from its early history.

Nancy Fedak (left), Midge Szmagala 
(center) and Alice  Olenchuk.

Dorothy Everett (left) and Jennie 
Bochar.

John Olenchuk (left) and Taras 
Szmagala

Conception BVM, Branch No. 112 of the 
Ukrainian National Association” and the 
founding date is given as May 2, 1910. 
Other names were The Holy Virgin 
Society and St. Mary’s, which is the 
name still being used today.

Zenon Holubec
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Two years ago, on September 1, 2008, the Party of Regions of 
Ukraine (PRU) voted to expel Raisa Bohatyriova from its ranks 
after she commented that the party’s chairman, Viktor 
Yanukovych, did not speak for all party members on foreign poli-

cy issues. “…The statement of the leader of the Party of Regions at the present time looks 
like a personal decision,” she said during a luncheon sponsored by the U.S.-Ukraine 
Business Council in Washington on August 29, 2008. The Party of Regions, Ms. 
Bohatyriova commented, “is a large living organism” more inclined to debate the issues 
before announcing a decision. 

Sept
1

2008

Turning the pages back...

The Vienna-based International Press Institute wrote to President Viktor 
Yanukovych on August 10 to cite “the significant deterioration in the press free-
dom environment in Ukraine since you came to office in February 2010,” and 
other groups – inside and outside of Ukraine – have expressed concern about 
censorship and the exertion of political influence over the country’s media. The 
president’s cynical response: There is no censorship in Ukraine. And, if there 
was, it is unlikely such a question could even be posed by journalists.

Over and over, like a broken record, we keep hearing the same words of assur-
ance from Mr. Yanukovych and his close confidante, Hanna Herman. The gov-
ernment will do “everything possible to not allow even the smallest hint of pres-
sure on the media from any direction that they may come from,” the president 
assured the public during his Independence Day address on August 24. In the 
same remarks, Mr. Yanukovych acknowledged “certain obstacles to press free-
dom in certain mass media” can come up against the “fundamental right of a citi-
zen or journalist to freely express his position.”

“But I want to announce, with full responsibility, that the state in no way is 
responsible for such instances,” the president said. “More than likely, these are 
conflicts of interest in business circles and owners of mass media, which opposi-
tion forces are trying to present to the international community as attempts to 
restrict freedom of speech in Ukraine.”

Such repugnant remarks from the Ukrainian president are quickly revealed as 
misleading when considering that the head of the Security Service of Ukraine 
(SBU), Valeriy Khoroshkovsky, is simultaneously the owner of the Inter televi-
sion network, whose broadcasts cast the government exclusively in a favorable 
light. At the same time, opposition leader Yulia Tymoshenko has been cast in a 
negative light on the Inter network for years, even while she was prime minister.

In no other civilized nation in the world is a major television network owner 
moonlighting as the head of its national security arm. Moreover Inter is widely 
accepted as a propaganda arm of the Party of Regions of Ukraine. Therefore, any 
attempt by Mr. Yanukovych to claim that media restrictions are merely a free-
market phenomenon is downright false.

In tapping Mr. Khoroshkovsky for the post of SBU chair, Mr. Yanukovych has 
made the government a direct player in the mass media. That’s even more so 
given that the Inter network is leading the judicial attempt to deny broadcasting 
licenses to two opposition television networks – TVi and 5 Kanal. On August 26, 
yet again the Kyiv Appellate Administrative Court postponed its ruling on the 
matter, hinting that the court is feeling the heat from both sides in the conflict 
and is hesitating in reaching a controversial decision. Perhaps it will wait until 
after the elections are over.

 Unfortunately the mass media and government are inextricably linked in 
present-day Ukraine. Owners of mass media outlets are either politicians them-
selves or enjoy close ties to politicians. Therefore, the censorship that occurs in 
mass media is the direct result of government policy. 

The Holodomor and the Ukrainian liberation movement were fashionable top-
ics during the Orange era. Now they’re tacitly forbidden. A presidential decree 
isn’t necessary to make certain subjects taboo for the media. Make an example of 
one network and the rest will fall in line. That was the case with 1+1 television 
network, when its reporter Myroslav Otkovych raised a protest over the net-
work’s refusal to address the legality of Mr. Yanukovych denying the Holodomor 
as genocide. General Director Oleksander Tkachenko has kept his position, 
while Mr. Otkovych’s future employment remains in question. That’s all that is 
needed for censorship to thrive.

There are other ways to make the mass media aware of what’s acceptable. 
The First National television network broadcast the liturgies of Moscow 

Patriarch Kirill during his July visit, affording him publicity and respect not given 
to Ukraine’s own Christian confessions. Meanwhile the Kyiv Patriarchate had its 
weekly program canceled. On national radio, Volodymyr Yavorivskyi’s fiery, patri-
otic broadcasts about the liberation movement and its heroes have been axed. No 
decrees or resolutions are needed for censorship. The message for all is clear.

More troubling is the fact that Kharkiv newspaper editor Vasyl Klymentyev 
has been missing for two weeks, indicating likely foul play. Rarely were journal-
ists beaten during the Orange era, but now we have cases cropping up every 
month – first in Kolomyia in March (Vasyl Demianiv) and now in 
Dnipropetrovsk this month (Yurii Mykhailovych). To be sure, this doesn’t mean 
the Yanukovych administration committed these acts of violence. But it certainly 
created the authoritarian, mafia-style environment that enabled them to occur. 

For doing so, and for failing to introduce the rule of law and enforce democratic 
institutions – such as a free press – in Ukraine, the Ukrainian government bears 
some responsibility, whether Mr. Yanukovych wishes to acknowledge that or not. 

The media climate in Ukraine
The Ukrainian Weekly

WINDOW ON EURASIA

by Paul Goble

Despite  warming t ies  between 
Moscow and Kyiv following the election 
of Viktor Yanukovych, the Russian mili-
tary is continuing with plans to reduce 
Russia’s dependence on the production of 
the Ukrainian military industrial complex 
by building up plants in the Russian 
Federation which can produce the same 
things.

On the one hand, such steps could be 
an effort by Moscow to put additional 
pressure on Kyiv by threatening to reduce 
Russian purchases in a key sector or sim-
ply be an effort by the Russian high com-
mand to secure greater funding, at least 
part of which would likely end in the 
bank accounts of senior officers.

But on the other hand, and despite the 
opposition of some in the Russian capital, 
these moves appear more likely a reflec-
tion of a growing acceptance by Russian 
leaders that Ukraine will remain indepen-
dent, that Kyiv’s politics are not predict-
able and that, in the future, the Ukrainian 
government will again pursue policies at 
odds with Moscow.

Writing in Nezavisimaya Gazeta, 
Vladimir Mukhin describes some of the 
steps Moscow has already taken in order 
“to reduce its dependence on the military-
industrial potential of Ukraine” and on 
military facilities there at a price that 
some observers consider to be excessive 
and unjustified.

A few days ago, Mr. Mukhin reports, 
Admiral Vladimir Vysotsky, commander 
of the Russian navy, said that “Russia 
will continue construction” of a new avi-
ation training facility in Yeisk in the 
Krasnodar area to be used in place of the 
current Nitka facil i ty located on 
Ukraine’s Crimea peninsula.

And a t  about  the  same t ime, 
Viacheslav Boguslayev, the chairman of 
the board of directors of Ukraine’s Motor 
Sich facility said that the Russian 
Defense Ministry had indicated that it 
would produce motors for helicopters and 
cruise missiles that had been hitherto pro-

duced in his plant in the Leningrad and 
Moscow oblasts.

M a n y  R u s s i a n  e x p e r t s ,  t h e 
Nezavisimaya Gazeta journalist says, find 
“the logic of the Russian military leader-
ship” not very clear because of the enor-
mous amount of money involved in 
building new facilities, funds that they 
say “could be used in other spheres con-
nected with guaranteeing the security of 
the country.”

At present, Mr. Mukhin points out, the 
Nitka facility in Crimea is the only one of 
its kind in the CIS. “But Ukraine doesn’t 
need it because it does not have aircraft 
carriers,” and Russian pilots after the col-
lapse of the USSR almost every year 
have conducted training exercises 
[there],” to the benefit of the Ukrainian 
treasury.

In order to use the Nitka base, Moscow 
has been paying annual rent of $500,000 
(U.S.), a small sum compared to the 15 
billion rubles ($500 million U.S.) the 
planned Krasnodar facility will cost.   If 
Russia continued to rent the Crimea base, 
he points out, it could do so for “more 
than a 100 years” at less cost than the 
new base.

The situation with the replacement fac-
tories for Motor Sich may be even more 
expensive. Not only will the new plants 
have to start almost from square one, but 
the Russian military will lose “the more 
than 50 years of experience” that the 
Ukrainian facility has, something that at 
least a few Russian experts say will take 
a long time to replace.

Among the opponents of these plans 
with whom Mr. Mukhin spoke is 
Vladimir Komoyedov, the former Black 
Sea Fleet commander and now a Duma 
deputy.   He said that trying to replace 
Nitka was “a great stupidity” – Russia 
has only one aircraft carrier, and there 
won’t be another this decade.  “Why 
spend money,” he asked “to replace 
something Russia already has use of?”

Of course, there were problems with 
Kyiv and the use of Nitka when Viktor 
Yushchenko was president, but now that 
is past, Mr. Komoyedov said, “it is better 
to build such military relations with 
Ukraine in order that the character of the 
political regimes [there] won’t influence 
the chance to use their military infrastruc-
ture.”

Ruslan Pukhov, the director of the 
Moscow Center for the Analysis of 
Strategy and Technology, agreed.   While 
it is understandable that Russia would 
want to insure itself against the unexpect-
ed, he said, it would make more sense for 
Moscow to purchase Motor Sich and 
make it “part of the Russian military-
industrial complex.”

Russian military to reduce dependence 
on Ukrainian production and facilities

Paul Goble is a long-time specialist 
on ethnic and religious questions in 
Eurasia who has served in various 
capacities in the U.S. State Department, 
the Central Intelligence Agency and the 
International Broadcasting Bureau, as 
well as at the Voice of America and 
Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty and 
t h e  C a r n e g i e  E n d o w m e n t  f o r 
International Peace. Mr. Goble writes a 
blog called “Window on Eurasia” 
(http://windowoneurasia.blogspot.com/). 
This article above is reprinted with per-
mission.

(Continued on page 10)
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Following is the full text of the statement 
by U.S. Secretary of State Hillary Clinton on 
the occasion of Ukraine’s Independence 
Day. The text was released by the State 
Department on August 23. (A video message 
may be viewed at http://www.state.gov/
video/?videoid=587663945001 and http://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=MfkK9ylB-5Q.

 
C o n g r a t u l a t i o n s ,  a n d  h a p p y 

Independence Day to all Ukrainians. This 
August 24, you celebrate 19 years of inde-
pendence for Ukraine, and you honor the 
democratic values that not only Ukrainians, 
but also Americans, share.

I had the privilege of visiting Ukraine in 
July. I met with your president, foreign min-
ister, university students, so many others 
eager to share their ideas and talents with 
your country. It is a testament to the deter-
mination, persistence, and spirit of the 
Ukrainian people that your country has 
made such remarkable progress in a short 
time. The United States is proud to be your 
partner. We know you will continue work-
ing with the same energy and diligence to 
protect and strengthen your democratic 
institutions, advance civil society, promote 
transparent markets to lay the basis for a 
future of stability and prosperity.

In the coming year, our strategic partner-
ship will enhance cooperation between our 
countries across a broad range of issues 
where we are already working – trade, 

RE-IMAGINING UKRAINE

by Samuel Charap                                   
and Alexandros Petersen

The United States and Russia played a 
grand chess game in Eurasia for nearly two 
decades after the collapse of the Soviet 
Union. U.S. policy toward countries in the 
region essentially became ɒ derivative of 
Russia policy as a result. We failed to forge 
long-term partnerships and instead sought 
leverage, neglecting engagement that pro-
vided no benefit in the push and pull with 
Moscow. Local elites came to see their 
countries more as pawns in this game than 
as fully fledged sovereign states with inde-
pendent policies.

But the Obama administration’s success-
ful “reset” of relations with Russia provides 
an opportunity to rethink our policies 
toward Eurasia, a term we use here to refer 
to the countries of the greater Black Sea 
region and Central Asia. We explain in our 
Foreign Affairs article “Reimagining 
Eurasia,” that a U.S. strategy to reimagine 
Eurasia should be based on three principles:

Å Policy toward Eurasian states should be 
formulated based on their merits, not their 
value as bargaining chips or their relation-
ships with other powers.

Å Engagement should employ all of the 
tools in our toolbox, including diplomatic, 
economic and cultural ones, and not just 
those related to security and natural resourc-
es.

Å U.S. policy should emphasize transpar-
ency and win-win opportunities, while 
simultaneously rejecting Russian notions of 
“spheres of influence” and antiquated zero-
sum arguments from Eurasian governments.

Implementing this strategy will be a chal-
lenge throughout Eurasia, but Ukraine rep-
resents a particularly difficult case. Ukraine 
will always be a sensitive topic for Moscow 
because of its massive symbolic, cultural 
and economic significance for Russia. And 
the Orange Revolution only amplified this 
sensitivity – the Kremlin still considers the 
wave of protests that followed falsification 
of the country’s 2004 presidential poll to be 
a Western plot to undermine its influence.

