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Plast congress is reassessing youth organization’s role

JERSEY CITY, N.J. — Plast, the
Ukrainian youth organization founded
in.1911 in Ukraine and later trans-
planted into the diaspora, is currently
undergoing a reassessment process
within the framework of what is called
the Third Plast Congress.

This, perhaps, is a misnomer, since
the congress is not actually an event, but
a think-tank, said the chairman of the
congress’s research and planning com-
mittee, Dr. J.R. Wynnyckyj of Kitche-
ner, Ont. Moreover, such congresses are
not regularly scheduled but are con-
vened by Plast at critical junctures in its
existence.

The third congress officially began in
October 1984 and will continue through
1988 with the last session scheduled to
be held on the eve of the fifth World

Congress of Free Uk The next
session of the process will take place on
No 28-30in A . Ont.

The two main topics to be discussed
in Ancaster are Plast in relation to what

is referred to as “the permanent dias-
pora™ and the relationship between
Plast and parents. An ancillary topic,
one that is to be further developed at a
subsequent session of the congress
planned for the spring of 1987, is new
forms and guidelines for Plast activi
in the diaspora. These topics will be
developed at the congress sessmn via
panel p ions and work

On the local level, small discussion

In order to better understand how the.

reassessment process within Plast
works, Dr. Wynnyckyj explained the
major accomplishments of the two
previous congresses. -

The first Plast congress was held in
1948 in post-World War 11 Germany, in
Aschaﬁenburg in the American zone. It
was a time of great activity for Plast,
which was flourishing in the displaced
persons camps. %

The major step agreed to at the first
congress, which was a three-day event,
was to take Plast abroad to the coun-
tries where Ukrainians, displaced by the
war and the turn of events in their
homeland, would emigrate and settle.
The move was seen as a temporary
measure, just as the emigration of DPs
was originally thought by them to be
temporary. The hope was that the DPs,
and Plast along with them, would
eventually return to their native soil.

The second Plast congress took place
in 1966 through 1970. There were two
main sessions: one in Albany, N.Y., the
other in Toronto; and seminars were
held in between these sessions. The key
issue, explained Dr. Wynnyckyj, was
the role Plast would play in Ukrainian
society outside Ukraine. It was deter-
mined during this d congress that

Today, according to Dr. Wynnyckyj,
Plast is at a crossroads. Persons edu-
cated outside the borders of Ukraine are
assuming leadership positions, along-
side leaders who were active in Ukraine
and in the DP camps. Their children,
born and raised in the diaspora, are
today's Plast members.

Thus, once again Plast is at a turning
point, and once again a Plast congress
has been co d by the Conf? of
World Plast Organizations, the world-
wide umbrella body for Plast groups, he
continued.

The questions that are now being
considered all stem from the basic
premise that the Ukrainian community
in no longer an emigre community but is
what Dr. Wynnyckyj calls “a permanent
diaspora.™ Therefore, Plast should
strive not only to maintain its own and
the Ukrainian nation’s traditions, but
should attempt to build on them and
grow. Furthermore, argued Dr. Wyn-
nyckyj, Plast members should contri-
bute not in a self-centered way, but
should work for the good of the entire
world, of all mankind.

Other major questions being dis-
cussed are: For whom does Plast exist?
What does it mean to be a Ukrainian in
this “permanent diaspora™? Should
knowledge of the Ukrainian language

Plast would remain a permanent feature
of Ukrainian community life in the
settl in the United States, Ca-

groups are slated 1o be orga d by
area Plast members in order to broach
the congress topics in preparation for
the ot‘ﬂcml CONgress scsslons Repre-

af, 1 grou!
will then reportogllhelr ﬁndmgi o £
COngress.

nada, Australia, Argentina, England,
Belgium and France. It was clear to
participants of the second congress that
[Plast would maintain a strictly Ukrai-
nian’ facé, b , requiring p
tency in the Ukmlnmn language.

to be required in Plast?

The third congress sessions will serve
as a forum for discussing these topics,
generating ideas, crystallizing thoughts
and then reaching a
Plast members. The final decision on
guidelines for Plast activity will then be
presented to the next Conference of
Ukrn:mnn Plast Organizations, its
king body.

Daria Stec elected president of The Washington Group

by R.L. Chomiak

WASHINGTON — Daria Stec, an
attorney with the Federal Energy Regu-
latory € ission, is the new presi
of The W‘ashlngton Group (TWG), the
two-year-old association of Ukrainian
American professionals.

She was elected at the organization’s
second annual meeting held September
26. Natalie Sluzar, the first president
and a founding member of TWG, did
not seek re-election to that office, but
remains on the new executive board asa
member of the auditing committee, of
which Ms. Stec had been a member
during the two previous terms.

Ms. Sluzar'’s achievements as a two-
term president of TWG were recognized

on national television (it was screened
two days before the annual meeting);
participation with three other East
Coast professional organizations in the
fund-raising cruise around Manhattan
to benefit Americans for Human Rights
in Ukraine (AHRU); establishment of
active coordination between TWG and
Ukrainian professional organizations
throughout the U.S. and Canada; as
well as regular activities of TWG,
including Friday evening forums, social-
get-togethers, cultural events and the
establishment of the TWG Fellowship
Fund.

She also reported on the preparations
to date of TWG's largest undertaking —
the Leadership Conference scheduled
for October- 17-18, which is expected to

by her coll ., who p d her
with a certificate naming a star after her.
A map of the sky with the Natalie Sluzar
Star circled on it accompanied the
certificate issued by an international
registry.

In her report to the annual meeting,
Ms. Sluzarcited TWG's participation in
the community-wide effort to show the
documentary film “Harvest of Despair™

draw particif from thre the
North American continent in addition
to the organization’s members from the
Washington area.

Membership director Halyna Bre-
slavec reported that TWG membership
stands at 260, of which 157 are full
members, 83 are t

During the discussion, a proposed
amendmcnt to the by-laws to mtroduce
hall ror 1

failed to pass.

A motion to tap into the Fel.iowshlp
Fund to support Ukrainian students in
Brazil failed, but an amendment to
underwrite annual scholarships for two
such students out of TWG's general
fund passed.

