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$1/$2 in Ukraine

Base-for-gas
deal reveals
political split

by Danylo Peleschuk
Special to The Ukrainian Weekly

TORONTO - In his most overt turn
toward Russia since assuming office,
Ukrainian President Viktor Yanukovych on
April 21 signed a deal with Russian
President Dmitry Medvedev extending the
Russian Black Sea Fleet’s lease on its base
in the Crimean port of Sevastopol in
exchange for cheaper natural gas imports.

Mr. Yanukovych’s move revealed politi-
cal cleavages in Ukraine and sparked out-
rage from opposition forces, which allege
that Mr. Yanukovych is endangering
Ukraine’s sovereignty. Some experts, how-
ever, said it was a pragmatic decision that
allows Ukraine to shore up its troubled
economy by closing in on a staggering bud-
get deficit.

Much of the current deficit stems from
Ukraine’s state oil and gas company,
Naftohaz Ukrany, and its inability to shoul-
der the costs of Ukraine’s gas-thirsty heavy
industries has further crippled an economy
that shrank more than 15 percent in 2009.
The deal is expected to allow Ukraine to
keep its deficit below 6 percent of the gross
domestic product (GDP), a requirement for
the International Monetary Fund to resume
its loan program to Ukraine.

“One way of looking at this agreement is
in a purely instrumental way of economic
rationality,” said Serhiy Kudelia, assistant
professor of political science at the National
University of Kyiv Mohyla Academy. “The
deal with Russia also allows Ukraine to
make a deal with the IMF It’s all intercon-
nected.”

Presidents Yanukovych and Medvedev
met in Kharkiv on April 21 to hash out the
deal, which will keep the fleet stationed on
Ukrainian territory until 2042 and cut
Ukraine’s price tag for Russian gas by 30
percent through 2019.

The measure would save Ukraine about
$3 billion this year on the 30 billion cubic
meters it is contracted to import in 2010, and
would save about $40 billion by 2019,
according to Mr. Yanukovych.

Russia will continue to pay the $93 mil-
lion yearly rent stipulated in the original
1997 agreement about the fleet’s basing, and
will pay $100 million starting in 2017.

Observers, however, see ulterior motives.
According to Dr. Kudelia, the deal also pro-
vides a convenient cover for government
officials with connections in the energy sec-
tor to neglect crucial reforms — the signature
shady politics that marked President Leonid
Kuchma’s regime.

“If in the short term it may have avoided
financial collapse, then for the next 25 years

(Continued on page 10)

Rada’s approval of Medvedev-Yanukovych pact sparks protests

by Zenon Zawada

Kyiv Press Bureau

KYIV — Ukraine’s pro-Russian parlia-
mentary majority ratified the Medvedev-
Yanukovych pact during an exceptionally
violent April 27 session, where lawmakers
traded fists amidst smoke and flying eggs.
Outside, Kyiv’s biggest scuffles in five years
erupted between police and protesters.

Taking shelter behind umbrellas held by
bodyguards, Verkhovna Rada Chair
Volodymyr Lytvyn led the session to ratify
the controversial agreement amidst a rain of
eggs hurled by the opposition. Brawls ignit-
ed, in which deputies pulled hair and
smashed noses, images of which reached
televisions and newspapers globally.

The defiant majority mustered 236 votes
to ratify the pact signed by Ukrainian
President Viktor Yanukovych and Russian
Federation President Dmitry Medvedeyv,
which would extend the lease of the Russian
Black Sea Fleet in Sevastopol by 25 years in
exchange for a discount on natural gas pric-
es for 10 years, which President Yanukovych
claimed would result in $40 billion in sav-
ings.

Pro-Russian forces said the deal served to
benefit the Ukrainian economy, while pro-
Western politicians said not only was money
not saved, but Ukraine’s sovereignty was
ultimately sacrificed.

“Sevastopol is the first step,” said Yulia
Tymoshenko, the most popular leader
among the fractured opposition. “Without
doubt, Crimea will be next if the gang con-
tinues its politics. Ukraine has begun the
process of losing its independence.”

Among those offering support for the
pact were 16 deputies from pro-Western
forces — nine from the Tymoshenko Bloc
and seven from Our Ukraine-People’s Self-

(Continued on page 10)
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Opposition deputies in the Verkhovna Rada carry in a huge Ukrainian flag bear-
ing the words “No to state betrayal.”

Efrem Lukatsky

Ukrainian police apply force and push back protesters outside the Verkhovna
Rada on April 27, when the majority ratified the Medvedev-Yanukovych pact.

In Canada, a discussion of vanishing Jewish heritage in Ukraine

by Oksana Zakydalsky

TORONTO - The erasing of the Jewish
past in Ukraine has recently been the subject
of several books, such as Omer Bartov’s
“Erased — Vanishing Traces of Jewish
Galicia in Present-Day Ukraine” and Father
Patrick Desbois’ “Holocaust by Bullets.”

Out of a Jewish population of 2 million
who lived on the territory of what is now
Ukraine, 1.4 million were murdered by the
Nazis during World War II. The majority of
Jewish historical communities — some of
which had been in Ukraine for hundreds of
years, were wiped out.

The 1989 Soviet census gave the number
of Jews in Ukraine as 487,000 but, since
1991, about 80 percent have emigrated. The
Jewish population in Ukraine currently
totals about 100,000. Although the number
is not large, the Ukrainian Jewish historical

legacy is long and extensive. And, like
Ukrainians in the diaspora, Jews who trace
their family roots to Ukraine want to lay
claim to both their family histories and to
their Jewish legacy.

Various Jewish organizations and initia-
tives around the world have been set up to
recover and restore this legacy. One such
organization is the Union of Councils for
Jews of the Former Soviet Union, formerly
known as the Union of Councils for Soviet
Jews (the organization still uses the acronym
UCSJ). The UCSJ office in Ukraine is head-
ed by Meylakh Sheykhet.

Mr. Sheykhet was a special guest of
Member of Parliament Borys Wrzesnewskyj
at a discussion on Ukrainian-Jewish rela-
tions held on April 8 at the Canadian
Ukrainian Art Foundation gallery. The pres-
ident of the Canadian Jewish Congress
(CJC), Mark Freiman, was also present, and

the audience, which included the bishops of
both the Ukrainian Catholic and Ukrainian
Orthodox Churches of Canada and
Ukrainian Canadian Congress President
Paul Grod, packed the room.

The main areas of activity of the UCSJ in
Ukraine are monitoring human rights, pro-
viding legal support and advocacy for cases
dealing with human rights, dealing with
questions connected to the Holocaust, and
preserving and protecting the cultural heri-
tage of Jews in Ukraine.

During the Soviet period, Mr. Sheykhet
taught at the Odesa Telecommunications
Institute. His family were observant Jews,
but behind closed doors. When the Jewish
refusenik movement took hold in the 1970s,
Mr. Sheykhet went to Moscow and became
a part of that underground. He received per-

(Continued on page 9)
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Jubilant Medvedev praises Yanukovych
and threatens Belarusian president

by Pavel Felgenhauer

Eurasia Daily Monitor

On April 21 Moscow achieved one of
its most important long-term strategic
goals — to secure a continued military
presence in Ukraine by keeping its base
in Sevastopol, Crimea.

During a summit in Kharkiv in eastern
Ukraine, Presidents Viktor Yanukovych
and Dmitry Medvedev signed a barter
agreement that will reduce by 30 percent
the price of natural gas for Ukraine and
extend the lease of Sevastopol as the main
base of the Russian Black Sea Fleet for
25 years plus an automatic prolongation
of 5 years.

At present, the Ukrainian Constitution
forbids foreign military bases, while
Russia, in 1997, was allowed to preserve
its base in Crimea until May 2017. It is
not yet clear whether the 30-year exten-
sion will commence on the day of ratifi-
cation of the new agreement, or in 2017.

During their press conference in
Kharkiv, both presidents insisted that the
Black Sea Fleet problem has been perma-
nently resolved. Ukrainian sources say
the Black Sea Fleet may stay in
Sevastopol until 2042 (www.unian.net,
April 21).

According to Mr. Yanukovych, the new
agreement will come into force in April
2010: “We hastened the decision about
the stationing of the Black Sea Fleet on
Ukrainian territory since our Russian
friends needed clarity on this question,”
Mr. Yanukovych told journalists, adding:
“The continued presence of the Black Sea
Fleet in Sevastopol will increase regional
security” (RIA Novosti, Interfax, April
21).

Mr. Medvedev announced that the

The strategic im-
portance of keep-
ing a military foot-
hold in Crimea is
iImportant enough
for Russian lead-
ers to effectively
INncrease payment
for Sevastopol
manifold.

agreements to keep the Russian base in
Sevastopol and cheaper natural gas for
Ukraine are closely interconnected: “The
announced discount on gas will be con-
sidered as part of the drastically increased
lease payment for our base in Sevastopol.”
Technically, the Russian gas monopoly
Gazprom will be allowed to export gas to
Ukraine without paying export duties to
the Russian budget — at present 30 per-
cent.

According to Mr. Yanukovych, the gas
discount will “amount to Ukraine receiv-
ing $40 billion in investment aid in 10
years.” Gazprom will not lose profit, but
the Russian federal budget will apparent-
ly lose $3 billion to $4 billion annually
under the new agreement. Under the 1997
lease agreement that seems to have been
terminated in Kharkiv, $97 million was

(Continued on page 42)

Opposition slams Yanukovych promise
to give up highly enriched uranium

by Pavel Korduban

Eurasia Daily Monitor

Ukrainian President Viktor Yanukovych
promised his U.S. counterpart, Barack
Obama, to give up the country’s stockpile
of highly enriched uranium (HEU) during
their meeting on the fringes of the nuclear
security summit in Washington on April
12. In return, Washington offered finan-
cial and technical assistance, in particular
$250 million to enhance security at the
decommissioned Chornobyl nuclear
plant.

The agreement was touted as a great
success by the Ukrainian government.
However, the nationalist opposition lam-
basted the uranium deal as a betrayal of
national interests.

Ukraine’s stockpile of HEU amounts
to some 90 kilos kept at nuclear research
centers in Kyiv, Sevastopol and Kharkiv.
This would be enough to make several
nuclear warheads, according to
Oleksander Hudyma, a Ukrainian nation-
al deputy and energy expert,
(Komsomolskaya Pravda v Ukraine, April
13). Officially, this was a voluntary move
designed to make it harder for terrorists
to obtain fissile material for use in build-
ing a nuclear bomb. Vice Prime Minister
Volodymyr Semynozhenko, whose remit
includes science, said that Ukraine would
work more closely with the United States
in nuclear technologies as a result of the

agreement (UNIAN, April 18).

Ukrainian Foreign Affairs Minister
Kostyantyn Gryshchenko said that HEU
should be transported to Russia, while
Ukraine would receive in exchange low
enriched uranium for scientific studies
from Russia and the U.S. He also said
that Ukraine needed “the most modern
and unique equipment” for nuclear
research (Inter TV, April 16).

Among Mr. Yanukovych’s other
achievements during the Washington
summit, Mr. Gryshchenko listed Mr.
Obama’s promise to support financial sta-
bilization in Ukraine and an agreement
that U.S. Secretary of State Hillary
Clinton will visit Kyiv in the summer
(Zerkalo Nedeli, April 17).

Opinions about the HEU agreement
were less enthusiastic outside the main
ruling Party of Regions. Verkhovyna
Rada Chairman Volodymyr Lytvyn,
whose eponymous bloc is a junior mem-
ber of the ruling coalition, said on the
parliamentary TV channel that the inter-
national community would not have
allowed Ukraine to keep HEU anyway,
but he suggested that it must demand tan-
gible compensation. “The question is
what Ukraine will receive for this,” he
said (Rada TV, April 16).

Liberal politician Arseniy Yatsenyuk,
who came fourth among 18 candidates in

(Continued on page 42)
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Base-for-gas deal condemned

KYIV — Ukraine’s opposition forces
have united to condemn a new agreement
that provides a 25-year extension to the
Russian navy’s lease of Sevastopol in
return for cheaper gas imports. The demo-
cratic forces said they would seek to stop
the agreement from being ratified at the
April 27 session of the Verkhovna Rada.
In an interview with the Financial Times,
Leader of the Opposition Yulia
Tymoshenko described the deal “as a
shocking trade-off.” She went on to say,
“This casts Ukraine 20 years back towards
the Soviet Union. Independence is at risk.
I don’t want to see our country fall under
authoritarianism and controlled democra-
cy.” Chapter 1, Article 17 of the
Constitution of Ukraine clearly states:
“The location of foreign military bases
shall not be permitted on the territory of
Ukraine.” Whereas the Russian navy’s use
of the Black Sea port preceded the
Constitution, its lease was due to expire in
2017 and, in line with the Constitution,
Russian forces were due to quit the port.
Any agreement that permits the fleet to
stay on after the expiry of the lease is
therefore unlawful, say opposition forces.
Ms. Tymoshenko warned that the security
of Europe and the region were at stake.
Russia used ships from its Black Sea Fleet
during its short war with Georgia in
August 2008. Vessels from the fleet
patrolled the coast of Abkhazia and sunk a
Georgian missile boat. “We could auto-
matically be pulled into one side of a con-
flict. In a worst-case scenario, we could
lose Crimea,” said Ms Tymoshenko. The
new agreement has united the democratic
forces in opposition. Front for Change
Party leader Arseniy Yatsenyuk said, “Mr.
President, don’t submit this shameful
agreement for ratification by Parliament.”
Viacheslav Kyrylenko, leader of For
Ukraine, said, “Opposition forces must
unite not to allow this agreement to be rati-
fied by the Parliament. In this issue we
need a strong effective opposition.” Ms.
Tymoshenko urged Western governments
to “stop turning a blind eye” to Mr.
Yanukovych’s trampling of Ukraine’s
Constitution, and not to “betray principles
of democracy and freedom of speech for

the sake of would-be stability.” (BYuT
Inform)

Azarov: deal good for economy

KYIV - The ratification by the
Verkhovna Rada of the agreement signed in
Kharkiv by Ukrainian President Viktor
Yanukovych and Russian President Dmitry
Medvedev extending the basing of the
Russian Black Sea Fleet on the territory of
Ukraine does not restrict Ukraine’s sover-
eignty, said Prime Minister Mykola Azarov
said on April 28. On the contrary, it is a cata-
lyst of accelerated economic growth, he
added. (Ukrinform)

Russians buying housing in Crimea

KYIV — Russian citizens, after a consid-
erable interval, have begun to actively pur-
chase housing in Crimea, the press service
of the Zoloti Vorota corporation, which
includes the company Sevastopolbud, told
Ukrinform on April 26. The number of
transactions with buyers from Russia over
the past two months grew in Sevastopol by
20-30 percent — which is four to five apart-
ments a month. However, the number of real
buyers from Russia may be higher: in some
cases, transactions are conducted by close
relatives who are residents of Ukraine, thus
avoiding difficulties in drawing up transac-
tions for non-residents. The buyers are
mainly servicemen of the Russian Black Sea
Fleet who have reached pension age, as well
as residents of Moscow, St. Petersburg and
the Ural Federal Region. (Ukrinform)

Kravchuk notes restricted sovereignty

KYIV — Former President Leonid
Kravchuk (1991-1994) says that, by its lat-
est decision on the Russian Black Sea Fleet,
Ukraine has confirmed its consent to remain
a country with restricted sovereignty until
2042, the newspaper Vechirni Visti reported
on April 28. “There has never been a single
disputable question between Ukraine and
Russia, be it the Black Sea Fleet or distribu-
tion of former Soviet property, in which the
gas valve was not used as a lever of pressure
on us,” noted the politician, who once signed
agreements on the division of the USSR’s
Black Sea Fleet. The presence of the Russian

(Continued on page 36)
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Russia achieves strategic gains at Ukraine’s and Europe’s expense

by Stephen Blank

Eurasia Daily Monitor

Russia’s new deal with Ukraine on the
Black Sea Fleet (BSF) and gas prices has
profound bilateral significance, as well as
for the Commonwealth of Independent
States (CIS) and even Europe. It ratifies
long-term Russian gains at the expense of
all the other players and continues to solid-
ify Moscow’s claim to possess a sphere of
influence in the former Soviet Union.

Ukraine had sought to obtain reduced
gas prices to cope with its deep economic
crisis. It had three alternatives.

The first, which it pursued, was to offer
Moscow a share in a consortium alongside
Ukraine and the EU, to manage the reorga-
nization of the Ukrainian gas distribution
network. Moscow turned this down, not
wanting to be part of a consortium in
regard to reforming the Ukrainian gas net-
work, because it would not have a control-
ling share and, equally importantly, oppor-
tunities for corruption in the current status
quo constitute the foundation of much of
Russia’s gas wealth and leverage upon
Ukraine and other East European states. If
there is to be a consortium, Moscow wants
it to be one that it controls.

Kyiv’s second alternative was to bite
the bullet and institute reforms within its
gas economy (Kyiv Post, April 15). Yet,
that course alienates President Viktor
Yanukovych’s power base, which depends
on cheap gas and non-transparent deals.
Such reforms would also generate momen-
tum towards greater harmonization of the
Ukrainian economy with those of EU
members to its West and would thus repre-
sent a form of Westernization over the
long-term — clearly not something Moscow
wants as the present situation affords it
multiple sources of leverage.