Zbigniew Brzezinski, in a landmark 
Foreign Affairs article, characterized the 
strategic rationale behind U.S. policy 
toward Ukraine since its independence, 
writing, “Without Ukraine, Russia ceases to 
be an empire, but with Ukraine suborned 
and then subordinated, Russia automatically 
becomes an empire.” 

Analysts justifying U.S. involvement 
today regularly cite Dr. Brzezinski’s argu-
ment even though he wrote these words 
more than 16 years ago. The Kremlin has 
great ambitions for its relationship with 
Kyiv, and the United States certainly must 
remain vigilant. But Ukraine’s indepen-
dence is no longer in question, as was the 
case when Dr. Brzezinski was writing. U.S. 
policy should reflect that reality rather than 
still viewing the country through a Russia-
centric lens.

It is not surprising – with the U.S. 
approach to Ukraine so firmly stuck in the 
past – that policy paralysis set in following 
the January 2010 elections that brought 
President Viktor Yanukovych to power. Mr. 
Yanukovych’s push to improve relations 

with Moscow rendered our approach, which 
essentially rested on the previous leader-
ship’s aspirations for integration into Euro-
Atlantic institutions, irrelevant overnight. 

The debate is now between those who 
advocate punishing Mr. Yanukovych for his 
“pro-Russian” decisions and those who urge 
blind embrace of the new president for fear 
that criticism might push him closer to 
Moscow. Neither position represents an 
effective Ukraine strategy.

The United States should not make poli-
cy based on the notion of Ukraine as geopo-
litical plaything, but should rather see that a 
whole host of U.S. interests are in play in 
this European country with a population 
larger than Spain’s and a landmass nearly 
equal to France’s. Ukraine plays a crucial 
role as a transit country for Russian gas to 
Europe and has huge hydrocarbon reserves 
of its own. It has the potential to be an agri-
cultural powerhouse and is already a leader 
in industries such as metals and chemicals.

Ukraine also features a political system 
that, though deeply flawed, is far more open 
and competitive than its former-Soviet 
neighbors. A successfully consolidated 
democracy there could serve as a powerful 
example. And Ukraine could be a key 
regional security actor since it is both a 
Black Sea littoral state and a party to the 
multilateral process for resolving the frozen 
conflict in neighboring Moldova. It is also 
either the source or transit point for a num-
ber of transnational threats such as prolifera-
tion of nuclear materials, illegal migration, 
human trafficking, narcotics and pandemic 
disease. 

This wide-ranging list of opportunities 
and potential problems calls for broad-based 
engagement with Ukraine – the kind of 
engagement we sorely lack.

The new leadership in Kyiv thinks of 
Ukraine in ways that are in large part a 
product of years of U.S.-Russia tug of war. 
They speak of their country as a “bridge 
between East and West” and have recently 
codified its “non-bloc” status, comparing 
their position to postwar Austria. A Ukraine 
strategy that takes the country on its merits 
would not need to be tailored to Mr. 
Yanukovych’s self-proclaimed geopolitical 
orientation. It would also seek to increase 
U.S. influence there without reference to 
Moscow.

Competing with Russia over Ukraine is a 
futile exercise and a dangerous one since it 
exacerbates already sharp cultural and lin-
guistic divisions within Ukrainian society 
between the southern and eastern regions 
and the population west of the Dnipro. That 
is not to say Washington should turn a blind 
eye if Russia genuinely threatens Ukraine’s 
sovereignty. But Washington and Moscow 
do share an interest in avoiding civil strife in 
Ukraine, and perhaps that would be the 
most effective frame for conversations with 
the Russians.

This outline of a proactive Ukraine poli-
cy is an example of how to begin reimagin-
ing Eurasia. The allegation often heard in 
Washington that President Obama’s reset 
with Russia has come at the expense of U.S. 
ties with the former Soviet states is not only 
false, but it also misses the point. The tired, 
zero-sum framework we now have for U.S. 
engagement in Eurasia will inevitably spark 
a new strategic competition with Moscow, 
erasing the gains of the past year and a half. 
The reset therefore requires a new strategy 
for the region in order to remain successful. 
Our article “Reimagining Eurasia” and this 
case study – as well a second focused on 
Azerbaijan – represent the first steps toward 
developing one.

Building a Ukraine policy
based on today’s strategic realities

FOR THE RECORD

Following is the text of the greeting 
released on August 23 by the Ukrainian 
Canadian Congress on the occasion of 
Ukrainian Independence Day (August 
24). (Editor’s note: Text appearing in 
brackets is a translation of the Ukrainian 
sections of the bilingual greeting.)

ȫɒɟɠɔɟɒ ɕɢɠɞɒɖɠ! Dear Friends!

Ȣɢɚɛɞȹɤɮ ɣɗɢɖɗɩɟȹ ɔȹɤɒɟɟɑ ȹ ɟɒɛɜɢɒɫȹ 
ɡɠɓɒɘɒɟɟɑ ə ɟɒɕɠɖɚ ɔɚəɟɒɩɟɠɕɠ ɣɔɑɤɒ ñ 
ȗɟɑ Ƞɗəɒɝɗɘɟɠɣɤɚ Ȧɜɢɒȿɟɚ. [Please 
accept sincere greetings and best wishes 
on the occasion of an exceptional holiday 

– Ukraine’s Independence Day.]
It is an honor and a pleasure on behalf 

of the Ukrainian Canadian Congress and 
all its member-organizations to extend 
greetings and best wishes to the 
Ukrainian Canadian community and the 
people of Ukraine on the occasion of the 
19th anniversary of Ukraine’s indepen-
dence. 

As Ukraine grapples with its difficult 
history and struggles to develop a 
Ukrainian national identity, it is incum-
bent upon all of us to proactively engage 
the people and government of Ukraine. 

On the 19th anniversary of Ukraine’s independence

U.S. Secretary of State’s message
 on Ukrainian Independence Day 

Samuel Charap is Associate Director for 
Russia and Eurasia at the Center for 
American Progress, and Alexandros 
Petersen is a senior fellow at the Atlantic 
Council.

This article was created by the Center 
for American Progress. It appeared on 
August 23 on the center’s website, www.
americanprogress.org.

investment, economic growth, energy coop-
eration, political dialogue, the rule of law, 
regional security and territorial integrity. We 
will also explore ways to expand our peo-
ple-to-people exchanges.

The United States has stood by Ukraine 
and the people of Ukraine since indepen-
dence, and we will continue to support you 
as you work to achieve the full benefits of 
democracy and all of the blessings that go 
with it.

U.S. Secretary of State Hillary Clinton
Department of State

To The Weekly Contributors:
We greatly appreciate the materials – feature articles, news stories, press clippings, letters to 
the editor, etc. – we receive from our readers. In order to facilitate preparation of The Ukrainian 
Weekly, we ask that the guidelines listed below be followed.

•  Persons who submit any materials must provide a complete mailing address and daytime 
phone number where they may be reached if any additional information is required.
•  News stories should be sent in not later than 10 days after the occurrence of a given event.
•  All materials must be typed and double-spaced.
•  Photographs (originals only, no photocopies or computer printouts) submitted for publica-
tion must be accompanied by captions. Photos will be returned only when so requested  and 
accompanied by a stamped, addressed envelope. 
•  Full names (i.e., no initials) and their correct English spellings must be provided.
•  Newspaper and magazine clippings must be accompanied by the name of the publication 
and the date of the edition.
•  Information about upcoming events must be received one week before the date of The 
Weekly edition in which the information is to be published.
•  Unsolicited materials submitted for publication will be returned only when so requested  and 
accompanied by a stamped, addressed envelope.

MAILING ADDRESS: The Ukrainian Weekly, 2200 Route 10, P.O. Box 280, Parsippany, NJ 07054.
E-MAIL SUBMISSIONS: Materials may be sent to The Weekly also via e-mail to the address 
staff@ukrweekly.com. 
Please call or send query via e-mail before electronically sending anything other than Word 
documents. This applies especially to photos, as they must be scanned according to our spec-
ifications in order to be properly reproduced in our newspaper. 
Any questions? Call 973-292-9800.

(Continued on page 10)



No. 35THE UKRAINIAN WEEKLY      SUNDAY, AUGUST 29, 20108

Areta Bojko of Glastonbury, Conn., is crowned Miss Soyuzivka 2011
KERHONKSON, N.Y. – Areta Bojko 

of Glastonbury, Conn., an incoming 
freshman at Fordham University, was 
crowned as Miss Soyuzivka 2011 during 
the annual festivities held at the 
Soyuzivka Heritage Center on Saturday 
evening,  August 14.

Christine Ann Platosz of New Britain, 
Conn., was selected as first runner-up, 
while Ukrainian-born sisters Tetyana and 
Iryna Bodnar of Kent, Ohio, were both 
named as second runners-up. 

The new representative of the 
Ukrainian National Association’s upstate 
New York center was crowned by her 
predecessor, Miss Soyuzivka 2010 Emilia 
Kuzemka. Miss Kuzemka also delivered 
a well-received farewell address.

Miss Bojko, 18, is a 2010 graduate of 
East Catholic High School, where she 
was a member of the National Honor 
Society and the math team, played varsity 
volleyball, and was president of the 
Student Government. She will be pursu-
ing pre-med studies at Fordham. 

Miss Bojko is active in Plast Ukrainian 
Scouting Organization, the Syzokryli 
Ukrainian dance ensemble, having 
advanced from the Zolotyj Promin dance 
troupe based in Hartford, Conn. She com-
pleted her comprehensive Ukrainian stud-
ies exam (“matura”) with top grades, and 
plays the piano. Her parents are Dr. 
Andrij and Irena Bojko. She is a member 
of UNA Branch 277.

Miss Platosz, 20, daughter of Adam 
Platosz and Ann Szysz-Platosz, is a 
junior majoring in marketing at Central 
Connecticut State University. She is an 
act ive member of  the Ukrainian 
American Youth Association, who has 
served as a counselor at the organiza-
tion’s summer camps, and is a member of 
the Zolotyj Promin dance ensemble. She 
was a volunteer for Ukrainian National 
Women’s League of America Branch 95 
at the Ukrainian Cultural Festivals at 
Soyuzivka in 2009 and 2010. 

Miss Platosz plays the flute, piano, bass 
and guitar, and is a member of a marching 
band, as well as a cheerleading coach. She 
contributes her time to the American 
Cancer Society’s “Relay for Life.” She is a 
member of UNA Branch 254.

The Bodnar sisters, 21-year-old Tetyana 
and 19-year-old Iryna, were born in 
Chervonoarmiysk, Ukraine, and emigrated 
to the United States with their parents, 
Volodymyr and Natalia Bodnar, in 1995. 
They are members of UNA Branch 88.

Tetyana Bodnar is a senor majoring in 
biochemistry and pre-med studies at Kent 
State University. She is a member of the 
National Society of Collegiate Scholars, the 
American Medical Student Association. 
She has contributed more than hours of vol-
unteer service during the past year to such 
institutions at Robinson Memorial Hospital 
and the Taras Shevchenko School of 
Ukrainian Studies in Parma, Ohio.

She is a Dean’s List student, a winner 

First runner-up Christine Ann Platosz.

Second runners-up Iryna and Tetyana Bodnar.

Miss Soyuzivka 2011 Areta Bojko.

Finalists, judges and representatives of Soyuzivka and the Ukrainian National Association at the annual Miss Soyuzivka fes-
tivities: (from left) Stephanie Hawryluk, Roman Hirniak, Nestor Paslawsky, Iryna Bodnar, Tetyana Bodnar, Areta Bojko, 

Stefan Kaczaraj, Christine Ann Platosz, Michael Koziupa, Bohdana Puzyk and Lidia Chopivsky-Benson.

First runner-up Christine Ann Platosz 
dances with UNA First Vice-President 

Michael Koziupa.

The new Miss Soyuzivka, Areta Bojko, 
waltzes with UNA President Stefan 

Kaczaraj.

Tanya Soltys

of the Undergraduate 
Chemistry Award 
and has an honors 
scholarship at Kent 
State. She was vale-
dictorian of the class 
of 2007 at Theodore 
R o o s e v e l t  H i g h 
School, and complet-
ed her Ukrainian 
studies matura. She 
enjoys Ukrainian 
c r a f t s  s u c h  a s 
embro ide ry  and 
making “gerdany.”

Iryna Bodnar also 
is a student at Kent 
State University. 
Like her sister, she 
has put in many 
hours of volunteer 
work at Robinson 
Memorial Hospital 
a n d  t h e  Ta r a s 
Shevchenko School 
of Ukrainian Studies. 
She plays the violin 
and embroiders.

Among her aca-
The judges were introduced to 

Soyuzivka guests during the course of the 
evening dance by UNA Treasurer Roma 
Lisovich. Also introduced was contest 
coordinator Stephanie Hawryluk, who is 
also an advisor on the UNA General 
Assembly.

Ms. Lisovich also had the honor of 
announcing the Miss Soyuzivka pageant 
results, while UNA President Stefan 
Kaczaraj addressed the audience.

Once the winner received their regalia, 
it was time for a turn on the dance floor. 

Mr. Kaczaraj danced with the new Miss 
Soyuzivka, UNA First Vice-President 
Michael Koziupa with the first runner-up, 
and  Soyuzivka  Manager  Nes tor 
Paslawsky and Mr. Hirniak with the two 
second runners-up.

Music that evening was provided by 
the Tempo Orchestra, a Soyuzivka favor-
ite for decades.

Also instrumental in making the eve-
ning a success were Soyuzivka’s office 
manager, Sonia Semanyszyn, and its pho-
tographer/webmaster, Tanya Soltys.

demic honors are inclusion on the Dean’s 
List and the President’s List, the Trustees 
Scholarship and the B.S./M.D. Honors 
Scholarship. She was valedictorian of her 
high school class in 2009.