Other members of The Washington
Group's new executive board are: R.L.
Chomiak, deputy chief of the U.S. Infor-
mation Agency's Africa Press Service
— viee-president; Darian Diachok,
research manager at the National Insti-
tute of Building Sciences — secretary,
George Hnativ, staff accountant with
the Securities and Exchange Commis-
sion — treasurer; Ms. Breslavec, direc-
tor of the Investigational Device Staff at
the Food and Drug Administration —
re-elected as membership director;
Alvin Kapusta, former State Depart-
ment official — public relations direc-
tor; Marta Pereyma, cultural exchange
specialist of the U.S. Information

and 20 — student members (a petson
becomes eligible for student member-
ship upon entering college).

_Newi)r elected ol'l'cm of The Washington Gmup are: (!mm left) Natalie Sluzar,

Halyns Breslavec, Georpe Hnatiw, Daria Stec, presid

, Ross Chomiak, Marta

Pereyma, Julis Tereshchuk and Andy Ry!yk.

Agem:)f — special projects director;

Julia Tereshchuk, claims ger of
Underwriters Adjusting Co. — events
director.

Members of the auditing commit-
tee, in addition to Ms. Sluzar, are
Andrew Rylyk, chief of the Statistical
Services Division at the U.S. Interna-
tional Trade Commission, and lhor
Vitkovytsky, associale superintendant
of the Plasma Physics Division in the
Naval Research Laboratory.

Maria Rudensky, a reporter for the
National Health Care magazine, re-
mains as editor of TWG News.

Michael Wans JIr. a partner of the
Baker and Mckenzie law firm, chaired
the annual meeting, while Sofia Nako-
nechny, manager of The Limited, was
SL‘{TU'[&\['}'

Albany district
community forms
Millennium group

by Natalka Kushnir

WATERVLIET, N.Y. — Inresponse
to an appeal set forth by the National
Committee to Commemorate the Mil-
lennium of Christianity in Ukraine, a
special meeting was held in February of
this year to establish a local Millenni
committee in the Capital District of
New York.

This meeting, called by Yaroslaw
Kushnir, president of the St. Nicholas
Ukrainian Catholic Church Brother-
hood, consisted of representatives from
all Ukrainian Catholic and Orthodox
church and lay organizations of the
Albany area, including Amsterdam,
Cohoes, Troy and Watervliet.

The committee has held seven general
meetings since its formation. Plans for
several major events as well as fund-
raisers have already been made. On
September 28, the financial subcommit-
tee sponsored a dinner consisting of
traditional Ukrainian foods to raise
money to be used by the committee to
cover expenses. On November 16 a
raffle drawing will be held also acting as
a fund raiser.

Other projects under way include the
purchase of billboards advertising the
Ukrainian Millennium to be posted
along major roadways in the Albany
area. On October 3, 1987, a grand
concert will be held at the Convention
Hall in Albany. Performing will be the
Dumka Choir of New York and the
Roma Pryma Dance Ensemble. A finale
commemoration event will take place in
May of 1988 on the Concourse Level of
the Empire State Plaza in Albany.

The Millennium Committee of the
Albany Capital District looks forward
to spending the next two years celebrat-
ing what it fecls is the most.important
event in the- history of -the. Ukrainian
nation 'and appeals:to all local’ Ukrai-
nians .to joinin their efforts, said the
group’s chairman, Mr. Kushnir.

Other officers are: Volodymyr Sta-
dnyk, vice-chairman; John Romana-
tion, treasurer; Matalia Rubycz and
Julianne Shepelavy, secretaries in
Ukrainian and English, respectively.

An honorary committee consisting of
pastors of the parishes participating was
also formed. They are:the Rev. Stephen
Juli, the Very Rev. Vladimir Andrush-
kiw, the Rev. Oleksander Kenez, the
Rev . John Kulish, the Rev. Volodymyr
Pashko and the Very Rev. Theodore
Humanitzki.

Members at large include Ulana
Omecinsky, Kateryna Pashko and
Myroslaw Yurchuk.

In addition, six subcommittees were
formed. Their heads as well as members
are as follows: organizational — Theo-
dore Fedak (chair), Joseph Bilynsky,
Yaroslawa Bilynsky, Michael Babiak
and Nadia Sembrat (co-chair); financial
— Dosia Kushnir (chair), Anastasia

- Holubee (co-chair), Maria Korhun,

Dmytro Chorwat, Michael Sawkiw and
Olha Zyhlevych; public relations —
Michael Heretz (chair), Myron Swider-
sky, Andrew Durbak, Daria Jaku-
bowycz, Taras Shepelavy, Volodymyr
Litynsky, Alla Heretz and Peter Para-
shak; press — Natalka Kushnir (chair),
John Durbak ({co-chair), Volodymyr
Barabsz, Mr. Litynsky, Olcksander
Pidwerbetsky and Michael Sawkiw Jr.;
arts/cultural affairs — Michael Kor-
hun (chair), Mrs. Heretz, Zenovia Bilas.
Mrs. Jakubowycz, Volodymyr Kry-
wulych, Nicholas Fil. Vera Kushnir and
Mr. Kushnir; auditing — Eugene Nabo-

(Continued on page 16)
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project and stacks%{ briefs on the
feasibility of bridging the gap between
the 'UCC and the federal government.

A strongly worded -resolution man-
dates the new executive to communicate
to-the federal government the Ukrai-
nian:community’s opposition to the
establishment of “any government body

similar t6 the (U.S. Justice Depart-

ment’s) Office of Special Investiga-
tions,” There were many rumors cir-
culating at the congress that the Des-
chenes Commission of Inguiry on War
Crimes will recommend in its fimal
report the establish of a per
Nazi-hunting body such as the OSI.

The UCC executive was directed by
one resolution to ask the prime minister
to nominate a Ukrainian Canadian to
the Senate seat left vacant by the death
of Sen. Paul Yuzyk. The wording for a
telegram to Mr. Mulroney on this
matter was approved by the new execu-
tive board at its first rneenngon October
13

{Well-plau:d sources in Winnipeg
indicated last week that the government
has decided to fill the Senate position
with a Progressive Conservative fund-
raiser from Manitoba_who.is of British .
heritage, Secretary of |State, for- Multir
culturalism David Crombie;. however,
denied -that a. final decision had been
made and added that there isan “expec-
tation™ that Sen. Yuzyk's replacement
will be a Canadian of Ukrainian origin.)

