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$1/$2 in Ukraine

Will intellectual property law
end rampant piracy in Ukraine?

by Yana Sedova

Kyiv Press Bureau

KYIV - Having passed a bill in the
area of intellectual property protection
on July 6, the Verkhovna Rada took a
significant step to limit the widespread
pirate production of software, music and
films.

Kostiantyn Orlov, president of the Anti-
Piracy Film and Video Association — a
group that assisted Kyiv’s main police
department in collecting the goods and
compiling inventories.

But, those judges and policemen
responsible for handling the goods at the
second stage, including prosecution and
destruction of the pirated products often

g o F=1
Surrounded by hundreds of pirated and licensed DVDs, Oleh Ivanov makes a

A s
5 i P i Yana Sedova

living at Kyiv’s Petrivka market selling discs for $5, which would otherwise cost
up to $17 each if they were licensed copies.

The bill, which was supported by 261
national deputies out of 372 registered,
with 44 voting against, foresees criminal
liability for offenders. When President
Viktor Yushchenko signs the bill, those
who violate intellectual property rights
will face five years of imprisonment.

The law will introduce changes to the
Criminal Code and establish liability for
illegal circulation of compact discs,
equipment and raw materials for their
production, and molds.

“The stricter the responsibility, the
better,” said Valentyn Chebotariov, the
assistant chair of Ukraine’s Department
for Intellectual Property.

The lack of strong criminal penalties
for copyright infringement is only one of
several reasons piracy has flourished in
Ukraine, officials said. Low salaries for
police officers, as well as federal and local
officials also, contribute to the continuing
bribery that affects enforcement efforts.

As a result of nearly 300 anti-piracy
raids, the Department for Intellectual
Property and the Anti-Piracy Film and
Video Association has uncovered two
illegal enterprises and confiscated about
200,000 pirated items since 2003.

They destroyed $580,000 worth of
unlicensed products.

Anti-piracy efforts yield positive
results at the first stage only, during the
confiscation of the pirated goods, said

took bribes and returned the goods, Mr.
Orlov said.

“When we confiscated the pirated
goods everything was fine,” Mr. Orlov

(Continued on page 3)

Votes on WTO-related bills reveal
cracks in Yushchenko coalition

by Zenon Zawada
Kyiv Press Bureau

KYIV — Despite the failure of President
Viktor Yushchenko’s government to pass
all the laws necessary for World Trade
Organization membership, the battle
proved a valuable litmus test after which
the political scene is suddenly clearer.

Critical allies during the Orange
Revolution, namely Oleksander Moroz’s
Socialist Party and Volodymyr Lytvyn’s
People’s Party, demonstrated they aren’t
stalwarts anymore.

They helped deliver a significant blow to
the Yushchenko government when voting
against a package of 14 WTO bills, prefer-
ring to vote on each bill separately in order
to protect special interests on certain issues.

For example, a majority of the
Socialists supported the bill of intellectu-
al property rights, but did not vote on
other WTO measures, such as necessary
changes to export tariffs on scrap metal
and changes to the automobile industry.

Following the WTO legislative battle,
in which the Rada approved only eight
out of 14 necessary bills, Prime Minister
Yulia Tymoshenko said she considers the
parties of Mr. Moroz and Mr. Lytvyn her
opponents. She accused Mr. Lytvyn of
sabotage.

“Last week, the Ukrainian and global citi-
zenry bore witness to planned provocations
in the Verkhovna Rada hall,” Ms.
Tymoshenko said. “It’s a pity to say, but the
leadership of the law-making organ is direct-
ly responsible for preferring to preserve
social and economic tensions in society.”

It was Mr. Lytvyn who struggled to
hold the Rada together as it descended

into chaos on July 6 and 7 when pro-
Russian national deputies resorted to
everything in their political handbook,
including violence, to prevent approval
of WTO measures.

President Yushchenko, as usual, was
much more conciliatory in his remarks
after the WTO battles, even leaving the
door open for Mr. Lytvyn’s party to join
the Our Ukraine bloc. He said negotia-
tions should begin in the fall.

Mr. Lytvyn’s party was much more sup-
portive in voting for the WTO measures
than the Socialists. However, Our Ukraine
People’s Union Chair Roman Bezsmertnyi
said regional heads of his party have
expressed reservations about working with
People’s Party members who not long ago
supported President Leonid Kuchma.

Up until the WTO vote, Our Ukraine
People’s Union leaders had repeated their
expectation that their party would form a
powerful political coalition with the
Yulia Tymoshenko Bloc and the People’s
Party of Ukraine going into the critical
March 26 parliamentary elections. Now
such a coalition is in doubt.

“The government was surprised that
these hypothetical allies might actually
oppose them and cause problems,” said
Oleksander Lytvynenko, a political
expert at the Razumkov Center for
Economic and Political Research.

Mr. Lytvyn is not to blame for the fail-
ure, Mr. Lytvynenko said. Mr. Yushchenko
and Ms. Tymoshenko did not invest the
necessary time to prepare the Rada and
rally the necessary votes, he said.

“They should have prepared the ground

(Continued on page 14)

Memorial in Berlin to recall victims of Nazis’ forced labor program

PARSIPPANY, N.J. — City officials in
Berlin announced plans to build a memo-
rial that would pay tribute to victims of
the Nazi regime’s forced labor program.
The memorial is scheduled to open in the
summer of 2006 and will commemorate
the millions of people who were forced
to work against their will during World
War I1.

According to the German news service
Deutsche Welle, the state government of
Berlin announced on July 7 that it had
purchased a Nazi-era former labor camp
near the capital. Once completed, the
memorial would become the first in
Germany to document the lives of forced
laborers under Nazi rule.

“It is essential to supplement the actu-
al places of National Socialist atrocities
in the German capital,” Thomas Flierl,
Berlin’s culture senator, said in a state-
ment.

City officials said they paid $1.7 mil-
lion for the site, which is located in the

Schoneweide section of east Berlin. The
8.2-acre site features still-intact stone
barracks and workshops, many of which
were threatened with collapse.

During World War II, Nazi officials
began a program of using Ostarbeiters —
the German term for the several million
civilians who were taken from occupied
eastern territories and forced to work in
Germany. The program used the
Ostarbeiters to work in German industry
and thereby allow German citizens to
focus their energy on the war effort.

According to the Encyclopedia of
Ukraine, the impact of this program on
Ukraine was profound. “Ukraine was by
far the most important source of
Ostarbeiter: of the approximately 2.8 mil-
lion civilians deported to Germany in
1941-1944, about 2.2 million were from
Ukraine.”

Mr. Flierl noted that the memorial site
is a part of history and should be remem-
bered. “Now, the historical traces can be

secured and deciphered in Schoneweide,”
Mr. Flierl said. The memorial — which
will be managed by the Topography of
Terror Foundation — would create a place
to come together and come to terms with
Nazi-era crimes, the senator added.

The city government “will also enter
into a close dialogue with similar facili-
ties, mainly in middle and eastern
European nations,” Mr. Flierl said,
according to Deutsche Welle.

German companies and the Nazi
regime operated a massive forced labor
program during World War II. They
enslaved hundreds of thousands of peo-
ple to build railroads and air bases, as
well as work in factories, military pro-
duction and concentration camps.

The camp was opened in 1943 under
the supervision of Albert Speer, the min-
ister of armaments. The complex was
closely tied to the nearby industrial
region of Oberschoneweide and
Niederschoneweide in Johannisthal.
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ANALYSIS

Yushchenko election coalition
divided over role for Lytvyn

by Taras Kuzio
Eurasia Daily Monitor

As the Ukrainian Parliament adjourned
on July 8 for its summer recess, Western
observers were increasingly noting the divi-
sions inside President Viktor Yushchenko’s
team. However, such commentaries typical-
ly focus on the wrong divisions.

In a report titled “Political Rivalries
Threaten Ukraine’s Reforms,” the
Financial Times (July 4) focused on divi-
sions between Prime Minister Yulia
Tymoshenko and the free-market propo-
nents grouped around Petro Poroshenko,
secretary of the National Security and
Defense Council. This split between left-
right populists (Socialists, Tymoshenko)
and free marketers (Yushchenko,
Poroshenko, First Vice Prime Minister
Anatolii Kinakh) has been noted before
(see Eurasia Daily Monitor, May 11).

Although this division does exist, and
personal relations between Ms.
Tymoshenko and Mr. Poroshenko are
poor, focusing on this schism misses two
fundamental points.

First, although a populist, Prime
Minister Tymoshenko is not ideological-
ly determined, unlike left populists in the
Socialist Party. This was clearly seen in
parliamentary debates over legislation to
join the World Trade Organization
(WTO), which Ms. Tymoshenko and her

Dr. Taras Kuzio is visiting professor at
the Elliot School of International Affairs,
George Washington University. The article
above, which originally appeared in The
Jamestown Foundation’s Eurasia Daily
Monitor, is reprinted here with permission
from the foundation (www.jamestown.org).

faction supported but the Socialists (and
Communists) opposed.

Ms. Tymoshenko’s penchant for state
capitalism also was short lived, from
February to May, since she no longer sup-
ports price controls. The memorandum
signed by the government, president and
Parliament at the recent mini-Davos sum-
mit in Kyiv ended speculation about mass
re-privatization (see EDM, June 29).

Second, Mr. Yushchenko must decide
the expediency of forging an electoral
alliance with Verkhovna Rada Chairman
Volodymyr Lytvyn for the March 2006
parliamentary elections. Such an alliance
would include Mr. Lytvyn’s People’s
Party (the former Agrarians), Mr.
Yushchenko’s People’s Union — Our
Ukraine, and Ms. Tymoshenko’s
Fatherland party. Currently polling only
2-3 percent, Mr. Lytvyn’s party might not
cross the 3 percent threshold on its own.

According to Serhiy Skrypnyk, head of
the Kyiv-based Evolution Media Research
and Analysis Service, “Yushchenko needs
Mr. Lytvyn because Ms. Tymoshenko is too
radical for Mr. Yushchenko. She still relies
on revolutionaries more than on the ruling
elites. Mr. Lytvyn helps Mr. Yushchenko to
incorporate the former, not-too-compro-
mised elites in the new authorities while
distancing them from the opposition.”

Mr. Yushchenko’s team needs to pre-
vent Mr. Lytvyn from joining the ranks of
the hard-line opposition parties (Regions
of Ukraine and Social Democratic Party-
United) or from becoming a third force
positioned between the authorities and the
hard-line opposition.

First Deputy Prime Minister Roman

(Continued on page 18)

NEWSBRIEFS

Pora now poised to enter
parliamentary race in 2006

RFE/RL Belarus, Ukraine and Moldova Report

A Kyiv court on June 29 ordered
Ukraine’s Justice Ministry to backdate
the registration of the Pora student move-
ment as a political party. In theory at
least, the decision allows Pora, which
spearheaded last year’s Orange
Revolution that brought President Viktor
Yushchenko to power, to take part in the
upcoming parliamentary elections.

The Pecherskyi District Court ruled
that Pora should be retroactively regis-
tered as a political party as of March 24.

By doing so, the judiciary is paving
the way for Pora’s participation in the
upcoming legislative polls due to take
place in March 2006. Ukraine’s election
law says a political party cannot compete
for parliamentary seats unless it is regis-
tered at least 365 days before the polls.

Yurii Poliukhovych is the leader of
Pora’s Kyiv branch. In comments made
to RFE/RL, he hailed the June 29 court
ruling. “This is a renewal of justice and
people are beginning to believe that com-
mon sense can prevail,” he said. “This
ruling shows that the 10,000 signatures
that Pora had collected to register as a
party were a fair decision.”

The court decision puts an end to a
two-month struggle between Pora and the
Justice Ministry. Pora had been seeking
registration since March 24, when it held
its founding congress as a political party.

Arguing that only one-third of the sig-
natures of support collected by Pora

activists could be authenticated, the
Justice Ministry first refused to register
the student movement. It did so only on
June 1. But the belated decision came too
late for Pora, which was effectively
barred from taking part in the upcoming
election.

Pora leaders have blamed Justice
Minister Roman Zvarych for the delay
and organized street protests to demand
his resignation. Mr. Zvarych eventually
voiced support for Pora against his own
administration. Yet, relations between
Ukraine’s newest political party and the
justice minister remain sour.

On June 25, Mr. Zvarych reportedly
shunned a planned television debate with
Pora leader Vladyslav Kaskiv, prompting
an angry reaction from the organization.
Mr. Zvarych was not immediately avail-
able for comment.

Mr. Poliukhovych said he suspects
many government officials — and not
only in the Justice Ministry — are looking
at Pora with suspicion.

“It seems that in today’s Ukraine, the
new government doesn’t want to see
young, promising politicians on its side
and that’s why we sometimes have to
resort to different methods, such as the
protests we had to organize when the
Justice Ministry absurdly refused to reg-
ister us, checked our documents four
times and finally registered us, but did so
on such a date that would have disquali-

(Continued on page 15)

Institute of National Memory to be created

KYIV — President Viktor Yushchenko
has ordered that the government set up an
Institute of National Memory by November
26, when Ukraine will observe the Day of
Remembrance of Famine Victims to memo-
rialize millions of Ukrainians who died in
the artificially induced Famine of 1932-
1933, UNIAN reported on July 12. The
government is obliged to decide on the
planned structure of the institute and main
areas of its research by September 15, after
consultations with the National Academy of
Sciences and non-governmental organiza-
tions studying political repression in
Ukraine and the 1933 Holodomor. Via
another decree, President Yushchenko
instructed the government to draft a bill on
increasing social support for victims of
political repression and their families.
(RFE/RL Newsline)

Cabinet seeks efficient Rada majority

KYIV - Prime Minister Yulia
Tymoshenko’s Cabinet of Ministers on July
13 called on the Verkhovna Rada to form
an efficient majority in order to implement
the government’s program, UNIAN report-
ed. At the same time, the Cabinet branded
last week’s tumultuous debates in the
Parliament, where lawmakers were unable
to adopt a number of bills proposed by the
government, as a “planned provocation”
against the government and the president.
“It is sad to admit that [this provocation]
involved the parliamentary leadership,
which preferred to maintain social and eco-
nomic tension in society,” the Cabinet’s
statement reads. “All that culminated in
absolute political savagery when for the
first time in the country’s history the
Parliament cast in doubt the right of the
president of the country and the president
of the Parliamentary Assembly of the
Council of Europe [PACE] to address the
Ukrainian people from the parliamentary
rostrum.” On July 6 Communist Party law-
makers had prevented PACE President
Rene van der Linden from speaking in the
Verkhovna Rada. (RFE/RL Newsline)

Piskun visits U.S. Justice Department

KYIV — Within the framework of his
working trip to the United States, Ukrainian
Procurator General Sviatoslav Piskun held a
series of meetings with representatives of
the U.S. Justice Department to discuss the

two states’ cooperation in the law enforce-
ment sphere, particularly, legal assistance in
some criminal cases and conclusion of a
bipartite agreement on extradition. As the
press service of the Procurator General’s
Office (PGO) told Ukrinform, the delega-
tion is staffed with PGO officers engaged in
investigations of the Gongadze case. The
negotiations at the U.S. Department of
Justice dealt with a petition by the PGO on
turning down the originals of the records
and technical equipment, with which for-
mer President Leonid Kuchma’s office was
bugged. The American side promised to do
its best to satisfy the petition. The sides
agreed to staff a working group to draft an
extradition agreement that would promote
establishment of a legal mechanism for the
extradition of criminals. The parties dis-
cussed the Lazarenko case, touching on the
former Ukrainian prime minister’s deporta-
tion. The Ukrainian and U.S. delegations
agreed on cooperation in a series of other
major Ukrainian cases, particularly, the case
against the ex-chairman of the Sumy
Oblast, Volodymyr Scherban, who is
accused of abuse of authority and other
crimes. The Justice Department raised the
matter of deportation of citizens who are
accused of Nazi crimes. Mr. Piskun briefed
American officials about Ukraine’s strict
adherence to its international legal commit-
ments, particularly, to the Memorandum of
Understanding between the Ukrainian
Procurator General’s Office and the U.S.
Department of Justice on cooperation in the
prosecution of Nazi criminals that was
signed in 1993. (Ukrinform)

Putin honors UOC-MP leader

MOSCOW - Russian President Vladimir
Putin on June 28 signed a decree ordering
that the Order of Esteem be presented to
Metropolitan Volodymyr (Sabodan), head of
the Ukrainian Orthodox Church — Moscow
Patriarchate. According to the decree,
Metropolitan Volodymyr was awarded the
order “For achievements in the development
of spiritual and cultural traditions, and
strengthening Russian-Ukrainian relations.”
July 9 will mark the 39th anniversary of the
metropolitan’s pastoral ministry. (Religious
Information Service of Ukraine)

Olympic champs ready to return prizes
KYIV - Several Ukrainian gold medal-
(Continued on page 22)
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NEWS ANALYSIS: Internal divisions may defeat Yushchenko’s WTO aspirations

by Taras Kuzio
Eurasia Daily Monitor

The Ukrainian Parliament went into
summer recess last week after adopting
only six of the 14 legislative acts needed
for possible membership in the World
Trade Organization (WTO). Two related
laws were adopted earlier. The govern-
ment had wanted the Verkhovna Rada to
consider all 14 laws as a package, but
Parliament refused.

A key legislative act adopted on July 6
deals with intellectual property rights.
Ukraine has long been a major player in
the worldwide market of pirated CDs.
The bill passed, although the
Communists, the Party of the Regions,
and the Social Democratic Party — United
(SDPU) all opposed the law.

The Ukrainian government and the
World Bank believe that, although all 14
draft laws were not adopted, a sufficient
number passed to qualify Ukraine to be
considered for WTO membership at the
organization’s biannual conference in
Hong Kong on December 13-18
(Associated Press, July 11). Ukraine will
need to adopt a total of 26 laws for WTO

membership.

According to Minister of the Economy
Serhii Teriokhin, Ukraine has now adopt-
ed 90 percent of the legislative acts
required to join the WTO ahead of
Russia later this year. After gaining mem-
bership, Ukraine hopes to begin negotiat-
ing a free-trade zone with the EU.
President Viktor Yushchenko also sees
WTO membership as a key component of
Ukraine’s Euro-Atlantic integration.

Mr. Yushchenko and the government
claimed that joining the WTO would lead
to an additional 1.9 percent annual
growth in the country’s GDP, $300 mil-
lion additional in exports, and the open-
ing of new markets for Ukrainian goods.
Ukraine would also save $1.6 billion that
it currently loses due to laws that are not
compatible with those of the 148-mem-
ber WTO.

The opposition argued that WTO
membership would lead to price increas-
es and the collapse of Ukraine’s agricul-
ture, auto and metallurgical industries.
Opposition centrists, such as the Party of
the Regions and the SDPU, support
Ukraine’s joint entry into the WTO
alongside Russia. The Communists

Will intellectual...

(Continued from page 1)

said. “But when it was time to destroy
them, some (businessmen) would come
and say they demanded them back.”

During the last three years, the associ-
ation has also cooperated with the
Security Service of Ukraine and, most
successfully, with the Department for
Intellectual Property.

During more than 10 years of work in
this field, Mr. Orlov said he was threat-
ened and pressured many times.

He recalled an incident when an assis-
tant police chief in Kyiv called him after
a raid and demanded that the confiscated
goods be returned.

Mr. Orlov and a state official were defi-
ant and prepared a government report that
enabled them to destroy the confiscated
materials. However, they ceased to work
with that particular police department.

Ukraine has been a trouble spot for the
worldwide intellectual property industry
for many years. Neither appeals to the
Ukrainian government, nor economic
sanctions hinted at by the U.S. in January
2002, helped to combat piracy.

However, during the last year, Ukrainian
enterprises have become more interested in
manufacturing licensed products.

“Many of those who now work legally
are former pirates,” Mr. Orlov pointed out.

Ukrainian producers of licensed con-
tent fight piracy in their own way.

In order to prevent the expansion of
pirate movies in the market, they some-
times ask pirates to wait until the official
release and instead offer licensed DVDs
at a lower price.

“We have to make deals with pirates,”
Mr. Orlov said. “Having made an agree-
ment, we prepare the market for release.
Pirates do not pirate their own movies and,
moreover, they buy licensed products.”

At Petrivka, Kyiv’s largest DVD and
music market, sellers offer both licensed
and pirate products.

“There are people who have expensive
home theaters and they buy licensed
DVDs,” said Andriy, 28, a Petrivka mar-
ket seller. “But few can afford it.”

A licensed DVD costs between $7 and
$17, while a pirated film costs only $5 and
there can be three or four movies on a disc.

“A pirate video cassette costs $3, and
the licensed one is $4,” Andriy said.
“Ukrainians have gotten used to saving on
everything. They think: why pay more?”