The decisions on Miss Soyuzivka and 
her runners-up were made by a panel of 
judges that included Bohdana Puzyk, 
director of Soyuzivka’s Heritage Camps; 
Lidia Chopivsky-Benson, a former Miss 
Soyuzivka; Roman Hirniak, director of 
the School of Ukrainian Studies in South 
Bound Brook, N.J.
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searches, alleged wiretapping, arrests and 
prosecution for alleged crimes. These 
incidents are then well-publicized in the 
media controlled by the Party of Regions 
of Ukraine, such as the Inter television 
network and the Segodnya newspaper. 

“Corruption accusations and prosecu-
tions are used to encourage the others [in 
government],” said Ivan Lozowy, presi-
dent of the Institute of Statehood and 
Democracy in Kyiv. “It’s a mafia-like 
approach – to become the new boss and 
encourage the others to fall in line or get 
out of the way.”

Independence activists

Å Oleksander Hudyma is a leading 
activist against illegal construction in cen-
tral Kyiv. He was arrested on March 14 for 
allegedly assaulting a security guard dur-
ing a conflict with residents. Prosecutors 
added the charge of resistance to police in 
July, which Mr. Hudyma said happened 
because the authorities couldn’t find evi-
dence of assault. He faces a sentence of 
two to five years’ imprisonment. Among 
the targets of his protests is Nvyer 
Mkhitarian, a Kyiv real estate developer 
and national deputy of the Party of 
Regions. A fierce opponent of the 
Ukrainian Orthodox Church – Moscow 
Patriarchate, Mr. Hudyma led a February 
25 protest against Patriarch Kirill’s visit, 
during which he was arrested. He served 
as a national deputy in the first convoca-
tion of the Verkhovna Rada.

Å Aleksey Makarov is a political dissi-
dent and critic of the government of 
Russian Federation Prime Minister 
Vladimir Putin. The 22-year-old Russian 
citizen was arrested in Odesa on April 17 
for his alleged role in an attack against 
the headquarters of Rodina, a political 
party whose registration was revoked by 
Ukraine’s Ministry of Justice in October 
2008. Rodina rejects Ukrainian indepen-
dence and identity. Mr. Makarov said he 
didn’t participate in the attack and is in 
fact being persecuted by the Russian gov-
ernment in Ukraine with the help of 
Odesa law enforcement authorities. The 
Federal Security Service (FSB) of Russia 
targeted Mr. Makarov for his political 
activity with the anti-Putin National 
Bolshevik Party, for which he spent two 
years in prison before his release in 2008. 
He fled to Ukraine in search of political 
asylum in January 2009. He remains 
incarcerated and claims to have been 
beaten and denied food and sleep.

The Tymoshenko group

Arrests of officials who served in the 
Tymoshenko government are intended to 
extract information that will provide 
“kompromat” (or compromising informa-
tion) against Ms. Tymoshenko or her 
right-hand man Oleksander Turchynov, 
which would lead to their arrest, Mr. 
Lozowy said.

Far more officials would have been 
arrested if the Yanukovych administration 
were truly interested in punishing corrupt 
Orange officials, he said. 

“The decision was made to dig in the 
past, based on how she shafted them [the 
current government],” Mr. Lozowy said. 
“She put the whole country up the creek 
for her successors, borrowing and wast-
ing money inordinately. They’re upset by 
how she shafted them.”

Authorities won’t risk arresting Ms. 
Tymoshenko because that would only re-
ignite her political popularity, numerous 
observers said. Instead SBU officials are 
targeting Mr. Turchynov for arrest and 
prosecution, reported Focus magazine, a 
weekly published in the Russian lan-
guage.

“The procurator general is resolving a 
single task – to find kompromat on 

Turchynov,” Yurii Lutsenko, leader of the 
People’s Self-Defense, told the Segodnya 
newspaper. “Under Tymoshenko, all 
these people worked in state organs that 
exchanged letters with Turchynov. Now 
perhaps they’re forcing them to testify 
against him. The likelihood of his arrest 
is high.”

Å Bohdan Danylyshyn was minister of 
the economy under former Prime 
Minister Tymoshenko. The procurator 
general of Ukraine declared an interna-
tional search for Mr. Danylyshyn on 
August 19 after he ignored several sum-
mons for questioning. He’s accused of 
engaging in corruption that cost the state 
$570,000 in selecting a contractor rather 
than conducting an open tender on the 
construction of a parking garage at Kyiv 
Boryspil airport. He’s accused also of 
making a large purchase of diesel fuel, 
without a tender, at a cost of $1.8 million 
to the state. The SBU has conducted 
aggress ive  searches  agains t  Mr. 
Danylyshyn, including his former offices 
and a bank safe in Kyiv. His former co-
workers have been questioned in the 
investigations. Mr. Danylyshyn’s where-
abouts remain unknown.

Å Ihor Didenko was first deputy chair 
of Naftohaz Ukrainy under former Prime 
Minister Tymoshenko. The Security 
Service of Ukraine (SBU) arrested Mr. 
Didenko on July 9 for a series of alleged 
economic crimes, it was reported. 
Specifically Mr. Didenko was among 
those officials in the Tymoshenko gov-
ernment who are said to have aided in 
claiming state ownership of 11 billion 
cubic meters of natural gas, which was 
also claimed by RosUkrEnergo, an 
opaque intermediary controlled by oli-
garchs and megamillionaires loyal to the 
Party of Regions, Dmytro Firtash and 
Yurii Boiko (the current minister of fuel 
and energy). He remains in solitary con-
finement without bail since he has a resi-
dence in Spain where he spent many 
years. Mr. Didenko was convicted in 
2004 of stealing millions of Euros that 
were to be paid to Ukraine’s ostarbeiters 
by the German government and was sen-
tenced to four years in prison. The con-
viction was overturned by the Supreme 
Court of Germany in 2006.

Å Valerii Ivaschenko was vice-minister 
of defense in the Tymoshenko govern-
ment. The procurator general arrested Mr. 
Ivaschenko on August 25, accusing him 
of conducting a stock dilution of the 
Feodosiya Mechanical Ship Factory, 
enabling the illegal privatization of facto-
ry workshops and ship moorings at a cost 
of $2.2 million to the state. Tymoshenko 
Bloc National Deputy Andrii Senchenko 
of Symferopol allegedly benefited from 
the illegal sale, reported Dzerkalo 
Tyzhnia, citing a source in the Procurator 
General’s Office. At the time, military 
officials refused to approve the sale, say-
ing it violated the law. The case is being 
pursued by military prosecutors, who are 
a l so  inves t iga t ing  whe the r  Mr. 
Ivaschenko was pressured to carry out the 
sale.

Å Vasyl Kuibida was minister of 
regional development and construction 
u n d e r  f o r m e r  P r i m e  M i n i s t e r 
Tymoshenko. A July 15 court hearing was 
held to determine whether Mr. Kuibida 
illegally hired an oblast official without a 
required publicly announced competition 
for the post. Mr. Kuibida acknowledged 
making such a hire, but insists it was 
legal. He said he was called in for ques-
tioning by the SBU after returning from 
Lviv, where he held consultations to con-
sider running for mayor in the October 31 
elections. “This simply leads to the con-
clusion that this is a set-up,” he said at 
the time. “Part of what was discussed 
simply had no relation to the accusa-
tions.” The SBU has since been tracking 
his wife, he alleged on August 17.

Å Anatolii Makarenko was State 

Customs Service chair under former 
Prime Minister Tymoshenko. The SBU 
arrested Mr. Makarenko on June 23, cit-
ing his key role in the Tymoshenko gov-
ernment’s allegedly illegal confiscation 
of 11 billion cubic meters of natural gas 
that was claimed by RosUkrEnergo. Mr. 
Makarenko is being held in a prison cell 
with six others, among them accused rap-
ists and murderers, said Serhii Soboliev, a 
Tymoshenko Bloc deputy. “It’s under-
stood that all this is being done with a 
single goal – to morally and physically 
break Makarenko,” he said. “It didn’t 
work.” Other reports said Mr. Makarenko 
is being held in an elite, comfortable cell 
with another high-profile prisoner, former 
Lviv Appellate Judge Ihor Zvarych, 
arrested on bribery charges.

Å Andrii Senchenko is chair of the 
Batkivschyna party in the Autonomous 
Republic of Crimea. The procurator gen-
eral has accused Mr. Senchenko of ille-
gally privatizing workshops and ship 
moorings belonging to the Feodosiya 
Mechanical Ship Factory, at a cost of 
$2.2 million to the state. SBU agents ille-
gally raided his two Symferopol offices 
on August 11, he alleged, confiscating 
documents and planting bugs. Observers 
said Mr. Senchenko, who has yet to be 
arrested, is being targeted because he 
owns an influential local television net-
work. Tax officials confiscated the 
Chornomorska Television and Radio 
Company’s financial statements and 
equipment, Mr. Senchenko alleged on 
August 18. “The government, with the 
held of the SBU, is trying to destroy 
truthful mass media,” he said. 

Å Roman Zvarych is a national deputy 

(Continued from page 1)
Yanukovych administration...

Former Naftohaz Ukrainy Chair First 
Deputy Chair Ihor Didenko has been 
incarcerated since July 9 as part of 
government attempts to obtain com-
promising information on opposition 
leader Yulia Tymoshenko, according to 

observers.

Nationalist activist Mykola Kokhanivskyi 
is still being prosecuted for his June 2009 
defacement of the statue of Vladimir 

Lenin in central Kyiv.

Former State Customs Service Chair 
Anatolii Makarenko has been incarcer-
ated since June 23 as part of government 
attempts to obtain compromising infor-
mation on opposition leader Yulia 

Tymoshenko, observers said.

National Deputy Roman Zvarych (seen 
here in a file photo from 2006) said he and 
his wife Svitlana are under intense pres-
sure from the Security Service of Ukraine 
(SBU) because he chairs the temporary 
parliamentary committee to review the 
Stockholm Arbitration Court’s decision in 

favor of RosUkrEnergo.

Andrii Mokhnyk (seen in a file photo 
from 2007), chair of the Kyiv Oblast 
Organization of the Svoboda nationalist 
party, was arrested twice for protesting 
the policies of the Yanukovych adminis-

tration.

InterfaxZenon Zawada

Interfax

Zenon Zawada

Zenon Zawada

with the Our Ukraine–People’s Self-
Defense Bloc. SBU officials have applied 
immense pressure against Svitlana 
Zvarych, the deputy’s wife, and her firm, 
Ukrainian National Information Systems, 
Mr. Zvarych told a July 22 press confer-
ence. The pressure came after Mr. 

(Continued on page 19)
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Soccer

Å Dynamo Kyiv is in the last leg of the 
qualifying round of the UEFA Champions 
League. Dynamo tied against Dutch soccer 
club AFC Ajax 1-1 on August 17 at Valeriy 
Lobanovsky Stadium in Kyiv. Denys 
Garmash was sent off in the 56th minute 
after a second yellow-card offense. Oleh 
Gusev scored in the 66th minute in response 
to Ajax’s opening goal in the 57th minute by 
Jan Vertonghen. Dynamo lost 1-2 against 
Ajax in a follow up match on August 25 at 
Amsterdam Arena in the Netherlands. Luis 
Suarez scored in the 43rd minute and 
Mounir El Hamdaoui followed up for the 
Dutch with another goal in the 75th minute. 
Andriy Shevchenko scored for Dynamo on a 
penalty kick in the 84th minute. With this 
loss, the Ukrainian club was eliminated from 
the group stage.

Å Ukraine is represented in the UEFA 
Europa League by Dnipro Dnipropetrovsk, 
Karpaty Lviv, Metalist Kharkiv and Tavriya 
Symferopol. The results of the first leg of the 
competition were: Tavriya vs Leverkusen 
(0-3, first match), Lech vs Dnipro (0-1), and 
Karpaty vs Galatasaray (2-2), Metalist vs 
Omonia (1-0). Results of the second leg, 
held on August 26, will be included in the 
next sports update. 

Å The Football Federation of Ukraine 
(FFU) rejected coach Myron Markevych’s 
resignation as head coach of Ukraine’s 
national soccer team, it was reported on 
August 25. Officials cited the lack of 
grounds for dismissal, as stipulated in 
Articles 38 and 39 of the Labor Code. 
Markevych said that his decision to leave 
was because of what he called “interference” 
from the FFU in his coaching of the team.

Boxing

Å Oleksandr Dmytrenko (30-1, 20 KO) 
defeated Yaroslav Zavorotny (14-5, 12 KO) 
by TKO in the fifth round and won the 
heavyweight European Boxing Union title 
on August 2 in Hamburg, Germany. 
Dmytrenko will defend his title against 
Britain’s Audley Harrison. A date and time 
will be announced on September 3.

Å The WBC heavyweight champion Vitali 
Klitschko (40-2, 38 KO) will fight American 
Shannon Briggs (51-5-1, 45 KO) on October 
16 at the O2 World Arena in Hamburg, 
Germany. The fight deal was signed in late 
July, but had not been confirmed until 
August.