In the wake of the nuclear reactor
accident at Chornobyl, a resolution was
passed calling upon the Canadian
government. 1o use its membership in
international agencies: to gather more
information on the state of the victims,
and to determine the “extent of radia-
tion contamination on people.”

h

byl accident discussed

Earlier that weekend, Dr. John
Golman, professer cmn-i.tqsd medical
hysics at the 'Uni y;0f California.
at Berkeley, spoketo the delegates aza -
discussion on the Chornobyl accid

Dr. Bohdan Krawchenko speaks at panel on the Ukrainian Cummunity Development Cnmmiltu'uepun me leftare:
Roman Yeréqlnk -Dr. Roman Pﬂryshyu, John Rozdilsky and Mymn Spolsky.

diverting community workers frum

other areas and diverting funds I'm.r_q_

other areas.” -

Much-6T the impetus for the adopted
resolitions dealing with lobbying,
defamation and human rights origi-
nated in a public meeting on Friday spon-
sored by the Civil Liberties Commis-
sion, the Toronto-based UCC subcom-
mittee that has represented the umbrella
body ‘before the Deschenes Commis-
sion. -

More than 50 delegates spent most of
the day debating some of the main
issues facing Ukrainians in Canada:
from the Ottawa lobbying office and the
internment of Ukrainians in Canada
during World War 11, to the defamation
of Ukrainians by the media and the
controversy surrounding.the existence
of a mountain in British Columbia
named after Joseph Stalin.

Ottawa lobbying

Some of the liveliest exchanges of the
daylong CLC meeting occurred when
the issue of the Ottawa lobbying office
was brought up for discussion. While
mdst 6I'the : participants voiced support
for the préjact there were delegates

western Ca ng

He told the audi that he the
release of radiation from the plant to
account for as many as | million cases of
cancer, of which hall will be fatal.
Other resolutions passed by the

T
wl‘l:o said there are many problems that
need to be resolved before the UCC
commits money.

One of the main obstacles to esta-
blishi aUkrninianprcsenceinOuawa

delegates expressed support for the

power, said David Prokopowich,

ey of a Canadian C 1
in Kiev, and a strong Canadian position
on human rights at the upcoming
November meeting of the Conference
on Security and Cooperation in Europe.

Members of the media had a chance
to question UCC officials about some of
the issues facing the Ukrainian commu-
nity at a press conference held before
the opening of the congress. The main
topics of discussion were the Deschenes
Ci ission, the 1 id at
Chornoby! and the work of a UCC
subcommittee called the Ukrainian
Community Development Committee
(UCDC).

‘War crimes probe

John Gregorovich, the Toronto law-
yer who heads the Civil Liberties
Commission, in a briel statement to
reporters summarized what his group
feels are the “adverse effects™ of the
federal government's war crimes probe.

Said Mr, Gregorovich: "The public
hearings of the Commission of Inquiry
on War Criminals have provided a
platform for the defamation of East
European communitics, and have given
the media an excuse for defamation of
East FEuropean commumities. This has
endangered the Canadian social policy
of multiculturalism, It has strained the
Ukraimian Canadian community by

is

a delegate from Saskatchewan. “The

office shouldn't be staffed by Ottawa

people...that would be a disaster for us,”
e said.

But Boris Sirskyj, 2 former aid to the
late Sen. Yuzyk, said problems with
staffing and financing are not insur-
mountable. “It is important,” said Mr.
Sirskyj, “that we have some machinery
to deal with Parliamem and the various
government agencies.”

John Gregorovich, the Toronto law-
yer who heads the CLC, told the au-
dience that the structure of the UCC
needs to be changed in order to effec-
tively raise the estimated $100,000 to
$200,000 for the office,

“We've not at the national level of the
UCC,"” said Mr. Gregorovich, “had any
effective fund-raising system to fund
things like an Ottawa office...That
means we have to change the system we
have now. In the long run we have to
have a higher level of fund-raising for
the UCC."

Financial headaches

Dr. Cipywnyk. in an mterview with
The Weekly after his election, said he 15
aware of the UCC’s chronic financial
headaches, adding that the current
UCC national budget of about $400,000

(Continued on page 14)

Dr. Dmytro Cipywnyk nmly .

CCp

sident, with Andrij Semotiuk, UCC

Alberta Provincial Council pruidmt, durlng plenary session.

by Michsel B. Bociurkiw

WINNIPEG — Delegates to the
national congress of Ukrainian Ca-
nadian organizations have sent a
stern complaint to Prime Minister
Brian Mulroney for refusing an
invitation to deliver a keynote ban-
quet address to the 15th Ukrainian
Canadian Congress, held here Friday
through Monday, October 10-13.

“We wish to convey to you our
deep dismay over the way in which
your government has ignored this
national gathering,” the del
said in their one-page letter to the
prime minister.

Org s of the triennial con-
gress said an invitation was sent to
the prime minister’s office in Ottawa
more than a year ago. Instead of
having the prime minister or a mem-
ber of the Cabinet deliver the Satur-

PM snubs Ukrainian Canadians;
congress delegates protestin‘lette

ruling Progressive Conservative
Party is of Ukrainian origin and
represents the riding of Parkdale-
High Park.
. UCC officials said the congress
marked the first time in the 44-year-
history of the organization that the
prime minister or a member of the
Cabinet has declined to cqrnc 1o the,
congress banquel N I b

Minister of State for Mu]ucuitum-
lism David Crombie, in what one
senior government official described
as a last-minute effort to save face,
held an impromptu luncheon meet-
ing with Ukrainian community lea-
ders Friday, after his office discover-
ed there would be no senior members
of the government in attendance at
the congress.