He asserts that his business will not
suffer from the new law because he
claims that 95 percent of his product line
consists of licensed goods and only 5
percent is pirated copies.

It was hard to believe that claim, con-
sidering that one after another customers
were buying pirated movies as a reporter
spoke with Andriy.

“Piracy is a disease that could only dis-
appear if it’s destroyed everywhere simul-
taneously,” he said. “Prices of licensed
discs might decline if the turnover of the
licensed products increased and if there
were no pirated goods at all.”

Other sellers do not share this optimism.

Oleh Ivanov, 24, who was subjected to
anti-piracy raids many times, still
believes that selling unlicensed goods is
more profitable.

“The movie ‘Lord of the Rings’ costs
about $17 for each part,” he said. “And
there are three parts on one pirated disc
for $5. The average Ukrainian is not
doing well enough to pay $50 for all
three parts.”

Mr. Ivanov claimed that people are
happy with pirated movies because they
are cheap and are released before the
movies are even premiered in theaters.
Therefore, licensing does not benefit the
average citizen, he argued.

The sellers at Petrivka market are not
concerned about their future and plan to
continue their business.

“If necessary, I will go to jail,” Mr.
Ivanov said. “My only fault is that I am try-
ing to earn some money to feed my family.”

“When a movie appears in the market,
you can already see it on television,” said
Tetiana Prohorenko, 23, who also sells
both pirated and licensed products. “So
nobody is interested in buying the
licensed copies.”

Business is capital intensive, she said,
so the final price of a licensed product is
too high and customers cannot afford it.

This is the “gray pirate’s” logic of
those who partly sell licensed products
and partly pirated, Mr. Chebotariov said.
“But pirates undermine the market. They
give lower prices, and that is why people
buy their goods.”

Mr. Chebotariov asserted that licensed
products would be suitable for Ukrainian
customers if the pirates hadn’t over-
whelmed the market. “The market
always dictates the rules,” Mr.
Chebotariov said. “If the market is thin,
the legal sellers will fill it with high-qual-
ity licensed production.”

oppose WTO membership, while the
Socialists support joining in stages.
Attempts to force the laws through
Parliament ahead of the summer recess
were hampered by the lack of leadership
on the part of President Yushchenko and
a lack of unity in the Yushchenko coali-
tion. Writing in Zerkalo Nedeli/Dzerkalo
Tyzhnia (July 9-15), Serhii Rakhmanin
declared that the new political leadership

The Ukrainian gov-
ernment and the
World Bank believe
that a sufficient
number of draft
laws were passed to
qualify Ukraine to
be considered for
WTO membership
at the organiza-
tion’s conference in
Hong Kong in
December.

had flunked its first major test, because,
“The entire political leadership lacks
potency, and the new system of political
decision-making works too poorly.”

This “impotence of authority” has
emerged because the new regime does
not use bribes, threats and blackmail as
was common under former President
Leonid Kuchma. The new opposition is
not afraid of the authorities because, Mr.
Rakhmanin believes, the Yushchenko
team has not adequately punished the
former regime for its past misdeeds.

Mr. Yushchenko made another strate-
gic miscalculation when he did not order
his own oblast chairs and government
ministers to relinquish their parliamen-
tary seats. Twenty parliamentary deputies

held government or state administrative
positions, including National Security
and Defense Council Secretary Petro
Poroshenko. The Communist and centrist
opposition seized on this issue to
demand that they give up their seats
ahead of the parliamentary debate on
WTO membership.

While in the opposition to the
Kuchma administration, Mr. Yushchenko
had specifically criticized the authorities
for illegally holding parliamentary and
government positions. Now this issue
was used against him. President
Yushchenko finally ordered his team to
vacate the parliamentary seats on July 2,
only six days before the summer recess.

The Yushchenko team did not present a
united front on the WTO issue. Although
the Socialists supported Mr. Yushchenko
in the second round of the 2004 presiden-
tial election and have been rewarded with
government and oblast positions, the
Socialists joined the Communists and
centrists in opposing WTO legislation.
The Socialist Party seems unclear on
whether it is part of the opposition or part
of the governing coalition.

Socialist leader Oleksander Moroz
said, “We criticize constructively. We
should do this because these are our
authorities” (Interfax-Ukraine, July 9).
Yet just last month Mr. Moroz declared
that the Socialist Party would never go
into opposition to President Yushchenko
(Ukrayinska Pravda, June 16).

President Yushchenko’s People’s Union
— Our Ukraine party and Prime Minister
Tymoshenko are divided on the usefulness
of the Socialist Party. After the Socialists
failed to back the WTO legislation, Prime
Minister Tymoshenko and Mr. Teryokhin
called for the replacement of Socialist
ministers, particularly Agriculture Minister
Oleksander Baranivskyi. In contrast, Mr.
Yushchenko and People’s Union — Our
Ukraine officials continue to delude them-
selves that the Socialists are useful and
should be therefore invited to join their
bloc in the March 2006 parliamentary
election.

The Socialist Party also differs with
the government over privatization,

(Continued on page 19)

Ukraine’s schools may begin

courses in Christian ethics

by Yana Sedova

Kyiv Press Bureau

KYIV — For the first time in almost 90
years, Ukrainian children may have the
option of studying Christian ethics in
public schools.

Including Christian ethics in the
school curriculum is an initiative pro-
posed by Ukrainian President Viktor
Yushchenko and supported by the leaders
of Ukraine’s four largest Christian con-
fessions: the Ukrainian Orthodox Church
— Kyiv Patriarchate, the Ukrainian
Orthodox Church - Moscow
Patriarchate, the Ukrainian
Autocephalous Orthodox Church and the
Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church.

Deciding that the need for moral edu-
cation surmounted any divisions among
the confessions, the leaders are putting
together a curriculum that will teach uni-
versal Christian principles. They’ve
established a joint Church-education
commission and are preparing the first
textbook.

Father Superior (Ihumen) Yevstratyi
said this is a unique event in the modern
religious history of Ukraine. “For the
first time, different religions are acting in

a well-coordinated way,” he said. “Our
misunderstandings are diminishing. We
have found common ground with each
other for the spiritual wealth of
Ukrainians.”

The Christian ethics course won’t
teach the beliefs of any one particular
confession. Interpreting beliefs or teach-
ing rituals, such as prayer, would be for-
bidden.

The course would give definitions of
good and evil, and explain the symbols
of the Christian faith, such as an icon, or
monuments such as the St. Sophia
Cathedral, said Father Roman Nebozhuk,
a priest of the Ukrainian Greek-Catholic
Church.

Children will also read the Bible dur-
ing class, Father Yevstratyi said, since
this book is the primary source for all
Christians, regardless of an individual’s
doctrine, ritual or confession.

“Christian ethics is not religious teach-
ing,” Father Yevstratyi said. “The main
task is to give children background
knowledge about spiritual values and
moral principles that are traditional for
the Ukrainian people.”

(Continued on page 18)
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Ambassador Reznik says farewell to friends in United States

by Yaro Bihun
Special to The Ukrainian Weekly

WASHINGTON - After 11 years of
diplomatic postings around the world,
Ukraine’s ambassador to the United
States, Mykhailo Reznik, and his wife,
Iryna, are returning home to Kyiv.

Before departing Washington, howev-
er, they hosted a reception on July 7 at
the Embassy for the scores of friends
they have made since December 2003,
when Ambassador Reznik presented his
credentials to President George W. Bush,
as well as during his earlier assignment
here in the mid-1990s as Ukraine’s trade
representative.

Addressing the festive gathering,
Ambassador Reznik briefly recounted
his official dealings with the U.S. gov-
ernment, as well as his relationship with
the Ukrainian American community.

He said he accepted the Washington
posting well aware of the difficulties he
would face.

“I knew it would not be an easy
assignment. It was in 2003, when our
bilateral relationship was at a standstill,”
he said. “But then we managed to renew
the dialogue.”

As for his relations with the Ukrainian
diaspora, he noted that during his 19-
month tenure here he had visited just
about every large Ukrainian American
community in the United States. “I must
say that it was a pleasure for me and
Iryna to serve in a country with such a
community,” the ambassador said and
thanked them for their assistance and
understanding.

Despite the stormy weather and flood
warnings in the Washington area, the
Embassy was packed with guests. Most
were from the Washington area, but a
good number also came from faraway
New York, Philadelphia, Chicago,
Cleveland and other cities.

Among the guests were former U.S.
Ambassador to Ukraine Steven Pifer,
Ukrainian Congress Committee of
America President Michael Sawkiw Jr.,
Ukrainian American Coordinating

Committee President IThor Gawdiak, Vital
Voices Global Partnerships Chairperson
Melanne Verveer and U.S.-Ukraine
Foundation President Nadia K.
McConnell.

Some addressed the gathering,
expressing their appreciation for
Ambassador Reznik’s work in
Washington and wishing him well in his
future endeavors.

U.S. Court of Federal Claims Judge
Bohdan Futey, who has worked with

Yaro Bihun

Ukrainian Ambassador Mykhailo Reznik, with his wife, Iryna, at his side, thanks
the many friends who came to bid him farewell during an Embassy reception at
the conclusion of his assignment in Washington.

Ukraine’s officials since the country’s
independence in helping develop its judi-
cial system, praised the ambassador for
getting the U.S.-Ukraine relationship
back on track and singled out the com-
passion and kindness he exhibited in his
dealings toward the Ukrainian American
community.

Judge Futey noted that over the past
15 years, the Ukrainian diaspora has
been living the (Man of La Mancha’s)
“impossible dream,” in which their
hopes for the land of their birth, or of
their forebears, were finally being ful-
filled. Ukraine’s ambassadors and their
staffs in Washington helped in achieving
this goal, he said. And, turning to
Ambassador Reznik, he added, “You
were among the best.”

Speaking on behalf of the Embassy’s
diplomats, Sergiy Korsunsky, who will
serve as chargé d’affaires until a new
ambassador arrives here, said that his
diplomatic colleagues are saddened to see
Ambassador Reznik go, as were the diplo-
matic staffs at his previous ambassadorial
postings in South Korea and China.

He said he expects the Ukrainian gov-
ernment will soon give the ambassador
another important assignment. “Ukraine
has few public servants with the wealth
of his experience,” Mr. Korsunsky said.

“We will continue our work here, and
he will do his share in Ukraine,” Mr.
Korsunsky said. “Together we will serve
our common cause: to help Ukraine,
President Yushchenko and his govern-
ment, and the Ukrainian people to finally
become what we have long striven to be
— a prosperous, democratic country.”

Pennsylvania Senate approves resolution on relations with Ukraine

HARRISBURG, Pa. - The
Pennsylvania Senate on June 29 unani-
mously approved a resolution offered by
Sen. Stewart J. Greenleaf (R-
Montgomery/Bucks) to encourage the
governor and the Department of
Community and Economic Development
to establish relations with Ukraine for the
purposes of cultural, educational, and
economic exchange.

Sen. Greenleaf noted that President
Viktor Yushchenko of Ukraine will be

coming to Philadelphia in September to
receive this year’s Philadelphia Liberty
Medal in recognition of his courage in
overcoming tremendous obstacles to take
the office to which he was elected by the
people of Ukraine. “As a champion of lib-
erty and a symbol of democracy, President
Yushchenko already has a kinship with the
city known as the cradle of liberty in the
United States,” Mr. Greenleaf said.

The senator noted that Pennsylvania is
second among all the states in the number

Embassy of the United States

KYIV — To better facilitate travel
between Ukraine and the United States,
the United States has eliminated all
non-immigrant visa issuance fees for
Ukrainians. Ukrainian applicants for
non-immigrant visas will be charged
only the congressionally mandated
$100 visa application fee, which
applies worldwide to all visa appli-
cants.

Other ways in which the United
States is improving consular services
for the Ukrainian public include the
following.

* Every Wednesday at 2-3 p.m., trav-
elers with a recent, proven travel record
to the U.S. can reapply for a non-immi-
grant visa on a walk-in basis without an
appointment. See http://www.usem-
bassy.kiev.ua/visa_appointment_drop-
box_eng.html for instructions and fur-
ther information on those who qualify
for this expedited processing.

e The U.S. government invested
$180,000 to renovate the U.S. consular

U.S. eliminates non-immigrant
visa issuance fees for Ukrainians

building, nearly doubling and improving
the public space. As a result, non-immi-
grant visa cases are processed more effi-
ciently, and immigrant visa applicants no
longer need to travel to the U.S.
Embassy in Warsaw for their visa inter-
view. This is a great savings of time and
money for Ukrainian applicants.

* Via an easy-to-use, free on-line/e-
mail appointment system, Ukrainian
applicants book their own non-immi-
grant visa appointments for a specified
time slot at the next available opening,
or a later date of their own choosing.
The Embassy provides expedited
appointments for medical emergency
cases, as well as for student and busi-
ness travelers who can demonstrate a
need to be in the U.S. by a certain
school- or business-related date.

e This spring the U.S. Embassy in
Kyiv issued a record number of
exchange visitor visas to Ukrainians.
Nearly 3,000 Ukrainian college stu-
dents will participate in work and trav-
el programs in the United States this
summer.

of citizens of Ukrainian descent and that
the state is the site of the Ukrainian
Heritage Studies Center at Manor Junior
College in Jenkintown, the Ukrainian
Educational and Cultural Center in
Philadelphia, and the Ukrainian American
Sport Center Tryzub in Horsham
Township, Montgomery County.

Sen. Greenleaf pointed to the impor-
tant role people of Ukrainian descent
played in the coal and steel industries of
Pennsylvania. He said that Ukraine and
Pennsylvania have in common fertile
farmland, mineral resources and metal
industries, and that their people share the
values of freedom and independence.

In remarks on the Senate floor, Sen.
Greenleaf referenced Ukraine’s Orange
Revolution, in which Ukrainians took to
the streets to demand that Mr.
Yushchenko take office as their duly
elected leader following an election,
widely viewed as rigged, that resulted in
the elevation to the presidency of Mr.
Yushchenko’s Russian-backed opponent.

The overwhelming citizen pressure
and resultant world opinion in favor of
the Orange Revolution led to a second
election in which Mr. Yushchenko, while
suffering the effects of a suspicious poi-
soning, was certified as the peoples’

(Continued on page 16)

UCCA is cited in reports
of Appropriations Committees

NEW YORK - The Ukrainian Congress
Committee of America reported in the July
issue of its newsletter, UCCA
Backgrounder, that, as a result of “many
long hours of discussion and dozens of
meetings with members of Congress,” the
UCCA is mentioned in both the House and
Senate Appropriations Committees report
language accompanying the Foreign
Operations Bill for fiscal year 2006.

The section of the U.S. House of
Representatives Appropriations Committee
Report (Report 109-152) in which the
UCCA is mentioned, reads as follows:

“The committee strongly supports the
efforts of President [Viktor] Yushchenko to
lead his country toward a stronger economy
and closer ties with the international com-
munity. During this period of transition, the
committee recognizes the need to support
the consolidation of democracy at the cen-
tral and local government levels, fight cor-
ruption and promote economic reform,

especially within the agricultural sector. The
committee urges the State Department to
consider proposals from organizations, such
as the U.S.-Ukraine Foundation and
Ukrainian Congress Committee of America
with existing experience in Ukraine in one
or more of these sectors.”

The section of the U.S. Senate’s
Appropriations Committee Report (109-
096) in which the UCCA is mentioned
states the following:

“The committee commends the people
of Ukraine for the success of the Orange
Revolution and reiterates its strong sup-
port for political and economic reforms
in that country. The committee recom-
mends $95 million for assistance for
Ukraine, $7 million above the budget
request ... The committee also urges the
State Department to consider a proposal
from the Ukrainian Congress Committee
of America to support the consolidation
of democracy in Ukraine ...”
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Young UNA’ers

/

UNA MEMBER BENEFITS UPDATE:
Check your beneficiary and contact info

UNA Recording Department

OK, so you’ve purchased a UNA life
insurance policy and/or an annuity.
That’s a wise decision, since the average
cost of a funeral is $10,000. However,
when was the last time you checked the
beneficiary listed on your policy?

Certain life changes necessitate period-
ic financial check-ups — marriage, birth,
death and divorce, for example. Policy-
holders should take the time to make sure
they have the correct beneficiary or bene-
ficiaries designated on their policies in
order to avoid any problems later on.

Similarly, parents and grandparents
who purchased UNA life insurance poli-

cies for their children years ago are
encouraged to help the UNA Home
Office in updating our records.

This also pertains to any address
changes, not only the policyholders’, but
their beneficiaries’ as well. Without the
proper information on file at the Home
Office, a payment on a death claim may
be delayed.

Readers may contact the UNA Home
Office at 1-800-253-9862, or their local
UNA branch secretary for information on
how to go about updating their benefici-
aries and contact information.

Remember: the Ukrainian National
Association and you are partners for life.

| =l

Daniel Victor Maksymovych, son of
Oleg and Tatyana Maksymovych of
Hoffman Estate, Ill., is a new member
of UNA Branch 171. He was enrolled
by his grandmother Alexandra Losowy.

. Y ol -
Roxanne Maria Boychuk, daughter of
Kalyna and George Boychuk of Essex
Fells, N.J., is a new member of UNA
Branch 325. She was enrolled by her
grandmother Larisa R. Paschuk.

Mission Statement

The Ukrainian National Association exists:

and culture; and

m to promote the principles of fraternalism;

m to preserve the Ukrainian, Ukrainian
American and Ukrainian Canadian heritage

m to provide quality financial services and
products to its members.

Olesia Pikas, daughter of Alexander and

Heather Pikas of Silver Springs, Md., is

a new member of UNA Branch 55. She

was enrolled by her grandmother
Nadia Pater Pikas.

Angelica Rose Gosko, daughter of
Paul A. Gosko of Brant, Mich., is a
new member of UNA Branch 309. She
was enrolled by her grandparents
Elaine and Theodore Gosko.

Ao

Do you have a young UNAer,
or potential young UNA’er in your family?

Call the UNA Home Office, 973-292-9800, to lind out how to enroll.

S

As a fraternal insurance society, the Ukrainian
National Association reinvests its earnings for
the benefit of its members and the Ukrainian
community.

TO ALL MEMBERS OF UNA BRANCH 283

As of July 1, 2005, the secretary’s duties of Branch 283 were
assumed by Mr. Stefan Lysiak.
We ask all members of this Branch to direct all correspondence
regarding membership and insurance to the address listed below:

Mr. Stefan Lysiak
3202 Barrington Way
Auburn, NY 13021
(315) 253-7282

TO ALL MEMBERS OF UNA BRANCH 45

Please be advised that Branch 45 has merged with
Branch 83 as of July 1, 2005. All inquiries and requests for
changes should be sent to Mr. Stefan Hawrysz, new secretary.

Mr. Stefan Hawrysz
A-306 Cathedral Road
Philadelphia, PA 19128

(215) 984-8719

TO ALL MEMBERS OF UNA BRANCH 70

As of July 1, 2005, the secretary’s duties of Branch 70 were
assumed by Mrs. Ann Marie Jacewicz.
We ask all members of this Branch to direct all correspondence
regarding membership and insurance to the address listed below:

Mrs. Ann Marie Jacewicz
451 Beach Ave.
Garwood, NJ 07027-1405
(908) 928-0554

THE UNA: 111 YEARS OF SERVICE TO OUR COMMUNITY
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15th anniversary of sovereignty declaration

Fifteen years ago, on July 16, 1990, we were witness to the Ukrainian
Parliament’s adoption of the Declaration on State Sovereignty of Ukraine, a historic
document that proclaimed the primacy of Ukrainian laws over those of the Soviet
Union and underlined that the people of Ukraine, “citizens of the republic of all
nationalities,” were the sole source of power and authority in the Ukrainian republic.

The vote in the Parliament, too, was historic: 355 votes for and only four
opposed. And that was in a Parliament (then known as the Supreme Soviet of the
Ukrainian SSR) where the Communists still held the majority.

The document stated that henceforth Ukraine would control its own affairs in
all spheres of activity: the economy, the environment, international relations, the
military and culture. It stated also that the Ukrainian SSR exercises authority on
all of its territory and proclaimed the inviolability of Ukraine’s borders. Most
notably, in its first section, titled “Self-Determination of the Ukrainian Nation,”
the declaration stated that “The Ukrainian SSR, as a sovereign national state,
develops within existing boundaries on the basis of the realization of the
Ukrainian nation’s inalienable right to self-determination.”

Furthermore, the declaration underscored that it would serve as the basis for a new
constitution and laws of Ukraine, and that its principles are to be “utilized in the
preparation of a new union agreement.” As well, the document proclaimed Ukraine a
non-nuclear state that would not accept, produce or procure nuclear weapons.