Consequently, Ukraine adopted this new
deal where it receives a 30 percent reduc-
tion in the cost of gas (from $330 per thou-
sand cubic meters (tcm) to $230 per tcm).
It obviates the need for a politically diffi-
cult reform, allows Ukraine to formulate a
budget without meeting the tough criteria
set by the International Monetary Fund
(IMF), satisfies Mr. Yanukovych’s support,
and takes the controversial issue of the
BSF off the table. It also rescues the trou-
bled Naftogaz Ukrainy from looming
bankruptcy (RIA Novosti, April 22).

However, in numerous ways this short-
term deal represents a defeat for Ukraine
and a massive victory for Russia. Kyiv

NEWS ANALYSIS: For NATO'’s

Eastern members,

by Ahto Lobjakas
RFE/RL

The guerrilla campaign conducted by
NATO’s Eastern European members to
keep the alliance from straying too far from
its Cold War-era trenches looking out
toward Russia has taken a new turn.

Having tried — and failed — to extract an
ironclad and actionable guarantee that the
mutual defense clause enshrined in Article 5
of NATO’s charter would be fully applicable
to any and all acts of Russian aggression, the
guerrillas appear to have changed tactics.

Behind the scenes of the NATO foreign
ministers meeting in Tallinn, Estonia, on
April 22-23, all the attention was suddenly
on Article 4. Instead of the head-on colli-
sion with a foe implied by Article 5, Article
4 sets out a framework for allies to request
consultations on their security concerns. It
states: “The parties will consult together
whenever, in the opinion of any of them,
the territorial integrity, political indepen-
dence, or security of any of the parties is
threatened.”

The Estonian hosts of the meeting in
Tallinn obliquely acknowledged a shift in
tactics. President Toomas Hendrik Ilves
publicly admonished local journalists for
their fixation with Article 5, saying that
“Article 4 is no less important.”

Foreign Minister Urmas Paet told RFE/
RL that for Estonia, “there are no problems
with Article 5.” Nevertheless, tacitly admit-
ting to latent concerns, the minister went on
to say that “one possibility” would be to
develop the “under-used Article 4 into a
procedure to be evoked without hesitation
in possible crises.” Mr. Paet also alluded to
a possible “preventive” role of Article 4.

When it comes to Russia, Estonia is in
the thick of things with the two other
Baltic states, with their sizeable ethnic
Russian minorities. All three are waging
what have come to be known as “memory
wars” with a Russia unwilling to acknowl-
edge Communist-era crimes and the forc-
ible occupation of the Baltic states by the
Soviet Union. To Moscow’s great conster-
nation, all give ardent backing to the pro-
Western aspirations of Ukraine and
Georgia, and have sounded alarm bells
over the impending sale by France of
Mistral-class warships to Russia.

IS 4 better than 5?

The shift of attention to Article 4 appears
to have the blessing of NATO’s powers-
that-be. At least Secretary-General Anders
Fogh Rasmussen volunteered support for
the resuscitation of the rarely used clause,
telling a security conference in the margins
of the Tallinn meeting that “traditionally we
[NATO] have tended not to discuss issues
until we were required to deal with them.”
But, he said, NATO should “discuss a far
greater range of security issues that are of
concern to allies. Not just those which
demand immediate response.”

Article 4, Mr. Rasmussen concluded,
“will allow to develop the necessary com-
mon position on these potentially difficult
issues.”

It remains to be seen whether the step
back taken by NATO’s Eastern European
dissidents (assuming this is what has hap-
pened) will be followed by two steps for-
ward (as is doubtless the intention).

At first glance, this appears doubtful, to
say the least. First, Mr. Rasmussen and the
Estonian exponents of Article 4 clearly have
differing takes on the assumptions underly-
ing any possible resorting to the clause.
Where the former sees an opportunity for
“consultations,” the latter put an emphasis
on “prevention.”

Meanwhile, the United States and
NATO’s larger Western European allies
have made it abundantly clear they have no
wish at all to antagonize Russia for the fore-
seeable future. Putting cooperation with
Russia at risk is seen as counterproductive
for a wide variety of reasons, ranging from
the tactical to strategic.

There is also the danger that consulta-
tions, when initiated, do not produce con-
sensus, but, instead, simply serve to broad-
cast evidence of divisions. This famously
happened in the run-up to the war in Iraq.
And not only in the shape of the acrimoni-
ous debate involving the United States on
one side and Germany and France on the
other. When Turkey, fearful of a an Iraqi
backlash after an invasion, specifically tried
to invoke Article 4, it took weeks for
Ankara to get NATO to formally acknowl-
edge its concerns.

In fact, it is difficult if not impossible to
recall a single instance within NATO or the

(Continued on page 39)

loses because the BSF and its accompany-
ing socio-political-economic-cultural infra-
structure enable Russia to keep Crimea,
and thus Ukraine, in a permanent condi-
tion of de facto circumscribed and limited
sovereignty. Moscow will retain all its
points of leverage over Kyiv and gain
more because the deal allows Russia to
build two nuclear reactors in Ukraine and
preserve its nuclear monopoly there (as an
alternative to gas).

Apart from this limitation on Ukraine’s
effective sovereignty, Moscow also rein-
forces its tangible leverage over Kyiv by
restoring its dependence on Russian subsi-
dies and preserving Ukraine’s non-trans-
parent gas economy.

Third, it prevents Ukrainian democrati-
zation and market reforms. Fourth, it
thereby inhibits Kyiv’s moves towards the
IMF, and ultimately the EU. Fifth, given
the lease’s duration of 25 years, with an
option to renew for another five years, this
deal all but ensures that future Ukrainian
governments will be stuck with a minority
controlled by Moscow in Crimea, and will
find it very difficult to move westward
towards the EU or NATO until 2042, if not
later.

This deal also has profound implica-
tions for Ukrainian and European gas sup-
plies. Russia is intensifying its work with
Ukraine on the aforementioned consortium
to restructure its gas network (RIA
Novosti, April 22). Nonetheless, with
Ukraine firmly dependent on Russia,
Moscow will gain more leverage upon it
because it is pushing hard for South
Stream, which will essentially bypass
Ukraine as regards supplying Central and
Southeastern Europe. If South Stream pro-
ceeds, as Moscow hopes, it will isolate

Ukraine from Europe even more.

Similarly, this deal shows Moscow
reverting to past practices of subsidizing
neighbors and “special friends” to preserve
their dependence upon Russia. Moscow
had claimed to abandon this policy in
2005, but never fully managed to do so.
Now, it is clearly going to become a policy
once again, and a powerful source of lever-
age on Europe and Eurasia.

Indeed, Russian Energy Minister Sergei
Shmatko announced that Moscow sees no
reason to revise other contracts, so the
price of favorable subsidies for any other
customer will be more dependence on, or
subservience to Russian objectives (RIA
Novosti, April 22).

Finally, this deal also allows Russia to
maintain the BSF, even if it is not very
useful outside the CIS, and continue to try
and close the Black Sea to NATO and use
it (especially if it procures the Mistral and
accompanying infrastructure with that ship
from France) to intimidate Georgia and
maintain constant pressure on Ukraine.

This is an extraordinarily impressive
victory for Moscow, but it is a major loss
for Kyiv and the EU, which continues to
pay the price of having no effective energy
policy on Russia, or no coherent policy for
the members of the CIS between Belarus
and Armenia.

Since nature abhors a vacuum, Moscow
has not only filled that space, it has taken
another major step towards consolidating
itself as the security manager of the
European CIS.

The article above is reprinted from
Eurasia Daily Monitor with permission
from its publisher, the Jamestown
Foundation, www.jamestown.org.
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way). ...

responsibilities.

in Ukraine.”

Quotable notes

“...For a deal [Ukraine receiving cheaper gas in exchange for extending
Russia’s Black Sea Fleet presence in Crimea through at least 2042] of such con-
sequence and implications, it was irresponsible of the Rada to have taken up the
issue so quickly, without proper review, especially given the agreement’s lack of

“In defending the gas deal, [President Viktor] Yanukovych and his team argue
that Ukraine will save between $3 billion and $4 billion per year on gas. ...
However, the gas deal also raises a series of fundamental questions. ...Who will
benefit from this lowered price? Will it be the country as a whole or favored oli-
garchs and industries or, worse yet, shady intermediaries? Was striking a long-
term gas deal essential to Ukraine’s efforts to reach a new agreement with the
IMF for some $12 billion in Special Drawing Rights? These would have been
good questions for the Rada to have asked before ratifying the agreement.

“In exchange for lowering the price, Russia received an extension on its Black
Sea Fleet presence at Sevastopol, which currently expires in 2017. The country’s
Constitution forbids the presence of foreign forces on Ukrainian soil (with an
exception made for the Black Sea Fleet until 2017). This new agreement will
prompt additional challenges in the Constitutional Court, though the opposition
shouldn’t hold its breath that it will prevail there given that court’s earlier ques-
tionable ruling on the formation of the new governing coalition. It will also boost
Russia’s sense that it is recovering its standing in the region, and already Russia’s
ambassador to NATO has crowed that the deal spells the end of any prospects of
Ukraine’s membership in NATO (not that those were great any time soon any-

“... the point for revisionist Russian leaders is that under this deal they will
retain their tentacles in Ukraine in a fashion that is stirring up divisions inside
that country. This is likely to reinforce the impression among many in the West
that Ukraine is hopeless, cutting corrupt deals with Moscow, and simply not
worth engaging. This, too, is a key Russian goal — for the United States and the
European Union to take a hands-off approach to Ukraine.

“U.S. Secretary of State Hillary Clinton, when asked about the deal last week,
described it as part of Yanukovych’s ‘balancing act.” ... Now, the U.S. and EU
governments should be pressing Yanukovych for transparency on this deal and
disclosure of all that it entails. Of course, the Rada should have demanded that
before its premature vote for ratification, but instead it chose to abdicate its

“The ‘balancing act’ Clinton referred to — a debatable point to begin with — has
quickly turned into an unhealthy tilting toward Russia, producing undesirable
rifts in Ukraine that over time could threaten the country’s viability as a truly
strong, independent state. Yanukovych must remember that he is president of all
Ukraine; he needs to act like a unifying leader, not a divisive one.”

— David Kramer, senior trans-Atlantic fellow with the German Marshall Fund
in Washington, writing on April 27 in his commentary titled “Polarizing Politics
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Delegates and alternates of the 37th Regular Convention of the UNA

The UNA By-Laws stipulate that, at
least 30 days before a convention, the
UNA Executive Committee approves the
delegates and alternates to the convention
and appoints five members each to the
Credentials Committee, Committee on
Revision of By-Laws and Finance
Committee from among the convention
delegates elected by their branches.

This year, due to severe weather in
many areas where UNA branches are
located, branch meetings at which dele-
gates and their alternates were to have
been elected were postponed for suffi-
cient cause. Normally the results of such
meetings — i.e., the names of the dele-
gates and alternates elected — are to be
reported to the UNA national secretary

at least 60 days before a convention.

On Saturday, March 20, on the rec-
ommendation of the UNA Auditing
Committee, the UNA Executive
Committee, as per the UNA By-Laws
extended the due date of the submis-
sions of delegates and alternates until
April 21. The UNA By-Laws in Article
13 stipulate: “Any branch failing to

comply herewith shall waive and forfeit
its right to representation and vote at the
Convention unless excused by the
Executive Committee in writing for
proper and sufficient cause.”

Following are the names and branch-
es of the delegates and alternates to the
37th Regular Convention of the
Ukrainian National Association.

Branch Delegate Alternate Delegates Branch Delegate Alternate Delegates
5 Oksana Lew 174 Vera Krywyj Nina Wasylkevych
10 Lubov Streletsky Lubov Shumylo 175 Olena Papiz Alexander Serafyn

Vasily Streletsky Nadia Mishin 194 Oksana Lopatynsky Nadia Sawczuk
13 John Suchowacki Taras Myshchuk 234 Maria Oscislawski Ivan Chelak
20/165 Tamara Kuropas Roman Kuropas Andrij Gavdanovich Liliya Gavdanovich
25 Oksana Trytjak 238 Stephanie Majkut
27 Daria Semegen Roman Lesko 242 Joseph Chabon
37 Oksana Stanko Andrea Chabon
47 Oksana Koziak Oleh Balaziuk 269 Sofia Derzko Valia Kaploun
59 Bohdan Doboszczak Thor Hayda 277 Myron Kuzio Myron Kolinsky
76 Andrew Hrechak 283/355 Stefan Lysiak
83 Michael Luciw Olga Hryshchshyn 287/254 Markian Hadzewycz
Michael Hryshchyshyn  Ulana Dubas 292/82 Irene Pryjma
88 Roman Hawryluk Sofia Semanyszyn 305/17 Nestor Olesnycky
Anna Slobodian Marianne Hawryluk 325/153 Bohdana Puzyk Barbara Chupa
94 Lydia Kolodchin Wsewolod Hnatczuk 327/247 George Soltys Lubomira Szeremeta
96 Jaroslawa P Komichak 349 Stefan Zacharko Daria Samotulka
Raymond Komichak 360 Bohdar Malaniak Marta Shevchuk
102 Oleh Palaschenko Myroslawa Holubec George Shevchuk
Andrew Futey 362/163 Maria Walchuk Teodore Duda
Olga Palaschenko 367 Christine Dziuba Daria Hanushewsky
112 Alice Olenchuk Nancy Fedak 397 Ulana Proziuk Clare Chomyn
120 Eli Matiash Mark Szedny 399/257 Lubomira Keske
125 Gloria Paschen Levka Pankow 402/401 Anna Burij Omelan Drohobyckyj
133/142 Michael Bohdan Nancy Bohdan 407/432 Tatiana Miskiv
134/316 Iouri Lazirko Valentina Lazirko 409 Genet Boland John Boland
161 Michael Hrycyk Robert Pirchinello 414/387 Donald Horbaty Irene Oliynyk
Tim Ganter 434 Marta Bilyk
Charles Saunders 450/267 Motria Milanytch Gloria Tolopka
171 Genevieve Kufta Steve Woch 452 Gregory Allen Vaughn  Natalie Shuya
Martha Lysko Wolodar Lysko 461 Ben Doliszny Janina Groch
172 Stephan Welhasch 465 Ewhen Osidacz Nina Hawryluk
173 Peter Serba Joanne Dimon

UNA Executive Committee holds
special pre-convention meeting

by Christine E. Kozak
UNA National Secretary

PARSIPPANY, N.J. — On Monday,

By-Laws and Finance committees. The
members of these committees are named
from among the elected delegates.

The committees named for the 37th

Mission Statement

The Ukrainian National Association exists:

April 12, the Executive Committee of the
Ukrainian National Association Inc. held
a special meeting to approve the delegates
and alternates to the 37th UNA
Convention.

In accordance with the By-Laws of the
UNA, the Executive Committee approved
the delegates and alternate delegates for
the 37th Convention being held at the
Soyuzivka Heritage Center, May 20-23.
Additional delegates and alternates,
whose names were received after April 12
through the announced deadline of April
21, were approved by the Executive
Committee via e-mail.

The Executive Committee also
appointed members to the Credentials,

UNA Convention are: .

A Committee on Revision of By-laws &
Michael Bohdan (Branches 133/142),
Andrew Futey (Branch 102), Yaroslawa
Komichak (Branch 96), Martha Lysko
(Branch 171), George Soltys (Branches
327/247);

A Credentials Committee 8 Bohdan
Doboszczak (Branch 59), Oksana Koziak
(Branch 47), Myron Kuzio (Branch 277),
Oksana Lopatynsky (Branch 194),
Bohdana Puzyk (Branches 325/153); and

A Finance Committee & Joseph Chabon
(Branch 242), Christine Dziuba (Branch
367), Michael Hrycyk (Branch 161), Oleh
Palaschenko (Branch 102), Gloria
Paschen (Branch 125).

to promote the principles of fraternalism;

* to preserve the Ukrainian, Ukrainian
American and Ukrainian Canadian heri-
tage and culture; and

* to provide quality financial services and
products to its members.

As a fraternal insurance society, the Ukrainian
National Association reinvests its earnings for
the benefit of its members and the Ukrainian
community.

Visit our archive online: www.ukrweekly.com

THE UNA: 116 YEARS OF SERVICE TO OUR COMMUNITY
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CONVENTION PRIMER: Program and committees of a UNA convention

The Ukrainian National Association will
hold its 37th Regular Convention from
Thursday, May 20, through Sunday, May 23,
at Soyuzivka in Kerhonkson, N.Y. With that
in mind, The Ukrainian Weekly is publishing
a series titled “Convention Primer” that
will explain the UNA’s goals, structure and
operations, as well as what UNA conven-
tions are all about. This is the fourth article
in the series.

Two weeks ago, in our April 18 issue,
The Ukrainian Weekly published the official
program of the 37th Regular Convention of
the Ukrainian National Association. (The
program also appeared in the Ukrainian lan-
guage in Svoboda’s April 16 issue.) In
accordance with the UNA By-Laws, the
convention program must be announced “at
least 30 days prior to the Convention.”

The By-Laws stipulate that “The
Executive Committee at a special session
called by the President, shall prepare a pro-
gram for the Convention.” That meeting
was held at the UNA headquarters on April
12.

Also at that meeting, once again as direct-
ed by the By-Laws, the UNA Executive
Committee approved the delegates and alter-
nates to the 37th Convention, and appointed
five members each to the Credentials
Committee, Committee on Revision of
By-Laws and Finance Committee from
among the convention delegates elected by
their branches.