The letter to the prime minister,
which was distributed 1o delegates
Saturday by an ad-hoc group of

day keynote banquet address_as they
had hoped, the group had to settle for
a low-key speech by backbench
Toronto Member of Parliament
Andrew Witer. The member of the

L

Energy, Mines and Resources Mmuler Wllson Plrlsiuk address .

particif said Mr. Mul-
roney “wasted a unique oppurtunl!y

to explain the federal government’s
position on the Deschenes Commis-

(Continued on page 14)
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Time for a new approach

The recent women's conference called “Ukrainian Woman in Two
Worlds" raised many topics important to the contemporary Ukrainian
woman who, as the conference’s appellation suggests, finds herself in
two milieux — one Ukrainian, the other American.

The subjects discussed were not, however, strictly women’s topics.
The issues'raised, the concerns broached, the solutions suggested were
not for women only. The forum provided by this gathering — the
second of its kind sponsored by the Ukrainian National Women's
League of America — was beneficial to Ukrainian Americans of both
sexes, of all ages and backgrounds, Ukrainian- and English-speaking.

The conference was planned as an event at which all could speak
their minds in an environment free of risk, for here, unlike at most
Ukrainian gatherings of this size, there were no losers. All were
winners for having listened, spoken, exchanged ideas and networked.
All were no doubt enriched by the experience, and many came away
with renewed faith in their community, in themselves and in their
power to contribute to Ukrainian American society. In short, it wasa
positive experience conducive to creative solutions.

What is lacking, however, is the follow-up mechanism to effect the
solusions and courses of action suggested. The women's conference,
then, from the standpoint of our community at large, was a purely
intellectual exercise.

Perhaps a look at another model would be appropriate. Plast
congresses are held periodically during times perceived to be critical
" jurictures'in the organization’s existence (only three have been held in
" the 75-year history of the youth organization). These “congresses™are

actually r nent processes, think-tanks in which any Plast

member may participate. Participants — not elected delegates —
discuss the issues of the day while keeping in mind the future of the
organization and the Ukrainian community in diaspora. Their
exchanges give birth to recommendations which are subsequently
submitted to the worldwide Conference of Ukrainian Plast

Organizations for action and implementation.

.+ Perhaps a hybrid of the women's conference and-Plast congress
“-approaches — a regularly scheduled reassessment conference for the

entire community — could be applied to our Ukrainian American

society.

Why do Ukrainians seem to be locked into the convention mentality
in which many persons arrive at one place for this congress or another,
yet little of substance is discussed, solutions are few, and frustrations,
as a result, are compounded? Our conventions, at which politics of the
Ukrainian variety usually enter into and distort the larger picture, are
certainly not the best environment for what our community today
most desperately needs: an honest and dispassionate look at itself by
itself.

Periodic assessment conferences could be held in areas throughout
the country, the creative ideas proposed at these regional gatherings by
the Ukrainian American public at large could be gleaned and then
presented to our central Ukrainian American organizations so that
they can be put to use and applied in a coordinated fashion (the one
thing we don't need with our relatively limited resources is a
duplication of efforts) by various Ukrainian organizations throughout
the United States.

Among the many topics that need to be considered are:

e Qur families: What is the status of the Ukrainian American
family? What support services are available to them?

® Qur children: Sure we have programs and organizations for
school-age children and teens, but are they appropriate, are they
enough? And what about our pre-schoolers, don't they deserve
Ukrainian pre-schools and daycare if we want to maintain our
Ukrainian identity?

® Qur elderly: Is there adequate housing, enough social services?
Do we need nursing homes for those of our seniors who are incapable
of taking care of themselves?

® Our relationship to the United States: Are we truly a part of the
American political picture? How prepared are we to deal with the
issues through our government?

® Qur relationship to Ukraine: What exactly should it be? (Are we,
for example, for or against cultural exchanges?)

e Qur future: Where do we go from here? What are our long-range
plans for ti.e foreseeable future?

For too long we've neglected our community at large. We 've deluded
ourselves by thinking that our conventions and congresses are i1ssue-
and action-oriented, while they clearly are not. How then can we
expect our Ukrainian American community to flourish?

It is time our community movers and shakers — the officers of our
organizations and the leaders of our institutions — got together (might
we suggest a no-risk informal gathering such as a council of
presidents?) and see if they can implement a pragmatic plan-of action
.to benefit us all, as well as the generations that, will follow.

T

NEWS AND VIEWS

Students and student movement:
our past and our future

by Eugene M. Iwanciw

During 1986, an important institution
in the Ukrainian American community
celebrated two milestones that received
little attention in our community. The
institution is the Federation of Ukrai-
nian Student Organizations of Ame-
rica, SUSTA; the milestones for this
national student organization were its
33rd anniversary and the passing of the
reins of the organization to a new
generation of students.

On April 10, 1953, Ukrainian Ameri-
can student clubs from various colleges
met at Columbia University to esta-
blish a national organization. That
organization, SUSTA, has now been
providing leadership among Ukrainian

* students throughout the United States

for almost a third of a century. Through
SUSTA, literally tens of thousands of
Ukrainian American students have had
an opportunity to become involved in
the community and to get to know each
other. Lifelong friendships, not to
mention numerous marriages, resulted
from that participation.

The SUSTA congresses, conferences,
meetings and dances gave students a
place in the community where they
could work, play and even fight petty
student political battles (though the
battles seemed momentous at the time).
It was all a learning €xperience which
prepared them for their professional
careers. The cnergy and idealism of
youth were provided with an outlet for
productive efforts.

The benefits of SUSTA were, indeed,
productive and not only for its mem-
bers. One of the most important insti-
tutions in our community is a testimony
to the vision, the perseverance and the
encrgy of students, It was-SUSTA,
which created the Ukrainian Studies
Fund, the umbrella of the three chairs of
Ukrainian studies at Harvard and the
Harvard Ukrainian Research Institute.

The students, however, did not just
create the dream of a formal Chair of
Ukrainian Studies at a major university
— they acted upon it. Over the years,
many student activists worked long and
hard to make the dream a reality, but it
was one individual who stands out in
that effort. That individual pursued the
project with a religious fervor seldom
seen in our community. He motivated
one SUSTA congress alter another, one
SUSTA board after another, and they,
in turn, raised funds throughout the
community until the chairs of study
were established at Harvard University.
That individual, truly an unsung hero, is
Stephan Chemych.