The title and sections of the document were approved, and debated, over the span
of several days, beginning on July 11 when the declaration’s title was approved.
Ultimately, on July 16, the deputies voted on the declaration in its entirety.

The adoption of the Declaration on State Sovereignty of Ukraine, following a
morning roll call vote in the Parliament, was greeted by the people’s deputies with a
standing ovation and tumultuous applause. Later that day, the deputies voted 339-5
to proclaim July 16 a national holiday in Ukraine. Deputy Henrikh Altunian noted
that the declaration was the first step toward the freedom of the people of Ukraine
and called on his fellow deputies to observe a moment of silence for Ukraine’s fall-
en heroes — from Hetman Petro Konashevych Sahaidachny to poet and human
rights advocate Vasyl Stus — who had fought for decades for Ukraine’s freedom.

There was rejoicing on the streets of Kyiv after the historic vote. “As the deputies
made their way out of the building for lunch, each and every one of them was greet-
ed with flowers and rounds of applause,” reported Stanislav Lazebnyk, the first
deputy chairman of the board of the Ukraina Society, known as the Association for
Cultural Relations with Ukrainians Abroad.

It was clear at the time that the adoption of the Declaration on State
Sovereignty of Ukraine was the result of democratic processes then roiling and
unraveling the USSR. This newspaper opined that the document could be com-
pared to the Third Universal of 1917, (whereby the Ukrainian Central Rada pro-
claimed the Ukrainian National Republic, and defined its territory and its federal
relationship with Russia) which led to the Rada’s Fourth Universal and the
proclamation of independent Ukrainian statehood. “This declaration, too, may be
the crucial step toward complete independence of Ukraine,” we wrote.

Indeed, the national holiday known as Sovereignty Day would soon be
eclipsed. On August 24, 1991 — a year, a month, a week and a day after Ukraine
demonstrated for all the world to see that Ukraine, and no one else, would deter-
mine its own destiny — came the proclamation of Ukraine’s independence — the

Turning the pages back...

On July 16, 1990, between 5,000 and 10,000 Kyiv resi-
dents took to the streets to celebrate the Declaration on State

fulfillment of a dream cherished by generations of Ukrainians.
July
1990
—| Sovereignty on the evening of its adoption by the Supreme
Soviet of the Ukrainian SSR. They did so by gathering in
Kyiv’s October Revolution Square, reported the Ukrainian Press Agency (UPA).

At the meeting People’s Deputy Bohdan Horyn proposed declaring July 16
Independence Day and renaming the square Independence Square. The suggestions
were met with cheers, cries of “Glory to Ukraine” and prolonged applause. Mr. Horyn
was quoted as saying that the declaration was the first step toward full independence.

He was followed to the podium by Oles Shevchenko, Vyacheslav Chornovil,
Larysa Skoryk and Mykola Porovsky, all deputies in the Ukrainian Parliament. Mr.
Shevchenko proclaimed that “from today our children will be born in a free country
and not in a colony belonging to Moscow,” the UPA noted.

The large crowd of people formed into a column and marched toward St. Sophia
Square. Several people were dressed in Kozak costumes. The column stopped briefly
at the building where in 1917-1918 the Ukrainian Central Rada (Council) had held its
meetings. Several people gave speeches in memory of the first president of the
Ukrainian National Republic, Mykhailo Hrushevsky. The column of people then pro-
ceeded toward the Taras Shevchenko monument where wreaths were laid.

Reached by telephone, Mr. Chornovil, a deputy from Lviv and chairman of the
Lviv Oblast Council, who was just elected the leader of the National Council
(Narodna Rada), a group of radical deputies from the Democratic Bloc, gave The
Weekly his reaction to the day’s historic events.

“On July 16, the people rejoiced as children would; some of them may not under-
stand that this declaration is just a sheet of paper, our work is just beginning. Others

may just want to shut their eyes temporarily, relishing the moment,” he said. “But, no
matter, this is precisely what our people needed at this time.”

Source: “Ukraine proclaims sovereignty”; “Euphoria, trepidation, mixed emotions
are reaction to Ukraine’s proclamation,” by Marta Kolomayets; The Ukrainian
Weekly, July 22, 1990, Vol. LVIII, No. 29.

FOR THE RECORD

Holodomor memorial in Kyiv
should be our holy place

Following is the full text of a June 28
letter delivered to President Viktor
Yushchenko of Ukraine. It is written by
survivors of the Famine-Genocide of
1932-1933 in Ukraine.

Dear Mr. President:

We are survivors of the Holodomor.
We are survivors of the Ukrainian
Genocide. We are the last of the living
witnesses to the largest planned, organ-
ized and deliberate killing of human
beings in the history of mankind.

To this day we are not able to erase
from our memories the pain and horror
we suffered personally and witnessed
among our dearest parents, our brothers,
our sisters, our families, friends and
neighbors. When we saw the bodies of
strangers, we did not know who they
were, but we knew how they had suf-
fered, how they must have been grateful
to finally be free of the pain.

Not even the Love of God can take
away memories of the faces of the soon
to be dead children — so innocent, so
helpless in the hell that such evil men
had brought upon them.

Close your eyes, Viktor Andriyovych,
and you will see them before you — not
one of us can escape those children, their
faces, their eyes, their cries. Those mem-
ories have been forever seared into the
collective conscience of all Ukrainians.

After these tragic events, we were for-
bidden to talk or mourn. We were forced
not to remember. We learned not to cry.
Some of us have not cried for almost
three-quarters of a century.

Today, there is only a handful of small
statues scattered around the world to
remember our 10 million dead.

We have for decades prayed for the
miracle of a memorial to our suffering, to
our 10 million dead — a memorial that
would be more than a statue, but a place
for us to come and pray, cry and be
together. We prayed for a place that
would also have a museum, a library,
archives and scholars to research the
Holodomor - still the least known and
understood genocide in history. Such a
place could only be in Kyiv.

When we heard that a Holodomor
memorial was to be built in Kyiv, our
hearts rejoiced. After more than 70 years,
we would finally have a place to go — to
remember and to be remembered. We
would finally have a place of our own —
to be with our own and to cry with our
own.

This would be the place where our
hearts could finally bury our dear par-
ents, our brothers, our sisters, our fami-
lies, friends and neighbors — all those
whom we were never allowed to bury, or
were too weak to bury, all those for
whom there was no one left to bury
them.

This would be the place where we
could come to pray for their souls as we
would at their graves. We need such a
place — we don’t know their graves.

This would be the place where we
could come to cry those rivers of tears

that need to be cried. This would be the
place for us finally to cry with our own.

This would be the place where we can
teach our children and our children’s
children to remember what happened to
us, to remember and honor all those who
died in the horror of the Holdomor.

This would be our holy place, for us
and for ours. We need such a place. Our
suffering warrants such a place. Such a
place can exist only in Free Ukraine. We
thank God that we can finally have such
a place.

We are grateful for your support for
the Holodomor memorial in Kyiv. We
hope and pray that you will have the
courage and wisdom to protect the
memorial as our place.

We understand you are under pressure
to convert the Holodomor memorial into
a general memorial dealing with other
genocides and totalitarianism. While this
is a worthy cause, it is not the same as
our cause and such a memorial must not
be allowed to replace our Holodomor
memorial. Our place must remain our
place.

To dilute the memory of the victims of
the Holodomor with the suffering of oth-
ers, no matter how worthy, sends the
message to the world that on our own,
we are not worthy of singular recogni-
tion, that somehow our sacrifice was not
enough, that it must be augmented by the
memory of others to be worthy of a
memorial.

Throughout the world there are
numerous memorials and museums dedi-
cated exclusively to the victims of other
genocides. In Armenia, there are memo-
rials dedicated exclusively to the
Armenian genocide. In Cambodia, there
are memorials dedicated exclusively to
the Cambodian genocide. In Rwanda,
there are memorials dedicated exclusive-
ly to the Rwandan genocide. There are
many dozens of memorials around the
world dedicated exclusively to the
Holocaust.

There is no place on earth dedicated
exclusively to our genocide, to our suf-
fering, the Holodomor. We need such a
place, and we deserve such a place. In
the name of the 10 million innocents who
died in the Holodomor, we ask that the
memorial in Ukraine be kept dedicated
exclusively to the Ukrainian Genocide.

There must be a memorial in Ukraine
where we can be alone with our own,
where we can remember and be remem-
bered, where we can pray for our own
and with our own, a place where we can
finally cry with our own.

We pray you will keep the Holodomor
memorial our own place.

Respectfully,

Nicholas Mischenko, president
Ukrainian Genocide Famine Foundation
Chicago

Peter Borisow, president
Hollywood Trident Foundation
Los Angeles

MAY WE HELP YOU?

To reach The Ukrainian Weekly call (973) 292-9800,
and dial the appropriate extension (as listed below).
Editorial — 3049, 3063, 3069; Administration — 3041;
Advertising — 3040; Subscriptions — 3042; Production — 3052
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View from the

Srernbita Lownge

by Taras Szmagala Jr.

by Myron B. Kuropas

Faces and Places

We are not alone

Even by “first date” standards, this
was a unique first date. Having become
somewhat of an expert on first dates
(comparatively more so, I might add,
than on second dates), it seemed to me
that, this time, something was different.

Across the table from me sat an
intriguing woman named Helen that I
had met some months earlier at a
lawyer’s conference. We struck up a con-
versation at the conference, and lunch
plans were made. Now that the lunch was
upon us, I quickly discovered that this
“get to know you” conversation was
unlike any other in my past.

“What kind of a name is Szmagala?”
she asked. “Ukrainian,” I replied. And I
then prepared to enter into the
“Predictable  Discussion.”  The
Predictable Discussion, you see, is the
discussion that inevitably occurs imme-
diately after someone expresses interest
in my ethnic heritage. It goes something
like this: “So, you’re Ukrainian? Do you
speak Russian?” Diplomatic efforts to
enlighten the inquirer follow, as I explain
our community, the way we maintain our
language and culture through Saturday
schools, dance groups, choirs, fraternal
organizations, etc. The explanation is
generally met with mild interest and,
sometimes, thinly veiled condescension.
“Why do you do all that?” is the essence
of the reply. (In retrospect, this may
explain why I am more of an expert on
first, rather than second, dates ... but I
digress.)

Alas, this time the Predictable
Discussion was not to be had. Rather,
Helen replied: “Oh, you’re Ukrainian.
Interesting. I'm 100 percent Slovenian.”
She proceeded to explain how her par-
ents came to Cleveland from European
displaced person camps after World War
II, how she attended Slovenian Saturday
school every weekend, danced with the
Slovenian dance group, and sang in the
Slovenian choir. She even attended the
national conventions of the KSKJ (the
Slovenian equivalent of our Ukrainian
National Association), for which her
father served as treasurer.

On an intellectual level, I had always
known that there were other ethnic com-
munities out there much like our own.
But I was surprised to learn how alike
our communities really are, and how they
evolved in similar ways. Like the UNA,
for example, Slovenian fraternal organi-
zations were born of the first immigra-
tion in the early 1900s, and are now fac-
ing challenges as the descendants of that
immigration assimilate. The Church
played an important role in keeping that
early community together; the creation of
Roman Catholic “ethnic parishes” on
Cleveland’s East Side enabled newly
arrived Slovenians to preserve their eth-
nic religious traditions.

Similarly, the post-World War II
Slovenian immigrants brought with them
a sense of identity and organization
developed in the displaced person camps,
which they used to build vibrant cultural
organizations, Saturday schools and the

Taras Szmagala Jr. may be reached at
Szmagala@yahoo.com.

like. The post-war immigrants were also
deeply divided politically, as a civil con-
flict in wartime Slovenia generated ani-
mosity that lived on within Slovenian
American organizations for decades.
Does all this sound familiar?

To be sure, there are quite a few dif-
ferences between our communities. For
one, Slovenia is a nation of only 2 mil-
lion people; as a result, the Slovenian
diaspora is smaller than that of Ukraine.
The Slovenians also did not establish
national scouting organizations in
America comparable to Plast. As a result,
a Slovenian American teenager is not
likely to have many Slovenian acquain-
tances outside his or her home city.
Religious differences among Slovenians
are much less pronounced, as well, with
Roman Catholicism being the dominant
faith within the community.

So it was that the Predictable
Discussion became the Mutual
Admiration Society. I wonder at the fact
that the small but organized Slovenian
diaspora has produced one of the best
Cleveland mayors and one of the finest
United States senators that Ohio has ever
sent to Washington, Frank Lausche and
current Sen. George Voinovich. I'm
impressed that the Slovenian camp-
ground outside of Cleveland has a mem-
bership that is growing, and at a brisk
rate, to boot. And any Slovenian organi-
zation in Cleveland that holds a fund-
raiser or zabava (yes, they call them
“zabavas,” too) can be guaranteed a
turnout of 600, rain or shine, with or
without advertising.

From the perspective of a Slovenian
American, the fact that Ukrainian
Americans from Detroit go to a zabava in
Toronto is impressive. (“How in the heck
do you all know each other?” Helen once
asked me. “Because we all dated one
another at some point in our lives” was
my not-so-intelligent reply.) SUM and
Plast, which unite us across geographic
boundaries, really set us apart from many
other ethnic groups, and are invaluable
community assets. But my favorite call
came one morning after Helen finished
reading an article in The New York
Times Arts section on the new Ukrainian
Museum: “Okay,” she said jealously, “so
you Ukes are trendy in the New York arts
scene now, too?”” Hey, I take my victories
where I can get them.

Yet in so many ways, looking at the
Cleveland Slovenian community is like
looking at a mirror. Their values are our
values — faith, family and heritage being
foremost. Reflecting on this, I guess I
should not have been surprised by this.
After all, whether it be the Ukrainian
community or the Slovenian community,
it is still community. By participating in
our community, whatever community
that may be, we strengthen our bonds
between one another — something that is
in short supply in today’s American cul-
ture. As we become more independent
and more isolated from one another,
these bonds are more important than ever
before. And as I get older, I am begin-
ning to suspect that reason for the bond
is less important than the bond itself.

Need a back issue?

If you'd like to obtain a back issue of The Ukrainian Weekly, send $2 per copy (first-class postage included) to:
Administration, The Ukrainian Weekly, 2200 Route 10, P.O. Box 280, Parsippany, NJ 07054.

To EU or not to EU...

A number of prominent Americans —
including Henry Kissinger and Madeline
Albright — are supporting Ukraine’s
membership in the European Union.

Prominent Europeans, on the other
hand, primarily French Prime Minister
Jacques Chirac, have voiced opposition.
For once, they may be right. There are
many reasons why Ukraine should
approach EU membership cautiously.

The first reason is Ukraine’s tentative
national identity. Despite the amazing suc-
cess of the Orange Revolution, Ukraine’s
self-concept is still a work in progress. In
some ways, eastern Ukraine remains more
Russian than Ukrainian. There are still
those in Ukraine who are pushing for the
recognition of Russian as Ukraine’s sec-
ond official language. In his recent book,
“Clash of Civilizations,” Samuel
Huntington describes Ukraine as “a cleft
country with two distinct cultures.”

Ukraine’s religio-cultural issues remain
unresolved. The Russian Orthodox Church
is Ukraine’s largest religious body and this
is not a good thing. Russian Orthodoxy
constitutes the core of the Russian soul and
has served as a vehicle of Russification for
centuries. The Russian patriarch has never
been amenable to the notion of true reli-
gious freedom.

Another reason to proceed with wari-
ness regarding EU membership is Europe
itself. Old Europe has lost its moral com-
pass. The nihilistic thinking of Nietzche,
Sartre, Freud, Marx, Heidegger, Marcuse
and Foucault have replaced the universal
ideals of Aristotle, Aquinas, Erasmus,
Locke and Montesquieu. Irreverance and
irrelevance have become the guiding
ideals of Europe’s intellectual elite and the
cultural consequences are devastating. In
his book “From Dawn to Decadence,”
Jacques Barzun suggests that Western civ-
ilization has entered a period of malaise, a
kind of dissatisfaction with the present,
demonstrated “by the search in all direc-
tions for new faiths, for new directions.”
The Germans have a name for this type of
world weariness: “weltschmertz.”

Europe’s elite believes that it was nation-
alism that led to the horrors of two world
wars. If nationalism was the problem, then
a cultural and socialist union of European
countries, sanctioned by a 300-page
Constitution and led by an ever-expanding
bureaucracy, was the answer. Ukraine has
just unshackled itself from just such an
arrangement; it was called the Soviet
Union. Is there any real difference between
the concepts of “the new Soviet man” and
“the new European.” Is Ukraine ready to
lose its long-sought sovereignty only to be
swallowed up again? Nationalism is not a
bad word in today’s Ukraine.

Europe’s elite appears Christophobic,
as evidenced by the EU Constitution,
which neglects to mention Europe’s rich
Judeo-Christian heritage. This is not an
accident. In his book “The Cube and the
Cathedral,” George Weigel writes that
Europe’s elite lacks spiritual roots, fears
the future, and places personal interests
and “rights” over universal truths and
ethics. While people in Ukraine are re-
discovering their Christianity, Western
Europeans are abandoning theirs. While
people in Ukraine are building churches,
Europeans are closing theirs.

Another example of Europe’s transfor-

Myron Kuropas’s e-mail address is:
kuropas@comcast.net.

mation is the diminishing family. Europe’s
overall fertility rate is 1.5 children per
family. With the Netherlands, Belgium and
Spain now sanctioning gay marriage, the
population meltdown will continue. At the
same time, the Islamic population in
Europe is exploding — 700,000 Muslims in
the Netherlands alone. Muslims in Europe
have large families and they are not assim-
ilating. The result of this type of “coloniza-
tion” is unclear. According to British histo-
rian Niall Ferguson: “A creeping
Islamicization of a decadent Christendom
is one conceivable result; while the old
Europeans get even older and their reli-
gious faith weaker, the Muslim colonies
within their cities get larger and more
overt in their religious observance.”

Islamic inroads into Europe is not a new
problem for Western civilization. There was
a time when Europe vigorously resisted the
military onslaught of Islam, culminating
first at the gates of Paris in 732 and then at
the gates of Vienna in 1683. Resistance by
Europe is no longer an option.

In a well-documented study, titled
“Eurabia: The Euro-Arab Axis,” Bat
Ye’or describes “Europe’s evolution from
a Judeo-Christian civilization, with
important post-Enlightenment secular ele-
ments, into a post-Judeo-Christian civi-
lization that is subservient to the ideology
of jihad and the Islamic powers that prop-
agate it.” This approach has evolved into
a virulent anti-Americanism which,
according to the author is the result of a
“profound resentment that cowardly or
impotent societies, which have chosen
surrender through fear of conflict, have
toward those who stand strong.”

At a NATO summit in Istanbul in
June, 2004, President George W. Bush
blamed autocratic Arab rulers for foster-
ing a culture of extremism and resent-
ment of the West. He recognized
European complicity by declaring: “In
the last 60 years many in the West have
added to this distrust by excusing tyran-
ny in the region, hoping to purchase sta-
bility at the price of liberty.”

Ukraine has felt the sword of Islam
throughout its history and should avoid
falling prey to Islamic blackmail. A
recent political conference in Kyiv osten-
sibly condemning Zionism reportedly
included a strong Arab presence. This is
a step in the wrong direction.

Europe’s faltering economy is another
problem. An overly generous welfare
system, labor protections, a progressive
tax structure, zoning restrictions on large
retailers and a work force that has lost
the work ethic, does not augur well for
Western Europeans. French workers
complain about their 35-hour work week
and six weeks of annual vacation. Italian
workers go on strike just because they
can. Meanwhile, millions of Ukrainians
and other workers from the “new
Europe” fill in the labor gaps.

Ukraine has a bright future. In some
ways Ukraine today is like Ireland was in
the 1970s. For over a century, immigra-
tion was the only choice for Irish seeking
a better life. Today, Ireland is an affluent
nation, a “Celtic Tiger” with a market-ori-
ented leadership, a young, educated and
eager work force, low taxes and a busi-
ness climate that attracts foreign invest-
ment. Ukraine has a young, educated and
eager work force, and a market-oriented
president. The model for Ukraine should
be new Ireland, not old Europe!
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Chicago’s St. Nicholas School strengthens alumni network

CHICAGO - Capitalizing on a recent
trend of alumni donations, St. Nicholas
Ukrainian Cathedral School is expanding
and strengthening its network of alumni.

The Chicago school received over
$8,500 in donations from past graduating
classes. Among the donors were the
classes of 1964 and 1965, collectively
presenting the school with $5,068.06,
and the class of 1954, which donated
$807.76. In addition, the Ukrainian
National Women’s League donated
$3,000. All the donations went toward
the purchase of 20 new computers.

