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OTTAWA — Ukraine is not responsible for its eco-
nomic crisis, Foreign Affairs Minister Hennadii
Udovenko told a breakfast meeting at the National Press
Club in Ottawa on March 5. 

He explained that his country still is feeling the
effects of the Soviet Union’s demise at the end of 1991.
“We were part of the Soviet economy,” said Mr.
Udovenko. “We were inexperienced in managing our
economy. When the Soviet Union collapsed, the
Ukrainian economy collapsed.” 

Mr. Udovenko, who served as Ukraine’s ambassador
to the United Nations and Poland before becoming for-
eign affairs minister, said the international community
was unfair in offering Ukraine conditional financial aid. 

“We inherited this huge nuclear arsenal from the
Soviet Union, which made us the third largest nuclear
power in the world. And we still suffer from it,” he said.
“When we have been promised financial support, it
always comes with the plea, ‘Please disarm.’ Well,
there are still a lot of missiles and fuel from that arsenal
left that we don’t have the technical expertise to
destroy.”

Last May, Ukraine dismantled its 63 remaining
nuclear warheads, in keeping with its previous declara-
tions that it is a non-nuclear state.

Mr. Udovenko made this, his second official visit to
Canada, at the invitation of Foreign Affairs Minister
Lloyd Axworthy. 

Heavy snow on March 4 delayed the arrival of the
Ukrainian foreign affairs minister’s flight to Ottawa. As
a result, a planned meeting with Prime Minister Jean
Chrétien had to be re-scheduled for the following day. 

In 1994, the Ukrainian foreign affairs minister was a
member of President Leonid Kuchma’s delegation to
Canada. That fall, Mr. Kuchma attended a special meet-
ing devoted to Ukraine, which was organized in
Winnipeg by the Group of Seven industrialized coun-
tries to help Ukraine gain financial footing. 

In his March 5 talks with Mr. Axworthy, Mr.
Udovenko discussed European security, the expansion
of NATO and arms control. 

Though Ukraine is not actively seeking membership
in NATO, it is seeking a special agreement with the
alliance. Mr. Udovenko said the Ukrainian government
supports extending the organization’s membership east-
ward. Poland, Hungary and the Czech Republic could
enter the NATO alliance by 1999, if they are given the
go-ahead at the NATO meeting scheduled for July in
Madrid. 

Mr. Udovenko said that Ukraine’s Constitution and its
membership in the Council of Europe has helped to ensure
human rights protection. “Our membership in the council
gives citizens the right to challenge decisions made at the
executive or judicial levels in Ukraine,” he said. 

And, despite Ukraine’s sluggish economy, Mr.
Udovenko said there are several hopeful signs of a turn-
around, including the introduction of the hryvnia last fall. 

“For decades, we had no banking system,” he said.
“Our banks were state-run Soviet banks. Now that we
have our own currency, we will be able to pursue
alliances with other European countries. We are show-
ing the world that we have moved from a centralized to
a market-based economy.” 

Last year, trade between Canada and Ukraine totaled
$53 million (about $40 million U.S.).

Udovenko in Canada
for bilateral meetings

Metropolitan Constantine presents Archbishop Vsevolod (center) with a staff during the enthronement ceremony. 

by Khristina Lew

CHICAGO — Bishop Vsevolod (Majdansky) was
enthroned archbishop of the Western Eparchy of the
Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the U.S.A. by
Metropolitan Constantine at St. Volodymyr Cathedral
here on March 2. The elevation of the former primate of
the Ukrainian Orthodox Church of America to archbish-
op of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the U.S.A. is
the first manifestation of the two Churches’ decision in
November 1996 to unite into one body, the Ukrainian
Orthodox Church of the U.S.A. 

Enthronement proceedings began with the vesting of the
hierarchy and a divine liturgy at St. Volodymyr Cathedral
(Archbishop Vsevolod’s cathedral see) concelebrated by
Metropolitan Constantine, Archbishops Antony and
Vsevolod, three archimandrites and priests. In the spirit of
ecumenism, Ukrainian Catholic Bishops Basil Losten of
Stamford and Michael Wiwchar of the St. Nicholas
Eparchy of Chicago stood by the altar. Over 150 Ukrainian
Orthodox faithful from Chicago-area parishes attended. 

At the conclusion of the divine liturgy, Metropolitan
Constantine installed Vsevolod as archbishop of the

newly created Western Eparchy, which encompasses the
region between Detroit, Mexico and Hawaii, and pre-
sented him with a staff, “the external manifestation of a
bishop’s power and grace to rule his eparchy.” 

In addressing the faithful, Metropolitan Constantine
said that the unification of the two Ukrainian Orthodox
Churches into one body was done “for the good of our
Church in the United States and for the good of our
Church and people of Ukraine.”

The newly enthroned archbishop echoed the metropoli-
tan’s sentiment and called for the divided Ukrainian
Orthodox Churches in Ukraine to unite into one Ukrainian
Church. He thanked God “for giving unity to the Ukrainian
Orthodox Church beyond the borders of Ukraine” and said,
“we must hope for unity to reign in our native Ukraine.”

The recently united Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the
U.S.A. has been restructured into three eparchies. The
Eastern Eparchy, with 46 parishes, is headed by Archbishop
Antony; its cathedral see is New York. The Central
Eparchy, led by Metropolitan Constantine, has 36 parishes;
its see will be Parma, Ohio. Archbishop Vsevolod oversees

Vsevolod enthroned archbishop of united Orthodox Church

(Continued on page 11)
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by Roman Woronowycz
Kyiv Press Bureau

KYIV — A Ukrainian delegation from the Cabinet
of Ministers, meeting in Moscow with its Russian
counterpart to resolve issues regarding the “zero
option” settlement of the former Soviet Union’s
wealth, came away with nothing.

The group, led by Vice Prime Minister Viktor
Pynzenyk and Vice Minister for Foreign Affairs
Anton Buteiko, was in the Kremlin the week of
March 3 to obtain specific numbers on the value of
Soviet assets today in Russia’s hands.

They were looking for information on gold and dia-
mond reserves, hard currency in international banks
and the old central state banking system of the Soviet
Union, and property  abroad, as well as evidence of the
real debt the Soviet Union left behind after it crumbled.

According to Mykola Doroshenko, director of the
Russia section in the CIS department of Ukraine’s
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, who took part in the talks,
the delegation was told time and again by Russian Vice
Prime Minister Valeriy Serov that “the information is
not available.” A Finance Ministry official insisted that

Khristina Lew

Ukrainian-Russian “zero option” settlement is stalled
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Aslund urges speedy tax reform 

KYIV — A leading Western economist
urged Ukraine on March 4 to approve a tax
reform package and the overdue budget
quickly to achieve stability and growth.
“Ukraine needs more profound reform
than originally expected,” Anders Aslund,
a director of the Soros International
Economic Advisory Group, told a meeting
of economists and government officials.
“The draft laws should be passed more
quickly,” he said. Mr. Aslund commented
that corruption, a punitive tax system and a
high degree of regulation were impeding
economic growth, forecast at zero this year
after the economy shrank 10 percent in
1996. (Reuters)

Defense minister denies allegations

KYIV — Ukraine’s Defense Minister
Oleksander Kuzmuk denied allegations
by Russian Duma Deputy Sergei Baburin
that the upcoming NATO naval exercises
in Ukraine are to include training for
fighting against separatists, Ukrainian
radio reported on March 3. Mr. Baburin’s
claims implied that the maneuvers were
directed against separatism in Crimea.
Minister Kuzmuk said the objective of
the training was to offer humanitarian aid
to a fictitious “Orange republic” that had
just suffered an earthquake. The minister
also denied that allowing U.S. naval
ships to participate in the exercises was
meant to put pressure on Russian ships in
Sevastopol. (OMRI Daily Digest)

Committee to handle investors’ complaints 

KYIV — In an effort to boost foreign
investment in Ukraine, President Leonid
Kuchma has created a committee to deal
with investors’ complaints, the presiden-
tial press service said on March 4. Many
foreign investors have complained that it
is too hard to start a business in Ukraine,
which has attracted only $1.4 billion in
investment since independence in 1991,
because of demands for bribes, complex
laws, and high taxes. “The chief task of
this consultative and advisory body is to
prepare and present to the Ukrainian
president — or, on his orders, to govern-
ment departments — ideas to prevent
conflict situations from developing,” the
president’s order stated. President
Kuchma appointed Roman Shpek, chair-
man of the National Agency for
Reconstruction and Development, as
head of the new body. (Reuters)

Ukraine denies selling nerve gas to China

BEIJING — Newspapers in Hong
Kong and Taiwan have accused Ukraine
of selling 500 tons of sarin nerve gas to
China, ITAR-TASS reported on March 3.

An unnamed official at the Ukrainian
Embassy in Beijing denied the reports,
calling them “groundless conjectures.”
Other papers and observers also regarded
the charges with skepticism, noting that
China itself had been a victim of chemical
warfare and has always come out against
chemical weapons. (OMRI Daily Digest)

Yeltsin, Clinton discuss summit agenda 

MOSCOW — In a February 27 tele-
phone conversation, Presidents Boris
Yeltsin and Bill Clinton agreed on an agen-
da for their March 20-21 summit in
Helsinki, Russian and Western agencies
reported. The meeting will focus on three
broad topics: European security and NATO
expansion, arms control, and bilateral eco-
nomic ties. Other issues, such as the eva-
sion of U.S. export controls on supercom-
puters by the Russian Ministry of Atomic
Energy could also come up. The Journal of
Commerce reported on February 27 that
the U.S. may ask Moscow to return the
IBM RS/6000 SP computer it recently
bought through an unspecified European
middleman. The computer can perform 10
billion theoretical operations per second
(MTOPS), while U.S. regulations require
individual approval of any sales to Russia
of computers capable of more than 2,000
MTOPS. (OMRI Daily Digest)

Yeltsin, Primakov discuss NATO, summit 

MOSCOW — Russian Foreign
Minister Yevgenii Primakov on March 2
briefed President Boris Yeltsin on his
recent visits to Brussels, Oslo,
Copenhagen and London. Mr. Primakov
said progress had been made on the pro-
posed Russia-NATO charter, but he and
Yeltsin agreed that any such agreement
must not only address Russian “concerns”
but be legally “binding,” at which alliance
leaders have balked. President Yeltsin also
ordered Mr. Primakov to visit Washington
to finalize preparations for the March 20-
21 U.S.-Russian summit in Helsinki.
Addressing the Royal Institute of
International Affairs in London on
February 28, Minister Primakov argued
that Western policies aimed at expanding
NATO and hampering CIS integration
were damaging Russia’s relations with the
West. He added that Moscow wants a
moratorium on NATO enlargement.
(OMRI Daily Digest)

Ukraine, Romania agree on treaty draft 

KYIV — Ukraine’ First Vice Minister
for Foreign Affairs Anton Buteiko and his
Romanian counterpart, Dumitru Ceausu,
initialed a draft of a basic treaty on

(Continued on page 18)

by Sasha Oleksandriv
Intelnews Business Journal

KYIV — Ukraine’s industrial decline
slowed to 5.1 percent in 1996, down
from 12.7 percent in 1995, according to
the Statistics Ministry’s final 1996
macroeconomics report. The report does
not includes figures reflecting the shad-
ow (or unofficial) economy.

Industrial output
Industrial output in December 1996

alone due to seasonable cycle was 3.3
percent lower than in November 1996,
and 5.1 percent lower than in December
1995.

Within industrial sectors, the energy
and housing materials industries fared
worst of all. About 70.3 million tons of
coal, Ukraine’s main domestic energy
source, were extracted in 1996, 16.0 per-
cent less than 1995. Coke coal extraction
in the same period was 26.7 million tons,
9.4 percent less than in 1995. Ukraine’s
electricity generation declined 5.7 per-
cent to 181 billion kilowatt- hours in
1996. Oil processing dropped 20.1 per-
cent: fuel oil production dropped 22.9
percent, the output of gasoline decreased
5.1 percent, and output of diesel fuel
dropped 9.9 percent. 

The disappointing oil processing
results are strange because oil extraction
in Ukraine – 4.1 million tons – actually
increased 0.2 percent over 1995. Natural
gas extraction also increased some 1.4
percent to 18.4 billion cubic meters.

The construction materials industry
decreased output of cement to 5.04 mil-
lion tons in 1996, down 33.8 percent.
Brick production declined 35.7 percent to
2.10 billion bricks in this period. 

Ukraine’s 1996 steel production rose
0.1 percent from 1995 to 22.33 million
tons. Rolled metal output rose 2.7 per-
cent to 17.05 million tons, and steel pipe
production increased 25.6 percent to
2.001 million tons.

Consumer goods production 
Ukraine produced 22.3 billion worth

of consumer goods in 1996, down 20.2
percent or 5.6 billion hryvni from the
same period of 1995. Total retail sales in
1996 totaled 15.69 billion hrv, down 11.4

percent from 1995. 
Ukrainian-made clothing and electron-

ics continued to nosedive. Production of
fabric decreased 35.3 percent to 109.3
million square meters, knitted garments
tumbled 52.7 percent to 12.0 million
items, and footwear production fell 37.5
percent to 12.4 million pairs.

The production of televisions declined
52.6 percent to 114,900 units, including
29,100 color TVs; tape recorder produc-
tion declined 58.4 percent to 43,700
units; refrigerator production decreased
22.3 percent to 430,600 units; washing
machine output decreased 32.6 percent to
144,500 units, and radio production fell
61.9 percent to 46,800 units.

Inflation 
As has been reported worldwide, 1996

was the year that Ukraine wrestled infla-
tion under control. 

Wholesale prices for industrial goods
rose 17.3 percent in 1996, but 12.5 per-
cent of that growth was in the first six
months, slowing to 4.3 percent in the
second half of 1996. According to the
Statistics Ministry, wholesale prices
rose just 0.9 percent in December 1996

Specifically, wholesale food prices
increased 4.0 percent last year.
Electricity prices, however, surged 14.3
percent in the 1996 annual period and 1.9
percent in December versus November
1996, due to a phasing out of subsidies. 

Machinery products increased 27.8 per-
cent in 1996 (0.9 percent in December).
Lumber, wood and pulp products
increased 24.1 percent (0.2 percent in
December). Construction materials
increased 22.0 percent (0.1 percent in
December). Light industry goods
increased 17.5 percent, (falling 0.1 percent
in December). Ferrous metals increased
11.8 percent, (increasing 2.0 percent in
December). Fuel prices increased 8.1 per-
cent (unchanged in December).

Inflation on the consumer market
decreased to 0.9 percent in December,
down from 1.2 percent in November, 1.5
percent in October, and 2.0 percent in
September. Preliminary data on January
consumer prices, however, showed a
marked increase of over 2 percent in the
month.

Statistics Ministry report shows
slowdown in industrial decline

WASHINGTON — Nicholas E.
Hollis, president of the Agribusiness
Council (ABC), recently visited Poland
and Ukraine and called for more cooper-
ative exchanges between agribusiness
leaders in the two countries.

In prepared remarks before the second
annual Polish Agribusiness Association
conference, Mr. Hollis urged the Polish
non-profit group to assist interested
Ukrainians to form a counterpart associa-
tion in the breadbasket of the former
USSR.

“No matter what level of privatization
emerges,” Mr. Hollis stated, “the global-
ization of agriculture places a premium
on organization, and Ukraine needs to get
its food system better organized.”

During meetings in Kyiv and in out-
lying districts, Mr. Hollis pressed his
theme, noting that Ukraine’s heartland
is not realizing its productive capability
and could benefit by setting up a new
association, possibly in cooperation

with the Polish Agribusiness
Association, to tap into outside markets
and obtain additional information on
new technologies.

The Agribusiness Council, a U.S.-
based non-profit association in its 30th
year of operation, helped created the
Polish counterpart in 1995 and is provid-
ing association management training as
part of a memorandum of understanding
signed by each association’s chief execu-
tive.

Following Mr. Hollis’ debriefing visit
to Warsaw, the Polish Agribusiness
Association issued invitations to a num-
ber of Ukrainian agricultural leaders to
visit Warsaw for discussions. Travel sup-
port for the Ukrainian delegation will be
provided by PL/ABC and European
(FAPA) assistance programs.

For further information on the
Poland/Ukraine initiative contact Ewa
Skubiz at (202) 887-9178 by fax, or call
(202) 296-4563.

Agribusiness Council official calls 
for Ukrainian-Polish cooperation
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Ukraine’s macroeconomics



by Michael Sawkiw Jr.
Ukrainian National Information Service

WASHINGTON — With the introduction of President
Bill Clinton’s budget on February 6, both the administra-
tion and Capitol Hill are prepared for tough negotiations.
Of particular interest is the president’s request for an
increase in the international affairs budget (Function 150).
According to leading pollsters, the majority of Americans
believe the U.S. government spends nearly 20 percent of
the federal budget on international affairs, when in reality
the amount is approximately 1 percent. 

Congress will now begin the difficult task of autho-
rizing appropriations for Function 150. While acknowl-
edging America’s role as the defender and promoter of
democracy, Congress faces a formidable challenge. For
Fiscal Year (FY) 1998, the budget request for interna-
tional affairs is $19.451 billion – an increase of $800
million from FY 1997. 

This request includes the following proposed initia-
tives: funding for assistance to the new independent states
(NIS) – $900 million (an increase of 40 percent over the
FY 1997 request of $640 million); financing for the
Partnership for Peace (PFP) program – $70 million;
underwriting programs for the United States Information
Agency (USIA) – $1.1 billion; and financing for the
International Military Education and Training (IMET)
program – $50 million. The above-mentioned programs
all relate to categories under which Ukraine would receive
financial assistance, whether directly or indirectly. 

The request for Ukraine, under the funding for the
NIS, remains almost steady at $225.5 million – an
increase of only $500,000 from 1997. At the same time,
there is a proposed 150 percent increase in funding for
Russia (the level jumps from $95.4 million in FY 1997
to $241.5 million for FY 1998). The over-all increase
for the NIS is a positive development over the trend of
the past several years which was marked by decreasing
international assistance. 

The increase is divided among nine out of 12 NIS recip-
ient countries. On the short end of the stick are Armenia,
Belarus and Ukraine. For the last couple of years Armenia
has received increasing amounts of aid; this year, $15 mil-
lion below last year’s $95 million was requested. Ukraine,
a strategic ally of the United States received a meager .2
percent increase over last year’s earmark of $225 million.
All other countries received at least a 33 percent increase
and an NIS average of 61 percent (excluding Russia which
received a 150 percent increase and Tajikistan’s 250 per-
cent increase) in the presidential budget request.

All the programs for specific countries of the NIS
will fall under two categories of assistance: the tradi-
tional technical assistance (i.e., support for democracy-
building initiatives, macro-economic stabilization, etc.)
and non-traditional programs under the Partnership for
Freedom (PFF). 

PFF will be constructed under the premise of increasing
support for lucrative trade and commerce, anti-crime pre-
vention programs, and the consolidation of past economic
and political reforms. This initiative will be administered

Tough negotiations ahead 
for Clinton budget proposal by Roma Hadzewycz

NEW YORK — Ukraine’s Foreign Minister
Hennadii Udovenko is a strong candidate for president
of the General Assembly, Ambassador Anatolii Zlenko
announced during a February 28 briefing here at
Ukraine’s Mission to the United Nations.