Å Wladimir Klitschko (54-3, 48 KO) and 
Samuel Peter (34-3, 27 KO) of Nigeria have 
agreed to a bout on September 11 in 
Germany. The contract has yet to be signed, 
but the fight is scheduled to take place at 
Commerzbank-Arena, in Frankfurt, 
Germany. Klitschko, the IBF, IBO and 
WBO champion, was scheduled to fight 
Alexander Povetkin of Russia, but the 
Russian’s trainer, Teddy Atlas, reportedly felt 
that the challenger was not ready for the title 
shot. Klitschko was recently named among 
the world’s top 10 boxers by The Ring mag-
azine.

Å Former WBA light welterweight cham-
pion Andriy Kotelnik (31-4-1, 13 KO) lost 
his August 7 fight against WBC and IBF title 
holder Devon Alexander (21-0, 13 KO) in 
St. Louis on August 7. Critics allege that if 
Kotelnik fought Alexander in any place else, 
as St. Louis is Alexander’s hometown, 
Kotelnik would have been declared the win-
ner. Alexander is promoted by Don King, 
which some alleged was a factor in the judg-
es’ decision. Kotelnik said he wants a 
rematch against Amir Khan (23-1, 17 KO), 
the WBA light welterweight champion.

Swimming

Olha Beresnyeva won the gold medal in 
the women’s 25-kilometer open-water race 
at the 30th European Swimming 
Championships on Lake Balaton in 
Balatonfured, Hungary, on August 4-15. The 
Ukrainian defeated Angela Maurer of 
Germany by 0.1 seconds, finishing the race 
in 5:48:10.2. Daria Yushko and Kseniya 
Sydorenko won bronze medals in women’s 
duet free routine synchronized swimming, 
finishing with 93.4 points and Ukraine’s 
national swimming team won bronze in the 
free combination event. Lolita Ananasova 
won the bronze medal in the solo technical 
routine event with 93 points. Illya Kvasha 
and Oleksiy Pryhorov won the men’s 
3-meter synchronized springboard event. 
Kvasha also won the gold medal in the 
1-meter men’s springboard event. 

Youth Olympics

Ukraine won 33 medals, including nine 
gold, nine silver and 15 bronze medals, at 
the Youth Olympic Games in Singapore on 
August 14-26. At press time, Ukraine was in 
fourth place, represented by 55 athletes. 
China was in first place, followed by Russia 
and South Korea.

Olympics

Serhiy Bubka, president of the National 
Olympic Committee of Ukraine, told 
President Viktor Yanukovych on August 4 
that Ukraine should consider hosting the 
2022 Winter Olympic Games in the 
Carpathian Mountains. “By 2014 we should 
prepare all the information and improve our 
infrastructure so that in 2014 we can bid to 
stage the Winter Olympic Games,” Mr. 
Bubka said. “We just need to examine all of 
the requirements thoroughly, which we have 
to know in order to ensure that within four 
years we can make the first steps and devel-
op infrastructure required for us to submit 
the bid.”

Athletics

Ukraine’s athletes won six medals at the 
European Athletics Championship in 
Barcelona, Spain, on July 27 through August 
1. Olha Saladukha won gold in the women’s 
triple jump, and Olesia Povkh, Natalia 
Pohrebniak, Maria Remen and Yelyzaveta 
Bryzhina won the women’s 4 x 100-meter 
relay. Bryzhina also won silver in the wom-
en’s 200-meter race. Maksym Mazuryk won 
silver in the men’s pole vault, and Natalia 
Dobrynska won silver in the women’s hep-
tathlon. Stanislav Melnykov won bronze in 
the men’s 400-meter hurdles. Ukraine is in 
seventh place in team standings.

Triathlon

Yuliya Sapunova won the sixth round of 
the 2010 ITU Triathlon World Cup in 
Tiszaujvaros, Hungary, on August 9. The 
course featured a 1.5-kilometer swim, a 
42.6-kilometer bike ride and a 10-kilometer 
run. Sapunova finished two seconds ahead 
of her nearest competitor, Jodie Swallow of 
Britain.

Quadrathlon

Anatoliy Nesterov won the World 
Quadrathlon Championships held in 
Sedlcany, Czech Republic, on August 11. 
Nesterov finished the course, which included 
a 1.5-kilometer swim, a 7-kilometer kayak, 
40-kilometer cycle and a 10-kilometer run, 
three minutes before his nearest rival. 

Wrestling

Vasyl Rachiba (84 kg) won the silver 
medal, and Ruslan Israfilov (60 kg) and 
Armen Vardanyan (66 kg) won bronze med-
als at the Pytlasinski Internaitonal Greco-
Roman Wrestling Tournament in Raciborz, 

Poland, on July 31 through August 1. 
Ukraine won third place in team competi-
tion.

Shooting

Ukraine’s shooting team won five gold, 
six silver and 12 bronze medals at the 50th 
ISSF World Championship in Munich, 
Germany, on July 29 through August 11. 
Ukraine finished in fifth place with 23 med-
als.

Chess

Å Grandmaster Mykhailo Brodsky won 
third place at the Miguel Najdorf Memorial 
International Chess Festival in Warsaw, 
Poland, on July 17-25. The tournament was 
held according to the Swiss system, with 
nine sets involving 92 chess players.

Å Grandmaster Ruslan Ponomariov won 
the Sparkassen Chess-Meeting in Dortmund, 
Germany, on July 15-25. The Ukrainian 
scored 6.5 out of 10 points.

Fencing

Dmytro Boiko, Oleh Shturbabin, Andriy 
Yahodka and Dmytro Pundyk won the silver 
medal in the men’s team division at the 
European Fencing Championship held in 
Leipzig, Germany, on July 17-22. Along 
their way to victory, the Ukrainian team 
defeated Spain 45-39, Romania 45-44 and 
Russia 45-44. In the final match Ukraine 
defeated Italy 45-28. In individual competi-
tion, Shturbabin won the bronze medal in the 
men’s saber event.

Climbing

The Donetsk Metallurgical Plant deliv-
ered a five-kilogram bell that was cast for 
Donetsk mountain climbers to take with 
them on their trip to Antarctica. Serhiiy 
Kovaliov, lead climber, as part of the pro-
gram titled “The Coal of Donbas – On Peaks 

of the World” will bring the bell to the 4,000-
meter peak. The bell was designed by Yulia 
Adreyeva, who included an icon of the 
Mother of God of Kazan and the Archangel 
Michael. The bell was inscribed with the 
words by St. Sergius of Radonezh: “With 
unity we shall be saved. Together we will 
win.” Then the bell will be kept at the only 
Orthodox church in Antarctica – the Church 
of the Holy Trinity.

Paralympics

The Ukrainian Paralympic team has won 
47 medals at the IPC World Swimming 
Campionship in Eindhoven, the Netherlands, 
on August 15-21. In the team medal count, 
Ukraine topped the list with 18 gold, 17 sil-
ver and 12 bronze medals. Ukraine was fol-
lowed by the United States and Russia. The 
competiton attracted more than 50 countries.

Ballroom dance

Serhiy Bezprozvanny and Olha 
Dedushkevych won the Adult Latin-A event 
at the 24th German Open Championships 
held in Stuttgart, Germany, on August 24. In 
other events, Maksym Kravchenko and 
Kateryna Petrova, and Roman Herbey and 
Hanna Kravchenko won bronze medals. The 
competition attracted 4,683 dance couples 
from more than 40 countries.

Paddlesports

Inna Osypenko-Radmoska won the gold 
medal in the 500-meter solo kayak event, a 
silver in the 200-meter solo kayak event and 
Yuriy Cheban won a bronze medal in the 
men’s 200-meter solo canoe event at the ICF 
Canoe Sprint World Championships in 
Poznan, Poland, on August 24. In team com-
petition, Oleksandr Maksymchuk, Yuriy 
Cheban, Stanislav Shymansky and 
Viacheslav Tsekhosh won silver medals in 
the men’s canoe relay event.

– compiled by Matthew Dubas

Taras Chornovil, also a member of the 
PRU, supported Georgia’s territorial integri-
ty and was cited in Ms. Bohatyriova’s com-
mentary, which she said suggests that “a 
collective decision about that conflict will 
differ from that of the party leader” and that 
Mr. Yanukovych would accept the decision 
of the majority.

Ms. Bohatyriova was already on thin ice 
with the party when she agreed to serve as 
secretary of the National Security and 
Defense Council (NSDC) in President 
Viktor Yushchenko’s administration, where 
she supported the president’s pro-Western 
position on security, defense and foreign 
policy issues. This was in clear conflict with 
the PRU’s Russian-aligned stance.

During the luncheon in Washington, Ms. 
Bohatyriova also commented on the threat 
of a Russian attack on Ukraine. In August 
2008 Georgia was invaded by Russia, and 
the territories of South Ossetia and 
Abkhazia, occupied by Russian troops, were 

recognized by Moscow as independent.
“I understand that, as an experienced pol-

itician and expert, Raisa Vasylivna can’t 
understand what the reaction will be from 
the party’s leader and the party itself,” Mr. 
Yanukovych said.

Ms. Bohatyriova also expressed support 
for Ukraine joining NATO and pursuing a 
Membership Action Plan. 

In response to her expulsion from the 
party, Ms. Bohatyriova stated on September 
3, 2008, that this move by the PRU leader-
ship threw into question the party’s demo-
cratic values and development, as well as 
the right to have an alternative view.

Borys Kolesnikov, a PRU national depu-
ty who represents business interests in 
Ukraine’s Parliament and stated his willing-
ness to work with the West, said he support-
ed Ms. Bohatyriova and was against her 
expulsion. “She did a lot for the party, and 
for [Rinat] Akhmetov, she will always be a 
close person,” Mr. Kolesnikov said.

Source: “Party of Regions expels 
Bohatyriova,” by Zenon Zawada, The 
Ukrainian Weekly, September 7, 2008.

(Continued from page 6)

Turning the pages...

There is no question that a meaningful 
relationship with Ukraine will help to 
spur its democratic development and 
have a positive influence on our commu-
nity and for the future of Ukraine for 
decades to come. 

ȕ ɨɗɛ ɣɔɑɤɜɠɔɚɛ ɖɗɟɮ ɓɒɘɒɰ ɥɣȹɞ 
ɥɜɢɒȿɟɨɑɞ ɫɒɣɤɑ, ɢɠɖɚɟɟɠɕɠ ɖɠɓɢɠɓɥɤɥ 
ɤɒ ɟɒɣɟɒɕɚ ȹ ɣɚɝɚ ɡɢɒɨɰɔɒɤɚ ɟɒ ɓɝɒɕɠ 

ɥɜɢɒȿɟɣɮɜɠȿ ɖɗɢɘɒɔɚ ɤɒ ɟɒɪɠɕɠ ɟɒɢɠɖɥ. 
[On this holiday, I wish all Ukrainians 
good fortune, well-being for your fami-
lies, and enthusiasm and strength to work 
for the good of the Ukrainian state and 
our nation.]

Cɝɒɔɒ Ȧɜɢɒȿɟȹ ð ɣɝɒɔɒ ɥɜɢɒȿɟɣɮɜɠɞɥ 
ɟɒɢɠɖɠɔȹ! [Glory to Ukraine ð glory to 
the Ukrainian nation!]

Ukrainian Canadian Congress
Paul Grod, national president

(Continued from page 7)

On the 19th...
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It took nine decades, but the fabulous graphic artwork 
of one of Ukraine’s greatest artists, Mykola Ivasiuk, has 
finally appeared on functioning Ukrainian stamps as he 
had intended.

Background

It was in the fall of 1920 that the artist accepted a com-
mission to design a new series of stamps for the nascent 
Ukrainian government. Between September 23 and 
December 2, 1920, Ivasiuk completed 14 beautiful designs 
that in late December of that year were printed as 14 sepa-
rate stamp values by the Military Geographic Institute of 
Vienna (hence the designation for these stamps – the Vienna 
Issue).

Regrettably, of all the stamps authorized by Ukrainian 
governments during the three-year period of independence 
(1917-1920), it is the superb Vienna Issue that was never 
released. By the time the stamps were delivered in late 
1920, the Ukrainian National Republic (UNR) government 
that had requested the stamp set was well and truly exiled.

Nonetheless, at the time the stamps were first ordered in 
August of 1920, the Ukrainian cause did not yet appear 
entirely hopeless. Parts of western Ukraine were still under 

UNR control and a new offensive to regain territory was 
being prepared. However, on October 18 of that year, the 
Polish government, which had been assisting the UNR in its 
battle against Soviet Russia, agreed to an armistice with the 
Bolshevik Army. Ukrainian troops were thus left exposed to 
face the Red Army on their own. Fighting through the mid-
dle of part of November resulted in the Ukrainian forces 
being pushed from Ukrainian territory across the Zbruch 
River into Poland. The Ukrainian struggle for independence 
was for all intents and purposes over.

So, the UNR government in exile took delivery of mil-
lions of stamps, but was left with no country in which to 
mail them.

It was in the early 1990s that I was able to acquire the 
original artwork created by Ivasiuk for the Vienna Issue. 
Amazingly, the renderings had somehow survived for over 
six decades in the Austrian capital – through the Great 
Depression, the Anschluss, World War II and the subsequent 
postwar reconstruction – until they were discovered and 
purchased in the mid-1980s by the late collector Lubomyr 
Hugel from a Viennese stamp dealer.

After holding on to the materials for several years, Mr. 
Hugel expressed a desire to sell off the designs piecemeal. 

Vienna Issue redux: A 90-year journey to acceptance

Not wishing the works of art to be broken up, I was able to 
convince him to sell the entire body of work to me.

