INSIDE:

B The seventh anniversary of the Chornobyl

nuclear disaster — centerfold.

B The 50th anniversary of the Galicia

Division — page 6.

rainian Week

»
THE Published by the Ukrainian National Association Inc., a fraternal non- profit assocatonl
»

Vol. LXI

No. 17

THE UKRAINIAN WEEKLY

SUNDAY, APRIL 25,1993

50 cents

Time magazine regrets caption
under war victim photograph

JERSEY CITY, N.J. — Time maga-
zine has acknowledged its mistake in
publishing a photograph of uncertain ori-
gin in its February 22 jssue that was cap-
tioned: “Traditions of atrocity: Jewish
girl raped by Ukrainians in Lvov,
Poland, in 1945.” In its letters box on
April 19, Time noted: “Despile our best
efforts, we have not been able to pin
down exactly what situation the photo-
graph portrays. But there is enough con-
fusion about it for us to regret that our
caption, in addition to misdating the pic-
ture, may well have conveyed a false
impression.”

The magazine acknowledged that
“More than 750 readers have written us
50 far about the photograph of the young
womarn that accompanied our story on
rape and the war in Bosnia [Behavior,
February 22].

Ministers refute
reports of snub

by Marta Kolomayets
Kyviv Press Bureau

KYYIV — Responding to recent alle-
gations in the Western media that
President Bill Clinton’s adrninistration
rebuffed Ukraine’s request for a meeting
between Ukrainian Prime Minister
Leonid Kuchma and the U.S. president
or vice-president, pending Ukraine’s rat-
ification of the START I Treaty, Dmytro
Tabachnyk, the press secretary for the
Cabinet of Ministers here, issued a com-
munique stating that there is no truth to
this story.

The statement, released Tuesday,
April 13, confirms that the U.S.
Congress issued an invitation to the
Ukrainian prime minister for the month
of April. However, in view of the fact
that the prime minister had already
planned a number of visits to other coun-
tries and had to attend to pressing
domestic matters, the trip to the United
States was postponed and U.S. officials
were informed of this situation.

“We view the incorrect information
issued by the mass media as irresponsi-
ble treatment toward Ukraine’s domestic
issues and attempls to put pressure on
Ukraine. We are beginning to formulate
the impression that a purposeful and can-
did campaign is beginning to unfold
against an independent Ukraine concern-
ing the problem of nuclear weapons
located on its territory. This campaign
can only be counter-productive and its
conscquences witl be the opposite of
those intended.™

In addition, in letters to readers who
had written to Time, the magazine noted:
“... your response and those of many
other readers... prompted our editors to
direct a re-examination of the photo-
graph’s history, the circumstances in
which it was taken, and the accuracy of
the caption identifying its content. ...the
debate and uncertainty surrounding the
photograph are sufficient for us to con-
clude that its inclusion in the February
22 article was inappropriate.”

“We wish to assure you, moreover,
that it was not our intention -— nor
would we ever wish it to be — to single
out Ukrainians for negative attention: as
the article made clear, wartime rape bas,
sadly, affected just about every nation in
the world,” the letter to readers also stat-
ed.

Photo’s “murky past™

In a highlighted portion of its letters
box, Time magazine noted that the
photo “struck a nerve with readers of
Ukrainian descent, who felt it unfairly
singled out Ukrainians for committing
acts of rape during World War I1. These
readers also questioned how we knew
the victim was Jewish. Except for the
date, the information describing the
events in the photo was obtained from an
employee of a Holocaust museum in
Israel.”

Time went on to state: “Subsequent
research into the picture’s somewhat
murky past has turned up the following:

“The photo was taken not in 1945 but
in 1941 in Lvov (its Russian name), or
Lviv (its name today), Ukraine, shortly
after the Germans captured the city from
the Soviets on June 30. Chaos in the
form of pogroms, rapes and killings
swept the town at that time. The picture
is one of a series showing women being
stripped, harassed and chased by civil-
ians. One school of thought holds that
the women were Jewish victims of the
pogroms in Lvov. The Germans spread
rumors that Jews were responsible for
the murders of several thousand political
prisoners found in the cellars of Soviet
NKVD [secret police] buildings, thus
fueling the hatred and the acts of
revenge against local Jews that followed.
Other historians insist that the majority
of the women pictured in the series of
photographs were mistresses the Soviets
abandoned when they fled Lvov to
escape the German troops. The defense-
less collaborators were then attacked by
resentful residents for consorting with
the Soviet enemy. Still another theory
suggests the public humiliation of the
women was orchestrated by the occupy-
ing Nazis in order to shoot an anti-
Semitic propaganda film.”

Ukraine, Georgia forge alliance

KYYIV — Georgian leader Eduard
Shevardnadze met with Ukrainian
President Leonid Kravchuk here on
April 12-13 for talks on forging a joint
political front against Russia, reported
Reuters.

The two leaders signed close to 20
documents, including a treaty on friend-

Kravchuk condemns
Russian pretensions
to fleet, territory

by Borys Klymenko

KYYIV — The Black Sea Fleet con-
tinues to be a contentious issue in Russo-
Ukrainian relations. At the joint press
conference with Georgian President
Eduard Shevardnadze on April 14,
Leonid Kravchuk voiced his dismay that
Russia is seeking to “tie in the issue of
the division of the fleet with territorial
pretensions.”

Mr. Kravchuk asserted that Ukraine
intends only to settle the matter of

. apportioning military vessels between

the two countries, while Russia is seek-
ing to involve issues of infrastructure
and land claims. He alleged that
Ukraine is being told to recognize
Sevastopil as a Russian city in order to
ease the resolution of all other questions,
but stated that “Ukraine will never agree

(Continued on page 16)

ship and cooperation, which Mr.
Shevardnadze said could extend to
“mutual assistance.”

Dmytro Filipchenko, a frequent con-
tributor to The Weekly, reported that
Messrs. Kravchuk and Shevardnadze
agreed to create a joint Ukrainian-
Georgian commission which would
examine the construction of an oil line
through Georgia to Ukraine; Georgia’s
participation in Black Sea Fleet talks; the
training of Georgian soldiers in Ukraine;
and cooperation between the two coun-
tries’ military-industrial complexes.

Although both leaders voiced their
support for the democratic forces in
Russia, they condemned the “nationalist-
chauvinist” specter in Russia responsible
for the presence of Russian troops in
Georgia’s war-torn region of Abkhazia,
and Russia’s destructive position on the
Black Sea Fleet, nuclear arms stationed
on Ukrainian territory and the status of
Sevastopil and the Crimea.

Mr. Shevardnadze said on a Georgian
television program aired in Kyyiv prior
to his meetings with President Kravchuk
that Georgia and Ukraine have a joint
interest in acting as a counterweight to
an unnamed “third force.” “I believe
Ukraine understands full well this third
force is interested in destabilizing not
only Georgia.”

Mykola Mikhalchenko, a senior
Kravchuk advisor, told Reuters that the
meeting between the two leaders could
help combat undue outside influence on
the internal affairs of both countries.

Seven years after disaster

KYYIV — A fault in a steam tur-
bine shut down one of the two reac-
tors still operating at the Chornobyl
nuclear power plant on April 12,
adding to the growing list of problems
plaguing the station, where the
world’s worst nuclear disaster
occurred seven years ago.

The shutdown of the reactor was
due to a loss of pressure in the steam
regulator, Mykola Fedoseyev, shift
foreman at the plant, told Reuters. “It
is not serious and has nothing to do
with the nuclear process,” he said. The
reactor will be off line for several
days.

Officials have decided to schedule
routine maintenance of the reactors
after this latest incident. The two
remaining reactors at Chornobyl have
had recurring technical problems,
including two fires, since January.

On March1, Reuters rsreported that

Chornobyl nuclear station
still plagued by problems

reactor No. | shut down after a leak
was found in a secondary pumping
unit. A spokesperson for the
Chornoby! station said no radiation
had leaked out and the reactor was on
line on March 4 after workers repaired
the pump.

Two weeks later reactor No. 3 shut
down. A special Commission was
created to ascertain why the reactor,
which was allowed to cool down,
automatically shut itself off.

Both remaining reactors at the
Chornobyl plant, the site of the
world’s worst nuclear accident in
1986, are scheduled to be permanently
closed by order of Ukraine’s
Parliament at the end of 1993. At the
same time. however, govermscnt min-
isters have formally proposed that
Parliament 1ift a moratorium on the
completion of five reactors under con-
struction in other parts of Ukraine.
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RESEARCH REPORT: The shaping
of Ukrainian attitudes on nukes

by Bohdan Nahaylo
RFE/RL Research Institute

PART 11
The nuclear issue

Although the creation of Ukrainian
armed forces had now suddenly be-
come a central issue, the question of the
future of the Soviet nuclear weapons
based in Ukraine still did not figure all
that prominently. In fact, Ukrainian
politicians and the general public
seemed to have little idea of the number
of such weapons deployed on Ukrainian
territory or of the costs and technical
difficulties that their removal or de-
struction would involve. Such matters
had, after all, been a closely guarded
military secret and Ukrainian leaders
had stayed off the subject. As the
leading Ukrainian democratic news-
paper, Literaturna Ukraina, put it,
“There were nuclear weapons in Ukraine
and at the same time it was as if there
were none.™?

In fact, it' was to emerge thatabout 15
percent of the Soviet Union’s nuclear
weapons were based in Ukraine. These
included 176 intercontinental ballis-
tic missiles (ICBMs) with 1,240 nuclear
warheads and some 3,000 tactical
nuclear weapons. This made Ukraine
potentially the world’s third most
powerful nuclear state, whose nuclear
arsenal was larger than those of the
United Kingdom, France and China
combined.

puties that *the Russian state has
chosen democracy and freedom, and will
never be an empire of a big or little
brother.”™ But with Russia taking over
more and more of the old Soviet center’s
functions, with all the renewed talk by
Russian leaders about the need to
preserve some form of union, and with
the scare that Ukraine and Kazakhstan
had just experienced in connection with
the statements questioning their bor-
ders with Russia, the Ukrainians were
hardly likely to accept President Yel-
tsin’s assurances that Russia would not
dominate the union but intended, in his
words, to be an “equalamongequals.™!

Mr. Yeltsin’s statements during the
U.S.-Soviet telebridge raised a crucial
question for Ukraine’s citizens: would
handing over nuclear arms to Russia
“correspond... with the national in-
terests of Ukraine, with the interests
of strengthening our independence and
security??? There was also a growing
realization, as Radio Kyyiv noted, that
the issue of the nuclear weapons
situated in the various republics was
causing serious concern in the West.23
It was at this point that the debate over
nuclear weapons can be said to have
begun in Ukraine.

The debate unfolds

One of the first to stake out a position
was Mr. Chornovil, one of the pioneers
of the Ukrainian human and national
rights movement, who as Rukh’s can-
didate, was to become the only serious
challenger to Mr. Kravchuk in the

The official Ukrainian position, as declared by the
republic’s Parliament, amounted to a commitment to
the eventual elimination of the nuclear weapons on
Ukraine's territory and to an insistence on the republic’s
right to a direct say in any use of them before they were
destroyed and in how they should be liquidated.

It seems that the first time public
attention in Ukraine was drawn to the
problem of Soviet nuclear weapons that
the newly independent republic had on
its territory was when, as Literaturna
Ukraina pointed out, the Russian
president brought up this matter on
September 5 during a live joint U.S.-
Soviet television program seen simui-
taneously in the Soviet Union, Europe
and the United States.!# President Yeltsin,
seeking to allay fears in the West about
the fate of the Soviet nuclear arsenals,
told his international audience; “I think
there will be a process under way
whereby nuclear weapons from Ka-
zakhstan and Ukraine will be trans-
ferred to Russian territory.”

Two days earlier, however, Mr.
Yeltsin had told CNN that he was in
favor of the “total elimination of
nuclear weapons in Russia.” He had
added, though, that some nuclear arms
would have to be kept by Russia in
order to maintain “reasonable security...
to retain parity with other nations... and
to promote the idea of non-prolife-
ration and extend it to these count-
ries.”? In other words, he had con-
firmed that Russia would remain a
nuclear power. Mr. Rutskoi’s recent
warning that a Russia with a monopoly
over former Soviet nuclear weapons
might revert to an imperial role had, of
course, not been forgotten.

Mr. Yeltsin himself seemed to have
acknowledged the need to reassure the
non-Russians, for on August 27 hetold

-the USSR Congress of. People’s. De-. .

Ukrainian presidential election sched-
uled for December 1. On September 10
he issued a statement that in many ways
set the tone for the discussion about
what Ukraine’s position should be
regarding the nuclear weapons on its
territory. Mr. Chornovil rejected Pre-
sident Yeltsin's idea that the non-
Russian republics should hand over
their nuclear arms to Russia.

He argued that, while Ukraine re-
mained committed to becoming a non-
nuclear state, it. like Russia, Kazakh-
stan and the other republics, was a
“rightful heir to all thé material and
technical resources, including weapons,
of the former Soviet Union.” The very
idea that one state should transfer its
nuclear arsenal to another was a
“strange” one, he said. Instead, allissues
connected with the formation of U-
kraine's armed forces and nuclear
weapons had to be decided through
treaties and agreements with other

(Continued on page 12)

17 Yuriy Matseiko."Do We Need Nuclear
Weapons?™ Lueraturna Ukraina, October
31, 1991,

8 Ihid.

19 Melissa Healy, “Yeltsin Seeks to End
Nuclear Tests in the World, Arms at Home,”
Los Angeles Times, September 4, 1991,

20 Michael Dobbs, “Yeltsin Promises Rus-
sia Will Not Dominate Union,” The Wash-
ington Post, September 4. 1991.

21 Ibid.

22 Matseiko,
Weapons?”

. -23 Radio Kyyiv. September 7.and 12, 1991.

“Do We Need Nuctear

Newsbriefs
on Ukraine

Kravchuk rejects CIS integration

* KYYIV — Ukraine witl not sign
any documents on military, political or
diplomatic integration of the CIS at its
forthcoming summit in May, President
Leonid Kravchuk is quoted as saying on
April 20, according to CIS sources. But
in his address to a closed session of
Parliament, the president is reported as
having favored economic integration and
closer economic contacts among CIS
member-states. Mr. Kravchuk explained
that Ukraine’s non-aligned status pre-
cludes military and political integration.
(RFE/RL Daily Report)

Kravchuk speaks on fate of CIS

* MINSK — Ukrainian President
Leonid Kravchuk told journalists during
the CIS summit in Minsk on April 16
that the fate of the CIS depends on the
victory of democratic forces in Russia
and warned that any attempts to restore
the USSR would doom the CIS and lead
to bloodshed. Many- Western and
Russian media quoted him as saying,
“Whether the CIS will exist, and in what
form, will depend on April 257 (the date
of the Russian referendum). He stressed
that there are forces in Russia “who do
not want the CIS, but want the USSR,”
and warned, “if somebody takes this
road, it will be watered with lots of
blood.” Mr. Kravchuk told Ukrainian
TV the next day that Ukraine is ready for
“intensive” cooperation with other CIS
members in the economic sphere, but
that any further integration within the
CIS should not mean encroachment on
the sovereignty and independence of
member-states. (RFE/RL Daily Report)

Ukrainianization of armed forces

* KYY1V — Minister of Defense
Konstantyn Morozov on April 5 sent a
directive to the armed forces concerning
use of the Ukrainian language by
Ukraine’s military. The directive notes
that knowledge and use of the Ukrainian
language should not be confused with
forced Ukrainianization of the country’s
multi-ethnic military personnel, but that
knowledge of the official state language
is an important component of the mili-

tary-patriotic training of soldiers. The-

directive also stipulates that by the end
of 1995 all seals, stamps, stationery, etc.,
of the armed forces will use the

Ukraintan language. Beginning in
September of this year, all teaching in
military training institutes will be con-
ducted in the Ukrainian language. News
of the directive was issued by the press
service of the Ministry of Defense.
(Respublika)

Sevastopil Russian cadets to move

* SEVASTOPIL — Approximately 80
cadets of military schools in Sevastopil
who have not sworn allegiance to
Ukraine will be transferred to schools in
Russia, reported ITAR-TASS on April
19. The schools in Sevastopil are now
under Ukrainian jurisdiction (see above)
and tensions have reportedly been rising
between Ukrainian and Russian cadets.
Recently, 20 Russian cadets allegedly
stoned the car of the commander of the
Ukrainian Naval Institute. (RFE/RL
Daily Report)

Russia demands divided bases

* MOSCOW — Russian Defense
Minister Pavel Grachev has declared that
if the Black Sea Fleet is to be divided,
Russia expects the same for the
Sevastopil base and for naval aviation in
general. According to an ITAR-TASS
report of April 20, Minister Grachev's
comment comes in response to a
Ukrainian statement that Russia will not
be able to lease Ukrainian territory for
military bases. Minister Grachev called
for Sevastopil to become a joint base for
separate Ukrainian and Russian Black
Sea fleets. (RFE/RL Daily Report)

Another casualty in Sarajevo

« KYYIV — Another Ukrainian
member of the United Nations-spon-
sored peacekeeping contingent in the
former Yugoslavia was killed on April
19. Private Oleksander Vlasenko died
during fighting in the Sarajevo region.
Anatoliy Zlenko, foreign minister of
Ukraine, reacted by sending a letter to
the chairman of the U.N. Security
Council, indicating that Ukraine
demands that the warring sides cease
their attacks on the Ukrainian peace-
keeping contingent, as a result of which
several soldiers have been killed. As
well, Minister Zlenko expressed hope

(Continued on page 15)
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U.S. ambassador addresses faculty, students at Kyyiv-Mohyla Academy

Published below is the
Jull text of a speech deliv-
ered by the U.S. ambas-
sador to Ukraine, Romnan
Popadiuk, at  the
University of Kyyiv-
Mohyla Academy on
March 29. Ambassador
Popadiuk addressed fac-
wlty members and stu-
dents at the private uni-
versity, the first estab-
lished since Ukraine
regained its indepen-
dence i 1991.