The position was described by Ambassador Zlenko as
a part-time job that requires six months on the job at the
U.N. There are no plans to replace Mr. Udovenko as
foreign affairs minister, he added.

The president of the U.N. General Assembly is elected
annually, along with 21 vice-presidents and the chairper-
sons of seven main committees. The presidency rotates
among five regional groups of states: African, Asian,
Eastern European, Latin American and Western
European. Minister Udovenko needs the endorsement of
the East European regional group to be elected in March-
April to the post of the No. 3 man at the United Nations. 

Ambassador Zlenko made the announcement of
Minister Zlenko’s candidacy during a meeting with
Ukrainian American community leaders and the press at
which he, as Ukraine’s permanent representative to the
United Nations, provided a summary of developments
that have taken place during the 51st session of the
General Assembly. 

Strengthening Ukraine’s international position
Ukraine’s participation in the world body is charac-

terized first and foremost, he said, “by efforts to
strengthen its position in the international arena.”

“The year 1996 was marked by continued reinforce-
ment of Ukraine’s international positions, including its
role in international organizations, especially the United
Nations,” he emphasized.

Ukraine took part in all major debates, including
those touching on disarmament (both nuclear and con-
ventional weapons), reform of the U.N., peacekeeping
and security issues, international terrorism and orga-
nized crime, and social-economic development.

At the same time, “Ukraine is not a passive observer
of bloody events that take place on various points of our
planet,” Mr. Zlenko noted, adding that in 1996 Ukraine
participated in six peacekeeping operations of the U.N.:
Eastern Slavonia, Angola, Tajikistan, the former
Yugoslav republic of Macedonia, Croatia and Bosnia-
Hercegovina. In all, 777 persons from Ukraine took part

in these operations, placing Ukraine in 15th place
among the 71 participating states (according to the size
of its contingent).

Another goal of Ukraine’s representation at the United
Nations cited by Ambassador Zlenko is integrating
Ukraine into the world economy. He also reported that
Ukraine proposed the creation within the U.N. system of
a concrete mechanism for countering the negative effects
of sanctions on third-party countries. The resolution
passed by consensus during the 51st session of the
General Assembly provides for aid to such countries.

Ukraine’s debt to the United Nations

Of course, Ukraine continued to speak out about the
lingering effects of the Chornobyl nuclear accident, Mr.
Zlenko reported. As well, its delegation tried to obtain
amelioration of Ukraine’s debt to the U.N., which was
increased to make up for the debt of the USSR. Ukraine
acknowledges that it owes $185 million to the interna-
tional organization; however, it does not want to pay the
USSR debt of $61 million that it was assessed. 

Last year Ukraine paid in $20 million to the U.N.;
this year it has already paid in another $2 million. In this
manner, “Ukraine underlines it respect and support for
the United Nations,” Ambassador Zlenko emphasized. 

In conclusion, Mr. Zlenko pointed out that during the
51st session Ukraine had 52 appearances before the
General Assembly — 49 of them in the English lan-
guage. And, he added, the “Assembly’s 52nd session
promises to be even more important for Ukraine,” as
Minister Udovenko has an excellent chance of being
elected its president. 

“With each month, the authority of Ukraine as an
independent state grows,” he said, adding that Ukraine
participates in all working groups at the General
Assembly and, indeed, is welcomed there because of its
delegates’ competence. “Ukraine has assumed its right-
ful place as a great European state,” he stated. 

Asked for his impressions of a colleague, U.S.
Secretary of State Madeleine K. Albright, who previous-
ly served as the U.S. ambassador to the U.N.,
Ambassador Zlenko said: “I have great respect for her,
for her professionalism and capabilities, for her under-
standing of international affairs and her understanding
of Ukraine. I am convinved she will treat us with the
respect due an independent state.”

Udovenko is candidate for U.N. General Assembly

by Roman Woronowycz
Kyiv Press Bureau

KYIV — Verkhovna Rada Deputy Yukhym
Zviahilskyi, the former prime minister of Ukraine under
President Leonid Kravchuk who fled to Israel in 1994
amid charges of embezzlement, returned to Ukraine on
March 3 after the Verkhovna Rada reinstated his legisla-
tive immunity from prosecution.

In 1994 Mr. Zviahilskyi was accused by Procurator
General of Ukraine Vladyslav Datsiuk of  central
involvement in the disappearance of $25 million in an
aviation fuel scandal. Those charges have never been
proved, and Mr. Zviahilskyi was never formally
charged. 

The Procurator General’s Office recently announced
that the charges were leveled at Mr. Zviahilskyi without
sufficient grounds, but said that its investigation would
continue. On that basis, the Verkhovna Rada passed a
resolution on February 12 to return to the Donetsk
deputy his full legislative authority. 

Deputy Stepan Khmara, who chairs the temporary
committee in the Verkhovna Rada that has been investi-
gating the charges, said on March 4 that Mr.
Zviahilskyi has not been exonerated. “The investigation
into Mr. Zviahilskyi’s past dealings in Ukraine, in sub-
stance, is just beginning,” said Mr. Khmara. He
explained that up to now the committee had been pre-
occupied with why Mr. Zviahilskyi asked for Israeli cit-
izenship and how he might return to Ukraine. Mr.
Khmara told reporters that Mr. Zviahilskyi’s return
would propel the matter forward. “The Procurator
General’s Office will no longer be able to find objec-
tive reasons behind its inability to carry on the investi-
gation,” said Mr. Khmara

Mr. Zviahilskyi was implicated in 1994 by the procu-
rator at the time, Mr. Datsiuk, for being involved in the
sale abroad of 200,000 tons of aviation fuel at rock-bot-
tom prices and then charged with gross embezzlement
of government funds. On November 15, Mr. Datsiuk,
speaking from the rostrum of the Verkhovna Rada

accused the deputy of abuse of office. The legislative
body then passed a resolution stripping Mr. Zviahilskyi
of legislative immunity. By that time, however, Mr.
Zviahilskyi was in Tel Aviv, where he had fled two days
earlier.

Mr. Datsiuk, who left office 16 months ago, said on
Ukrainian Television on March 5 that he would not
comment on the return of Mr. Zviahilskyi because he
was no longer privy to details of the  investigation by
the Procurator’s General’s Office.

Mr. Zviahilskyi’s first public appearance after his
return to Ukraine was at the Donetsk coal mine where
he had been director, according to the newspaper Den
(Day). After being greeted with flowers, he  said, “As a
national deputy of Ukraine, my conscience is clear.”  He
said that in his 38 years as a mine worker, administrator,
then mayor of Donetsk and later a deputy to the
Verkhovna Rada he had “worked honestly.” His biggest
mistake: entering politics.

The former prime minister, who served in 1993-1994,
told the miners he would return to his work in the
Verkhovna Rada but would never accept another gov-
ernment position.

Although Mr. Zviahilskyi did not explain why he had
returned to Ukraine — where his legal standing as a
Verkhovna Rada deputy is uncertain because he now car-
ries both Israeli and Ukrainian citizenship, and where his
legislative immunity could still be lifted should evidence
surface that he was involved in illegal dealings — conjec-
ture in the gossip-filled Kyiv press is that President
Leonid Kuchma is involved. 

Articles have appeared in the last week that suggest
Mr. Kuchma arranged the return of Mr. Zviahilskyi to
gain the confidence of the Donetsk political clan, which
is second in importance only to the Dnipropetrovsk
clan from which Mr. Kuchma himself came, but which
is now headed by Prime Minister Pavlo Lazarenko.
Lately, the president has been at odds with Mr.
Lazarenko over the pace of economic reform and has
accused the prime minister of being soft on corruption
within government ranks.

Zviahilskyi returns to Ukraine to face accusations

(Continued on page 13)
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Country FY 96 FY 97 FY 98
Actual Est imate Request

Armenia 85 95 80
Azerbaijan 12 16.4 31.5
Belarus 5 5 4.9
Georgia 22 25.8 41.9
Kazakstan 33 34.8 52
Kyrgyzstan 19 18.4 36.5
Moldova 23 95.4 32.8
Russia 137 95.4 241.5
Tajikistan 4 4.4 15.4
Turkmenistan 4 4.5 6
Ukraine 225 225 225.5
Uzbekistan 19 21.1 32.5
NIS Regional 53 56.1 99.5
Total 541 625 900

Appropriated/requested levels; does not reflect transfers and
rescissions. International Affairs – Function 150, Summary and
Highlights, Fiscal Year 1998, Office of Resources, Plans and
Policy, Washington.

Assistance for the new independent states
(in millions of dollars)

Country FY 96 FY 97 FY 98
Request



KYIV – Petro Matiaszek will begin
serving on February 24 as deputy direc-
tor at the Rule of Law Consortium in

Kyiv. The Rule of Law Consortium is a
contract of the U.S. Agency for
International Development and is admin-
istered by the ARD/Checchi Joint
Venture based in Washington. Key com-
ponents of the program include: drafting
of legislation, judicial training, procuracy
reform, law school assistance and admin-
istrative reform.

An American-born attorney, Petro
Matiaszek came to Ukraine in 1994 to
serve as legal counsel to the Council of
Advisors to the Parliament of Ukraine,
and later, as its executive director.

Following a constitutionally mandated
reorganization of the Ukrainian
Verkhovna Rada, the Council of Advisors
was disbanded at the close of 1996. 

Mr. Matiaszek is also an international
law lecturer at the PreCarpathian Stefanyk
University Law School in Ivano-
Frankivsk. His wife, Lydia Matiaszek, is
the Kyiv director of the International
Research and Exchange Board (IREX) for

SHORT HILLS, N.J. – To help allevi-
ate suffering during one of the harshest
winters on record in Eastern Europe, the
Children of Chornobyl Relief Fund
(CCRF) is launching a major airlift of
medical equipment and hospital supplies
to key hospitals in Ukraine.

The relief mission is partially funded by
a major grant from the Monsanto Co., with
additional support from Americares, the
Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the U.S.A.
and a broad-based coalition of environ-
mental and community organizations.

The airlift is scheduled to depart Newark
International Airport on Monday, March
10, with humanitarian cargo valued at more
than $1.7 million. The cargo, weighing
over 41 tons is being transported to Newark
International by six tractor trailer trucks
and will be loaded aboard an Ilyushin (IL-
76TD) military cargo plane provided by the
Ukrainian government. A press conference
will be held at Newark Airport at 1:30 p.m.
on March 10, prior to the departure of the
a i r c r a f t .

The airlift is the culmination of an
intensive yearlong campaign commemo-
rating the 10th anniversary of the
Chornobyl nuclear disaster. Throughout
the past year, grassroots and environmen-
tal organizations, churches and schools
have been raising funds and collecting
supplies to ease the suffering of the
Chornobyl victims in Ukraine.

Since 1989 the Children of Chornobyl
Relief Fund has delivered more than
1,000 tons of medical aid to Ukraine,
valued at over $41 million. This is the
18th airlift staged by the CCRF, the lead-
ing non-governmental agency providing
medical aid to Ukraine.

One of the largest financial contribu-
tors to this airlift was the Monsanto Co.,
which has invested heavily in agricultur-
al projects in southern and eastern
Ukraine. Last April, Monsanto and the
CCRF launched a joint project, The
Women’s and Children’s Health
Initiative, designed to improve prenatal
care and to sharply reduce infant mortali-
ty in three of the largest and most heavily
polluted provinces of Ukraine. 

With support from Monsanto, the CCRF
has succeeded in obtaining a state-of-the-
art AirShields Intensive Care System for
the Dnipropetrovsk Regional Children’s
Hospital No. 3, complete with transport
and stationary incubator, ventilators, pulse
oximeters, and a computer bank for patient
tracking and pharmaceutical data.

Monsanto is also supporting training
programs for Ukrainian doctors who spe-
cialize in obstetrics, perinatology and
neonatolgy. A team of three neonatal
specialists from Dnipropetrovsk is sched-
uled to come to New Jersey under
CCRF’s auspices for an intensive six-
week training program in April. The
CCRF and Monsanto plan to implement
a similar program for regional hospitals
in Vinnytsia and Luhansk later this year.

Among the other noteworthy contribu-
tors to this airlift is the Ukrainian Orthodox
Church of the U.S.A., based in South
Bound Brook, N.J. Under the leadership of
Archbishop Antony, the UOC-U.S.A. host-
ed a solemn fund-raising dinner last
February that featured Academy Award-
winning actor Jack Palance, U.S. Sen.
Frank Lautenberg, Ukraine’s Permanent
Representative to the United Nations
Ambassador Anatolii Zlenko and other dig-
nitaries. 

The funds raised at the dinner and dur-
ing the ensuing drive by local parishes led
to the procurement of medications and
technology valued at well over $258,000.
The largest contributor to this campaign
was the parish of St. Volodymyr’s
Ukrainian Orthodox Cathedral in Parma,
Ohio, which raised over $20,000 for the
purchase of two Ohmeda neonatal incu-
b a t o r s .

Most of the funds raised through this
campaign were designated for the
Chernihiv Regional Children’s Hospital,
which will receive new neonatal incuba-
tors, respirators, cardiac monitors, intra-
venous tubing and other critical care
equipment.

Located approximately 60 miles east of
Chornobyl, the city of Chernihiv was in the
direct path of the radioactive cloud and
received a heavy dose of radiation from the
disaster. The CCRF is working to reduce
infant mortality and to strengthen the city’s
ability to treat newborns for various com-
plications. The remainder of the contribu-
tions collected at the February 4 dinner in
South Bound Brook were used to secure
$155,000 worth of life-saving antibiotics
and basic medications which were distrib-
uted to hospitals in Vinnytsia, Luhansk,
Dnipropetrovsk and Kyiv.

For more information about the
Children of Chornobyl Relief Fund, or to
make a tax-deductible contribution, read-
ers are urged to write to: CCRF, 272 Old
Short Hills Road, Short Hills, NJ 07078;
or call (201) 376-5140.

Roman Stelmach, Membership Director
Michael Drabyk, Cultural Fund Director
Laryssa Chopivsky, Fellowship Fund
Chairman Adrian Karmazyn, and elected
two new board members, Secretary
Orysia Pylyshenko and Public Relations
Director John Kun. Also elected were 14
board members-at-large. 

Mr. Masiuk promised that, in its
future activities, TWG will continue to
“build on the very strong foundation of
relationships” it has established with
government departments and agencies,
as well as with such organizations as the
Center for Strategic and International
Studies and the Johns Hopkins
University School for Advanced and
International Studies, Freedom House,
the Ukrainian American Bar Association,
the Ukrainian Medical Association of
North America and the U.S.-Ukraine
Foundation. 

Reporting on the previous year’s activi-
ties, Mr. Masiuk underscored the highly
successful leadership conference, which
had among its principal speakers Deputy
Secretary of State Strobe Talbott,
Ambassador Jeane Kirkpatrick, Ukrainian
Supreme Court Justice Oleksander Volkov,
National Security Council Director for
Russian, Ukrainian and Eurasian Affairs
Carlos Pascual, and Hobart Earle, music
director and principal conductor of the
Odesa Philharmonic Orchestra, who was
honored with TWG’s “Friend of Ukraine”
award. 

The conference attracted more than
300 participants, including a number of
VIPs, among them CIA Director John
Deutch, Russian Ambassador Yuli
Vorontsov and the ambassadors of other
NIS countries,  and Assistant to the
President and Deputy Chief of Staff to
the First Lady Melanne Verveer. 

Ms. Laryssa Chopivsky, director of
the TWG Cultural Fund, highlighted
some of the cultural events sponsored in
1996, including the Chornobyl 10th
anniversary concert by the Odesa
Philharmonic Orchestra at the Kennedy
Center and the Yara Arts Group at the
TWG leadership conference. She indicat-
ed that the Cultural Fund’s future plans
include performances by the Kyiv
Chamber Chorus in Washington and
New York in December. 

The latest innovation in the
Fellowship Fund program was the fund-
ing of an internship at the Embassy of
Ukraine in Washington. The first intern,
Helena Zyblikewycz, worked at the
Embassy in the summer of 1996. A call
for 1997 internship applicants was
released in January.

by Yaro Bihun

WASHINGTON — George Masiuk
was elected to an unprecedented third
term as president of The Washington
Group (TWG), the largest association of
Ukrainian American businesspersons and
professionals in the United States. Mr.
Masiuk, a telecommunications engineer,
and his slate of board members were
elected unanimously during TWG’s
annual meeting, held February 15 at the
U.S. Botanic Garden Conservatory. 

Mr. Masiuk is the sixth president of
TWG, which was formed by
Washington-area Ukrainian profession-
als in the mid-1980s. Since then, the
organization has expanded to include
366 members in more than half of the
United States, in Canada, Ukraine and
France. The organization’s first five
presidents all served two one-year terms. 

Widely known for the annual confer-
ence it sponsors in Washington, which
feature prominent government, business
and academic leaders from the United
States and Ukraine, TWG also conducts
wide-ranging activities through its speak-
er and discussion programs, as well as
through its cultural and fellowship funds. 

The annual meeting also re-elected
Vice-President Marta Zielyk, Treasurer
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NEW YORK —  Rosalie C. Polche,
national president of the Ladies
Auxiliary of the Ukrainian American
Veterans, and an active member of
Ukrainian National Women’s League of
America Branch 72, passed away sud-
denly on March 3.  She died of a massive
heart attack.

Surviving are Mrs. Polche’s husband,
Harry Polche, a member of the papal
order of the Knights of St. Gregory, and
her sister, Natalie Chuma.

Requiem services were offered on
March 6-7 at the Andrett Funeral Home,
353 Second Ave., between 20 and 21st
streets in New York. 

The funeral liturgy was offered at St.
George Ukrainian Catholic Church, 30
E. Seventh St. in Manhattan, on March 8.
Internment followed at Calvary
Cemetery in Woodside, N.Y. 

George Masiuk elected to third term
as The Washington Group’s president

Children of Chornobyl Relief Fund
schedules 18th humanitarian airlift

Petro Matiaszek

George Masiuk

Rosalie C. Polche
dies of heart attack

How to reach
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Matiaszek moves to Rule of Law Consortium



GREAT MEADOWS, N.J. – Anna O.
Mandziuk, secretary of Branch 143 of the
Ukrainian National Association, died on
January 11 at the age of 45. She became
branch secretary in 1979 and carried on
her duties for 18 years.

Born February 13, 1951, in Jersey City,
N.J., she lived most of her life in Great
Meadows. She resided with her mother.
She was employed as an office adminis-
trator and served as a secretary of Our
Lady Protection Society. 

She is  survived by her mother,
Christina Kuzmeca Mandziuk; two sis-
ters, Olga Mandziuk and Luba Mosner;
nephews and nieces.

The funeral liturgy was offered at St.
Nicholas Ukrainian Catholic Church in
Great Meadows, where Ms. Mandziuk
was a parishioner. 

The duties of UNA branch secretary will
be assumed by her sister Luba Mosner.

THE  UKRAINIAN  NATIONAL  ASSOCIATION  FORUM

by Joe Binczak

IRS legislation effective January 1,
1997, creates significant new opportuni-
ties for financial and retirement planning.
These new changes affect:

• 401(K) plans,
• spousal IRA accounts; and
• a new IRA called Simple IRA.
With tax season quickly approaching,

we all need to continue our personal
efforts in saving more and paying less in
taxes. The UNA is proud to be able to
offer financial products for retirement
and savings plans that can be either an
IRA or a regular savings plan. 