However, according to the school’s
technical consultant, John Olshansky, the
computer lab still is in dire need of addi-
tional equipment and software.

Sister Irenea Hankewych, the school
principal, decided that in order to garner
more alumni donations, St. Nicholas
would have to expand its alumni net-
work. Following up on the decision made
by Sister Irenea, the school held a contest
during the month of February to seek out
and contact alumni of St. Nicholas.

As part of the contest, all participating
students were encouraged to contact par-
ents, relatives and other acquaintances in
order to collect information on alumni. The
goal was to attract as many alumni as possi-
ble. For each name that a student produced,
he or she received a chance to enter into and
win “The Alumni Sweepstakes.” The dead-
line to submit names was March 4.

Eight students received recognition for
the large number of names they submitted.
The first—place prize, a Sony DVD player,
was awarded to second grader Alexa
Grace Tufenkjian. All other prizes were
donated by sponsors of the school, which
include: ABT Electronics, BMG Records,
the Chicago Fire Department and WBBM
96.3 FM Radio, among others.

Alumni of St. Nicholas Ukrainian
Cathedral School are asked to contact the
coordinator of the alumni network project,
Marta R. Leseiko, via e-mail at martu-
nique@aol.com, or via phone at (773) 782-
4972, or via mail at Marta R. Leseiko, c/o
St. Nicholas Ukrainian Cathedral School,
2015 W. Cortez St., Chicago, IL 60622.

Alumni contest winners: (back row, from left) Alexander Siutryk, Michael
Olshansky, Marta Kryvdyk, Andrew Owerko, Daniel Rivera, (front row)
Adriana Chychula, Christine Chychula and Alexa Tufenkjian.

14 graduate from St. Nicholas Ukrainian Catholic Cathedral School

CHICAGO - Eighth graders at St.
Nicholas Cathedral School attended
their graduation on Sunday, June 12.
Ulana Moroz was valedictorian, while
Katia Fishchuk was salutatorian. This
year several scholarships were award-
ed: the Bishop Innocent Lotocky,
OSBM, Scholarship Award was given
to two graduates, Mariana Perepitchka
and Alexandra Savoia; and the Mykluz
Family Memorial Award was awarded
to Ulana Moroz. In addition, the
school’s premiere sponsor, Selfreliance
Ukrainian American Federal Credit
Union, presented the graduates with
gift certificates toward their education.
On the right is a tableau of the gradu-
ates with their teachers and clergy.
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YKPAIHCbKUN XOP ,AYMKA“ B HIO-UOPKY
My3U4HUIA KePiBHUK | aupureHT - BACUJIb FPEYUMHCBKUWN ® OopTeniaHosuin akomnaHbAmeHT - JIAPUCA T'YTHUKEBWUY

3anpoLuyrote Bac Ha Y 3B’A3KY 3 55-piuHNM tOBiNEEM
xop ,Aymka“

IOBUIEMHUN KOHLUEPT snawrosye

/iBa 4oOaTtKkoBl KOHLUEPTU

3 Haroau 55-niTTA 3aCHYBaHHA Xopy
y MATHULIO, 22 IUMNHA L.p.

B Hepintro, 30 xxoBTHA 2005 p., o roa. 3-in no nosn. o 8-iii rop,. Bey.

y 3ani Skirball Center for Performing Arts, New York University, Washington Square, New York, NY y 3ani Music Mountain
Falls Village, Connecticut

Y nporpami: yKpaiHCbKa KJIACUYHa i HapoaHa XxopoBa My3uKa. Ta B Cy60TY, 15 KOBTHA Li.p.
Y koHUepTi 6epe yyactb orop. 7-in Beu.
conpaHo OKCAHA KPOBULbKA, conictka New York City Opera.

HarnbLui ingbopmawvii 6ynyte nogadi rigHiwe. lNpocumo rpomany Ao YNCIeHHOI y4acTi.

y 3ani Warren Woods Auditorium
Warrren, Michigan
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The Ukrainian Museum hosts special exhibit viewing for its younger supporters

by Marta Baczynsky

NEW YORK - All those who love and
cherish The Ukrainian Museum are enor-
mously pleased to be witnessing the evolu-
tion of the institution in its brand-new build-
ing, where the feature inaugural presentation
is a world-class exhibition — “Alexander
Archipenko: Vision and Continuity.”

After conducting operations for almost
thirty years in a very small environment and
on a moderate scale, the museum has rein-
vented itself as a significant urban institu-
tion of education and culture, and in its new
guise it has taken New York City by storm.

The elegance of the museum’s new
facility and the magnetism of Archipenko’s
striking sculptures, offered in a dramatic
presentation, create a dynamic combina-
tion. Critically acclaimed by the media
(local and international, and favorably
received by the Ukrainian community and
the general public, the museum and the
Archipenko show have become a “must
see” for anyone who appreciates art. It is,
therefore, not surprising that in the first
three months since its opening, over 5,000
people have visited the museum.

On Friday, June 10, the Friends of the
Museum arranged a get-together at the
institution for the “younger crowd,” featur-
ing a special guided tour of the exhibition
with its curator, Prof. Jaroslaw Leshko. It
turned out to be a delightful evening of
learning and socializing, with people of
various age groups in attendance. Prof.

Leshko’s inimitable presentation on the
subject of Archipenko’s life and oeuvre
opened new vistas of understanding and
appreciation of the artist and his talent.

An art history professor for 35 years at
Smith College, Dr. Leshko exudes enthu-
siasm for the subject and mesmerizes his
listeners with the skill of a naturally tal-
ented educator.

The event was organized by Daria
Temnycky and Olenka Terlecky. These
young women have an enviable history
of supporting the museum in innovative
ways. In 2000 and 2002 they were part of
a regional support committee, composed
of nine young women, that organized
Stride and Ride to Build, sports-oriented
family events that raised money for The
Ukrainian Museum’s Building Fund. The
funds raised were specifically earmarked
for children’s activities and programs in
the new building.

The goal of the museum is to become a
Ukrainian cultural center in New York
City and serve as a base for Ukrainian
American artistic, cultural and community
activities. The success of the June 10 get-
together is a step in the right direction.

The Ukrainian Museum, located at 222
E. Sixth St., (between Second and Third
avenues, is open Wednesday through
Sunday from 11:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.

For information readers may call (212)
228-0110, e-mail: info@ukrainianmuse-
um.org. or visit the web site:
www.ukrainianmuseum.org.

Prof. Jaroslaw Leshko (far left), curator of the Alexander Archipenko exhibit
currently on view at The Ukrainian Museum, with guests on the second floor
gallery during the museum’s get-together.

Ukrainian folk music groups
established in New Paltz

NEW PALTZ, N.Y. — About a 20-minute
ride from Soyuzivka, the Ukrainian
National Association’s resort in
Kerhonkson, N.Y., some 30 children with
their parents are coming together every
Monday to play Carpathian music on
sopilky and fiddles at the Shepko-Hamilton
farm, known as Shawangunk Ridge Farm.

The groups were started on June 12 by
Andriy Milavsky a few days after his
return from Ukraine with the folk instru-
ments. Most of the sopilky (wooden
flutes) were made by a master sopilka-
maker in the Hutsul region out of different
types of wood, mostly pear and maple.

The members of the younger chil-
dren’s sopilka group range in age from 2
to 5 and they meet at 4:30-5 p.m. The
older children, age 6-12, play at 5-6 p.m.

The groups are taught by Mr. Milavsky,
who holds a master’s degree in music from
Kyiv State Conservatory in Ukraine.

Many of the parents and one of the
grandparents are showing an interest in

joining the ensemble as well.

The fiddle group is run by Halyna
Remez, who obtained her degree in music
from the Lviv Conservatory and is a third-
generation Carpathian Mountain fiddler.

The fiddle players range in age from 9
to over 40. They, too, play on Mondays,
at 5-6 p.m.

A third of the children currently
enrolled in the lessons are of Ukrainian
descent. All involved are full of enthusi-
asm and the desire to learn more about
Ukraine and its culture.

The first public performance of these
budding folk musicians will be at the New
Paltz Farmers’ Market on July 31 at noon.

In addition, a Sopilka, Fiddle and
Ukrainian Theater Day Camp for chil-
dren is planned for August 1-12 at
Shawangunk Ridge Farm.

For further information readers may
contact Halyna Shepko, one of the organ-
izers of this new folk music program, at
(845) 255-5936.

L

Event organizer Olenka Terlecky (left), Prof. Jaroslaw Leshko and The
Ukrainian Museum Director Maria Shust at the museum’s get-together.

7:00 - 9:00
9:00 - 12:00

8:00 - 10:00
10:00 - 12:00

12:00 - 12:30
12:30 - 1:30

1:30 - 4:00

4:00 - 6:30

7:00 - 12:00

7:00 - 8:15
8:30 - 9:30

10:00 - 12:00

NMporpama XXVIlI KpanoBoro

Mnacrtosoro 3’'i3ay

AKuiA BipbyaeTbcA 22-23 xo0BTHA 2005p. Ha CotosiBLi

M’aTHMLA, 21 XXOBTHA 2005p.

Mpwuisp, PeecTtpauin
ToBapucbka 3ycTpiy

Cy6ora, 22 xoBTHA 2005p.

Peectpauia YuacHukis 3’i3gy
. Bipkputta XXVII Kpaiosoro MNMnactosoro 3’i3py
. Bubip Mpesnpaii 3’i3gy
. Cnoso lNnosu KMNCrapLwmHmn
. Cnoso lonosu Mbynasu

. MpuHAaTTA Nnpotokony XXVI Kpanosoro Mnactosoro 3’i3gy
. YcHi ponosHeHHA o 3BiTiB KIMC
. 3siT lTonosu KrNPagun
. 3BiT Komicii YkpaiHCbkoi MOBU
10. Bubip Kowmicin

BP0 om OO

1
2
3
4
5. CxBaneHHA NOpAQOKY Hapap, NpaBuibHUKIB 3’i3ay | KOMICIN
6
7
8
9

. TabopoBsoi
. PesontouinHoi
. BepudikauiiHo-maHpaTHOI

locnopapcbkoi
HomiHauinHoi

. CraryToBoi

BuxoBHi nutaHHA gnAa KM3'isgy, 3rigHo 3
pesontouieto XXIII KM3, nigrotosnAaots Mani Papun
OpnwuHoro n CkobuHoro Kpyris, Aki BinbyBaroTbCA
B pamkax 3’i3ay

ObipoBa nepepsa (O6ig, 6yne Ha 3ani)

11. 3anuTun i gmckycia Hag pianbHicTio KMNC

12. 3BiT BepudbikauinHo-MaHpgatHoi Komicii

13. YaoineHHa abcontoTopii yctynatodin KIMC i yctynaroumm
uneHam KlPaaun

14. Mani Pagn OpnuHoro n CkobuHoro Kpyris Ta NpoaoBXeHHsA
Hapag, iHLWNX KOMICin

15. Hapapm Kowmiciii: TabopoBoi, Pe3ontoLiiHoi, focnopapcbKoi,
HowminauinHoi, CtatyToBOi

CninbHa CBAToYHa BevepAa (6€3 0gHOCTPOIB, Cynpyru 3anpoLLeHi)

Hepnina, 23 xxoBTHA 2005p.

CHipaHHA

Cnyxb6a boxxa B HamipeHHi MnacTy (36ipka B OGHOCTPOAX B
LepkBi 8:25)
16. 3BiTM KOMICiN

a.
. TabopoBoi
. Manoi Pagn OpnuHoro Kpyra

Doow oo

CraryToBOi

Manoi Pagu CkobuHoro Kpyra
[ocnopapcbkoi

. PesontouinHoi

17. 3BiT HomiHauiHoT Kowmicii

18. Bubip KMNCrawwunu i KMPaau - 3anpucaxeHHA KIMC i KMNP
19. BHecku, 3anuTun Ta pisHe

20. 3akputTta XXVII Kparosoro Nnactosoro 3’i3ny
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A Ukrainian singer shares her rare talent in Japan

by Roman Cybriwsky
Special to The Ukrainian Weekly

TOKYO - There are more Ukrainians
living in Japan than I had imagined when I
moved back to the country four years ago
after a 10-year absence. Some, like me, are
transplants from the United States and other
Western countries, dispatched to Tokyo and
other big cities by foreign employers with
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the Chornobyl tragedy of 1986, which
she witnessed as a young girl. Chornobyl
has been a big part of her life ever since.
She talked about it at length that evening
in Sangenjaya. Natalka’s hometown was
Prypiat, one of the villages in the shadow
of Chornobyl that was evacuated after
the disaster and then destined for obliv-
ion. Her father had worked in the power
plant barely four kilometers away and

= Roman Cybriwsky

Nataliya Gudziy during one of her recent performances in Japan.

Japanese branches. But many, many others
are post-1991 immigrants to Japan, directly
from Ukraine or from other parts of the for-
mer USSR such as Russia’s Far East,
Japan’s nearest neighbor. They are building
permanent lives in Japan and are shaping a
thriving Ukrainian Japanese community.

Among the most noteworthy Ukrainians
living in Japan is 25-year-old Nataliya
Gudziy, a beautiful and extraordinarily tal-
ented young singer with a fascinating life
story. She has lived in Japan since 1999.
She has become fluent in Japanese, and
sings and writes songs in that language, as
well as in her native Ukrainian.

My first encounter with Natalka was
about three years ago, when my daughter
was visiting me and we saw a newspaper
notice about a concert the next day by a
Ukrainian singer in a part of Tokyo where
we had lived some 20 years earlier. We
attended, of course, and were almost lit-
erally floored by what we saw and heard.

Here was a performance in Ukrainian
to an all-Japanese audience of some 400
people, with Japanese commentary
between songs about the lyrics, the ban-
dura, the singer’s life, and about Ukraine.
Natalka had a powerful stage presence.

We were doubly surprised that she
spoke at some length in Ukrainian as
well, not because she had spotted us,
which she did not, but because she want-
ed her audience to hear the sound of the
Ukrainian language. Her songs reflected
love of Ukraine, and her singing voice
was as strong, sweet and beautiful as any
we had ever heard.

A major theme of Natalka’s work is

Roman  Cybriwsky is  from
Philadelphia and lives in Tokyo as direc-
tor of undergraduate programs and asso-
ciate dean of Temple University’s 2,000-
student Japan campus. His e-mail
address is Roman@tuj.ac.jp.

stayed behind with orders to work on the
clean-up. He has subsequently become
ill. Natalka and the rest of her family
were evacuated to Kyiv where the family
continues to live.

While still a schoolgirl, Natalka
became a member of the song and dance
troupe Chervona Kalyna comprising
mainly Chornobyl refugee children. At
the invitation of a Toky o non-govern-
mental organization called the Chernobyl
Children’s Fund, the group toured Japan
in 1996 and again in 1998 to raise funds
for victims of the disaster.

Natalka was singled out for her rare
singing talents and returned to Japan again
in 1999 for a solo series of fund-raising
concerts. That led to her staying in Japan
and making it her new home. In 2003 she
married Yoshiro Yamada, who is her man-
ager. Before the wedding ceremony in
Kyiv, Yoshiro was baptized into the
Orthodox faith and given the name Roman.

A tireless performer, Natalka has now
sung in more than 300 venues in every
imaginable part of Japan. She always
performs in Ukrainian native costume
and plays her bandura as she sings. I
sometimes see Natalka on Tokyo sub-
ways going to or from a performance
with her heavy bandura in its case over
her shoulder and a travel bag with her
costume for the evening in hand.

Natalka always explains her instru-
ment to her audiences, as well as her
clothing, always making sure that her
audiences distinguish what is Ukrainian
from Russian and teaching about
Ukraine’s distinctive culture. Her stan-
dard repertoire includes songs about the
bandura such as “Vziav by Ya Banduru”
and “Hrai, Banduro, Hrai,” as well as
such popular Ukrainian songs as
“Chornobryvtsi,” “Ridna Maty Moya”
and “Misiats na Nebi.”

Her songs also include her own origi-

nal musical and vocal compositions such
as “Mamyna Pisnia” about the family she
misses in Ukraine. She also performs
Japanese songs, including her own com-
positions in that language, and translates
Ukrainian songs into Japanese.
“Chornobryvtsi,” for example, is sung
half in Ukrainian and, seamlessly, half in
Japanese. Because some Russian songs
are well-known in Japan and audiences
expect it, she also sings a little in Russian.

Young people in Japan are coming to
know Natalka not just through her singing.
Amazingly, she has come to be a chapter in
a popular textbook for the study of English,
“Prominence English” published by Tokyo
Shoseki. Lesson 5 in that book is called
“For Chernobyl with Love” and recounts in
learners’ English the story of the nuclear
plant accident, the evacuation and demoli-
tion of Natalka’s home village, and
Natalka’s biography. There are photographs
of Natalka and her family in their home in
front of their “yalynka” (Christmas tree) a
makeshift cemetery in Prypiat, and a
child’s drawing of “black rain” over
Ukraine. To test readers’ comprehension,
the chapter has review questions such as
“What happened to the green forests where
she [Natalka] played as a child?”

Natalka has already released five CDs.
The first two, unfortunately, are no longer
available. I am lucky to own a rare copy of
“From Chernobyl,” a collection of
Ukrainian songs about the disaster and about
nostalgia for a distant, lost home. There are
similar themes in “Sertse,” her third disk.
The printed matter for both includes haunt-
ing black and white photographs of what lit-
tle is left of Prypiat by noted Japanese pho-
tographer Ryuichi Hirokawa.

Her fourth CD is “Nataliya,” a mix of

themes and languages. It includes her
beautiful Ukrainian composition about her
mother and ends with stirring renditions of
the religious classics “Ave Maria” and
“Amazing Grace.” The fifth CD is “Merry
Christmas,” a selection of Christmas and
religious songs, mostly in English.

Natalka is now working on a sixth CD.
To be released in 2006, it is timed for the
20th anniversary of the Chornobyl nuclear
disaster. She will make the CD in a duet
with her younger sister Katerina, who
lives in Kyiv and was born in Prypiat just
one month before the 1986 disaster. After
Katerina, also a singer and bandura player,
arrives in Tokyo this coming autumn, the
two sisters will undertake a two-bandura
concert tour around Japan as they work
out the details of their joint CD.

Natalka is also beginning to plan a con-
cert tour in North America, hopefully in
2006. She has never been there and knows
few people, so the planning is slow at
present. Perhaps one or more of the read-
ers of this article are willing to help?
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Natalka’s website, maintained by her
husband, Yoshiro-Roman, is localed at
http://www.office-zirka.com. Even
though it is in Japanese, interested people
can click around the site to see photo-
graphs and album covers, and to get a
sense of what Natalka is about.

For the time being, the best way for
buyers in North America to purchase
Natalka’s CDs is online from the Japan
division of the HMV music store:
http://www.hmv.co.jp/. Click “English”
and search “Gudziy” to find CDs
“Nataliya” (illustrated) and “Sertse” (title
in Japanese, no image).

A publicity shot of Nataliya Gudziy with Ukraine’s national instrument, the bandura.
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SOYUZIVKA SCRAPBOOK: The summer season’s in full swing
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Soyuzivka’s beach volleyball court is once again the site of countless games as L
guests descended upon the resort for the summer season, which officially opened = =L
over the Fourth of July weekend. The littlest guests enjoy the kiddie pool, now enhanced by a small gazebo.

Dianna Shmerykowsky of New York City, with her A close-up of some of the bricks purchased by Soyuzivka

depictions of Ukrainian folk dance, was the featured supporters, both individuals and groups, that will soon
artist during the weekend. grace the entranceway to the resort’s Main House.

Young winners of the season-opening tennis tournament are congratulated by
tournament officials George Sawchak (left) and George Hrabec (right), as well as

- st . le b s Roma Lisovich
Roma Lisovich, treasurer of the Ukrainian National Association. A view of the newly expanded tiki bar, obviously a focal point for vacationers.
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Cinema in Ukraine: some facts and figures on its status

by Illya Matthew Labunka

KYIV — The Ukraine-based daily newspaper Den
[Day] on April 3 published the results of a nationwide
questionnaire on the preferences of moviegoers. Of the
1,800 respondents (18 years of age or older) polled by
the Institute of Sociology of the National Academy of
Sciences of Ukraine, an overwhelming majority (64
percent) declared if given a choice, they would choose
to view Soviet films. (The survey did not differentiate
between Soviet Ukrainian, Soviet Russian, etc., films).

Additionally, 45 percent stated they prefer contempo-
rary Russian films, while Ukrainian films would be cho-
sen by 34 percent of the respondents, followed by
American films (22 percent) and ending with a 20 per-
cent preference for European films.