It is indeed a great
privilege to address you
today. As people who
preserve the history of
your nation and debate
and examine new ideas
for your society, you
have a special function
and responsibility in the
development of Ukraine.
You are the link between
the past and the future
which is important to any
nation’s culture, politics
and ideals.

Remember: government serves the people, the
press informs and scrutinizes, but it is the academic
community which fosters the ideas for government
implementation and press examination. As one of the
oldest educational institutions, you have a special role
in preserving Ukraine’s past in order to protect her
future.

Many years ago I taught at the university level in
the U.S. I enjoyed that experience immensely, I
always urged my students to be questioning and inno-
vative, to aspire to high goals and to look towards
public service as a career path. I would urge you in
like manner. .

1 have spent nine months in your wonderful coun-
try. I have traveled throughout it and have found the
people enthusiastic, hard-working and optimistic,
even though these are hard economic times. In addi-
tion, I have met with many of your national and local
leaders, including in' governmeant, the arts and the
press.

You face many challenges. There is the challenge
of rebuilding Ukraine’s history and culture, which
has suffered so much over the centuries. There is the
challenge of economic reform. A nation rich in
resources and talented people has for too long under-
utilized and misused those resources. Now a new eco-
nomic opportunity presents itself. But its realization
will take much work. There is also the challenge.of
democratic reform, the need to build and strengthen
institutions, political and legal, that will work to pro-
tect the rights and aspirations of individuals. And,
finally, there is the challenge of finding Ukraine’s
place in the international arena. It is to this latter chal-
lenge that I wish to address myself today, with a par-
ticular focus on the U.S.-Ukrainian relationship.

Ukraine can play an important role in European
affairs as well as the greater international arena. Let
me outline Ukraine’s pivotal role. First, as a4 country
with a multi-ethnic population, Ukraine has main-
tained a stability and cohesion that make it the envy
of her neighbors. As such, Ukraine can serve as a
positive force to other countries in settling these diffi-
cult issues. Second, as a country rich in agricultural
and mineral resources, Ukraine, once it develops, can
serve as a potent trading partner and thus as a bul-
wark for the region’s economic stability. Third, as a
country with a coastline on the Black Sea, Ukraine
can serve as a bridge between Europe and Asia, and
thus strengthen the bonds of international coopera-
tion. Ukraine is already taking these steps with its
cooperation in the Black Sea Economic zone. Fourth,
a stable and viable Ukraine can serve as incentive to
Russia’s own reform process. A successful and pros-
perous Ukraine can attenuate the historically imperial
drive of Russia and thus help not only in establishing
good bilateral relations, but in making Russia a more
positive and supportive actor in the international area.
And, finally, given Ukraine’s size and resources, it
can serve a constructive role in solving international
problems. We see that now in Ukraine’s participation

KMA'’s rector, Viacheslav Briukhovetsky (center), welcomes U.S. Ambassador

Marta Koloma s

Roman Popadiuk (left).

in the Sarajevo peacekeeping operation. As you
can see, Ukraine can play a major foreign policy role.

But the question one may ask is how docs Ukraine
move in this direction? There are no easy answers,
but there are a number of principles that should guide
Ukrainian policy. First, to have an effective foreign
policy it is important to have a sound domestic foot-
ing. For Ukraine, this means continued political and
economic reform. These reforms will give Ukraine
both the industrial base and resources, and the popu-
lar support that can carry over into the foreign arena.
Second, it means taking the long-term vision instead
of the short-term solution. This is no more evident
than in the nuclear debate that is ongoing in your
Parliament. Many speak of the need to retain
Ukraine’s nuclear weapons as protection against
Russia. Let me remind you that President Gorbachev
had the control of all the former Soviet Union’s

nuclear weapons and yet the Soviet Union fell apart. -

Likewise, look at what is going on in Russia now —
separation and conflict — all in spite of nuclear
weapons. .

The U.S. commitment fto
Ukraine... is based on four mutu-
al principles:

o the security and sovereignty
of Ukraine;

» cooperative partnership in
international affairs and organi-
zation;

o support of democracy,
human rights and economic
reform;

e consultations based on
equality and mutual interest.

The point is that nuclear weapons do not ensure
security. Security comes from internal strength,
which is the result of economic and political reform.
And, for Ukraine, security comes from its greater
integration into the wiser Western community.
Retention of nuclear weapons only serves to hamper
the latter goal. It serves to put in doubt Ukraine’s
credibility and its commitment to international norms.
It undermines the very respectability Ukraine seeks.

As you can see, the challenges and opportunities
that face Ukrainian foreign policy are great.

On a bilateral basis the United States looks upon
Ukraine as a friend and country with which we want
a strong partnership. President Clinton reaffirmed that

to President Kravchuk in their January 26 phone call,
as did Secretary Christopher in his March 24 meeting
with Foreign Minister Zlenko. Unfortunately, a num-
ber of misconceptions exist concerning U.S. policy.

First, there is the belief that the U.S. is interested
in Ukraine only because of its nuclear weapons. Once
these weapons are removed, the logic goes, the U.S.
will have no interest in Ukraine. Nothing is further
from the truth. True, the U.S. is interested in the
nuclear weapons, but Jet me make clear why. First,
those weapons are pointed at the United States.
Second, Ukraine has made a commitment to the inter-
national community to get rid of them. This impacts
on Ukraine’s credibility and can isolate it in the
world. Third, Ukraine’s actions can spur other states
to seek nuclear weapons, thus further destabilizing
world peace. Fourth, continued stalling on START
ratification and accession to the NPT also sends a
negative signal to the business community and thus
undermines business development and investment,
which is crucial to Ukraine’s long-term viability. Let
me make one point clear. A non-nuclear Ukraine, due
to its geographic position and size, will always be an
important ingredient of U.S. foreign policy.

A second misconception is that the U.S. is not
interested in supporting Ukraine financially. Nothing
is further from the truth. For example, there is $500
million of direct foreign investment in Ukraine. The
U.S. leads in that investment, followed by Germany
and Poland. U.S. companies in Kyyiv have grown
from about 40 in June 1992 to over 90 now. As a
free-market economy, the U.S. looks towards the
market economy and not direct assistance as the
means for economic development. But we are not
adverse to this. We have taken certain steps. In
October-the U.S. granted a $200 million credit,
200,000 metric tons of corn and under our Freedom
Support Act, Ukraine would be eligible for a stabi-
lization fund. That fund can be up to $2 billion, but
for it to come into place Ukraine needs to reach an
IMF agreement and introduce its own currency. So,
the investment is there and the willingness to help
further exists, but there are things Ukraine needs to
do to have some programs come into effect.

A third favorite misconception is that the U.S.
favors Russia at the expense of Ukraine. There is no
doubt that we want good, sound relations with
Russia, but we want the same with Ukraine. Our rela-
tionship with one country-is not at-the expense of
another. We have made a strong political investment
in Ukraine and-its future. Let mé enumerate some of
the firsts that occurred here — not in Russia, but
here in Ukraine. Ukraine was the first to receive
Peace Corps volunteers. They are now working
throughout various regions in Ukraine. Ukraine was
the first to witness the opening of an America House,
which is a cultural center for broadening exchanges
and understanding between our two societies.
Ukraine was the first as of last week to place individ-
uals for (rips to the U.S. under a newly established
program, the Freedom Support Grants. Ukraine was
the first to witness the creation of an American
Chamber of Commerce whose purpose is to expand
U.S.-Ukrainian business opportunities. Ukraine will
have its own Science and Technology Center once
the agreement is signed in the near future.

In addition, over the past year, the U.S. presence
has far outstripped every other country. We now have
over 50 Americans at the Embassy and over 100
Ukrainians working. We have a large AID mission
with programs in agriculture, energy, defense conver-
sion and various other fields. The facts show that the
U.S. commitment to Ukraine is strong and broad-
based.

For those who may doubt it, let me clearly reaffirm
for you today the U.S. commitment to Ukraine. This
commitment is based on four mutual principles.

First, the security and sovereignty of Ukraine.
Second, cooperative partnership in international
affairs and organization. Third, support of democra-
cy, human rights and economic reform. Fourth, con-
sultations based on equality and mutual interest.

I make this pact with you today, Ukraine’s future
leaders, in spirit of cooperation and friendship. I hope
that your institution strengthens and broadens the
spirit of freedom and democracy that shines on your
land. 1 thank you for your attention. I wish you all the
best.

Thank you and God Bless you.
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Rochester supports media project in Ukraine

by Marta Shmigel

ROCHESTER, N.Y. — For readers of
The Ukrainian Weekly, Irene Jarosewich
is probably most familiar as an occasion-
al contributor of articles to this publica-
tion. However, from July 1991 until
February 1992, Ms. Jarosewich worked
behind the scenes of political activity in
Ukraine within the Information Division
of Rukh as the press liaison for foreign
correspondents.

During the 14 months she worked
with Rukh’s Information Division, Ms.
Jarosewich met with more than 600 for-
eign correspondents and representatives
of government delegations, private insti-
tutions and corporations from more than
20 countries. She organized press con-
ferences and helped organize on-site
press centers for large events such as the
Nationalities Congress in-Odessa and, at
the request of the Ukrainian Foreign
Ministry Press Center, the World
Congress of Ukrainians in August 1992,

She set up interviews with leaders of
Rukh and representatives of other demo-
cratic groups, found translators, provided
quotes, gave briefings on Ukrainian his-
tory and current cvents, provided story
ideas and wrote position papers in
English -— in short, she helped the press
get the story about™Ukraine.

According to Ms. Jarosewich, “It was
my experience that once a reporter got to
Ukraine, the resulting story was almost
always accurate. | spent a great deal of
my time supplying phone numbers,
quotes, facts, people to contact, sources,
the basic tools of a good story. The key
is to go to the press, not wait for the
press to come to you. Somebody has to
be on the spot to say 1o a reporter, “you
really should talk to this guy,” and then
steer him in that direction.”

Her work with Rukh was supported
by grants from the Rochester Rukh
Committee. Ms. Jarosewich recalls
events of the spring of 1991:

“I submitted a proposal to Bohdan
Burachinsky of the Coordinating
Committee to Aid Ukraine to fund a
staff position in press rclations within
Rukh to work specifically with foreign
correspondents. He, in turn, referred it to
the Rochester Committee and when
Marta Shmigel called to ask me about
my proposal, we found an instant rap-

Standing outside the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs on November 29,
1991, Irene Jarosewich reacts to
results of a poll (just handed her) indi-
cating overwhelming support for
Ukraine’s independence. The referen-
dum on that question was held
December 1, 1991.

port.

“She understood that it was in the best
interests of Rukh and of Ukraine to get
the message to the foreign media. She
also understood that, in turn, people
were needed in Ukraine to explain the
specifics of Western journalism.

“For many years, the community in
Rochester has been advocating that the
organizations in the diaspora focus funds
and attention specifically on media rela-
tions. I am very grateful to the Rochester
Rukh Committee for supporting my
work in Ukraine and for taking a risk on
an individual unknown to them,” Ms.
Jarosewich said.

Ms. Jarosewich has received many
acknowledgments and letters of thanks
from reporters and foreign delegations
who praised her efforts. However, she is
the first to admit that “one person doing

this job is less than a drop in the bucket”
— especially now, when Ukraine needs
to pay attention not only to those
reporters who travel to Ukraine, but also
to those in all the countries in which
Ukraine has embassies. In her view, the
Moscow press corps in particular is still
important to target.

“Most of the correspondents based in
Moscow,” she continued, “are not pur-
posefully biased against Ukraine. They
are simply not in the habit of trying to
get information out of Ukraine. So, they
need to be taught new habits.
Furthermore, it is still truly difficult to
get Ukraine’s version of the truth, even
for those who try. There are over 1,500
registered foreign correspondents in
Moscow. Most of them are not going to
open _offices in Ukraine, or Moldova, or
Belarus, or Slovakia, or Tajikistan. Since
they are not going to come to you, you
have to go to them.” -

Furthermore, in America we tend to
see only the coverage of the four net-
works and four major dailies and think
this makes the world go around.
However, according to Ms. Jarosewich,
the: vast majority of correspondents in
Ukraine were from Great Britain, Japan
and Europe. These audiences are very
important for Ukraine, and, European
audiences in particular, need to be culti-
vated to understand Ukraine’s story.

“I am deeply sympathetic to the enor-
mous tasks that lie before the govern-
ment and people in Ukraine,” she said,
“and the management of information and
Ukraine’s national image is only one
small part. But it is an important part,
because information and image are
directly related to power, which is linked
to security, something for which Ukraine
is striving.” )

One Ukrainian people’s deputy, she
recalls, was asked by a French television
reporter: “Now that the decades-long
hard work for Ukrainian independence
has been completed, what lies before
Ukraine?” He responded simply: “More
work.”

As both Ukraine and the diaspora
realize that many years of more work lie
ahead, it is time to focus on the task at
hand and ask ourselves how we can
channel our very limited resources to the
best advantage during those years.

U.S. lawsuit™
filed on Katyn

SAN FRANCISCO — A group of
Polish Americans filed suit in U.S.
District Court in San Francisco against
the Russian government for the mass
executions committed at the Katyn
Forest in 1939.

The group demands an explanation,
apology and compensation for the
deaths of approximately 14,700 captive
Poles, who the Russians admit were
killed by the KGB’s predecessors,
reported the San Francisco Chronicle
on March 5.

Judge William Orrick announced he
would take the case under advisement,
given numerous difficult legal issues in
the proceeding. As U.S. citizens, the
Polish Americans have standing to
pursue their suit.

According to the Chronicle, Soviet
President Mikhail Gorbachev set the
process in motion that led to the Polish
Americans’ suit against the Russians
when he admitted Soviet responsibility
for a mass execution at Katyn Forest. A
favorable decision for the Polish group
could lead to many such claims by the
victims of Stalinism and their descen-
dents. :

Bogus charities receive aid

KYYIV — According to a report by
The Daily Telegraph’s Kyyiv correspon-
dent, Stephen Mulvey, “large amounts
of humanitarian aid to Ukraine have
been sent to bogus charities.” The
London newspaper's March 17 issue
carried the item, which quoted Dr.
Bronislav Ometsynsky as saying that
“of 11,500. tons of aid registered by U-
krainian customs in 1992, only one-
third reached the Red Cross and state
authorities.” Dr. Ometsynsky heads a
commission established to begin offi-
cial monitoring and control of incoming
aid.

Mr. Mulvey wrote that much of what
had been received by now has been
siphoned off “by bodies calling them-
selves charities” and sold on the black
market. According to the reporter’s
statistics, the U.K. sent 84 tons of aid to
Ukraine in 1992, including almost 30
tons of medicine and medical supplies
worth about $2.5 million.

The Ukrainian commissioner deplored
the laxity of controls on agencies pur-
porting to be charities, saying that “you
and I can go today and registera chamy
and then go to [the U.S.] to negotiate

aid.” The repert suggested that charities,

often claimed to be helping Chornobyl
victims to win special sympathy from.
Western donors.

Apparently, however, even aid that
reaches legitimate agencies is under
constant threat of theft and resale. The
Telegraph piece reported that “dispos-
able syringes, badly needed by hospitals,
were regularly on sale in private kiosks
in the first half of 1992, but vanished as
aid deliveries tailed off in the second
half of the year.”

When asked by Mr. Mulvey about
official measures to curb such abuses,
the commissioner said that Ukrainian
security services are working on a large
number of cases, and that official
warnings have been sent out to foreign
embassies.

Dr. Ometsynsky went on to say that
the government intends to set up a
computerized data bank linking
Ukraine's customs service with Central
and regional authorities to track the
distribution of future aid. The official
also indicated that legislation providing

for the monitoring of charities and the -
“militarization” of the customs service

is.being drafted, .