The UNA By-Laws state that “The dele-
gates on each respective committee shall be
from different states; they shall elect from
among their number a chairperson and sec-
retary, and shall meet with one or more
members of the Executive Committee.”

The By-Laws also spell out the duties of
these committees. It is important to note that
the Credentials Committee “shall meet at
least three days prior to the Convention” to
“review and investigate the credentials of all
the delegates or alternates and report to the
Convention those entitled to be seated.”

The Committee on Revision of By-Laws,
according to the UNA By-Laws “shall meet
at least one day before the Convention, shall
consider the advisability of the change or
revision of any of the By-Laws, and shall
present the same with their recommendation
to the Convention for action.” In addition,
this committee “shall also consider all pre-
convention proposals for the good and wel-
fare of the association received by the Home
Office at least two weeks prior to the
Convention from the Districts, Branches or
any UNA members, and shall recommend
to the Convention what action should be
taken thereupon.”

The Finance Committee, as stipulated in
the By-Laws, “shall meet during the
Convention to consider financial proposals
such as the budget, salaries of members of
the Executive Committee, rewards for
branch secretaries, compensation for con-
vention delegates and allocation of a general

sum from the Fraternal Funds for various
purposes.”

The names of the delegates and alter-
nates, as well as the appointed committee
members are published in this issue of The
Weekly (on the facing page). Publication of

the names of delegates and alternates, as
well as the names of committee members
appointed prior to the convention’s opening,
is yet another requirement of the UNA

(Continued on page 42)

Branch 13 issues Father's Day challenge

ALBANY, N.Y. — UNA Branch 13 is
challenging other branches to come to
Soyuzivka for Father’s Day on Sunday,
June 20.

For many years, the members of the St.
Nicholas Brotherhood Society that consti-
tutes UNA Branch 13 and members from
the Albany District Committee of the
UNA have made an annual trip to
Soyuzivka on Father’s Day. In years past,
UNA members from across the region
gathered together to celebrate Father’s
Day at Soyuzivka.

Soyuzivka is about people. The heart
of Soyuzivka beats strongest when it’s
filled with people. Over the past decade,
attendance has waned, along with an
interest in branch-initiated activities.
UNA support for what once was a signifi-
cant unifying event became spotty as
other priorities took precedence.
Meanwhile, the costs of entertainment
continued to escalate and, in the end, it
appeared that the costs did not justify the

reward.

But times have changed.

The UNA is experiencing a revival.
The figures give evidence of
that. Therefore, we believe, it is time to
revive this wonderful UNA tradition of
celebrating Father’s Day.

Branch 13 members and the Albany
District would like to see Father’s Day
restored to a more noteworthy position on
the Soyuzivka calendar of events.

Branch 13 members and Albany
District members challenge fellow UNA
members to make plans to join us at
Soyuzivka on Father’s Day. Contact
Soyuzivka to make your arrangements by
calling 845-626-5641.

— Submitted by Slavko Tysiak, presi-
dent of St. Nicholas Brotherhood Society
and chairman of the UNA Auditing
Committee, and Mykola Fil, secretary of
Branch 13 and chairman of the Albany
District Committee.

THE UNA: 116 YEARS OF SERVICE TO OUR COMMUNITY
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Chornobyl 24 years later

The 24th anniversary of the world’s worst nuclear accident, which shook the
Chornobyl power plant in Ukraine — and the world — on April 26, 1986, came and
went with scant notice. Yes, there were ceremonies in Ukraine, Belarus and Russia to
remember the victims of the disaster and the “liquidators” (i.e., clean-up workers) of
its consequences, but, for the rest of the world, the anniversary was of little or no
importance.

In Ukraine, President President Viktor Yanukovych laid flowers at a memorial to
Chornobyl heroes that is located near the nuclear power plant and spoke of the impor-
tance of ensuring that a similar accident never again happens. He noted that the stricken
reactor remains a serious threat to Europe, adding that international support is needed
for the decommissioning of the plant and the construction of a new shelter over Reactor
No. 4. Addressing the Ukrainian nation, he stated that more than 2 million people — at
least one-fourth of them children — continue to suffer from illnesses caused by radia-
tion. He promised to help survivors and announced plans to convene an international
summit of donor countries on the occasion of Chornobyl’s 25th anniversary.

In contrast, the United Nations tends to downplay the deaths related to the
Chornobyl accident. For example, a 2005 report by the U.N. estimated that about
4,000 people could eventually die from radiation exposure, and that about 50 people
had died as a result of the accident by 2005. A statement issued this year on April 26
as “attributable to the spokesperson for the secretary-general” pointed out that more
than 330,000 people were uprooted from their homes and thousands of children later
contracted thyroid cancer. The statement also said the secretary-general “welcomes the
initiative of Ukraine, co-sponsored by Belarus and the Russian Federation, to convene
an international conference on the 25th anniversary of the accident in April 2011, to
mark progress towards the goal of a return to normal life.”

The biggest, and most disturbing, news released this year around the time of the
Chornobyl anniversary appeared in the April issue of the medical journal Pediatrics,
which carried an article by Dr. Wladimir Wertelecki of the University of South
Alabama titled “Malformations in a Chornobyl-Impacted Region” — that region being
Polissia, in the northern part of the Rivne Oblast, Ukraine. (The full article may be
read at http://www.pediatrics.org/cgi/content/full/125/4/e836.) Dr. Wertelecki reports
the following about birth defects in the region: “The overall rate of neural tube defects
in Rivne [Ukraine] is among the highest in Europe (22.2 per 10,000 live births). The
rates of conjoined twins and teratomas also seem to be elevated. In Polissia, the over-
all rates of neural tube defects are even higher [27 of every 10,000 babies born] ... and
the rates of microcephaly and microphthalmia may also be elevated.”

In layman’s terms: the rate of malformations in babies who were born to mothers
living in areas subject to chronic low-dose radiation is well above the norm. Dr.
Wertelecki, in an interview with Reuters, said, “There has been a tendency to imply
that the question is closed as far as the prenatal effects [of Chornobyl].” His research,
however, shows “that we should re-evaluate that position” and that the results are “suf-
ficiently compelling to justify continuing and expanding this investigation.”

And so, as yet another anniversary of the Chornobyl accident has passed, it is clear
that this horrific disaster continues to affect people in radiation-contaminated areas,
including new generations born well after 1986. Chornobyl, it seems, is ever-present.

May

6

1998

Turning the pages back...

Twelve years ago, on May 6, 1998, Ukraine and the United
States, represented by Ukraine’s Foreign Affairs Minister
Borys Tarasyuk and U.S. Ambassador to Ukraine Steven Pifer,
signed an agreement on peaceful nuclear cooperation between
the two countries that allowed the former Soviet republics to export nuclear technolo-
gies for Soviet-designed nuclear stations.

Mr. Tarasyuk said that the initial benefits of the agreement would be real assistance
from U.S. nuclear and energy companies to bring new technologies to make Ukrainian
reactors more efficient.

“The treaty means that now Ukraine can look for different sources of nuclear fuel
for Ukrainian nuclear reactors,” said Mr. Pifer, and U.S. companies could help Ukraine
construct a full nuclear fuel cycle.

The negotiation process between Ukraine and the U.S. lasted more than a year, but
the agreement was reached only after Ukraine declined to participate in a Russian-
Iranian nuclear deal. Ukraine pledged not to allow the shipment of two turbines to the
Iranian nuclear power plant under construction in the city of Bushehr.

Russian firms were contracted to construct the nuclear power plant, estimated to be
worth $850 million, and expected that Ukraine’s Turboatom factory, located in the
Ukrainian city of Kharkiv, would supply the turbines.

The United States and Israel were critical of the Russia-Ukraine-Iran deal, saying
that Russia, and to some degree Ukraine, were helping to bring nuclear technology to
Iran, which could threaten world peace. Ukraine denied involvement, saying that the
deal was between Turboatom and Russian companies.

Ukraine went with the Washington deal because it was better than what the sale of
the turbines would have brought. “The position of President [Leonid] Kuchma is sim-
ple,” said his press secretary, Oleksander Maidannyk, on the day of the signing.
“Those political benefits that will occur because Ukraine declined the deal will be
much more than the real money from selling the turbines.”

The document was expected to open the way for U.S. companies to participate in
the construction of two new nuclear reactor complexes in Rivne and Khmelnytskyi
that the government had been hard-pressed to finance and which it said were needed
online before the Chornobyl facility could be shut down.

Source: “Ukraine and U.S. sign agreement on peaceful nuclear cooperation,” by
Pavel Politiuk, The Ukrainian Weekly, May 10, 1998.

STATEMENT BY UCCA

Extension of lease for Russia’s Black Sea Fleet
Is a betrayal of Ukraine’s national interests

The Ukrainian Congress Committee of
America (UCCA), the representative
organization of the over 1 million
Americans of Ukrainian descent, con-
demns the recent agreement between
Ukrainian President Viktor Yanukovych
and Russian President Dmitri Medvedev
extending the lease on Russia’s naval
base in Crimea.

Mr. Yanukovych is charged with the
duty of guaranteeing Ukraine’s sover-
eignty under its Constitution. The
Ukrainian Constitution states under
Article 17 of the General Principles that
“the location of foreign military bases
shall not be permitted on the territory of
Ukraine.” Thus, the lease extension clear-
ly conflicts with the Constitution.

The rule of law is the basis of a civi-
lized society. Only the law serves as a
check against abuse of power. Mr.
Yanukovych must be compelled to recog-
nize that the president, who has taken an
oath to uphold the Constitution, dare not
disregard it for any reason. In particular,
when a citizen of any country willfully by
his acts threatens Ukraine’s sovereignty
that citizen is not simply remiss but is
guilty of treason.

Russia’s use of fuel energy as a weap-
on to achieve the aforementioned exten-
sion is yet another example in a litany of
Russian imperialistic acts that, over the
last few years have impacted its neigh-
bors and Europe itself. Furthermore it is
still another egregious attempt to under-
mine Ukraine’s sovereignty.

Russia has exploited its naval presence
in Crimea as well as the presence of many
Russians who had been artificially settled
there under the USSR to assert both
overtly and covertly claims to Crimea as
Russian territory. This undermines the
basic principles of international law as set
out in the founding documents of the
Organization for Security and

Cooperation in Europe to which Russia is
a signatory.

In the past the Russian Black Sea Fleet
has violated Ukrainian laws. It has trans-
ported unauthorized weaponry, including
missiles, across Ukrainian territory. It was
used in 2008 to undermine the sovereign-
ty of neighboring Georgia, a close friend
of Ukraine. Most recently, major politi-
cal figures from Russia have been distrib-
uting passports among ethnic Russians
residing in Crimea, stirring up separatist
sentiments and encouraging Crimea’s
secession.

The lease extension is nothing less
than the creation of greater opportunity
for Russia to impose its ultimate will.

The Ukrainian Congress Committee of
America has steadfastly supported the
development of an independent and dem-
ocratic Ukrainian state and assisted the
people of Ukraine in receiving fair treat-
ment as members of the global family of
sovereign nations. This flouting of the
rule of law in Ukraine and the resultant
danger to Ukraine’s sovereignty must not
be allowed to stand.

We urge international rebuke condemn-
ing Russian aggression in using fuel ener-
gy as a weapon to undermine the sover-
eignty of a neighboring state.

Further, we urge all powers within
Ukraine, and in particular its people, to
disavow this Constitutional and political
travesty perpetrated by Mr. Yanukovych.

sksksk

On April 11, the UCCA issued an open
letter to President Yanukovych in which it
detailed its position with regard to the
stationing of foreign troops, specifically
Russia’s Black Sea Fleet, on Ukrainian
territory.

The Open Letter can be found on the
UCCA website at www.ucca.org.

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

Russophiles
in Ukraine

Dear Editor:

Some time ago, The New York Times
had an article titled the “Shrinking of the
Tongue of the Czars.” It referred to the
fact that, since the breakup of the USSR,
the former republics and countries under
Russian domination, such as the Baltic
states, have stopped the use of the
Russian language. They have reverted to
the use of their national languages, and
the young people, particularly, are study-
ing English.

Why then, are Ukrainian Russophiles
pushing for elevating the Russian lan-
guage to put it on par with Ukrainian.
Don’t they have any knowledge of histo-
ry, and the facts of Russian treatment of
Ukrainians? The Russians today speak of

brotherhood, but when did they ever treat
Ukrainians as equals?

They tried to co-opt Kyivan Rus’ for
themselves. Then they tried to obliterate
the Ukrainian culture, calling Ukrainians
“Little Russians” and claiming there was
no such thing as a Ukrainian language.

Then, of course, there was physical
oppression. From Siberia to St.
Petersburg, the land is littered with
Ukrainian bones and soaked with their
blood. The gulags were filled with
Ukrainians. The final blow was the
Holodomor — the death of millions by
starvation.

What sort of serf mentality would
desire a return to the days before
Ukrainian independence — with all that
implies of Russian domination? As
Patrick Henry said: “Forbid it, Almighty
God.”

Pear Dent
Danbury, Conn.

Opinions in The Ukrainian Weekly

Opinions expressed by columnists, commentators and
letter-writers are their own and do not necessarily reflect
the opinions of either The Weekly editorial staff or its pub-
lisher, the Ukrainian National Association.
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IN THE PRESS: Fleet deal,
Yanukovych in Washington

“How to woo Kiev,” Brussels blog
by Tony Barber, Financial Times, April
27:

“... Viktor Yanukovich [sic] Ukraine’s
newly elected president, agreed to a deal
with President Dmitry Medvedev of
Russia last week that gave Moscow a
25-year extension of the right to station its
Black Sea Fleet in Ukraine’s Crimean
peninsula. In return, Ukraine secured a 30
percent cut in the price of Russian gas
deliveries.

“This deal illustrates how Russia
deploys hard political and economic
power in a way that the EU can never
match. Economically speaking, Ukraine is
on its knees right now. The prospect of
cheaper gas was too enticing to refuse.
The Kremlin spotted its chance and went
for it.

“The accord surely puts paid to any
prospect that NATO might one day
embrace Ukraine as a member. How could
NATO include a country that hosts a for-
eign naval base — a base, moreover, that
was used by Russia as recently as August
2008 to support its military incursion into
Georgia? ...

“For Europe’s voice to count for some-
thing in Kiev, the EU needs to make bold
decisions, just like the Russians did with
the gas-for-base deal. The EU could, for
example, accelerate the timetable for com-
pleting an association agreement and free
trade accord with Ukraine. The EU could
set a date for giving Ukrainians the right
to visa-free travel in the EU. Above all, it
could stop shilly-shallying and announce
that, even if it is a long way in the future,
EU membership is a realistic prospect for
Ukraine.”

Ukraine’s foreign policy turns East,”
by Dr. Taras Kuzio, Eurasia Daily
Monitor, April 23:

“...less than two months in office,
President Viktor Yanukovych has under-
mined a 20-year-old elite consensus on
national security by ... introducing a far
more pro-Russian essence to Ukrainian
foreign policy than if Yulia Tymoshenko
had been elected. ...

“Until Wednesday [April 21], the oppo-
sition [in Ukraine] was divided over how
to respond to the rollback of democracy in
Ukraine. Since April 22 a nationalist com-
ponent to opposition grievances has united
former moderate and radical Orange forc-
es for the first time since the 2004 elec-
tions.

“The Ukrainian opposition has been
unanimous across the spectrum in
denouncing the BSF [Russian Black Sea
Fleet] agreement as ‘state treason,’
describing Yanukovych, not as a president,
but a ‘Little Russian governor’ or, as for-
mer President Viktor Yushchenko put it
derogatorily, a ‘Russian lad’...

“Tymoshenko said: “This is not simply
treason, this is the beginning of the sys-
tematic ruining of the independence of our
state’...”

“Russia Reclaims Influence, U.S.
Doesn’t Object,” by Simon Shuster,
Time, April 23:

“...Leaders far friendlier to Russia
have taken power in Ukraine and
Kyrgyzstan, displacing the Orange and
Tulip revolutions, respectively. (Indeed,
Kiev [sic] just agreed to extend Moscow’s
naval lease on the Black Sea port of
Sevastopol in exchange for cheaper gas;
the previous Ukrainian regime had
opposed the move.) The region’s last
standing leader of a color revolution (the
Rose), Georgian President Mikheil

Saakashvili, is feeling lonelier than ever,
and he has a warning for the Obama
administration: Don’t give Russia a free
hand in the former Soviet bloc.

“In an interview with Time ...
Saakashvili laid out how he sees the situa-
tion: U.S. President Barack Obama has
been put in an awkward spot by his drive
to invigorate ties with the Kremlin, having
to deal with the legacy of George W.
Bush, who had infuriated Moscow by
supporting the color revolutions and build-
ing close ties with the governments they
brought to power. Now Obama is being
urged by the Russians to back away from
those relationships. ‘It’s not just about
abandoning your ally Georgia. No, Russia
is asking the U.S. to give back the Soviet
sphere of influence,” Saakashvili says.

“In practical terms, this seems to
require three things of the U.S. and its
European allies: do not push for any more
ex-Soviet countries to join NATO, do not
openly support any opposition movements
that seek to oust pro-Russian govern-
ments, and, more generally, make sure to
consult Moscow before going ahead with
any big initiatives in Russia’s backyard,
especially military ones. ...”