1997 offers two very important
options for taxpayers and their spouses.

First, spousal IRA’s are expanded from
$250 to $2,000. The result is that couples
– one employed spouse and one non-
employed spouse – can contribute up to
$4,000 per year versus the previous limit
of $2,250.

The next opportunity is called Simple
IRA. This plan is for employers with
under 100 employees who earn at least
$5,000 per year. If you work for a com-
pany with under 100 employees you
could establish a Simple IRA and con-
tribute up to $6,000 per year.  The
employer is not required to file federal
reports like other pension plans.
However, they are required to match up
to 2 percent of the contribution by eligi-
ble employees.

New tax changes offer 
members greater savings
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Young UNA’ers

Liam D. Weingartner, son of Alice and
Anthony Weingartner, is a new mem-
ber of UNA Branch 238. He was
enrolled by his great-grandmother 

Sophie David.

Joseph Hutzayluk, son of Pamela J.
and Joseph Hutzayluk, is a new mem-
ber of UNA Branch 147 in Allentown,
Pa. He was enrolled by his grandmother 

Mary Kozy.

JERSEY CITY, N.J. — The UNA’s
homepage is now on line and may be
viewed at http://www.tryzub.com/UNA

The site, set up by the UNA General
Assembly’s Internet Committee,
includes a lead article titled “About the
UNA,” which covers the fraternal orga-
nizaton’s history, support of Ukrainian
causes, patronage of the arts, charitable
activity, publications, promotion of
sports,  programs for youth, care of
senior members, Soyuzivka and other
fraternal benefits.

Also available on the homepage are
the names and addresses of members of
the UNA General Assembly (executive
officers, auditors, advisors and honorary
members), and information about sales
offices and publications. 

In addition there are separate sections
titled: “Membership,” “About Insurance,”
“Your Benefits,” “Fraternal Activities”
and “Aid to Ukraine.” Each of these sec-

tions contains several articles, covering
everything from UNA scholarships and
annuities to the UNA’s annual almanac,
mortgage loans for UNA members and the
English Teachers for Ukraine program. 

The title page features the UNA
emblem in color, and color photographs
illustrate many of the articles.

There is a link to the homepage of Joe
Binczak, the UNA’s manager of insur-
ance sales and marketing, as well as
another link to the highlights of The
Ukrainian Weekly that appear each week
in the Current Events section of the
Ukraine FAQ Plus site (http://www.
std.com/sabre/UKRAINE.html).

Soon to be added: a calendar of events
at Soyuzivka, the UNA’s upstate New
York resort.

To obtain additional information (and to
report problems), e-mail should be sent to
the attention of the site’s webmaster to the
address: of WebMaster@TRYZUB.com. 

UNA homepage now on line

Obituary
Anna Mandziuk, Branch 143 secretary

MEMBERSHIP PRODUCT SURVEY
Please take a moment to indicate what products you feel would be of interest
to you or your family.

by Joe Binczak

Over the past five years, UNA annuity
products were purchased with earning
competitive tax-deferred interest in mind.
However, many of our members are
presently enjoying income from their
annuities. And the best part of income
from our annuities is that most of the
monthly income is tax free – almost 85
percent tax free. 

The UNA’s annuities offer the option
to receive a set monthly payout, known as
“annuitization.” Since annuity payouts are
calculated by life expectancy, annuitants
may receive longer payouts that result in
higher returns on their investment. This,
of course, is assuming the annuitant is in
good health and enjoys a long life. The
insurance industry has acknowledged the
fact people live longer than ever before
and current mortality tables are being
reviewed to reflect this increased life
expectancy. This being the case, annuities
are very attractive vehicles for retirement
income maximization. Once the annui-
tant elects to annuitize his policy, he can
never change it back. 

Because of this, our annuity offers a
free withdrawal feature that can be useful
in supplementing retirement income on an
“as needed” basis. Perhaps one year some
unexpected emergency occurs, or you
decide to spend more than your pension
allows – you can depend on the UNA to
send you money from your annuity with-
out excessive fees or charges. 

When you consider the living advan-
tage of our annuity programs that includes
tax-deferred growth of earnings, named
beneficiary so probate fees are eliminated,
no loan or service fees charged to your
deposit and the options to receive income
when you need it, you can feel secure that
your money is working for you and not
vice-versa. Call the UNA today to enjoy
these and other benefits of membership.

We have been offering security to our
members for over 100 years, and we look
forward to continuing our tradition. With
your patronage of various products and
services, we can continue investing in our
communities and help maintain a strong
Ukrainian heritage. For a list of our prod -
ucts, call the UNA: (800) 253-9862.

UNA annuities offer more than interest

This information is prepared for members of The Ukrainian National Association
and is not intended to offer any type of advice or consultation regarding individual
tax planning. It merely states general ideas that should not be interpreted as advice;
any ideas put forth should be addressed to your tax or financial advisor. 

Financial corner

Anna A. Mandziuk

NAME _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

STREET _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

CITY _______________________________________ 

STATE _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ ZIP CODE _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

PHONE _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

Best time to call _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

Please return to: UNA, 30 Montgomery St., Jersey City, NJ 07303. 
Attention: Joe Binczak, Sales Manager.

❏  Universal life

❏  Term life

❏  Deferred annuities 

❏  Immediate annuity

❏  IRA/retirement plans

❏  Long-term care

❏  Health insurance

❏  Dental insurance

❏  Disability income



Ukraine’s abrupt decision to levy heavy taxes on humanitarian aid at the begin-
ning of the new year caused no small amount of consternation, including within our
community. Many of our religious and civic organizations are directly involved in
organizing and raising funds for humanitarian relief to Ukraine. Fortunately, the
consternation was short-lived; Ukraine suspended its tax decision after seven weeks.

As we reported last week, there is no reason to believe that the government’s
decision to tax humanitarian aid was anything other than a decisive attempt to
control the substantial flow into the country of taxable, expensive, definitely
non-humanitarian goods that were masquerading as “assistance for the needy.”  

In gathering information for our report, we heard a great deal of anecdotal
information about the types of goods that were being sneaked into Ukraine tax-
free, as aid: slabs of marble destined to replace “unsanitary” wooden hospital
floors (uh, huh ... sure), slinky stiletto-heeled shoes (as women know, these
types of shoes do not keep your feet warm); and stories of a businessman who
sent money out of the country to buy medicine at bulk/wholesale prices, then
sent the medicine back to Ukraine tax-free as “humanitarian aid” to a sham
foundation that then sold the medicine at a very profitable mark-up. 

Not only does this type of activity deprive the government of legitimate rev-
enue from imports, but it gets to the core of the definition of corruption: “act,
or actions, that subvert the original intent or process; dishonesty.” 

Ukraine also receives a lot of junk masquerading as humanitarian aid that is
useless or dangerous and for the disposal of which the government has to pay.
Why would anyone bother to send junk? Good question.  Since no one would
admit to actually sending useless goods, we only got speculative answers. The
reasons cited for other people sending junk were: ego (“I organized 50 tons of
aid”), ignorance (electronic equipment without transformers), carelessness or
stupidity (instruments without operating instructions; equipment with defects.) 

For Ukrainian government officials who review customs declarations, listen
to reports of border guards, etc., it was obvious that there was corruption in the
process. Of the goods entering the country listed as humanitarian aid, a dispro-
portionate amount were listed fraudulently. Other NIS countries had, and have,
similar problems with their borders and also have tried to tax, assess and stop
shipments as solutions. 

The problem that confronts the government of Ukraine is that, while it obvi-
ously does not want to discourage genuine aid, it also wants to ensure that tax-
able goods get taxed, and not sneaked in. Import duties are a legitimate source
of revenue for governments worldwide. Somehow the government has to con-
trol, without being too controlling.

It seems Ukrainian officials are still often surprised that anyone pays
Ukraine any mind and are unprepared for international public outcry over
something that they felt was pretty much their business. With a legitimate con-
cern about government revenue and reducing corruption, officials acted quick-
ly, in what they were sure was a decisive manner. Apparently the Verkhovna
Rada has been discussing this issue for some time, therefore this crackdown to
stop fraudulent humanitarian aid was no surprise for them.  

However, as is often the case, it is not what you say, but how you say it.
Basically Ukraine has international support for its attempt to control the goods
that cross its borders, but the severity and abruptness of the solution caught most
people off guard and made them angry. Fortunately, Ukraine’s Parliament will
begin consideration of new legislation pertaining to humanitarian aid this month.

Aid: distinguishing true from false
TH E UK R A I N I A N WE E K LY

Turning the pages back...
M a rc h

10
1787 The last of the Haidamaky was born 210 years ago. Ustym

Karmaliuk (a.k.a. Karmeliuk) was born a serf on March 10,
1787, in Holovchyntsi (since renamed Karmaliukove), a vil-

lage about 40 miles west of Vinnytsia in the Podillia region.
Sent into the army by his landowner in 1812, Karmeliuk deserted and began orga-

nizing rebel bands and leading them in raids on aristocrats’ and merchants’ estates.
Captured in 1814, he was sentenced to 500 blows while running a gauntlet in

Kamianets-Podilskyi, and was then dispatched to a Russian imperial military unit in
Crimea. On his way south, he escaped and again began inciting revolts.

By 1828, Karmeliuk had become a folk hero and the rebellions he inflamed began
attracting not only peasants, but also army deserters and the urban poor. He was
active at a time when serfdom in the Russian Empire was becoming profitable and
was at its most repressive and exploitative – landowners had increased the amount of
compulsory labor extracted from each peasant to as much as six days a week.

In his native Podillia, where Karmeliuk’s movement had particular success, the
oppression Ukrainian serfs faced also had an ethnic dimension, as most of the local mag-
nates were Polish. It also had a religious sectarian dimension, as most of the Ukrainian
peasantry was Orthodox, while the gentry was predominantly Roman Catholic.

The zenith of Karmeliuk’s struggle came in 1830-1835, when insurrections spread
from Podillia to the Kyiv region, Volyn and even Bessarabia, involving up to 20,000
peasants. About 1,000 raids were staged, and whatever was captured in the attacks was
handed over to poor villagers, who invariably gave Karmeliuk shelter and assistance.

In the end, Karmeliuk was ambushed by the magnate Rutkowski and killed near
Korchyntsi, not far from his native village, on October 22, 1835. His struggle was immor-
talized in countless Ukrainian sayings and folksongs, in the works of writers Mykhailo
Starytsky, Stepan Vasylchenko and Marko Vovchok, and composer Valentyn Kostenko.

Source: “Karmaliuk, Ustym,” Encyclopedia of Ukraine, Vol. 2 (Toronto: University of
Toronto Press, 1988).

Turning the pages back...

CARMICHAEL, Calif. – Ukrainian
interests were represented at the 1996
National Council for the Social Studies
(NCSS) Convention in Washington by
the Ukrainian American Academic
Association of California (UAAAC).
This is not the first such convention
where the UAAAC spoke out in the
name of truth in American school text-
books. The UAAAC was present at six
previous annual conventions held in vari-
ous cities throughout the United States.

The Ukrainian kiosk was richly stocked
with publications from the Ukrainian
Research Institute at Harvard University,
the Canadian Institute of Ukrainian Studies
Press and Yevshan Publications of
Montreal, plus more than a dozen free
handouts prepared by the UAAAC.

The convention lasted for three days
beginning on November 23, 1996, at the
prestigious Sheraton Washington Hotel
in Washington. The purpose of the annu-
al convention is to give American educa-
tors of all levels the opportunity to meet
publishers of school textbooks, maga-
zines, maps, atlases, and other materials
and devices that are used in America’s
educational institutions. Convention par-
ticipants also include organizations and
groups representing diverse interests that
contribute to the educational process.

UAAAC, a California-based organiza-
tion, founded in 1986 by Dr. Al
Naklowycz, president, and Yuriy Oliynyk,
its treasurer has one main purpose on its
agenda: to correct, change, and supplement
misleading and incomplete information
about Ukraine now being taught in
American grade schools, high schools and
colleges. This is no small undertaking,
considering the fact that there are over 50
publishers of school materials in the U.S.
and most of them update or revise their
textbooks only once every seven years.

The Ukrainian Historical Association,
the Shevchenko Scientific Society, the
Harvard Ukrainian Research Institute and
Ukrainian scholars at the University of
Toronto, University of Alberta and other
American and Canadian universities are
doing an admirable job in providing books,
research papers and lectures that present
true and unbiased historical and geographi-
cal information about Ukraine. Such infor-
mation undoubtedly will be absorbed into
the mainstream as American and Canadian
scholarship and eventually will find its
way down to the level of grade school
textbooks. This, however, will take a
whole generation or at least 25 years to

show some positive results in kindergarten
through grade 12 in the American and
Canadian School systems (this is known as
the “trickle down process”).

It took a couple of California enthusi-
asts to form an organization that would
attack the problem from below. Having
established good relations with the
California Department of Education in
1986, when the Holocaust and Genocide
Committee was formed in order to pro-
vide a comprehensive genocide curricu-
lum for California schools, these writers
decided to work on the problem through
the newly formed organization. 

The task required establishing contacts
with the majority of textbook publishers
in the U.S., and with the help of the
California Department of Education,
attempting to correct the false and biased
information from the lowest levels and
up. The main idea revolved around the
premise that once the California
Department of Education became recep-
tive to such changes, the publishers
would follow suit, since California consti-
tutes one of the largest textbook markets
in the United States.

Not all the publishers proved respon-
sive to such appeals, but fortunately one
of the largest publishing houses respond-
ed positively. A number of positive cor-
rections in regard to Ukraine and Eastern
Europe were already introduced into their
textbooks. However, the process is not
easy; it takes endless revisions of chap-
ters, paragraphs, sentences, spelling cor-
rections and additions to the existing text
in order to win some concessions. 

After 10 years of consultations with
Ukrainian experts at various universities
and constant collaboration with the above
publishing house, plus personal meetings
at the annual NCSS conventions, the
UAAAC can finally see some concrete
results of this seemingly endless task. 

The main advances concern the pre-
sentation of Kyivan Rus’ as the predeces-
sor of modern Ukraine and not of Russia.
Muscovy, once a vassal state on the
peripheries of Kyivan Rus’ should be
considered the legitimate predecessor of
today’s Russia. The California State
Department of Education is presently
issuing an amendment to the California
History-Social Science Framework
(1988) to that effect. Even the informa-
tion about the Suzdal prince, Andrei
Bogoliubsky, who attacked, plundered

Ukrainian American Academic Association
re p resents Ukraine’s interests at convention
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(Continued on page 16)

NEWS AND VIEWS

At the Ukrainian American Academic Association’s booth (from left) are: Dr.
Alexander Naklowycz, Dr. Larry Kalynevych, Yuriy Olinyk, O. Oliynyk, Dr. Jerry 

Lorentz, Lesya Lorentz, Marian Bartoshyk and Col. William Petrach.
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Washington Notebook
by Volodymyr Chornodolsky

Ukrainian National Information Service

In Washington, there are plans to erect
a memorial to an ideology that touched
every continent of the world. It is to be a
memorial to the 100 million victims of
communism that have died throughout
the world. 

Dr. Lee Edwards, president of the
Victims of Communism Memorial
Foundation, suggests that 100 million is
a conservative estimate of the number
who perished at the hands of Communist
dictators. Dr. Edwards, senior editor of
the World and I and a visiting fellow at
The Heritage Foundation, and Dr. Lev
Dobriansky, his colleague on the Victims
of Communism Memorial Foundation,
were interviewed recently in
Washington. 

Speaking of the memorial’s genesis,
Dr. Dobriansky, former president of the
Ukrainian Congress Committee of
America and retired U.S. ambassador to
Bermuda said,  “the memorial is not an
idea of just one person, but the idea of
many people dating back to the 1950s.”
Since the break-up of the Soviet Union
and the collapse of communism in many
countries, efforts were renewed to com-
memorate its victims. The idea was pro-
moted through the National Captive
Nations Committee (NCNC) under the
leadership of Drs. Dobriansky and
Edwards. 

Many members of the Senate and
House of Representatives also support
the effort. Sen. Jesse Helms (R-N.C.),
Reps. Dana Rohrbacher (R-Calif.) and
Tom Lantos (D-Calif.), and members of
the Democratic leadership backed a reso-
lution providing for establishment of a
museum to honor the victims of commu-
nism. On December 17, 1993, Congress
passed Public Law 103-199. Soon after-
wards, it was signed by President Bill
Clinton. 

Dr. Edwards explaind that many
organizational aspects of the memorial
must still be taken care of. The public
law established that an independent
entity, the Victims of Communism
Memoria l Foundation,  was to  be
formed and remain responsible for the
museum’s construction and upkeep. A
board of directors has been set up, as
well as a congressional advisory board
and an international council comprising
prominent  foreign leaders such as
Yelena Bonner of Russia, Vyacheslav
Chornovil of Ukraine and Lech Walesa
of Poland. 

The Victims of Communism
Memorial Museum has received tax-
exempt status, sites have been examined,
and architects have begun planning. 1997
has been declared a year for fund-raising.
A goal of $100 million has been set to
honor the 100 million victims. Dr.
Edwards said he believes that the initial
museum cost will be approximately $25
million, though future maintenance and
continued research will amount to a total
of $100 million. 

“Under the Public Law, the founda-
tion has seven years from December
1993 to put the memorial museum in
place. However, history has shown that
seven years is usually not long enough.
For example, the Holocaust Museum
took 14 years from the time that
President [Jimmy] Carter approved it,”
stated Dr. Edwards. “Hopefully we will
have something in place by the year
2000, at which time we will ask for an
extension.” 

According to Dr. Edwards, the memo-
rial museum has several objectives: “The
first is to serve as a memorial to the vic-
tims and, the second is to serve as a
research center on communism both past
and present, but hopefully not future.
Finally it should serve as a reminder to
people that this kind of tyranny should
never again be allowed to terrorize and to
control people and nations as it has dur-
ing this century.” 

When asked what the purpose of the
museum is, Dr. Dobriansky stated, “The
prime motivation is to give this a histori-
cal review that we should never forget
the 100 million victims that perished due
to this trumped-up ideology. Secondly,
tens of hundreds of thousands of those
victims were our natural allies who were
fighting the Cold War even in terms of
passive resistance and we should pay
tribute to and honor them.” 

“This [the museum] is primarily edu-
cational for all youth, not only American,
and they should see the story and the
heavy human cost associated with it,” he
continued. “When you stop to think that
over 100 million perished in concentra-
tion camps and man-made famines and
so on, this is a story that must be indeli-
bly printed in our history and the history
of other countries.” 

The museum will include permanent
exhibits that tell the story of commu-
nism. For example, one of the most
bloody and tragic cases of Communist
oppression was the forced famine in
Ukraine in the 1930s. Another idea is a
time-line to inform the public about the
story of communism. There will also be
exhibits that are “temporary,” which
will describe more specific accounts of
Communist atrocities. There has already
been a great outpouring of support for
the memorial in terms of people donat-
ing artifacts and memorabilia. Many
foreign governments have also extended
their support for the museum. 

The Ukrainian American community,
Dr. Edwards said, “can specifically
make a contribution to the tax-exempt
organization ... The money right now
can be allotted to several aspects of the
memorial project such as design, assist-
ing in the composition of the bibliogra-
phy of materials and documents around
the world.” 