Thus, approximately one-third of those surveyed
would prefer to go see contemporary Ukrainian films if
given the opportunity. Yet, herein lies the paradox —
although the potential exists for a higher viewing audi-
ence of Ukrainian films over American and European
productions, Ukrainian movie theaters offer a starkly
different choice.

Similarly, the percentage of TV viewers who would
regularly tune in to a Ukrainian-language broadcast if it
could locate one, is in an analogous predicament.

Undoubtedly old habits die hard, particularly the nos-
talgia for Soviet-era cinema depicting the Red Army’s
glorious victory over Nazi Germany in World War II —
more often than not portrayed as a single-handed triumph
over the Third Reich. During the first two weeks of May,
in commemoration of the Allied victory in World War II,
on average, and virtually round the clock, at least two or
three Ukrainian TV stations would simultaneously
engage in marathon sessions broadcasting Soviet and/or
contemporary productions depicting World War II drama
— all in the Russian language. If any feature happened to
include Ukrainian subtitles, the viewer needed to arm
oneself with binoculars or at least a magnifying glass in
order to decipher the virtually illegible text.
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In the early 1980s, Soviet Ukraine produced approxi-
mately 30 to 45 feature-length films, less than 20 ani-
mation films and a few hundred documentary and edu-
cational films annually.

By the early 1990s, film production in Ukraine had
declined almost by half, reaching rock bottom by the
end of the decade, with literally only a handful of fea-
ture films being produced. Documentary and education-
al films took an even harder blow, while the animation
sector of the industry began to rely solely on foreign
productions, often lacking appropriate copyright.

Currently, five state-“owned” and state-financed film
studios operate in Ukraine under the authority of the
Ministry of Culture — the Oleksander Dovzhenko Film
Studio (Kyiv), the Odesa Film Studio, the National
Cinemateque (formerly Ukrnaukfilm), Ukrkinokhronika
(Documentary), Ukranimafilm (Animation), and the
joint Ukrainian-Russian venture Yaltynska-Kinostudia
in Crimea.

In 1992 the Dovzhenko Film Studio and the Odesa
Film Studio produced 20 and 23 feature-length films,
respectively. By 1998 the number of released produc-
tions had shrunk to 1 and 0, respectively.

According to an interview published in the newspa-
per Uriadovyj Kurier (August 9, 2003), Mykola
Maschenko, the former director of the Dovzhenko Film
Studio asserted that the studio is desperately in need of
production equipment. “Today we have only three
movie cameras, while the standard shooting process
often requires the simultaneous use of five, even up to
eight [cameras].”

In June 2003, per request of the Ukrainian
Philosophical Fund, film scholar and critic Oleksander
Rutkovsky and Yevhen Holovakha, associate director of

Illya Matthew Labunka, who lives in Kyiv, studied
film theory and film history while working toward his
B.A. in communications at La Salle University. He also
holds an M.A. in government administration from the
University of Pennsylvania. He served as an independ-
ent consultant for Oles Yanchuk’s film “Holod-33”
about the Famine-Genocide, which was released in
Ukraine in 1990.

Mpr. Labunka worked as a fund-raiser for the Harvard
Ukrainian Research Institute and, later, the Ukrainian
Studies Program at Columbia University’s Harriman
Institute. In 1995 he moved to Ukraine, where he
worked as a human rights monitor (Kyiv) and academic
fund-raiser (Lviv). He is currently studying law at Kyiv
University’s Graduate School of Law.
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Ukrainian-language posters for foreign movies

shown in Ukraine do not reveal the fact that they

are dubbed into Russian. Among such movies during
the past year were: “Mr. and Mrs. Smith” ...

the Institute of Sociology of the National Academy of
Sciences of Ukraine, supervised a nationwide question-
naire (the first of its kind) on contemporary cinema in
Ukraine. Ranging from age 16 to 75, a total of 1,200
respondents in 38 cities, 10 municipalities and 26 vil-
lages participated in the survey covering a broad range
of film industry-related issues.

Through their research, the scholars revealed that
two-thirds of those surveyed think that the state should
continue to finance the national film production sector
of the industry. Furthermore, the majority (58 percent)
believes that the state should not only finance but run
the industry as well.

As the question of censorship came up, approximate-
ly 46.8 percent of the respondents said they would be in
favor of introducing such a policy on a state level. Of
those surveyed, 22.2 percent were favorably inclined
toward censorship, but only if it were to be regulated by
specially appointed civic organizations, while 14.6 per-
cent stated that censorship should be introduced only
for children. Only 3 percent declared censorship con-
trary to democratic principles and 18.4 percent were
against it because they believed that each individual
should decide for him/herself what to watch. The con-
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“The Passion of the Christ” ...

siderably favorable attitude toward censorship is based
not only on “past tendencies” and custom, but also on
the fact that Ukraine’s bureaucratically plagued movie-
ratings system isn’t very effective. As a result, pretty
much anything goes, particularly material on late-night
TV and “pirated” — therefore unrated — video.

When asked how they would rate Ukrainian cinema
of the Soviet era, a startling majority (57 percent) of
those who replied were convinced that communist ide-
ology and Soviet rule were positive influences on the
development of cinematic art in Ukraine. Meanwhile,
23 percent of the respondents rated such an influence
negatively, and 19 percent expressed uncertainty about
whether the influence was positive or negative. Yet, fur-
ther analysis suggests that the overwhelming response
was not necessarily based on a longing for a particular
ideological system, but rather a system that “func-
tioned” overall, and in the process guaranteed a steady
flow of film production in Ukraine.

Although several attempts had been taken over the
years to denationalize the film industry (a few dozen
film theaters throughout Ukraine have recently under-
gone privatization), the stalwart formula of running
Ukraine’s film industry remains intact: the Ministry of
Culture remains the industry’s top client, providing the
studios with their core source of finances.

By the mid-1990s, over 20 privately owned film stu-
dios existed in Ukraine, a third of which have already
ceased operations due to lack of clientele and sustain-
ability. While the state budget is the national film pro-
duction industry’s lifeline, not surprisingly, state funds
allocated for film production have not always been dis-
bursed accordingly.

For example, based on official information released
by the Ministry of Culture in 2004, for a period of four
years in the mid- to late 1990s the actual amount of dis-
bursed funds budgeted for film production dropped by
53.4 percent. Thus, if in 1996, 3.5 million hrv were bud-
geted, of which 2.37 million hrv (or 67.8 percent of the
budgeted amount) were disbursed in support of film
production, resulting in 8 feature-length releases for the
year, then by 1999, 13 million hrv were budgeted, of
which 1.87 million hrv (or 14.4 percent of the budgeted
amount) were disbursed to finance the film industry,
resulting in seven feature-length releases for the year.

However, although the state budget for cinematic
production had increased to 20 million hrv the follow-
ing year (2000) and 19.2 million hrv (or 95.5 percent of
the budgeted amount) had been disbursed (thanks to the
admirable effort of then Prime Minister Viktor
Yuschenko), only four feature films were released that
year. (The ever-increasing cost of production, among
other factors, may have also contributed toward the low
output). By 2002, according to the latest available sta-
tistics, the trend of state-allocated funding seems to
have leveled off at approximately 20.5 million hrv, of
which 7.8 million hrv (or 38 percent of the budgeted
amount) were disbursed, resulting in seven film releases
for the year.

Therefore, given the correlation between state financ-
ing and film production output over the last couple of
years, it is safe to assume that the previous regime’s
Ministry of Culture anticipated, on average, a paltry
five or six releases per annum.
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While cinematic production crawls at a snail’s pace,
urban movie theaters are experiencing rapid renovations
and technical upgrades. By 2003 over 70 big-city
screening halls in Ukraine were operating with modern-
ized audio-visual projection equipment, including 42
movie theaters (55 halls) and seven projection venues
equipped with Dolby Stereo and Dolby Surround Sound
systems. On December 25, 2004, the first multiplex
opened for business in Ukraine — Butterfly Ultramarin
in Kyiv, housing six screening halls with a total seating
capacity of 1,315.

At present, Kyiv and Kharkiv lead the trend in mod-
ernized viewing facilities, with nine movie theaters each
(20 and 10 halls, respectively), followed by Odesa, with
seven movie theaters (10 halls), Sevastopol — four
movie theaters, and at least one movie theater in most of
the oblast centers.

Approximately 560 urban movie theaters operate
throughout the country, but less than 300 of these ven-
ues offer cinematic screenings on a regular basis. The
situation is even more sobering in the provincial areas.
For a country of 28,000 municipalities and villages, less
than 5,000 screening premises (usually a room with a
projector and a screen situated in the local town hall-
type building) remain in Ukraine.
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According to data provided by the Ministry of
Culture, in 1980 the number of nationwide provincial
screening premises was 27,700, including approximate-
ly 809 million annual visitations. On average, the regu-
lar moviegoer visited the cinema 16 times per year. In
1990 the amount of screening facilities declined slightly
to 27,200 and annual visitations now equaled 516 mil-
lion. The average viewer was going to the movies 11
times per year. By 2001 the number of functioning
screening venues in the villages of Ukraine had dropped
to 6,500 units — an astonishing disappearance of 20,700
facilities over an 11-year period. The amount of visita-
tions slid to 7.4 million per year, equaling an astounding
decrease of 508.6 million visits over the same 11-year
period. The appearance of a regular viewer in a movie
theater had dwindled to a statistical 0.15 times per year.

However, the following year (2002), although the
number of screening premises had declined even further
— to a total of 5,100 — the number of annual visitations
had actually risen to 9.9 million, an increase of 2.5 mil-
lion over 2001. Still, the average viewer was going to
the movies only 0.2 times per year. By 2003, according
to the latest official available data, the number of
provincial functioning screening venues in Ukraine was
now down to less than 5,000 units.
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The recent upsurge in annual attendance suggests
more of a preference for improved audio-visual stan-
dards and less of an option for quality, aesthetic cinema
— Ukrainian or otherwise. Thus, as the network of
provincial movie theaters continues to shrink, the aver-
age potential viewer is no longer afforded the opportu-
nity to demonstrate his/her choice and taste for cinema
objectively. With little choice for venues, the potential
viewer will either decide not to go to the movies at all,
or he/she will be compelled to seek out the nearest func-
tioning urban theater.

Currently, urban privately owned movie theaters
offer ticket prices for 20 to 50 hrv, but unfortunately the
average citizen can’t afford such rates. State-run the-
aters, although considerably more affordable, operate
haphazardly, thus often discouraging the potential
moviegoer. As a result, the average citizen opts for
his/her most accessible source for “movies” — televi-
sion. In fact, 30.6 percent of those surveyed by
Rutkovsky-Holovakha declared high ticket prices as the
main deterrent for not going to the movies, while 33.3
percent admitted they do not visit movie theaters regu-
larly because it’s more convenient to watch movies on
television. In general, 80 percent of Ukraine’s popula-
tion watches TV on a regular basis.

On average, approximately 150 titles are released for
theatrical distribution in Ukraine per year. Yet, only 2 to
3 percent of these releases are Ukrainian productions,
while the remainder consists of foreign (American, East
and Western European and Russian) titles.

What’s more, the Russian-owned distribution compa-
nies engage in deceptive advertising and marketing by
plastering the movie theaters with Ukrainian-language film
posters promoting the latest release, while simultaneously
projecting the same now Russian-dubbed film inside the

theaters. Even the Kyiv-based monthly industry magazine
Cinema is published in Russian by the State Committee on
Information Policy, Television and Radio of Ukraine.

According to the questionnaire, when asked what
language Ukraine-based productions should be released
in, 37 .4 percent of those surveyed remarked that nation-
al productions should be produced and distributed in
two versions (Ukrainian and Russian); 29 percent stated
that only Ukrainian-language versions should be
released; 11.5 percent said that productions should be
released only in Russian, while 13.2 percent claimed
that this is an issue for the director to decide.

With attendance on the rise over the last five years,
revenue is noticeably growing as well. In 2000 the
state-run theaters amassed a total of 10.5 million hrv in
gross income. By 2002 gross income had reached 12.7
million hrv — the majority of revenues stemming from
urban modernized theaters. At the same time, privately
owned or rented theaters boasted official revenues of
approximately 30 million hrv in 2002, although accord-
ing to Ministry of Culture officials and independent
analysts, the amount was probably higher.

Clearly, in a transitional economy, the film produc-
tion industry in Ukraine can no longer afford to rely
solely on state budgeting. The lack of appropriate gov-
ernment support since independence (both moral and
practical) coupled with increasing operating costs is
causing delays in film production, sometimes lagging
for years. In 2002 not one production was initiated —
only those already in progress were completed.

Despite mounds of legislation and presidential
decrees devised over the years to revitalize and then
resuscitate Ukrainian cinema, virtually all efforts to
jump-start the film production industry have proven
ineffectual. As a result, when the state distribution
monopoly fell apart in the early 1990°s, private “region-
al” distributors — disinterested in promoting quality
Ukrainian cinema — quickly nuzzled their way in and
have been inundating the national market with inexpen-
sive, low-quality foreign productions.
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The bottom line is that if cinema in Ukraine has a
future (and it does), it is nevertheless in dire need of
foreign capital from big Western production companies
and distributors interested not only in getting a return,
but actually willing to stimulate the national industry
for long-term benefit.

Thus far, big-name Western film companies have
avoided the potentially lucrative market in Ukraine for
fear of uncertainty in the ability to accomplish both
objectives, i.e. profit and further growth. The reason for
the skeptical attitude is two fold: copyright piracy and
no tax incentives.

Although commendable strides have been made in
the attempt to eradicate film and video piracy, the battle
rages on, particularly in the video sector of the industry.
According to official data released by the International
Intellectual Property Association, copyright holders
accrued losses of $40 million dollars from film and
video piracy in Ukraine in 2001. The actual level of
copyright piracy in the film-video sector of the industry
in Ukraine reached a devastating 80 percent in 2001 —
an actual drop of 19 percent from 2000!

Thus, powerful Western production companies gen-
uinely intent on and capable of providing their expertise
and practical assistance, sit on the sidelines. In their
stead, Russian companies continue to distribute cheap,
foreign movies for TV (usually the worst of the lot that
Europe and America have to offer) dubbed into Russian

that virtually no Western viewer has ever seen or even
heard of. In addition, approximately 50 percent of these
earnings flow right back to Russia.

Until the government creates a favorable and “pre-
dictable” climate for the national film production indus-
try to flourish (based on Western capital and domestic
incentives), it would be naive for anyone in the industry
to anticipate any considerable improvement, let alone
an influx of investments of any significant size.

One possible way to stimulate Western commercial
interest is to introduce certain tax breaks on those por-
tions of the revenue that the foreign production compa-
ny would allocate toward the production or distribution
of national releases, as well as toward technical sup-
port. In other words, instead of direct foreign invest-
ment in one particular studio or production, the idea
would be to create such a conducive environment in
which all types of studios (state and private) would
benefit for the sake of national production.

On the brighter side, the regular appearance of aca-
demic and popular publications featuring Ukrainian
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and “School of Rock.”

cinema (including two Ukrainian-language periodicals),
national film festivals, as well as the recent parliamen-
tary hearings on the state of cinema in Ukraine
(February 2005), all manifest that general interest in
Ukrainian film that has not waned despite a lack of
national production. But this is not enough.

New, cutting-edge Ukrainian cinema will only be as
good as the new Ukraine. As a fresh, genuinely pro-
Western administration steers Ukraine into the commu-
nity of nations, Ukrainian cinema, perhaps more than
ever before in its centennial history, has a chance to
thrive both domestically and internationally as a truly
influential, world-class art form. Let’s hope the hands of
mutual cooperation reach out to bridge the gap between
capital and talent.

BOOK NOTES

Bilingual edition of poetry by Viktor Neborak

“Flying Head and Other Poems,” by Viktor Neborak. Lviv: Sribne Slovo Publishers, Lviv Polytechnic

University, 2005. 304 pp., $20 (hardcover).

UNIVERSITY PARK, Pa. — A bilingual edition of
Viktor Neborak’s “The Flying Head and Other Poems™ has
recently been published in a limited hard-cover edition by
Sribne Slovo Publishers of Lviv Polytechnic University.
Olha Luchuk of Lviv served as editor for the volume.

The book contains Michael M. Naydan’s translation
of “The Flying Head,” as well as several other transla-
tions into English from “Alter Ego” by Virlana Tkacz
and Wanda Phipps, Jars Balan, Mark Andryczyk and
Yaryna Yakubyak. Additionally, the book has a guest
introduction by Yuri Andrukhovych, a conventional and
an unconventional introduction by Prof. Naydan, and an
author’s note by Mr. Neborak. Illustrations for the book
are by Lviv artist Yurko Kokh.

A presentation of Mr. Neborak’s book was held in
Kyiv on June 14, with the author, Ms. Tkacz and Ms.
Luchuk taking part in the launch. Another book presen-
tation will be held at the World Association of Ukrainian
Studies which meets in Donetsk in July.

For copies of the 304-page book, interested individu-
als may contact Prof. Naydan of Penn State University,
at (814) 865-1675, or by e-mail at mmn3@psu.edu. A
small number of copies are available for $20 (U.S.) plus
shipping costs for individual or library purchase.

Mr. Neborak, a representative of the new wave of
Ukrainian literature of the 1980s, is a Lviv poet, prose
writer and essayist and co-founder of the now legendary
Bu-Ba-Bu literary group founded in Lviv in 1985.
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Web: www.UkrainianWeddings.com
Tel: (917) 848-8437
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LUNA BAND

Music for weddings, zabavas,
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e-mail: dumamuse @aol.com
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FATA MORGANA
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Concerts, Festivals and Private Parties
Contact Oleksij (609) 747-1382 or email us at
OKlband@yahoo.com

Visit our website: www.fata-morgana-band.com

Kozak Construction Co.
All aspects of home improvement:
parquet, tiles, sheetrock, painting.

Tel. 201-437-3227
646-279-1910

MUSIC FOR ANY OCCASION
Also music lessons by a graduate
of the Lviv Conservatory.
Call SLAVKO KOSIV (718) 792-1709 or
email: skosiv@yahoo.com

| MERCHANDISE
WEST ARKA

2282 Bloor St. W., Toronto, Ont., Canada M6S 1N9

Fine Gifts

Authentic Ukrainian Handicrafts

Art, Books, CDs, Ceramics
Embroidered Goods and Supplies
Gold Jewelery, Icons, Magazines
Newspapers, Pysankas and Supplies
All Services to Ukraine, Mail-orders

Andrew R. CHORNY

Manager

Tel.: (416) 762-8751
e-mail: andrew@westarka.com

@ APON VIDEO AND MUSIC

Victor Yushchenko and other subjects
on CD, VHS or DVD

For catalog write or call:
PO Box 3082, Long Island City, NY 11103
(718) 721-5599

Fax: (416) 767-6839
www.westarka.com

Ukrainian Book Store

Largest selection of Ukrainian books, dance
supplies, Easter egg supplies, music, icons,
greeting cards, giftwear, and much more.
10215-97st
Edmonton, AB T5] 2N9
Toll free: 1-866-422-4255
www.ukrainianbookstore.com

Economy Airline
Tickets from USA to
Kyiv, Lviv, Odesa
and Warsaw
Fregata Travel

250 West 57 Street, #1211
New York, NY 10107
Tel.: (212) 541-5707
Fax: (212) 262-3220

*Restrictions apply

IKO Productions

- Sound Systems

- Audio/Visual Solutions
- Lighting

- Disc Jockey Service

(586) 558-8876
www.ikoproductions.net

Insure and be sure.

Join the UNA!

FIRST QUALITY
UKRAINIAN TRADITIONAL-STYLE

MONUMENTS

SERVING NY/NJ/CT REGION CEMETERIES

OBLAST
MEMORIALS

P.O.BOX 746
Chester, NY 10918
845-469-4247

BILINGUAL HOME APPOINTMENTS

PROFESSIONALS

LAW OFFICIES OF

ZENON B. MASNY]J, ESQ.
Since 1983

Serious Personal Injury
Real Estate/Coop Closings
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Securities Arbitration
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* Wills & Probate
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NEW YORK, NEW YORK 10003

(212) 477-3002
(By Appointment Only)

WANT IMPACT?

Run your advertisement here,
in The Ukrainian Weekly’s
CLASSIFIEDS section.

ATTORNEY

JERRY m
KUZEMCZAK

e accidents at work
e automobile accidents
« slip and fall

e medical malpractice

FIRST CONSULTATION IS FREE.
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WELT & DAVID
1373 Broad St, Clifton, N.J. 07013
(973) 773-9800

CARDIOQOLOGIST
PETRO LENCHUR, MD, FACC

Board Certified:

Cardiovascular
Disease,
B 3 Interventional,
| | Nuclear Cardiology,
- e Internal Medicine

The only Ukrainian-speaking Interventional
Cardiologist in NY and NJ.