“Ukraine Fleet Deal Expands
Russia’s Regional Reach,” by James
Marson and Jacob Gronholt-Pedersen,
Wall Street Journal, April 22:

“Ukraine agreed Wednesday [April 21]
to extend the lease of Russia’s Black Sea
Fleet base in return for sharply lower nat-
ural-gas prices, a long-term trade-off that
reasserts much of Moscow’s influence
over its former Soviet neighbor after years
of tension.

“The deal was the latest sign of
Russia’s determination to use its vast ener-
gy resources to restore dominance lost
when the Soviet Union collapsed in 1991.
It will allow Russia to keep a strategic
military presence beyond its borders until
2043, a quarter-century beyond the end of
its current lease for the naval base on
Ukraine’s Crimean peninsula. ...

“The base extension will have reper-
cussions for other former Soviet republics.
The fleet, consisting of about 40 combat
vessels, provided maritime support for
Russian ground forces during a brief war
with Georgia in 2008 and sank a Georgian
vessel carrying missile launchers. ...

“Georgian President Mikheil
Saakashvili ... called Wednesday’s moves
further signs of an expansionist Moscow
agenda. Russian Prime Minister Vladimir
Putin, he said in an interview, ‘doesn’t
make any secret of trying to restore some
kind of Soviet empire . . . Ukraine, more
or less from their point of view, has been
fixed.””

“Putin wins again,” commentary by
Ralph Peters, New York Post, April 16:

“ Jeez, this guy is good. ...

[Vladimir] Putin’s ruthless, unforgiving
and murderous. He also has a clear vision
of what he wants, the strength of will to
get it — and a stunning ability to spot the
weaknesses in his foreign counterparts.

“Putin’s the Evil Empire’s belated
answer to President Ronald Reagan.
Where the Gipper focused uncompromis-
ingly on bringing down the Soviet imperi-
um, Putin focuses uncompromisingly on
restoring imperial Russia.

“And he’s making progress, as U.S.
leaders and their advisers bumble and
stumble along with neither a clear strate-
gic vision nor a rational sense of foreign-
policy priorities. ...

(Continued on page 38)

WINDOW ON EURASIA

New MVS chief’s anti-Tatar rhetoric
raises questions about plans for Crimea

by Paul Goble

The anti-Crimean Tatar statements and
actions of the new Ukrainian head of the
Ministry of Internal Affairs (MVS, according
to the Ukrainian-based acronym), who had
served as internal affairs chief in Crimea prior
to his elevation, raise serious questions about
the policies Ukrainian President Viktor
Yanukovych intends to pursue on the peninsu-
la.

Anatoliy Mohiliov gained notoriety among
the Crimean Tatars and others concerned with
human rights when he dispatched militia units
in armored personnel carriers (APCs) to attack
Crimean Tatar businessmen from Ai Petri in
November 2007 — an attack so violent that it
undermined any hope that he was prepared to
enforce the law equally for all the ethnic com-
munities there.

Not surprisingly, Crimean Tatar leader
Mustafa Dzhemilev met with President
Yanukovych and Prime Minister Mykola
Azarov before Mr. Mohiliov’s appointment
was announced to try to persuade them not to
take that step, but the support the Crimean
Tatars gave to Mr. Yanukovych’s opponent,
Yulia Tymoshenko, limited their influence and
may have even inspired Yanukovych to go
ahead.

Crimean Tatar leaders and activists are cer-
tain that M. Mohiliov’s appointment will have
a negative impact on ethnic relations in
Crimea, reversing much of the progress that
community made during the last decade and
possibly generating the kind of radicalism
from despair that Kyiv might use to justify the
kind of policies Mr. Mohiliov appears to favor.

But one need not accept their testimony
alone. Mr. Mohiliov has laid out his position
in a variety of public statements in recent years
in such detail that all those in Ukraine, and
more generally all who are care about human
rights and the stable development of Crimea,
Ukraine and the entire former Soviet space,
are concerned.

Perhaps Mr. Mohiliov’s clearest statement
came in an article he wrote for Krymskaya
Pravda in January 2008. Titled “In Crimea,
Conflict is Developing According to the
Kosovo Scenario,” the article blames the
Crimean Tatars and their international support-
ers for all the problems there (www.kp.crimea.
ua/newspaper_details.php?newspaper_
calendarDate=2008-01&newspaper_
1d=2539).

The MVS official says that “during the
period of the peaceful co-existence on the
well-favored land of Crimea, more than 100
nations and nationalities formed a special
community of people who proudly called
themselves Crimeans,” a regional identity that
he says pushed national identities into second
place.

But now, and Mr. Mohiliov was writing at
the start of 2008, the situation is changing and
conflicts are emerging, a development that he
says is being “provoked artificially by con-
crete forces and concrete money.” And he sug-
gests that the Crimean Tatars and their foreign
backers are pursuing scenarios “long ago
worked out in Kosovo.”

The authors of this strategy, Mr. Mohiliov
suggests, “cover themselves with expressions
of concern about peace and stability, and the
defense of the supposedly lawful interests of
the supposedly indigenous population” and
then “are prepared at any move to provide
‘assistance’ in any corner of the earth with air
strikes and ‘peacemaking.’”

In short, the man who is now the head of
Ukraine’s Internal Affairs Ministry says,
“everything is done [both by the outside spon-
sors of this policy and their assistants on the
ground] to make the situation irreversible and
a return to peaceful existence impossible” as a

means of achieving their ends.

In Crimea, Mr. Mohiliov writes, this policy
has split “not only the Christian and Muslim
worlds, but is destroying the Slavic one as
well. Our Slavic brotherhood is for the West
like a bone in the throat,” and Western leaders
respect not the many things which unite
Crimeans but rather follow “the law of the
jungle.”

Mr. Mohiliov continues, “because Crimean
Tatars are not a flock of sheep,” those pushing
for a Kosovo scenario in Crimea seek to mobi-
lize them around several key myths: “about
the indigenous people and national state, about
the exclusive and priority rights [of that peo-
ple], and about the great goal which justifies
any means.”

The MVD chief dismisses all of these ideas,
but he says that, “among the Crimean Tatars,”
some of them are widely accepted, especially
among “the more radical” groups who now
are being led to “consciously ignore the laws
of the state of Ukraine since they were written
for unbelievers.”

He argues that what he calls “the myth” of
the special suffering of the Crimean Tatars
must be unmasked and dispelled. During the
famine of the early 1930s, the deaths of mem-
bers of that community were “a drop in the
sea,” Mr. Mohiliov suggests. Even during their
deportation — which Mr. Mohiliov says they
deserved for collaboration —only 191 Crimean
Tatars died, according to his account.

“Of course,” the MVS official says, “the
first years of deportation took place in difficult
circumstances and mortality significantly
exceeded the births.” But, he continues, in
recent years, the Crimean Tatars and their
Western backers have dramatically overstated
the human losses of the deportation to justify
the special treatment of the Crimean Tatars on
their return.

When the Crimean Tatars began to return
from Central Asia, “only Ukraine, despite all
its problems,” assumed responsibility for help-
ing them, Mr. Mohiliov says, suggesting that
the Crimean Tatars should be grateful to Kyiv
rather than angry that they have not received
even more disproportionate assistance.

The vast majority of Crimean Tatars under-
stand this and are interested only in what Mr.
Mohiliov says would be “a just division of
land, property and monetary support.” But
some radicals want to go further and seize
property on the basis of claims that it was
taken from them 65 years ago. They must be
countered by the forces of order, Mr. Mohiliov
says.

If Mr. Mohiliov’s attitudes become the basis
of Kyiv’s policy in Crimea under President
Yanukovych, then the new internal affairs
minister’s predictions of a Ukrainian Kosovo
could prove to be a self-fulfilling prophecy.
Consequently, all people of good will need
assurances that Minister Mohiliov will not be
allowed to act on the basis of the views he
expressed in this article.

Paul Goble is a long-time specialist on eth-
nic and religious questions in Eurasia who has
served in various capacities in the U.S. State
Department, the Central Intelligence Agency
and the International Broadcasting Bureau, as
well as at the Voice of America and Radio
Free Europe/Radio Liberty and the Carnegie
Endowment for International Peace. He has
also been director of research and publica-
tions at the Azerbaijan Diplomatic Academy,
vice-dean for the social sciences and humani-
ties at Audentes University in Tallinn and a
senior research associate at the EuroCollege
of the University of Tartu in Estonia. Mr.
Goble writes a blog called “Window on
Eurasia” (http://windowoneurasia.blogspot.
com/). This article above is reprinted with per-
mission.
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CUPP alumni gather in Washington to shape a "Model Ukraine”

by Roman Tashlitskyy

WASHINGTON - Alumni of the
Canada-Ukraine Parliamentary Program
(CUPP) gathered in February for a two-
day conference in Washington at the
Elliott School of International Affairs of
George Washington University.

CUPP offers students from Ukraine an
opportunity to serve as interns in the
Canadian House of Commons, where
they can witness the workings of a real
democracy first-hand. The recent confer-
ence gave CUPP alumni from different
years, who are now pursuing their educa-
tion or careers in North America, a forum
to share their ideas on the individual,
identity, rights and responsibilities in a
“Model Ukraine,” the conference’s topic.

The discussions were heated due to the
fact that the conference was held a few
days after the presidential election in
Ukraine, the outcome of which drastically
changed the direction of Ukrainian poli-
tics. Participants approached the topic
from different perspectives and discussed
the following themes: Ukrainian identity
(Who is a Ukrainian? Is it someone with
a Ukrainian passport, or is this something
akin to the state of mind, regardless of
citizenship?); how we can make our
native language become a common value,
rather than something that divides
Ukrainians (Participants from eastern and
southern Ukraine suggested that a forced
introduction of Ukrainian in all spheres of
life had a negative effect, and in order to
make Ukrainian acceptable among tradi-
tional Russian-speakers, the government
could use positive marketing techniques);
official recognition of individuals in
Ukrainian history, such as Shukhevych
and Bandera (shall we ignore those who

disagree with their status as heroes, or
would it be more reasonable to devote
more attention to education on these sub-
jects?); and whether Ukraine is a post-
colonial state or should it share the
responsibility for the tragedies in its his-
tory and refuse to see its history.

Another interesting component of the
conference was the participation of invit-
ed honored guests. For example, Dr. Taras
Kuzio, whom many in Ukraine know
through his blog in the influential
Ukrainian online newspaper Ukrayinska
Pravda, had a presentation on the subject
“What does the election of Yanukovych
mean for Ukraine?”

Though most of the CUPP alumni
present were upset by Mr. Yanukovych’s
victory, they didn’t automatically have
praise for Yulia Tymoshenko, his main
competitor. That is why Dr. Kuzio, as a
supporter of the former Ukrainian prime
minister, had to respond to some uncom-
fortable questions.

Andy Semotiouk, an attorney from Los
Angeles, gave an impressive lecture titled
“If you don’t know where you came from,
you cannot know where you are going.
What can be learned from Ukrainian his-
tory? What can be learned from the for-
eign experience?” His presentation was
full of emotional and thought-provoking
moments, which will surely be imprinted
in the memory of the conference partici-
pants.

For example, he explained how, while
visiting Ukraine during the Soviet era, his
relatives had to take him to an open coun-
try field — and even there they felt the
need to whisper in his ear — in order to
speak about their relatives who belonged
to the Ukrainian Insurgent Army (UPA).

The conference attendees alumni from the Canada-Ukraine Parliamentary
Program of various years who are now studying or working in North America.

Bohdan Vitvitsky — about whom most
of the CUPPers knew because they wrote
assignments based on his essay about the
Ukrainian language in order to get into
the program — spoke on “Patriotism, facts,
history, learning from others, and who vs.
what.” He was somewhat critical of the
current Ukrainian society, saying
Ukrainians sometimes do things that can’t
be explained from a rational viewpoint.
Having worked for two years at the U.S.
Embassy in Kyiv on an anti-corruption
project, he was very convincing.

In the course of his presentation, he
inserted a short quiz, trying to catch the
alumni in their ignorance of some impor-
tant facts from Ukrainian history.
Fortunately, the CUPPers are not average
Ukrainian students, so they were quick to
answer. However, Dr. Vitvitsky did sug-
gest reading more books.

The conference was also a good oppor-
tunity for those interested in Ukraine to
communicate with young Ukrainians. In
fact, the conference venue was full of
such people.

One of the speakers expressed the idea
that each democratic society must have

three constituents: a strong opposition, a
free mass media and a developed civil
society. Ukraine seems to have the first
two. The third one — the most difficult to
achieve and the most important, is still in
a nascent state.

In his closing remarks, Thor Bardyn,
CUPP director, expressed hope that the
conference of these current and future
leaders of Ukraine, who influence their
respective fields and environment, would
be a small but considerable step in build-
ing civil society in Ukraine. Since the
Washington conference was the first in a
series of CUPP conferences, the partici-
pants suggested recommendations for
subsequent conferences.

The second conference will take place
in Ottawa, Ontario, in October of this
year and will focus on the state, its elec-
toral system, its integration into the Euro-
Atlantic community and its relations with
the European Union, Russia and the
United States. The third conference is
scheduled to take place in Kyiv in
November 2011 and will focus on com-
bining the deliberations of the first two
conferences to create a model.

Taras Kuzio, a supporter of Prime Minister Yulia Tymoshenko, fields some
uncomfortable questions from conference participants.
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Cleveland hosts first screening of new Holodomor documentary

by Marusia Flynn

CLEVELAND - This city was privileged
to be the first to have a private screening of
Bobby Leigh’s film, “Holodomor, Ukraine’s
Genocide 1932-33.” The film was shown on
Thursday, March 25, and Saturday, March
27, at Cleveland State University (CSU).

The screenings were co-sponsored by the
United Ukrainian Organizations of Ohio
(UUOO) and CSU’s Michael Schwartz
Library. Marusia Flynn, vice-president of
UUOO, coordinated the effort together with
Barbara Florjancic, public relations coordi-
nator of the library.

The Thursday screening was held primar-
ily for students and faculty of Cleveland
State University. The Saturday screening
was open to the general public.

The film was very well received. People
were pleased with the professionalism of the
film and especially touched by the fact that
Mr. Leigh was the first Hollywood director
to direct such an invaluable documentary.

The film left people in a state of melan-
choly, as was to be expected considering the
tragic content of the film. The silence at the
end of the screening was broken by an
“Otche Nash” — the Ukrainian “Our Father,”
— sung by the Rev. Bohdan Zhoba, pastor of
Holy Trinity Ukrainian Orthodox Church,
joined by the audience, as a prayer for the
lost souls of the Holodomor.

After the film, the audience was graced
by a surprise visit from three key producers
of the film for a question and answer ses-
sion. Executive producers Luba Keske from
Los Angeles and Nestor Popowych from
Chicago, and Maya Lew, co-producer from
New York City, addressed the audiences’
many questions regarding the production
and its potential impact.

For three months prior to the screening of
the Holodomor film, the university’s
Michael Schwartz Library had hosted a
Holodomor exhibit. Mrs. Florjancic together
with Ms. Flynn and other members of
UUQOO helped assemble the exhibit, adding
books and a suggested bibliography for fur-
ther study of the Holodomor. The exhibit
was gifted to the university.

It was prepared by the League of
Ukrainian Canadians in cooperation with
the Museum of the Soviet Occupation of the
Kyiv Memorial Society in Ukraine, with the

Ucrainica Research Institute as their research
partner.

Cleveland State University was the third
Ohio university to receive such an exhibit.
Kent State and Youngstown State were the
first two. Ohio State University will host the
exhibit in May.

Prof. Myroslawa Mudrak of Ohio State is
currently making arrangements to coordi-
nate the exhibit together with the screening
of Mr. Leigh’s Holodomor film.

Ms. Flynn of UUOO has made it her mis-
sion to bring the Holodomor exhibit to Ohio
universities as part of an overall Holodomor
awareness campaign. She has encouraged
other communities to do the same in their
respective states.

At the CSU exhibit, students were asked
to enter their comments in a commemora-
tive book. Following are some of their com-
ments:

“The amount of lives lost is staggering.
This angers me to no end. First, that it hap-
pened; second, that the world was unaware;
and third, that nothing was done. The pic-
tures of the starving children are hard to
look at. That they did this to control the peo-
ple, how horrifying, Stalin was indeed a
monster.”

“I am utterly speechless. I can’t believe
that they did away with so many people.
When you hear 7 million, it sounds like just
a number. At first it is so immense that you
can’t fathom it. But then you read accounts
of people who could have been just like you
and whose lives were taken away. There
were so many children who didn’t even get
a chance at life. People dying senselessly.
People being left totally helpless to be forced
to watch their loved ones die. It’s just
unimaginable. I can’t believe I’ve never
heard of this horrible tragedy.”

“I’ve lived in America for 51 years and
this event was never taught in any of the
schools I attended throughout my entire life.
I weep for Ukraine today. There is so much
that is kept out of the textbooks. Thank you
for bringing and sharing this exhibit. There
should be a National Day of Mourning in
the U.S. for all the genocides in the world.
PEACE!”

“I never fail to be amazed at the utter cru-
elty of humanity against each other. This is
heartbreaking. Thank you for this display.

At Cleveland State University (from left) are: Marusia Flynn, vice-president of

the United Ukrainian Organizations of Ohio (UUOQ); her husband, Jerry Flynn;

Oresta Zadony and Dozia Krislaty, members of UUOOQO; and Barbara Florjancic,
public relations coordinator and CSU’s Michael Schwartz Library.

At the screening of the Holodomor film (from left) are: Maya Lew, co-producer,
Nestor Popowych, executive producer; Marusia Flynn of the United Ukrainian
Organizations of Ohio; and Luba Keske, executive producer.