Kyyiv International
School sets session

KYYIV — The International School
of Ukrainian Studies, jointly with the
Ukrainian Academy of Sciencesand the
National Association of Ukrainian
Studies, has announced a summer
academic program — “Ukraine in a
European Context” — to be held in
Kyyiv July i-August 15.

Among the program participants are:
Orest Subtelny (Canada), “Historical
Ties Between Ukraine and Europe,”
Serhiy Holovaty (Ukraine), “Ukraine
and the European Community,” Marko
Pavlyshyn (Australia), “Nineteenth
Century Ukrainian Literature in Euro-
pean Context,” Roman Szporluk
(U.S.), “Ukraine and Eastern Europe,”
Martha Bohachevska-Chomiak (U.S.),
“The Feminist Movement in Ukraine —
A Window in Europe,” Mykola Riab-
chuk (Ukraine), “Ukraine and Europe:
Politics and Culture,” Nina Hereasy-
mova-Persydska (Ukraine), “Music of
the Ukrainian Rebirth,” Oleksander
Fedoruk (Ukraine), “Ukrainian Art of
the 20th Century in the Context of
World Culture.”

The program will feature: simulta-
neous translation of lectures into
English and Ukrainian; Ukrainian
language instruction at advanced,
intermediate and elementary levels,
supplemented by computer- and video-
based language laboratory drill ses-
sions; as well as tours of the historical
and cultural landmarks of Kyyiv, atten-
dance at cultural events, and excursions
to Pereyaslav and Chernihiv.

The school can make travel and travel
permit arrangements for course partici-
pants interested in visiting Lviv after the
end of the program.

Fee: tuition, including textbooks and
materials, room and extracurricular
activities — $1,400 (U.S.). Accommo-
dations: in Kyyiv'scity center. Thereisa
special $900 (U.S.), rate available for
interested students.

Within the framework of the pro-
gram, there will be a scholarly con-
ference on the painter Mykhailo Boy-
chuk, to be held at the Museum of
Ukrainian Art.

Materials from the academic pro-
gram are slated to appear as a publica-
tion titled “Ukraine in a European
Context.”

For further information and registra-
tion, contact: The International School
of Ukrainian Studies, 4 Hrushevsky
Street, Room 213; Kiev 252001; U-
kraine; telephone and fax, (044) 229-02-
96.

Correction

In The Weekly of April 11, due toa
paste-up error, the byline of Marta
Kolomayets was omitted from the news
story about the U.S. congressional
delegation’s visit to Kyyiv.

Addendum

In an article in the April 11 issue of
The Weekly regarding the conference at
Stanford University on Ukraine’s
evolving foreign policy — “Ukraine’s
the International Arena” —- which is
being sponsored by the Center for
Russian and East European Studies, on
May | at Tresidder Memorial Union,
the following conference participants
had been omitted due to technical
errors: Adrian Karatnycky, assistant to
the president, AFL/CIO: and Lilia
Shevtsova, visiting Russian scholar at
the University of.California-Berkeley.. .,
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Recent studies note improvement of rights in Ukraine

by Roman Woronowycz

JERSEY CITY, N.J. — Human and
political rights in most areas of life have
drastically improved for the Ukrainian
citizen since independence in August
1991. More improvements are required,
however. before freedoms in Ukraine
begin to approach those to which the
West is generally accustomed.

Several recently compleied studies,
one by the U.S. State Departrnent, anoth-
er by the Commission on Seccurity and
Cooperation in Europe (Helsinki
Commission), and a third by Freedom
House, an organization that monitors
democracy and human rights around the
world, suggest that Ukraine has estab-
lished some democratic structures and
now needs to implement and pursue the
reforms begun.

The Helsinki Commission and U.S.
State Department reports are particularly
comprehensive. They cover a spectrum
of areas where individual rights have
been historically abused, including free-
dom of the press, religious rights, rights
of the accused and treatment of minori-
ties. Both studies also analyze the cur-
rent status of the Constitution formula-
tion process.

The Conference on Security and
Cooperation in Europe (CSCE) is man-
dated by international agreement to
monitor the status of human rights in
countries that signed the Helsinki
Accords in 1976. The Soviet successor
states, including Ukraine, were admitted
into the CSCE in January 1992.

Orest Deychakiwsky, Helsinki
Commission staff member, wrote the
commission’s 1993 report on Ukraine.
The report states that “the human rights
situation in independent Ukraine has
shown marked improvement over the
period of Soviet rule. Egregious human
rights violations have stopped and the
average citizen is much freer to speak
and act as he or she chooses.”

The State Department results paratlel
the commission’s analysis. It states,
“Despite many obstacles, Ukraine made
significant progress in the area of human
rights during 1992.” But it goes on to
say, “Transition from the old, centralized
Communist system to open, effectively
functioning democratic institutions and
practices remains the major task.”

Perhaps the most difficult transition to
a democracy for the Ukrainian govern-
ment so far has been confronting the
issue of a free press. Both reports con-
clude that Ukraine is moving towards
freedom of the press with trepidation,
taking a step back for every one forward.
The major uncertaintics result from the
absence of any specific law that safe-
guards freedom of speech.

Although independent newspapers
exist, most are having a difficult go at
survival. To some extent this is because
paper is a valuable commodity which the
government selectively distributes. The
limited publishing resources, which also
include ink and printing presses, are
directed towards the government subsi-
dized media that reflect the government
line, if for no other reason than to retain
government favor.

There are accusations of independent
periodicals having been “lost” en route
from printing picsses to warehouses.
And, according to the State Department
report, the state publication and distribu-
tion agency, Soyuzdruk, reportedly
“broke contracts for disseminating inde-
pendent newspapers in Ukraine.”

Much concern about free speech has
also resulted from President Leonid
Kravchuk’s decree in August 1992 that
those criticizing the Ukrainian govern-
ment could be subject to expulsion from

the country. Although he later clarified
his statement and excluded diplomats
and journalists from the declaration, a
fecling remains that his decree dampered
what the press is willing to publish.

The Helsinki Commission report sug-
gests that press freedoms in fact are cur-
rently shrinking, citing the account of
journalist Mykola Kniazhitsky, who was
arrested for libel for filing a newpaper
interview critical of the government.

Both reports assert the Ukrainian
broadcast media still remains censored.
The government limits not only political
and economic news but also what sub-
jects commercial channels can air.

Freedom of movement and assembly,
on the other hand, seem unrestrained.

“The human rights situation in independent
Ukraine has shown marked improvement over
the period of Soviet rule.”

—The Helsinki Commission

Crowds regularly gather before the
Parliament building to voice their opin-
ions or demonstratc against particular
government decisions with no fear of
reprisal. Permits to demonstrate are rou-
tinely granted. In Kyyiv, even unsanc-
tioned rallies have taken place without
police interference.

Emigration laws have also been great-
Iy relaxed. Among others, over 100,000
Jews have left Ukraine in the last few
years. The few Ukrainians not allowed
to emigrate are denied generally on the
pretext of their alleged access to state
secrets.

Tourist travel abroad, too, generally is
unrestricted, even though exit visas still
are required. An internal passport system
is intact, a remnant of the Soviet system.

Both reports also agree that the right
to form political parties is unhindered.
The commission report, which spends
more time on this subject states,
“Political pluralism has expanded in
Ukraine as onec-party rule has been set
aside.”

The Helsinki Commission gives much

political thought in Ukraine. Even the
Communist Party, although banned after
the failed putsch of 1991, has reorga-
nized under the rubric of the Socialist
Party. The State Department report
underscores that no ranking ex-CPSU
members have stood trial for their work
in the party.

But most Ukrainians have a wariness
of political parties, developed with 70
years of one-party autocratic rule. With
democracy struggling to take root, much
of the populace remains outside of the
political spectrum, if only because the
concept remains foreign to most.

The criminal justice system is anoth-
er area where human rights models,
although on the books, have yet to be

implemented. The blame here lies as
much with unfamiliarity with the work-
ings of democracy as with the over-
whelming number of judges and procu-
rators remaining from the Soviet system.
The Helsinki Commission states,
“Despite the passage of laws, all too
often old ways of doing things persist.”

The human rights monitoring group
identifies two problem areas. “The first
is the lack of civic knowledge, including
on the part of judges and others trained
during the totalitarian period. The other
problem is of a material/technical nature,
where there is simply not enough money
in the budget for training.”

Western concepts of habeas corpus,
the right to seek counsel, jury systems
and a whole array of other common
Western criminal procedures are part of
the as yet unratified Constitution Both
reports suggest that the rights are upheld
in the courts, although not broadly. The
State Department report states: “There
has been an increased use of these proce-
dures as the new changes in criminal
procedure take effect and defendants

“Despite many obstacles, Ukraine made signifi-
cant progress in the area of human rights dur-
ing 1992.” ...(But) “Transition from the old, cen-
tralized Communist system to open, effectively

functioning democratic institutions and prac-

tices remains the major task.”

— US. State Department

credit for the move towards democratic
structures to Rukh, which it claims was
responsible for “inspiring the 1990
Declaration of State Sovereignty of
Ukraine.” Today, the country enjoys
universal suffrage. But the State
Department report emphasizes, “the
peaceful, democratic transfer of power
from an incumbent government to an
oppostition party has yel to be tested.”

Ukraine jumped onto the road to plu-
ralism in October 1990, when the
Supreme Council of Ukaine voted to
eliminate Article 6 of the Ukrainian SSR
Constitution, which was the legal basis
for the Communist Party’s leading role
and replaced it with a law guaranteeing
the right to form political parties. The
Ukraine SSR Constitution, most recently
revised in 1978, remains the law of the
land until the new constitution is adopt-
ed.

The new parties span the spectrum of

become aware of their new rights.”

But the report goes on to say, “People
generally do not use these new proce-
dures because they do not understand the
system and because defense attorneys
now charge high fees.”

Both analyses state that arbitrary
arrest or detention of persons is now a
thing of the past. According to the State
Department report, no cases of arrest of
individuals occurred in 1992 “on the
basis of their religious or political con-
victions.”

By Ukrainian law, today a person can
be detained by authorities for no more
than three days before an arrest order
must be filed by the prosecutor. The
court must then file official charges
against the accused within three months
of the arrest. This past month a new law
was to be passed allowing people to
appeal the legality of an arrest. It is

_ hoped that with the approval of a

Constitution these rather lax habeas cor-
pus procedures will be improved upon.
A system of bailment also does not exist
in Ukraine, even though the court may
release a person on his/her own recog-
nizance.

The Helsinki Commission and the
State Department both underscore that
no systemic physical abuse of prisoners
is evident. However, “food and sanitary
conditions are below Western stan-
dards,” according to the State
Department.

New Constitution is the key

The key to a proper setting of the die
cast by the new human and political
rights established thus far in Ukraine is
the final construction of the Constitution
that was sent from the Constitutional
Commission to the Parliament in July
1992 in draft form, and is now before the
public for general debate. .

The Helsinki Commission report ded-
icates several pages to analysis of the
draft constitution. It explains that by
November 13, 1992, the Constitutional
Commission had received more than
21,000 proposals and remarks from the
general public.

“The most controversial area, accord-
ing to the respondents, is Article 2 per-
taining to self-government and local
state administration. The draft of the
new constitution does not clearly define
the status of these power structures, and
many problems arise these days in local-
ities in relations between (local) councils
and state administrations,” says the
Helsinki Commission report.

- Although the commission report
acknowledges that “upholding the
rights and freedoms of individuals is a
central tenet  of  the new
constitution,”including habeas corpus
and unprecedented but badly needed
ecological rights, it identifies several
other problem areas.

For one, the Constitution is subordi-
nate to laws passed by the Parliament.
“While the rights and liberties of the
individual cannot be revoked, they can
be limited by laws” passed by the legis-
lature, according to the Helsinki
Commission. Also, no mechanisms exist
for guaranteeing the rights of the indi-
viduals.

Another issue raised by citizens is the
importance of a system of checks and
balances between the branches of gov-
ernment. Critics maintain that too much
authority lies with the Office of the
President. Supporters of a strong presi-
dency say the office needs the extra
authority to overcome opposition at the
local level. Detractors fear the added
powers (e.g. presidential representatives
stationed at the local level) could dimin-
ish the authority of the legislature.

Other more logisitical questions
remain regarding to the judicial branch
of government, such as the procedures
for the appointment of judges, distribu-
tion of judicial workload, qualifications,
etc. The Helsinki Commission identifies
these problems and quotes a Holos
Ukrainy interview with Viktor
Kononenko, a Ukrainian jurist, which
was written by Anatoliy Ben. Mr.
Kononenko says, “After all... until these
problems are resolved, the independence
of judges will remain a fiction.”

The constitution currently also con-
tains guarantees against discrimination
on the basis of race, sex, religion, lan-
guage or social status.

With regards to language, although
some friction among Russians, Tatars
and Ukrainians remain in the Crimea,
the State Department report says that

(Continued on page 10)
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We’ve got the power

In its April 19 issue, Time magazine acknowledged its regret about publish-
ing a photograph with a “somewhat murky past” which purported to depict a
young Jewish rape victim. That photo, readers will recall, appeared in the news
magazine’s February 22 issue as an illustration to an article about rape and the
war in Bosnia, and the use of rape as an instrument of war through the ages. Its
caption: “Jewish girl raped by Ukrainians in Lvov, Poland, in 1945.”

Now, nearly two months after the photo and caption were published, Time
has responded to the 750 readers who wrote it to comment. “The picture’s cap-
tion .., struck a nerve with readers of Ukrainian descent, who felt it unfairly sin-
gled out Ukrainians for committing acts of rape during World War II,” Time
noted. “These readers also questioned how we knew the victim was Jewish.”
[Here The Weekly would like to note aiso that many of the readers who sent us
copies of their letters to Time also questioned how the magazine’s editors knew
the perpetrators were Ukrainians.] The magazine then went on to describe some
of the information about the photo that had turned up since it was originally
published. (See story on page 1.)

In a highlighted portion of its letters section, Time stated: “Despite our best
efforts, we have not been able to pin down exactly what situation the photo-
graph portrays. But there is enough confusion about it for us to regret that our
caption, in addition to misdating the picture, may well have conveyed a false
impression.” In separate letters sent to individual readers who had written letters
to the editor, Time was even more apologetic. “... the debate and uncertainty
surrounding the photograph are sufficient for us to conclude that its inclusion in
the February 22 article was inappropriate. We are, of course, profoundly sorry
that this picture and its caption marred what we felt was an otherwise valuable
article. We wish to reassure you, moreover, that it was not our intention — nor
would we ever wish it to be — to single out Ukrainians for negative attention:
as the article made clear, wartime rape has, sadly, affected just about every
nation in the world.” In still other letters, Time editors thanked readers for alert-
ing it to the inaccuracies surrounding the photo and for their patience in wailing
for Time’s retraction. To some readers who had decided to cancel their Time
subscriptions, the magazine added, “We earnestly hope that you will have an
opportunity to read the April 19 letters box, and that you will perhaps reconsid-
er your decision to cancel your subscription.”

Many of The Weekly’s readers, we were gratified to see, responded to our
editorial of February 21 and wrote letters to Time, forwarding copies to our
offices, (In fact, we have a bulging file of those letters.) Quite a number of our
readers were instrumental in finding other sources where the very same photo
was previously published, i.e. books about the World War II period, but with
different explanations as to what was depicted. An all-purpose atrocity photo, it
turned out. (See Editorial, March 14.) Readers also encouraged others-to write,
and the public response snowballed. One of our letter-writers is now organizing
an action network on the West Coast similar to the Ukrainian American
Community Network of the D.C. area.

Quite a few organizations and institutions also got involved in this communi-
ty action. Among them were the Ukrainian Canadian Congress, the Ukrainian
Congress Committee of America, the Ukrainian National Association’s
Washington Office and the Ukrainian Canadian Professional and Business
Association of Ottawa. Ukrainian News of Edmonton published information
from the Polish Historical Society and the Demjanjuk Defense Committee in
Kyyiv which indicated that the mysterious photo was one of a series showing
public humiliation of suspected mistresses and collaborators and that it was an
event staged for a Nazi propaganda film. This information was cited also by the
Ukrainian Canadian Research and Documentation Center, which in its letter to
Time asked for concrete data regarding the photo editors chose to print with
such a vague yet damning caption.

In short, then, Time's outrageous handling of the “traditions of atrocity”
photo propelled our community into swift, and effective, action. We proved
that we can be a force when we make ourselves heard, loudly and clearly. (This
was one time that our complaints about news media attitudes and the perceived
anti-Ukrainian biases of other institutions around us were not kept internalized
within our “ghetto.”)We demonstrated once again that the pen is a mighty
weapon and we showed we know how to wield it. The lesson of our communi-
ty’s battle with Time is that we can succeed when we resolve to act. Let us
hope, then, that this resolve carries through to other issues and spurs us to con-
tinued effective action.

April
Turning the pages back...