A project proposal

Examining the artwork in subsequent years, I came to 
appreciate even more the amazing effort made by Ivasiuk in 
preparing these beautiful designs in such a short period of 
time. I repeatedly wished they could be reused to prepare a 
modern-day philatelic release. To that end I approached the 
well-known graphic artist John Jaciw of Windsor, Ontario, 
with a proposal for a souvenir sheet project. I wished to 
include not only all 14 original designs in such a sheet, but 
two more to allow for a 4-by-4 stamp arrangement.

My idea was to add two additional portraits to the set to 
honor the two personages who had led Ukraine during the 
three-year period of independence, but who did not appear 
on any of the stamps: Mykhailo Hrushevsky (president, 
1917-1918) and Pavlo Skoropadsky (hetman, 1918). A 
stamp of Symon Petliura, who headed the UNR Directory in 
1918-1920, already appeared on the 40-hrv value of the set.

Mr. Jaciw masterfully created two beautiful designs (re)
using the same basic frame layout utilized in the 40-hrv 
value, but inserting portraits that employed the same shad-
ing and stippling technique as Ivasiuk originally applied 
(Figures 1 and 2). Some modification was made to the 
frame for the Skoropadsky portrait, however, since his gov-
ernment called itself the Ukrainian State (Ukrainska 
Derzhava) and that is the title inserted into the oval legend. 
Additionally, the trident emblem in use during 
Skoropadsky’s tenure in office included a cross in the cen-
tral prong. Mr. Jaciw duly added this detail to the two tri-
dents (one in the frame, the other in the portrait) that appear 
on this design (Figure 2).

Once the design work was completed, Mr. Jaciw reduced 
colored copies to stamp size and inserted them into a 

Figure 1. Portrait of Mykhailo Hrushevsky, Ukraine’s 
first president, on a proposed stamp design by John 
Jaciw meant to match the stamps of the Vienna Issue.

Figure 2. Portrait of Pavlo Skoropadsky, Ukraine’s 
last hetman, also prepared by John Jaciw to corre-

spond to stamps of the Vienna Issue set.
Figure 3. A mock-up of a possible souvenir sheet meant to display all 14 stamps of the Vienna Issue as well as two 

additional portrait stamps. Project composed by John Jaciw.

(Continued on page 13)
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One of Ukraine’s foremost realist painters of the early 
20th century, Mykola Ivasiuk was born on April 28, 1865, in 
Zastavne, Bukovyna. A student at the Vienna (1884-1989) 
and Munich (1890-1996) art academies, he organized the 
first Ukrainian art school in Chernivtsi (1899-1908), then 
worked in Lviv, Vienna (where he designed the Vienna 
Issue) and Prague. In 1925 he accepted an invitation to teach 
at the Kyiv Art Institute. 

His most important works deal with historical themes: 
“Khmelnytsky at Zboriv” (1893), “The Battle of Khotyn” 
(1903), “Khmelnytsky’s Entry into Kyiv” (1892-1912), 
“Kuban Kozaks in Lviv” (1917), and “Bohun at 
Berestechko” (1919).

He also painted a large number of genre scenes and por-
traits (of Olha Kobylianska, Yurii Fedkovych, Ivan Franko, 
Taras Shevchenko, Oleksander Myshuha) along with some 
self-portraits (Figure A). Ivasiuk’s paintings are considered 
representative of the academic style of the Vienna-Munich 
school at the end of the 19th century; the Ukrainian Kozak 
theme features very prominently in his work. After teaching 
and working for a number of years in Kyiv, Ivasiuk was 
arrested in the 1930s by the Soviet secret police. He was 
executed as an enemy of the people on November 23, 1937 
in Kyiv. He left behind some 500 works – the fates of most 
of them are unknown.

Ivasiuk’s most famous and popular creation – reproduced 
countless times over the past century – is formally titled 
“Bohdan Khmelnytsky Entering Kyiv on Christmas Eve 
1648.” The artist worked on this painting over a period of 
20 years and I have been able to track down at least three 
different completed canvases. 

The scene depicted on all three of the paintings shows the 

Mykola Ivasiuk  
and his most 
famous painting

Figure 4. Two souvenir sheets released in 2008 for the 90th anniversary of Ukraine’s first stamp set – the 
Shahy Issue. They were to prove the model for the two souvenir sheets prepared in 2010 to honor the Vienna 
Issue. Note that these sheets are the scarce imperforate variety. Only 2 percent of each sheet printed (2,400 of 

120,000) were prepared imperforate, making them a very desirable collectible. Figure 6. An enlargement (180 percent) of a 1-hryv-
nia stamp of the 1920 Vienna Issue. Note the relative-
ly uniform gray hatching behind the trident. 
Compare with the patchiness seen on this year’s sou-
venir sheet, which used the original design work that 

has flaked and deteriorated somewhat over time.

Figure 7 A-B. An example of the extra effort made by Mykola Ivasiuk in composing the higher-value Vienna 
Issue stamps may be seen in the design of the 200-hrv value (here reduced to 50 percent actual size). Note that 
the artist initially drew two different numerals of value and two different inner frame patterns (Figure 9A). The 
central vignette proved too detailed and had to be simplified; the alternate left-side frame and numeral propos-
als were rejected and covered with card overlays (Figure 9B). None of the four high-value original designs were 

used by the current Ukrainian stamp production firm for this year’s Vienna Issue souvenir sheet project.

Figure 5. The two stamp-on-stamp souvenir sheets released earlier this year that reproduced eight of the 
Vienna Issue stamps.

mocked-up souvenir sheet (Figure 3). In the selvage area of 
the proposed sheet he also included a lovely color illustra-
tion of a wooden windmill on the Ukrainian steppe, which 
echoed the structure depicted on the 200-hrv value from the 
original set.

An overture to Marka Ukrainy

It was during the huge Washington 2006 World Philatelic 
Exhibition that I (as then-president of the Ukrainian 
Philatelic and Numismatic Society, UPNS) got to know sev-
eral representatives of Marka Ukrainy – Ukraine’s stamp 
production firm – including its director, Valentyna Khudoliy. 
Visits back and forth between the booths of our two organi-
zations occurred throughout the course of the exhibition. It 
was during the evening of day six of the eight-day event that 
UPNS Western Hemisphere Liaison Don Wynnyczok host-
ed a dinner at his residence for society members, representa-
tives of Marka Ukrainy and even some officials from the 
Ukrainian Embassy in Washington. 

Following the meal, I unveiled the original Ivasiuk art-
work to all present. The drawings drew a great deal of inter-

est, as did my proposed souvenir sheet project. I also threw 
out the idea of Marka Ukrainy printing a special book in 
which the story of the Vienna Issue could be detailed and 
the original design work reproduced. I even went even fur-
ther and suggested that packets of the original Vienna Issue 
stamps could be included with such a book since these 
stamps are relatively inexpensive.

Ms. Khudoliy reacted quite favorably to everything I 
proposed and promised to see what could be done. Then-
UPNS Executive Vice-President Andrew Martyniuk vol-
unteered to provide detailed scans of all the originals for 
Marka Ukrainy to aid them in preparing stamps of the 
highest possible clarity. He was able to submit these scans 
in December of 2006. Three months later, he received a 
letter from Ms. Khudoliy informing the society that the 
proposal to reuse the Mykola Ivasiuk artwork was 
approved and that the project would be included in 
Ukraine’s 2009-1010 plan of stamp releases.

When I ran into Ms. Khodoliy at the WIPA 2008 interna-
tional stamp exhibition in Vienna in September of that year, 
I inquired how the project was proceeding. She let me know 
that reproducing the Ivasiuk stamps was still being planned, 
but she could not provide details. Indeed, she was pessimis-
tic about the future of Marka Ukrainy in general. Her worst 
fears came to pass in subsequent months as the agency was 

(Continued on page 20)

(Continued on page 20)

(Continued from page 12)

Vienna Issue...

disbanded and replaced with an organization using the 
absurd name of Postage Prepayment Impressions 
Development Directorate (a remarkable example of Soviet-
style bureaucratese).

The final result

With these bizarre developments, I must admit that I 
was not sanguine at the prospects for the Ivasiuk artwork 
ever being used. However, through 2009 and so far this 
year the new stamp producing entity has – for the most 
part – followed the stamp issuing plan originally set forth 
by Marka Ukrainy. I was delighted to learn, then, that on 
April 11 of this year two souvenir sheets featuring eight 
of the Ivasiuk drawings (four per sheet) were indeed pro-
duced. In size and style these sheets somewhat mimicked 
those released in 2008 that honored the 90th Anniversary 
of Ukraine’s First Stamps” – the Shahy Issue (Figure 4). 
The new sheets commemorated the “90th Anniversary of 
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Putin have congratulated Ukraine on its 
Independence Day. “Russia and Ukraine 
are linked by centuries-old traditions of 
good-neighborliness, common spiritual 
roots and the glorious pages of a common 
history. On this fertile ground, we are 
successfully developing an age-old strate-
gic partnership, achieving real results in 
the trade and economic sphere, and coor-
dinating approaches as part of integration 
associations and multilateral organiza-
tions on a wide range of regional and 
international issues,” Mr. Medvedev said 
in his letter of congratulations. He also 
noted that the partnership between the 
two countries was being built on the prin-

ciples of equality and each other’s inter-
ests. “We’re facing a whole number of 
ambitious tasks, including those on 
improving investment cooperation, pro-
viding a new impetus to humanitarian 
contacts, and further strengthening cross-
border and interregional relations,” Mr. 
Medvedev said. He expressed confidence 
that upcoming joint events between 
Ukraine and Russia would further 
strengthen the partnership between the 
two countries for the benefit of their citi-
zens, and in the interests of stability and 
security on the European continent. Mr. 
Putin, while congratulating his Ukrainian 
counterpar t ,  Mykola  Azarov,  on 
Independence Day, also noted the long-
standing friendly relations between the 
two countries and stressed the importance 
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of developing partnership. “In recent 
years much has been done to resume and 
strengthen mutually beneficial partner-
ships... The further strengthening of prac-
tical cooperation undoubtedly meets the 
interests of Russia and Ukraine,” Mr. 
Putin said in his letter of congratulations. 
(Ukrinform)

Yanukovych greets UWC meeting

KYIV – According to an August 21 
item on the official website of Ukraine’s 
President Viktor Yanukovych, the head of 
state sent greetings to the participants and 
guests of the annual meeting of the 
Ukrainian World Congress being held in 
Poland. He wrote: “Dear Friends: In the 
name of the Ukrainian nation and from 
myself, I greet you with the beginning of 
work of this year’s annual meeting of the 
Ukrainian World Congress. We are united 
by a common goal: the continued develop-
ment of the independent, democratic and 
law-abiding Ukrainian state. I will aspire 
to the closest cooperation with you, 
searching together for new ideas, projects 
and initiatives aimed at defending the 
interests of Ukrainians worldwide, the 
deepening of their ties with their historic 
homeland and the strengthening of 
Ukrainian positions in the international 
arena. In unity, harmony and understand-
ing we will be able to safeguard the 
Ukrainian distinctiveness, language, cul-
ture, national traditions and social achieve-
ments that our children and ancestors have 
nurtured for centuries. Thank you for your 
concern about Ukraine. I wish you fruitful 
work, creative energy, peace and well-
being, new accomplishments for the good 
of the Ukrainian nation.” (Official Website 
of Ukraine’s President, translation by The 
Ukrainian Weekly)

Europe’s only desert in Kherson region

KYIV – According to a news report of 
August 21, some 50 fans of extreme out-
door sports departed for a hike along 
Europe’s only natural sand desert – the 
Oleshkovsky Sands in the Kherson 
region. They devoted their 12-kilometer 
march under Ukrainian national flags to 
Ukrainian Independence Day, which is 
observed on August 24. This event is tak-
ing place for the third time. The total area 
of the Oleshkovsky Sands is 2,100 square 
kilometers. The desert is surrounded by 
wood plantations. This natural wilderness 
has no dunes, but there are hills of sand 
with heights of 5 to 7 meters, and the 
sands in the summer become heated to a 
temperature of 75 degrees Celsius (167 
degrees Fahrenheit), nearly the same as in 
the Sahara. In fact, some sources refer to 
the area as the “European Sahara.” 
(Ukrinform)

Defense Ministry to draft 20,000 

KYIV – The Ministry of Defense 
expects to call some 20,000 people for 
military service this autumn, Defense 
Minister Mykhailo Yezhel said, according 
to news reports of August 25. He noted 
that the government at its meeting that 
day passed a decision approving the num-
ber of citizens of Ukraine to be drafted 
into Ukraine’s armed forces, and the 
expenditures for the draft in October-
November 2010. According to Minister 
Yezhel, in 2011 it is planned to further 
reduce the number of citizens who will be 
drafted for military service. As previously 
reported, according to the deputy chief of 
the General Staff of the Armed Forces of 
Ukraine, Lt. Gen. Volodymyr Artiukh, 
this spring, 378,000 people were subject 
to the draft, of whom only slightly more 
than 30,000, or 8 percent, could be sent 
to undergo military service. At the same 
time, in the spring of 2007 this figure 
stood at 46,840. (Ukrinform)

Army development strategy approved

KYIV – The Cabinet of Ministers has 

approved the army development strategy 
for 2011-2015 and submitted it to the 
president, Ukrainian Defense Minister 
Mykhailo Yezhel said on August 20. The 
minister noted that the document suggest-
ed a number of quantitative and structural 
changes in the composition of the coun-
try’s armed forces. In particular, it is 
planned to reduce and optimize the oper-
ational command, corps and other mili-
tary bodies, he added. Before 2015 it is 
planned to reduce the army’s strength by 
20 percent and to use existing weapons 
without the introduction of the newest 
models, Minister Yezhel said. He added 
that the strategy envisions a gradual tran-
sition to a professional army. (Ukrinform)