May this devastating event in history never
be forgotten.”

“It is sad that something like food can be
used as a weapon against a people. This is
one of the saddest things I have ever seen.”

“How eye-opening this is. Thank you
for your efforts and bringing it to light and
sharing the information about this tragic
part of Ukrainian history. I feel terrible for
the people.”

In Canada...

(Continued from page 1)
mission to leave, however, he commented,
“T am still there.”

For the past 20 years he has worked to
locate and restore Jewish cemeteries that
were destroyed or forgotten under Soviet
rule, have fallen victim to neglect or have
been vandalized. He also works in locating
and marking mass graves — burial sites of
Jews which are found throughout Ukraine in
the areas that bore the brunt of the Nazi
occupation.

Almost all Jewish cemeteries in Ukraine
are municipally owned while the sites of the
mass graves are often under private owner-
ship. Although there are various laws in
Ukraine that concern the protection of buri-
al sites, many Jewish cemeteries are not
recognized as such by the municipalities
and, therefore, receive no legal protection.
Historic Jewish cemeteries need to be rec-
ognized as such in order to benefit from the
protection afforded by law, Mr. Sheykhet
explained.

The town of Sambir, 75 kilometers south-
west of Lviv, contains a 100-year-old Jewish
cemetery atop a mass grave. In 1939, almost
half of Sambir’s population was Jewish. By
1943, almost all of the town’s Jews had been
murdered — some sent to the Belzec exter-
mination camp, others taken to the Jewish
cemetery, where they were mowed down

into a pit and covered with a shallow layer
of dirt.

In 2000, a Ukrainian-born Canadian Jew
put up a Star of David memorial stone near
the mass grave. Soon after it was dug up and
two 30-foot crosses were erected in memory
of other victims of the Nazis. Mr. Sheykhet’s
efforts to designate the Sambir site as a cem-
etery were rejected by the courts in 2004
and, 10 years later, the crosses still stand.

“We are stuck,” Mr. Sheykhet said. He
said that his hope lies in the Ukrainian
Canadian community, which should openly
say that they do not agree with the situation
in Sambir.

Mr. Wrzesnewskyj, together with Mr.
Freiman and Mr. Sheykhet, went to Sambir
last year to speak to the municipal authori-
ties about the designation of the Jewish cem-
etery. Mr. Freiman’s brother, their grandpar-
ents and family lie buried there.

Mr. Grod of the Ukrainian Canadian
Congress was approached by Mr. Freiman
about the situation in Sambir. Mr. Grod
agreed that Sambir represents an opportunity
for the Jewish and Ukrainian communities
to partner. “It is incumbent upon us to get
beyond our challenging history and start to
build a bridge between our peoples,” he
underscored.

In an article in The Globe and Mail (April
12) Mr. Freiman wrote:

“The last chapter is being written today in
both Ukraine and Canada. Despite the obsti-
nacy of local authorities and unhelpful judi-

Oksana Zakydalsky

At a discussion in Toronto about Ukrainian-Jewish relations (from left) are:

Meylakh Sheykhet, Paul Grod, Mark Freiman, Ukrainian Orthodox Bishop Yuriy

Kalishchuk, Ukrainian Catholic Bishop Stephen Chmiliar and Member of
Parliament Borys Wrzesnewskyj.

cial decisions, there’s a growing perception
that Ukraine stands at a crossroads and that
issues such as the Sambir Jewish cemetery
must be addressed tactfully and sensitively
for Ukraine to take its place as a modern
European state.

“Central and regional authorities in
Ukraine have provided promising expres-
sions of support, as has Ukraine’s ambassa-
dor to Canada. As Meylakh Sheykhet’s visit
to Canada attests, Jewish and Ukrainian
Canadian communities are engaged.”

k sk ook

NOTE: The Lo Tishkach Foundation

(European Jewish Cemeteries Initiative)
maintains a database of Jewish cemeteries in
Europe. Its publication on Ukraine, dated
April 2009, provides both the legislation
relating to the protection and preservation of
Jewish burial sites in Ukraine as well as a
list of known sites, both cemeteries and
mass graves, by oblast. The report can be
found at www.lo-tishkach.org

The United States Commission for the
Preservation of America’s Heritage Abroad
has prepared an illustrated report, “Jewish
Cemeteries, Synagogues, and Mass Grave
Sites in Ukraine, 2005.” It may be accessed
at: http://www.heritageabroad.gov.
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Rada's approval...

(Continued from page 1)

Defense — as well as votes from absent dep-
uties (Rinat Akhmetov, Borys Kolesnikov)
and those not even in Ukraine (Serhii
Kivalov, Serhii Holovatyi and Yurii
Ivaniushchenko, who lives in Monaco).

Pro-Russian forces insisted their oppo-
nents were exaggerating the deal’s alleged
threats to sovereignty as part of political
fear-mongering, while Ukraine’s pro-West-
ern forces characterized it as “criminal”
(Ms. Tymoshenko), a “national betrayal”
(People’s Rukh of Ukraine Chair Borys
Tarasyuk), and a “political Chornobyl”
(Ukrainian People’s Party Chair Yurii
Kostenko).

That the pact, considered unconstitutional
by the opposition, was ratified by so many
absent deputies (whose cards were used by
fellow faction members to cast their votes)
by a coalition government formed in viola-
tion of the Constitution, led opposition lead-
ers to declare that the administration of
President Yanukovych was establishing a
dictatorship in complete abandonment of the
rule of law.

Ms. Tymoshenko on April 27 called for
the creation of a Ukraine Defense
Committee to unite opposition forces into a
nationwide effort to impeach Mr.
Yanukovych and hold pre-term parliamenta-
ry elections. Other leaders made more radi-
cal calls.

Oleh Tiahnybok of the nationalist
Svoboda party openly called for a revolution
in Ukraine, with other politicians such as
Taras Stetskiv of the People’s Self-Defense
who warned that a future uprising wouldn’t
be as “songful” as the Orange revolts of
2004.

The shoots of a future uprising were evi-
dent on the morning of April 27 outside the
Verkhovna Rada, where Hrushevsky Street
was blocked entirely — something that hadn’t
occurred since the Orange Revolution.

Supporters of the Party of Regions took a
defensive position by surrounding the front
entrance with its backers, both paid and
unpaid.

Numbering about 1,000, they held neatly
printed placards, indicating they were pre-
pared by the party leadership and not them-
selves. Several young supporters admitted to
journalists they joined the demonstration
because the Party of Regions was paying
them.

The Party of Regions (PRU) also set up
party tents all along the east side of

Hrushevsky Street, where the Verkhovna
Rada is situated, as a barrier against the pro-
testers and a location for its supporters to
form a defensive line.

Yet it was the presence of more than
1,000 police officers, including helmeted
Berkut (Golden Eagle) and Bars (Snow
Leopard) special forces, not seen at Kyiv
political demonstrations throughout the
Orange era, that offered the most defense for
the Party of Regions and its supporters.

Orange politicians, such as former
Presidential Secretariat head Vira
Ulianchenko and former Internal Affairs
Minister Yurii Lutsenko, complained that
the presence of helmeted and armed special
forces officers only served to exacerbate the
tension between the government’s support-
ers and opponents.

Both politicians directly criticized the
police leadership, present at the demonstra-
tion, for dispatching so many helmeted offi-
cers, Ukrayinska Pravda reported. The news
site pointed out that once the protests were
in full gear, there was one officer for every
five demonstrators (which numbered about
5,000, though some media claim there were
twice as many).

Patrol service officers formed four rows
of a rectangular defense, including on the
east and west sides of Hrushevsky Street for
several hundred feet, ensuring that the sup-
porters and opponents didn’t come close to
each another. Helmeted officers formed
rows in the middle of the rectangle, ready to
assist in case of any outburst.

Protesters expressed outrage that PRU
supporters were allowed to peacefully sur-
round the Parliament building, essentially
protected by the police, while they were
forced across the street, not allowed any-
where near the building, and became the tar-
gets of aggressive pushing and random beat-
ings.

Demonstrators alleged the police initiated
the pushing and shoving as a pretext to pro-
voke the demonstrators and push them as far
back from the Parliament as possible, in a
show of force and intimidation.

“They’re already resorting to force and
shown forms of repression,” said Ivan
Lozowy, president of the Institute of
Statehood and Democracy in Kyiv, who
witnessed the scene at the Verkhovna Rada.

“Only in a rule-of-law society is force
carefully used and tailored only to those sit-
uations covered by the law. The purpose is
not to repress,” he said.

Indeed, throughout the morning various
pockets of protesters admitted they attempt-

ed to break through the police barrier,
including a few serious attempts to storm
the Parliament, which would have likely
resulted in violence if successful.

Those attempts caused dozens of police
to gather against the protesters and push and
shove them back. Yet, in other pockets, doz-
ens of police, unprovoked, forcefully pushed
back the protesters in what they claimed to
be preventive measures.

Soon enough, the methods of shoving
and pushing employed by police escalated
into aggressive measures unseen during the
Orange era, such as beating demonstrators
on their legs with batons and even sporadi-
cally employing tear gas.

Each time a pocket of protesters threat-
ened to break past the police cordons, senior
officers dispatched a dozen helmeted special
forces officers to force them back. Police
snapped flagpoles, while objects flew
between the protesters, police and PRU sup-
porters.

Those protesters who broke through the
police cordons were swarmed upon and cap-
tured by helmeted officers, who reportedly
made a few dozen arrests.

The scene inside the Parliament was far
more violent. Mr. Lytvyn opened the session
without a quorum in Parliament — one of
many violations of the law that day. A few
seconds after uttering “Good morning” and
seating himself at the presidium, eggs began
flying in his direction.

Minutes earlier, President Viktor
Yushchenko had visited Mr. Lytvyn and
reportedly made a last-minute attempt to
convince him not to lead the vote ratifying
the Medvedev-Yanukovych pact. Yet his
advice was duly ignored by the Parliament
chairman.

Afterwards, the former president, whose
critics allege he helped Mr. Yanukovych to
get elected in the presidential run-off against
the pro-Western Ms. Tymoshenko, referred
to the scene in the Parliament as a “military
usurpation” by the government.

Observers said Mr. Lytvyn had no inten-
tion of leading discussion on the critical leg-
islation, which would affect Ukraine’s for-
eign policy for the next quarter century.

Though Mr. Lytvyn’s bodyguards were
prepared for the onslaught, immediately
defending him with umbrellas, several eggs
struck his otherwise sleek suit, drawing
shouts of delight from the attackers.

The coalition forces retaliated with feroc-
ity. Wrapped in a Soviet Black Sea Fleet
flag, decorated with the hammer and sickle,
Communist National Deputy Yevgeniy

Tsarkov began flinging the unbroken eggs
back from the presidium.

Party of Regions deputies, including Oleh
Tsariov and Vladyslav Lukianov, stormed
the Cabinet’s loge, which overlooked the
section from which the eggs flew, and
gained a height advantage in their assault on
the opposition.

In attacking from the loge, they also
sought to chase the Our Ukraine-People’s
Self-Defense deputies away from their near-
by seats, which would enable them to cast
their votes with their cards.

Younger deputies threw punches, while
their older counterparts, such as PRU depu-
ties Dmytro Salamatin and Vasyl
Stelmashenko, tag-teamed their opponents,
with one applying headlocks or pulling hair
as the other punched or pulled.

Among the casualties was Rukh leader
Oles Doniy of the People’s Self-Defense
party, who suffered a concussion from blows
to his head and was reportedly hospitalized.

Our Ukraine-People’s Self-Defense
Deputies Volodymyr Karpuk and Volodymyr
Viazivskyi had their noses broken and faces
bloodied. Millionaire banker Stanislav
Arzhevitin was rescuing his fellow opposi-
tion deputies from headlocks, among them
Yurii Hrymchak.

As in Kozak times, the female deputies
of the opposition chipped in to help in the
battle while their men were on the frontlines.
Liliya Hryhorovych flung water at her oppo-
nents, while Kateryna Lukianova managed
to reach Mr. Lytvyn with her eggs.

Mr. Stetskiv came prepared for battle,
wearing an old sweater which he suspected
would become torn: “The vote was uncon-
stitutional, and once we get to power, we’ll
repeal it,” he vowed.

Unprecedented for the Verkhovna Rada,
smoke bombs filled the session hall a few
minutes into the brawl, the first of which
was launched by Andrii Parubii, an Our
Ukraine deputy, as reported by Ukrayinska
Pravda.

If that was the case, the attempt backfired
on the Our Ukraine-People’s Self-Defense
deputies, who were left choking and aban-
doned their seats in Parliament to inhale
fresh air.

The thick fog didn’t deter Mr. Lytvyn
from announcing the vote, upon which
pro-Russian deputies swarmed the seats
vacated by the Our Ukraine-People’s Self-
Defense and voted with numerous cards,
including those of deputies who were
absent, in support of the Medvedev-

(Continued on page 38)

Base-for-gas deal...

(Continued from page 1)
the lower gas price will allow political elites
to muddle through,” Dr. Kudelia noted.
“Once [Ukraine] has cheap gas, it doesn’t
create an incentive for the elites to pursue
reforms.”

Critics question the constitutionality of
the basing agreements, pointing to Article
17 of the Constitution of Ukraine, which
expressly prohibits the stationing of foreign
military bases on Ukrainian territory.

But the deal’s supporters point to Article
14 in the transitional provisions, which
allows for the temporary stationing of for-
eign forces on existing bases through lease
contracts ratified by the Verkhovna Rada.
The provision was purportedly included in
the 1996 Constitution to legitimize the
fleet’s first contract extension by President
Kuchma and former Russian President Boris
Yeltsin in 1997. Today, experts say, Mr.
Yanukovych and Moscow are exploiting the
same loophole by merely extending the
existing lease.

“As long as they keep extending the
agreement, I think Article 14 will still be
available,” said Jakob Hedenskog, a Black
Sea security expert and visiting fellow in the
Petro Jacyk Program for Ukrainian Studies

at the University of Toronto. “It will be very
difficult to say this is unconstitutional,
because they haven’t changed the
Constitution. This agreement is only an
extension, so it’s within the scope of the
Constitution.”

Thousands of opponents of the
Medvedev-Yanukovych deal protested the
agreement’s ratification by the Verkhovna
Rada on April 27 and engaged in shoving
matches with the police, who struggled to
contain the demonstration. The Rada
approved the bilateral agreement by 236
votes (10 over the required majority), while
the Russian Duma easily passed the measure
by 410 votes (out of 450).

At the rally, Ms. Tymoshenko called on
supporters to remain defiant, hinting that the
issue will move to the top of the opposition
agenda. “Our unification can bring about a
new majority in Parliament and a new presi-
dent in Ukraine — not in five years, not in
three, not even in two, but relatively quick-
ly,” she was quoted as saying by Radio Free
Europe/Radio Liberty.

After five years of bitter political infight-
ing, the disenfranchised Ukrainian electorate
has been reawakened, according to Taras
Kuzio, senior research fellow at the Chair of
Ukrainian Studies at the University of
Toronto.

The public outrage, Dr. Kuzio said, is a

response to the “blitzkrieg pace” at which
Mr. Yanukovych is pursuing unpopular and
divisive policies, of which the Black Sea
Fleet basing is only one example. Other
recent examples are his statement that
Zaporizhia should hold a referendum to
decide whether to erect a new monument to
Stalin in the city and his denial that the
Holodomor was genocide.

“He’s angering a lot of people,” said Dr.
Kuzio. “People don’t necessarily go out
onto the streets to defend democracy. But
when you start undermining issues such as
national identity, independence and sover-
eignty, then you bring out a far more radical
reaction from people.”

In this way, the agreement on continued
basing of the Russian Black Sea Fleet may
serve as a boon to Ukraine’s fractured oppo-
sition, which since Mr. Yanukovych’s elec-
tion has been largely unable to reach a polit-
ical consensus. After the Russian and
Ukrainian presidents announced the base-
for-gas deal, leading opposition figures ral-
lied to the cause and issued statements of
protest.

Mr. Yanukovych’s support of the fleet’s
basing in Crimea — among the most divisive
issues in Ukraine today — is likely to “freeze
the cleavages” and exacerbate the regional-
political divide, opening the door for opposi-
tion forces to rally the electorate estranged

by his policies, noted Dr. Kudelia.

“The opposition doesn’t want to look
completely helpless when dealing with this
issue,” he said, “because ... it’s a good politi-
cal issue to mobilize the public and that’s
why most opposition leaders issued state-
ments against it.”

The Black Sea Fleet has long been a hot-
button issue in Ukraine. Since former
President Leonid Kuchma in 1997 extended
the fleet’s lease until 2017, opposition mem-
bers have consistently advocated its depar-
ture from Sevastopol upon the lease’s expi-
ration.

President Viktor Yushchenko was per-
haps the most ardent opponent of the fleet,
once even blocking its ships during Russia’s
August 2008 war with Georgia from return-
ing to their Crimean base after they deployed
to the Abkhaz coast.

The Black Sea Fleet continues to be a
major issue in Ukrainian politics because of
its historical and political meaning, analysts
say. Furthermore, Russia will likely continue
to use the fleet as leverage during times of
political crisis in Kyiv, flexing its muscles as
a reminder that Moscow is always watch-
ing.