1986

BOOK REVIEW: Officer's memoir

documents role of Galicia Division

Maj. Wolf-Dietrich Heike. The
Ukrainian Division “Galicia,” 1943-
1945: A Memoir. Edited by Yury
Boshyk. Introduction by John A.
Armstrong. New York: Shevchenko
Scientific Society, 1988.

by Joseph Trush

This memoir by Maj. Wolf-Dietrich
Heike is a welcome addition to the limit-
ed material with which we can refute the
unfounded accusations leveled by Soviet
sources and the Wiesenthal Center as
well as other innuendos and allegations
about the Galicia Division of the period
1943-1945.

It had been standard Soviet practice to
present the Ukrainian Galicia Division
as a German punitive unit that commit-
ed heinous crimes against the Jewish
people and humanity. The charges
against the division were baseless accu-
sations such as: participation in the
destruction of the Warsaw Ghetto, exe-
cution of Yugoslavian prisoners in
Trieste, Italy, and the killing of Jewish
citizens in Ternopil, western Ukraine.
These are the typical and vicious lies the
Soviet propaganda machine formulated
to discredit the Division in every possi-
ble way.

Maj. Heike's memoir has set the
record straight. He provides the facts
with utmost objectivity as to the purpose
for which the division was created. He
does not pull any punches when he gives
his evaluation of the circumstances and
personnel who participated in, organiza-
tional efforts from the beginning to the
very end of the Division’s existence.

Maj. Heike’s thorough memoir
explains in great depth why the Galicia
Division was organized and notes its
purpose: “The many reports to higher
German authorities always stressed the
battle-readiness of the Division [not as a
punitive unit as the Soviet, stated —
J.T.}, its political nature and the rele-
vance of its involvement in military
action with regards to the Ukrainian
interest. War against the Western Allies
was considered out of question, because
the Ukrainians had volunteered only to
fight Bolsheviks and for the liberation of
their homeland: The German authorities
agreed to such precondition.”

As a professional soldier of the
German infantry and an officer of the
Ukrainian Division’s general staff — not
a politician or party functionary — Maj.
Heike gives his evaluation of the
Ukrainian men under his command. We
should bear in mind that apart from Maj.
Heike’s memoir, no one has written a
comprehensive history of the division’s
operations. Furthermore, it is unlikely
that any Ukrainian was in a position to
do so. Thus, the book is all the more
important as historical documentation.

Further in his memoir, the author

WOLF-DIETRICH MEIKE

 TheUkrainian
Division'Galicia,

1943-45
a8 ﬁéﬂ(ﬂﬁ

defines the problems encountered in the
day-to-day operation of the Division’s
military activities, for example: language
barriers, young and inexperienced
German officers and NCOs; the abrasive
attitude of the Division’s commander,
Gen. Freitag; and above all, the misun-
derstanding of the psyche of Ukrainian
recruits, which caused to unnecessary
friction. Despite these shortcomings,
Ukrainian recruits acquainted them-
selves well with military matters and, in
some instances, outperformed their
German counterparts. The Battle of
Brody is testimony to the effectiveness
of the Ukrainian fighting men. In June
1944, although faced with an over-
whelmingly stronger force (both in man
powor and material) the Division man-
aged to fight its way out of a deadly
Soviet encirclement.

The author also addresses the contro-
versy involving with the Ukrainjan
Insurgent Army (UPA) , which opposed
creation of the Galicia Division and tried
to stop the flow of young men into the
Division. In Maj. Heike’s estimation,the
UPA’s efforts were not very effective
and of no great significance to the unit.
Nevertheless many men did leave the
Division to join the ranks of the UPA.

The remaining chapters of the memoir
cover the Division’s reorganization after
the Battie of Brody, the Division in
Slovakia, transfer to Styria, the last bat-
tle at the front, the defense of
Gleicheberg and, finally, the end of hos-
tilities and the Division’s march into
captivity in Italy.

The author wrote this memoir in
German. In 1970, the full text appeared
in a Ukrainian translation. This English
language volume, based on the
Ukrainian version, is translated by

(Continued on page

UNA Fund for the Rebirth of Ukraine

The Home Office of the Ukrainian
National Association reporis that, as of

Chornobyl, the star named Wormwood, is still making many
men die of the waters it made bitter (Revelation, 8: 10-11). In
the immediate aftermath of the disaster on the Prypiat River,
hundreds of people rushed to the scene. Among them was Colonel Nikolai Volkozub,
an air force pilot of the Kyyiv Military District and “Master of Helicopter Sport of the
USSR.”

What follows are excerpts from his account, published in Yuriy Shcherbak’s
“Chernobyl: A Documentary Story” (Edmonton: Canadian Institute of Ukrainian
Studies Press, 1989).

%k
“On the morning of 27 April [1986] I was told by telephone to go to headquarters

(Continued on page 14)

OH April 25, the fraternal organization’s newly
(JQ 4& established Fund for the Rebirth of
< Ukraine has received 13,919 checks from
its members with donations totalling
$366,292.18 The contributions include
individual members’ donations, as well as
returns of members’ dividend checks and

interest payments on promissory notes.
Please make checks payable to: UNA

~ Fund for the Rebirth of Ukraine.
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

How could one
be so greedy?

Dear Editor:

Please allow me to make a short
response to a letter to the editor by
Alexandra Anders (March 21).

She supports the idea of creating an
anti-defamation group, then she pro-
ceeds straight ahead with a defamation
of the present Ukrainian government,
by referring to it as “democratic” and
|mp]y1ng that the whole Ukrainian
nation is uncivilized. She is complaining
bitterly about the previous Soviet
government taking her property at
gunpoint and the present Ukrainian
government being unwilling to return it
to her.

1 would like to remind her that the
previous Soviet government not only
took property from “former Ukrainian
residents worldwide™ but it took mil-
lions of lives of Ukrainian people who
did not manage to flee abroad to save
their necks. Shall we make the present
government responsible for all these
atrocities?

There are hundreds of thousands of
Ukrainian people who survived untold
mental and physical torture and de-
pravation in the Gulag camps. Shall the
present government return to them all
their stolen property and pay compen-
sation for all those years of suffering?
Would they have a more justified reason
to demand retribution than the “poor”
lady from Las Vegas? Yes, definitely,
they would, but they do not pose such
demands. In the first place, they do not
hold the present government respon-
sible for atrocities of the previous regime
and they realize also that the very
survival of the nation is at stake at the
present time, so they hang on to their
lives and struggle to survive.

Would the “poor, victimized twice”
letter-writer from Las Vegas please get
off the backs of Ukrainian people with
her “civilized” demands and threats of
class action? All of us lost some
property in the old country, but I hope
to God that very few of os us would be
as greedy!

Ivan Shumuk
Vernon, British Columbia

About marketing
and trademarks

Dear Editor:

Having read Ihor Diachenko’s
response (March 21) to the letter from
Myroslaw Prytulak (Yanuary 31) on the
Koolzak Grafiks advertisement which
offended Mr. Prytulak, I found the ad
and took a look myself. I can sympathize
with Mr. Prytulak’s view, somewhat.
Although in my personal opinion the
likeness of Taras Shevchenko in an
“Absolut-Uke” t-shirt is silly, I do not
find it grossly offensive, but feel that
someone with more conservative tastes
might find it more insulting.

The main issue, which was missed in
Mr. Prytulak’s assessment of the ad,
and one that I do have a problem with,
is Mr. Diachenko’s use of the symbol
for Absolut Vodka without permission
from the Absolut company (granted
rights are designated by the letters
“TM,” for trademark, near the logo or
symbol being reproduced). Mr. Dia-
chenko, and other marketers of t-shirts
and related items, have gotten into the
habit of ripping off recognizable logos,

- images and characters from well-known
“«Amierican. corporations.:-} -have seen

countless examples of items with images
of Mickey Mouse, Donald Duck or
Bart Simpson wearing Ukrainian
embroidery being sold at North Ameri-
can festivals. This practice is a sham
which keeps growing with each passing
festival season.

1 agree with the point Mr. Diachenko
makes about “younger-generation”
Ukrainians trying hard to promote
Ukrainian individualism, culture and
history. But when the images being
promoted are reproduced illegally,
there is no individualism, there is only
theft and forgery.

M. Diachenko, it is true our country
is free, but our t-shirts are not. As long
as you keep making money by illegally
selling other people’s property, you are
practicing bogus business of the highest
order. Besides, you do go through the
trouble of placinga “TM” mark on your
original designs, so you obviously know
better.

Natalia Doshenko
‘New York

Re: The scandal
at Grand Hotel

Dear Editor

1 came back from Ukraine a few
weeks ago only to find your front-page
article about the Lviv Grand Hotel
scandal.

Reading it one would think that all
ventures in Ukraine are a “bust” and
that Ukraine is not ready for foreign
investments. I beg to differ!

1 could not be happier with my
Ukrainian and Austria’ partners and
with the speed and efficiency that this
joint venture is progressing in Ukraine.

The dynamic combination of our
team built on mutual trust and un-
derstanding has been so successful that
to date, “AUSCOPRUT? is one of the
most propsperous joint ventures in
Ukraine with an estimated Western
capital investment of over $5 million.
Roxolana I (a former Communist Party
hotel in Ivano-Frankivske) will open
May 23 after a seven-month million
dollar renovation. A four-story brick
frame was laid for Roxolana II, a
completely new hotel located on the
main city square of Ivano-Frankivske.
Furthermore,. property which will be
renovated into a five story office
building, has also been secured in Kyyiv
— and all that in only 18 months! Now
is the time to invest in Ukraine.

Most important, seek your partners
wisely. Unless you plan on moving to
Ukraine to run your business, your
Ukrainian partner is your best in-
vestment in any joint venture today in
Ukraine.

The Grand Hotel scandal did not
have to happen. Basic advice for those
investing in Ukraine (and this pertains
to both sides) — check your partners
out thoroughly, and do not go just by
the facade of an elaborate business card.

Marijka Helbig
Maplewood, N.J.

The writer is president of Scope
Travel Inc., and founder/director of
AUSCOPRUT.

The Ukrainian Weekly welcomes
letters to the editor. Letters should be
typed (doubled-spaced) and signed;
they must be originals, not photocopies.

The daytime phone number and
address of the letter-writer must be
given for-vertification purposes. .-

Faces and Places

by Myron B. Kuropas

Ukram/ans and ' Jews:
the dialogue continues

About five years ago I approached
Maynard Wishner, former national chair-
man of the American Jewish Committee,
to share a concern I had regarding the
rapid deterioration of Ukrainian-Jewish
relations in the wake of the John
Demjanjuk case.

Mr. Maynard was sympathetic and
agreed that a formal dialogue between
our communities may be in order. He
invited a distinguished group of Jewish
leaders to a meeting with representatives
from the UCCA, the UNA, Sclfreliance
and the Ukrainian American Justice
Committee. For the next five years we
met on a regular basis, concentrating
most of our dialogue on the Demjanjuk
case.

Initially, we presented our side and
they presented theirs. We got nowhere.

We distributed copies of “ Old
‘Wounds: Jews, Ukrainians and the Hunt
for Nazi War Criminals in Canada” by
Harold Troper and Morton Weinfeld, two
distinguished professors at Canadian uni-
versities who presented a balanced view
of the issue. We also distributed copies
of “Identifying Ivan” by William
Wagenaar. All three authors were Jewish.

We invited Bill Wolf, a Jewish
American lawyer from Phoenix who had
met Mr. Demjanjuk and believed in his
innocence, to address our group in the
hope that the log-jam would be broken.
Our Jewish partners came, listened
politely, and left unconvinced.

In 1990, as Ukraine began moving
towards independence, there was concern
on the Jewish side that pogroms could
erupt. Since I was going to Kyyiv I invit-
ed our Jewish partners to give me the
name of a Jewish refusenik they trusted
so that I could contact him and learn
what was really going on. They gave me
the name of Marc Kotlyar, a man I later
interviewed. Mr. Kotlyar indicated that
there was little threat of pogroms. On the
contrary, he told me, Jews in Moscow
and Leningrad were fearful of Russians
and were sending their children to rela-
tives in Ukraine for safekeeping. Mr.
Kotlyar and other Jews I met in Kyyiv
were supportive of Rukh and viewed
Ukrainian independence as a positive
development for Jews. Since Mr. Kotlyar
spoke perfect English I recorded all of
this on audio tape and played it to our
group upon my return,

A few months later Mr. Kotlyar was
in Chicago and we hosted a reception for
him and our Jewish partners at Galan’s.
He repeated his support for an indepen-
dent Ukraine both to the Jews and to a
group of Ukrainians he later met at Ss.
Volodymyr and Olha Cultural Center.
Ukrainians greeted him warmly.

As Ukraine crept closer to indepen-
dence, our dialogue group drafted a joint
statement supporting Ukraine’s pro-
democraticmoves. For a variety of rea-
sons the final draft was never approved
and no joint statement was issued. Once
Ukraine did declare its independence,
however, Chicago’s Ukrainians celebrat-
ed, and Mr. Wishner was there to wish
Ukraine well.

A turning point in our dialogue came
following Mr. Wishner’s and David
Roth’s trip to Kyyiv for the commemora-
tion ceremony the new Ukrainian gov-

ernment held at Babyn Yar. Both were
deeply moved by what they saw, as well
as by the reception they received from
Ukrainians. From that moment -on, it
seemed, things began to move.

There was still the Demjanjuk case,
however. It stood in the way of produc-
tive dialogue because neither side would
budge. In the end, we agreed to disagree.
We issued a joint statement in which we
articulated our respective positions.

“Ukrainian Americans,” we stated,
“tend to argue that Mr. Demjanjuk is not
‘Ivan the Terrible,” that the evidence
used to extradite him was tainted, and
that a goal of the Israeli trial was to edu-
cate a new generation of Israelis and
Jews about the horrors of the Holocaust.”

Our Jewish partners stated that
“Jewish Americans tend to express confi-
dence in the fairness and integrity of the
independent judiciaries in the United
States and in Israel and are inclined to
accept the determination of those courts
as to whether or not Mr. Demjanjuk is
the infamous mass murderer, ‘Ivan the
Terrible’ of Treblinka.”

Our statement ended with a plea to
Israel’s High Court of Justice and the
United States Court of Appeals for the
Sixth Circuit “to make every effort to
resolve this matter expeditiously.”

Although our complete statement was
printed in The Weekly two weeks ago,
some of it is worth repeating for three
reasons: 1) to underscore the amount of
time it took to achieve it; 2) to emphasize
how difficult dialogue can often be; 3) to
demonstrate that when two disagreeing
sides finally agree on a statement, nei-
ther side may be 100 percent satisfied.

From our perspective, I believe the
statement is helpful because it clearly
states the Ukrainian position. The fact
that distinguished Jewish leaders signed
it suggests that even though they proba-
bly don’t agree with our perception, they
understand it and recognize, perhaps
even appreciate, its origins. In short, our
Jewish partners acknowledge that our
position is not an outgrowth of
“Ukrainian anti-Semitism.”

Does all of this mean that Jews and
Ukrainians in America will now live hap-
pily ever after? Hardly. There are Jews
who will probably reject this statement
and accuse our dialogue partners of “cav-
ing in to anti-Semites.” And I know
there are Ukrainians who believe that the
statement is worthless because “the Jews
have not admitted their own guilt.” We
need to recognize these sentiments and
be aware of the fact that for some Jews
and Ukrainians reconciliation is impossi-
ble. For others, however, especially here
in the United States, reconciliation is not
only possible but desirable. Barriers to
mutual trust still exist — the final
Demjanjuk judgement, the way
Ukrainians are portrayed in the U.S.
Holocaust Museum, for example — but
the first tenuous steps towards building a
trusting relationship have been taken.

As our joint statement explains: “the
dialogues have enhanced our mutual
understanding and sensitized each com-
munity to the other’s culture and aspira-
tions.” Both communities will benefit if

* theé process continues.
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BOOK REVIEW: A Ukrainian physicist’s insight into Chornobyl

V. M.. Chernousenko. Chernobyl — Insight from the Inside. (Springer Verlag, 1991,
367pp., 124 figures and photographs, 47 tables).

by Marko Horbatsch

Seven years after the world’s largest
nuclear accident there still is consider-
able uncertainty with respect to the scale
of damage done to the environment, to
the people who lived and continue to
live in the vicinity of Chornobyl (even
inside the forbidden 30-kilometer zone),
to the “liquidators,” and to the people at
large. )

Very conflicting reports exist even as
to the number of victims. These range
from the minimal figure of about 30 to
40 among the operators and firemen
involved in the emergency work (such a
position was taken by International
Atomic Energy Agency experts as pre-
sented by 1. Jovanovich in the July 1991
issue of Physics in Canada, pp.116-131,
who believes that a one-time dose of |
Sv, which is 10 percent of the acute
lethal dose, induces a loss of life
expectancy of only one 1o two years) up
to several thousand victims among the
liquidators. The latter position, based on
a register of the Chornobyl Union, is
taken by V. M.. Chernousenko, an estab-
lished Ukrainian theoretical physicist
who headed a commission that super-
vised the rectification work around
Chornobyl.