But the accomplishments of SUSTA
did not stop there. For over 20 years,
SUSTA published a journal called
Horizons that found its way into the
libraries of colleges and universities
throughout the United States. Sub-
scription requests from wniversities
continued long after Horizons ceased
publication.

Conferences on virtually every topic
of interest to students were held by
SUSTA. Demonstrations for a free
Ukraine and the championing of Ukrai-
nian causes 100 nUMErous to mention
were led by SUSTA. While partici-
pating in a United Nations-sponsored

Eugene Iwanciw was elected presi-
dent of SUSTA at the organization’s
!_im congress in 1983 and served in thar
Gapacity unti 1985. Priorto that hewas

A board for two years, ...

“model U.N.,” SUSTA, playingthe role
of the Ukrainian SSR, voted to secede
from the-Soviet Union. The Ukrainian
Weekly published a special edition
headlining the announcement. That
event received widespread publicity
prompting an official protest from the
Soviet government.

As student activism in general in-
creased in the late 1960s and early 1970s,
so did SUSTAs activities. It was stu-
dents who initiated the activities on the
issue of human rights in Ukraine and
who formed many of the early human-
rights committees including the first
Moroz Defense Committee, created
jointly by SUSTA and TUSM. Some of
these committees survive to this day,
over 15 years later.

But the greatest accomplishment of

SUSTA are the individuals who went
through the organization during those
33 years. Today, they are our profes-
ionals, highly ful in virtually
every career imaginable including law,
medicine, 'academics, government,
engineering and business, Many of
today’s Ukrainian American commu-
nity leaders come from the ranks of
SUSTA including Askold Lozynskyj
(SUM-A), Thor Dlaboha (UCCA), Olia
Lupan (Boston), Roman Golash (Chi-
cago), Roma Hadzewycz (The Ukrai-
nian®* Weekly) and SUSTA presidents
Andrij Chornodolskyj (Baltimore),
lhor Makuch (Los Angeles), ' Kvitka
Semanyshyn (Irvington), George Kul-
chycky (Cleveland), Bohdan Futey
(Washington).

Those names bring me to the second
milestone. On April 26, just 16 days
after SUSTA's 33rd birthday, a true
second generation of students took over
SUSTA. At the 20th Congress, Andrew
Futey -became the 19th president of
SUSTA and the first offspring of a
former president to hold that office.
Andrew’s father, Bohdan, was elected
president at SUSTA's sixth cgngress
when the organization was onW’ |0 years
old. Andrew was not even born until
after his father's term expired.

Despite numerous low points of
activity during the years, SUSTA"s
continued survival is a tribute toall the
activists during the years. An even
greater tribute is that Andrew and the
other students at the April congress are
approaching the organization with the
same idealism, the same dedication and
the same commitment with which his
father and all former SUSTA members
approached the organization during its
33-year history. We can all be proud that
the children of former SUSTA mem-
bers share the love for the organization
with its founders. The future looks very
bright for SUSTA and for the Ukrai-
nian American community.

But former SUSTA membérs cannot
afford to sit back and just take comfort
from this development. Their task is not
yet over. Today's student leaders still
need our help in terms of advice, moral
support and financial assistance. For
over 20 years there has been talk of
establishing a SUSTA Alumni organi-
zation which would continue to provide
the “networking™ (we called it contacts
in those days) which begins in SUSTA.
That networking is even more impor-
tant among professionals. The alumni
organization, just as university alumni
groups do, would also provide a financial
base tor SUSTA, Former members will
recall that well over 50 percent of their

(Continued on page.15)..
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John Demijanjuk: Nazi or victim of mistaken identity? -

This article is reprinted with the express pérmission
of the author. It appéared in The Washington. Post on
Sunday, September 28, on the Sront page of the
Owrlook section with the following notation: * Parrick
Buchanan is an assistant to President Reagan. He
notes that the views, analysis and conclusions above
are his own, and not necessarily those of the
administration. "

by Patrick J. Buchanan

Within days, the Butcher of Treblinka, the sadistic
Ukrainian who operated the gas chamber at that Nazi
death camp in, occupied Poland will stand triai in
Israel. So we are told.

The'man to be prosecuted as “Ivan the Terrible,” the
barbaric guard of Treblinka, is John Demjanjuk, a
naturalized American who came to the United States
in 1952 as a displaced person, a church-going family
man from Cleveland and retired auto mechanic for the
Ford Motor Co.

Until the late '70s, Demjanjuk had seemed the very
model of the solid citizen. 1t was then that the newly
formed Nazi-hunling Office of Special Investigations
at the Department of Justice opened its Demjanjuk
file. Two years later, Justice. Department lawyers
strode into a Cleveland courtroom for a
denaturalization hearing, and in February 1981 had
John Demjanjuk stripped of his American citizenship
and declared a Nazi war criminal who had lied his way
into the United States. Following five years of failed
appeals and .incarceration in_federal prisons, John
Demijanjuk this year was extradited to Israel to be put
into the dock as an accused mass murderer in the most
famous Nazi war crimes trial in Jerusalem since Adolf
Eichmann's.

Four years ago, while a columnist, 1 read a news
report of the infamous “Nazi butcher™ still living in
Cleveland. It quoted his lawyer as insisting that
Demjanjuk was a victim of mistaken identity. Aftera
phone call to that lawyer, subsequent calls, radio
interviews, corresp e with Di juk's family
— and amassing a file of clippings, correspondence
and court records sent by the handful of believers in
John Demjanjuk’s innocence — | have come to believe
with them that John Demjanjuk is not the bestial
victimizer of men, women and children of the
Treblinka killing ground, but a victim himself of a
miscarriage of justice. Hence, this article.

Astonishing asit may seem, John Demjanjuk’s cries
of innocence are'today being accorded by the-people
and press of Israel — the land of Yad Vashem — the

fair and sy mpathcuc and extended hearing they were
consistently denied in his own adopted country.

(When the card arrived in January 1980 at the
Department of Justice with the photograph of
Demjanj Ryan exulted: “You son of a bitch ...