The Victims of  Communism
Memorial Museum is a very ambitious
project that will require the support and
assistance of many individuals and eth-
nic communities. Michael Sawkiw Jr.,
director of  the Ukra inian National
Information Service (UNIS) and execu-
tive secretary of the Victims of
Communism Memorial Foundation,
added, “We must not forget those who
gave their lives for a free and indepen-
dent Ukraine and all the other liberated
former Communist countries.”

Memorial to recall victims of com-Dear Editor:

Is it too early to start thinking about
Christmas and the 1997 winter holiday
season? Not really – if your child attends
the public school system.

This past year the Board of Education
of Clifton, N.J., adopted a policy that
allowed its schools to display the
Nativity scene under a Christmas tree
and ethnic customs and traditions during
the holiday season. What’s so unique
about this new policy? You cannot
appreciate the accomplishment unless
you have personal experience of what it
takes to get a policy adopted by a school
board or convince the administration that
they should not worry about the ACLU
or that there is a way of teaching our stu-
dents about the Christmas holiday and
not worry about “breaking the law.”

Perhaps the frustration set in 10 years
ago, when my wife and I attended our
first “holiday” program at our son’s ele-
mentary school. As the program con-
cluded, we realized that there was
absolutely no mention of Christmas or
singing of any traditional carols. As par-
ents inquired of their respective princi-
pals, the answers were very consistent:
“The board policy does not allow...”

After I was elected a trustee of the
Clifton Board of Education, it became
very apparent what it would take to turn
the tide on policy development. The
process is not easy, but if aggressively
pursued you can be successful.

In our town we were fortunate to have
a tenured custodial supervisor and
teacher who approached the board and
pushed for a holiday policy. This was my
opportunity to aggressively pursue this
project and find out once and for all what
really could be accomplished. There
were many obstacles, there were many
excuses – even a “special committee” of
five principals recommended this subject
be dropped – but ultimately a policy was
created based on legal parameters and
other school district policies. The Clifton
Board of Education adopted its own poli-
cy for the 1996 holiday season. Thirteen
elementary schools, two middle schools
and one high school were given permis-
sion to set up Christmas/holiday dis-
plays.

The philosophy of the newly adopted
policy was quite clear. The Clifton Board
of Education encourages all students and
staff members to learn about and be toler-
ant of the religious views of other people.
The board recognized that one of its edu-
cational goals is to advance students’
knowledge and appreciation of the role
that religious heritage has played in social,
cultural and historical development.

Perhaps you are now motivated to
accomplish the same goal in your school.
To make your task as simple as possible,
I will be happy to send you a copy of our
policy. Send me a short note with your
name and address, and the policy will be
on its way.

Board meetings for public hearings
are held twice each month, and I strongly
encourage readers to go before the board
with your request. Do not depend on any
school official to carry out your wishes.

Public schools
and Christmas

Dear Editor:

I enjoyed reading the February 2 article
“Positive prospects for Ukraine, 1997.”

I am proud to see my dedicated friends,
Ukrainian Americans, Americans and oth-
ers, supporting and developing economic
stability and democracy in Ukraine.

A lot was done, a lot needs to be done.
Together we can do it. We must be
involved.

We in Michigan are privileged to have
a first, if not  the only, Ukrainian Bilateral
Trade Team that was appointed by a state
governor, John Engler (one of America’s
best governors, I might add).

Six members of this team are
Ukrainian Americans, of which not all are
R e p u b l i c a n s .

We have the golden opportunity as the
auto capital of the world to set all lines
of communication for the present and
future in trade with Ukraine.

Roman Kuropas
Warren, Mich.

The writer is a member of the Ukrainian
Bilateral Trade Team and the Ukrainian
American Republican Coalition, as well as
an advisor of the Ukrainian National
A s s o c i a t i o n .

Proud to see
support for Ukraine

Dear Editor:

In his lengthy critique of Myron
Kuropas’ column (February 16),
Alexander B. Kuzma appears to have
ignored the dictum that one doesn’t
shoot the messenger simply because he’s
bearing bad news.

True, Dr. Kuropas has hardly anything
complimentary to say about the current sit-
uation in Ukraine, but then how can any
objective observer fail to report the dismal
state of affairs in our homeland? Dr.
Kuropas’ capsule description of Ukraine as
“a socialist basket case,” a country plagued
by massive corruption and one without a
clear national identity, basically agrees
with what we see and hear in daily news
reports. Even Mr. Kuzma must be aware
that “the Emperor wears no clothes.” 

Of course, let us help Ukraine not
only with humanitarian aid but also by
promoting national pride and civic
responsibility. But denying the realities
of present-day Ukraine – as Mr. Kuzma
would wish us to do – simply helps to
perpetuate the abysmal situation.
Publicizing the problem is the first step
in rectifying it.

Yurij Hanas
Hamilton, Ontario

Don’t shoot
the messenger

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Correction
In the article “Investment forum

explores Ukrainian market” (February
9), a remark regarding Ukraine’s oil
potential was attributed to Ed Southern,
chief executive officer of UK-RAN Oil
Corp. of Calgary. In fact, the remark
was made by Markian B. Silecky, coun-
sel for  UK-RAN Oil Corp.,  as Mr.
Southern was unable to attend due to ill-
ness. 

Note from the editor:
The Ukrainian Weekly welcomes letters to the editor and commentaries on a vari-

ety of topics of concern to the Ukrainian American and Ukrainian Canadian commu-
nities. Opinions expressed by columnists, commentators and letter-writers are their
own and do not necessarily reflect the opinions of either The Weekly editorial staff or
its publisher, the Ukrainian National Association.

You have a powerful voice – use it.
Good luck and, if you need any fur-

ther information, do not hesitate to call.

Stefan Tatarenko
Clifton, N.J.

The writer may be reached at 25 Friar
Lane, Clifton, N.J. 07013; telephone,
(201) 777-4920.



Constantinople. The invitation was accepted and the
meeting was held in Istanbul December 3-6, 1994. 

In January 1995, Archbishop Antony traveled to
Ukraine to consult with Orthodox Church leaders,
including the late Patriarch Volodymyr (Vasyl
Romaniuk) and Metropolitan Filaret of the UOC-KP, as
well as Patriarch Dymytri, and Bishop Petro of the
UAOC. Though the leaders fought among themselves,
they were united in their support for the idea that the
administratively independent Ukrainian Orthodox
Churches in the West accept the invitation of the ecu-
menical patriarch to return to the mother Church.

According to Archbishop Antony, the leaders in
Ukraine hoped this step would also help the Church in
Ukraine eventually receive recognition by world
Orthodoxy. However, Archbishop Antony points out,
the ecumenical patriarch expressed his desire for more
unity among the Orthodox Churches in Ukraine, which
would then enable him to assist with the situation.

On March 12, 1995, in a divine liturgy concelebrated
by Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomaios and
Metropolitan Constantine at the Patriarchal Cathedral of
St. George the Great Martyr in Istanbul, the Ukrainian
Orthodox Church of the U.S.A. formally accepted the
spiritual omophor of Constantinople.

Though there was a small murmur of dissent among
some of the faithful who felt that the Church in the
West should wait until the Church in Ukraine is first
recognized, over all this step was received with joy and
relief. Many faithful expressed the importance of feel-
ing spiritually united with the body of world Orthodoxy
and, in the words of one woman, “finally returning
home, after 300 years, to the mother Church.”

Setting an example
As the leaders in the West pleaded with Church lead-

ers in Ukraine to settle their differences, the hierarchs in
Ukraine pointed to the various splits and divisions
among Orthodox organizations in the West.  

Keeping in mind the call to unity, in June 1996, leaders
of Ukrainian Orthodox Churches from all continents cre-
ated the Permanent Conference of Ukrainian Orthodox
Bishops Beyond the Borders of Ukraine and declared
“that the Church in the Diaspora is one — with three
administratively independent metropolies: in Canada; in
the United States of America and South America; and
Europe, Australia and New Zealand.” All three
metropolies have accepted the spiritual authority of the
Ecumenical Patriarchate of Constantinople.

Several months later, on November 9, the Ukrainian
Orthodox Church of America accepted a decision made
one year earlier by the Sobor of the Ukrainian Orthodox
Church of the U.S.A. for the two largest Ukrainian
Orthodox Churches in the United States to unite into
one administrative and spiritual organization. The uni-
fied Church would be known as the Ukrainian Orthodox
Church of the U.S.A.; three eparchies were established,
the Eastern, Central and Western, uniting more than 100
parishes. On November 10, a divine liturgy of unifica-
tion was celebrated at the Cathedral of St. Andrew the
First-Called Apostle in South Bound Brook, N.J. 

Remembering the meaning of the Church
The next step remains the same, according to

Archbishop Antony, now head of the Eastern Eparchy:
to bring unity to the Orthodox Churches in Ukraine, and
for the Ecumenical Patriarchate of Constantinople to
recognize the autocephaly of the Orthodox Church in
Ukraine. This recognition would bring spiritual peace to
millions of Ukrainian Orthodox faithful.

“However,” said Archbishop Antony, “we must stop
fighting and remember that we are a Church. We need
to return to being a Church and caring for all those who
now suffer in Ukraine. Charity, spiritual guidance and,
primarily, the salvation of souls comprise the mission of
the Church.

“All Ukrainian Orthodox Christians, from those in
the loftiest of episcopal positions to the poorest of wor-
shipping grandmothers, who make up the Body of
Christ — His Holy Church — must be prepared to com-
promise, to be ‘poor in spirit’ as we strive for the unifi-
cation of the Church in Ukraine. Ancient hatreds and
personal ambitions must be set aside for the glory of
God. In the true spirit of Christ’s love, I believe with
every fiber of my being that we shall see a united
Church in Ukraine as we close this second millennium
and enter into the third millennium of Christianity. May
the Holy Spirit enlighten us all.”

by Irene Jarosewich

JERSEY CITY, N.J. — The enthronement on March
2 of Bishop Vsevolod as the archbishop of the Western
Eparchy of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the
U.S.A. was another major step in more than three years
of deliberate activity on the part of the leadership and
faithful of Ukrainian Orthodoxy worldwide to fulfill the
final will and testament of the late Patriarch Mstyslav of
the Ukrainian Autocephalous Orthodox Church: to unite
the Orthodox Churches in Ukraine into one, and to
bring peace to Ukrainian Orthodoxy worldwide. 

For Ukrainian Orthodoxy in the United States, the
fulfillment of the patriarch’s final testament included
three major and fundamental changes in the past two
years: the acceptance by the Ukrainian Orthodox
Church of the U.S.A of the omophor (or omophorion —
spiritual authority) of the Ecumenical Patriarchate of
Constantinople; the creation of the Permanent
Conference of Ukrainian Orthodox Bishops Beyond the
Borders of Ukraine; and the unification of the two
largest Ukrainian Orthodox Churches in America.

Historical background
With the acceptance of Christianity by Kyivan Rus’

in the 10th century, for more than 700 years the Kyiv
Metropolia was under the omophor of the Patriarchate
of Constantinople, known as the mother Church, the
first among the several patriarchates of the Orthodox
Christian world.

Since the forcible, often violent and uncanonical
incorporation in the late 17th century of the Kyiv
Metropolia into the Moscow Patriarchate and away
from the Patriarchate of Constantinople, the history of
Ukrainian Orthodoxy often has been turbulent and, in
this century, fractious and brutal. In the 18th and 19th
centuries it was a history of struggle against the oppres-
sive policies of the Russian Orthodox Church and, in
this century, against Soviet communism as well. 

The dissolution of the Russian Empire brought with
it new opportunities. As Ukrainian politicians declared
an independent state, Ukrainian Orthodox Church lead-
ers tried to separate from the Russian Orthodox Church.
In 1921, more than 400 Ukrainian Orthodox priests
gathered in Kyiv for a Sobor (law-giving church assem-
bly). Rejecting as uncanonical the establishment of the
Moscow Patriarchate and its incorporation of the Kyiv
Metropolia, and in accordance with an ancient tradition
of the Alexandrine (Orthodox) Church of giving author-
ity to bishops through the consent of fellow priests, a
fellow priest, Vasyl Lypkivsky was conscecrated bishop
and the Ukrainian Autocephalous Orthodox Church
(UAOC) was established in Ukraine. 

Though the Patriarchate of Constantinople conceded
that the incorporation of the Kyiv Metropolia by
Moscow was never lawful according to Orthodox
Church doctrine, it nonetheless did not recognize the
autocephaly of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church. 

This decision would bring deep spiritual pain to mil-
lions of Ukrainian Orthodox faithful throughout the
world for decades to come, since their attempt to rectify
a historical wrong also meant that in many ways they
were not fully included in the spiritual body of world
Orthodoxy. 

The history of the UAOC’s activity in Ukraine is
brief since, within a few years of its establishment, it
was repressed by the Soviet government and by 1944
existed only in exile.

In the West
Orthodox immigrants from Ukraine came to new

lands, built their communities and churches, and in the
first decades of the 20th century, several administrative-
ly independent Orthodox Church organizations had been
established in the United States and Canada. Unlike the
Catholic Church, in which administrative authority and
spiritual authority are interconnected, Orthodox organi-
zations can be administratively independent, and simul-
taneously, if they choose, spiritually united.

In 1950, an attempt to unify the two largest Orthodox
organizations in the United States was only partially
successful; until November 1996, the Ukrainian
Orthodox Church of the U.S.A. and the Ukrainian
Orthodox Church of America remained separated.

The Ukrainian Autocephalous Orthodox Church,
now in exile, maintained authority over parishes in
Europe, South America, Australia and New Zealand.
For almost 25 years, until his death in 1993, the late
Patriarch Mstyslav (Skrypnyk) was primate for both the

Ukrainian Orthodoxy outside Ukraine undergoes fundamental changes in striving for church unity
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Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the U.S.A., and the
Ukrainian Autocephalous Orthodox Church in exile.

As with the disintegration of the tsarist empire at the
beginning of the century, the disintegration of the
Soviet Union at the end of the century offered an oppor-
tunity once again for the establishment of an indepen-
dent Ukrainian Orthodox Church in Ukraine. 

The Ukrainian Autocephalous Orthodox Church
began its revival in western Ukraine in 1989. In June
1990 the UAOC was officially re-established in Kyiv;
Metropolitan Mstyslav was elected, and in October
1990 enthroned, as patriarch. 

The death of Patriarch Mstyslav
Patriarch Mstyslav passed away in 1993 and, at the

time of his death, three Orthodox Churches were aggres-
sively competing for the souls of Ukraine’s Orthodox
faithful: the Ukrainian Orthodox Church — Kyiv
Patriarchate (UOC-KP), the Ukrainian Autocephalous
Orthodox Church (UAOC), the Ukrainian Orthodox
Church — Moscow Patriarchate (UOC-MP). The first
two Churches are not recognized by any of the other
Orthodox patriarchs in the world. The latter is the largest
Orthodox Church in Ukraine and, though nominally
autonomous, is administratively connected and remains
under the spiritual authority of the Russian Orthodox
C h u r c h .

The importance of Ukraine for the Russian Orthodox
Church cannot be underestimated. Referring to geo-
political concerns, Lenin stated, “to lose Ukraine would
be to lose our head.” For the Russian Orthodox Church,
to lose Ukraine would be to lose a body of faithful num-
bering tens of millions.

In the United States, the leaders of the Ukrainian
Orthodox Church focused on the final words of
Patriarch Mstyslav, all the more, according to
Archbishop Antony, because with the approaching sec-
ond millennium of Christ’s birth, there was a call
worldwide to ameliorate differences between
Christians. With this in mind, the Church leaders in the
United States sent several delegations to Ukraine in
1993 and 1994.

In November 1994, Metropolitan Constantine, pri-
mate of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the U.S.A.
since the death of Patriarch Mstyslav, as well as
Archbishop Antony were invited, along with Bishop
Vsevolod, primate of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church of
America, and Bishop Nicholas of the Carpatho-Rusyn
Orthodox Church in America, to visit Istanbul
(Constantinople) to discuss matters of common concern,
among which was the possibility of accepting the
omophor of the Ecumenical Patriarchate of

Metropolitan Constantine (foreground) and
Archbishop Antony enter St. Volodymyr Cathedral for 

the March 2 enthronement of Archbishop Vsevolod. 

Khristina Lew



— the Moscow Patriarchate – considers
itself the mother Church in regard to the
Ukrainian Orthodox Church and regards
Ukraine as its canonical territory. If we are
to look at history, it is Kyiv that can claim
this role, for in 1448 the Moscow
Metropolia split off from the Kyiv
Metropolia. So, in this case, Kyiv is the
Mother Church and Moscow is the daugh-
ter. Evreryone knows quite well that the
Christianization of Rus’ took place in Kyiv
– and not Moscow, and that Kyiv was the
center of the metropolia, and even those
metropolitans who later traveled to
Moscow had the titles of Kyiv. 

What is your reaction to the fact that
the Ukrainian Orthodox Church in the
United States has joined the Ecumenical
Patriarchate of Constantinople?

Well, first of all, this is their own deci-
sion. Of, course, we would naturally like the
Ukrainian diaspora to belong to the
Ukrainian Church, to the Kyiv Patriarchate,
but, they decided to join the Patriarchate of
Constantinople. This unification is benefi-
cial to us, in the sense that a hierarchy that
Moscow does not recognize and does not
regard as an Orthodox hierarchy has been
recognized and accepted by Constantinople. 

Thus, if the ecumenical patriarch has
now recognized a Church and its bishops,
which in 1942 were declared uncanonical,
this means that, from the point of view of
Ecumenical Orthodoxy, our Kyiv hierar-
chy also is canonical, as are all Orthodox
C h u r c h e s .

What strategy will the Kyiv
Patriarchate pursue in relations with
Constantinople? 

Our first mission is to create in Ukraine
one particular Orthodox Church. Our sec-
ond issue will be the recognition of the
autocephaly of the Ukrainian Church. It
will come naturally once one united
Church is formed, even if one portion of
the faithful remains under the Moscow
Patriarchate. I do believe that the majority
of the faithful will become part of the Kyiv
Patriarchate, and this will be the basis on
which other Orthodox Churches in the
world will recognize the Kyiv Patriarchate
as an autocephalous Church, equal among
other Orthodox Churches. 

The Ecumenical Patriarchate cannot
ignore one-third of all the Orthodox
faithful. And that is how many live in
Ukraine — 35 million believers — one-
third of all Orthodox faithful.

I think that those who will not want to
recognize our Church – be it the

Ecumenical Patriarchate or those in Ukraine
— will only bring harm to Orthodoxy, not
only in Ukraine, but throughout the world. 

We will nurture relations with the ecu-
menical patriarch directly as well as through
the Ukrainian Orthodox Church in the
United States, now under Constantinople.
We do not see any obstacles in the future as
to the recognition of the particular
Ukrainian Orthodox Church. 

What kind of relations do you have
with other major religious confessions
in Ukraine?

We have always tried to have good
relations with the [Ukrainian] Greek-
Catholics in Ukraine. We have already
had joint memorial services, most recent-
ly for Olena Teliha, where a Greek-
Catholic priest served with me. Both our
Church and the Greek Catholic Church
share a common goal: to defend the inde-
pendence of the Ukrainian state and in
this matter we work together.