The book, which addresses a scientifi-
cally educated reader, makes ample use
of tables of exemplary rather than statis-
tical data. For the radiation safety expert
many details are missing; in particular,
there is no reference to health risk
assessments of the accident published in
the scientific literature. There are numer-
ous interviews that contain first-hand
accounts from plant operators, liquida-
tors, party secretaries, doctors. These
accounts give dramatic insight as to how
the cover-up was handled, and how the
people’s radiation dose was assessed not
by dosimeters, but that they felt it by a
metallic taste in the mouth, sore throats
and burned skin.

Very sad are the accounts that
describe the former heroes of Chornobyl,
namely the liquidators who without any
preparation about radiation dangers were
sent into a war-like situation to do the
clean-up work. Today these people are
not only forgotten, but basically shunned
by society: their medical problems,
which amount to combinations of dis-
eases in the cardio-vascular system, in
the digestive tract, psychological prob-
lems, etc., are classified as non-radia-
tion-related, and they have a hard time
getting any medical help.

[t is interesting to note that many of
their complaints are similar to the after-
effects suffered by many survivors
among the over 150 acknowledged acute
radiation sickness victims as described
in the proceedings of a 1988 Kyyiv con-
ference. The survival of a large number
of these people, who received between
10 and 100 percent of what is considered
a lethal does, was presented in 1988 as
evidence that there couldn’t be any siz-
able effects in the general population.
However, today, many of these “sur-
vivors” are dead. Thus, it is of at utmost
importance to properly document the
health history of all radiation victims.

The book begins with a non-technical
account as to what caused the explosion
in the RBMK reactor. It tries to exoner-
ate the operators of the plant (all the
blame was put initially on their lack of
responsibility) and points to the fact that

" major design flaws in the emergency
system were practically admitted by the
engineers when they drew up revised
operation instructions and modifications

after the accident (some control rods
are now fixed and non-removable).

The description of the construction
work on the sarcophagus and of clean-up
work on the roof of unit No. 3 by army
personnel is probably the strongest part
of the book. It describes how the admin-
istration’s top priority was to get the
remaining units back into power produc-
tion, including the twin unit 3. Soviet-
and Western-made robots failed to work
in the highly radioactive environment
and, thus, drafted soldiers had to work in
minute shifts as “bio-robots” to do the
clean-up.

Work also had to be done by hand as
the two German cranes on site were ded-
icated to the building of the sarcopha-
gus. This administrative decision to give
top priority to the entombment of the
destroyed reactor No. 4 was taken in
order to speed up the process of closing
one big source of radiation and to facili-
tate further work in the zone.

The roof of unit 3 at the time con-
tained about a metric ton of radioactive
debris hurled out of unit 4 during the
explosion. It was to be removed and
thrown into the ruins of ‘unit 4 before
entombment. A more coordinated effort
during the summer of 1986 between the
rectification work on units 3 and 4 could
have avoided major portions of the
“bio-robot” exercise.

Also, there are hundreds of hastily
created radioactive waste burial sites that
now have to be relocated as radioactive
material is seeping into the ground
water.

A significant part of the book deals
with the question of “radiophobia™ and
whether there are justified radiological
reasons for this psychological stress.
Significant areas of agricultural land
produce milk and other foodstuffs whose
radioactive contamination even today
exceeds international norms by large
factors. Tractor drivers with respirator
masks in dust-proof cabins work on the
polluted land to produce food that
increases the health risks to the entire
population.

In the best case, the produce is mixed
with food from less contaminated areas.
The question of people’s evacuation
arises not only in the context of their
own safety (their internal radiation expo-
sure is high as, practically, they have
access to local food only), but also out of
concern over what they can produce on
contaminated land.

There are some estimates in which it
is stated that the health risk of living in
the affected areas is comparable to living
in Colorado or at worst in Kerala
province in India, where the natural
background radiation levels are twice
and 10 times the usual values, respec-
tively. In contrast, Mr. Chernousenko
points out that the people living in the
hot-spot areas are inhaling radioactive
dust and, thus, the radiation situation
cannot simply be compared with elevat-
ed background radiation levels.

There is a big disagreement between
the health assessments of local doctors
and various commissions coming from
the outside that are finding health condi-
tions comparable to other locations in
Ukraine. It is indicated that a vicious
symbiosis between radiation and other
environmental hazards might be respon-
sible for the weakening of many peo-
ple’s immune systems. Further elabora-
tion on that point would be useful for a
subsequent edition of the book.

There are some attempts at providing
statistical data for the incidence of radia-
tion-refated sicknesses in some areas of
Ukraine and Belarus. More attention

should be given to the argument that
medical diagnostics have improved in
the past seven years due to increased
attention. Further elaboration on the con-
tamination of the Dnipro waterway sys-
tem that is essential to over 30 million
people in Ukraine would also be helpful,
as the chapter on this important topic is
quite brief.

Mr. Chernousenko criticizes the fact
that villages, towns and settlements are
classified as danger zones based on very
large scale maps prepared by the
Meteorological Service. It is known,
however, even from these maps and
from independent measurements per-
formed by the Kyyiv Institute for
Nuclear Physics, that radioactive conta-
minants were dispersed very unevenly.
Hot spots of radiation are found nearly
every other day in areas previously
believed to be clean. The author calls for
a survey and publication of maps drawn
to a scale of at least 1:200,000 centime-
ters and for the establishment of danger
zones on the basis of the contamination
of the food produced on the land in a
given zone. People still are not allowed
to move away from their contaminated
areas on an individual basis. Mr.
Chernousenko does not demand hand-
outs or premiums for people living under
high-radiation conditions, but proper
medical attention and clean food.

Many of these demands put the new
Ukrainian government into a difficult
position. One would think that Ukraine
is rich enough in land to allow for the
resettlement of a few hundred thousand
people, to give them land elsewhere and
to let them start private enterprises. The
contaminated land should be turned into
forest parks to let it regenerate itself
over the next centuries. One should think

that this would be most reasonable,
especially given the overproduction of
food in the civilized world. The young
government, however, finds itself in
financial difficulties and probably hasn’t
enough control over the established
administrative apparatus. It is pressured
by the people who were promised evacu-
ation years ago, and still nothing has
happened.

Mr. Chernousenko’s data on some
aspects of health in the Zhytomyr Oblas
and in parts of Belarus are in markec
contrast to publications of the World
Health Organization, the International
Atomic Energy Agency and Western
health experts in general. He complains
that no official statistics are available
because the (1991 Soviet) authorities
were treating this information as classi-
fied.

A comparative study between the
states of health in Ukraine, Belarus,
Russia and France, performed for both
the French and Soviet nuclear industry,
showed that — unrelated to Chornobyl
— for any age group considered, the
health risk is equal in the three republics
and at least three times higher than that
in France. This, presumably, is the
result of industrialization and the uncon-
trolled use of pesticides without concern
for environmental damage, as well as the
heavy use of poor quality alcohol and
tobacco. Thus, Western health experts
have strong evidence in their hands that
Chornobyl cannot be held responsible
for the poor state of health in Ukraine
and Belarus.

The influence of the above-mentioned
pollution sources and dangerous living
habits on the over-all health situation

(Continued on page 11)

WASHINGTON — To commemo-
rate the seventh anniversary of the
catastrophe that resulted from the
explosion of the Chornobyl nuclear
power plant on April 26, 1986, The
Chornoby! Committee of Washington
and the Embassy of Ukraine will
sponsor an exhibit of 28 children’s
drawings from Kyyiv to be displayed
April 26 - May 3 (excluding May 1-2)
at the Embassy of Ukraine, 3350 M
St. NW (at 34th Street). The exhibit
hours will be 10 a.m. - 5 p.m. daily
(excluding Saturday and Sunday).

The 28 drawings are part of a col-
lection of 100 artworks donated to the
Chornobyl Committee by children in
Ukraine who had been asked to recre-
ate their experiences and impressions
of the disaster on paper.

The children, who were as young
as 3 at the time of the explosion and
subsequent partial eviction of affected
cities and villages, provide a poignant
and disturbing glimpse of what it felt
like to be a child living in an irradiat-
ed zone. Chornobyl continues to res-
onate in their lives.

The children’s statements are very
strong — some even condemning.
Though the aftereffects of radiation
fallout do not acknowledge borders,
in Ukraine alone the Ukrainian
Ministry of Health reports unprece-
dented numbers of thyroid disorders,
blood-related diseases, repressed and
deficient immune systems, and
cataracts.

Within just a few years of the
explosion, the incidence of blood-

related illnesses such as leukemia and

Children’s view of Chornobyl
displayed at Ukraine’s Embassy

aplastic anemia has dramatically
increased in the child and adolescent
population living in radiation-affected
areas. To focus attention on the con-
tinuing plight of the young victims, as
well as the worldwide health implica-
tions of a nuclear explosion such as
Chornobyl, The Chornobyl
Committee of Washington established
the “Save a Life” project, a recruit-
ment of persons of Ukrainian and
other East European ancestry to be
included in the National Marrow
Donor Program. Recent genctic
research has shown that ethnic back-
ground is a key element in finding
suitable donors for individuals requir-
ing a bone marrow transplant to com-
bat blood-related disorders, such as
those caused by radiation fallout.

In addition to the “Save a Life”
project, The Chornobyl Committee of
Washington compiles and dissemi-
nates information on Chornobyl-relat-
ed issues, assists in soliciting support
for victims of Chornoby! and their
families, and raises public awareness
about the long-term effects of a
Chornobyl-like nuclear catastrophe by
organizing public seminars and brief-
ings with guest lecturers from the
fields of medicine, ecology, mental
and public health and politics.

“Chornobyl: What the Children
Saw” was on display in the Rotunda
of the Russell Senate Office Building
on April 19-23. That exhibit was host-
ed by the U.S. Commission on
Security and Cooperation in Europe
(Helsinki Commission) and The
Chornobyl Committee of Washington.
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COMMENTARY: Chornobyl calls us to fight for the living

by Alexander B. Kuzma

As Ukraine prepares to commemorate the seventh
anniversary of the Chornobyl disaster this month, the
world was jolted by news of another major accident at a
Soviet-built nuclear facility, this time in Siberia. The
Western media has understated the impact of the acci-
dent by stressing that the city of Tomsk is located in a
remote, sparsely populated region. We should not let
ourselves be pacified by such assurances. Had the pre-
vailing winds been strong enough, and had they been
blowing east, the radiation from the atomic waste facili-
ty at Tomsk could have affected population centers in
Vladivostok or Alaska.

This most recent explosion underscores the extreme
dangers that Ukrainians and other nations face in deal-
ing with the Soviet Union’s legacy of crumbling nuclear
facilities. With three reactors in Chornobyl, and other
unsafe plants in Rivne, Zaporizhzhia, and Zhovti Vody,
Chornobyl demands the world’s attention as never
before.

For those involved in the U.S. reliefl effort, there is
nothing remote about Chornobyl’s aftermath. The disas-
ter is taking its toll — one child, one victim at a time.

Just weeks ago, Chornobyl struck particularly close
to home. After months of progress in her leukemia
treatments, a {3-year-old from Prypiat named Marianka
Romanych suffered a major relapse. Her doctors at
Yale-New Haven Hospital have told the youngster’s
host family that without a bone marrow transplant,
Marianka’s chances of survival will be slim to none.

It was two years ago that this shy, cherubic-faced girl
arrived from Kyyiv aboard the AN-225 Mriya, as part
of the fifth airlift sponsored by the Children of
Chornobyl Relief Fund. Her arrival at Bradley
International Airport galvanized the Ukrainian
American community in Connecticut, and led to one of
the most successful relief missions to the Chornobyl
region.

With media from throughout New England swarming
around her, Marijanka became an instant, but very reluc-
tant celebrity, clutching her white teddy bear and smil-
ing shyly for the cameras. Despite her poor condition at
the time, hopes were running high that the specialists at
Yale would succeed in combatting her discase and plac-
ing her in remission.

The news about Marianka’s relapse dealt a severe
blow to the New Haven community, which had been
supporting her. A committee is now mobilizing to raise
the thousands of dollars that may be needed to rescue
this child that everyone has grown so fond of. CCRF
chapters in other cities are scrambling to find compati-
ble donors for her.

The bitter reality of Chornobyl is that Marianka
Romanych is one of the luckier victims. Her life has
been prolonged by the excellent treatment she has
received in the West. Thanks to the generosity of
Bohdan and Maria Antonyshyn, and other members of
the New Haven community, she has lived comfortably
at a private home in Orange. Conn. Thousands of other
children in Ukraine and Belarus have been stricken with
cqually horrifying diseases without access to decent
medical care.

Leukemia, cancer and immunc deficiencies are ram-
pant in the wake of Chornobyl. While the International
Atomic Energy Agency and certain elements of the
nuclear establishment are still trying to downplay the
impact of this disaster, there is growing evidence that in
fact, Chornobyl was every bit as devastating, if not
more so, than experts had first predicted.

Last September, the World Health Organization
released an authoritative report that indicates the rate of
thyroid cancer among children living near Chornobyl is
80 times higher than normal. Normally, thyroid cancer
is extremely rare in children. Before Chornobyl,
Ukrainian doctors would ordinarily diagnose only one
or two cases per year in all of Ukraine. Last year, more
than 50 cases had been verified by the Kyyiv Institute
of Endocrinology and Metabolism. Another 10 cases
had been diagnosed in one Chernihiv hospital alone.
According to the Ukrainian Ministry of Health, other
forms of children’s cancer have tripled since 1986.
Stillbirths have doubled, and birth defects also are on
the rise. What we are witnessing is an ecological holo-
caust. And the holocaust is just beginning.

Based on the research carried out following the
bombing of Hiroshima and Nagasaki, radiation experts
believe that the peak number of cancers induced by
Chornobyl will not occur until the years 1996 through
2006. Even the Hiroshima data may not be adequate to
predict the long-term impact of Chornobyl, since the
destroyed reactor unleashed more than 20 times as

much radiation as the bombs dropped on Japan.

As bleak as this scenario may be, there is still time to
save thousands of children and adults who have not yet
developed the cancers and other diseases that will
appear once the latency period has passed. The question
remains: Does the diaspora have the vision, the will,
and the generosity of spirit to confront this disaster on
an appropriate scale?

Here in the West, our Ukrainian community has
spent a substantial amount of its limited resources on
building monuments to the past. I understand the impor-
tance of honoring the dead with panakhydy (requiems),
and celebrating historic victories, but given Ukraine’s
immediate medical and ecological crisis, it is far more
important to protect today’s children who are Ukraine’s
future. If we fail in this task, we will be failing in our
historic duty.

Early in this century, the American union organizer
Mother Jones delivered a powerful eulogy at the funeral
of Colorado miners. To the weeping mourners, she
cried, “It’s time to bury the dead, and fight like hell for
the living ! In the wake of Chornobyl, we too need to
learn how to “fight like hell for the living.”

Fighting for the living does not come cheap. The
ultrasounds, the neconatal incubators, and the cancer
medications that Ukraine needs so desperately cost
thousands of dollars, but for the despondent mothers
and children of Zhytomyr, Kyyiv, Rivne and Kharkiv,
these life-saving weapons are worth their weight in
gold. A single incubator, such as those purchased last
year with funds from Rochester, N.Y., and Whippany,
N.J., can save 20 or more newborns per year. s that
worth the $3,000 price tag? Of course it is!

Over the past three years, a very significant portion
of the Ukrainian community has given very generously
to the Chornobyl cause. Many of the most generous
donors have been senior citizens and people on limited
incomes. Thanks to this support, there are hundreds of
Ukrainian children who are alive today, who would
never have survived without medicines, surgical sup-
plies and diagnostic equipment shipped from the
United States. The Regional Pediatric Center of
Western Ukraine, the National Oncological Center in
Kyyiv and other hospitals equipped by Ukrainian
American reliel groups have become medical strong-
holds, where doctors are combatting, and in many cases,
overcoming some of Chornoby}’s worst health effects.

Even so, there is tremendous potential for increased
aid to Chornobyl that has not yet been tapped. U.S. gov-
ernment aid for Chornobyl relief, environmental clean-
up, and technical assistance for Ukrainian hospitals
should be part of our community’s lobbying agenda.
Some scctors of our medical community and other pro-
fessional groups have remained aloof to the humanitari-
an campaign. Some cynics have tried to justify their
penny-pinching by attacking the motives and integrity
of the relief groups involved.

For all the gossip and the innuendo, there is no ques-
tion that Chornobyl relief has been one of the smartest
charitable investments that the Ukrainian community
could ever have made.