To ap »'the emotion and passion surroundi
this case, one must understand Treblinka, As Alan A
Ryan Jr.. former head of the Offie¢ of Special

Investigations, writes in “Quiet Neighbors,” Treblinka
was perhaps the greatest killing ficld in history. Inan
area smaller than 50 acres, | million Jews were done to
death between July 1942 and August 1943. The
murderers of the | million — fewer than 50 Treblinka
inmates survived, writes Ryan — were some 20
Germans and 80 Ukrainians, assisted by several
hundred . “work-Jews” forced to pull from the gas
chambers the corpses of family and friends, and burn
and bury the remains. When Treblinka was evacuated
in September 1943, the Germans bulldozed the camp
into oblivion and destroyed all evidence that it ever
existed. No trace remains,

The case against Demjanjuk is the centerpiece of
Ryan's book, the altar piece of his career hunting
down NMazi war criminals for the Department of
Justice.

Demjanjuk’s story, to which he adheres to this day,
is that he was a Ukrainian conscript in the Red Army
when Hitler attacked the Soviet Union in June 1941,
Wounded by shrapnel in the early fighting, he was
hospitalized for four months, released, sent back to the
front lines, captured by the Germans in the Crimea in
May 1942 and sent to several POW labor camps —
first, Rovho, then the huge prisoners’ complex at
Chelm in Poland. In mid-1944, he was transferred to
Graz in Austria, where he was mobilized into an anti-
Soviet Ukrainian unit, eventually fighting with the
“Vlasow Army,” which defended Prague against the
advancing Russians. His unit went over to the allied
side in Bavaria at war’s end.

Ryan accepts Demjanjuk’s story — up until the

of 1942, Following that, however, Ryan puts
Demjanjuk directly outside the gas chambers at
Treblinka where Ryan says, eight-and-a-half times as

many men, women and children were dong to deathin_
* 13 months by Ivan the Térrible and his murderous

henchmen as perished in the atomic bombings of
Hiroshima and Nagasaki.

The evidence of Demjanjuk’s guilt appears at first
glance to be irrefutable. Five eyewitnesses, all
survivors of Treblinka, identified Demjanjuk — from
two wallet-size photographs of 30 and 40 years earlier
— as Ivan the Terrible. In 1980, the Soviets unearthed
an identification card placing Ivan Demjanjuk at the
Trawniki camp in Poland where the 55 trained prison
guards for the Sobibor and Treblinka charnel houses.

We've got you.”)

Yet, there are reasons why that handful of Ameri-
cans — and a growing number of Israelis — believe the
66-year-old man in the dock this coming month in
Jerusalem is innocent — a decent and honest family
man whose life-has been destroyed by Sovier malice
and American gullibility.

Could it be that five survivors of the Holocaust are
as mistaken in identifying Cleveland’s John Demjan-
juk as the Butcher of Treblinka as 11 Holocaust
survivors — and even Simon Wiesenthal — were in
identifying Chicago's Frank Walus as the Butcher of
Kielce, Poland? For six years, Walus' life was a living
hell because of the testimony of such “eyewitnesses.”
Finally, overwhelming proof turned up that all were
dead wrong, that Walus had spent the entire war in
Germany as a farm laborer; that he was too short (5
feet 4), too young and of the wrong nationality
(Polish) even to belong to the Gestapo.

Here are some of the grounds for doubting
Demjanjuk’s guilt.

B Elijahu Rosenberg, the first and crucial Tre-
blinka survivor to pick Demjanjuk’s picture out of a
spread of photographs and identify him as “Ivan the
Terrible,” testified in December 1947 that “lvan™ had
been killed in the Treblinka camp uprising in August
1943,

In thc u. S procccdmss that cost Demjanjuk I'ns
g alleged that “Ivan the Terrible”
personally murdernd two of his cousins at Treblinka
— a charge oddly left out of his December 1947
affidavit.

B Pinchas Epstein, who first corroborated Rosen-
berg's identifi , also submitted an affidavit in
1947, detailing the atrocities he had witnessed at
“Treblinka — but Epstein never mentioned “Ivan the
Terrible.”

*® Severa) Polish gﬁw ké ot
gmphs of Demjanjuk, dény 1o this day that t ﬁlkans;
the pictures was the Treblinka camp guard called Ivan,
They were never able to testify at the U.S. District
Court proceeding in Cleveland — where Demjanjuk
was stripped of his U.S. citizenship. (This past week,
Demjanjuk’s attorney, Buffalq lawyer Mark O'Con-
nor, was told by Polish authorities he could not visit
these witnesses and take testimony.)

B Kurt Franz, imprisoned former leader of the
guard unit at Tr:blmka, (recall there. were. only 80

(Continued on page 10)

Letter:Anderson and Van Atta column ‘smacks of disinformation’

Following is the full text of a letier
written by Dr. Taras Hunczak,
professor of history ai  Ruigers
University and direcior of the New
York-based Ukrainian Research and
Documentation Center, to The
Washington Post regarding a
Sepiember 7 syndicated column by Jack
Anderson which labelled the late
Yaroslav  Steizko, leader of the
Organization of Ukrainian Nationa-
lists, a "Nazi collaborator” and said
“Stetzko's thugs were responsible for
the slaughter of 7,000 Jews in the city of
Lvov alone.” Dr. Hunczak's letter was
not published by The Post.

| read the Jack Anderson and Dale
Van Atta column titled “Warm Praise
for ‘Herces' ™ (September 7) with
dismay and disappointment. It seems
hard to ‘believe that a respected
journalist of Mr. Anderson’s stature
would sign his name to something that

15 completely false and smacks of
mation. Asan I reader
of Mr. Anderson’s column, 1 find this
disturbing. 1 am refering specifically to
the part of the column which deals with
Yaroslav Stetzko.
‘Having studied the problems of
World War 11 for some 25 years, | can

authorities, shocked by this unexpected
act, tried to pressure Mr. Stetzko and
Stepan Bandera (the leader of the OUN)
to withdraw the proclamation, since the
establishment of a Ukrainian state was
contrary to Hitler's plans. The archival
documents prove conclusively that the
leadershlp of OUN rejected the Nazi

ds. For this stand Bandera and

state with certainty the following:

|. Mr. Stetzko was, indeed, a freedom
fighter who dedicated his entire life to
the cause of national independence of
the Ukrainian people. Congressman
Jack Kemp’s statement to that effect in
the Congressional Record was more a
statement of fact than praise for a
lifelong service of a dedicated man.