Positive feelings about independence 

KYIV – More than 50 percent of 
Ukrainians have positive feelings about 
Ukraine gaining independence in 1991, 
according to a new survey whose results 
were released on August 19, just days 
before Ukrainian Independence Day. The 
phone poll was conducted by the Kyiv-
based Gorshenin Institute of Management 
Issues on August 14-15, and involved 
1,000 respondents in various regions of 
Ukraine. The margin of error was 3.2 per-
cent. Fifty-eight percent of respondents 
reported positive feelings about the 
achievement of Ukrainian independence 
in 1991, the director of the institute, 
Volodymyr Fesenko, said at a press con-
ference. He said this rate doesn’t signifi-
cantly differ from findings of a similar 
survey held in 2009, when 57 percent of 
Ukrainians positively assessed this histor-
ic event. Almost 58 percent of those 
polled would vote for the state’s neutrali-
ty if a referendum on this issue were to be 
held this year. “Asked ‘Would you like to 
see Ukraine as an independent state in 20 
years?’ some 48.4 percent of those polled 
answered ‘yes,’ ” Mr. Fesenko said. He 
added that a quarter of Ukrainians noted 
they would like to see Ukraine in a union 
with Russia in 20 years, while a fifth 
would like to see Ukraine a part of the 
European Union in 20 years. “Most of 
those polled by us are proud of being citi-
zens of Ukraine (75 percent). In 2009 this 
rate totaled 77 percent,” Mr. Fesenko 
said. He also added that some 19 percent 
of Ukrainians are not proud of their 
Ukrainian citizenship. “In fact, this is a 
rather high rate – when each fifth 
Ukrainian is not proud of his own state 
then something is wrong in this state,” 
the expert said. (Interfax-Ukraine)

Court confirms ruling on gas

KYIV – The Shevchenkivsky District 
Court of Kyiv ruled that NJSC Naftohaz 
Ukrainy had broken the terms of a con-
tract and must return 12.1 billion cubic 
meters of gas to RosUkrEnergo by 
September 1 or another date agreed upon 
by the parties, reported Kommersant with 
reference to the court judgment of August 
13. The court considered the claims of 
RosUkrEnergo against Naftohaz on 
which the Stockholm Arbitration Tribunal 
had ruled in favor of RosUkrEnergo on 
June  8 .  Hence ,  Naf tohaz  owes 
RosUkrEnergo $184 million. Meanwhile, 
reports say Naftohaz is readying an 
appeal. RosUkrEnergo is 50 percent 
owned by JSC Gazprom, 45 percent 
belongs to Ukrainian businessman 
Dmytro Firtash and 5 percent to Ivan 
Fursin. This mediator company had been 
a monopoly in selling gas to Ukraine and 
had exported gas to Europe until January 
2009. Late in 2008, then Prime Minister 
Yulia Tymoshenko had removed the gas 
mediator in relations with Russia and 
established direct ties with Gazprom. In 
early 2009, Ms. Tymoshenko ordered 
Naftohaz to withdraw 11 billion cubic 
meters of gas owned by RosUkrEnergo 
from underground storages. On June 8 of 

(Continued from page 2)
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this year, the Stockholm Arbitration 
Tribunal obliged Naftohaz to return 11 
billion cubic meters of natural gas to 
RosUkrEnergo and a further 1.1 billion 
cubic  meters  of  gas  in  l ieu  of 
RosUkrEnergo’s entitlement to penalties 
for breach of contract. (Ukrinform)

Crimea remembers deported Germans

KYIV – On August 18 Symferopol 
marked the 69th anniversary of the depor-
tation of Germans from Crimea. A memo-
rial meeting was held at the monument to 
the victims of deportations on the platform 
of the railway station. It was attended by 
representatives of the Parliament of the 
Autonomous Republic of Crimea, the 
Crimean Council of Ministers and the 
Symferopol City Council, and members of 
the National Society of Germans of 
Crimea, Wiedergeburt. The meeting par-
ticipants observed a minute of silence in 
memory of the victims of deportation, and 
laid flowers and wreaths at the memorial 
stone. During World War II, the German 
population was completely deported from 
Crimea, after having lived on the peninsu-
la for two centuries. In 1941, 61,000 
Germans were deported, including 11,000 
persons of other nationalities having fami-
ly ties with Germans. In 1944, after the 
liberation of Crimea, 2,300 people more 
were deported. In 1972, after the decree of 
the Presidium of the Supreme Soviet of 
the USSR lifting restrictions on the right 
of residence, two places densely populated 
by Germans were established in Crimea: 
Yantarne and Novopokrovka. (Ukrinform)

Ukraine third among grain exporters

KYIV – Ukraine remained in third 
place in 2009-2010 in the ranking of the 
world’s leading grain exporters, together 
with Russia – its main competitor in the 
global market. The ranking was reported 
by the press service of the Ukrainian 
Agrarian Confederation on July 23. 
“During the last marketing year, Ukraine 
and Russia exported 21.2 million tons of 
grain,” the director general of the 
Ukrainian Agrarian Confederation, Serhii 
Stoyanov, said. According to the UAC, 
during the 2009-2010 season Ukraine 
exported 9.3 million tons of wheat, 6.2 
million tons of barley, 5.3 million tons of 
corn and 400,000 tons each of peas and 
buckwheat. Ukraine firmly maintains the 
top spot in the world in the export of bar-
ley. “We have to note that, based on fore-
casts for the 2010-2011 market year, it 
will be incredibly difficult for Ukraine to 
stay in the top three grain exporters, 
because export of grain from the country 
is unlikely to exceed 18.5 million tons,” 
the UAC stated. (Ukrinform)

Illegal Ukrainian workers expelled

KYIV – The Border Service of Poland 
has detained 30 Ukrainian citizens who 
worked in the country without work per-
mits, Ukrainian Foreign Affairs Ministry 
spokesman Oleksander Dykusarov said at 
a briefing on August 3, referring to infor-
mation from Ukraine’s Consulate General 
in Krakow. He said that the Ukrainians 
had been arrested when their legal status 
was checked at an agricultural enterprise. 
They were notified that they must leave 
the country by August 3, and Ukrainian 
officials said they had left Poland. 
However, in order to continue the 
employment relationship with the 
Ukrainian citizens, the Polish agricultural 
enterprise that hired them is planning to 
challenge the decision in court, Mr. 
Dykusarov said. (Ukrinform)

Scythian burial site discovered

KYIV – Archaeologists have found 
two stone tombs of the Scythian period 

(7th century B.C.) in the valley of a 
brook near the village of Konovytsia, 
Shumsk district, Ternopil Oblast, it was 
reported on August 3. Bohdan Strotsen, a 
candidate of historical sciences and direc-
tor of the Podillia Archaeology state 
enterprise, said that under the stone pave-
ment archaeologists found a human skel-
eton. The sex of the person buried in the 
tomb has not yet been established. He or 
she was either a priest or a person offered 
in sacrifice. In a second tomb, researchers 
discovered only two clay cups of the 
Scythian period and bone beads. 
Scientists believe that they found not 
only a burial site, but also, most likely, 
ancient temples. (Ukrinform)

Trypillian megalopolis excavated

KYIV – Excavation of an ancient set-
tlement of the Trypillian civilization, 
believed to be more than 5,000 years old, 
is proceeding in the Cherkasy region in 
central Ukraine. Media reports of August 
13 noted that the head of the Trypillian 
expedition, Volodymyr Cruts, says this is 
the largest of the known Trypillian settle-
ments that existed between the villages 
Lehedzyne and Talyanki. Scientists have 
long been interested in the giant 
Trypillian settlements between the Buh 
and Dnister rivers, an area of immense 
size: Talyanki encompasses 450 hectares, 
while Maydanetske covers 250 hectares. 
Via a geomagnetic survey, it was found 
that these settlements have between 1,500 
and 2,800 buildings located in concentric 
circles; the settlements were populated by 
6,000 to 25,000 inhabitants. (Ukrinform)

Archaeologists find 14th century road 

KYIV – Ukrainian archaeologists have 
discovered a 14th century road at a depth 
of three meters near the Kamianets-
Podi l sky i  fo r t ress  in  Ukra ine’s 
Khmelnytskyi region, it was reported on 
August 18. The researchers have also dis-
covered ancient artifacts, mostly frag-
ments of pottery. The expedition of the 
Institute of Archaeology of the National 
Academy of Sciences of Ukraine will 
continue excavations next summer. 
(Ukrinform)

Sculptor unveils Yanukovych bust

LUHANSK, Ukraine – A sculptor in 
the eastern Ukrainian city of Luhansk has 
unveiled a bronze bust of President 
Viktor Yanukovych titled “Among 
Emperors,” RFE/RL’s Ukrainian Service 
reported. Mykola Shmatko told journal-
ists at the August 3 presentation that he 
decided on the title because he sees Mr. 
Yanukovych as one in a series of person-
alities that includes Roman Emperor 
Caligula and Alexander the Great. The 
Yanukovych bust rests upon a stand in 
the shape of a Gordian knot that symbol-
izes Ukraine’s political and social prob-
lems. Mr. Shmatko, 66, said “today is the 
time of Caligula, the time of collapse of 
normal human relations, Ukraine’s possi-
ble collapse.” He added that contempo-
rary generations of Ukrainians will look 
back at President Yanukovych’s term and 
decide if he was “a Caligula or an 
Alexander the Great for Ukraine.” Mr. 
Shmatko is an internationally known 
sculptor and painter whose works include 
a four-meter-high Virgin Mary sculpted 
for a Ukrainian monastery and a sculp-
ture of former Prime Minister Yulia 
Tymoshenko topless. He also created a 
controversial piece called “Judas’s Kiss” 
that depicted former President Viktor 
Yushchenko kissing Ms. Tymoshenko. 
Mr. Shmatko told journalists he would be 
happy if Mr. Yanukovych came as a guest 
to his studio in Luhansk, where he works 
with two of his sons. (RFE/RL)

Ukrainian fourth at Miss Universe contest

KYIV – Twenty-three-year-old Miss 
Ukraine Anna Poslavska  took fourth 

(Continued from page 14)

NEWSBRIEFS place (third runner-up) at the world’s 
most prestigious beauty contest, the Miss 
Universe pageant,  on August 23. 
[Editor’s note: During the final round of 
the competition, when the top five con-
testants were asked to answer a single 
question, Ms. Poslavska spoke Russian.] 
Jimena Navarrete of Mexico was 
crowned as Miss Universe 2010. She said 
that she planned to spend her year as 
Miss Universe drawing attention to the 
plight of people with HIV/AIDS and 
breast cancer. Ukrainian beauties had pre-
viously failed to make the top 10 of the 
Miss Universe pageant. Over 80 contes-
tants from different countries participated 
in the competition. Ms. Poslavska, who 
hails from Nova Kakhovka in Ukraine’s 
Kherson Oblast, won the Miss Ukraine 
2 0 1 0  t i t l e  i n  D e c e m b e r  2 0 0 9 . 
(Ukrinform)

AeroSvit opens 20 new routes 

KYIV – AeroSvit Airlines has opened 
new air routes from Ukraine to Europe in 
partnership with Germany’s Air Berlin. 
The airlines will transport passengers 
from Ukrainian cities via Berlin, 
Hamburg and Dusseldorf to 20 European 
cities, including London, Milan, Rome, 
Paris, Barcelona, Vienna and Zurich. It 
was reported on July 20 that the two 
companies signed an agreement on the 
application of special tariffs (a special 
prorate agreement) and an agreement on 
the mutual recognition of transport docu-
mentation (an interline agreement). 
AeroSvit’s special tariffs are available in 
the airline’s reservation system as of July 
19. AeroSvit was founded in 1994 and 
currently operates Ukraine’s largest net-
work of regular international routes. 
During the summer season of 2010, 
AeroSvit is serving more than 70 regular 
international routes, including five trans-
continental routes: to Beijing, New York, 
Toronto, New Delhi and Bangkok. The 
company also provides flights to major 
regional administrative centers of 
Ukraine: Dnipropetrovsk, Donetsk, 
Ivano-Frankivsk, Luhansk, Lviv, Odesa, 
Sevastopol,  Symferopol,  Kharkiv, 
Chernivtsi and Uzhhorod. The company’s 
fleet consists of 13 medium-haul Boeing 
737s and three long-haul Boeing 767s. In 
addition, jointly with other Ukrainian 
partners it uses Airbus 320, Embraer 145, 
Embraer 195 and Antonov AN-148 air-
craft. (Ukrinform)

AN-158 introduced at Kazan air show 

 KYIV – The Antonov state enterprise 
held a presentation of a regional jet of 
new generation, AN-158, during the fifth 
international specialized exhibition 
Aerospace Technologies,  Modern 
Materials and Equipment in Kazan 
(Tatarstan, Russia), the company’s press 
service reported on August 11. The presi-
dent and general designer of Antonov, 
Dmytro Kiva, noted that this is the sec-
ond demonstration of the AN-158 abroad. 
“Its international debut at Farnborough 
was very successful. We have concluded 
a contract for 10 such jets to be operated 
by Russian airlines,” he said. Mr. Kiva 
added that the characteristics of the air-
craft allow it to operate effectively in the 
Russian Federation, in particular, in the 
Republic of Tatarstan. The AN-158 is the 
AN-148 version extended by 1,700 milli-
meters. It is designed to transport 99 pas-
sengers for distances of up to 2,500 kilo-
meters. (Ukrinform)

Experts: Kerch bridge a political project

KYIV – The Razumkov Center for 
Political and Economic Studies considers 
the construction of a bridge across the 
Kerch Strait to be a political project, it 
was reported on August 20. The 
Razumkov Center’s director for econom-
ic programs, Vasyl Yurchyshyn, said, 
“This is a political project rather than 
economic,” explaining that the existing 
passenger flow and goods turnover 
between Crimea and Russia’s Krasnodar 
Krai are not significant enough to justify 
the cost for the bridge’s construction – 
“especially when the state has to resort to 
very large external borrowing.” Mr. 
Yurchyshyn said it would be more appro-
priate to develop the existing ferry ser-
vice across the strait, as the lines are 
underutilized. “A much more promising 
and interesting, from an economic point 
of view, infrastructure project that would 
link the south of Ukraine and southwest 
of Russia is building a highway connect-
ing Krasnodar, Rostov and Odesa,” Mr. 
Yurchyshyn said. On August 4 the 
Cabinet of Ministers had set up an inter-
departmental working group on the con-
struction of a transport bridge across the 
Kerch Strait. The group will convene in 
late September.  President  Viktor 
Yanukovych believes it is possible to 
c o m p l e t e  t h e  b r i d g e  b y  2 0 1 4 . 
(Ukrinform)
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  The Ukrainian Institute of  America
  at  2 East 79th Street, New York City

presents

ANCIENT  TRYPILLIA
Exhibit of  replicas, photographs, holograms and art.