As regards Roman Catholics in
Ukraine, we have normal relations. 

As a matter of fact, the Ukrainian
Orthodox Church – Moscow Patriarchate is
the only one with which we have problems,
precisely because it is united with Moscow.
And I think problems will continue until
we create one particular Ukrainian
Orthodox Church and the Moscow
Patriarchate is no longer on our territory.

For example, only after the fall of the
Ottoman Empire did the great
Constantinople Church fall and divide
into various particular Churches —
Serbian, Romanian, Greek, etc. So, I see
the same situation after the fall of the
Soviet Union. This is all a natural pro-
gression, because the Orthodox Church is
structured on particular Churches that are
united, not administratively, but into one
Orthodox faith, one set of canons and
Christian love among each other.

At this time, would you bless the
visit of Pope John Paul II to Ukraine?

This is a very complex question. I’m not
quite sure the conditions for his visit are
right at this time. But, on the whole, the
holy father can come to Ukraine, if condi-
tions are right and such a visit would bene-
fit not only the Roman Catholics, but the
Ukrainian Church and the Ukrainian state.
We are all Christians — we are Christians
and they are Christians — and given that
we are preparing to celebrate the 2,000th
anniversary of the birth of Christ, we must
show brotherly love and understanding
between the Churches and our people.

by Marta Kolomayets
and Danylo Yanevsky

Special to The Ukrainian Weekly

KYIV — Pronounced an anathema by
the Sobor of the Russian Orthodox Church
(ROC) in Moscow on February 20 for
instigating “divisive activities,” Patriarch
Filaret, the primate of the Ukrainian
Orthodox Church — Kyiv Patriarchate
(UOC-KP), recently talked to The
Ukrainian Weekly and “Pislia Mova,” a
weekly Ukrainian television news program
about this act and its consequences in
Ukraine. 

The Ukrainian Orthodox leader, who
once served as the ROC’s exarch in
Ukraine, broke away from the Moscow-
based Church after Ukraine declared its
independence in 1991. For this move, he
was defrocked by the ROC in 1992. That
same year he united with Patriarch
Mstyslav of the Ukrainian Autocephalous
Orthodox Church, forming the Ukrainian
Orthodox Church — Kyiv Patriarchate. 

After the death of Patriarch Volodymyr
(Vasyl Romaniuk) in the summer of 1995,
Metropolitan Filaret was elected the patri-
arch of the U O C - K P, the second largest
Orthodox Church in Ukraine, which
encompasses more than 3,000 parishes in
Ukraine, Russia and abroad. 

In a declaration issued by the synod of
the Ukrainian Orthodox Church — Kyiv
Patriarchate immediately after the ROC’s
February 20 decision to excommunicate
and execrate Patriarch Filaret, the primate
and six bishops of the UOC-KP state that
“The Ukrainian Orthodox Church — Kyiv
Patriarchate is a national pomisna (particu-
lar) autocephalous Orthodox Church, and
no other particular Church, in this case the
Russian Orthodox Church, has the right to
interfere in the UOC-KP’s matters.” 

Thus, “any resolutions, decisions or acts
by the Russian Orthodox Church have no
bearing — be it canonical or legal — on the
UOC-KP,” the declaration points out.

In a subsequent statement, issued by the
Committee in Defense of Ukrainian
Orthodoxy, on February 26, the position of
Patriarch Filaret and his intention to unite
all the Orthodox Churches functioning in
Ukraine today is clearly defined: “Patriarch
Filaret cares about the creation of one sin-
gular particular Orthodox Church in
Ukraine, separate from the Moscow
Patriarchate. The Moscow hierarchy,
among them traitor Ukrainian bishops, see
this as a divisive act. The Ukrainian state
has the right — similar to the right of other
Orthodox countries — to have its own par-
ticular Orthodox Church. [For example,
Greece, Bulgaria, Romania, Georgia,
Russia, Serbia.] 

The two-page release asks: “In whose
interests is it for Ukraine not to have its own
Particular Church? Ukraine or Russia’s?”

It goes on to explain that the process
of creating one Orthodox Church in
Ukraine has already begun. And it is pre-
cisely for this reason that the ROC has
begun using scare tactics threatening the
hierarchy of the UOC-KP with intimida-
tion and excommunication. [According
to the Committee in Defense of
Ukrainian Orthodoxy, Patriarch Filaret is
not the first to be damned by the Moscow
Church. Hetman Ivan Mazepa also was
excommunicated because of his attempts
to build a Ukrainian state.]

This process of creating one Church
must begin at the grass-roots level —
from the faithful and parish priests —
according to the statement. 

In a related development, on March 5,
a group of right-centrist deputies, includ-
ing Mykola Porovsky and Pavlo
Movchan, met with Patriarch Filaret at

his residence to announce the formation
of a new group in the Verkhovna Rada an
association in defense of canonical
Ukrainian Orthodoxy. The group’s goal is
to introduce “normative” acts in
Parliament defending the rights of
Ukrainian Orthodoxy and helping to unite
Orthodox Churches in Ukraine into one
particular Ukrainian Orthodox Church. 

During the meeting, the deputies said
they would work with the UOC-KP to
establish a dialogue with President Leonid
Kuchma, help spread the UOC-KP posi-
tion among the other Orthodox Churches
in the world and organize a meeting of the
three Orthodox leaders in Ukraine. 

They also said they would ask that such
national landmarks as the Kyiv-Pecherska
Lavra and Pochayiv monasteries be
returned to the UOC-KP and that St.
Andrew’s Sobor be designated as the main
cathedral of the armed forces of Ukraine.

At the end of the meeting with the
deputies, Patriarch Filaret declared that
their vision is one: to unite into one par-
ticular Ukrainian Orthodox Church.
“Those who are against one Ukrainian
Orthodox Church should be considered
enemies of Ukraine, traitors of the
Ukrainian state,” he emphasized. 

* * *
Below is an edited transcript of the

interview with Patriarch Filaret conduct -
ed on February 28 at his residence.

What effect did the decisions of the
Sobor of the Russian Orthodox Church
have on the Ukrainian Orthodox
Church — Kyiv Patriarchate? 

I think that naturally, the decisions of
the Sobor of the ROC will have an effect
on the development of Church life in
Ukraine, and these decisions were first
and foremost intended to impede the
process of unification of Orthodoxy in
Ukraine and the creation of one particu-
lar Ukrainian Orthodox Church.

Recently, Moscow has begun to feel
that Ukraine wants to have its own par-
ticular Orthodox Church, (independent of
Moscow); fearful that this may become a
reality, the bishops of the ROC decided
to attack the patriarch. But, in fact, this
step was directed at the bishops of the
UOC-KP, as if to show them that this
kind of intimidation awaits them as well
if they proceed with the creation of one
particular Ukrainian Orthodox Church. 

However, regardless of these steps taken
by the ROC, I think the unification process
will come from the grass-roots level, from
the faithful, from the parishes and the
parish priests, because recently, more and
more of the Orthodox population is begin-
ning to feel that it has been fooled, betrayed
by the name of the Ukrainian Orthodox
Church [Moscow Patriarchate], which cov-
ered up the latter part of its name, its affili-
ation with the Moscow Patriarchate. 

But, when the people learned that their
parish belongs to the Moscow Patriarchate,
they would often leave and look for a parish
run by the Kyiv Patriarchate. So, we now
have a strong force in our Church that is
beginning to fight for the creation of one
particular Ukrainian Orthodox Church.

How did you receive the news of the
Sobor of the Russian Orthodox Church?

We reacted calmly; our synod imme-
diately drafted a declaration, which stat-
ed that the decisions of the ROC carry no
weight with us, and they have nothing to
do with the UOC-KP, because we are a
particular Church and any particular
Church cannot interfere in the matters of
another particular Church.

I also heard that at the sobor, the ROC

INTERVIEW: Patriarch Filaret on the status of the UOC-KP
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Patriarch Filaret during Epiphany services in January of this year.
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Archbishop Antony (left), Metropolitan Constantine (center) and Archbishop 
Vsevolod concelebrate divine liturgy at St. Volodymyr Cathedral.

Vsevolod prepares to be enthroned archbishop of the Western Eparchy of the 
Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the U.S.A.

JERSEY CITY, N.J. — The Ukrainian
Orthodox Church — Kyiv Patriarchate
recently canonized a new saint: Kyiv
Metropolitan Petro Mohyla (1596-1647).

The canonization ceremony took
place in Kyiv on December 12, 1996,
during a special Sobor of the UOC-KP
held at St. Volodymyr Cathedral. 

The day’s events began with a divine
liturgy and requiem service in
Metropolitan Mohyla’s memory. The
Sobor was opened by Patriarch Filaret;
in attendance were Church hierarchs,
clergy, scholars and cultural activists.

The gathering was addressed by
Patriarch Pimen of the Bulgarian
Orthodox Church, who was present with
other hierarchs from his Church, as well
as by Leonid Kravchuk, first president
of independent Ukraine; Pavlo
Movchan, president of the Prosvita
Society; Volodymyr Muliava, hetman
of the Ukrainian Kozak Society; and A.
Koval, chairman of the government
Committee on Religious Affairs.

The canonization of Metropolitan Petro
Mohyla had been discussed in Church cir-
cles for several years. Then, in October of
1996, the UOC-KP established a commit-
tee on canonization. The life, work and
deeds of Metropolitan Petro Mohyla were
studied, and a decision was made to
declare him a saint.   

In his address to the Sobor, Patriarch
Filaret delineated five fundamental cri-
teria that must be met for canonization:
a martyr’s death or suffering for
Christ’s faith; miraculous deeds; a right-
eous life (not always exemplified by
miraculous deeds); service to the
Church in disseminating Christianity;
service as a church prelate. 

From nobleman to metropolitan
According to the Encyclopedia of

Ukraine (Volume III, University of
Toronto Press, 1993), Petro Mohyla was a
nobleman, son of Simeon, hospodar of
Wallachia and Moldavia, and the
Hungarian princess Margareta. He was
tutored at the Lviv Dormition
Brotherhood School and studied theology,
first at the Zamostia Academy and later in
Holland and France. After his return to
Ukraine, he entered the military service of
the Polish crown hetman and fought as an
officer against the Turks in the battles of
Cecora (1620) and Khotyn (1621). 

In 1621-1627 he received estates in
the Kyiv region. Through his friendship

with Metropolitan Yov Boretsky, he
became interested in the affairs of the
Ukrainian Orthodox Church. In 1627 he
was chosen archimandrite of the Kyivan
Cave Monastery. 

As archimandrite and a deputy in the
Polish Sejm, Mohyla lobbied the Polish
government to restore the legality of the
Orthodox Church in the Polish
Commonwealth, which it did in 1632.
That same year, Orthodox deputies in
the Sejm nominated Mohyla as the met-
ropolitan of Kyiv. He was consecrated
on May 7, 1633, in the Dormition
Church in Lviv.

As metropolitan, the encyclopedia
notes, Mohyla improved the Church’s
organizational structure, set strict dogmat-
ic guidelines, reformed the monastic
orders and enriched the theological canon.  

Scholarly pursuits
He brought together a circle of schol-

ars and cultural leaders known as the
Mohyla Atheneum, which produced an
impressive body of theological scholar-
ship, prepared new editions of the Bible
and the lives of the saints, and elaborat-
ed a new catechism. Mohyla himself is
the author of numerous theological
w o r k s .

In 1631 Mohyla established a school
at the Kyivan Cave Monastery
(Pecherska Lavra); a year later it was
merged with the Kyiv Epiphany
Brotherhood School to create a college,
the Kyivan Mohyla Academy, which
became the largest center of scholarship
and education in Eastern Europe.  

Under Metropolitan Mohyla’s guid-
ance, printing flourished and the Kyivan
Cave Monastery Press published numer-
ous important works. He donated a large
portion of his personal wealth to uncover-
ing and restoring medieval churches and
other religious landmarks in Kyiv, includ-

ing St. Sophia Cathedral, the Church of
the Tithes (marking the first archeological
excavation in Ukraine), churches at the
Pecherska Lavra and others. 

Metropolitan Mohyla established
close educational and cultural ties with
other Orthodox Churches, particularly
with those in Moldavia and Wallachia. 

He bequeathed most of his estate to
various Church institutions. He was
buried in the Dormition Cathedral
(which was destroyed in 1941) at the
Kyivan Cave Monastery.

Saint’s feast day
January 1, 1997, marked the 350th

anniversary of the death of Metropolitan
Petro Mohyla. January 1 (according to
the Gregorian calendar) has been set
aside as the new saint’s feast day. 

The Sobor of the Ukrainian Orthodox
Church — Kyiv Patriarchate also decid-
ed to prepare an icon of the new saint,
to publish his life story, compose a
divine liturgy in his name, and build a
church in his honor in Kyiv. 

The Ukrainian Orthodox Church —
Moscow Patriarchate decided at its last
synod to also canonize Petro Mohyla.

UNESCO recognizes Mohyla
In related news, to mark the 400th

anniversary of Mohyla’s birth, UNESCO
held an international scholarly colloquium
at its headquarters in Paris. The
November 5, 1996, event was organized
by the Embassy of Ukraine in France,
with the participation of the Shevchenko
Scientific Society of Europe. 

Among the colloquium’s speakers were
Ukraine’s Ambassador to France Yurii
Kochubei, Vice Prime Minister for
Humanitarian Affairs Ivan Kuras, Patriarch
Filaret of the UOC-KP, and Bishop Michael
Hrynchyshyn, exarch of the Ukrainian
Catholic Church in France. 

Metropolitan Petro Mohyla canonized by Ukrainian Orthodox Church

Metropolitan Petro Mohyla

Khristina Lew
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the Western Eparchy, which has 30 parish-
e s .

The unification of the two largest
Ukrainian Orthodox Churches in the
United States completes the unification of
all Ukrainian Orthodox Churches beyond
the borders of Ukraine, all of which are
now under the spiritual authority of the
Ecumenical Patriarchate of Constantinople. 

Enthronement banquet
A banquet honoring Archbishop

Vsevolod was held at St. Volodymyr
Cathedral parish hall following his
enthronement. The hierarchs were greeted
by the cathedral’s choir, Boyan;
Volodymyr Masur, president of the Parish
Council; and Dr. Gayle Woloschak, mem-
ber of the Metropolitan Council. The 170
guests were then entertained by the Surma
men’s choir and students of the Saturday
School at St. Andrew Church in
Bloomingdale, Ill. 

During the banquet Archbishop
Vsevolod spoke of the need to unite
Ukrainian Orthodox and Ukrainian
Catholics into one Kyivan Church. He cited
the efforts of Orthodox Metropolitan Petro
Mohyla (who was canonized in December
1996) and Catholic Metropolitan Andrey
Sheptytsky to “find unity between our two
Churches.” 

The archbishop contended that “in
helping our brother and sister Orthodox
in Ukraine to create one united Orthodox
Church, we will be supporting a dialogue
for the creation of one Ukrainian
Church.” He then greeted Ukrainian
Catholic Bishops Wiwchar and Losten. 

Archbishop Vsevolod has long been
an advocate of rapprochement between
Ukrainian Orthodox and Ukrainian
Catholics. In Lviv in May 1992 he
became the first Orthodox bishop in 400
years to address a Ukrainian Catholic
Synod of Bishops. 

In August 1992 he and Bishop Losten
initiated the creation of the Kyivan Church
Study Group, an unofficial, informal ecu-
menical dialogue between Orthodox and
Catholics. The group, composed of 15
interested bishops and theologians, has
met six times since 1992 to study, accord-
ing to the Rev. Andriy Chirovsky of the
Ukrainian Catholic Church, “how to get
back to one Kyivan Church in communion
with Rome and Constantinople.”  

The Kyivan Church Study Group has
met with Pope John Paul II and Ecumenical
Patriarch Bartholomaios of Constantinople,
and has the blessings of both Cardinal
Myroslav Ivan Lubachivsky, primate of the
Ukrainian Catholic Church, and Patriarch
Bartholomaios for their work. 

Throughout the course of the banquet,
Archbishop Vsevolod’s enthronement
was greeted by government officials,
Church leaders and representatives of
Ukrainian community organizations. Pat
Mikulski, special assistant to Jim Edgar,
extended the Illinois governor’s best
wishes. Ukrainian Consul General Victor
Kyryk of Chicago hailed the unification
of the two largest Orthodox Churches in
the United States and called for the unity
of Orthodox Churches in Ukraine.   

Unity also was the theme of Bishop
Losten’s and Archbishop Antony’s greet-
ings.  Bishop Losten spoke of the work of
the Kyivan Church Study Group and said,
“there is no reason in the world for us to be
divided.” Archbishop Antony expressed
his wish to Archbishop Vsevolod that “you
and your flock throughout the western
United States become one.”

The Rev. Myron Panchuk of Ss.
Volodymyr and Olha Ukrainian Catholic
Church extended his best wishes, as did

THE MOVEMENT TOWARD UNITY OF UKRAINIAN ORTHODOX CHURCHES

Archbishop Vsevolod addresses the faithful after his enthronement. Archbishop Antony stands behind Vsevolod; Metropolitan 
Constantine stands on the right. 

Vsevolod enters the sanctuary for the vesting.

(Continued from page 1)
Vsevolod enthroned... the Very Rev. Archimandrite Damian of

Ss. Peter and Paul Orthodox Church in
Palos Park, Ill. 

Numerous community organizations
sent greetings. Orest Baranyk of the
Ukrainian Congress Committee of
America welcomed the newly enthroned
archbishop, and the local Self-Reliance
Federal Credit Union and First Security
Federal Savings Bank each donated
$1,000 in recognition of unification. 

Vsevolod’s vision for the Church
Archbishop Vsevolod was the bishop of

the 45,000-member Ukrainian Orthodox
Church of America for nine years before
its unification with the Ukrainian
Orthodox Church of the U.S.A. in
November 1996. A psychoanalyst by
training, the newly enthroned archbishop
sees the Church’s mission as threefold. 

First, he said, the unity of the Ukrainian
Orthodox Church beyond the borders of
Ukraine must serve as an example for the
disunited Church in Ukraine. “We must
help our disunited brothers in Ukraine to
achieve a unity, because unity in Ukraine
is very important. Here, beyond the territo-
ry of Ukraine, we have a dialogue going
with the Ukrainian Catholics. What kind
of a dialogue can you start in Ukraine?” he
said. 

Metropolitan Constantine said it is the
prayer of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church
of the U.S.A. that the fragmented Orthodox
Church in Ukraine unite into one body.
“How can one Church be fragmented into
four sections?” he said. “It is uncanonical,
and it is certainly a scandal. It is a scar not
only on Orthodoxy, but on Christianity, and
a scar on Ukraine itself.” 

In addition to encouraging unity in
Ukraine, Archbishop Vsevolod said
Orthodox  should continue their dialogue
with Ukrainian Catholics. “We are the
same tradition. We are the same Kyivan
Church. I want all the years of bickering
we had to cease,” he said.  

Finally, the archbishop said he would
focus his efforts on building the self-
esteem of Ukrainians by developing the
church as a cultural center and bringing
young people back into the fold. 

Khristina Lew



events of 1921 took place around the
feast day. The icon was accompanied
with the words of the famous hymn,
“Under thy refuge, o Mother of God, the
Ukrainian Church seeks refuge.”