2. On June 30, 1941, Mr. Stetzko,
acting on instructions of the
Organization of Ukrainian Nationalists
(OUN), proclaimed in the city of Lviv
the re-establishment of an independent
Ukrainian state. The German

time for Thanksgiving?

Thank you .ind God keep you all.

Urgent appeal

Thanksgiving, a time to be grateful, a time for families to be together will
soon be upon us. We as a family wish to thank each and every one of you for
your prayers, kindness and good deeds toward us.

We ask you for one more small favor. Won't you please take the time to
write to John Demjanjuk today — that he might receive your note or card in

Write to Mr. John Demjanjuk, ¢/o Aya]on Prison, Ramla, lsrael

— Mrs. \fera Demjanjuk and family

Stetzko were arrested and sent to the
Sachsenhausen concentration camp on
September 15, 1941. At the same time a
Nazi dragnet sent hundreds of Bandera
followers to jails and concentration
camps. Some were executed. The
German archives provide ample
evidence for that. | might add that both
brothers of Bandera were murdered at
Auschwitz.

In light of the foregoing facts, which
are incontrovertible, how can any
responsible man accuse Mr. Stetzko of
collaboration with Nazi Germany?
Enlisting the support of the would-be
“respected historian Charles Allen,”
who supposedly knows something
about the Ukrainian problems of WW1I
is too embarrassing for me even to
comment upon. | am quite familiar with
his  writings, but 1 would never
recommend them to anyone as a source
of reliable information. Mr. Allen’s
brochure “Concentration Camps,
U.S.A." (published in 1966), dealing
with the United States of the 1950s and
%60s may be a good yardstick by which
to Mr. Allen’s quality of work.

3. Certainly the most irresponsible
statement in the column concerns the

alleged complicity of Mr. Stetzko in the
murder of Jews. The article states that
“Stetzko’s thugs [presumably members
of the OUN] were responsible for the
slaughter of 7,000 Jews in the city of
Lvov..." I find it reprehensible that such
a damaging statement can be made
without a careful examination of
evidence. The facts were tragic enough
to create additional victims 45 years
later.

The facts concerning the tragic event
were reported by the chiel of the
German Security Police on July 16,
1941. The report states very clearly that
it was the Security Police
(Sicherheitspolizei) that herded
together and executed 7,000 Jews
(Bundesarchiv, Koblenz, R58/214, p.
191 — of enclosure). Obviously neither
Mr. Stetzko nor the OUN had any-
thing to do with this atrocity.

Reflecting upon Mr. Anderson’s
column | concluded that this type of
writing brings us a step closer to the
Soviet rewriting of history of WWII
which has very little to do with histo-
rical objectivity. Surely your readers
deserve better.

Taras Hunczak

professor of history, Rutgers University
‘director. Ukrainian Research and
Documentation Center

New York
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For the record: keynote addresses, plus a photo fo"ow-up on “'Uk

Below are excerpis of addresses
delivered on October 4 at the banquet
during the “Ukrainian Woman in Two
Worlds " conference held in Princeton,
N.J., by William H. Courtney, consul
general-designate for the U.S. Consu-
late in Kiev, and Rep. Jim Courter (R-
NJ)

by William H. Courtney

AW&& November,
President Reagan neral Secre-

tary Gorbachev agreed to broaden
exchanges and contacts between Ame-

rican and Soviet citizens. They called
for bold, innovative programs. Some
notable exchanges have already taken
place — the tours of Kiev-born pianist
Viadimir Horowitz and of the Kirov
Ballet.

Arranging balanced exchanges —
contacts free from propaganda and
manipulation — is not easy, but a start
has been made. U.S.-Soviet exchanges
are probing the frontiers of world
scicnce, nurluring new generations of
American specialists on the Soviet
Union, and _ increasing awareness of
cultural achie E are
helping to break down bam:rs. lessen
distrust and reduce secrecy.

Not everyone, however, may share
these conclusions. Sgme argue that
exchanges bolster the Soviet regime by
legitimizing cultural and scientific
institutions whose real purpose is to
propagandize or to stifle g creati-
vny Some also argue that American
partici give away technology but
get nothing in return. These charges
deserve an answer, particularly now
that exchange programs are regaining
momentum, Our view, in short, is that
exchanges can be effective if they yielda
balance of benefits. Where they do not,
then exchanges should not go ahead.
lzt me try to Justlfy this conclusion by

g how exch serve Ameri-
can mter:sts and how more exchanges
with Ukraine and Ukrainians might
further bolster our interests.

Exchanges have historically been
affected by vicissitudes in the political

climate. So it has been in the 1980s. The
United States sharply reduced ex-
changes in response to the Soviet
invasion of Afghanistan in 1979, the
internal exile of Prof. Sakharov in 1980,
the imposition of martial law in Poland
in 1981, and the shootdown of Korean
Airlines flight 007 in 1983. There were
private American reactions as well. In
1980 many American scientists declined
on human-rights grounds to participate
in exchanges. Expressions of concern
by the National Academy of Sciences
may have had a positive impact on how
Dr. Sakharov was treated.

The downturn in exchanges was one
of a number of ways Americans voiced
their concerns about distressing Soviet

the Soviets were stalling on progress
with the United States, in apparent
retaliation for NATO's response to the
threatening Soviet build-up of SS-20
missiles. But last year things started to
loosen. An agreement on world ocean
study was renewed, and projects were
launched under the housing agreement.