In-office cardiac testing at two convenient
locations:

776 E. Third Ave.
Roselle, NJ 07203
(908) 241-5545

1432 Hylan Blvd.
Staten Island, NY 10305
(718) 351-9292

HELP WANTED

Fruit Farm in Beamsville, ON

We are looking for a reliable and
dependable person.
Some experience preferred
picking fruit and thinning.

Call (905) 563-5164

OPPORTUNITY

EARN EXTRA INCOME!

The Ukrainian Weekly is looking
for advertising sales agents.
For additional information contact
Maria Oscislawski, Advertising
Manager, The Ukrainian Weekly,
(973) 292-9800, ext 3040.

ORDER A GIFT SUBSCRIPTION TO

THE UKRAINIAN WEEKLY

Price: $55 / $45 for UNA members.
To subscribe, write to The Ukrainian
Weekly, Subscription Department,
2200 Route 10, P.O. Box 280,
Parsippany, NJ 07054;
or call (973) 292-9800.

Votes on WTO...

(Continued from page 1)

for voting, not in the way it was with the
former government,” Mr. Lytvynenko
said. “They did almost nothing.”

Ms. Tymoshenko has vehemently
denied accusations by national deputies
and political observers that her govern-
ment had waited for the last minute in
preparing the WTO bills for presentation
to the Parliament.

Rather, she claims her opponents
hatched a conspiracy to block the WTO
bills.

Accusations that the bills were not writ-
ten properly or that voting on them as a
package was illegal are also false, she said.
Her opponents created political schemes to
stop the government’s work, she said.

“I want to deny those unjustified state-
ments, which have been flying about,
that the government submitted these bills
at the last minute,” Ms. Tymoshenko
said. “In the last minute, certain leaders
of certain factions and committees
sucked the government’s blood, to the
last drop, by introducing amendments.”

During an official visit to Austria on
July 12 and 13, Mr. Yushchenko said he
now expects Ukraine will enter the WTO
by December, just before the global sum-
mit in Hong Kong.

Minister of the Economy Serhii
Teriokhin echoed that projection at a July
12 press conference in Kyiv. He described
last week’s antics in the Rada as an embar-
rassment for Ukraine and admitted they
were humiliating for Mr. Yushchenko,
who was in attendance on July 6.

Mr. Teriokhin also echoed the prime
minister’s disappointment with the mem-
bers of the coalition that was supposed to
have upheld the WTO bills.

“I said that you must determine your
position,” Mr. Teriokhin said, referring to
a conversation at a Cabinet meeting.
“When the team has made a decision,
when the decision is approved and the
signatures are obtained, then you have to
come out in support or not. Anything
else is not possible.”

He was referring specifically to
Agricultural Policy Minister Oleksander
Baranivskyi, a member of the Socialist
Party, and he suggested that the minister
be dismissed for his lack of support for
the government program.

The projections of Ukraine’s
December entry into the WTO offered by
Messrs. Yushchenko and Teriokhin are
reasonable, said Mr. Lytvynenko of the
Razumkov Center.

The Yushchenko government is likely
to raise the remaining WTO bills once
the Parliament begins its fall session on
September 6, he added.

Before then, the Yushchenko govern-
ment will work on ratifying all bilateral
protocol agreements and accomplishing
all legal requirements for international
standardization, he said.

Six bilateral protocol agreements are
virtually complete, Mr. Teriokhin said,
and four are still on the drawing board.

President Yushchenko will sign a
bilateral protocol with Japan during his
visit to that country at the end of July,
Mr. Teriokhin said. Agreements with
Australia, China and the U.S. still remain
to be agreed upon, he said.

WTO membership is the top economic
goal of Mr. Yushchenko’s presidency
because it is the first step in drawing
Ukraine’s economy closer to the West.

It is also important for Ukraine to join
the WTO before Russia, which may
impose unfavorable trade conditions on
Ukraine and delay Ukraine’s admission.
Any country entering the WTO gets to set
trade conditions for forthcoming members.

“I am absolutely certain Ukraine will
enter WTO by the end of the year,” Mr.
Teriokhin said.
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Pora now poised...

(Continued from page 2)

fied us from participating in the elec-
tions,” he said.

In a speech delivered at RFE/RL’s
Prague headquarters earlier this month,
Mr. Kaskiv explained why in his view it
is so important that Ukraine’s student
movement continues the political fight.

“Today, with [our] new president,
Ukraine is a reborn nation,” Mr. Kaskiv
said. “However, we understand that this
is not a final, [decisive] victory. [It is
just] one more chance to become a great
European nation with a new outlook and
a re-energized people with an outstand-
ing future. This is why we pledge today
to not [repeat] the mistakes of the past.
Pora will not allow the corrupt political
old guard that ruled over Ukraine in the
past 14 years to change its course again.
We will not allow corrupt officials to
seize power in Ukraine by putting on the
orange color. Pora will protect the demo-
cratic victory of the people.”

Mr. Poliukhovych voiced agreement,
saying the organization had vowed to
keep a watchful eye on the government.

“The situation forces us to participate

in [the upcoming parliamentary] elec-
tions,” he told RFE/RL. “It is especially
true for those of us who have shown by
their actions — and not just by words —
that we, the youth, are well organized
and capable of toppling any system that
is against its own people. This is why
Pora, together with other parties, must
take part in these elections as they cer-
tainly will not be any less important —
perhaps they will be even more important
— than the last presidential elections in
Ukraine.”

Mr. Poliukhovych said that if Pora
wins parliamentary seats it will not blind-
ly support President Yushchenko’s gov-
ernment, even though Mr. Kaskiv cur-
rently works as an adviser to the
Ukrainian president.

“I believe this may not be necessarily
an opposition, but a young, fresh view-
point that will be heard, if not by the
government, then certainly by the people,
and if not in Parliament, then certainly in
local government councils,” Mr.
Poliukhovych said.

Mr. Poliukhovych noted that Pora still
has not decided whether to run for
Parliament on its own, or in an alliance
with other political parties.

[inuMocA CyMHOIO BiCTKOHO, W0 AHA 6 nunHA 2005 p. Biginwna y
BiYHiCTb 3a0cMoOTpeHa HancBATinwmmMmn TanHaMmu Hawa
He3abyTHA i Hanpopoxya MAMA i CECTPA

6n. n.

AHTOHIiA BbaHax-[lyp6ak

Bposa no 65. n. 0. KpunowanuHosi Tapacosi.

HapopxeHna 27 6epesHA, 1918 poky y JibBoBi - BuHHuku, 3axipHa YkpaiHna,
KOMWLLHA yYutenbka B 3axipHin YkpaiHi.

MOXOPOHHI BIANPABMU Bin6ynuca B cyborty, 9 nunua 2005p., B uepksi cB. [lyxa B

AkpoH, Oraio.

TniHHi ocTaHku cnoumBaroThb Ha UBUHTapi CBATOro Xpecta B AKPOHi nNopyy ii Myxa

o. Tapaca.

3anuwunucAa B Mnu60KOMY CMYTKY:

CUH - APOCIJIAB
pouka - MAPIA-TEPEHA
3ATb - CTENAH
cecTpum

- MAPIA YOPHEHbKA 3 myxem BOJIOAUMUPOM

- IPUHA TBEPAOXIB 3 POAUHOIO

CeCTpiHKK

- OKCAHA NMIPC 3 myxxem POBEPTOM

POKCOJIAHA MAEP 3 myxewm a-pom npas POHAJIAOM
30PAHA BECCEP 3 myxxem 3UTOPULOM i poHAMHK

CeCTpiHOK

- n-p npas OJIEFr YOPHEHbKWUM 3 popuHoto

Ta 6nnkya i panbwa popuHa B AMepuii tTa YKpaiHi.

Hexan amepukaHcbka 3emna 6ype ii nerkoto.
Biuna it nam’aTb!

[dinuMocA CyMHOIO BiCTKOIO 3 POAUHOKO | 3HaWOMUMMU, L0 B NOHERINOK,
13 yepBHA 2005 p. Ha 81 poui XUTTA BigiAwWwNa y BiYHICTb HaLla HaWAOpPOXYaA
OPY>XUHA, CECTPA, MAMA i BABLA

6n. n.

COO®IA NABIJIB

3 pomy NACTEPHAK

NMAHAXWU[A Bipbynaca B yetrBep, 16 yuepBHA 2005 p.
MOXOPOHHI BIAMNPABMU Bip6ynuca B n’ATHULO, 17 yepBHA 2005 p. y LepKBi
cB. Ctechbana B Tomc PiBep Ta Ha ,Woodlawn Cemetery*“ y JleiikBya, H. Ax.

Y rmun6oKomMy CMYTKY 3aJIULLMAUCA:

MyX - CEPTIA
CUHM
BHYKU

cectpa

- MAPK, CTE®AH, IOPIW 3 poguHamn
- FPEIFOPI, AUNAH, IOPYUK, AHOPIA
- IBAHKA 3 poauHoto

poauHa B YKpaiHi Ta NonblLui.

BiyHa i nam’ATb!

We are deeply saddened to announce the passing on

b > July 13, 2005, of our beloved mother, grandmother,
sister, mother-in-law, aunt, devoted cultural activist,
“|W[E bandura promoter, member of the Women’s

Organization for the Defense of Four Freedoms of
Ukraine, UCCA, Hutsul Association “Chornohora,”
Ukrainian Museum, Ukrainian Patriarchal Society

STEFANIA CZORNY

Born July 28, 1921, in Solotvyno, Bohorodchany county,
Ivano-Frankivsk Oblast, Ukraine

Stefania Derevianka Czorny was born in the picturesque foothills of the Carpathian mountains,
which she loved so dearly. A participant in the struggle for Ukrainian independence in the 1930s
and 40s, the deceased devoted her entire life in the United States to working with her husband
Mykola in promoting the art of the bandura around the world and continued his work with the
New York School of Bandura and Bandura Magazine after his passing in 1999. She was an avid
collector of Ukrainian folk art. Stefania will be remembered for her unwavering belief in God
and Ukraine, her devotion to family and children, and her strong, kind, gentle spirit.

Viewing will be held from 2-9 p.m., Panakhyda at 7:30 p.m. on July 15, 2005,
at Peter Jarema Funeral Home at 129 East 7t Street in New York City.
Funeral services will be held at 9:30 a.m. on July 16, 2005, at St. George’s Ukrainian Catholic
Church in New York City, followed by burial at St. Andrew’s Cemetery in South Bound Brook, NJ.

In deep sorrow:
son Ostap Wengerchuk
daughters Irene with husband Nicolas Andreadis, children Larysa and Nicolas
Lydia with husband Petro Matiaszek and daughter Ksenia
Oksana Wengerchuk and daughter Andrea
Anna Stachiw
Danylo Stachiw and family
Ludmyla Kapala and family
Irene Kaluzny and family
Yaroslav Stakhiv and family
Halyna Nimyy and family
Thor Nimyy and family
Oksana Makaruk and family
Oleksandra Humeniuk and family
Stakhiv family in Ukraine
and extended family and close friends in the United States, Canada and Ukraine.

daughter-in-law
sister
nieces and nephews

ETERNAL MEMORY!

In lieu of flowers, donations may be made to:
Bandura Magazine, 84-82 164th Street, Jamaica, NY 11432
Oleh D. Wengerchuk Memorial Foundation (college scholarship fund for orphans in Ukraine),
P.O. Box 93716, Southlake, TX 76092
The Ukrainian Museum, 222 East 6th Street, New York, NY 10003

Y cMyTKy noBigomnAaemo, wo 23 TpaBHA 2005 p. Ha 93 poui

Rz )KUTTA BiAiAWwna y BiYHICTb Halla HanpopoXx4ya
7 [ MAMA, BABLIA i MPABABLLA

6n. n.

HATAJTIA MAPTUHIOK
3 pomy LUYT

Hap. 26 TpaBHA 1912 p. y Mpubyxanax, panioH KamAaHka bysbka (CTpyminosa)
B YKpaiHi, y 1949 p. pasom 3 yonosikoM PomaHoM i AiTbMK nepeixanun
3 Perenc6ypry (Hime4yuunna) po Yukaro, CLUA.

NMOXOPOHHI BIAMNPABMU BipbynucAa B n’ATHULIO, 27 TpaBHA B Kareapi cB. 0. Mukonasa

B Yukaro, In. NMoxosaHa 6inAa Myxxa PomaHa, AKMI BiAiAWOB Yy BiYHicTb 21 TpaBHA 1995 p.
BiuHa I nam’ATb!
Mopsaka

Oitu MNMokinHoi cknaparoTb HanwWmpiwy noaaky BucokonpeocsalieHHomy Bnapuui
IHHOKeHTitO 3a BignpaBneHHA MaHaxupm, 3a ynokin pywi ce. n. Haranii, pasom 3 o. na-
poxom borpaHoM HanucHukom, o. Apocnasom Ceullykom i 0. Bonogumupom lNyasaHom.

PiBHOX pAKyeMO 0. auAkoHoBi fopoaucbkoMmy i n. Onerosi Bacunoscbkomy 3a cnis
nip, yac MNanaxupm i xopucrtam ,Cnasytn“, 3 AKMMK nokinHa Harania cnisana Ha npoTAsi
AOBrMX POKiB.

Llinpo pAakyemo n. Bonoaumuposi LLlebnboBcbKkoMy, rososi Knioby EMepurtie y
Yuka-ro 3a Teni i 3Bopywnmei npouianbHi cnosa.

Oakyemo n. Oni JIroWHAK, WO TakK WuUpo nonpoiuana nok. Haranito Bip, Karonuubkoi
Akuii, xopy ,CnasyTa“, Coto3y YKpaiHOK i Bif, CBOET poanHMN.

Benuka nopaka Bnapuui IHHOKeHTiO 3a BianpaBneHHA NOXOpOHHOI ¢B. JliTyprii, AK i
3a yy™MBi i rapHi cnosa npo nok. Haranito Ta cnosa pospapu po poaunu. Otuto Bara-
LLYKY AAKYEMO 32 NOXOPOHHI BianpaBu Ha uBuUHTapi cB. 0. Mukonas.

Bucnosntoemo noaAaKy noxopoHHoMmy 3aBefeHHIO My3uku 3a npodpeciiine nepese-
LEHHA NOXOPOHY.

Mwu BaAYHI BCiM npucyTHiM Ha MaHaxupai i NOXOpOHHMX BignpaBax, WO CBOELO y4acTio
BMABMWAK NoLlaHy Ao nok. Haranii i pasoM 3 Hamu rigHo BignpoBaaunu ii y Bi4YHICTb.

[akyemo 3a noxeptBu Ha Cny>x6m boxi Ta iHwWi xapuTaTMBHI Lini i noTpebu.

Xan locnopb bor BuHaropogutb Bac cBoiMu nackamu.

DoHbka - IBAHHA MAPTUHIOK PIYAPOCOH 3 pitbMu
AIPIAHOIO PIMAPOCOH, TATAHOIO 3 myxem JIOBOMUPOM
OOMALLUEBCbKUM, AJIEKCAHAPOIO 3 myxem FrPUTOPIEM BYJNIOIO
i BHykamun HATANIEIO i JAHUITIKOM

CUH - APOCJIAB MAPTUHIOK 3 ppyxuHoto EBOIO i pitomu JAPIAHOM
3 ppyxuHoto AHAPEEIO MAPTUHIOK i TAMAPOIO 3 myxem
FPUrOPIEM A3BIHCbKUM i BHykamn MOCE®OM i MATBIEM.
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Pennsylvania Senate...

(Continued from page 4)

choice for president.

Mr. Greenleaf said that Senate
Resolution 142 encourages the state to
undertake trade missions, student and
faculty exchanges, and a mutually bene-
ficial cultural and tourism relationship
with Ukraine. He introduced the resolu-
tion at the prompting of a constituent of
Ukrainian heritage.

The senator said that Pennsylvania in
2004 exported over $10 million in
machinery and transportation equipment
to Ukraine, the second largest nation in
Europe.“The basis for close ties between
the commonwealth and Ukraine already
exists, and I believe that we should take
this opportunity to establish a formal
link,” Sen. Greenleaf said.

The resolution will be transmitted to
the governor and to the Secretary of the
Department of Community and
Economic Development. Sen. Greenleaf
said he plans to send personal letters as
well to Gov. Edward G. Rendell and
Secretary Dennis Yablonsky, asking their

consideration of the resolution.
Following is the full text of Resolution
142.

%k ok

A resolution urging the governor and
the Department of Community and
Economic Development to establish rela-
tions with the nation of Ukraine in the
areas of arts and culture, economic devel-
opment and travel and tourism.

Whereas, Ukraine is located in Eastern
Europe and borders the Black Sea
between Poland, Romania and Moldova
in the west and Russia in the east; and

Whereas, Ukraine is strategically
positioned at the crossroads between
Europe and Asia and is the second-largest
country in Europe; and

Whereas, Ukraine is a republic that
gained independence from the Soviet
Union in 1991; and

Whereas, The events of the Orange
Revolution under the leadership of
Ukraine’s current president, Viktor
Yushchenko, have dismantled the con-
cept of oligarchic rule and replaced it
with an irrevocable commitment to

Want to see
your name in print?
Then why not become a correspondent of

The Ukrainian Weekly in your community?

We welcome submissions from all our Ukrainian communi-
ties, no matter where they are located. Let the rest of us know
what you're up to in your corner of the Ukrainian diaspora!

Any questions? Call The Weekly, 973-292-9800, ext. 3049.

democracy, rule of law, free enterprise
and equality of opportunity; and

Whereas, Ukraine has a population of
approximately 47.4 million people, a
land area of 603,700 square kilometers
and had a gross domestic product of $65
billion in 2004; and

Whereas, According to the 2000 cen-
sus, approximately 900,000 Americans of
Ukrainian heritage live in the United
States; and

Whereas, Pennsylvania ranks second
in the nation with 122,150 individuals of
Ukrainian ancestry, although statistics
kept by Ukrainian churches in
Pennsylvania suggest that there are tens
of thousands more Pennsylvanians of
Ukrainian heritage; and

Whereas, Americans of Ukrainian
descent have contributed significantly to
the spiritual, cultural and material well-
being of the United States and
Pennsylvania; and

Whereas, some of the first immigrants
from Ukraine to the United States settled
in the anthracite coal mining towns of
Pennsylvania; and

Whereas, Shenandoah Borough,
Schuylkill County, is the location of the
first Ukrainian Catholic Church in the
United States and the Archdiocese of the
Ukrainian Catholic Church in America is
located in Philadelphia; and

Whereas, Pennsylvania is home to the
Ukrainian Heritage Studies Center at
Manor Junior College in Jenkintown
Borough, Montgomery County, which
provides opportunities to learn about
Ukrainian culture and folk art; and

Whereas, Pennsylvania is also home to
the Ukrainian Educational and Cultural
Center, a non-profit organization located
in Jenkintown, which preserves and pro-
motes awareness of Ukrainian heritage
throughout the community; and

Whereas, Pennsylvania is also home to

the Ukrainian American Sport Center
Tryzub in Horsham Township,
Montgomery County, which maintains a
first-class sports program for
Pennsylvania residents and also pre-
serves, fosters and promotes Ukrainian
cultural and artistic pursuits; and

Whereas, Ukraine is rich in fertile soil,
and agriculture represents an important
component of the country’s economy,
similar to Pennsylvania; and

Whereas, like Pennsylvania, Ukraine
is rich in deposits of anthracite coal, oil
and natural gas and has a repository of
many minerals necessary for manufactur-
ing and defense industries, including, but
not limited to, cobalt, nickel, copper and
manganese; and

Whereas, Ukraine is fertile ground for
investment by Pennsylvania businesses that
will find existing industrial, textile and other
commercial complexes and a hard-working,
educated and skilled work force there; and

Whereas, in 2004 Pennsylvania
exported more than $10 million in goods,
including machinery and transportation
equipment, to Ukraine; and

Whereas, a relationship between
Pennsylvania and Ukraine can develop
and prosper by sponsoring trade mis-
sions, creating student and faculty
exchange programs, implementing tech-
nology exchanges and creating a frame-
work for cultural exchange and joint
tourism; therefore be it

Resolved, that the Senate urge the
governor and the Department of
Community and Economic Development
to establish relations with the nation of
Ukraine in the areas of arts and culture,
economic development and travel and
tourism; and be it further

Resolved, that copies of this resolution
be transmitted to the governor and the
secretary of Community and Economic
Development.
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U.S. couple donates 2,000 reproductions
of historic painting to Kyiv Mohyla students

CHICAGO - A generous gift of 2,000
original reproductions of the famous
paintings “Khmelnytsky Entering Kyiv”
(36 x 24 inches) by Mykola Ivasiuk, a
work painted in 1912, and the self-portrait
of Taras Shevcheko (29 x 21) have been
donated for the students of the National
University of Kyiv Mohyla Academy.