August 20 through September 19, 2010
Open Tuesday through Sunday, 12 noon to 6 pm

 
Special Events
Sunday, August 29, 2-4 pm

Universal Dolls of  Protection-Code of  Beregynia
Arts & crafts workshop for children, conducted by Oksana Tabachuk, Halyna 
Shapko and  Korinya, Ukrainian folk group.
 
Sunday, August 29 at 5 pm

From Ukraine to Trypillia to Kyivska Rus  
Lecture by Dr. Mykhailo Videiko, professor of  Archaeology at the Ukrainian 
Institute of  Archaeology, National Academy of  Sciences of  Ukraine.
 
Friday, September 10 at 7 pm

Trypillian Legacy in Ukraine – Ancient Trypillian Settlements  
Films and discussion on the historical regions and archaeological sites in 
Ukraine, presented by Dr. Videiko and Ruslan Ganushchak of  Media Film 
Production Co., followed by live music performance and demonstration of  
ancient instruments (bandore, fiddle).  
 
Saturday,  September 18  7 pm

The Splendors of  Trypillia in the Pectorals of  the Ancient World
Lecture by Dr. Videiko and guest speaker, artist Zlatko Paunov.  Followed by 
live Cucuteni-Trypillian music and dances (from Ukraine, Romania & Bulgaria)

Presented by the Fund for Research of  Ancient Civilizations
 

At the Ukrainian Institute of  America
2 East 79th Street,  New York City

www.ukrainianinstitute.org    212-288-8660  

with some improvement toward the end 
under the second Tymoshenko premiership.

How has the lack of progress on 
reforms after the Orange Revolution 
affected the way the European Union 
deals with Ukraine today?

What I would say is that because things 
were so bad under most of the Orange peri-
od, a lot of people in Europe seem prepared 
to accept Yanukovych’s promise – little 

more – of order and stability above all. They 
are therefore rather too willing to accept his 
cutting of many corners and breaking of 
many democratic principles of thought well-
established by the Orange Revolution. So in 
that respect, the EU has a bit too blind an 
eye at the moment.

Copyright 2010, RFE/RL Inc. Reprinted 
with the permission of Radio Free Europe/
Radio Liberty, 1201 Connecticut Ave. NW, 
Washington DC 20036; www.rferl.org. (See 
http://www.rferl.org/content/Interview_
Scholar_Says_Ukraines_Greatest_
Achievement_Survival/2136252.html.)

(Continued from page 3)

Scholar says...

COMMUNITY CHRONICLE

Boston branch of UAYA commemorates Ukraine’s heroes
by Peter T. Woloschuk

JAMAICA PLAIN, Mass. – Boston’s 
Christ the King Parish hall was the site of 
this year’s Commemoration of Ukraine’s 
Heroes (“Sviato Heroyiv”) on Sunday, June 
6. The event was held under the slogan “As 
long as you live, dream and search” and was 
prepared by Anna Kurniawka, Anna Nosal 
and Maria Saxe.

The commemoration also made note of a 
number of significant milestones in 
Ukraine’s long march toward freedom. 

The event was sponsored by the Boston 
branch of the Ukrainian American Youth 
Association (UAYA-Boston) and was sup-
ported by Boston-area Ukrainian 
American institutions and organizations 
with the active involvement of both area 
parishes, the Ukrainian Congress 
Committee of America, Boston branch 
(UCCA-Boston), the Ukrainian American 
Educational Center of Boston and the 
Nicholas Zozula Post 31 of the Ukrainian 
American Veterans. 

The commemorative program followed 
memorial liturgies offered at Christ the King 
Ukrainian Catholic Church and St. Andrew 
the First-Called Ukrainian Orthodox Church 
and memorial services for those who gave 
their lives for Ukraine.  

In his homily at Christ the King Church, 
the Rev. Archpriest Yaroslav Nalysnyk, pas-
tor, pointed out that Sviato Heroyiv was first 
marked in 1941 in western Ukraine under 
the patronage of the Organization of 
Ukrainian Nationalists (OUN) to honor con-
temporary Ukrainian heroes who had given 
their lives for an independent Ukraine under 
both Polish and Communist occupations 
and to encourage the rebirth and further 

development of the Ukrainian heroic spirit.
Following the church services, the pro-

gram was opened by UAYA members 
Andrew Galonzka, Ms. Saxe, and Michael 
Nosal with a welcome, and the singing by 
all present of the Ukrainian national anthem 
and a moment of silence.

The Rev. Roman Tarnavsky, pastor of St. 
Andrew’s, spoke first, emphasizing that the 
celebration was in honor of all those who 
had given their lives for the future of 
Ukraine.  He also expressed his deep con-
cern about the current state of affairs in 
Ukraine and the direction in which the 
country was going.

Vsevolod Petriv, president of UCCA-
Boston, then spoke of the black cloud that 
had formed over Ukraine and emphasized 
that in light of this the responsibility of 
Ukrainian Americans is to “preserve, culti-
vate and ultimately spread knowledge about 
the Ukrainian nation.”  

“This work is essential if we hope to see 
the continuation of the independent state of 
Ukraine,” he continued. “We also need to 
foster those activities and elements that lead 
to an independent, unified country that has 
taken its rightful place in the world commu-
nity of nations.” 

Finally, he added, there is a necessity for 
unity and concerted action both in the 
Ukrainian American community and in 
Ukraine itself. 

The rest of the program consisted of a 
slide show put together by Ms. Saxe with 
the assistance of Benjamin Fedynyshyn and 
Ulana Nosal, which ran simultaneously with 
the program and supported the musical seg-
ments and dramatic readings by Oksana 
Herasymiv, Ms. Saxe, Mary Ann Zozula, 

Slavia Szczudluk, Nadia Yaremiy, Theresa 
Reid, Olya Herasymiv, Justina Zozula, 
Sophia Kaczor, Mary Hapij and Nicholas 
Zozula.  Michael Hotz, sang “Hey Na Hori 
Na Makivtsi” accompanied during the 
refrain by UAYA members, and he provided 
vocal accompaniment to Nicholas Zozula as 
he recited Taras Shevchenko’s “Zapovit” 
(Testament).

The younger members of the UAYA, 
Benjamin and Daniel Fedynyshyn, Ryan, 
Tara and Natalie Reid, and Camille Bobiak 
also took an active part in the program, 

singing two songs accompanied by Ryan 
Reid on the mandolin and also reciting sev-
eral poems. 

Ms. Saxe brought the formal program to 
an end by thanking the performers as well 
as the audience. She concluded “Today we 
have been talking about heroes who have 
accomplished great feats for Ukraine.  
However, they are not the only heroes. 
Heroes can be ordinary people –– just like 
you and just like me –– willing to stand up 
for what they believe in and willing to try to 
make a difference.”

Group photo of the members of the Ukrainian American Youth Association who 
had a part in the program of “Sviato Heroiv” in the Boston area.

Maria Fedynyshyn Saxe addresses the 
audience.

Justina Zozula, who is also the recent 
recipient of the 2009 UAYA Boston 
B r a n c h  Wo l o d y m y r  H a n c h a r 

Scholarship.

Vsevolod Petriv

The removal of census long form data 
will hurt immigrants. As noted in the July 
12 issue of The Globe and Mail, “Canada’s 
economic and social success is intimately 
linked to the economic and social success of 
new arrivals. Alarmingly, the average expe-

rience of immigrants in the Canadian labor 
market is deteriorating. Long-form data 
brought this problem to light; other long-
form information on education, language 
and country of origin can help us address 
it.”

The Ukrainian Canadian Congress 
strongly urged the government to reinstate 
the long form for the 2011 census.

(Continued from page 4)

UCC opposes...
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The Ukrainian National Association, Inc. is a fraternal organization, but at the same time, it is a financial institution that must comply 
with various state, federal and IRS regulations. In order to update its records, the UNA is searching for the members listed below. 

Should you see your name on the list, please contact the UNA Home Office at 800-253-9862 at your earliest convenience. If you know 
any members on the list, please ask them to contact the UNA.  We thank you and value your membership and cooperation.

Searching for our members ...

ALLEN   MATTHEW B 
ANNUNZIATA  ANDREW M 
ARENCIBIA  BRIAN A 
BARINI   AMY R 
BASHTA   MICHAEL JOHN 
BEREJAN  N J 
BERWICK  MEGHAN L 
BILINSKI  ALEXANDER N 
BILYK SEIGEL  NADIA ANNA
BLIDY   JOSEPH M
BODRUG  AIREN M
BOGRUG  MICHAEL C
BOHUSCH  THERESE
BOSHAK   JASON
BRASINGTON  NATALIE M
BRINICH  RACHAEL A
BUBNICH  CHRISTOPHER
BUCHANAN  ASHLEY M
BUCHANAN  AMBER L
BUCHANAN  DAVID A
CARRERAS  THOMAS E
CHAIN   TASHA M
CHERWINSKI  PAULINE M
CHORNODOLSKY DARIAN
CIESLAK  JOHANNA
CITRO   JUSTIN N
CUMBERLEDGE  JASON P
CUMBERLEDGE  ADAM
CZEBINIAK  ROMAN P
CZUJKO  STEPHAN P
DAVID   KEVIN M
DAVID   MALISSA N
DEPAOLO  PAMELA S
DIAKIW   MIRANDA A
EICHORN  KURT DENNIS
FRANCHUK  KATELYN N
FRANCHUK  MARTIN R
FRICK   GARRETT T
GARBER  VERA
GATTUSO  SABRINA IZABELLA
GLASCOTT  CHRISTOPHER
GLEN   J S
GRACE   SHAWN M
GRIFFITH  HANNAH G
GRIFFITH  SARAH A
GULA   JAMES S
GULA    CHRISTOPHER
GURAL   NATALIA
GURAL   VLADIMIR
GURAL   IRINA
HALYCKY  SAM
HARPER  EMILY MARIAH
HARPER   RYAN DEVIN
HASIAK   CARRIE D
HAWRYLUK  STEPHEN M
HIGGINS  HANUSIA E
HOLONKO  MARTHA M
IHNATIUK  BRYAN
IWASYKIW  KALYNA OLA
JAREMCZUK  WOLODYMYR
KALINOWSKI  ALEXANDER 
KAPTANOWSKY  SCOTT E
KELLAR   ALLELUJAH R
KILARSKY  VICTORIA
KLIESE   NICHOLAS R
KLIESE   CHELSIE B
KLIMKOWICZ  THOMAS E
KLUGE   ANGELIKA
KOTAS    MAGDALENA P
KRAJNYK  OREST
KUSMA   CRYSTAL
KUZEMKA  DOROTHY M
KUZYK   VOLODAR R
LAZOR   MATTHEW P
LEACH   R M 
LISCHAK  MARIA V
LONIEWSKY  V A
LONIEWSKY  R A
LONIEWSKY  L M

LUCIANO  ANTHONY M
LUCIANO  MEGAN M
MARRO   RACHEL L
MARRO   JACQUELYN ELIZABETH
MCGINN  KAREN A
MELNYK  ANDREW
MELNYK  KRISTINA O
MICHEL   TAISSA R
MITCHELL  HELEN
MOJSEJ   STEFAN
MONAHAN  ROSE OF SHARON ESTHER
MONTANARI  ANGELO JOHN
MOWCHAN  TEIKYO
MOWCHAN  MARION R
MOWCHAN  HOPE E
MYKIJEWYCZ  ROMAN M
NELSON JR  LLOYD
NEWBERRY  AMANDA R
NEWELL  ADAM J
NIETLING  PAULINE T
NOVEKOSKY  A
ODEZYNSKYJ  MARIA I
OLINYK   CLAIRISSA
ORLETZKIY  JASON P
ORLETZKIY  SCOTT P
PASICHNYK  STEPHEN MATTHEW
PASICHNYK  JOHN WILLIAM
PATCHEL  CHRISTINA ALEXANDRA
PERUN   DANNY SLAWKO
PETRYSHYN  ANGELICA M
PETRYSHYN  ANTONIO
POLANSKY  KATHERINE A
QUINN   CHRISTOPHER L
RITENIS   STEVEN
ROMAN   HEATHER M
ROMAN   HALEY E
RYAN   JOHN K
SADOWYJ  LAUREN ASHLEY
SANDERS  MICHAEL R
SAWCZYN  FRED P
SEKLECKI  CHRISTINE M
SEREDOWYCH  GABRIELLE CHRISTINA
SHATYNSKI  NATALIE
SIROCHMAN  ANNA
SIROIS   HALINA A
SKIBICKYJ  NICHOLAS
SKIBICKYJ  DEAN
SKRUTOWSKI  ZACHARIAH
SLIVINSKI  KATHRYN 
SMITH   ALLISON T
SMITH   CAITLIN S
SMITH    NICOLE E
SOLAN   MATTHEW DAVID
SPIAK   JACOB A
STASIUK  ADRIANNA R
STEFANYSZYN  GEORGE R
STOROZIUK  VENESSA LEE
STRAUSS  KATHRYN T
STUBERECK  SIGMUND S
SUCHOWIJ  MICHAEL
SULLIVAN  STELLA
SULLIVAN  MEGAN KAILEY
SUS   IWAN M
SVEC   ANDREW  KENNETH
SZEWCZYK  KATERYNA ANNA
THATCHER  DAYNE A
TOWNER  HEATHER X
TRAHAN  RACHEL D
TRIPP   JESSICA ELAINE
TUNTIGIAN  LORI
TYMCHYSHYN  VLADIMIRA
VALASEK  CORNELIA
VAN HOUTER  MICHAEL T
VANDEWINCKEL  REBECCA A
VASELKIW  NADIA
WALKIEWICZ  SCOTT G
WEINGARTNER  LIAM DAVID
WYSCHYNSKYJ  STEFAN
YELASKA  ALLISON  T
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Ukrainian Music Institue of  America, Inc.