Over the past three years, for instance, the CCRF has
raised under $2 million. Yet it has shipped over $32
million worth of aid to Ukraine. By leveraging large
discounts, and in-kind contributions from U.S. hospitals
and corporations, the CCRF has secured a better yield
on its donors’ dollars than even such charity giants as
Project Hope, which reported only a 10-to-1 ratio of
value shipped-to-income. This is an achievement of
which the entire Ukrainian community has reason to be
proud.

Instead, the documented successes of the CCRF, the
Ukrainian National Women’s League of America, and
other groups have sometimes stirred personal jealousies.
This has led to the splintering of Chornoby! relief.
Because our community’s resources are limited, we
cannot afford to fragment Chornobyl programs much
further. To maximize the impact of donors’ dollars, and
to leverage more of the discounts and in-kind donations
we have obtained, our community’s resources need to
be pooled as much as possible. Effective relief work
involves efficiencies of scale. The proliferation of too
many small-scale projects would likely confuse corpo-
rate donors, and discourage support at the grass-roots
level as well.

Lately, there have been complaints in the Ukrainian
community about “donor fatigue.” How long will we
have to support the Chornobyl victims? The long-term
health effects of Chornoby! will be felt for many
decades to come, and the Ukrainian government will

(Continued on page 14)

YRBPATHA
HOPHOBMITIS !
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“Ukraine without Chornobyls” is the message on
this card issued by the Green Party of Ukraine.

Folk concert
benefits CCRF

NORTHAMPTON, Mass. — On the eve of the
seventh anniversary of the world’s worst nuclear
accident, the rescue of Chornobyl’s children
became the inspiration for a folk concert in the
“Five-College Region” of western Massachusetts.
The April 18 concert at the historic Academy of
Music, near the campus of Smith College, drew
extensive press coverage throughout the
Connecticut River Valley.

Radio stations and newspapers from Hartford,
Conn., to Brattleboro, Vt., provided generous
coverage of the event, including a front-page fea-
ture in the Valley Advocate, the most widely read
paper in the region. The cover story carried a
large photograph of a Chornobyl child’s painting,
and a hcadline that read: “Notes from the
Forbidden Zone: An afternoon of music marks a
grim anniversary — the Chornobyl Disaster.”

The concert included an impressive linc-up of
musicians, including Minnesota recording artists
Peter Ostroushko and Dean Magraw, best known
for their appearances on the National Public
Radio program, “A Prairie Home Companion.”
Others included the husband-and-wife team of
David Serrette and Suzi Burke of Peterborough,
N.H., and popular vocalist Louise Taylor, a
native of Brattleboro.

This was the fourth annual New England folk
concert to benefit the Children of Chornobyl
Relief Fund (CCRF), and the second organized
by “Prodigal Sun Productions” led by Bohdan
and Karen Kukil of Easthampton.

Mr. Ostroushko has become a regular feature
in the New England CCRF Concert series. His
recordings on the “Red House” label and his two
concerts at the University of Hartford in 1991 and
1992 won rave reviews from local music critics,
and a loyal following among New England folk
fans.

Critic Rob Weir wrote in the Advocate that
Mr. Ostroushko’s participation in the series of
benefits was appropriate since his family comes
from Ukraine. “But,” added Mr. Weir, “I’d make
the trek to hear Ostroushko even if he were from
Alpha Centauri. Every time I hear a new
Ostroushko release I wonder how he’ll ever top
it.....Ostroushko’s fiddle and mandolin playing is
so brilliant technically that he is becoming the
standard by which others are measured, but it is
his genius for interpretation that makes his music
such a joy.”

(Continued on page 16)
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The Source for Ukrainian

Books - Music - Videos - Language tapes
Call us Today for your free copy of the
Yevshan Music & Book Catalog 1993

1-800-265-9858 (UsA & Canada)

Yevshan Corporation
Box 325, Beaconsfield, Quebec, Canada HOW 5T8

NOW OPEN!
EUROSLAVIC EMPORIUM

NOW YOU CAN GET YOUR FAVORITE ETHNIC FOODS
. WITHOUT THE TRAVEL.
WE OFFER KOBASA, KABANOS, BABKAS, PYROHY,
HOLUBTSI, VARIOUS SOUPS, FISH, BREADS AND
IMPORTED CANDIES AND COOKIES.
86 Ridgedale Avenue, Cedar Knolls, N.J.
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Recent studies...

(Continued from page 5)

over all there are few reports of discrimi-
nation against Russians. Using rather
vague terminology, the State Department
report says the Russian language is per-
mitted as a “language of official corre-
spondence alongside Ukrainian.”

According to the reports, religious
conflicts over church property amongst
the Ukrainian Greek Catholics and the
Ukrainian and Russian Orthodox, so
heated in 1990 and 1991, have cooled.
The government currently is working
through the various claims and has guar-
anteed it would subsidize new buildings
for those churches that are left without
places of worship. In some instances,
congregations of differing beliefs are
sharing places of worship.

However, conflict remains between
the three Orthodox Churches now in
Ukraine, an area where further trouble
could occur in the future

The Freedom House statistical surveys

A much more general study, but one
that graphically expresses where Ukraine
is position in the global spectrum of
countries, was published by Freedom
House in its monthly publication.

“Comparative Survey of Freedom,”
found in the organization’s February
1993 issue of Freedom Review, moni-
tored the progress of political rights and
civil liberties in 186 states. The organi-
zation quantified a checklist of charac-

teristics it identified as requirements to

fill conditions for optimum political
and/or civil freedom. The countries of
the world then were divided into three
categories. This year’s analysis of
Ukraine places it among the 73 “partly
free” nations of the world. The survey
also identified 75 “free” nations and 38
“not free.”

Characteristics were rated, totalled
and distributed across a range of one to
seven, one being the most free and seven
the least. The listings rate Ukraine’s

. track record on political rights and civil

liberties at a mean of 3.0, which places it
in the same league with Latvia, Turkey,

Taiwan, Venezuela and the Phillipines.
Ukraine is rated as having a slightly bet-
ter record than its northern neighbors,
Russia and Belarus, which come in at a
mean average of 3.5. Poland to the west
is given a 2.0 and placed in the “free”
category.

Freedom House defines political
rights of countries that received the top
mark by a checklist of nine categories
that included free and fair elections, the
right to organize in free political parties,
decentralization of power and the right
to self-determination. It explained, “a
system is genuinely free or democratic to
the extent that the people have a choice
in determining the nature of the system
and its leaders.”

It defines civil liberties vis a vis 13
categories, including open public and
free private discussion, freedom of
assembly, freedom from government
corruption, free businesses or coopera-
tives.

The report expresses the amount of
press freedom in a country by designat-
ing a plus (+) for most free press, a
minus (-) for least free and a (0) for part-
ly free. The Freedom House findings
place Ukraine as partly free on a par
with countries such as Kuwait, Oman
and Moldova. Curiously, Russia
received a mark twice that of Ukraine’s.
Russia’s higher mark for press freedoms,
however, still kept it within the category
identified as “partly free.”

Of the 177 countries represented, 34
percent were rated partly free, 38 percent
were designated most free and 28 per-
cent were least free.

All the major Western countries
appeared in the “most free” category and
were rated near the top in the three major
categories distinguished by Freedom
House.

* %k ok

A copy of the full text of the Helsinki
Commission report is available on
request, as is a Ukrainian-language
translation of the chapter on Ukraine.
Please write to: U.S. Helsinki
Commission, 237 Ford House Office
Building, Washington DC 20515, Att’n:
Orest Deychakiwsky.

Wilkes-Barre, Pa. District Committee
of the

Ukrainian National Association

announces that

ANNUAL DISTRICT COMMITTEE MEETING

will be held

Sunday, May 2, 1993 at 2:00 p.m.
Tim’s Cafe, 629 Freas Avenve, Berwick, Pa.

Obligated to attend the annual

ing as voting
del

bers are District C
B

Officers, Col Del

and two

from the following

29, 164, 169, 236, 282, 333

All UNA members are welcome as guests at the meeting.

AGENDA:

. Verification of quorum
. Election of presidium
of p

:
g annual

. Opening and acceptance of the Agenda

Add

Reports of District Committee Officers
Discussion on reports and their acceptance
. Election of District Committee Officers

T ALEXANDER G. BLAHITKA

by UNA Sup

1
2
3
4.
5.
6.
7
8.
9.
0,
1

. Adjournment

Adoption of District activities program for the current year
. Discussion and Resolutions

Meeiinlg will be attended by:

Alexander G. Blahitka, una supreme Treasurer
DISTRICT COMMITTEE:
Tymko Butrej, Chairman

Terena Butrej-Yohe, Secretary

Henry Bolosky, Treasurer
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Ukrainian physicist's...

(Continued from page 8)

should be the subject of governmental
commissions. It is likely that these com-
missions would have to call for a shut-
down of major industries (metallurgical
and chemical mainly), as well as large-
scale health education programs. It is
possible in this context that on biological
grounds (excluding psychological stress)
radioactivity plays the role of perturba-
tion only. Conclusions can only be
drawn, however, after a careful, detailed
study is performed in Ukraine.

This writer had a chance to speak with
members o the Ukrainian delegation to
the Ric d2 Janeiro Ecology World
Summit in June 1992, in particular with
Volodymyr Yavorivsky and Yuriy
Kostenko. | urged them to publish statis-
tical health data for all provinces so that
one could draw conclusions about the
effects of the Chornobyl disaster. It turns
out that for the Zhytomyr region a large-
scale registar exists. it was hinted, how-
ever, that this information was consid-
ered of financial value. There was appar-
ent frustration that nobody wanted to
believe the data, but also the view that
the information should be sold to raise
money for relief operations. Who can
afford to pay for such information?
Apparently the Government was then
trying to negotiate some deal with
Electricite de France, which represents
one of the most powerful nuclear lobbies
in the world. So it seems doubtful that
we will ever see these data and be able
to argue on a scientific basis. This makes
me wonder why we in the diaspora
should put in our spare time and study
Chornobyl-related matters if our govern-
ment is not playing with open cards.

Mr. Chemousenko’s book is very wel-
come, even if its tone is at times polemi-
cal, and the facts are not documented as
well as one would wish. Mr.
Chernousenko is not a Ukrainian nation-
alist complaining about Russians or
Communis's — in fact, he refers (o the
Soviet people and at times even to a
Soviet nation. Some health safety experts
will call him paranoid about radiation
with his views on the 35-rem lifetime
dose limit and the need for evacuation of
large areas.

Howzver, it is clear that one of his
major poin:s is correct: the lives of thou-
sands of liquidators were sacrified in
order to resume power production at
Chornobyl and this was a futile effort, as
the remainng units, under pressure from
the German and other governments, now
are being saut down.

1 recommend this book to any reader
with a scientific background. Local
libraries should be encouraged to have it
on their shelves. The non-scientific read-
er will benefit from the ecyewitness
accounts and numerous photographs.

Marko Horbatsch is an associate
professor of physics at York University,
who has expertise in ionization of atoms
by charged particle and radiation
impact. Since early 1991 he has chaired
the Chornobyl Commission (Education
and Research) of the World Congress of
Free Ukrainians. He may be contacted
at York University, Faculty of Pure and
Applied Science, Department of Physics,
4700 Keeie Street, North York, Ontario
M3J 1P3.
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SUMMER 1993 AT SOYUZIVKA

Come spend your summer with us and enjoy...

Standard & Deluxe Accommodations

Fine Ukrainian & American Cuisine

Ukrainian Entertainment, Ukrainian Gift Shop

Olympic Size Swimming Pool, Tennis & Volleyball Courts, Children’s Playground
Soyuzivka's Famous Hutzul Night, Steak Night & Sing — A — Long Night
Spectacular View of the Catskills, Hiking Trails, Horseback Riding Nearby

And More...

CAREFREE DAYS...
UKRAINIAN NIGHTS...
NOWHERE ELSE IN THE WORLD...

SOYUZIVKA

UNA Estate
Foordmore Rd.
Kerhonkson, NY 12446
(914) 626-5641

FAX (914) 626-2938

Groups Welcome. Please call for information.
UNA Members enjoy a 10% discount.
Ask about our discounted dates.

U.S. SAVINGS
BONDS

Buy them where you
bank or work.

| World Famous
UKRAINIAN SHUMKA DANCERS

DUE TO POPULAR DEMAND
We've EXTENDED our SDECIAL,
so unfil further notice, you can get the
AWARD WINNING dance video of SHUMKA's
historic Concert Tour to Ukraine, at a
40% reduced price of $24.95. wsn) ($29.95 con)
{Plus Shipping & Handling) (Reg.$39.85)

Experience the excitement of their spell binding show, which drew
standing ovations from sold out audiences at the most prestigious
theatres in Ukraine, and captured the attention of Virsky and the Kiev
Ballet. RETURN OF THE WHIRLWIND presents three origina! dance
stories as welf as meeting the dancers back stage and meeting the
audiences in Ukraine, undergoing profound transitions. :

“SHUMKA a NATIONAL TREASURE™ Toronto Star, 1991

“(SHUMKA)...one of the most exciting and technically brilliant dance troupes in
Canada today.” Frank Augustyn, National Ballet of Canada

“..well crafted, emotional and balanced,...it brought a tear to my eye.”
Alan Kellogg, Arts & Entertainment, Edmonton Journal

“| saw the video - it's fantastic! You people did an excellent job! It is the best video I've ever seen.” 0ina Rudakevych, Pennsylvania

“You captured the energy, color and emotion of the Shumka Dancers tour and blended the backstage and performance elements with
great skill. 1t is a fine production.” Roman Melnyk, Director of Network Television, GBC, Toronto

“We saw the program on T.V. and enjoyed it S0 much, we would like to buy one.” Mary Herbawy, New York

“| saw your fitm and it was wonderful, it brought back memories of Ukraine .” ivan twachiw, Colorado

“It's of such a high quality, that it's a pleasure to show it off to ail walks of life.” mr. and Mrs. . Tkachenko, Niagara Falls, Ontario

“I thoroughly enjoyed the performance. | especially sensed the courage, spirit and skills of the performances and in the making of the
performances.” Barry Marchand, Winnipeg, Manitoba

“Your organizational effort in its production and resultant release for distribution to the Ukrainian public merits the highest of praise.”
trene and Stephen Zdan, Northville, Michigan

To order call TOLL FREE (24 hours, USA or Canada)

1-800-661-1674

VISA, MASTERCARD or AMERICAN EXPRESS accepted.

Hurry offer ends soon and quantities are limited!
(VHS- In Stereo/Music digitally recorded/Color/58 minutes) © Sulyma Productions Inc. All Rights Reserved
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The shaping...

(Continued from page 2)

nuclear states, leading to the “gradual
and complete elimination” of the re-
public’s nuclear arsenal.

Mr. Chornovil also argued that the
existence of nuclear arms in Ukraine
and the republic’s desire to become a
non-nuclear state would serve as “good
incentives™ for resolving the prob-
lems connected with the creation of a

* Ukrainian national army (without
nuclear arms) and for securing inter-
national recognition of Ukraine’s in-
dependence.2*

On September 12 Radio Kyyiv pre-
sented a range of views about nuclear
weapons from Ukraine’s lawmakers
and those involved in the formulation ot
Ukraine’s foreign policy. According to
the chairman of the parliamentary
Committee on Foreign Affairs, Dmy-
tro Pavlychko, Ukraine did not need the
nuclear weapons and the main problem
was how to get rid of them. There were
only two real options: either to place
them under Russia’s control, or to
destroy them on site with interna-
tional assistance. He was against the
transfer of nuclear arms from one state
to another and favored the second
option, which he thought would win
through.

The leader of the former Communist
parliamentary majority (the Com-
munist Party of Ukraine had been
banned on August 30, 1991), Oleksander

» LAYOUT » DESIGN « PACKAGING * DISPLAYS
* 3 DIMENSIONAL DISPLAYS * ADVERTISING
» CATALOGUES ¢+ INVITATIONS  LABELS * LOGOS

Computer Graphic Design Typography & Ilustration

/)
“ Sviatoslav Kruchowy ¢ 45 Cellar Avenue, New Hyde Park, NY 11040-2014

Moroz. stressed, however, that U-
kraine’s becoming a non-nuclear state
was a long-term goal and that for the
time being it would be “normal” for the
nuclear weapons to remain on Ukrai-
nian territory. especially if some sort of
arrangement could be worked out
between the new Ukrainian Ministry of
Defense and a joint command of the
former Soviet Strategic Forces. Mr.
Moroz also alluded to the fact that there
were arrangements within NATO for
“dual key™ control over some nuclear
arms.

The democrat and head of the par-
liamentary Committee on Economic
Reform, Volodymyr Pylypchuk. did
not think that “transferring the nu-
clear weapons to Russian territory” was
“the best way of solving the problem.”
He pointed to the costs and technical
difficulties that this would involve and
proposed instead that the future of the
weapons be decided on the basis of a
special Ukrainian-Russian agreement.
The head of the Chornobyl environ-
mental association. Voledymyr Shov-
koshytny, also came out against hand-
ing the nuclear weapons to Russia,
arguing instead for an interim joint
Ukrainian-Russian strategic defense
force.