“Russia regularly uses its fleet in subver-
sive operations,” said Mr. Hedenskog. “You
cannot exclude the fact that Russia would
use its naval force, even toward Ukraine.”
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A UKrainian Ssummer

Supplement to The Ukrainian Weekly, May 2, 2010

Ready or not, summer is almost here, so it’s time for our annual
issue of “A Ukrainian Summer” — our 14th special supplement about
things to do and places to go for things Ukrainian during the season.

Inside this section you will find materials to help you: choose a
camp for your kids, find out where you can learn Ukrainian folk
dance or how to play the bandura, decide which sports events to
attend or compete in, enroll in courses on history and other subjects,
and otherwise plan your summer schedule. Of course, you’ll also see
what this year’s Ukrainian Cultural Festival at Soyuzivka has to offer,
take a look at what other Ukrainian festivals are slated between May
and September, and read about some unique travel experiences.

The 2010 release of “A Ukrainian Summer” is our largest ever,

weighing in at 24 pages. Plus, there’s more color than ever thanks to
the growing number of advertisers who chose to have their materials
displayed in full color.

Special thanks go out to those individuals and organizations that
accepted our invitation earlier this spring and submitted materials
for our readers to peruse in this special pullout section. (Incidentally,
“A Ukrainian Summer” traditionally appears in The Weekly's first
issue of May, so plan ahead if you want to submit something for the
2011 edition.)

And to you, Dear Readers, we say: We hope your summertime is
exciting, easy-going, educational, enjoyable, entertaining or whatev-
er you want it to be!

May 14-16
New York

June 18-20
Yonkers, NY

July 2-5
Ellenville, NY

July 23-25
Dickinson, ND

July 30-August 1
Dauphin, MB

July 31-August 2
Edmonton, AB

August 12-15
Rochester, NY

August 21
Toms River, NJ

August 21-22
Lehighton, PA

August 21-22
Chicago
August 21

Horsham, PA

August 28
Saskatoon, SK

September 10-12
Montreal

September 11-12
Baltimore

September 12
Stamford, CT

September 17-19
Toronto

September 18-19
Silver Spring, MD

September 19
Minneapolis

It’s festival time

Ukrainian Festival, St. George Ukrainian Catholic Church,

212-674-1615

25th Yonkers Ukrainian Heritage Festival, St. Michael
Ukrainian Catholic Church,
www.brama.com/yonkersukrainianfest

Lemko Vatra, Organization for the Defense of Lemko
Western Ukraine, Ukrainian American Youth
Association resort, 845-647-7230

Ukrainian Festival, Ukrainian Cultural Institute and
Dickinson State University, 701-483-1486

Canada’s National Ukrainian Festival, Selo Ukraina,
877-474-2683

Ukrainian Pavilion — annual Edmonton Heritage Festival,

William Hawrelak Park, 780-474-5386 or
stankobylko@telus.net

38th annual Ukrainian Festival, St. Josaphat Ukrainian

Catholic Church, 585-266-2255 or www.stjosaphats.org

3rd annual Ukrainian Festival, St. Stephen Ukrainian
Catholic Church, 732-505-6053 or
www.ststephenchurch.us

Ukrainian Independence Day Festival, Ukrainian
Homestead, 610-377-4621 or 215-235-3709

27th annual Ukrainian Festival, Ukrainian Congress
Committee of America - lllinois Branch, Smith Park,
773-252-1228 or www.uccaillinois.org

Ukrainian Independence Day Folk Festival, Ukrainian
American Sports Club Tryzub, 215-343-5412

10th annual Ukrainian Day in the Park, Ukrainian
Canadian Congress — Saskatoon Branch,
306-374-7675 or 306-653-1733

11th annual Montreal Ukrainian Festival, Parc de
I'Ukraine, info@ukefestmontreal.org

34th annual Ukrainian Festival, Baltimore Ukrainian
Festival Committee, Patterson Park, 410-967-0501

43rd annual Connecticut Ukrainian Day Festival,
St. Basil Ukrainian Seminary, 203-269-5909

Ukrainian Festival, Bloor Street West, 416-410-9965
Ukrainian Festival, St. Andrew Ukrainian Orthodox
Cathedral, 301-384-9192

Ukrainian Heritage Festival, Ukrainian Event Center,
ukeheritagefest@yahoo.com or 612-840-9875

Haydamaky to headline
Soyuzivka’s Ukrainian festival

by Matthew Dubas

PARSIPPANY, N.J. — Soyuzivka will
be hosting its fourth annual Ukrainian
Cultural Festival on July 16-18, under the
patronage of the Embassy of Ukraine.

New for this year will be a beer garden,
featuring continuous live music, with Hrim
of New York, Zrada of Winnipeg, and many
more bands. “Zabavy” (dances) in the eve-
ning will be the place for a kolomiyka
showdown between the Roma Pryma
Bohachevsky Dance Workshop and Kupalo
Ukrainian Dance Ensemble of Edmonton.

Vendors will be on hand to sell various
Ukrainian items, from embroidered shirts
to paintings. A food pavilion will be set
up to offer Ukrainian delicacies to the
many visitors who travel great distances
to attend this major U.S. event for the

Ukrainian community.

The performance schedule includes the
Canadian Bandurist Capella of Toronto
and the Dumka Chorus of New York. The
featured performers are the Haydamaky, a
Kozak-style rock band, that plays a bit of
rock, dub, punk and ska, in their own
concert at 9 p.m. on Saturday, July 17.

Led by Oleksandr Yarmola,
Haydamamky’s 2010 tour has included
performances in Poland, Ukraine and
Estonia. On April 26 they performed in
Switzerland in memory of the Chornobyl
disaster. The band was awarded “Wirtualne
Gesle” by Poland for its collaboration with
Polish legend Voo Voo, for best album for
2009, “Voo Voo i Haydamaky.” This was
the band’s sixth album release. For more
information on Haydamky, visit their web-
site www.haydamaky.com.

The Haydamaky, Kozak rock from Ukraine.

Russ Chelak

The Roma Pryma Bohachevsky Ukrainian Dance Workshop.
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At Soyuzivka in 2010: camps, sports, special events and more

by Matthew Dubas

PARSIPPANY, N.J. — For more than 55
years, Soyuzivka has been the place that
Ukrainians have held weddings, meetings,
reunions, cultural exhibits as well as memo-
rable performances and events. The
Soyuzivka Heritage Center officially opens
for summer on Memorial Day weekend,
May 28-30. The season kicks off with a pub
night and zabava featuring Svitanok of New
York.

The next major event at Soyuzivka dur-
ing the summer will be Seniors’ Week, held
on June 13-18. The event attracts more than
100 people and features informative talks
and programs, and provides an opportunity
for seniors to socialize.

Soyuzivka will host the Ukrainian
National Association’s Father’s Day on June
20 — a celebration that is championed by
UNA Branch 13 of Watervliet, N.Y.

From June 20 through July 1, Soyuzivka
will host Tennis Camp, directed by George
Sawchak. Soyuzivka’s Exploration Day
Camp, full of outdoor activities for children
age 7-10, will be held in two sessions, with
the first session on June 28-July 2, and the
second session July 5-9. Concurrently, Tabir
Ptashat, a Ukrainian-language day camp
directed by the Pershi Stezhi sorority of
Plast Ukrainian Scouting Organization, will
be held for campers age 4-6 in two sessions,
June 27-July 4 and July 4-11.

During the summer season, Soyuzivka
hosts cultural themed dinners (don’t forget

your Ukrainian shirts for Hutsul night), and
a multitude of entertainment and perfor-
mances.

A milestone in the summer schedule is
Fourth of July weekend in celebration of
America’s independence.

On July 4-17 the Roma Pryma
Bohachevsky Ukrainian Dance Academy
Workshop will be held at Soyuzivka for
intermediate and advanced dancers. A stage
performance during Soyuzivka’s Ukrainian
Cultural Festival on July 16-18, will feature
the workshop dancers and a wide variety of
performers from Ukraine. Also part of the
festival, of course, are tasty Ukrainian foods
and fascinating exhibits. The festival is orga-
nized by the Ukrainian National Foundation,
under the patronage of the Embassy of
Ukraine. (See the write-up on the first page
of this section for more information.)

After the festival, the camp schedule
resumes with Soyuzivka’s Discovery Camp,
a sleep-away camp for children between the
ages of 8 and 15 that will be held on July
18-24. Concurrently, Soyuzivka’s Heritage
Day Camp, for children age 4-7, will be held
in two sessions, July 18-23 and July 25-30.
These camps are filled with outdoor activi-
ties, and instruction in dance, song and arts
and crafts, which are designed to enhance
the Ukrainian cultural experience.

Families who have adopted children from
Ukraine congregate at Soyuzivka on July
23-25, “Adoption Family Weekend,” to
share experiences and learn the adoption
process. Co-sponsored with the Embassy of

Kids at Soyuzivka’s Discovery Camp.

Ukraine, these workshops help new
American families understand their adopted
child’s heritage and culture.

The 41st annual Chornomorska Sitch
Sports School, for athletes age 6-17, will be
held in two sessions, with the first held on
July 25-31, and the second session on
August 1-7. Instruction in soccer, volleyball,
swimming and tennis is provided by a high-
ly qualified staff. The camp helps build
camaraderie and lasting friendships with

Petrusia Sawchak

Trophy winners at the 54th annual tennis championships of the Ukrainian Sports Federation of the U.S.A. and Canada.

other children of Ukrainian heritage.

The Roma Pryma Bohachevsky
Ukrainian Dance Camp, for dancers age
8-16, provides expert instruction on begin-
ner, intermediate and advanced levels.
Directed by Ania Bohachevsky-Lonkevych,
the camp is held in two, two-week sessions,
July 25-August 7 and August 8-21.
Ukrainian dance is increasingly popular
among our youth and this provides dancers
with a unique opportunity to hone their
skills. Space is limited due to the increased
popularity of the camp, so early registration
is advised.

The annual crowning of Miss Soyuzivka
will be held on August 14. This will transi-
tion into Club Suzy-Q week, August 14-21.
Friends have made this an annual get-togeth-
er for the past few decades.

Ukraine’s famous 2004 Eurovision win-
ner, Ruslana, will host a fund-raising gala
banquet for Soyuzivka — dubbed “Ruslana
for Soyuzivka” — this summer on a date
soon to be announced. Ruslana fell in love
with Soyuzivka last year when she head-
lined the Ukrainian Cultural Festival and
called it the 26th oblast of Ukraine.

And the summer season caps off with
Labor Day weekend festivities, including
tennis and swimming competitions, on
August 31 through September 6.

Soyuzivka’s General Manager Nestor
Paslawsky noted on the growth of the camps
in the last few years, and the increase in

(Continued on page 34)

by Bohdana Puzyk

KERHONKSON, N.Y. — Heritage Day camp, now in its
18th year, continues to entertain and educate children
about their Ukrainian heritage through songs, music,
dance, crafts, games and stories. The program is bilingual
and designed for children 4 to 7 years of age.

This year’s group of counselors will be working with
the children on diverse activities.

Christine Williams will teach Ukrainian songs — old
favorites and new ones to sing at the weekly campfire.
Larysa Krul (first week) and Peter Fil (second week) will
teach dance. Natalka Junas has created many interesting
Ukrainian-themed crafts for the children to make. Halia
Lodynska (first week) and Christine Danyluk (second
week) will take the children on exciting adventures through
the wonderful stories they will introduce. Oksana Ozymko
(first week) and Lidia Bilous (second week) will promote
Ukrainian language by using games and playtime.

The 2010 camp dates are: first week — July 18-23 and
second week — July 25-30. For additional information or to
register your child, please contact Soyuzivka at
845-626-5641 or visit the website at www.soyuzivka.com.

Heritage Day Camp at Soyuzivka is now in its 18th year

Olya Chodoba-Fryz, with her bandura, leads participants of Heritage Camp in Ukrainian song.
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Soyuzivka’s Tennis Camp: a winning formula for over 40 years

by Patrusia Sawchak

KERHONKSON, N.Y. — If you’re
looking for a quality camp this summer
that your children will enjoy, consider
Soyuzivka’s Tennis Camp, which has
attracted kids for more than 40 years. The
camp has a successful formula: knowl-
edgeable and experienced instructors, car-
ing 24-hour supervision, lots of fun-filled,
off-court activities, and nutritional and
tasty meals.

The tennis camp has helped develop
many good tennis players over the years.
The director of the camp is George
Sawchak, a long time United States
Tennis Association player, teacher, orga-
nizer and captain of Middle States” USTA
sectional teams.

He is assisted by Tetiana Sawchak
Louer, who is a certified teaching instruc-
tor, PTR, having international tennis teach-
ing certification. Also assisting will be
Leda Kopach. Both were former Division
I collegiate players, National Junior Tennis
League (NJTL) instructors, and past cham-
pions of the Ukrainian Sports Federation
of the U.S.A. and Canada (USCAK). They
continue to play competitively in local and
national tournaments.

They will be assisted by counselors,
who were once campers themselves. Off-
court 24-hour supervision is provided by
Olya Czerkas, a teacher from Florida, who
helps campers adjust and feel at home at
the camp quarters known as Lviv. Meals
are planned by Chef Andrey Sonevytsky,
who emphasizes a healthy, nutritious and
diversified menu for the children.

The focus of the camp is always about
playing tennis, but there is plenty of time
for off-court fun like swimming in
Soyuzivka’s pool, watching movies and
dancing (both to their own music and
Soyuzivka’s live “zabava” band), and
plenty of opportunity for making friends.

The first week of camp is devoted to
daily instruction in tennis, and the second
week ends with a tournament for the
campers during which players put to use

what they had learned.

The daily regimen always begins with
calisthenics. Then the campers are divid-
ed according to ability, and instructors
rotate their instruction, developing and
stressing correct form, proper strokes and
game strategy. Also emphasized is the
importance of good sportsmanship and
tennis etiquette.

At the end of camp there is a gala ban-
quet where campers receive their certifi-
cates and trophies are awarded to tourna-
ment winners. The coveted Best Camper
Awards are also given to boys and girls
who are recognized for their exemplary
behavior and over-all attitude both on and
off the courts. The banquet is followed by
a dance, at which campers receive
mementos of Tennis Camp.

The dates for the Tennis Camp are June
20-July 1. For camp registration, call
Soyuzivka, 845-626-5641 or visit the
website www.soyuzivka.com.

Participants of the 2009 Tennis Camp.

Tennis Camp staff members in 2009.

Ukrainian Sitch Sports School aims to develop young athletes

by Omelan Twardowsky

PARSIPPANY, N.J. — The 4l1st
Chornomorska Sitch Sports School will
be held at Soyuzivka over the course of
two weeks, broken into two weeklong
sessions from July 25 through August 7.

The intensive sports program will pro-
vide participants the opportunity to learn,
improve or perfect their skills in soccer,
volleyball, tennis and swimming.
Instruction will be provided by highly
skilled trainers, the majority of whom are
returning from previous years.

Many of the participants of the sports
school successfully compete on their
school sports teams, while participating
in the sports divisions of Chornomorska
Sitch. Numerous graduates of the
Chornomorska Sitch Sports School have
won USCAK (Ukrainian Sports
Federation of the U.S.A. and Canada)
swimming and tennis championships, and
have competed in the Ukrainian Youth
Games held at the Ukrainian American
Youth Association camp in Ellenville,
N.Y., with many of them winning medals.
This year the participants of the
Chornomorska Sitch Sports School will
again compete in the Ukrainian Youth
Games that will take place on August 6.

The sports school welcomes youths
age 6-17 for one week or the full two
weeks for either day or overnight ses-

Volleyball instructor Bohdan Siryj (right) with campers in 2009.

sions. Young developing athletes from
other Ukrainian sports organizations that
do not provide a summer sports program
are specifically invited to attend this
year’s sports school.

Registration forms for the
Chornomorska Sitch Sports School can
be found on the Soyuzivka website, www.
soyuzivka.com. For additional informa-
tion, e-mail, sportschool@chornomorska-

sitch.org or telephone Marika Bokalo, the
sports school administrator, at
908-851-0617.

— translated by Matthew Dubas
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Tryzubivka means an endless summer of sports and recreation

by Eugene A. Luciw

HORSHAM, Pa. — Tryzubivka’s festi-
val grounds, sports pub, banquet hall and
40 beautiful acres of parks, streams, pic-
nic groves, sports fields, tennis courts and
other recreational facilities beckon to be a
part of your Ukrainian summer.

The most popular community event —
over 2,000 attend — at the Ukrainian
American Sport Center Tryzub is the
Ukrainian Independence Day Folk
Festival. Scheduled for Sunday, August
22, at noon, the festival stage will feature
the Syzokryli Ukrainian Dance Ensemble,
Voloshky Ukrainian Dance Ensemble, vio-
linist Inessa Tymochko Dekajlo, Svitanya
Eastern European Women’s Vocal
Ensemble and the band Svitanok.

A “zabava,” or dance, to the tunes of
Svitanok follows the stage show. Arts and
crafts vendors, recreational activities for
children, and Ukrainian foods, picnic fare,
desserts and refreshments will be abundant.

On Sunday, June 20, at 1 p.m., Tryzub
will hold its popular Father’s Day Picnic,
a family-oriented event that features some
of the excellent younger performing art-
ists in the Philadelphia area: the Voloshky
School of Dance, Vyshyvanka Ensemble
and the Kurilets Sisters. A zabava to the
music of the Karpaty Orchestra follows.
On that same day Tryzub will host the
under-23 Men’s U.S. Amateur Soccer
Association’s Region I Cup tournament.