This unusual donation is the gift of
Lidia and Myron Bazar, who have been
collectors of international works of art
for over 35 years.

Their collection ranges from
Renaissance to modern art. Their sons
continue the family tradition as curators
after years of experience, exposure to the
world of art and an outstanding education
in the field. Lidia Bazar was born in
Boryslav, and her husband, Myron, was
born in Ternopil.

The idea of making a donation of
works of art for the students of Ukraine
came to Mr. and Mrs. Bazar while visit-
ing their son Walter and joining the
“maidan” organized by the Ukrainian
community in Paris at Trokadero Place.
Mrs. Bazar joined in the demonstrations

as a participant and a speaker.

The family spent long evenings watch-
ing French television as events unfolded
in Kyiv. Moved by the determination of
Ukrainian youth to fight for freedom, the
Bazar family visited the cathedrals of
France, lighting candles and praying for
the ultimate victory of democracy in
Ukraine. They firmly believed that their
prayers would be answered.

As a sign of appreciation and
acknowledgement of the significant role
played by the students of Ukraine in the
victory of the Orange Revolution, Mr.
and Mrs. Bazar were moved to a most
generous decision: to donate original
copies of two of the most renowned
works of Ukrainian art and distribute
them to the students of Kyiv Mohyla
Academy, because of their leading role in
the student protests.

This generous gift will fill the hearts
of families in 2,000 Ukrainian homes as
a permanent reminder and a symbol of
Ukraine’s freedom for many generations
to come, and as an example of generosity
and planned giving.

Notice to publishers and authors

It is The Ukrainian Weekly’s policy to run news items and/or reviews of newly pub-
lished books, booklets and reprints, as well as records and premiere issues of periodi-
cals only after receipt by the editorial offices of a copy of the material in question.

News items sent without a copy of the new release will not be published.
Send new releases and information (where publication may be purchased, cost, etc.)
to: Editorial Staff, The Ukrainian Weekly, 2200 Route 10, P.O. Box 280, Parsippany, NJ

07054.
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HAVE YOU HEARD? PURCHASE A PREPAID
20-YEAR ENDOWMENT POLICY FROM
THE UNA FOR $2,287.26* AND I WILL
RECEIVE A CHECK FOR $5,000%* JUST IN
TIME FOR MY COLLEGE EDUCATION.
WHAT ARE YOU WAITING FOR?
CALL THE UNA AT 1-800-253-9862
AND LET’S GET STARTED.

-
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* FOR AGES 0 THROUGH 3 1/2 YEARS OLD
** MINIMUM FACE AMOUNT OF $5,000

Comrerisnty (reciod Brorsfioo:

Cutyicls NY'C oall 10l fas: 1-888-55_FREL {1-858-7 2-3T238]}

RELY-ON-US* 24-7

Our RELY-ON-US Automated Volce Response
system gives you transactional access to all your
Seolf Rellance New York accounts
24 hours a day, seven days a week.

For an enroliment appiication stop Into one of our offices or call us.

SELF RELIANCE NEW YORK

Federal Credit Union

A full service financial institution serving the Ukrainian American communily since 1951.

Maln Office: 108 Sacond Avenus New York, NY 10003 Tal: 212 4737310 Fax: 212 473-3251

EllemdTla, WY 12446
Tul: B4 EN-2UIR

P 3435 S26-00340

226 Uinicmdale Aversn 3301 st Ay -
Usiondale, NY 11553 Ariwia, NY 11106

Tok 316 345294 Tel: ‘T10 62E-0506

Fax: B4 3632097 Fux: 713 S25-Da X8

Em@ﬁ'%i..nm Visht our webslte at: www.selfreflanceny.org
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Yushchenko election...

(Continued from page 2)

Besmertnyi, the main organizer behind
Mr. Yushchenko’s new People’s Union —
Our Ukraine Party, does not see Mr.
Lytvyn bringing anything positive to an
alliance, but his inclusion would ensure
“that there will be no minuses” from him
either (Ukrayinska Pravda, July 2).

Mr. Lytvyn sat on the fence throughout
the 2004 presidential election, although his
People’s Party officially supported Prime
Minster Viktor Yanukovych. Mr. Lytvyn,
however, did keep Parliament open during
the protests and when the legislature
refused to accept the official results declar-
ing Mr. Yanukovych the winner.

Mr. Lytvyn’s parliamentary faction has
tripled to 40 deputies since the Orange
Revolution, as moderate defectors from

former President Leonid Kuchma’s camp
have rallied under his umbrella. Mr. Lytvyn
also has the loyal Democratic Ukraine
satellite faction of 20 deputies, giving him
areliable bloc of at least 60 deputies.

Mr. Poroshenko remains Mr. Lytvyn’s
main lobbyist in the Yushchenko coalition.
Speaking about Mr. Lytvyn during the
2004 election Mr. Poroshenko averred, “I
am certain that this person undertook a
major role in the revolution” (Ukrayinska
Pravda, June 29). He and Mr. Lytvyn have
similar backgrounds in the Kuchma camp.
Until 1998-1999 he was aligned with the
SDPU, but after leaving the SDPU Mr.
Poroshenko created the Solidarity parlia-
mentary faction with Mr. Lytvyn’s assis-
tance. In 2000-2001 Solidarity merged
with the Party of the Regions.

Like Mr. Yushchenko, Mr. Poroshenko
only went into the opposition against

COWBOQY JUNCTION
FLEA MARKET
Q Tuea i
pﬂfrllwy 4&3&. 4;%&‘5?3
Lecante, Florlds 32861
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Oerwrinry with
Frads ani Jahn Fartaos

CUBIE SEE OUR SHOWI
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evary Bsturday ot & B,
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Band, plus other
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President Kuchma after the April 2001
parliamentary vote of no confidence in
then-Prime Minister Yushchenko’s gov-
ernment. New transcripts of conversations
in Mr. Kuchma'’s office in June 2000, only
10 months earlier, quote Mr. Poroshenko
describing his loyalty to the president. The
transcripts also reveal the hostility Messrs.
Poroshenko and Kuchma held toward
then-First Vice Prime Minister
Tymoshenko (Ukrayinska Pravda, July 6).
Messrs. Poroshenko and Lytvyn are
also united by their reluctance to pursue
the inquiry into the murder of opposition
journalist Heorhii Gongadze. Although
he headed the presidential administration
when Mr. Gongadze was murdered in
fall 2000, Mr. Lytvyn has not been called
to give testimony to the Procurator
General’s Office. Rumors suggest that
Mr. Lytvyn “earned” immunity thanks to
his stance during the 2004 election.
Ukrainian commentators and
Gongadze’s widow, Myroslava, believe
that it was Mr. Lytvyn who lobbied
President Kuchma to order his Internal
Affairs Minister to “deal” with Mr.
Gongadze in September 2000. Mr.
Lytvyn has blocked the parliamentary
commission investigating the murder
from presenting its findings, as the report
accuses Mr. Lytvyn of involvement. Mr.
Yushchenko and his Our Ukraine faction
have also voted against hearing the

report, which by law should have been
heard in 2003 (rep.in.ua, June 15).

Local party members and key
Yushchenko allies in Kyiv are resisting an
alliance between the People’s Union —
Our Ukraine and Mr. Lytvyn, because
they see former Kuchma officials taking
political refuge in Mr. Lytvyn’s party. The
president of State Television Channel 1,
Taras Stetskiv, complained that those who
have joined Mr. Lytvyn’s People’s Party
“are all from Mr. Kuchma’s guard”
(Ekspress, June 21). He expressed fears
that an alliance with these former
Kuchma supporters would harm the rat-
ings of People’s Union — Our Ukraine.

Mr. Besmertnyi admitted that local
branches of the People’s Union — Our
Ukraine are pressuring him to not coop-
erate with Mr. Lytvyn. The head of the
Kharkiv branch of the People’s Union —
Our Ukraine, for example, complained
that former Kuchma supporters are join-
ing Mr. Lytvyn’s People’s Party to ingra-
tiate themselves with the new authorities
(razom.org.ua, July 4).

Mr. Lytvyn has fiercely responded by
accusing the People’s Union — Our Ukraine
and Ms. Tymoshenko’s representatives of
doing “everything in their power to dis-
credit the idea [of an election alliance] at its
birth” (Ukrayinska Pravda, July 7). He is
now threatening to have his party inde-
pendently contest the 2006 election.

Ukraine’s schools...

(Continued from page 3)

For the purpose of cooperation with
other religions, the program will also
help children become acquainted with
different non-Christian religious cultures
and traditions, their origins and their hol-
idays.

Lack of knowledge about Muslim or
Jewish religions may put a person on
guard and cause aggression and misun-
derstanding, “especially taking into con-
sideration the latest problems with terror-
ism, which is often wrongly connected
with the Muslim faith,” said Father
Yevstratyi.

The class will aim to foster a tolerant
attitude by people of different faith
toward each other, he said.

“We discussed the implementation of
the subject with other religions and had
no problems at first,” Father Yevstratyi
said. “Now the representatives of the
Jewish religion are wary and think the
subject might violate their rights. If a
child belongs to another religion, he will
have a choice to study either Christian
ethics or ordinary ethics in school.”

The representatives of the confessions
hope that the subject will give children
the moral and ethical principles that will
prevent violence and counter “street
upbringing.”

The Christian ethics course will not
resemble “God’s Law,” the course that
instructed children in the Orthodox belief
at the beginning of the 20th century.
Among the most important classes in the
school curriculum of that time, children
used to learn church rituals and how to
say prayers.

After the Bolshevik Revolution in
1918, the Council of People’s
Commissars issued a decree on the sepa-
ration of Church and state. Since that
time, the “God’s Law” course has not
been part of the school program. Only
atheism was taught in public schools dur-
ing 70-plus years of Communist rule in
Ukraine.

After the Soviet Union’s collapse,
many Ukrainians returned to the
Orthodox belief of their ancestors. The
Orthodox Church has been trying for
seven years to get some sort of Christian
ethics course introduced in Ukrainian
schools, holding press conferences and

writing letters of appeal, said Anatolii
Zatovskyi, an archpriest of the Ukrainian
Orthodox  Church - Moscow
Patriarchate.

Former Communist officials have
showed their religiousity mostly for
effect, and it always looked more like a
tribute to a fashionable trend, he
observed. Mr. Yushchenko was the first
president who proposed implementation
of a spiritual wealth course.

The plan is for the course to be taught
from the first through the 12th grades,
officials said. However, there might be a
lack of qualified teachers.

Instead of priests of a particular con-
fession teaching the course, teachers of
cultural studies will be needed. A two-
year program at the National University
of Ostroh Academy in the Rivne Oblast
is already preparing teachers for the
course.

Schools in Crimea, Donetsk and Kyiv
have already adopted the Christian ethics
course. So far, the subject has been
taught as an experimental one.

Five years ago, the subject was imple-
mented in Suhomlinskyi public school in
Kyiv. Vasylina Hairulina, the school’s
principal, said the program is very suc-
cessful and the children love the subject.

“Only once did parents take their chil-
dren away from our school,” Ms.
Hairulina said. “The father said he was a
militant atheist and he did not want his
children to study the subject.”

The position of the Ministry of
Education is that the Ukrainian govern-
ment has no right to force people of other
religions to study Christian ethics, said
Viktor Ohneviuk, the vice minister. “But
if a person is a Christian, we must give
him assistance without violating the law
or freedom,” he said.

About 40 percent of Ukraine’s citizens
approve the idea of the subject, according
to a survey conducted by the Razumkov
Center for Political and Economic
Research.

“In schools nowadays children may
only choose between atheism and athe-
ism,” Father Yevstratyi said. The hope is
that Ukrainian children will study
Christian ethics in schools beginning in
September this year.

“Only the ethics based on the authority
of the centuries-old history of people and
the authority of God’s word and Church
can be influential,” Father Yevstratyi said.
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Center for Ukrainian Canadian Studies offers eight courses in 2005-2006

WINNIPEG - The Center for
Ukrainian Canadian Studies exists to cre-
ate, preserve and communicate knowl-
edge that deals with Ukrainian
Canadians. Established in 1981, it pro-
vides undergraduate courses and interdis-
ciplinary programs of study in areas
relating to Ukraine and to the life of
Ukrainians in Canada. The center also
encourages and promotes research and
scholarship in all areas relating to
Ukrainian Canadian Heritage Studies.

The center will offer eight challenging
courses in the 2005-2006 academic year.
They are as follows.

e “The Ukrainian Arts in Canada”
(155.310) is a three-credit-hour course
taught during the first term (September-
December, 2005) on campus on
Wednesdays at 5-8 p.m. This is a study of
varied aspects of artistic performance and
production among Ukrainians in Canada,
past and present: music, theater, dance, cin-
ema, fine arts and architecture. The course
will focus on crucial trends and processes,
and adopt an evaluative approach in its
exploration of the above artistic phenome-
na. The instructors will be Dr. Robert
Klymasz and Dr. Denis Hlynka.

» “History of Ukraine” (011.255) is a
six-credit-hour course taught over both
terms (September-April, 2005-2006) on
campus on Mondays at 7-10 p.m. This
course is a survey of Ukrainian history
from the era of Kyivan Rus’ to modern
times. The instructors will be Dr. Stella
Hryniuk and Dr. Davis Daycock.

* “Issues in Ukrainian History: In Search
of a National Identity” (011.303) is a three-
credit-hour course taught in the second term
(January-April 2006) on campus on
Wednesdays at 7-10 p.m. The content of
this course varies, but focuses on providing
analyses of critical issues in Ukrainian his-
tory. This year’s course deals with issues
relevant to contemporary Ukrainian nation-
al identity, particularly in light of Ukraine’s
recently acquired independence. The
instructor will be Dr. Oleh Gerus.

e “Ukrainians in Canada” (011.391) is
a three-credit course taught in the second
term on campus on Tuesdays at 1-4 p.m.
This course examines the history of the
Ukrainian community in Canada. Topics

Internal divisions...

(Continued from page 3)

including whether to keep the steel giant
Kryvorizhstal in state hands or put it up
for a new privatization tender. The
Socialists, like the Communists and the
centrist opposition, are also hostile to
NATO membership.

Parliamentary bickering in the last week
before the summer recess also deepened
the rift with Verkhovna Rada Chairman
Volodymyr Lytvyn, whose People’s Party
is a potential member of the Ms.
Yushchenko coalition in the 2006 election
(see Eurasia Daily Monitor, July 8). Mr.
Lytvyn accused the government of prepar-
ing flawed bills in great haste and called
for greater debate about the merits of join-
ing the WTO. Mr. Lytvyn also accused the
government of being unwilling to cooper-
ate with Parliament (Inter TV, July 10).

Prime Minister Tymoshenko retorted
that Messrs. Lytvyn and Moroz were,
alongside the Communist-centrist oppo-
sition, also her opponents (Ukrayinska
Pravda, July 10). As for government
work on WTO legislation, she said,
“Don’t listen to these stupidities when
they say that the government submitted
something in haste, that it submitted
half-baked documents, that something
was not agreed with deputies” (1+1 TV,
July 10). In reality, “The government is
being obstructed from working,” Ms.
Tymoshenko alleged.

discussed include immigration, social
and political organizations, churches, cul-
tural assimilation and Ukrainian contri-
butions to Canada. The instructor will be
Dr. Alexandra Pawlowsky.

e “The Economy of Ukraine”
(018.251) is a three-credit course taught
in the first term on campus on
Mondays/Wednesdays/Fridays at 1:30-
2:30 p.m. It is a study of the Ukrainian
economy in Eastern Europe; socioeco-
nomic history, state and structure of the
Ukrainian economy within the former
Soviet Union; and prospects and prob-
lems of economic restructuring. The
instructor will be Dr. George Chuchman.

e “History of Eastern Christianity”
(020.135) is a six-credit course taught
over both terms on campus on Mondays/
Wednesdays/Fridays at 9:30-10:30 a.m.
This course examines the general history
of Eastern Christianity and studies the
doctrines and organization of the
Churches. The course will place special
emphasis on the Ukrainian Eastern
Christian religious tradition and its ethos
in Canada and the United States. The

instructor will be Dr. Roman Yereniuk.

e “Eastern Christianity in North
America” (020.252) is a three-credit
course taught in the first term on campus,
times to be announced. This course is a
survey of the history and institutions of
the major Eastern Christian bodies in
North America. Particular reference will
be made to the sociological and econom-
ic problems, the question of identity and
survival, and the problems of unity. The
instructor will be Dr. Yereniuk.

* “Early Byzantine Art and Architecture”
(054.328) is a three-hour credit course
taught in the sceond term on campus on
Tuesdays at 11:30 a.m.-2:30 p.m. This
course is a study of the origin and evolution
of early Byzantine art and architecture. The
instructor will be Dr. James Bugslag.

The courses can be taken for credit or
for general interest, as an option, or as a
component of programs in various depart-
ments in the faculties of arts and education.
The courses can be taken not only by uni-
versity students, but also by members of
the general public. In fact, the courses are
open to anyone interested in exploring the

Ukrainian Canadian heritage. Auditors,
mature students and seniors are welcome.
Although the University of Manitoba
Undergraduate Calendar may state that
prerequisites are required for many of
these courses, these can usually be waived
at the discretion of the instructor.

For students interested in specializing
in the area, the center offers interdiscipli-
nary programs in Ukrainian Canadian
Heritage Studies leading to a bachelor of
arts degree with a general major, an
advanced major, or a minor in the field.
Several awards are available for under-
graduate and graduate study, as well as
for highest standings in a course.

For further information readers may
contact: Dr. Alexandra Pawlowsky, assis-
tant to the director of the Center for
Ukrainian Canadian Studies, University
of Manitoba Winnipeg, Manitoba, R3T
2N2, phone, (204) 474-8905 or (204)
474-8906; fax, (204) 474-7624; e-mail,
cucs@cc.umanitoba.ca.

The center’s website is located at
www.umanitoba.ca/centres/ukrainian_ca
nadian/.
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Named fellow
of Radcliffe Institute

AMHERST, Mass. — Dr. Anna
Nagurney, the John F. Smith Memorial
Professor in the department of finance
and operations management at the
Isenberg School of Management,
University of Massachusetts, has been
selected as a Radcliffe Institute fellow
for the 2005-2006 academic year.

While at the Radcliffe Institute for
Advanced Study, Dr. Nagurney and the
50 other fellows will work on projects
ranging from pipeline issues in higher
education to cancer treatments and instal-
lation art on the theme of loss. Some will
work individually and across disciplines
on projects chosen for both quality and
long-term impact. Together, the fellows’
distinguished academic, professional and
creative endeavors are the center of a
scholarly community convened to pursue
and generate new knowledge.

Dr. Nagurney’s project is titled

“Dynamic Networks with Applications:
The Unified Theory of Projected
Dynamical Systems and Evolutionary
Variational Inequalities.”

“The purpose of a residential fellow-
ship like ours is to bring artists and schol-
ars together to interact in ways that will
change both them and their work,” said
Dean Drew Gilpin Faust. “We strive to
offer enough similarity — clusters of com-
mon intellectual concern — and enough
difference to generate intersections that
are predictable as well as ones that are
unanticipated and even surprising.”

This year’s pool of 782 fellowship
applicants was evaluated by two levels of
review. In the first level, at least two
leaders in each applicant’s field evaluat-
ed and ranked the applicant. The top 140
applicants were then submitted to the
final selection committee, which selected
the diverse class of 2005-2006 fellows.
This year’s 51 fellows, 40 women and 11
men, come from 42 different institutions
and include three international fellows
from three different countries.
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Thank you to all whose overwhelming support these last
few months — through phone calls, e~mails, letters, notes,
cards, fruit baskets, floral arrangements, meals for my
family, personal visits to the hospital and home, and most
especially prayers and masses — have made recuperation
from my mishap so much easier.

J thank you all and pray they God will bless you
at least ten~fold for all your goodness and kindness.
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Receives award
from Patriarch Filaret

PARMA, Ohio — Ever since the
Ukrainian Catholic Church in Ukraine
emerged from the underground, the Rev.
Msgr. Mitred Archpriest Michael B.
Rewtiuk, pastor of St. Josaphat
Ukrainian Catholic Cathedral in Parma,
Ohio, and vicar general of the eparchy,
has been instrumental in helping to repair
old churches, build new ones, provide
cars, sponsor seminarians, supply liturgi-
cal accouterments, etc.

On his most recent visit to Ukraine —
his seventh — on July 15-24, he traveled
with his mother, Anna Severyn, to Kyiv
to participate in the blessing of the St.
Anne Altar in the Basilian Monastery
which he sponsored in honor of his
mother. They also traveled to Zolochiv to
see St. Michael’s Ukrainian Catholic
Church, whose construction was almost
totally funded by Msgr. Rewtiuk, his
parishioners and friends.