Later pages, in both Ukrainian and
English, contained articles and pho-
tographs: a biography of Metropolitan
Lypkivsky, participants of the Sobor of
1921, the episcopacy of the Church, the
two metropolitans who succeeded
Metropolitan Vasyl (Mykola Boretsky
and Ivan Pavlovsky), the original texts of
the announcement of the Sobor of 1921,
as well as the canonical establishment of
the autocephalous Church, contained in a
speech by the minister of religion of the
Ukrainian government, Oleksander
Lototsky. The book was prepared by the
pastor of the parish who holds a Ph.D. in
history.

The program was officially opened by
the parish board president, Nicholas
Geba, who thanked all for attending. The
children’s selections were organized by
Olena Lisovych. Three bandura selec-
tions were played by Katya Perepelytsya,
followed by recitation of a poem. Four
children then recited poetry especially
prepared for the program. The children
then led the guests in prayer before the
meal, by singing the Lord’s prayer, “Our
Father.” They were prepared and direct-
ed by the assistant director of the church
choir, Jane Yavarow.

As Father Partykevich blessed the food,
the children sang “Amen” and then rushed
to the kitchen to help serve the dinner pre-
pared by members of the parish .

The main speaker of the program was
Dr. Frank Sysyn, director of the Petro
Jacyk Center for Historical Research at
the Canadian Institute of Ukrainian
Studies in  Edmonton. He tied the events
of 1921 to the original Ukrainian
Orthodox parish in Boston, Holy Trinity,
whose parishioners were motivated by
the events in their homeland to join the
Autocephalous Church and come under
the leadership of Metropolitan John
Theodorovych, who had been sent by
Kyiv to shepherd Ukrainian Orthodox
faithful in the U.S. and Canada.

The parish choir under the direction of
Mr. Moroz sang four selections: “Lord,
now let thy servant depart in peace,” “The
Angel Cried to the Virgin,” “Noble
Joseph” and “Wounded Mother.” Over
$5,000 was raised by the event, and a
donation of $5,000 was made to the
Ukrainian Orthodox Academy and
Seminary in Kyiv.
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by Maria Kajko

BOSTON – The Ukrainian Orthodox
Parish of St. Andrew the First-Called
Apostle in Boston on November 17,
1996, solemnly commemorated the 75th
anniversary of the establishment of the
Ukrainian Autocephalous Orthodox
Church in Ukraine (1921). The day
began with celebration of the divine
liturgy served by the pastor, the Rev.
Archimandrite Andriy Partykevich, and
the Rev. Patrick Yamniuk from Canada.
The parish choir, under the direction of
Eugene Moroz, sang the responses.

On the tetrapod, along with the tradi-
tional icon of the Apostle St. Andrew,
stood a very large portrait of
Metropolitan Vasyl Lypkivsky, the first
bishop of the Ukrainian Autocephalous
Orthodox Church, who was consecrated
in 1921 and died a martyr’s death.

The sermon by the Rev. Partykevich
was directed primarily at the children of
the Sunday School who were present. He
told the story of the life of Metropolitan
Vasyl, who loved God and his Church.
While holding pictures of the metropoli-
tan for the children to view, the Rev.
Partykevich urged the children to never
give up their faith in God and their work
in the Church, and take as an example
the life of faith of Metropolitan Vasyl.

Following the divine liturgy, a memo-
rial service was celebrated for the repose
of the souls of Metropolitan Vasyl and
all the martyred bishops, priests, monks
and faithful of the Ukrainian
Autocephalous Orthodox Church.

A commemorative dinner and pro-
gram followed the divine services. A
specially prepared 50-page commemora-
tive book honored the occasion. Its cover
was a rendering of St. Sophia Sobor in
Kyiv with the words “75th Anniversary
of the Ukrainian Autocephalous
Orthodox Church”; the first page con-
tained a color icon of the Protection of
the Mother of God (Pokrova), as the

Boston parish commemorates
75th anniversary of UAOC
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Mr. Udovenko also said the Ukrainian
government is struggling to forge a “mid-
dle class” within the country’s economy.
“We lost any sense of middle-income
earners following Stalin’s policy of col-
lectivization,” he said. 

President Kuchma is expected to pass a
decree allowing Ukraine’s State Property
Fund to privatize through foreign invest-
ment. Last month, Prime Minister Pavlo
Lazarenko told a Kyiv meeting of directors
of the European Bank for Reconstruction
and Development that the government
plans to offer shares in all major Ukrainian
companies by June. Shares in at least 105
out of 228 companies are to be offered to
foreign investors. 

Although Ukraine has privatized small
business, it has placed only half of about
17,000 medium and large enterprises into
the hands of shareholders. 

According to the Economist
Intelligence Unit, an organization affiliated
with The Economist magazine, Ukraine’s
economy is expected to grow by only 1
percentage point this year. Other former
Soviet and Eastern European countries

with similar forecasts of slow economic
growth include Russia, Bulgaria,
Kazakstan and Uzbekistan. 

While trying to turn Ukraine’s economy
around, Mr. Udovenko said Ukrainians also
have to change their attitudes. “When
they’re faced with privatizing, a lot of peo-
ple say, ‘What for?’ After 70 years of Com-
munist rule, they’re still under the mentality
that the state runs everything,” he said. 

During his brief stay in Ottawa,
Foreign Affairs Minister Udovenko also
met with Governor General Romeo
LeBlanc and had lunch with the speaker
of the Senate, Gildas Molgat. 

On March 6, Mr. Udovenko left for
Winnipeg, where he was accompanied by
Mr. Axworthy, who represents a local
federal riding in the House of Commons. 

In Manitoba’s capital city, Mr.
Udovenko met with Premier Gary
Filmon and addressed a joint meeting of
the Ukrainian Canadian Congress and the
Winnipeg Chamber of Commerce. 

The foreign affairs minister returned to
Ottawa on March 7 and took a flight to
Washington, where he was to meet with
another former ambassador to the United
Nations, Madeleine K. Albright, who is
now the U.S. secretary of state.

THE UKRAINIAN WEEKLY      SUNDAY, MARCH 9, 1997 13No. 10

(Continued from page 1)
Udovenko in Canada...

information on Russia’s gold and diamond
reserves is a state secret “since six years
have passed since Russia became a sepa-
rate state,” he added.

He said Minister Serov walked out of
the initial session after calling the
Ukrainian requests for information “dic-
tates,” but  later returned to the table.

Vice Prime Minister Pynzenyk said at
the weekly press briefing of the Cabinet
of Ministers on March 6 that the negotia-
tions were difficult and at times hostile,
but “we did not think the issues would be
resolved with one meeting and will con-
tinue to work to reach agreement.”

Mr. Buteiko was more direct in his
appraisal of the negotiations – and not as
accommodating. “I believe that the major
problem in Ukrainian-Russian relations
is not concrete issues, but an unwilling-
ness on Russia’s part to accept an inde-
pendent Ukraine,” he explained.

The Moscow side was angered by the
Verkhovna Rada’s failure on February 19
to ratify an agreement in which the
Ukrainian side would forfeit its share of the
Soviet Union’s assets in return for Russia
assuming Ukraine’s share of the foreign
debt. Ukraine’s portion of the USSR’s $81
billion foreign debt was pegged at 16.37
percent in December 1991 at a meeting of
the new states that emerged from the rubble
of the Soviet Union. 

Instead of  ratifying a 1994 agreement
between Russia and Ukraine on the
specifics of how the asset/liability issue
would be settled, which was labeled the
“zero option” agreement, the Verkhovna
Rada passed, by a vote of 233 to 70, a
declaration that the legislative body
would consider ratification of the agree-
ment only after Russia divulged the
specifics regarding the value of Soviet
assets and debts. It assigned Ukraine’s
Cabinet of Ministers the mission of get-
ting the numbers and making a recom-
mendation to the Verkhovna Rada on the
advisability of ratifying the “zero option”
agreement.

It also tasked the Cabinet delegation
with having Moscow acknowledge that it
still owes approximately $700 million to
legal entities in Ukraine and $18 million
to private individuals as agreed in the
1994 accord, money that was held in the
Soviet Union’s Vneshekonombank. Mr.
Doroshenko said the Russian side had
agreed to make those repayments.

However, the rest of the issue will not
be settled soon if current attitudes pre-
vail. While Ukraine’s Verkhovna Rada
refuses to consider ratification of the
“zero option” until Moscow spits up the
numbers, Moscow has said that it will
withhold information until Ukraine rati-
fies the 1994 agreement.

Ukraine is the only former Soviet repub-
lic that has not settled with Russia on the
assets and liabilities of the Soviet Union.

(Continued from page 1)
U k r a i n i a n - R u s s i a n . . .

first in Russia and subsequently introduced
to other NIS countries, including Ukraine. 

To present the Clinton administration’s
position regarding the proposed 1998 bud-
get request in the international affairs arena,
Secretary of State Madeleine Albright testi-
fied before two House committees, the
International Relations Committee, chaired
by Rep. Benjamin Gilman (R-N.Y.), and
the Subcommittee on Foreign Operations
of the Appropriations Committee, chaired
by Rep. Sonny Callahan (R-Ala.). 

Secretary Albright mentioned the suc-
cess of Ukraine’s transition to a market-
oriented economic system and lauded
Ukraine’s new democracy as “fundamen-
tal to Europe’s future.” Furthermore, in
discussions about NATO’s eastward
expansion she noted that, “an enhanced
relationship with Ukraine” must exist. 

Republican leaders in Congress also
agree that American leadership in world
affairs is crucial for security and democracy.
In an op-ed article in The Washington
Times, Sen. Trent Lott (R-Miss.) argued
that America must maintain its presence
throughout the world, yet more efficient
international spending techniques also are
required. It was noted by the Senate majori-
ty leader that five former secretaries of state
have endorsed plans to consolidate three
foreign affairs bureaucracies – the United
States Agency for International
Development (USAID), United States
Information Agency (USIA) and the United
States Arms Control and Disarmament
Agency (ACDA) – under the aegis of the
State Department. 

“The debate over the appropriate level of
American spending on international affairs
should be driven by American interests –
not the self-interest of bureaucrats and fed-
eral grant recipients,” stated Sen. Lott. Few

Americans would find fault with that state-
ment. Sen. Lott wishes to engage the
administration in a dialogue about the rudi-
mentary programs that ensure America’s
commitment to world peace and security. 

At a briefing at the State Department
on the FY 1998 international affairs bud-
get, Secretaries Albright and Robert
Rubin of the Treasury Department spoke
on the proposed increased spending lev-
els. Both acknowledged that the promo-
tion of political stability worldwide must
be accompanied by an American com-
mitment to financial assistance.

In a similar vein, Richard Morningstar,
ambassador to the NIS who also oversees
technical assistance to Ukraine, outlined
the principles on which President
Clinton’s budgetary requests are based in
a telephone conference call with mem-
bers of the Ukrainian American commu-
nity. Taking into account the national
security interests of the United States and

the need to sustain economic growth in
stable market democracies in the NIS,
Ambassador Morningstar specifically
noted that funding to Ukraine will focus
on technical assistance and eventually
will include the PFF program. 

The PFF program will enable Ukraine
to remove many of the impediments that
hamper the reform process. According to
Ambassador Morningstar,  Western
investment in the Ukrainian economy
provides an opportunity for a substantial
increase in trade and commerce, though
tax reform and standard accounting prac-
tices need to be adopted. 

In order to build upon the success of pre-
vious reform efforts, the PFF program would
encourage U.S. firms to invest in Ukraine to
promote sustained economic growth. Other
areas of concentration under the PFF pro-
gram include the expansion of law enforce-
ment agencies to act as deterrents to crime
and corruption. 

(Continued from page 3)
Tough negotiations. ..
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If you are a self-motivated, hard-working and bright individual, you can supplement your 
income by referring customers to our advertising department. Your earnings will be based 

on the amount of advertising you attract to our pages.

For details please write or call: Svoboda Administration, Advertising Department: 
Maria Szeparowycz, 30 Montgomery Street, Jersey City, NJ 07302     (201) 434-0237

Trendy developments 
in current NHL campaign

When Boston Bruins’ defenseman Ray
Bourque played in his first NHL game in
1979, winds of change were blowing
across the league. Not so now. Now the
winds bring crisp, green bills, lots of them,
with about as many zeroes as the Boston
Bruins have consecutive playoff berths.

Okay, okay, maybe not quite that many.
Over the past decade, salaries have jumped
higher than Mike Foligno in his prime, but
the Bruins haven’t missed the playoffs since
1966-1967 – an incredible 29 seasons.
Bourque, 36, has now been there for 17 of
them and he has been named to the first- or
second-team all-star squad every year.

This season, Bourque played in his
18th All-Star Game, a streak of consis-
tent excellence that may never be
matched. But the way the Bruins are
playing, if the trend holds, the playoff
streak is over. If the season were to end
February 25, the Bruins’ winning per-
centage would leave them in 13th and
last place in the Eastern Conference.

Here’s a report of other interesting
trends and developments of the 1996-1997
season. (The lockout-shortened 1994-1995
season is not used in comparisons.)

• Projected number of points to win
scoring title: 138, Mario Lemieux. Last
time so few points won the title (full sea-
son): 130, Wayne Gretzky, 1993-1994.

• Only player to finish in the top-10 in
scoring in each of the past three seasons:
Jaromir Jagr (second this season).

• Projected percentage of games in
which a goalie will record a shutout:
12.6. Previous high: 15.1, 1969-1970.

• Average goals per game this season
after 649 games: 5.9. Average goals per
game last season: 6.3. Last time goals per

game was so low: 1969-1970, 5.8.
• Number of coach-GMs at the start of

the 1994-1995 season: five (John Muckler,
Buffalo; Bob Gainey, Dallas; Scotty
Bowman, Detroit; Mike Keenan, St.
Louis; John Paddock, Winnipeg). Number
of coach-GMs today: one (Bowman).

• Projected number of 50-goal scorers
this season: four. Number of 50-goal
scorers in 1992-1993: 13. Number of 50-
goal scorers last season: eight.

• Number of projected 100-point scor-
ers this season: four. Number of 100-
point scorers in 1992-1993: 21. Last time
there were fewer 100-point scorers:
1977-1978 (three).

• Strong candidates to miss playoffs:
Toronto, Los Angeles, San Jose and
Calgary in the Western Conference;
Ottawa, New York Islanders, Boston and
Tampa Bay in the Eastern Conference.

• Last time Boston missed the play-
offs: 1966-1967. Last time Toronto and
Boston both missed the playoffs: Never.

• Number of trades involving NHLers
since the start of the season: 25. Number
of trades over same time period last sea-
son: 38.

• Early candidate for coach of the
year: Ted Nolan, Buffalo Sabres.

• Candidate to be top rookie scorer and
first St. Louis Blues player to be named
rookie of the year: Jim Campbell, on
pace for 55 points. Last time the leading
rookie scorer had fewer points: 1976-
1977, Willi Plett had 56 points.

• Number of goalies with a save per-
centage 91.0 or above: 20. Number of
goalies who finished last season with a
SP 91.0 or above: 10.

• Projected penalty minute total for
Vancouver Canuck Gino Odjick: 412.
Highest all-time single-season total:

Ukrainian pro hockey update 
by Ihor Stelmach

Goaltenders G P MINS G A W L T SHO PCT
D. Wakaluk, Phoenix 16 782 2.99 8 3 1 1 89.9
K. Hrudey, San Jose 36 1927 3.24 14 17 3 0 88.7

Player Team G P G A PTS P I M
W.Gretzky N.Y. Rangers 61 16 61 77 14
K.Tkachuk Phoenix 59 37 26 63 144
P.Bondra Washington 54 36 23 59 62
D.Andreychuk N.J. 58 21 25 46 38
O. Tverdovsky Phoenix 59 8 35 43 22
D. Khristich L.A. 54 13 28 41 24
E. Olczyk L.A. 57 17 17 34 36
D. Hawerchuk Philadelphia 46 12 21 33 32
S. Konowalchuk Washington 54 12 18 30 46
A. Zhitnik Buffalo 57 4 22 26 73
A. Nikolishin Washington 50 8 13 21 18
D. Babych Vancouver 54 5 15 20 30
B. Bellows Anaheim 46 8 10 18 12
C. Leschyshyn Hartford 58 4 14 18 26
T. Hlushko Calgary 49 6 9 15 26
R. Matvichuk Dallas 55 5 7 12 85
K. Daneyko N.J. 54 2 7 9 54
D. Nemirovsky Florida 21 3 3 6 26
A. Godynyuk Hartford 41 1 5 6 28
J. Kocur Detroit 16 1 0 1 42
Y. Namestnikov Vancouver 2 0 0 0 4
A. Vasilevski St. Louis 3 0 0 0 2
W. Belak Colorado 5 0 0 0 11
M. Kolesar Toronto 7 0 0 0 0
D. Chyzowski Chicago 8 0 0 0 6

Ukrainian scoring leaders 
(through games of February 20)

(Continued on page 15)
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472, Dave Schultz, Philadelphia Flyers,
1 9 7 4 - 1 9 7 5 .

Tverdovsky takes off in
Phoenix

It isn’t really accurate to say Oleg
Tverdovsky is surprising a lot of people this
season. There was always the feeling this
20-year-old Ukrainian defenseman was an
offensive force just waiting to bust loose.

One trade and one franchise relocation
later, Tverdovsky is ascending to the top.
The third-year NHLer, selected second
over-all by the Mighty Ducks of
Anaheim in the 1994 entry draft, is one
of the league’s rising young stars. His
selection to the Western Conference All-
Star Team is confirmation of that.

“In Phoenix I am being allowed to do
what I do best,” Tverdovsky said, “I’m
being given an opportunity to play by the
coach. In Anaheim (coach Ron Wilson
and I) didn’t get along. Maybe I just
didn’t fit into his system.

“What surprised me was I was brought
in to be an offensive player, but they
weren’t prepared to live with me playing
that style. (Wilson) was afraid I would
make mistakes and I guess he figured the
team just couldn’t afford mistakes.”

Tverdovsky still makes the occasional
blooper, but the Coyotes can live with them
as long as he continues to deliver. He has
been a consistent presence, as his scoring
totals indicate: at press time he had eight
goals and 35 assists in 59 games. These
numbers are good enough to rank him third
among all NHL defensemen in scoring.

“In a year when our team has been very
inconsistent, he has been stable,” said
Coyotes’ Coach Don Hay. “And we have
put a lot of faith in him to play in all situa-
tions: power play, regular shift and short-
handed. The way he has played, he
deserves to be in all those situations.”

The biggest difference this season,
Tverdovsky says, is the lack of pressure
he feels. During his draft year of 1993-
1994, one NHL scout made an outra-
geous comparison between him and
Bobby Orr. The comparison stuck with
Tverdovsky through his stay in Anaheim.

“To be compared to the greatest player
who ever played the game, in a new city
where people don’t understand there is
only one Bobby Orr, was difficult,”
Tverdovsky said.

There were other factors. Aside from
his inability to please Wilson, there was

also an incident he still is uncomfortable
discussing. His mother was abducted last
year in Ukraine and held for ransom for
three weeks. She was eventually released
unharmed. While she was being held
captive, he was traded, along with center
Chad Kilger, to the Winnipeg Jets for
superstar Teemu Selanne.