Among the strong advocates of a non-
nuclear Ukraine were the Ukraiman
foreign minister, Anatoliy Zlenko, and
Prof. Volodymyr Vasylenko, a specia-
list on international law at Kyyiv
University and a policy adviser. The
latter argued that Ukraine should get
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rid of its nuclear weapons, not only
because it wanted to avoid “another
Chornobyl,” but also for geopolitical
reasons. “We want to create a belt of
non-nuclear states.” he explained. “that
would separate the West and the East
and that would be a guarantee of
stability in Europe.” Specifically, he
proposed that Ukraine promptly re-
move the mobile tactical nuclear arms
from its territory and that the dis-
mantling of the ICBMs be carried out in
the context of the implementation of the
provisions of the U.S.-Soviet START |
treaty. He also emphasized that U-
kraine should play a direct and active
role in the international nuclear dis-
armament process.

Prof. Vasylenko, who along with Mr.
Holovaty had been one of the leading
legal advisers to Rukh when it was
drawing up its program, was subse-
quently identified by the Financial Times
as “‘the architect™ of Ukraine’s de-
cision to renounce nuclear weapons. He
told the newspaper that the argument he
had successfully used to persuade
Ukainian politicians to stick to this
position was as follows: “You cannot
have a nuclear force that is not tied to
the Russian nuclear force, because of
technology and control systems. By
being a nuclear power we would not
have full independence.™?s

Interestingly, as the debate was
unfolding, Radio Kyyiv broadcast a
brief interview with the deputy head of
the Lviv Regional Executive Com-
mittee, Mikhailo Kosiv. He seemed to
confirm Mr. Chornovil’s claim that the
Soviet military had started removing, or
had attempted to remove nuclear wea-
pons from Ukraine.?6 Mr. Kosiv ex-
plained rather cryptically: “There were
attempts to dismantle nuclear facili-
ties, including [those] in the Carpathian
Military District, and we stopped all
these attempts. All military technical
equipment remains in place, including
nuclear weapons.” He went on to point
out that the dismantling of stationary
nuclear missiles and their transfer to
new sites was “such a complex and
expensive process, that neither Ukraine,
nor Russia, nor Kazakhstan are in a
position to take this on at present.”

The huge cost and immense technical
difficulties connected with removing the
stationary long-range missiles from
Ukraine to Russia was also stressed by
Russian officials. Russian Deputy
Foreign Minister Andrei Fedorov told
the Royal Institute of International
Affairs in London on September 26 that
“the preliminary estimates showed
moving the silo-based missiles” from
Ukraine and Kazakhstan “could cost $20
billion.” It would be much cheaper to
“destroy the silos,” he said, “and the
process of moving them is dangerous.”
He also suggested that “the missiles in
Ukraine could be made the object of
specitic negotiations with the United
States.”

Mr. Fedorov informed his British
hosts that both Ukraine and Kazakh-
stan were having second thoughtsabout
transterring nuclear weapons to Kus-
sia. “The situation is changing,” he said.
“Previously, they said ‘Come and take
them.’ Now they say ‘Let us think what
to do with these missiles.” ™27

The change in mood was also re-
ported by the correspondent for The
Guardian in Kyyiv. He wrote that the
retuctance to hand over nuclear wea-
pons was evident “on all sides of the
spectrum, from former Communists to
radicals.” The deputy chairman of the
Ukrainian Supreme Council, Ivan
Pliushch, told him: “We’re categorical-
ly against dismanting nuclear war-
heads... Where will they go? To Russia?
Why should they?” What Ukraine
wanted, he said, was for the existing
Soviet command and control structure

to be replaced by an interrepublican
collective nuclear security body.

The general feeling was summed up
by a deputy leader of the parliament-
ary opposition, Volodymyr Filenko:
“Most MPs think we cannot just give
weapons to Russia. It would upset the
balance of power between Russia and
Ukraine. We're afraid of Russia, if you
like. We're fighting for independence
from Russia. We cannot say there’s
a nuclear threat, but they did recently
raise territorial claims.™

Official position crystallizes

Meanwhile, Mr. Kravchuk had em-
barked on an important trip to North
America and France designed to win
international recognition and support
for Ukraine. This inevitably neces-
sitated clarifying Ukraine’s position on
nuclear weapons.

Seeking to dispel Western fears about
Ukraine’s intentions, Mr. Kravchuk
told reporters in Ottawa on September
23 that Ukraine’s aim was to achieve the
status of a non-nuclear state and that it
would be “solving this problem within
the framework of existing agree-
ments.” He said Ukraine was ready “to
join the Nuclear Non-Proliferation
Treaty and ready to participate in any
negotiations concerning the reduction
and elimination of nuclear weapons.”
He also accused the Soviet leadership of
whipping up “propaganda” about the
nuclear arms in Ukraine to scare the
international community into with-
holding diplomatic recognition of his
country.?®

Addressing the United Nations Ge-
neral Assembly on September 30, Mr.
Kravchuk reiterated Ukraine’s com-
mitment to the three-non-nuclear prin-
ciples and-its wish “to become directly
involved in the disarmament negoti-
ating process.”

Outlining the official Ukrainian
position, he affirmed that “certain
nuclear weapons systems are presently
deployed on Ukrainian territory. Our
policy in this respect is that these
nuclear weapons are only temporarily
stationed in Ukraine. Elimination of
them together with the components of
their deployment is just a matter of
time... The International Atomic En-
ergy Agency Secretariat has been in-
formed of our consent to place all
nuclear facilities on Ukrainian territory
under the agency’s control. Ukraine
does not seek to possess any nuclear
weapons. It intends to join the Nuclear
Non-Proliferation Treaty as a non-
nuclear state.”?

During his trip, Mr. Kravchuk met
with U.S. President Bush, French
President Francois Mitterrand and
Canadian Prime Minister Brian Mul-
roney, and the issue of the nuclear
weapons was an important topic in his
talks with them. He told a press con-
ference in Paris on October 3 that both
Presidents Bush and Mitterrand had
seemed sympathetic to the Ukrainian

(Continued on page 13)

2 Molod Ukrainy, Scptember 12, 1991,

%5 John Lloyd and Chrystia Freeland, “A
Painiul Birth,” Financial Times, February
25, 1992. In the second half of 1992 Vasy-
lenko was appointed Ukraine’s ambassador
to the Benelux countries and representative
to the European Community and NATO
institutions.

26 Radio Kyyiv, September 18, 1991; see
also Maass, “Ukrainian Leader Wants. ...”

27 Reuters, September 26, 1991,

28 Jonathan Steele, “Ukraine Will Retain
Its Nuclear Arms,” The Guardian, Sep-
tember 30, 1991.

2 Reuters, September 23, 1991.

3¢ The speech was published in The
Ukrainian Weekly.”October 6.-1991. .
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The shaping...

(Continued from page 12)

position, the latter having told him that
it was “logical.”!

On his return to Kyyiv, Mr. Krav-
chuk appeared to speak with new
confidence and forthrightness. He told
a news conference on October 4: “We
are against the transfer of nuclear
weapons from one republic to another.
The status quo has to be maintained.
We cannot agree to one republic’s
*aking over all the nuclear weapons. We
cannot disregard our own security
interests.”?

Mr. Kravchuk went on to say that
Ukraine wanted a dual key system of
control over the nuclear arms on its
territory so that there would be a unified
command structure in which Ukraine
participated and which provided a
mechanism for a veto by Kyyiv overany
use. Stressing Ukraine’s backing for the
START 1 treaty, he added, however,
that Ukraine would demand a seat at all
future negotiations on nuclear disar-
mament.33

During the next few weeks the tension
between Kyyiv and Moscow rose again.
As Ukraine asserted its independence
by demonstrating a lack of interest in
any new union treaty, failing to signan
economic treaty promoted by Gorba-
chev, and moving ahead with the crea-
tion of a national army, various Soviet
political and military leaders became
strongly critical of Ukraine’s actions.
Matters were not helped when Mo-
skovskie Novosti published a sensational
report claiming that Mr. Yeltsin had dis-
cussed with his military advisers the
possibility of .a pre-emptive nuclear
strike against Ukraine. The Russian
president’s rather clumsy response that
the idea had been dismissed as tech-
nically not feasible was hardly reas-
suring.3

Official Kyyiv was especially irri-
tated when TASS issued what The
Times described as “heavily distorted”
reports about the debate in the Ukrai-
nian Parliament on the creation of
republican armed forces, suggesting
that Ukraine had voted to “national-
ize” the strategic nuclear missile force
on the territory.3® These “erroneous
reports,” as Reuters called them, that
Ukraine ‘“‘was taking over nuclear
arsenals on its soil stirred alarm in the
West. ™36

The deputy chairman of the Ukrai-
nian Supreme Council, Volodymyr
Hryniov, and other leading Ukrai-
nian figures accused TASS of “dis-
information.” “We are being depicted as
a state that wants to blackmail the
world,” he declared. “These allega-
tions are groundless.”™’ But the dam-
age to Ukraine’s reputation was such
hat on October 24 the Ukrainian
Parliament felt compelled to address
Western concerns by adopting a state-
ment reaffirming Ukraine’s non-nuclear
status.

The document set down for the
record the various points that Mr.
Kravchuk had made during the last
month. It maintained that:

® (1) the presence of nuclear weap-
ons “of the former USSR” on Ukrai-
nian territory was temporary;

® (2) that these weapons were cur-
rently under the control of “the ap-
propriate structures of the former
USSR” but that Ukraine insisted “on
the right to exercise its control over the
nonuse of nuclear weapons on its
territory™ ’

@ (3) that Ukraine would pursue a
policy aimed at the total destruction of
these weapons in “the shortest possible
time... as legal and organizational

capability-and environmental conside-.

rations permitted” and that a broad
program of conversion would be de-
veloped;

® (4) that Ukraine, as “one of the legal
successors of the former USSR, ”would
abide by those provisions of the U.S.-
Soviet START ] treaty that pertained to
the nuclear arms stationed on Ukrai-
nian territory and that it was prepared
to start talks with Belarus, Kazakhstan
and Russia about the destruction of the
weapons covered by the START 1
agreement;

® (5) that Ukraine would take mea-
sures to destroy all other nuclear arms
located on its territory and was ready to
discuss this with interested parties,
including through international “dis-
armament mechanisms”;

® (6) that Ukraine would take the
necessary measures to ensure the “phy-
sical safety of nuclear weapons on its
territory” until they were destroyed; and

® (7) that Ukraine intended to join the
Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty and
to reach an “appropriate agreement with
the IAEA about guarantees,”®

The official Ukrainian position as
declared by the republic’s Parliament
amounted to a commitment to the
eventual elimination of the nuclear
weapons on Ukraine’s territory and to
an insistence on the republic’s right to a
direct say in any use of them before they
were destroyed and in how they should
be liquidated. The message was clear
enough: however eager the Ukrainians
were to secure international recog-
nition of their new independence, the
Ukrainian Parliament was not going to
be forced by Russian and Western
pressure simply to hand over the nu-
clear weapons on its territory to Russia.

Kyyiv also did not want the question
of the Soviet nuclear weapons on ts soil
to remain simply a bilateral problem
between Ukraine and Russia; instead, it
sought to “internationalize” the issue
not only out of concern for its security
but also, it seems, to underscore that the
old power relationship that has ex-
isted between Moscow and Kyyiv had
been supplanted by a radically differ-
ent one based on a mutual recogni-
tion of the independence and equal-
ity of the two states. Ukrainian Foreign
Ministry official Andriy Veselovsky
explained that Ukraine “still aspires to
be a ‘non-nuclear state” but that this
could only happen “after a process of
negotiations with all nuclear powers.™
Ukraine’s official representative in
Moscow, Volodymyr Kryzhanivsky,
put it even more strongly: “Ukraine
wants to be a nuclear-free zone but
understands that this is a long process
and can take a long time.”

3 See Sophie Shihab, “Ukrainian President
Kravchuk Wants to Participate in Meetings
on Nuclear Disarmament,” LeMonde,
October 4, 1991.

i3 Radio Kyyiv, November 5, 1991.

133 Reuters, October 4, 1991; and Michael
Parks, “Ukraine’s Leader Demands to Be
Part of Disarmament Talks,” Los Angeles
Times, October 5, 1991.

134 Stepan Kiselev, “From Foam on the
Lips of an Angel.” Moskovskie Novosti,No.
42, 1991; Vitaliy Portnikov, “Yeltsin Dis-
cussed with Military the Possibility of a
Nuclear Strike against Ukraine,” Neza-
wfrs'fmaya Gazeta, October 24, 1991; and
J?hn Lloyd and Chrystia Freeland, “U-
kraine Accuses Yeltsin of Nuclear Strike
Threat,” Financial Times, October 25, 1991.

135 Robert Seely, “Ukraine Denies Plan to
‘Nationalize’ Missiles,” The Times, October
24, 1991.

i36 Reuters, October 24, 1991.

37 Seely, “ Ukraine Denies Plan. ...

38 Radio Kyyiv, October 25, 1991; ana
Silski Visti, October 26, 1991.
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Turning the pages...

(Continued from page 6)

with all my personal defense gear. It was a Sunday. A car came, | quickly got ready,
arrived at headquarters and there found out what had happened.

I received the order-to fly to the town of Prypiat. When [ flew past the power sta-
tion, 1 involuntarily went to one side and saw the whole picture. Those places were
famitiar o me. 1 often flew- there. We switched the. helicopter”s on-board dosimeter
and ‘straight away. as we approached the nuclear power station, we noticed that the
radiation levels were rising. I saw the ventilation chimney, the ruined: fourth power
block. There was smoke, and in the middle you could see flames;.in the ruins of the
reactor. The smoke was grey...

“They were loading sacks {of sand, clay, boron, eic.] near the river station and tak-
ing them straight to the central square. From there, helicopters went straight to the
reactor. At first, they didn’t hang the sacks outside, but put them inside the heli-
copter. On the approach to the reactor, they opened the doors and simply shoved the
sacks out... ’

“The fact that radiation has neither taste nor color nor smell at first dulled our sense
of danger. No one paid any attention, either to the dust, or to anything. We worked
as much as we could. There were gas masks, but, you see, the soldiers, when they
were loading the sacks, they pushed the gas masks up onto their forcheads, so they
were like eyeglasses, and they worked...

“On 27 April our helicopters threw out sacks until darkness fell. At the
Government Commission they reported that they threw out — [ can’t remember just
now — I think it was a little over eighty sacks. The chairman of the commission,
Borys Shcherbyna, said that this was nothing, a drop in the ocean. it was very little,

they needed tons...”

Officer’'s memoir...

(Continued from page 6)

Ukrainian version, is translated by
Andrij Wynnyckyj.

*

It is appropriate to mention an author-

"itative historical document, recently

declassified and published in Canada.
The book “Anglo-American
Perspectives on the Ukrainian Question
1938-1951,” by Lubomyr Y. Luciuk and
Bohdan S. Kordan, contains a document
that represents the exchange of informa-
tion between the British and Canadian
governments concerning the role of the
Division in World War II. The first para-
graph of the official diplomatic
exchanges reads as follows:

“With reference to your letter
No.AR408/7 of the 21st August 1950
regarding Ukrainian refugees now in the

United Kingdom who formerly served in
the German armed forces, I am directed
by Mr. Secretary Bevin to inform you
that while in Italy these men were
screened by Soviet and British missions
and that neither then nor subsequently
has any evidence been brought to light
which would suggest that any of them
fought against the Western Allies or
engaged in any crimes against humanity.
Their behavior since they came to this
country has been good and they have
never indicated in any way that they arc
infected with any trace of the Nazi ideol-
ogy.”

1t is unfortunate that this document
did not surface earlier, because it would
have countered Soviet lies and mini-
mized the damage done to the reputation
of the Galicia Division. However, the
truth will prevail, and these men can
state unequivocally and with a clear con-
science that they fought with honor for
the Ukrainian cause and against the great
evil of communism.

Call your travel agent or:
B a kan ONE-WAYs AVAILABLE
HOLIDAYS Same rates to Moscow-
41E. 42nd St., #508, New York, NY 10017 and from Kyyiv (Kiev)
Fax: (212) 573-5538 o Tek: (212) 5735530 Tickets issued in NYC

Chornobyl...

(Continued from page 9)

not be in a position (o meet the nation’s
medical needs. I have not heard the
African American community asking
how long it will have to support the
human rights struggle in South Africa.
Nor have 1 heard Jewish Americans
complain that they are supporting the
State of Israel more than 40 years after
independence was achieved.

For Ukrainian Americans who care
about the land of their forefathers, there
are many worthy causes, and not enough
funds to support them all. No cause
could be more important, however. than
the campaign to reduce child mortality in
Ukraine and to rebuild the nation’s crip-
pled medical infrastructure. Even from a
purely political point of view, the
Chornobyl campaign can help win sym-
pathy and improve Ukraine’s image at a
time when the Kravchuk government is
being attacked for its refusal to ship the
remainder of its nuclear weapons to
Russia.