Sports

Adult and youth players and sports
fans can enjoy a vast array of sporting
opportunities at Tryzubivka. U.S.C.
Tryzub invites all Ukrainian athletes to
join one of its 29 youth and junior soccer
teams in all age brackets, boys and girls,
its adult male Majors Division soccer
team, its golf team or its youth swim
team. It also invites Ukrainian club teams
to participate in the invitational youth
soccer tournament scheduled for
Memorial Day Weekend (May 28-31).

Soccer families and other fans can
enjoy games at Tryzubivka throughout
the weekends of the season. The Majors
Division games are particularly popular
on a Sunday afternoon. The soccer season
opener picnic on Sunday, September 12,
and the Ukrainian Nationals Family Day
Picnic on Saturday, September 18, are

The players and coaches of all the teams fielded by the Ukrainian Nationals.

particularly good days to enjoy great soc-
cer with a plate full of varennyky.

Children can hone their skills at sever-
al soccer camps and clinics that Tryzub is
scheduling for the summer.

For more seasoned athletes in the
Ukrainian community, Tryzub offers a
fun-filled golf tournament and banquet on
June 12, and tennis tournaments on May
1-2 and September 24-25.

You can become a club member for
only $25 annually, and you can enjoy a
cascade of cultural and sporting events
throughout the spring, summer and early
fall. Tryzubivka’s banquet hall, meeting
rooms and festival grounds are also avail-
able for rental at a reasonable price.

You can learn more about beautiful
Tryzubiwka and the opportunities it offers
the community at www.tryzub.org.

ksksk

On Saturday, October 2, at 4 p.m.,
USO Tryzub will celebrate its 60th anni-
versary. A banquet will begin at 4 p.m.
Afterwards the members and guests will
celebrate this milestone with a fun-filled
Fallfest 2010 music festival and zabava.

Peter Fil

Syzokryli perform the Hopak at the Ukrainian Independence Day Folk Festival.

The Ukrainian Nationals Dnipro after they won a championship at Tryzubivka.

A Ukrainian Nationals striker draws the attention of an opposing player during a

tournament at the Tryzub sports center.
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Kobzarska Sich sponsors bandura camp and choral seminar

by Anatoli W. Murha

LIVONIA, Mich. — Kobzarska Sich
(KS), under the musical directorship of Oleh
Mabhlay, is very pleased to announce two
special guest instructors from Ukraine for its
2010 bandura and choral programs.

Anatoli Avdievsky, the legendary artistic
director and chief conductor of the world-
renown Hryhorii Veriovka National
Folkloric Ensemble, has accepted an invita-
tion to teach and conduct at the Ukrainian
Choral Workshop at Kobzarska Sich this
August.

The bandura programs of KS will feature
Volodymyr Voyt Jr., a Merited Artist of
Ukraine and an instrumental soloist with the
Hryhorii Veriovka National Folkloric
Ensemble.

Founded in 1979, KS is organized by the
Ukrainian Bandurist Chorus and is held at
All Saints Ukrainian Orthodox Church
Camp in Emlenton, Pa.

Maestro Avdievsky will work with
ensembles of the Ukrainian Choral
Workshop as well as conduct songs with the
full ensemble of the Bandura Course. Mr.
Avdievsky will also share his extensive
insight on singing techniques in the
Ukrainian folk tradition as well as lead par-
ticipants in his own arrangements.

Mr. Voyt will teach bandura students in
both individual and group settings, sharing
his technical knowledge and bandura prow-
ess as one of the most talented bandura play-
ers from Ukraine.

Mr. Mahlay, the 2010 musical director of
Kobzarska Sich, is a former artistic director
and conductor of the Ukrainian Bandurist
Chorus. He has spent many years at
Kobzarska Sich as musical director, conduc-
tor and instructor. This year he will lead a
talented line-up of bandura and choral
instructors: Anatoli Avdievsky and
Volodymyr Voyt, Jr. on staff will be Andrij
Birko, Julian Kytasty, Irene Kytasty-Kuzma,

Instructors, staff and students of the 2009 Bandura Camp and Ukrainian Sacred Music Seminar.

Natalia B. Mahlay, Yurij Petlura and Irene
Zawadiwsky.

Kobzarska Sich is offering the following
bandura and choral programs this August.

A Bandura Course, August 7-21: This
two-week course focuses on over seven
hours of daily group instruction in: the tech-
nique of playing bandura, bandura history,
solo and ensemble playing and singing,
music lectures, elementary music theory (as
needed). The course is designed for children
age 12 and older and adults of all ages.

A Junior Bandura Workshop, August 7-14:
This one-week workshop covers the basics
of playing bandura and bandura history.
Participants are introduced to ensemble
playing and singing, music lectures, elemen-
tary music theory (as needed). This work-
shop is designed for children age 9-11.

Ukrainian folk dance is focus
of workshop in Pennsylvania

by Paula Holoviak

LEHIGHTON, Pa. — The 21st Ukrainian
Folk Dance Workshop sponsored by the
Ukrainian American Heritage Foundation
(UAHF) of the Lower Anthracite Region
will be held at the Ukrainian Homestead in
Lehighton, Pa., from Monday, June 28,
through Friday, July 2. The camp runs daily
from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. and includes dance
instruction, folk singing, sports, crafts and

swimming. Instruction is offered to children
age 5 and up, with advanced workshop
instruction for experienced dancers. The
workshop is under the artistic direction of
Andrij Dobriansky assisted by Yurij
Dobriansky.

Special activities for this year’s camp
include mini-workshops and demonstrations
in the art of pysanky and gerdany. Adult

(Continued on page 34)

Christine Syzonenko

Members of the advanced group, with April Milinichik and Alex Syzonenko in
front, perform ‘“Tropotianka’ at the 2009 Ukrainian Folk Dance Workshop finale
performance in Lehighton, Pa.

A Ukrainian Sacred Music Workshop,
August 11-15: This four-day workshop pro-
vides an opportunity to sing sacred works by
Ukrainian master composers and provides
practical pointers for church singers, cantors
and conductors relative to common areas of
church singing. Listening lectures will open
up many hidden aspects of the sacred music
tradition. This workshop is designed for
older teenagers (age 15 and older) and adults
of all ages.

A Ukrainian Choral Workshop August
15-21:

This one-week intensive and enjoyable

workshop focuses on the singing and perfor-
mance of Ukrainian folk music. Participants
will take part in various ensembles and pri-
vate lessons. The workshop is designed for
older teenagers (age 15 and older) and adults
of all ages.

Given the expected demand for this
year’s programs, interested participants are
encouraged to enroll early to ensure place-
ment. For more information and for a regis-
tration package, please visit http://www.ban-
dura.org/bandura_school.htm or contact the
Administrator of KS, Anatoli Murha, at
734-953-0305 or ks@bandura.org.
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Plast offers summertime adventures and educational experiences

by Andrea Zharovsky

PHILADELPHIA - Spring is the sea-
son when we start thinking about summer
plans and when members of Plast begin
to dream of their adventures at summer
camps.

Plast summer camps are essentially
sleep away camps held in a natural setting
where nature beckons all with its beauty
and romance.

A longer stay immersed in nature is an
integral part of Plast Ukrainian Scouting
Organization’s educational program; a
Plast member’s experience and self-con-
fidence grows through physical activity
and spiritual inspiration, and a connection
to nature. Camps are among the best edu-
cational tools and perhaps the most inter-
esting part of the Plast program.

Plast camps are a place for children
and teens to release energy and rest from
school, while developing scouting and
community virtues, an orderly way of life
and self-discipline. Camps foster initia-
tive, creativity, a love of God’s creations
and leadership skills.

Young children, too, need a healthy
and friendly environment with exposure
to other children that will help develop in
them an open and joyful attitude toward
life and to the world around them. Thus,
“Tabir Ptashat” provides an excellent
opportunity for young children, age 4-6,
to share their days with their peers amidst
in nature, explore the world around them,
and grow through the proven educational
methods and traditions of Plast.

Novyi Sokil, the first Plast camp-
ground near Buffalo, N.Y., invites all

members of Plast to participate in this
year’s camps for Plast youths — novatstvo
(age 6-11) and yunatstvo (age 11-17),
which will be held from Saturday, July 3,
to Saturday, July 24. It is also a tradition
here to hold “Tabir Ptashat” — camps for
younger children age 4-6. At Novyi Sokil
the youngsters camp in tents with their
parents during the week of July 11-18.

For additional information about Novyi
Sokil, please log on to http://www.novy-
isokil.org/index.asp. The camp is located
at 2301 School St., North Collins, NY
14111-9629; telephone, 716- 337-3361.

Vovcha Tropa this year offers camps
for yunatstvo and novatstvo from
Saturday, July 3, to Saturday, July 24. A
beginners’ camp for aged 6 and 7-year-
olds will be held from Sunday, July 18, to
Saturday, July 24.

For additional information about
Vovcha Tropa readers may visit its web-
site at: http://www.vovchatropa.org/. The
camp is located at Sayre Hill Road, East
Chatham, NY 12060; telephone,
518-392-5801.

The Pysanyi Kamin camp invites all
Plast members to Ohio for its summer
activities. This year’s camps for Plast
youths (novatstvo and yunatstvo) will be
held from Saturday, July 3, to Saturday,
July 24. Tabir Ptashat (for preschoolers
with parents or guardians) will be held
from Sunday, July 4, to Saturday, July 10.
As well, from Sunday, June 20, through
Thursday, July 1, there will be a special
camp for older yunatstvo, (Krayovyi
Vyshkilnyi Tabir) geared toward those
working toward the rank of eagle scout.

For additional information about

The 2009 camp for novaky (boys age 6-11) at Vovcha Tropa, which was called
“Karavan.”

Pysanyij Kamin, readers may log on to
http://www.plastcleveland.org/plastpk.
htm. The camp is located at 17030 Shedd
Road, Middlefield, OH 44062; telephone,
440-632-5682.

Information about all Plast summer
camps, including special camps such as
“Zolota Bulava” Leadership Camp, Sea
Scouting Camp, and camps for counsel-
ors of novatstvo (“Vyshkil Novatskykh

Vporiadnykiv) and yunatstvo (“Lisova
Shkola,” “Shkola Bulavnykh,” “Vyshkil
Bunchuzhnykh” and “Vyshkil Yunatskykh
Vporiadnykiv”), may be found online at
www.plastusa.org along with all require-
ments and appropriate application forms.
Please keep in mind that all campers must
be members of Plast for at least three
months (for novatstvo) or six months (for
yunatstvo).

A Plast counselor with one of his youngest charges.

Girls at work at the camp for yunachky at Vovcha Tropa.
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Plast’s “Tabir Ptashat”: engaging preschoolers since 1989

by Oksana Isajiw

CHICAGO - Plast Ukrainian Scouting
Organization’s “Tabir Ptashat” originated
in 1989 at Soyuzivka and has been held at
the Ukrainian National Association’s
Ukrainian heritage center every year since
its inception.

Tabir Ptashat was the special project of
Neonila Sochan, who as a very hands-on
grandmother and equally active Plast
member, understood the lasting value of a
day camp program for children between
the ages of 4 and 6, which would focus on
fun and socialization within the context of
the children’s Ukrainian language and her-
itage. An additional objective was to pre-
pare the children for future participation as
Plast “novatstvo” (children age 6-11).

The administrators of the camp are
members of the Plast sorority Pershi
Stezhi.

Typical daily activities are games,
nature walks and presentations, storytell-
ing, singing, and arts and crafts. Central
to the concept behind Tabir Ptashat is the
exclusive use of Ukrainian by all partici-
pants. It is a strictly adhered to require-
ment that all participants be conversant in
Ukrainian and that all activities take place
in the Ukrainian language.

Like the “ptashata” that the camp is
named for, young campers flock to
Soyuzivka in late June for the first ses-
sion or in early July for the second ses-
sion, accompanied by parents, grandpar-
ents and sundry extended family mem-
bers who participate in the camp program
as counselors and assistant counselors.

Customarily, the two camp sessions

have a unifying theme selected months
beforehand by the respective chief coun-
selors. Each session’s activities relate to
the common theme.

The theme for Tabir Ptashat in 2009
was traveling to and learning about other
countries. The camp’s culminating activi-
ty took the children around the world in
Soyuzivka’s big tent. Counselors and vol-
unteer parents manned stations that pre-
sented interesting facts about the customs
and geography of countries such as
Egypt, Argentina, India, and, of course,
Ukraine.

Often, as a grand finale to the week’s
activities, the children participate in a
stage performance that reflects the com-
mon theme.

Tabir Ptashat campers are organized
into small groups according to age. In
keeping with the camp’s name, each
group is named for a bird. The bird is fea-
tured in the children’s group ritual, which
the children perform at camp assemblies.
The ritual consists of an original song and
a mime, accompanied by the wearing of a
lavishly decorated hat.

Many children will participate in the
two sessions of Tabir Ptashat this sum-
mer. Like the participants of close to 40
sessions before them, the children will
return home with memories of new
friends, new songs, many interesting
experiences and very unique hats.

For information about Tabir Ptashat
readers may contact: Oresta Fedyniak,
2626 W. Walton Ave., Chicago IL 60622;
telephone, 773-486-0394.

Children enjoy a crafts activity at last year’s “Tabir Ptashat” at Soyuzivka.
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A TRIP TO UKRAINE: Our grandparents’ homeland, and ours

by Hanya Maksymowich

The tomatoes were the ripest red, the
cucumbers bursting with flavor, the soup
exquisite and the horilka at the ready...

I'had skipped the dying part and had gone
straight to heaven. That’s how I felt many
times during my recent, first-time visit to
our beautiful Ukraine.

I’m Hanya, the eldest of three sisters
who’ve grown up together, singing
Ukrainian songs in three-part harmony, in
the back seats of Mom and Dad’s various
station wagons while riding to church for lit-
urgy or “Ukie School” or to the local
Ukrainian American club for dance practice.

Mom and Dad were Taras and Anne
Maksymowich, both first-generation
American-born Ukrainian Americans, who
raised me and my sisters, Donna
Maksymowich-Waskiewicz and Karyn
Maksymowich Wilk, to love a heritage they
only knew through their immigrant parents
— to love a country they themselves never
even got to visit.

Their wish to travel to Ukraine was not
fulfilled in their lifetimes. But the three of us
sisters finally were blessed to be able to visit
our grandparents’ homeland this past
September.

We didn’t just visit. We, as “Trio
Maksymowich,” sang for our supper. We
sang with unexplainable joy and for the
glory of Ukraine.

We had been given so many words of
warning: “Don’t drink the water, you’ll get
sick.” “The country is entirely backward —
eat now while you have the chance.”

“Make sure you take toilet paper.”

“Why in the world would you want to go
there?” “Make sure you have a shot before
you eat any meat, to kill the bacteria.”

On the other hand, we were also told:
“Wait until you see how beautiful it is in the
Carpathian Mountains! You’ve always been
singing about it; now you will get to see for
yourself.” “You are going to love the food. It
will just melt into your system.” “There are
going to be many good surprises!”

The food

We didn’t get sick. For one thing, we
wisely drank bottled water, which is just a
good practice when you’re traveling any-
where. We liked it best when it was “without
gas,” since this is what we were used to
drinking lots of in humid south Florida.

But we brushed our teeth and bathed in
what came out of the taps. Nothing hap-
pened to us. We ate “suspicious sandwich-
es,” and nothing happened to us.

The food, to be honest, was out of this

world.

We first encountered those fresh vegeta-
bles I mentioned — the ones grown by angels
and not at all like the tasteless ones in my
local supermarket — at our first Ukrainian
meal in the cafeteria of the school in
Konopchytsi, just after we had finished sing-
ing our first concert.

And there was this amazing soup with
meat and potatoes in it. And dill, lots of it.
There were holubtsi and I think fish and
possibly varenyky, and so many other
things. It’s hard to remember exactly, there
was such a variety, and different people kept
offering us different things.

Compote, the fruit and beet sugar with
hot water poured over it and left to steep,
was served in cool glasses. And three differ-
ent kinds of horilka or wine or whatever it
was. It was hard to focus. The entire spread
looked so good that it didn’t seem real.

I thought maybe it was because we hadn’t
eaten for hours and had arrived for this show
straight from the Kyiv airport after being
stranded in the Atlanta airport overnight and
consequently traveling for 35 hours straight.

But the food was like that almost every-
where we went in Ukraine, and its effect on
me absolutely inexplicable. It made me feel
alive, really alive, like nothing I had ever
eaten in the states. Maybe because it was so
fresh, with none of the antibiotics, preserva-
tives and bizarre derivatives that haunts
much of the food in the United States.

At the restaurant/bar adjoining the con-
cert hall in Myrhorod were “mother-in-law
tongues” that included sautéed eggplant
wrapped in some kind of magical stuff, and
this indescribable mushroom/beef/onion/
gravy concoction.

At the 24-hour Kalyna restaurant located
outside of Kyiv, two things I'll never forget:
first, their cheese and fruit “nalysnyky”
(crepes) were delicious, but the ones stuffed
with what must have been a half a pound of
poppy made my head spin with delight.
Second, the steaming tea made from kalyna
soothed my throat like nothing I had ever
tried.

At Kryivka in Lviv, it was varenyky with
meat in them, and their own beer that made
me feel alive again after a very long day. A
half-meter long kovbasa that was the source
of several jokes, none of which applied to its
wonderful flavor. I wonder if the Customs
agents would have noticed if I had tried to
smuggle one of those home. ..