“It was a hard time,” Tverdovsky said.
“I don’t really like to talk about my moth-
er’s situation. The trade was difficult
because neither Chad nor I were capable of
scoring 76 goals like Teemu did one year. I
understand why fans would be upset, but
there was nothing we could do about it.”

Tverdovsky said he welcomed the
move to Phoenix.

“Two months in Winnipeg was
enough,” he said. “The people were nice,
but the weather ... it was too cold. Phoenix
is more like California. I like that.”

Away from the rink, he loves to shoot pool
and go to the movies. His English is near per-
fect. Tverdovsky is making an impact in North
America, and his success hasn’t gone unno-
ticed by older European players.

“He has the speed and offense to be one
of the best defensemen in the league – a top
player,” said 38-year-old Detroit Red
Wings’ defenseman Slava Fetisov.
“Anytime a young Russian player [Fetisov
stands to be corrected as Tverdovsky
proudly admits to being 100 percent
Ukrainian] does well, I am proud.”

Hay has so much confidence in
Tverdovsky’s ability, he teams him with
veteran Teppo Numminen to play against
the opposition’s top lines.

“What makes him special is he really
wants to learn to play the game against
the best players,” Hay said. “He wants to
learn how to play against the best players
in his own zone. He has great offensive
instincts, but it’s the fact he wants to be a
complete player that make him a player
our team can build around.”

Success may not change Tverdovsky,
but it will change the amount he earns. He
is getting $600,000 this season, his third
and final year of a $4.2 million contract.
When he signs a new deal, it will likely be
in the range of $2 million a season.

Coyotes’ Ukrainian teammate and
team captain Keith Tkachuk said
Tverdovsky is worth at least that.

“He’s only 20 years old and look at
the impact he makes,” Tkachuk said.
“It’s going to be fun watching him devel-
op into one of the best in the league. He’s
well on his way.”

(Thanks to Mike Brophy, senior writer
for The Hockey News, for quotes.)

(Continued from page 14)
Pro hockey...

WILKES BARRE, Pa., DISTRICT COMMITTEE
of the

UKRAINIAN NATIONAL ASSOCIATION
announces that its

ANNUAL DISTRICT COMMITTEE MEETING
will be held on

SUNDAY, MARCH 16, 1997 at 2:00 PM

at 228 Maple Road, Berwick, Pa.

Obligated to attend the annual meeting as voting mem bers are District Committee Officers,
Convention Delegates and two delegates fro m the following Branches:

164, 169, 236, 282, 333

All UNA members are welcome as guests at the meeting.

MEETING WILL BE ATTENDED BY:
Walter Korchynsky, UNA Advisor

DISTRICT COMMITTEE
Taras Butrej, Chairman

Tania M. Snavely, Secretary
Henry Bolosky, Treasurer



and completely ruined Kyiv in 1169 in
order to escape paying taxes, was at least
generally mentioned in one textbook
after lengthy negotiations.

One important document, the Model
Curriculum for Human Rights and
Genocide was published in 1988 for the
California State Board of Education by the
State Department of Education in 1988.
This document includes the Ukrainian
Famine of 1933 in Appendix B. The
UAAAC now feels confident that, after
such corrections and additions. favorable
to Ukraine are introduced in books des-
tined for California schools, other states
will have no choice but to buy these cor-
rected textbooks for their school systems.
Smaller publishers will undoubtedly fol-
low suit and correct their information in
the near future.

The credibility of the UAAAC at the
California State Department of Education
was greatly boosted in 1990, after the
UAAAC reviewed a video-textbook combi-
nation created by the University of North
Carolina glorifying the “democratic” Soviet
Union with “perestroika” and “glasnost”
and presenting Mikhail Gorbachev as the
main hero. On this video, smiling Ukrainian
school children listened to Russian folk
tales and dutifully responded in Russian to

their teachers’ questions. The UAAAC dis-
suaded the California State Department of
Education from buying this video-textbook
combination on the grounds that, with the
new economic and political freedoms intro-
duced by Mr. Gorbachev, the Soviet Union
would begin disintegrating within a year.
This, of course, proved to be true and the
California State Department of Education
saved hundreds of thousands of dollars by
declining to buy this “educational” tool for
its school system.

As in previous years, the UAAAC
couldn’t have successfully arranged its
exhibit in Washington without the help of
local patriotic individuals who provided
transportation, loaned tables, chairs and art
objects for the exhibit, plus storage space
for the heavy boxes full of books. They
also helped tend the exhibit booth during
the convention. (Special thanks must go to
Dr. Larry and Donna Kalynevych and Dr.
Jerry and Lesya Lorentz of Washington for
their assistance and support.)

The UAAAC is supported solely by
the dues of its members and a few gener-
ous contributors who believe in this
important cause. Individuals who wish to
become members or would like to offer
their assistance in this important educa-
tional process may contact: Ukrainian-
American Academic Association of
California, 4935 Fair Oaks Blvd.,
Carmichael, CA 95608; telephone, (916)
482-0356.
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IOWA CITY, Iowa – “Ukrainian
Recipes,” the latest in a series of “stock-
ing stuffer” cookbooks in the popular
recipe-card-file size format pesents
Ukrainian cooking as one of the best
homestyle cuisines of the world – basic,
fresh, wholesome and nutritious.

Ukrainian food is not often found in
restaurants, for it is a style of cooking
best meant for families, for homecom-
ings and for holidays. The majority of
recipes in this book come from Ukrainian
American homes, where Joanne Asala,
who collected the recipes, shared the
food and native traditions.

The cookbook’s 160 pages include
recipes for daily fare and festive celebra-
tions. Notes and menus for traditional

observances of Christmas, Easter and the
wedding feast are included with the
recipes. Among these are flummery, or
“kutia,” one of the most sacred of ritual
dishes, Easter bread, or “paska,” and
honey nut cake.

On the cover is a photo of a three-
pronged wood-carved candelabra.
Examples of exquisite symbolic folk art,
especially Easter eggs or pysanky, are
found throughout the book with reference
to the significance of the various designs.

Penfield Press has published 32
“stocking stuffer” titles.

The book is available via mail, postpaid,
from: Penfield Press, 215 Brown St., Iowa
City, IA 52245 Price: one for $6.95; two
for $12, three for $18; four for $22.

“Stocking stuffer” Ukrainian recipes

To order  by mail s end $15 for
CDs and $10 for cassettes plus
$2.50 for shippin g and handling
(U .S. funds only) to:

FATA MORGANA
185 Beacon Ave #5
Jer sey City, NJ 07306

For  informat ion about prev ious
FATA MORGANA releases 
and performance availa bilit y, 
call (20 1) 6 59- 0906.

FATA MORGANA
Complete your
collection today
and enjoy the
music of one of
the most popular
bands today.

Need a back issue?
If you’d like to obtain a back issue of The Ukrainian Weekly, 

send $2 per copy (first-class postage included) to: 
Administration, The Ukrainian Weekly, 30 Montgomery St., Jersey City, NJ 07302. 

NEW RELEASE

(Continued from page 6)
Ukrainian American...

TO ALL MEMBERS OF UNA BRANCH 10
In Philadelphia, PA

As of March 1, 1997, the secretary’s duties of Branch 10 in
Philadelphia, PA were assumed by Mrs. Lubov Streletsky.
We ask all members of Branch 10 to direct all correspon-
dence regarding membership and insurance, as well as
their membership premiums to the address listed below:

Mrs. Lubov Streletsky
9804 Hardy Rd.

Philadelphia, PA 19115
(215) 677-3020

ATTENTION
ALL MEMBERS OF UNA BRANCH 95
Please be advised that Branch 95 had merged with 

Branch 10 as of March 1, 1997. All inquries, monthly 
payments and requests for changes should be sent 

to Ms. Lubov Streletsky, Branch Secretary.

Mrs. Lubov Streletsky
9804 Hardy Rd.

Philadelphia, PA 19115
(215) 677-3020



The Chaika Dance Ensemble of Yonkers, N.Y., celebrated its 15th year of exis-
tence with a dinner-dance held at the Ukrainian Youth Center in Yonkers on
November 23, 1996. The 130 participants included 65 Chaika members. Over 120
dancers from the tri-state area have performed with Chaika over the past 15
years. Chaika, operating under the auspices of the Ukrainian American Youth
Association of Yonkers, has performed at the Lincoln Center, the United Nations,
the Southern Baptist Convention in Georgia, the Garden State Arts Center in New
Jersey and the University of Pittsburgh, and at festivals at Hunter Mountain, the
Verkhovyna estate in Glen Spey, N.Y, the SUM-A resort in Ellenville, N.Y., Wilkes-
Barre and Chester, Pa., Baltimore and Montreal, to name a few. The troupe has
donated thousands of dollars from performances to benefit the Ukrainian Medical
Relief Fund of the Ukrainian American Youth Association and for the building of a
new youth camp at the SUM-A resort. The dinner-dance provided an opportunity
to pay tribute to Chaika founder and choreographer Orest Rusynko, who
announced his retirement this year. His tremendous energy and choreographic tal-
ent powered Chaika to recognition as one of the premier Ukrainian dance ensem-
bles in the diaspora. A vibrant “Kolomyika” (seen above) by all past and present
members of Chaika highlighted the celebration. Chaika now embarks upon a new
era under choreographer Gregory Momot, who is a graduate of the Ukrainian Folk
Dance program at Kyiv University. Chaika invites any dancers interested in joining
to contact Oksana Tomaszewsky at (914) 739-8003.
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ANNUAL MEETING OF MEMBERS OF “SELFRELIANCE”
SYRACUSE, NY UKRAINIAN FEDERAL CREDIT UNION

WILL BE HELD

on Sunday, March 23, 1997, at 4:00 P.M. at the
Ukrainian National Home
1317 W. Fayette Street

Syracuse, New York  13204

ATTENTION: In case a sufficient number of members will not be present on time,
after 30-minute delay the meeting will be called to order and it will be deemed that
the quorum is present.
Also, immediately after the meeting of the Credit Union, a General Annual Meeting
of the “Selfreliance” Association will be held in the same room.

Chaika Dance Ensemble celebrates
15th anniversary with dinner-dance
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friendship and cooperation, Agence
France Presse reported on March 1. No
date has been set for the signing of the
treaty, but Romania has been under pres-
sure to conclude the accord in order to
qualify for the first wave of NATO expan-
sion. The two main obstacles to the treaty
have been Romania’s demand that Ukraine
condemn the 1939 Molotov-Ribbentropp
Pact that made Romania give up territory
in favor of the Soviet Union (Kyiv refused
to do so because it argued it could open the
way for future claims to Ukrainian territo-
ry) and the issue of the Romanian minority
in Ukraine. Ukraine accepted Romania’s
demands regarding the minority question,
while Bucharest backed away from its
insistence that the 1939 pact be con-
demned. (OMRI Daily Digest)

Moldova, Ukraine to set up customs union

CHISINAU — The joint Moldovan-
Ukrainian committee on economic and
commercial cooperation agreed at its
February 27-28 meeting in the Moldovan
capital, Chisinau, to draft a list of princi-
ples for setting up a customs union
between the two states at an unspecified
date in the future. Moldovan agencies
reported on February 28 that the document
also deals with the avoidance of double
taxation and with facilities for transiting
goods. The committee also approved a
number of accords for cooperation on bor-
der-zone settlements, joint controls at the
border crossings, as well as a protocol on
Moldovan property in Ukraine. The docu-
ments will be signed during President
Leonid Kuchma’s visit to Moldova on
March 11-12. (OMRI Daily Digest)

Moldova suffers effects of Chornobyl

CHISINAU — Cancer and other radia-
tion-related illnesses are on the rise in
Moldova because of the 1986 nuclear acci-
dent at Chornobyl, a top health official said
on February 19. Ion Bahnarel, head of the
Institute of Hygiene and Epidemiology, said
such illnesses are not expected to peak in
his country until the turn of the century.
Cases of Down’s Syndrome have tripled in
the past 10 years, more than half of expec-
tant mothers are ill and 40 percent of them
suffer from anemia, according to the Health
Ministry. About 3,500 people from
Moldova helped build a concrete sarcopha-
gus encasing the stricken fourth reactor to
contain Chornobyl’s fallout. Eighty of them
since have died, and almost 700 have been
incapacitated. (Associated Press)

Committee comments on death penalty

KYIV — The parliamentary Human
Rights Committee has said that banning
the death penalty in Ukraine now would be
“untimely,” ITAR-TASS reported on
February 27. It proposes a gradual intro-
duction of life imprisonment, saying that it
is taking into consideration public opinion
and the lack of facilities for maintaining
life prisoners. The Council of Europe
sharply criticized Ukraine last month for
failing to honor its commitment to stop
executions. (OMRI Daily Digest)

Ukraine grants citizenship to residents

KYIV — The Verkhovna Rada has
passed an amendment granting Ukrainian
citizenship to all citizens of the former
USSR who have been permanent resi-
dents in Ukraine since the country gained
independence in 1991. Another amend-
ment stipulates that Ukraine will not
extradite Ukrainian citizens, except in
special cases stipulated by international
law and approved by the Ukrainian
Parliament. (OMRI Daily Digest)

Slava Stetsko elected to Parliament 

KYIV — Slava Stetsko, leader of the

Congress of Ukrainian Nationalists and
president of the Anti-Bolshevik Bloc of
Nations, was elected on March 2 to the
Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine as national
deputy from the Nadvirianskyi Elections
District No. 201, which is located in the
Ivano-Frankivsk region. Eighty percent
of the district’s registered voters, 74,398
persons, came out to the polls, and 86.5
percent of those voted for Mrs. Stetsko.
Her opponent, Vasyl Kovtsuniak, a
member of the Socialist Party, received
5,054 votes, or 6.8 percent. (Respublika) 

Another anti-Kuchma plot revealed 

KYIV — The Ukrainian newspaper
Nezavisimost has published an article alleg-
ing that several Ukrainian deputies have
been collaborating with Russia to remove
President Leonid Kuchma from power,
Izvestiya and NTV reported on February
27. According to several unconfirmed doc-
uments, a team was to start a disinformation
campaign linking the November 1996
killing of deputy Yevhen Scherban to
President Kuchma and Prime Minister
Pavlo Lazarenko. An official from a “for-
eign power” (meaning Russia) is reported to
have felt that Mr. Kuchma should be
removed by the end of the year because of
his pro-Western orientation and that those
who participated in his ouster could replace
him. In mid-January, a similar article
appeared in Vseukrainskiye Viedomosti
alleging Russian officials were plotting a
disinformation campaign that would lead to
President Kuchma’s impeachment. There
has been no official reaction from Kyiv to
the article, and the editor-in-chief of
Nezavisimost was unavailable to respond to
NTV’s questions. (OMRI Daily Digest)

Kostenko is candidate for IAEA post

KYIV — Ukraine’s minister of the
environment and nuclear safety, Yurii
Kostenko, is one of the candidates for the
position of general director of the
International Atomic Energy Agency, an
autonomous intergovernmental organiza-
tion that functions under the aegis of the
United Nations. The Vienna-based IAEA
is reviewing six candidates for the posi-
tion; they are representatives of Ukraine,
Egypt, Zambia, Iran, Italy and Sweden.
Ukraine is the world’s seventh largest pro-
ducer of nuclear energy. Given Minister
Kostenko’s reputation in international
political and nuclear circles, and Ukraine’s
renunciation of nuclear weapons, sources
say the Ukrainian candidate is considered
a good choice. (Respublika)

Italy, Ukraine increase bilateral trade

KYIV — The prime ministers of
Ukraine and Italy on February 26 hailed
growing bilateral trade and vowed to build
a southern European transport corridor.
“The volume of bilateral trade has doubled
since 1994 and reached almost $700 mil-
lion last year,” Ukrainian Prime Minister
Pavlo Lazarenko told a news conference
held with his Italian counterpart Romano
Prodi. “We will concentrate on links
between small and medium businesses and
enterprises, with the priority on training
experts, on the agriculture sector and on
investment,” Mr. Lazarenko said, adding
that there were 170 Ukrainian-Italian ven-
tures. The two prime ministers said Italy
and Ukraine should find cash for a Triest-
Ljubljana-Budapest-Kyiv transport corri-
dor. The corridor has been built as far as
Budapest and is expected to include a fast
highway and railway. Funding is being
sought through the European Bank for
Reconstruction and Development and the
World Bank. Ukraine wants to eventually
extend the Triest-Kyiv link to Kazakstan
and China. Ukraine also asked Prime
Minister Prodi to speed up Italy’s ratifica-
tion of a 1994 cooperation treaty between
Ukraine and the European Union, so far

(Continued from page 2)
Newsbriefs

HOME
LOAN

UK R A I N I A N

NAT I O N A L

AS S O C I AT I O N

FOR PURCHASE
OR REFINANCE

PROGRAM*
Call now for immediate service
and complete program details...

(800) 253-9862

S P E C I A L  F E A T U R E S :
• Available Nationwide

• Single-Family Residence or Condominium

• Conventional and Jumbo Loans

• Fixed or Adjustable Rates

• Fast, Efficient Service

• Free Pre-Qualification

èãÖå’ü  èãÄëíìçéä ◊èÖêòß ëíÖÜß“
— ‚Î‡¯ÚÓ‚Ûπ —

‰Îfl ‰¥ÚÂÈ ‚¥‰ 4 ‰Ó 6 ÓÍ¥‚, flÍ¥ ‚ÓÎÓ‰¥˛Ú  ̧(ÓÁÛÏ¥˛Ú  ̧¥ „Ó‚ÓflÚ¸) ÛÍ‡ªÌÒ¸ÍÓ˛ ÏÓ‚Ó˛

í‡·¥ ‚¥‰·Û‰ÂÚ¸Òfl Ì‡ ëéûáßÇñß Û ‰‚Óı „ÛÔ‡ı:
‚¥‰ 28-„Ó ˜Â‚Ìfl ‰Ó 5-„Ó ÎËÔÌfl,1997 . Ú‡ ‚¥‰ 5-„Ó ‰Ó 12-„Ó ÎËÔÌfl,1997 .

éèãÄíÄ áÄ èéÅìí çÄ ëéûáßÇñß: Á‡ ·‡Ú¸Í‡, ‡·Ó Ï‡Ú¥ ¥ Á‡ Ó‰ÌÛ ‰ËÚËÌÛ $85.00 ‰ÂÌÌÓ,
˘Ó ‚ÍÎ˛˜‡π ÒÌ¥‰‡ÌÍË Ú‡ ‚Â˜Â¥. Ç ˆ¥ÌÛ π ‚ÊÂ ‚ÍÎ˛˜ÂÌ¥ ÔÓ‰‡ÚÍË È Ó·ÒÎÛ„‡. á‡ ÍÓÊÌÛ ‰Ó-
‰‡ÚÍÓ‚Û ‰ËÚËÌÛ ÓÔÎ‡Ú‡ $10.00 ‰ÂÌÌÓ. (ñ¥ ˆ¥ÌË ‚¥‰ÌÓÒflÚ¸Òfl ‰Ó ÔËÏ¥˘ÂÌ¸ ‚ ÉÓÒÚËÌÌËˆ¥
ìÊ„ÓÓ‰¥ ¥ óÂÌ¥‚ˆflı). óÎÂÌË ìçëÓ˛ÁÛ Ó‰ÂÊÛ˛Ú¸ 10% ÁÌËÊÍË. á‡ÏÓ‚ÎÂÌÌfl Í¥ÏÌ‡Ú ¥Á
$50.00 Á‡‚‰‡ÚÍÛ ‚ËÒËÎ‡ÚË Ì‡ ‡‰ÂÒÛ:

Ukrainian National Association Estate
Foordmore Road, Kerhonkson, N.Y. 12446 • (914) 626-5641

• í‡·ÓÓ‚‡ ÓÔÎ‡Ú‡: — $70.00
•  á„ÓÎÓ¯ÂÌÌfl ¥ Ú‡·ÓÓ‚Û ÓÔÎ‡ÚÛ (˜ÂÍ ‚ËÔËÒ‡ÌËÈ Ì‡ Plast — Pershi Stezhi)  Ì‡‰ÒËÎ‡ÚË ‰Ó:               

Mrs. Oksana B. Koropeckyj, 1604 Forest Park Ave., Baltimore, MD 21207.  
Tel. (410) 744-0644 (7:30 ‰Ó 10:00 ‚Â˜.).