“MUSIC & ME”

Marta Sawycky, Director

Classes begin:

Tuesday, September 7, 2010
Dance Studio 22

1136 Route 22 West
Mountainside, N.J. 07092

Information and enrollment:
908-232-4497 • 908-276-3134

Dance Studio 22
Ballroom & Latin

Private and group lessons
for youth and adults

Debutantes & Weddings

Dance Studio 22
1136 Route 22 West

Mountainside, N.J. 07092

Marta Sawycky
908-232-4497 • 908-276-3134

In addition, Kyiv activists launched a 
nationwide campaign to encourage 
Ukrainians to fly state flags at their 
homes. Others “dressed” 19 monuments 
in Kyiv in blue-and-yellow scarves and 
ribbons. President Viktor Yanukovych 
attended a ceremonial flag-raising at the 
Presidential Administration building. 

K y i v  c e l e b r a t e d  U k r a i n i a n 
Independence Day with public ceremonies 
in the city center and a concert. In addi-
tion, some 100 people participated in a 
parade of Ukrainian embroidery in Kyiv.

President Yanukovych addressed the 
nation from Kyiv’s Independence Square 
(the text of his speech appears on page 3.) 
A group of demonstrators, calling them-
selves the Coalition of Participants of the 
Orange Revolution, attempted to enter 
the square while chanting “Shame” and 
“Ukraine is not a police state.” The pro-
testers were detained by the police.

The president also participated in a 
prayer service conducted at the Pecherska 
Lavra Monastery by Metropolitan 
Volodymyr of the Ukrainian Orthodox 
Church – Moscow Patriarchate, thus 
breaking with established tradition of 
having religious leaders of various 
Churches and denominations hold a joint 
prayer for Ukraine.

Meanwhile, members of the opposi-
tion, led by Yulia Tymoshenko, attended 
a prayer service conducted by Patriarch 
Filaret of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church 
– Kyiv Patriarchate at St. Volodymyr 
Cathedral. Ms. Tymoshenko also spoke 
during a public rally near the Taras 
Shevchenko monument during which she 
urged the people to stand up against the 
anti-Ukrainian moves of the current gov-
ernment.

Along with Prime Minister Mykola 

(Continued from page 1)

Ukraine celebrates... Azarov and Verkhovna Rada Chairman 
Vo l o d y m y r  Ly t v y n ,  P r e s i d e n t 
Yanukovych laid flowers before monu-
ments to Mykhailo Hrushevsky, president 
of the Ukrainian National Republic in 
1918, and Taras Shevchenko, Ukraine’s 
national bard.

On the eve of Independence Day, 
President Yanukovych hosted a reception 
for government officials, national depu-
ties, diplomats and other VIPs.

Sources: UNIAN, Ukrinform, website 
of Yulia Tymoshenko and official website 
of Ukraine’s president.

Zvarych was appointed on July 1 to chair 
the parliamentary temporary investigative 
committee on the Stockholm Arbitration 
C o u r t ’s  d e c i s i o n  i n  f a v o r  o f 
RosUkrEnergo. Authorities want to 
ensure that his committee reaches the 
conclusion that the state ought to return 
the 11 billion cubic meters of natural gas 
to RosUkrEnergo, Mr. Zvarych said. In 
response, Party of Regions National 
Deputy Viktor Korzh alleged Ms. 
Zvarych stole $12.7 million from the 
state budget through her firm and claimed 
to have evidence that the Zvaryches 
engaged in laundering value-added tax 
money from the state. Such evidence jus-
tified the SBU investigations, he said. 
Ms. Zvarych said those accusations are 
lies.

Nationalists

Å Mykola Kokhanivskyi is an indepen-
dent nationalist activist. The procurator 
general is prosecuting the 38-year-old 
Zaporizhia native for hooliganism and 
vandalizing monuments of cultural inher-
itance following his deed on the night of 
June 30, 2009, when he and four cohorts 
chiseled and deformed the face of the 
Vladimir Lenin statute in central Kyiv. 
He is also being prosecuted for assaulting 
on March 17 Viktor Voronin, an assistant 
to Ukrainophobe Education Minister 
Dmytro Tabachnyk. In his defense, Mr. 
Kokhanivskyi has argued that his intent 
was not hooliganism, but patriotism in 
fulfilling the May 2009 declaration by 
former President Viktor Yushchenko call-
ing upon Ukrainians to remove Soviet 
monuments. As for Mr. Voronin, he held 
a sign during the demonstration that said, 
“Ukrainian Nazis – hands off Tabachnyk” 

intended to provoke protesters. Mr. 
Kokhanivskyi said he grabbed the sign 
from Mr. Voronin, who threw himself on 
him, leading to being punched by the 
nationalist.

Å  Andri i  Mokhnyk and Ruslan 
Andriyko –are chair and deputy chair, 
respectively,  of  the Kyiv Oblast 
Organization of the Svoboda nationalist 
party. Mr. Andriyko was arrested four 
times during protests against illegal con-
struction, Vadym Kolesnichenko’s 
Ukrainophobe exhibit “Volyn Massacre,” 
Patriarch Kirill’s visit and the Kharkiv 
agreements concluded in April between 
the presidents of Ukraine and Russia. Mr. 
Mokhnyk was arrested twice – at the 
exhibit and the Kharkiv agreements pro-
test, for which he was forced to pay a 
fine. Svoboda party activists have become 
a prime target throughout Ukraine for law 
enforcement authorities, who have repeat-
edly arrested and prevented them from 
assembling in public and holding demon-
strations for which they have been denied 
a permit by the courts (in violation of their 
constitutional rights). A typical technique 
involves police encircling the protesters 
and preventing them from moving. They 
are typically arrested for no more than two 
weeks and fined.

The Chernovetskyi group

The Yanukovych administration spent 
the summer executing a virtual coup 
against the government of Kyiv Mayor 
Chernovetskyi. 

Gradually and methodically, law 
enforcement authorities have intimidated 
and arrested various key officials in the 
Kyiv city government, which have sent 
others fleeing, resigning or pledging alle-
giance to the Party of Regions. For exam-
ple ,  Kyiv  Metro  Director  Pet ro 
Miroshnykov submitted his resignation 
on August 3. 

Securing control of the Kyiv govern-
ment is critical for Mr. Yanukovych to get 
control over the capital city, observers 
said.

“The Yanukovych team is trying to 
single-handedly, without elections, gov-
ern the capital,” said Yaroslav Makitra, a 
Kyiv political expert. “It reeks of usurpa-
tion of power.”

Å Volodymyr Asadchyi is deputy gener-
al director of KyivPasTrans. Police arrest-
ed Mr. Asadchyi on July 27 and charged 
him with corruption related to the con-
struction of a tramcar line that cost the 
state $6.4 million. The Yanukovych 
administration said it will replace him.

Å Liudmyla Kachurova is Kyivõs health 
administration chair. Police arrested Ms. 
Kachurova on July 27 and charged her 
with mishandling $191,000 in budgetary 
funds. The Yanukovych administration 
announced a public competition to 
replace her. 

Å Oleksii Yevlakh is chair of the Kyiv 
City Council Commission on Real Estate, 
City Planning and Architecture, and 
Serhii Krymchak is the commission’s 
secretary. They were arrested by SBU 
agents on July 12 for their alleged 
involvement in real estate corruption. 
Both are Kyiv City Council deputies of 
the Chernovetskyi Bloc.

(Continued from page 9)
Yanukovych administration...
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the Postage Stamps of the Ukrainian 
National Republic” (Figure 5).

The final printed product reproduces 
the eight vertical-format stamps from the 
set and revalues four of them (two on 
each sheet) to 1.50 hrv and four to 2 hrv. 
The original values incorporated by 
Ivasiuk into the frame designs on each of 
the stamps are crossed with a single diag-
onal line (from lower left to upper right) 
to indicate that the denomination is no 
longer valid.

While the right side of each souvenir 
sheet displays the four reproduced stamps 
in a reduced 17-by-20-millimeter size, the 
left side presents one of the four designs 
enlarged to 41-by-48 millimeter. The two 
magnified images are of the lowest value 
(1 hrv) on the first sheet and the highest 
value (50 hrv) on the second sheet.

There is no doubt that the scans of the 
original drawings sent to Ukraine in 2006 
were used in creating the souvenir sheets 
since some changes that affected the art-
work over time are evident on the 
enlargements. Particularly noticeable is 
the blotchiness in the cross-hatching 
behind the trident on the 1-hrv value. In 
the 1920 printing, this background was 
much more uniform (Figure 6).

While the sheets are attractive enough, 

and I am grateful that something was 
finally done to honor Ivasiuk’s creative 
effort, on the whole I am somewhat 
underwhelmed by the final product. So 
much more could have been done. In par-
ticular I am disappointed that the four 
high-value images created by the artist 
were passed over. These were some of 
the finest of Ivasiuk’s designs and it is 
obvious that he spent more time on them 
than on most of the lower values. Every 
one of these four designs displays its own 
unique framework, each of which encap-
sulates the central vignette in a distinctive 
way (Figure 7 A-B). In addition, the four 
designs are bicolored, in contrast to all 
the other values of this issue.

It is also unfortunate that the current 
postal regime is so staid that it seems to 
suffer from a lack of creativity. Producing 
something novel like the proposed 
16-stamp souvenir sheet would not only 
have highlighted the entire original stamp 
set, but could have stretched the imagina-
tion of one or several of Ukraine’s phila-
telic designers.

Nonetheless, I do not want to end this 
write-up on a down note. I am gratified that 
one of Ukraine’s major artists of the past 
century has finally been recognized by a 
philatelic release. It is my sincere hope that 
more of Mykola Ivasiuk’s oeuvre will 
appear on stamps soon – perhaps in 2015, 
on the 150th anniversary of his birth. 

Kozak commandant (hetman) entering Kyiv 
after his victories over the Poles and being 
welcomed by the populace as the liberator – 
the “new Moses” – of Ukraine. Greeting 
him at the Cathedral of St. Sophia in Kyiv 
are Metropolitan Sylvester Kossiv, clergy, 
students, foreign ambassadors from 
Moldavia, Wallachia and Transylvania, and 
emissaries from Turkey.

Figure B shows what I believe to be the 
first of Ivasiuk’s renderings of this scene. 
Khmelnytsky is shown riding up to the 
entrance of St. Sophia, while the metropoli-
tan descends the cathedral steps and pro-
nounces a blessing. Few figures appear to 
the right of the scene; most are to the left 
riding behind the hetman or kneeling in 
obeisance before him.

Figure C is a more complex version of 

(Continued from page 13)
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Figure B. Presumed first version of Ivasiuk’s famous painting of “Khmelnytsky’s 
Entry into Kyiv” (completed circa 1892).

Figure C. Another, more-detailed rendering of the “Khmelnytsky Entry” picture.

Figure D. Probable final rendition of the “Khmelnytsky Entry” work of art 
(dated to 1912).

Figure A. Self-portrait of the artist 
Mykola Ivasiuk from 1887.

the entry scene. Many more figures have 
been included to add to the impression of a 
tumultuous welcome. The space to the side 
of the hetman has been cleared to allow for 
a better view of the figure astride his white 
steed. Silks and other paraphernalia – pre-
sumably booty from his campaigns – are 
spread before him. The metropolitan, sur-
rounded by additional clergymen, stands to 

receive the conquering hero.
Figure D is the interpretation I have come 

across most often and I believe it is 
Ivasiuk’s final version. It does not differ too 
markedly from the preceding rendering, but 
distinct alterations appear in the Kozak 
entourage that follows the hetman, as well 
as in some of the standards and banners that 
these officers carry.
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