Having heard from clergy and laity
about the monsignor’s fostering of cor-
dial relationships and ecumenical ties
with the Ukrainian Orthodox clergy and
faithful in the Cleveland-Parma area, as
well as in Ukraine, Patriarch Filaret
invited Msgr. Rewtiuk and his mother to

his residence in Kyiv on June 18.

The patriarch and the monsignor
exchanged gifts. The patriarch gave him
an autographed copy of the new
Ukrainian translation of the Bible, which
was translated by Patriarch Filaret him-
self and approved by Cardinal Lubomyr
Husar of the Ukrainian Greek-Catholic
Church. Monsignor’s mother received an
autographed copy of a Ukrainian prayer
book published by the Ukrainian
Orthodox Church — Kyiv Patriarchate.
Msgr. Rewtiuk presented Patriarch
Filaret with two books published by the
Ukrainian Catholic Eparchy of Parma on
the occasion of the Millennium of
Christianity in 1988 (a pictorial directory
and history of every parish and priest in
the eparchy and “Molod Khrystovi,”
1933-1988).

Patriarch Filaret then presented Msgr.
Rewtiuk with the Order of St. Michael
the Archangel and a certificate stating
that the medal has been given to him for
his role in the rebirth of spirituality in
Ukraine, and patriotic and ecumenical
activities.

Afterwards the patriarch treated the
monsignor and his mother to coffee and
sweets, during which time an informal
conversation took place regarding the
future and eventual reunion of the
Ukrainian Orthodox and Catholic
Churches.

Patriarch Filaret presents the Order of St. Michael the Archangel to Msgr.

Michael B. Rewtiuk.

UKRAINIAN BUILDERS OF CUSTOM HOMES
WEST COAST OF FLORIDA

TRIDENT DEVELOPMENT CORP.

« Over 25 years of building experience
« Bilingual
« Fully insured and bonded
+ Build on your lot or ours
» Highest quality workmanship

Thor W. Hron, President Lou Luzniak, Executive V.P.
(941) 270-2411 (941) 270-2413

Zenon Luzniak, General Contractor
Serving North Port, Venice, South Venice and area
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To The Weekly Contributors:

We greatly appreciate the materials — feature articles, news stories, press clippings, let-
ters to the editor, etc. — we receive from our readers. In order to facilitate preparation of
The Ukrainian Weekly, we ask that the guidelines listed below be followed.

#1 News stories should be sent in not later than 10 days after the occurrence of a given event.

41 All materials must be typed and double-spaced.

#1 Photographs (originals only, no photocopies or computer printouts) submitted for pub-
lication must be accompanied by captions. Photos will be returned only when so
requested and accompanied by a stamped, addressed envelope.

41 Full names (i.e., no initials) and their correct English spellings must be provided.

#1 Newspaper and magazine clippings must be accompanied by the name of the publi-
cation and the date of the edition.

#1Information about upcoming events must be received one week before the date the
information is to be published.

#1 Persons who submit any materials must provide a daytime phone number where they
may be reached if any additional information is required.

#1 Unsolicited materials submitted for publication will be returned only when so requested
and accompanied by a stamped, addressed envelope.

Mailing address: The Ukrainian Weekly, 2200 Route 10, P.O. Box 280, Parsippany, NJ 07054.

PLEASE NOTE: Materials may be sent to The Weekly also via e-mail to the address
staff@ukrweekly.com. Please do include your mailing address and phone number so that
we may contact you if needed to clarify any information.

Please call or send query via e-mail before electronically sending anything other than
Word documents. This applies especially to photos, as they must be scanned according to
our specifications in order to be properly reproduced in our newspaper.

Any questions? Call 973-292-9800.
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NEWSBRIEFS

(Continued from page 2)

ists of the 2004 Olympic Games in Athens
have declared their readiness to hand back
financial awards from the government, thus
expressing their support for former Prime
Minister Viktor Yanukovych, who was also
head of Ukraine’s National Olympic
Committee in 2004, Reuters reported on
July 7, citing a Kyiv-based newspaper.
Prosecutors are now investigating irregular-
ities in government awards to athletes while
Mr. Yanukovych was in office. Athens 2004
gold medalists received $100,000 each. The
champions, who include wrestlers Elbrus
Tedeyev and Iryna Merleni as well as gym-
nasts Valerii Honcharov and Yurii Nikitin,
signed an appeal to the Ukrainian leadership
and International Olympic Committee
President Jacques Rogge. They urge Mr.
Rogge to “use [his] great international
authority to stop government pressure” on
Mr. Yanukovych, and call on President
Viktor Yushchenko “to take the right deci-
sion, which will enable the athletic commu-
nity to work to good advantage.” (RFE/RL
Newsline)

Rabinovich buys Moscow paper

MOSCOW - The Media International
Group holding company of Ukrainian busi-
nessman Vadim Rabinovich has purchased
100 percent of the weekly newspaper
Moskovskie Novosti for an undisclosed
sum, Russian news agencies reported on
July 3, confirming rumors that had circulat-
ed in Moscow for several days. Previous
owner Leonid Nevzlin announced plans to
sell the weekly following a protracted con-
flict involving Editor-in-Chief Yevgenii
Kiselev. Mr. Kiselev announced his resigna-
tion on July 4, and Interfax on July 6 quoted
Mr. Rabinovich as promising to consult with
the newspaper’s editorial staff and board of
directors before naming a new editor in
chief. Mr. Rabinovich made his fortune in
non-media business interests but has been a
major player in the Ukrainian media for a
decade, Kommersant-Daily reported. He
was a co-founder of the private television
company 1+1 in 1995. (RFE/RL Newsline)

PM denies pilferage of Russian gas

KYIV - Prime Minister Yulia
Tymoshenko told journalists in Kyiv on
July 11 that Kyiv is not siphoning off
Russian gas that flows in transit across
Ukraine to Europe, Interfax-Ukraine
reported. “I would not like to see Ukraine
humiliated by statements that do not cor-
respond to reality,” Ms. Tymoshenko
said. She was referring to Russian
President Vladimir Putin’s comment last
week that Russia is ready to cooperate
with Ukraine provided that Kyiv does not
steal Russian gas. She also stressed that
Gazprom’s accusations last month that
7.8 billion cubic meters of Russian gas
disappeared from Ukraine are not true.
According to Ms. Tymoshenko, this gas
volume remains in Ukrainian storage
facilities. (RFE/RL Newsline)

Court freezes shares of ferroalloy giant

KYIV - Following a request from the
Procurator General’s Office, the Kyiv
Appellate Court has frozen 50 percent-
plus-one-share in the Nikopol Ferroalloy
Plant that belong to the Interpipe consor-
tium controlled by Ukrainian oligarch
Viktor Pinchuk, Interfax-Ukraine report-
ed on July 11. The shares were sold at
two auctions in 2003 for a total of 410
million hrv ($82 million at the current
exchange rate). The Nikopol Ferroalloy
Plant reportedly accounts for 11.5 per-
cent of the world market of ferroalloys.
Earlier this year the government man-
aged to annul the 2004 privatization of
the Kryvorizhstal steel mill, which was
partly owned by Mr. Pinchuk. (RFE/RL
Newsline)

Poroshenko accused as mastermind

KYTV — Socialist Party leaders on July 6
accused the secretary of the National
Security and Defense Council, Petro
Poroshenko, of leading a money laundering
operation that involves manipulating the
value-added tax. “I officially declare that
currently in Ukraine a dangerous clan is
operating which perpetuates Kuchmism in
the worst form,” said Mykola Melnyk, a
Socialist Party deputy. “The activity of his
clan is cynical and amoral.” Oleksander
Tretiakov, chief of Ukraine’s customs serv-
ice, was involved with Mr. Poroshenko in
an attempt to renew the black market in oil,
Mr. Melnyk alleged in the Verkhovna
Rada. Mr. Poroshenko’s press service com-
mented on July 7 that Mr. Melnyk’s state-
ment was based on materials gathered by
the Internal Affairs Ministry, the Security
Service of Ukraine and the State Tax
Administration in 2002-2004 “under an
agreement with the then President Leonid
Kuchma for discrediting opposition repre-
sentatives.” The press service added that
Mr. Poroshenko will sue Mr. Melnyk for
libel. Earlier last week former presidential
bodyguard Mykola Melnychenko passed to
Ukrainian media a secret tape containing
an alleged conversation of June 2000, in
which Mr. Poroshenko apparently discuss-
es with President Kuchma how to get rid of
Yulia Tymoshenko from the government of
Prime Minister Viktor Yushchenko. (Kyiv
Press Bureau, RFE/RL Newsline)

Our Ukraine regains right to its name

KYIV — The Our Ukraine’s People
Union, a party created earlier this year to
support the government of President Viktor
Yushchenko held a congress in Kyiv on
July 9, Ukrainian news agencies reported.
The congress introduced amendments to the
party’s statute, shortening the party’s name
to Our Ukraine, that is, to the name adopted
originally by an electoral bloc created by
Mr. Yushchenko for the 2002 parliamentary
elections. The move became possible after
the Justice Ministry ruled last week that the
Our Ukraine Party led by Viktor Pynzenyk,
which was called the Reforms and Order
Party until mid-2004, adopted its current
name unlawfully by encroaching upon
intellectual property rights of the Our
Ukraine bloc. Meanwhile, Mr. Pynzenyk,
whose Our Ukraine Party held a congress
the same day, told journalists that his organ-
ization is not going to change its current
name. Mr. Pynzenyk is finance minister in
the Cabinet of Prime Minister Yulia
Tymoshenko. (RFE/RL Newsline)

Yushchenko pushes WTO bills

KYIV — President Viktor Yushchenko has
urged the Verkhovna Rada, which adjourned
for summer vacation on July 8, to pass by
October six more bills necessary for Ukraine
to join the World Trade Organization (WTO)
this year, Interfax-Ukraine reported on July
8. During tumultuous votes last week, the
Ukrainian Parliament managed to adopt
eight bills from a 14-bill WTO-oriented
package. Verkhovna Rada Chairman
Volodymyr Lytvyn said on the Inter televi-
sion channel on July 10 that the government
prepared the WTO-oriented bills in great
haste and put undue pressure on parliament
to approve them. “Don’t listen to these stu-
pidities, when they say that the government
submitted something in haste, that it submit-
ted half-baked documents, that something
was not agreed with lawmakers,” Prime
Minister Yulia Tymoshenko responded on
the 1+1 television channel the same day.
“When you hear such criticisms of the gov-
ernment, you should know that the govern-
ment is being obstructed from working.”
(RFE/RL Newsline)

Conflict continues over Ternopil church
TERNOPIL — On the night of June 20
(Continued on page 23)
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representatives of the Ukrainian Orthodox
Church — Kyiv Patriarchate (UOC-KP)
community of the village of Zazdrist,
Ternopil region, tore off police seals, broke
the lock and broke down the metal doors in
the Church of the Exaltation of the Cross,
according to the local newspaper, which
quoted the press secretariat of the Eparchy
of Ternopil and Zboriv of the Ukrainian
Greek-Catholic Church (UGCC).
Archbishop Iov (Pavlyshyn) of Ternopil
and Kremenets of the UOC-KP also com-
mented on the situation for RISU. On June
20, the feast of the Holy Trinity, the UOC-
KP community, headed by their priest, took
the church for its own use, thus violating
order No. 300 of the head of the district
administration of May 31. The order says,
among other things: “Until the issue of the
temporary successive use of the church is
settled by the communities, [we] recom-
mend that the keys of the church be kept in
the executive committee of the Zazdrist vil-
lage council.” Previously, the UGCC com-
munity, which owns the church, agreed to
hold religious services by taking turns, but
the UOC-KP community turned the offer
down. The press secretariat of the Ternopil
Eparchy of the UGCC noted: “The UGCC
community of the village of Zazdrist is dis-
appointed by the actions of the district
authorities and reserves the right to demand
observance of the Ukrainian law in the
higher institutions of the state, being also
prepared to begin civic acts through which
to ask the involvement of Ukrainian
President Viktor Yushchenko in the con-
flict.” Archbishop Iov (Pavlyshyn) of
Ternopil and Kremenets of the UOC-KP
told RISU the Orthodox community, which
comprises over 80 percent of the village’s
population, had been using the church. On
May 12 the faithful of the UGCC commu-
nity of Zazdrist occupied the religious
building, leaving the UOC-KP faithful with
no church. According to the archbishop, on
June 20 the UOC-KP faithful took their
church back. Archbishop Iov, who is deter-
mined to make peace between the conflict-
ing sides, met with both communities, as
well as representatives of the regional and
district authorities. The village also has a
large abandoned Roman Catholic church,
which the archbishop proposed both con-
gregations should repair together. After that,
each congregation should be allowed to
choose one of the church buildings, thus
resolving the problem. On July 8 Orthodox
priests of three eparchies in western
Ukrainian Ternopil met with Oblast
Chairman Ivan Stoiko to express their
protest against his decision that the church
be used alternately by the UOC-KP and the
UGCC. (Religious Information Service of
Ukraine)

Ukrainian Christian films win awards

MIENSK - Two Ukrainian projects,
namely the documentary “Christmas
Together” by the Ukrainian Catholic
University and the children’s Christian TV
program “Hope,” received awards at the
first International Catholic Festival of
Christian Films and Programs “Magnificat
2005,” which took place in Belarus on June
24-25. Works from Belarus, Ukraine,
Russia, Poland, Thailand, Mexico and
France were represented at the festival,
organized by the SIGNIS-Belarus Catholic
Association on Communications, the Curia
of the Vitebsk Diocese of the Roman
Catholic Church, the publishing house of
the Dialog Religious and Cultural Journal
and the Stop-Cadre Independent Studio. The
jury, which consisted of film critics, writers,
TV and radio crews, directors and others
evaluated the entries. Ukraine was repre-
sented by two projects. The film “Christmas
Together” tells about Christmas celebrations
that took place in Ukraine in January. The
TV program “Hope,” which airs on national

TV every Thursday at 3:20 p.m., is pro-
duced by the Clara Catholic Multimedia
Studio in central Ukrainian Vinnytsia under
the patronage of the Order of the Minor
Capuchin Friars. “Christmas Together”
received a special award for “implementing
the idea of ecumenism on screen.” “Hope”
received an honorary award “for faithful-
ness to Christian values in educating chil-
dren by means of audio-visual culture.”
(Religious Information Service of Ukraine)

CORRECTION

An Interfax item cited by RFE/RL
Newsline which was included in
Newsbriefs on May 29 incorrectly stated
that 76 percent of the respondents in a
survey conducted by Democratic
Initiatives strongly favored granting the
Russian language official status in
Ukraine. In fact, in two separately posed
questions, 36.9 percent favored nation-
wide official status for the Russian lan-
guage, while 39.6 percent favored offi-
cial status for Russian only for regions in
which a majority wants it. Some news
services apparently added the two figures
to get the erroneous result of more than
76 percent support for the Russian lan-
guage’s official status. The correct fig-
ures were cited by an Ukrinform report.
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Soyuzivka’s Datebook

July 17-July 22,2005

Chemney Day Camp — Session #1,

for ages 4-7

July 17-July 23, 2005

Discovery Camp — Session #2,
for ages 8-12

Adventure Camp — Session #1,
for ages 13-16

July 20,2005

Hutsul Night featuring Olya Fryz &

Vidlunnia with Olga Barabash-
Turgineva

July 22,2005

Odessa Seafood Night featuring
Olya Fryz & Vidlunnia with
Olga Barabash-Turgineva and
Chemney Camp Performance

July 22-24, 2005

Ukrainian Language Immersion
Weekend offered at SUNY
New Paltz

July 23,2005
Zabava with Oberehy, 10 pm

July 24-July 29,2005
Chemney Day Camp — Session #2,
for ages 4-7

July 24-July 30, 2005

Discovery Camp — Session #3,
for ages 8-12

Adventure Camp — Session #2,
for ages 13-16

July 24-August 6, 2005
Teachers Seminar, Ukrainian
Educational Council

anftaafan MM M N

August 6, 2005
Afternoon Barabolya Show with
Ron Cahute and company,

followed by entertainment by the

band HRIM; Saturday Zabava

with Burya on Veselka Patio and

DJ in Veselka Hall

August 7, 2005
UNWLA Day and Sunday concert

August 7-20, 2005
Traditional Ukrainian Folk
Dance Camp

August 12, 2005

Tiki Bar Entertainment featuring
Vidlunnia with Olga Barabash-
Turgineva

August 13,2005
Miss Soyuzivka Weekend
and Zabava with Tempo

August 19, 2005
Tiki Bar Entertainment featuring
Zuki & friend, 10 pm

August 19-20, 2005
Exhibit - Kozak family paintings

August 20, 2005
Dance Camp Performance
and Zabava with Fata Morgana

August 27, 2005
Wedding
Zabava with Halychany, 10 pm

September 2-5, 2005

Labor Day Festivities

Sept. 2, Tiki Bar Entertainment
featuring LUNA, 10 pm

L

-

PREVIEW OF EVENTS

Saturday, July 30:

HUNTER, N.Y.: The “Music at the
Grazhda” Chamber Music Society —
Alexandre Brussilovsky, violin; Solomiya
Ivakhiv, violin; Borys Deviatov, viola;
Natalia Khoma, cello; Volodymyr
Vynnytsky, piano — marks its second sea-
son as the Music and Art Center of Greene
County’s (MACGC) resident ensemble.
Comprising the concert program are works
by Kodaly, Barber and Chausson.Venue:
Grazhda, Route 23 A. Time: 8 p.m. Tickets
available at the door for $15; $12 for mem-
bers and seniors; students, free. Profiles of
Grazhda performers, as well as general
information — performance schedules,
changes and updates, driving directions
and membership information, are available
online at: www.GrazhdaMusicandArt.org.
Information is also available by calling
(518) 263-4335 (July 13-September 3).

Friday-Sunday, August 12-14

WARREN, Mich.: The 19th annual
Ukrainian Sunflower Festival, which will
be held at 26401 St. Josaphat Drive, is
among the most popular and largest ethnic
summer festivals in Michigan, attracting
25,000 people every year. The festival will
take place on August 12 at 5 p.m.-mid-
night, August 13 at noon-midnight and
August 14 at noon-10:30 p.m. This three
day-event will feature amusement rides,
traditional Ukrainian food, folk dancing in
traditional costumes, plus exhibitions and
demonstrations of Ukrainian folk crafts,
especially embroidery and ceramics.
Festival entertainment includes perform-
ances by the Ukraina, Echoes of Ukraine

and Barvinok dance ensembles, and music
by several bands, including Dunai, Ephyra
and Foghat. The parishes of two Detroit-
area Ukrainian Catholic churches,
Immaculate Conception Church in
Hamtramck, and St. Josaphat Parish in
Warren, began the festival during the
1980s to bring Ukrainian communities
together, and to share the beauty and
importance of the Ukrainian heritage, cul-
ture and traditions with other Americans.
The Ukrainian Sunflower Festival raises
funds in support of Immaculate
Conception Ukrainian Catholic Schools
located in Warren. For more information
call Andrew Zeleney, (586) 427-7795, or
visit the festival website at
http://www.sunflowerfestival.org/.

ADVANCE NOTICE
Sunday, September 11

HILLSIDE, N.J.: Religious education
classes for children will begin shortly before
the 10:45 a.m. Sunday liturgy at the
Immaculate Conception Ukrainian Catholic
Church, located at Liberty Avenue and Bloy
Street. The program is designed for children
from pre-school (age 3) through Grade 8.
After liturgy on September 11, parents will
have the opportunity to speak with the pas-
tor, Father Joseph Szupa, and the religious
education teaching staff about the program.
For further details, please contact either
Patricia Shatynski, (908) 322-7350; Mike
Szpyhulsky, (908) 289-0127; Joe Shatynski,
(973) 599-9381 by August 14. Additional
information may be found on the parish
website, www.byzantines.net/immaculate-
conception.

Share The Weekly with a colleague.
Order a gift subscription by writing to: Subscription Department, The Ukrainian Weekly,
2200 Route 10, P.O. Box 280, Parsippany, NJ 07054. Cost: $55 (or $45 if your colleague is a UNA member).
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14th Anniversary Greetings
2200 Rt. 10

PO Box 280

Parsippany, NJ 07054

Tel.: (973) 292-9800 ext. 3040

To book a room or event call: (845) 626-5641, ext. 140
216 Foordmore Road P.O. Box 529
Kerhonkson, NY 12446
E-mail: Soyuzivka@aol.com

Website: www.Soyuzivka.com m
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