Chornobyl airlifts have brought more
favorable news coverage for Ukraine
and the Ukrainian American community
than any other single project I can think
of. Extensive, high-visibility reports in
The New York Times, USA Today, CBS
- TV's “Inside Edition,” the Boston
Globe, and other national news media

should convince us. that this is a cam-
paign worth pursuing and expanding.

Chornobyl is not simply a parochial
concern for the residents of Ukraine and
Belarus. It is a global tragedy that should
be a unifying force, not only within the
Ukrainian diaspora, but for Americans of
all ethnic extractions and religious per-
suasions. Although it is slow, painstak-
ing work, Chornobyl groups such as
Oregon’s Northwest Medical Mission
and the CCRF have feorged important
alliances -and coalitions with environ
mental groups, Protestant churches, stu-
dent clubs, and civic organizations such
as Rotary and the Kiwanis. Purely politi-
cal projects simply cannot draw the same
level of interest or support from non-
Ukrainian sources.

Currently, the CCRF is working to
raise $100,000 for an emergency ship-
ment of medicines to Ukraine. The cost
of a boune marrow transplant for
Marianka Romanych could run as high
as $200,000. These are huge sums of
money to raise in a short period of time.
Yet our community has raised as much
for other causes, and a child’s life is
surely worth more than brick and stone
and mortar.

The writer is project coordinator for
the Children of Chorrobyl Relief Fund.
The views expressed in this commentary
are his own, and are not necessarily
shared by the CCRF or any other orga-
nization.
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Ukrainian crossword

by Tamara Stadnychenko

. i
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V Variant
ACROSS

1. Third son of Yaroslav the Wise.

4. Phonetic spelling of last name of
Ukrainian-Brazilian writer Vira.

9. Zirka who organized and directs the
UNA’s Teaching English in Ukraine
program.

10. New Canadian satirical publication.

12. Warned. ,

14. Abominable snowman.

16. Radio Free Europe partner.

17. First of Caesar’s famous words.

19. Initials of 43 Across.

23, Irritate.

24, Travel document.

25. Loch ---- monster.

26. --- doo.

27. Swedish car.

28. Silicone ------ .

30. Writing liquid.

32. Philadelphia-based dance ensemble.

33. Askold or Dyr.

34, Adam’s partner.

36. Contemporary Ukrainian pianist.

40. Vice-president elected November
1992,

41. Contemporary Ukrainian rock star.

42. Central Rada member who wrote
“Memories of a Pug-Nosed
Mephistopheles.”

43. Norsemen.
44. Ukrainian spring.
45. Austrian capital.

DOWN

---- Voce.

Volcano.

Tree.

Spock’s planet.

Ukrainian nativity scene.
Gesture of agreement.

Zhovti ----.

Ice cream flavor.

9. Canal city.

11. Footnote word.

13. --- Populi.

15. UNA’s children’s magazine.

18. Second of Caesar’s famous words.
19. Not compulsory (abbr.)

20. French writer.

21. Vine.

22. Too.

23. Brought Christianity to Ukraine.
26. Artist Vincent.

29. Partner of that.

31. Bilozir’s group.

35. Zoloti ------.

37. Member of OSBM.

38. Japanese money.

39. Third of Ceasar’s famous words.
42. Compete.

RN H W~

Newsbriefs...

(Continued from page 2)

that the Security Council will be able to
ensure the safety of the Ukrainian battal-
ion participating in the U.N. peacekeep-
ing operation. (Respublika)

Ukraine ready to ratify START

* KYYIV — Ukraine now looks ready
to ratify the START I treaty even
though uncertainty lingers over how to
best deal with the nuclear weapons left
on its territory after the breakup of the
Soviet Union, reported Reuters on April
16. President Leonid Kravchuk, in an
interview, said he expected parliament to
begin discussing the treaty on April 21
or 22. “It will be ratified, I have no
doubt at all,” Mr. Kravchuk predicted.
Prime Minister Leonid Kuchma echoed
the president’s optimism and told
Reuters, “1 am sure that the Parliament
of Ukraine will ratify this treaty.”

Officials said that closed committee
hearings were basically complete and
parliament’s presidium would decide on
Monday whether to put the treaty on
next week’s agenda. It is not yet clear if
parliament will simultaneously ratify the
so-called Lisbon Protocol signed a year
ago, which commits Ukraine to giving
up all its nuclear weapons in Ukraine
and to joining the nuclear Non-
Proliferation Treaty.

Rukh responds to Civic Forum move

¢ ODESSA — The local Rukh organi-
zation has responded sharply to demands
for official status for the Russian lan-
guage in this city. Radio Ukraine report-
ed on April 19 that Rukh issued a state-
ment that the Civic Forum is attempting
to destabilize the situation in Ukraine.
Specifically, the pro-Russian-language
group has adopted a resolution “On the
Language Situation in the City” and
called for a referendum on the language
issue in Odessa. (RFE/RL Daily Report
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Monday, April 26

NEW YORK: The Shevchenko
Scientific Society invites the public to a
lecture by Dr. Mykhailo Stepko, admin-
istrative director for institutions of higher
learning at Ukraine’s Ministry of
Education, who will speak on the topic
“The Current Status and the Problems of
Higher Education in Ukraine  and the
Introduction and Use of the Ukrainian
Language,” to be held at the society’s
building, 63 Fourth Ave., at 6:30 p.m.
Also taking part in the discussion will be
Dr. Gennadi Kiymenko, Ministry of
Education; Prof. Alim Ryzhkov,
University of Kharkiv; and Dr. Oleksandr
Liashko, Kharkiv Aviation Institute.

Friday, April 30

NEW YORK: The Ukrainian Institute of
America invites the public to an address
by Ihor Yukhnovsky. academician and
member of Ukraine’s Parliament, who
will speak on “The Role of the Military-
Industrial Complex in Ukraine Today—
Disarmament and Privatization,” to be
held at the institute, 2 East 79th St., at 7
p.m

NEW YORK: The Ukrainian Art and
Literary Club and the Ukrainian Artists’
Association arc holding an evening featur-
ing ethnographer Lidia Orel of Kyyiv who
will speak on “Problems in Contemporary
Ukrainian Folk Art,” to be held at 136
Second Ave., second floor, at 7 p.m.

Saturday, May 1

NEW YORK: The Shevchenko
Scientific Society invites the public to a
lecture by Volodymyr Bandera, professor
of economics, Temple University. who
will speak on the topic “The International
Aspect of Ukraine’s Economy.” and
Volodymyr Ulianov, assistant director of
the Management Institute in Lviv and
Fullbright scholar, Temple University,
who will speak on “The Training of
Managers in Ukraine,” to be held at the

PREVIEW OF EVENTS

society’s building, 63 Fourth Ave., at 5
p.m.

YONKERS, N.Y.: St. Michael’s
Ukrainian Catholic Church wilt hoid a
Las Vegas Night fund-raiser at the
Ukrainian Youth Center, 301 Palisade
Ave., at 6 p.m. to benefit St. Michael’s
Ukrainian Medical Relief Fund.
Admission: $5, includes buffet and one
free beverage.

Sunday, May 2

NEW HAVEN, Conn.: The Ukrainian
Heritage Center is planning to exhibit
Ukrainian items in the arts and crafts fair
sponsored by The Arts Council of Greater
New Haven to be held at Lenney Plaza,
Audubon Street, 9 a.m.-9 p.m. Ukrainian
craftsmen and artists are asked to contact
Wasyll Gina, (203) 776-7232, with the
aim of organizing an art exhibit as part of
the participation in the fair.

CHICAGO: The Ukrainian Institute of
Modern Art presents a concert by the

Leontovych String Quartet and pianist
Mykola Suk in a program of works by

Haydn, Leontovych-Hrabovsky and

Dvorak 1o be held at the institute, 2320 W.

Chicago Ave., at 2 p.m. For further

information, call (312) 227-5522.

Thursday, May 6

MONTREAL: The Ukrainian Canadian
Professional and Business Association of
Montreal invites the public to a talk, illus-
trated with slides. by Oksana Yonan
Pawiykowych of Minnesota who will be
speaking on “Chornobyl—Seven Years
Later.” The presentation will be held at
McGill University, Leacock Building,
Room 232, at 7:30 p.m.  Ms. Yonan
Pawlykowych has recently returned from
her latest fact-finding visit to Ukraine.
For further information, call Zorianna
Hrycenko. (514) 481-5871.

Friday, May 7

TRENTON, N.J.: Ukrainian American
Veterans Post 25 will participate in a cere-
mony for  Vietnam Veterans
Remembrance Day with the Mercer
County Veterans Council at the County
Administration building, 640 S. Broad St.,
at 11 a.m. The public is invited. For
more information, call George Miziuk
,(609) 394-4824.

Saturday, May 8

NEW YORK: Violinist Oleh Krysa will
hold a master class at the Ukrainian
Institute of America, 2 E. 79th St., 11
a.m.-1 p.m., as part of the “ Music at the
Institute * series. Free admission.

Washington, D.C.: The Washington
Wave invites the public to a wine-tasting
evening to benefit students in Ukraine.
The clegant affair will be held at 1827
Riggs Place NW #2, starting at 8 p.m.
Tickets: $15 per person. RSVP by May 3
by calling (202) 986-3225 or (202) 986-
5936.

WEST WINDSOR, N.J.: Ukrainian
American Veterans Post 25 will take part
in a ceremony for Vietnam Veterans
Remembrance Day with the Vietnam
Veterans United, at the Vietnam
Monument in Mercer County Park, Oid
Trenton Road, at 10:30 a.m. The public is
welcome. For additional information,
calt John Tymash, (609) 499-3339.

Wednesday, May 19

EVANSTON, IlL.:  Violinist Oleh Krysa
will appear in concert with violinist Victor
Yampolsky, founder of the Storioni
Ensemble of the Northwestern University
School of Music, in a program of works
by Vivaldi, concerto for Two Violins, in
D major; Schaittke, Sonata for Violin and

- Festival, sponsored by St. George

Strings; Stravinsky, Concerto in D; and
Beethoven, Grosse Fuge, Op. 133.  The
concert will be held at Pick-Staiger
Concert Hall, 1977 S. Campus Drive, at
7:30 p.m. Tickets: $12, general public;
$9, NU faculty/staff, students, and seniors.

Friday, May 21 - Sunday, May 23
NEW YORK: The 17th Ukrainian Street

Ukrainian Catholic Church, marking
three days of celebration by the Ukrainian
community of New York, will be held on
East Seventh Street, between Second and
Third avenues, with the official opening
on Friday, May 21, at 6 p.m. Featured
will be the Dumka chorus, which will
perform on Sunday, May 23, at St.
George’s Church at 2 p.m. Taking part in
the festival will be Ukrainian singers and
dance ensembles. There also will be
numerous booths with  Ukrainian arts and
crafts as well as Ukrainian food for sale.
Festival hours: Friday, May 21, 4-11
p.m.; Saturday, May 22, 11 am.-11 p.m.;
Sunday, May 23,1-10 p.m.

Saturday, May 22- Sunday, May 23

GLEN SPEY, N.Y.: The Ukrainian
Philatelic and Numismatic Society
(UPNS) will mark the 75th anniversay of
the first international airmail flight from
Vienna to Kyyiv at a meeting to be held at
the Verkhovyna Resort Center. A special
cachet envelope, canceled at the Glen
Spey Post Office with a Ukrainian and
U.S. stamp, will be available for those
attending. Among collections availabe for
perusal and purchase will be the 48-page
award-winning exhibit “Pavlo Popovych,
Ukrainian Astronaut,” as well as
Carpatho-Ukrainian stamps and covers,
among others. Room reservations should
be made by contacting the Verkhovyna
Resort Center, (914) 856-1323.  Special
weekend rates are availabe for UPNS
members. Admission to trading area is
free of charge.

Kravchuk...
(Continued from page 1)

to such steps.”

At the fourth congress of the Officers’
Union of Ukraine (OUU), on April 11,
the country’s minister of defense, Col.
Gen. Konstantyn Morozov declared that
his government will insist on the
removal of the entire fleet from its terri-
tory if Russia refuses to agree to divide
the fleet and remove its ships from
Sevastopil. “1t would be preferable o
remove the flect entirely than to allow
the presence of a foreign military force
on our territory,” said Gen. Morozov.
He added, “I cannot imagine any cir-
cumstances under which Sevastopil. or
Kharkiv, or Sumy would be leased to
another country.”

The April 13 issue of the Ukrainian
Parliament’s official organ. Holos
Ukrainy, carried an open letter to
President Kravchuk, signed by 87
deputies addressing the Black Sea Fleet
issue. Titled “The Yalta agreement:
What has it given us?” the strongly
worded statement deplores Russia’s
numerous violations since October of the
Yalta and Dagomys agreements. The
deputies charge that local Russian naval
commanders issued orders for the relo-
cation of various ships to Novorosiysk,
Bulgaria and the Mediterranean, as well
as the requisitioning of various heli-
copter gunships and other materiel {or
maneuvers without consulting Ukrainian
authorities.

The deputies’ statement also read,

“Only the abrogation of the Yalta agree-
ment and the intensive construction of
our own naval forces will secure Ukraine
against the secret designs of the Russian
aggressor.”

In a related story, Gen. Morozov
announced at the QUU congress that the
officers and enlisted men of the 43rd
Rocket Army, situated in the
Khmelnytsky region, would be asked to
swear an oath of allegiance to Ukraine.
This will be conducted in accordance
with the presidential directive concern-
ing Ukraine's jurisdiction over strategic
forces situated within its borders.

Gen. Morozov said that “anyone who
chooses not to swear the oath can submit
their final reports and prepare for grad-
ual relocation foutside Ukrainel.” He
added that “we will not interfere [in the
transfer], in fact, we will even provide
assistance.”  According to Gen.
Morozov's directive of April 5. all per-
sonnel choosing to swear the oath will
immediately be given Ukrainian citizen-
ship.

Gen. Morozov also outlined the
progress of Ukraine’s continuing demili-
tarization. Since 1991, the standing
army has been reduced from about 1.5
mitlion to 525.000 personnel, armored
divisions have shed 2.000 tanks. and the
air force has converted or scrapped
1,477 aircraft. He also said that plans to
streamline the country’s military training
and education system arc also being
implemented. “Thirty-four military
academies and 12,000 graduates annual-
ly is rather much for Ukraine.™ the
defense minisier said.
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Do your children enjoy Veselka magazine?
“For information call the Svoboda Press, (201) 434-0237.
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Folk concert...

(Continued from page 9)

Other major features on the concert
also ran in the Hampshire Gazette, the
Brattlcboro Reformer, and the
Springfield (Mass.) Union-News.
Popular radio host Garrison Keillor of
National Public Radio also ran public
service announcements on radio stations
throughout the Connecticut Valley
encouraging music lovers to attend the
Children of Chornoby] benefit.

Ms. Taylor, Ms. Burke, and Mr.
Serrette also turned in fine perfor-
mances, with love ballads, protest songs,
and reflections on various environmental
and human rights themes. For the finale,
all five musicians joined together for a
trilingual version (English, French and
Ukrainian) of Mr. Ostroushko’s arrange-
ment of “Jambalaya”.

Thanking the performers at the close
of the program, CCRF Project
Coordinator Alex Kuzma expressed the
hope that the extensive press coverage
surrounding this year’s concert would
help to boost Chornobyl relief efforts in
the Valley. A western Massachusetts
chapter of the CCRF is forming under
the initiative of Prof. Prof. Yaroslav
Leshko and his wife, Alla, Marta
Ostapiuk. and the Rev. Basil Julie of the
Holy Ghost Ukrainian Catholic Church
in South Deerfield.

Nestled in the Berkshire Mountains.
western Massachusetts is home to a very
environmentally conscious populace. It
was the birthplace of the American safe
energy movement under the leadership
of Sam Lovejoy. More recently, scien-
tists and local citizens convinced the
Nuclear Regulatory Commission to shut
down the aging Yankee Rowe Atomic
Station. in northern Massachusetts, for
fear of a major accident there.

Mr. Ostroushko reminded the audi-
ence that Chornobyl was not the only
nuclear plant that threatens Eastern
Europe, and Mr. Magraw noted that the
explosion of a radioactive waste facility
in Tomsk, Siberia, underscores the need
for a more active response 1o the world-
wide environmental crisis.

Although her concert schedule did not
allow her to participate in the April 18
benefit, Canadian musical sensation
Loreena McKennitt made a substantial
donation to the CCRF, and indicated her
interest in performing in next year’s
event.

To organize similar concerts in other
locations, CCRF supporters are urged to
contact the national office at (201) 376-
5140, or to write to Prodigal Sun
Productions. at PO Box 124,
Easthampton, MA 01027.
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