•  êÂ˜ÂÌÂˆ¸ Á„ÓÎÓ¯ÂÌ¸: 1-„Ó Í‚¥ÚÌfl 1997 .
• óËÒÎÓ Û˜‡ÒÌËÍ¥‚ Ó·ÏÂÊÂÌÂ.

äÄêíÄ áÉéãéòÖççü çÄ íÄÅßê èíÄòÄí-97

ßÏ’fl ¥ Ô¥Á‚Ë˘Â ‰ËÚËÌË.........................................................................................................
ÔÓ-ÛÍ‡ªÌÒ¸ÍË ¥ ÔÓ-‡Ì„Î¥ÈÒ¸ÍË

Ñ‡Ú‡ Ì‡Ó‰ÊÂÌÌfl ................................................................................................................

Ä ‰  Â Ò ‡ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

í Â Î Â Ù Ó Ì . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

❑ ‚¥‰ 28-„Ó ˜Â‚Ìfl  ‰Ó 5-„Ó ÎËÔÌfl 1997. ❑ ‚¥‰ 5-„Ó ‰Ó 12-„Ó ÎËÔÌfl 1997.

ÇÂÎË˜ËÌ‡ Ú‡·ÓÓ‚Óª ÒÓÓ˜ËÌÍË ‰ËÚËÌË: ❑ 6-8,     ❑ 10-12,     ❑ 14-16.

❑ á‡ÎÛ˜Û˛ ˜ÂÍ Ì‡ ÒÛÏÛ $........... ❑ êÂÁÂ‚Û˛ Í¥ÏÌ‡ÚÛ Ì‡ ëÓ˛Á¥‚ˆ¥

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
ßÏ’fl ¥ Ô¥Á‚Ë˘Â Ï‡ÚÂ¥ (ÔÓ‰‡ÚË ‰¥‚Ó˜Â Ô¥Á‚Ë˘Â)

á ‡ ‚ ‚ ‡ „ Ë . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
è¥‰ÔËÒ ·‡Ú¸Í‡ ‡·Ó Ï‡ÚÂ¥  

(Continued on page 19)
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ratified by only six of the 15 EU members.
Mr. Prodi later met President Leonid
Kuchma in Lviv, where the Ukrainian
leader was on holiday. (Reuters)

New faction in Verkhovna Rada

KYIV — A new deputies’ faction has
been established in the Verkhovna Rada
of Ukraine: European Choice. The
group’s goal is to promote Ukraine’s
integration into European structures. It
will function in opposition to another
faction, called Soyuz, which promotes
the re-creation of the USSR. European
Choice includes 102 deputies; according
to political observers, it has the potential
to become the strongest faction in the
current Verkhovna Rada. (Respublika)

2,000th lawyer is from Kyiv

WASHINGTON — Baker &
McKenzie, the nation’s largest law firm,
reached a milestone in late February as it
hired its 2,000th lawyer, a Ukrainian
attorney who joined its Kyiv office. (The
firm’s nearest American competitor, size-
wise, is Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher
& Flom, which had more than 1,100
lawyers last year, according to a survey
by Of Counsel, a legal trade journal.) To
celebrate, Baker & McKenzie is provid-
ing the new associate, Mariana Marchuk,
with “an all-expense-paid trip for two to
the Olympic Games” in Australia in the
year 2000. (The Washington Post)

Belarus imposes VAT on Ukrainian goods

MIENSK — President Alyaksandr
Lukashenka on February 21 signed a
decree imposing an unspecified VAT on
Ukrainian goods imported into Belarus,
Ukrainian and Belarusian Radio reported.
The decree is aimed at bringing Belarus’
legislation into line with Russia’s. Goods
produced jointly by Belarus and Ukraine
will not be affected by the new decree.
Trade between the two countries stood at
$1.5 billion in 1996, with Kyiv registering
a surplus. The following day, Agence
France Presse reported that President
Lukashenka had once again railed against
Russia over the customs union. He was
quoted as saying he will scrap plans for
closer integration if Russia does not dis-
mantle customs controls on the Belarusian-
Russian border. (OMRI Daily Digest)

Ukraine delivers tanks to Pakistan

KYIV — Pakistan’s Defense Minister
Masar Rafi arrived in Kyiv on February 18
in connection with the shipment of the first
15 Ukrainian T-80 UD tanks to Pakistan,
Ukrainian radio reported. Last year,
Ukraine concluded a deal with Islamabad
to deliver 320 tanks worth $550 million in
what was the country’s largest arms sale to
date. On February 19, ITAR-TASS report-
ed that Russian Foreign Trade Minister
Oleg Davydov said he is opposed to the
arms deal because Ukraine negotiated it
without consulting Russia and it threatens
India, Russia’s strategic partner in the
region. Mr. Davydov said his ministry will
not issue licenses for the delivery of any
components for the tanks from Russia.
Russia has been concerned over Ukraine’s
efforts to develop its arms industry for for-
eign export because it views Ukraine as a
possible competitor its own arms sales.
(OMRI Daily Digest)

Foreign trade progress reported in 1996

KYIV— Ukrainian exports grew by 21.5
percent in 1996, reaching $18.6 billion
U.S., while imports grew by 17.6 percent,
reaching $19.4 billion (U.S.), according to
the Ministry of Foreign Economic
Relations. The results made for a trade
deficit last year of $809 million U.S., which
was 32.7 percent less than in 1995. In other

news, the proportion of foreign barter deals
dropped from 31 percent to 20 percent last
year, and state budget revenue from foreign
trade met its target by 117 percent. Last
year retail domestic trade turnover was 11.4
percent less than in 1995, at $15.7 billion
hryvni. The share of the state sector in retail
trade fell to 19.7 percent last year, com-
pared to 30.4 percent in 1995. (Infobank)

Minimum wage increased in Ukraine

KYIV — Ukrainian lawmakers voted to
increase the minimum monthly wage from
15 hryvni ($8) to 70.9 hrv, Ukrainian and
international agencies reported on
February 6. Labor Minister Mykola
Biloblotskyi warned the move would cost
the state budget 32 billion hrv this year.
The average monthly wage for Ukraine’s
industrial workers is now 157 hrv.
Meanwhile, around 2,000 Ukrainian teach-
ers gathered in downtown Kyiv to demand
up to nine months’ back pay. The state
owes university and school teachers 260
million hrv. The teachers threatened a
national strike if the government does not
abandon its plans this year to decrease
budget expenditures on education by one-
third. (OMRI Daily Digest)

Ukraine boosts trade with Iran

KYIV — Ukraine has won Iranian
industrial orders worth $52 billion after a
weeklong visit by an Iranian delegation
headed by the country’s industry minister,
Reuters reported on February 9. Teheran
ordered metallurgy products worth $26.5
million and railway locomotives and car-
riages worth $25.5 million. Kyiv officials
said Ukraine wants to buy Iranian oil and
gas to ease its dependency on Russian
imports, but because of a shortage of
pipelines and terminals, the deal has not
been signed. Ukrainian Foreign Affairs
Minister Hennadii Udovenko said that
Ukraine, in trading with Iran, would not
violate international restrictions. He com-
plained of excessive speculations on
Ukraine’s ties to Iran. (OMRI Daily
Digest) 

Estonia, Ukraine agree on social issues

TALLINN — Government delega-
tions in Tallinn on February 7 initialed
an agreement that would allow residents
of both countries, even if they relocate to
the other country, to continue receiving
pensions, child support, medical services
and compensation for work-related acci-
dents, ETA reported. Another agreement
on mutual recognition of certification of
goods was also initialed that day. Trade
volumes between the two countries
increased by 171.4 percent in 1996 com-
pared to 1995, due primarily to the
implementation of a free trade agreement
in March 1996. The agreements are to be
signed during Prime Minister Tiit Vahi’s
visit to Kyiv and will go into effect after
ratification by both parliaments. (OMRI
Daily Digest)

Pro-Russian group blasts Crimean Tatars 

KYIV — The Russian Society of
Crimea has claimed that the Crimean
Tatar Assembly’s recent appeal to the
Ukrainian and Crimean authorities is
“dictated by the desire to gain political
privileges in accordance with ethnic ori-
gin,” UNIAN reported on February 8.
Tatars leaders are collecting signatures to
the appeal in order to draw attention in
Ukraine and abroad to problems encoun-
tered by Tatars returning to Crimea after
the mass expulsion in the 1940s. The
Russian Society said that, as a result of
their actions, the Crimean Tatar leaders
could aggravate interethnic tensions on
the peninsula. It urged the Ukrainian
president and Verkhovna Rada “not to be
under the thumb of the [Crimean Tatar
Assembly] and not to divide citizens into
natives and non-natives.” (OMRI Daily
Digest)

(Continued from page 18)
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Volume I and II
You can obtain both volumes for only $130.00

Including Postage
ORDER NOW

Fill out the order blank below and mail it with your check or money order
USE THIS COUPON!

To: UKRAINIAN NATIONAL ASSOCIATION, Inc.
30 Montgomery Street, Jersey City, N.J. 07302

I hereby order Ukraine: A Concise Encyclopaedia

Enclosed is (a check, M.O.) for the amount $ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
Please send the book (s) to the following address:
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NJ residents: add 6% sales tax

NEW YORK - KYIV — Fridays and Sundays

For information and reservations, please call:

1-800-UKRAINE
(1-800-857-2463)

or our corporate offices:

New York         - (212) 557-3077
New York -         (212) 599-0555
Chicago           - (312) 640-0222

Arrival and departure information: 
JFK                  - (718) 656-9896
JFK                  - (718) 632-6909

Air Ukraine
551 Fifth Ave., Suite 1002, 1005

New York, NY  10176

For cargo shipments call to:

Air Ukraine
N a t i o n a l   A i r l i n e s

Air Ukraine - Cargo
Tel. 718-376-1023, FAX 718-376-1073

2307 Coney Island Ave. (Ave.T), Brooklyn, NY 11223

NON-STOP FLIGHTS
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BUSINESS HOURS:
Tue & Fri - 12:00 noon to 7 PM • Wed & Thurs - 9:00 AM to 3:30 PM • Sat - 9:00 to 12:00 noon • Mon. - Closed

SELF RELIANCE (NEWARK, NJ)
Federal Credit Union

734 SANDFORD AVENUE, NEWARK, NJ 07106
Tel (201) 373-7839 • http://www.selfreliance.org • Fax (201) 373-8812

Field & Olesnycky
Attorneys at Law

11 Eagle Rock Ave., Suite 100
East Hanover, N.J. 07936

(201) 386-1115
Fax (201) 884-1188

(Three Miles North of Ramada Hotel, at Ridgedale Ave.)

Representation of Small Businesses,
Wills, Estates and Asset Protection, Commercial and Corporate Law,

Real Estate and Family Law.

(By prior appointment, on selected Fridays, between the hours of 5:00 P.M. and 7 P.M., Mr. Olesnycky

will hold office hours at Self-Reliance Ukrainian Federal Credit Union, 558 Summit Ave., Jersey City, NJ.

Please call (201) 386-1115 to make such appointments in advence)

Nestor L. Olesnycky             Robert S. Field

Monday, March 10
CAMBRIDGE, Mass.: The Harvard
Ukrainian Research Institute is holding a lec-
ture by Iaroslav Isaievych, Krypiakevych
Institute of Ukrainian Studies, National
Academy of Sciences of Ukraine, who will
speak on “Ukraine and Poland: Old
Stereotypes, New Realities.” The lecture will
be held at HURI, 1538 Massachusetts Ave.,
at 4-6 p.m.

Wednesday, March 12
CLEVELAND: An exhibit of pysanky
titled “Ukrainian Easter Eggs: An Age-
Old Celebration of Spring” by artist Tanya
Osadca opens at the Cleveland Natural
History Museum. The exhibit will be on
display through June 2. The museum is
located at 1 Wade Oval Drive, University
Circle. 

Friday, March 14
NEW YORK: Ukrainian National
Women’s League of America Branch 64 is
hosting a meeting with Oksana Lykhovyd,
art historian, composer and poet from
Ukraine. The evening’s program will fea-
ture readings/recitation and a video pre-
sentation. An exhibit of graphic works
based on Shevchenko’s works continues to
be on display at the Mayana Gallery. The
meeting will be held at the Literary and
Art Club, 136 Second Ave., at 7 p.m. 

Sunday, March 16
YORKERS, N.Y.: Ukrainian National
Women’s League of America Branch 30
invites the public to an exhibit and sale of
Byzantine icons from the collections of the
Chryzanta Gallery, Halyna Tytla, Antoine
M. Solounias, and the Makarenko Studio
to be held at  St. Michael Ukrainian
Catholic Church,  N. Broadway at
Shonnard Place, at 9 a.m.-1:30 p.m. For
additional information call Nadia Liteplo,
(914) 949-4911.

CLEVELAND: The Ukrainian Museum-
Archives and the Cleveland Museum of
Natural History present a “Ukrainian
Festival” to be held at the Cleveland
Museum of Natural History, 1 Wade Oval
Drive, University Circle, at noon-5 p.m.
The program will feature performances
by the Kashtan School of  Ukrainian
Dance and the Ukrainian Bandurist
Chorus. Also there will be pysanka pre-
sentation/demonstrations, as well as a
puppet show, storytelling, and children’s
crafts. For additional information call
(216) 231-4600.

NEWARK, N.J.: Ukrainian National
Women’s League of America Branch 75
of Maplewood, N.J., invites the public to a
Taras Shevchenko program, with poetry
recitation by Dr. Mykola Tsiselsky and the
children of St. John the Baptist Ukrainian
Catholic School. The program will be held
in the church basement after the 9:30 a.m.
l iturgy. Donations will benefit  the
UNWLA’s scholarship fund.

Wednesday, March 19
SUN CITY WEST, Arizona: T h e
Ukrainian American Social Club is hold-
ing a spring picnic at Beardsley Park at
11:30 a.m. Proceeds from the picnic as
well as donations made during the year
will benefit the Children of Chornobyl
Foundation in memory of Walter Decyk,
the club’s founder and first president. For
additional information call (602) 972-
2318.

Friday, March 21
WASHINGTON: The Washington Group
(TWG), together with the Center  for
Strategic and International Affairs (CSIS),
invites the public to a Friday Evening
Forum with Jack D. Segal, director of
Ukrainian, Belarusian and Moldovan
Affairs at the U.S. Department of State.
Mr. Segal will speak on “U.S.-Ukraine
Relations: the Current State of Play.” The
forum will be held at CSIS, B-1 level, con-
ference room B, 1800 K St NW (18th and
K), at 7 p.m. For more information contact
Orest Deychakiwsky, (202) 225-3964.

Friday-Sunday, March 21-23
CLEVELAND: The Ukrainian Museum-
Archives presents an Easter bazaar at its
premises, 1202 Kenilworth Ave. Pysanky
and pysanky supplies, ceramics, bead-
work, books and greeting cards will be
available for purchase. Museum hours:
Friday, 7-9 p.m.; Saturday, 10 a.m.-4 p.m.;
and Sunday, 1-5 p.m. For further informa-
tion call (216) 781-4329.

Saturday-Sunday, March 22-23
NEW YORK: In conjunction with “The
Glory of Byzantium” exhibition at The
Metropolitan Museum of Art, which opens
March 11, the museum is offering, as part
of its program of educational events for
visitors, a two-day festival for families and
young students that explores the art and
culture of Byzantium. The program, to be
held in the Uris Educational Center,
includes workshops, demonstrations of
artists’ techniques, music and other perfor-
mances. No reservations necessary. For
additional information, call (212) 570-
3961.

ST. PETERSBURG, Fla.: The Epiphany
of Our Lord Ukrainian Catholic Church
will be consecrated on Saturday by the
Rev. Robert Moskal and assisting clergy at
10 a.m. The rite of consecration will be
followed by a luncheon at the parish hall,
434 90th Ave. N. On Sunday, there will be
a pontifical divine liturgy and ordination
to the diaconate of Andrew Krasulski.
Responses will be by the Burlaka Male
Chorus, guest choir from Toronto. The
choir will give a concert of sacred music
and Ukrainian folk songs in the parish hall
at 1 p.m. Admission: $8. 

Sunday, March 23
CLIFTON, N.J.: Holy Ascension
Ukrainian Orthodox Church is holding an
Easter bazaar at the church hall, 635 Broad
St., at 11 a.m.-4 p.m. There will be pysan-
ka demonstrations, arts and crafts, a 50/50
raffle, as well as baked goods and eat-in
and take-out Ukrainian ethnic food. All
are invited to come and have fun. Free
admission. For more information and
directions call the rectory at (201) 473-
8665 or the parish hall at 471-8131.

CARNEGIE, Pa: The Ss. Peter and Paul
Senior Chapter of the Ukrainian Orthodox
League will hold its annual Easter egg sale
and food bazaar at the parish auditorium
on Mansfield Boulevard, at noon-4 p.m.
There will be an Easter basket drawing
and over 1,000 pysanky will be available
for purchase in addition to craft items and
food. Also included in the day’s activities
will be a show and sale of Ukrainian
ceramics by Natalia Kormeluk of
Rockville, Md. There is no charge for
admission. For information call (412) 276-
0342 or 279-2111.

NEW CASTLE, Pa.: The Independent
Methodist Church is holding an exhibition
of religious and secular, ethnic traditions
featuring the Easter customs of various
countries, among them, Ukraine, Slovakia,
Poland, Greece, Italy, Mexico and
Germany. The “Easter Around the World
Tour” exhibit intends to provide the public
with authentic visuals and accurate infor-
mation. The tour is conducted by informed
guides and lasts approximately one hour.
Exhibit schedule: March 23, 1-8 p.m.;
March 24, 25, and 26, 10 a.m.-4 p.m. and
6-8 p.m.; and March 30, 1 p.m.-8 p.m. No
admission charge. The church is located at
1921 New Butler Road (Route 422). For
additional information call the Rev.
Frederick H. Gilbert, pastor, (412) 652-
2849 or 652-2849.

CHICAGO: The Ukrainian Business
Network will hold its first organizational
meeting at Ss. Volodymyr and Olha
Ukrainian Catholic Cultural Center, Chicago
and Oakley, at 1 p.m. Everyone is invited;
the meeting will be conducted in Ukrainian.
Yearly dues: $10. For more information con-
tact Roman Golash: telephone, (847) 885-
0208; fax, (847) 885-8565; e-mail, Golash
R o m a n @ c o m p u s e r v e . c o m
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