I could write an entire article praising the
five-star meals and service at the Grand
Admiral Club outside of Kyiv. The salmon
with milk at breakfast and the choicest
seared tuna salad, the fish soup, and the cav-

The trio in downtown Ivano-Frankivsk after performing at the Rodoslav festival.

Oleksander Vashtebey

Trio Maksymowich, (from left) Karyn Maksymowich Wilk, Donna Maksymowich-
Waskiewicz and Hanya Maksymowich, after they were greeted by beautiful
young Ukrainian girls at Myrhorod’s city sign.

iar at dinner were the best I'd ever had in
my life.

It wasn’t only the chefs in these restau-
rants in Ukraine who knew how to do food
right. Pani Donna served us delightful
“kanapky” and tea one fine morning in her
apartment in Lviv, and Pani Veshtebey in
Kyiv shared her best garden vegetables and
masterful cooking.

“Salo” is an entity unto itself. It is impos-
sible to explain just how eating what is
essentially pure fat could be considered a
culinary experience, but it is. We were told
that the salo we ate in Ukraine just isn’t
exported. Karyn decided that we need to
begin a movement here in the States called
“Ukrainian Americans for Salo,” complete
with the distribution of bumper stickers. The
three of us have been going through with-
drawal pains.

I want to go back to Ukraine so badly I
can taste it.

The singing, the sights...

The three of us have sung together locally
in south Florida, whether at the Ukrainian
American Club of Miami, with the
Assumption of Blessed Virgin Mary
Ukrainian Catholic Church Choir or at St.
Nicholas Ukrainian Orthodox Church, both
in Miami, or as part of our Ukrainian
Dancers of Miami performances.

We’ve performed at Soyuzivka in upstate

New York and at a Slavic festival in
Houston. We’ve also sung the American
National Anthem at a Florida Marlins base-
ball game, a Miami Heat basketball game,
and both the Ukrainian and American
anthems for a University of Miami basket-
ball game vs. Ukraine several years ago.

However, this was our first time singing
the beloved folk songs of our ancestors in
Ukraine.

For this special nine-day, multi-concert
tour, we traveled to and sang in the cities
I’ve mentioned above, plus Ivano-Frankivsk
and Yaremche.

We also sang in some unexpected places:
For the wonderful owners of the Hutsul
Hotel in Kosiv, we sang in their foyer (the
acoustics begged for it). We debuted an a
capella version of “Dva Kolyory” for the
passengers of our car. We rehearsed
“Zapovit” even though we didn’t make it to
Shevchenko’s grave in Kaniv on this trip.
There was a version of “Schedryk” that
sounded magical, even though it was out of
season.

Our Ukrainian people, as audiences, left
nothing to be desired — so warm, so recep-
tive, so appreciative. They went to great
lengths to make us feel welcome, even
though all they knew about us was that we
were of Ukrainian descent.

In retrospect, I’'m not sure why I was sur-

(Continued on page 33)

Trio Maksymowich and the Lubava folk song and dance ensemble from the Volyn
region after a joint concert they gave in Yaremche.
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TRAVELS: Ukrainian musicians provide an ocean of music

by Olia Rudyk

As I stood in the open three-story atrium
of the cruise ship The Grand Princess this
past December, the familiar sounds of
“Schedryk” by Ukrainian composer
Mykola Leontovych floated in the air.
Leaning over the railing to find the source
of the music and see who was playing this
world-renowned melody, I discovered a
string quartet enchanting a large apprecia-
tive audience.

Not only was the music familiar but so
were the faces — there was something Slavic
in their features. The woman with long
blond hair lovingly embracing the cello had
to be Ukrainian! I guessed that the three
men with her were Ukrainian also.

The young man playing the first violin
was a virtuoso, dazzling the crowd with his
technical skills and obvious passion for his
instrument. The second violinist and violist
too displayed skill well above the average
performer.

I turned to look at my husband, Stefan,
and saw the expression on his face. He had
similar thoughts running through his head.

We were very happy to hear a familiar
Ukrainian melody, and were especially
pleased to hear the first violinist explain to
the audience that the artists in the Premier
String Quartet are from Ukraine and enjoy
sharing their love of music. The Premier
String Quartet had a large repertoire span-
ning everything from classical masterpieces
by the world’s greatest composers to famil-
iar operatic arias, Beatles tunes, contempo-
rary pop hits, Broadway show tunes and, of
course, beautiful Ukrainian compositions.

In the course of our three-week cruise,
we would hear “Schedryk” as part of the
Christmas-themed music. “Bukovynskyj
Kozachok” had the predominately non-
Ukrainian audience tapping their feet, clap-
ping their hands and moving in many direc-
tions to this lively tune. The beautiful and
popular piece “Melodiya” by Myroslav
Skoryk had the opposite effect by transport-
ing the audience into a deeply pensive
mood.

These talented musicians performed
several times each day in the atrium. Their
appearance schedule was always on our
agenda, and we made it a point of listening
to their extensive repertoire every day.
During our journey, the quartet performed
two formal concerts on the main stage of
the cruise ship. It was no wonder the audi-
ence rewarded the performances with
standing ovations.

Valentyn Dudko, the first violinist of the
Premier String Quartet, was born on New
Year’s Day 1974 in Nikopol,
Dnipropetrovsk region of Ukraine. Mr.
Dudko gives thanks to his father for intro-
ducing him to the violin at the age of 6.
Handing him a violin, he sent him off for
his first lessons.

His father wanted his son to not only play
the violin, but to feel the music and passion
that the beautiful instrument produces. Mr.
Dudko amusingly recalls his father consid-
ering sending his young son to spend time
with a gypsy who could instill a passion in
him that only a gypsy can express. He also
recalls his mother and grandmother finding
such an idea ridiculous.

After watching and listening to Mr.
Dudko performing “Czardas” by Vittorio
Monti, my husband and I were not com-
pletely convinced that the mother and
grandmother had won the argument.

Realizing his own passion for the violin,
Mr. Dudko applied to and attended the
Mykola Lysenko Kyiv Specialized
Secondary Music School, which he attend-
ed for 11 years. There, not only did he con-
tinue honing his playing skills, but he also
deepened his knowledge about the history

of the violin and all aspects of music.

Expanding on their formal studies, he
and his roommates spent their free time
furthering their range of music to include
pop, rock and country. In the dormitory
they listened to such performers as Elton
John, Chicago and Fleetwood Mac.

After secondary school, Mr. Dudko
enrolled at the acclaimed Kyiv National
Music Academy of Ukraine, where he stud-
ied for five years. Upon graduating from
the academy, he accepted a position as a
violinist with the Kyiv Opera Theater
Orchestra.

Shortly thereafter, Mr. Dudko participat-
ed in a musical competition, winning a spot
with the Cairo Symphonic Orchestra in
Egypt. Securing this position meant greater
financial security given the economic insta-
bility in Ukraine. His salary with the Cairo
Symphonic Orchestra was 10 times that
earned by musicians in Ukraine, enabling
him to provide for his family.

During his time with the Cairo
Symphonic Orchestra, he was given the
opportunity to play for audiences around
the world in places such as Poland,
Germany, Switzerland, France, Italy,
Turkey, Iran and South Korea. Returning to
Ukraine in 2004, he joined the Kyiv
Symphony Orchestra, where he met, fell in
love with and married accomplished cellist
Luba Holovata.

Ms. Holovata, a native of Lviv, was
born on December 23, 1975. Orphaned at
the age of 5, she and her four siblings were
raised by an aunt and uncle. Luba revealed
an interest and love for the cello at an early
age and applied for financial assistance
with the local branch of the Ukrainian
Women’s League.

Ms. Holovata fondly remembers an
interview with Luba Bilowchtchuk, chair-
woman of the Scholarship Program of the
Ukrainian National Woman’s League of
America. Recognizing the young girl’s tal-
ent and potential, Ms. Bilowchtchuk quick-
ly awarded Ms. Holovata a scholarship that
enabled her to attend the Solomyia
Krushelnytska Lviv Specialized Secondary
Music School.

Upon graduating from the secondary
school, Ms. Holovata continued her studies

The Rudyks with the Premier String Quartet (standing, from left) Luba Holovata,
Olia Rudyk, Dmytro Panchenko, Valentyn Dudko, Serhiy Soloshchenko and
(seated) Stefan Rudyk.

at the Lviv State Academy of Music. Once
she completed her education, Ms. Holovata
launched her music career as a cellist with
the Lviv Opera Theater Orchestra.

For her first professional stage perfor-
mance with the orchestra, the UNWLA
presented her with a brand new hand-craft-
ed instrument. She recalls that day with
deep emotion, appreciation and gratitude.

Later Ms. Holovata joined the Lviv
Symphony Orchestra, and eventually the
Kyiv Symphony Orchestra where she met
her future husband and travelled through-
out Europe, Africa and Asia.

Mr. Dudko, along with his new bride,
Luba, and two fellow musicians, Serhiy
Soloshchenko (second violin) and Dmytro
Panchenko (viola), formed the Premier
String Quartet.

Like Mr. Dudko, Mr. Soloshchenko
attended the Mykola Lysenko Kyiv
Specialized Secondary Music School for
11 years and continued on to the Kyiv
National Musical Academy. His accom-
plishments include performing with the

Kyiv Philharmonic Orchestra as well as
with the Lyatoshynsky Classical Music
Ensemble.

Mr. Panchenko, upon completing his
formal education at the Lviv State
Academy of Music, joined various musical
groups, including a private symphony
orchestra and an international youth sym-
phony orchestra.

Both Mr. Soloshchenko and Mr.
Panchenko have also travelled extensively
as performers with their respective musical
groups.

The Premier String Quartet received its
first contract on a cruise liner about five
years ago. Since then, these talented
Ukrainians have worked for such cruise
lines as Princess and Celebrity, having been
afforded the ability to share their passion
for music with thousands of passengers
around the world while traveling to places
most people can only dream about visiting
one day.

They love what they do, but it is no

(Continued on page 34)

U.S. Work/Travel program benefits students from Ukraine

by Bohdana Puzyk

For the past three years Soyuzivka
has hosted student workers from
Ukraine through the U.S. government
program Work/Travel. It is available to
foreign university students who want to
come to the U.S. for the summer to
work. Soyuzivka works with a desig-
nated “sponsor” from U.S. Immigration
and Customs Enforcement who is
authorized to issue the DS-2019 form,
which allows the student to apply for
the J-1 visa.

Any Ukrainian university student
between the ages of 18 and 28 can par-
ticipate in this program. Students learn
about the program and sponsors through
advertisement. Once a student has
selected a sponsor to work with, he or
she can then review the opportunities
available. The student then applies for
the jobs offered and interviews with the
prospective employer. Once an employ-
er accepts the student, the sponsor
works with students to complete the
necessary forms (DS-2019), applica-
tions and prepare for the U.S. Embassy
interview.

Once the Embassy issues a visa, the

student is ready to travel to America.

Students are allowed to work to the
last date on their DS-2019 forms and
then have an additional 30 days to travel
within the U.S. before their departure
home.

There is a fee to register with a spon-
sor. The fee includes: placement (find-
ing a job), a completed DS-2019 form,
setting up an appointment with the U.S.
Embassy, assistance with visa process-
ing, registration with the Department of
Homeland Security, and the Student and
Exchange Visitor Information System
(SEVIS), orientation, medical insurance
and support while in the United States.

By working with a designated spon-
sor, Soyuzivka is able to hire university
students who have been interviewed
and understand that Ukrainian and
English are the languages they will be
using.

The most important service sponsors
provide is that they ensure that the stu-
dents have all of the necessary docu-
ments filled out accurately for the
Embassy interview, ensuring that the
students will come here for the summer
legally. They register the students with
SEVIS, which allows them to apply and

receive a Social Security card, making
them legal workers. All participants are
exempt from Social Security (FICA),
Medicare and Federal Unemployment
Tax (FUTA).

These students from Ukraine are a
wonderful asset to Soyuzivka. And, they
benefit too. Not only are they learning
English, but they are also learning about
life in America. Their enthusiasm to be
working in America and to be in an
environment like Soyuzivka, where they
meet fellow Ukrainians, and see that the
diaspora is not only alive but flourish-
ing is very inspiring.

Many friendships have been formed
between Ukrainian and American stu-
dents over the summers and, as in the
past, Soyuzivka continues to be the
place for our youth to make lifelong
friends. Now those friendships are not
only from across an ocean but may
actually be from the same town or vil-
lage where our grandparents or parents
lived.

For more information about a J-1
visa, DS-2019 from or the SEVIS pro-
gram, readers may visit the U.S. State
Department website (see http://travel.
state.gov/visa/temp/types_1267.html).
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Tennis Camp

Ages 10-18
$ 725 UNA member
$ 775 non—-UNA member
Intensive tennis instruction & competitive play
Limited to 45 students
Directed by George Sawchuk
Jun 20- Jul 1

Roma Pryma Bohachevsy
Ukrainian Dance Academy Workshop
Ages 16 & up
$950 UNA member
$1000 non UNA member
Vigorous 2 week dance training
Intermediate & advanced dancers
Stage performances at Cultural Festival
Jul 4-17

Tabir Ptashat
Ages 4-6
Plast Ukrainian-language
day camp for little campers
Session 1 - Jun 27- Jul 4
Session 2 —Jul 4 - 11

Exploration Day Camp
Ages 7-10
$ 150 @ week @ child or
$30 @ day/@ child
Five hours of fun, outdoor activities!
Session 1 — Jun 28 — Jul 2
Session2 -Jul 5-9

Ukrainian Heritage Day Camp
Ages 4-7
$200 child staying on premises
$250 child staying off premises
Day care program designed to instill pride in our

Ukrainian heritage through song, dance, arts & crafts

Session 1 - Jul 18 —23
Session 2 - Jul 25 - 30

Discovery Camp
Ages 8-15
$400 UNA member / $450 non UNA member
$300 UNA member / $350 non UNA Member if
a child sleeps with the parent on premises
Sleep-away camp filled with outdoor activities,
sports, arts & crafts designed to enhance
the Ukrainian cultural experience.
Jul 18 -24

Chornomorska Sitch
Sports School
Ages 6-17
$405-Weekly $210-Daily
41st Annual sports camp run
by the Ukrainian Athletic-Educational Association
“Chornomorska Sitch”. Focus on soccer, tennis,
volleyball and swimming
& is perfect for any sports enthusiast.
Contact Marika Bokalo at (908) 851 — 0617

Session 1 - Jul 25 -31
Session 2 - Aug 1-7

Roma Pryma Bohachevsky
Ukrainian Dance Camp
Ages 8-16
$1050 UNA member / $1100 non UNA member
Directed by Ania Bohachevsky-Lonkevych
(daughter of Roma Pryma Bohachevsky
Expert instruction- beginning, intermediate
& advanced students
Each camp ends with a grand recital.
Attendance limited to 60.
Session 1 - Jul 25 - Aug 7
Session 2 - Aug 8 - 2
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Why not pay a visit to Pennsylvania’s Ukrainian Homestead?

by Ihor J. Czenstuch

LEHIGHTON, Pa. — For over 50 years
the Ukrainian Homestead, a piece of
Ukraine on 200 acres owned by the
Organization for the Rebirth of Ukraine —
has been the summer home for Ukrainians
of all ages from various states and coun-
tries.

In recent years, this Ukrainian resort in
Lehighton, Pa., located 75 miles north of
Philadelphia and 90 miles west of New
York City, has experienced a resurgence
of visitors. Adults who spent many sum-
mers at the Homestead are now bringing
their children, third-and fourth-generation
Ukrainians from the coal mining regions
of Pennsylvania are revisiting their roots,
and the new wave of Ukrainians is find-
ing a haven.

The Ukrainian Homestead offers motel
rooms, bungalows, barbeque areas, a
swimming pool, two dance halls and a
social club. A traditional open-air chapel
also graces the grounds. Occupied through-
out the year by skiers, bikers, rafters, hunt-
ing and fishing enthusiasts, conventioneers
and vacationers, the Homestead is near
attractions such as the quaint town of Jim
Thorpe and many ski resorts.

In the summer the Homestead hosts
two camps: Ukrainian Gold Cross
Children’s Camp and the Kazka Dance
Camp.

The highlight of the summer is the
annual Ukrainian Independence Day
Festival held on the third weekend in

Alexander Prociuk

A re-enactment in 2009 at the Ukrainian Homestead of the historic Battle of Konotop.

August. Spectators come to experience
traditional songs and dance as performed
by groups from the U.S. and Canada,
feast on Ukrainian foods, view arts and
crafts presented by many vendors, learn
from educational exhibits about Ukrainian
culture and enjoy the “zabava” (dance) on
Saturday night.

This year’s festival will take place on
August 21-22 and will feature the
Kashtan Dance Ensemble from Ohio, the

Kazka Ensemble of Pennsylvania, violin-
ist Inessa Tymochko-Dekailo and many
more performers.

The summer season at the Homestead
ends with the traditional “Pechennia
Baraboli” (potato bake) and dance on
September 25.

As a special attraction this fall, in
October the Homestead will host another
Ukrainian battle re-enactment, which
aims to educate students and adults via a

living history demonstration and hands-
on-activities showing how the Kozaks
lived and used cannons, sabers and other
period arms on the field of battle. (More
details will be announced as they become
available.)

For more information, or to make res-
ervations, readers may call The Ukrainian
Homestead, 610-377-4621, or visit Www.
ukrhomestead.com for a complete sched-
ule of events.
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