Then, ai the Geneva summit, Secre-

tary of State Shultz and Foreign Mi-

nister Shevardnadze signed a new
accord marking the resumption of
official academic and cultural ex-
changes. The accord provides for both
sides to facilitate exchanges in perform-
ing arts, exhibits, television and film,
publications, science and technology,
and many other fields. President Rea-

...exchanges can be effective if they yield a balance of
benefits. Where they do not, then exchanges should

not go ahead.

actions. Nonetheless, we recognized
that eventually a fall-off in exchanges
would impede us from learning more
about the Soviet Union and from
exposing Soviet citizens to Western

gan and General Secretary Gorbachev
also endorsed a new, broad-based initia-
tive to expand direct contact between
citizens of both countries, particularly
the )roung Thls program, called the
Presid hanges [Initiative, en-

ideas. Moreover, buildi d
and more durable r:lanonsh:p with the
Soviet Union had to begin with concrete
if modest steps.

Thus, in a June 1984 address to a
Smithsonian gathering on U.S.-Soviet
exchanges, President Reagan outlined
proposals to strengthen the U.S.-Soviet
dialogue. These 1nc]udcd renegotiation
of the g 1 2 and
mn\ngoranon of agreemenls on envi-
ronmental protection, housing, health
and agriculture. At that time, however,

courages op honest
tions and opportunities for peoples to
get to know each other directly.

In Geneva the two leaders stressed the
value of research aimed at utilizing
thermonuclear fusion for peaceful
purposes. A joint statement issued after
the meeting advocated the widest possi-
ble international cooperation to obtain
this potentially inexhaustible energy.
source. The United States and the

(Continued on page 13)

by Rep. Jim Courter

1 like the theme for your conference,
that of the “Woman in Two Worlds.™
That expresses so much better than
could I the dilemmas — at once chal-
lenging and distressing — which you
face as Americans whose roots are in a
culture that is rich, ancient and vibrant,
but also geographically distant and
suppressed by some of the world’s most
adept tyrants.

You have spent today immersed
chiefly in one of those worlds, that of
modern America: how best to contri-
bute to it, how best to benefit from it.
That pleases me, for | know that, both
here in American cities and in the
venerable homeland, Ukrainian women
comprise an impressive percentage of
the working physicians, historians,
engineers, scientists and poets. Along-

=

side those contributions in the sciences
and arts, Ukrainian women are making
many others of equal importance: the
strengthening of the family, and the
perpetuation of religious faith and
traditional Ukrainian culture.

American Ukrainians are also in-
volved in continuous efforts on behalfl
of family members. And their attempts,
your attempts, to bridge from this
Ukrainian world to the other inside the
USSR are of close interest to all of you.
They are of close interest to us in Con-
gress, too, in part because of your many
:I’foﬁs in the political realm.

When a congressional letter to Ge-
neral Secretary Gorbachev about the
persecution of Yuriy Shukhevych was
circulated in the House in late May,
more than 50 of my colleagues joined in
signing it. Almost half of the U.S.
senators sent a letter of their own,

On Tuesday, we approved House
Concurrent Resolution 332, condemning
the Soviet Union's persecution of
members of the Ukrainian Helsinki
Monitoring Group. One hundred sixty
members of the House became co-
sponsors of that legislation in the
months which preceded the recent
vote.

By that resolution, you and | and
thousands of others asked the world to
take note of the systematic and utterly
heartless fashion in which Soviet autho-
rities have tried to destroy the Helsinki
monitoring group in Ukraine, as they
have in other parts of the USSR, in
Poland. in Czechoslovakia, and every-
where else.

The destruction of the monitoring
groups is evidence of the most reveal-
ing aspeet of Communist rule: its
totalist nature. However unfashionable
the use of the word may be in many elite

circles, “totalitarian™ is the only one
which fits the phenomenon, Totalita-
rian, meaning aiming at the complete
destruction of all eivie and social and

cultural opposition to Communist
plans and ideas. Totalitarian, meaning
that those who serve the system are
compelled by its logic to persecute not
only those who express doubts, but

those who — like the Helsinki moni- -

Lors — organize to protect the right even
to possess doubts. If political men and
news commentators and political scien-
tists resist use of the word “totalita-
rian” when they speak of Communist
rule, they render themselves incapable
of describing Communist rule. As onc
writer has correctly noted, you might as
well try to describe a desert without
using the word “sand.”

Communist rule varies in its violence,
but its totalist nature makes it as
broadly destructive to liberty in peace-
time as pre-war Nazi rule was to Ger-

those who died in Ukraine passed into
the next world without the roar of battle
in their ears. It was a silent enemy that
slew them. Ukraine had been a bread-
basket that nourished ancient Greece
and untold European generations there-
after, but in a matter of months millions
dicd of man-made hunger. Can anyone
cail that grimly prepared silence less evil
than war?

But there are men and women — free
men and women — in Ukraine who
matter more to us tonight than slaves
like Shcherbytsky, Their freedom lies
not in their painful political circum-
stances, but in the characteristics of
their souls. Their souls are alight in the

Communist rule varies in its violence, but its totalist
nature makes it as broadly destructive to liberty in
peacetime as pre-war Nazi rule was to German society.

man society. In Fascist ltaly and Ger-
many the Church, at least, enjoyed
limited moral and politicalindepen-
dence, independence which it may have
in contemporary Poland but which it
can only long for in contemporary
Rumania, or East Germany, or U-
kraine. The perfidy of Mussolini's rule
cannot be underestimated, but it did
not drive into exile a greater percentage
of the citizens than has the rule of
communism in a hall-dozen extant
Communist states.

It is shocking, but italso must be true,
that those who have endured Commu-
nist rule during the worst of its peace-
time destructive fits would have less fear
of war than those who have not. War is
only one form of depradation, The
genocide in Ukraine can never be laid-at
tht doorstep of any loreign aggressor,
Indeed, foreign states oltered food, and
were told there was no hunger, Muost of

Marxist darkness, bright with indepen-
dence, poetry and religion. Their
names are passed along hidden paths
that no secret policeman can ever
completely control. Their deeds of
resistance, their poems and their faith
are the lights of the national conscious-
ness.

People like Oksana Meshko, a frail
grandmother of 81 years. In 1976 she
dared to become a founding member of
the Ukrainian Public Group to Pro-
mote the Implementation of the Hel-
sinki Accords. The eve of the 1980
Olympic Games, symbol of interna-
tional good will, found her locked in a
psychiatric hospital

The Meshko name is a famous one,
but there are many others. At a mini-
mum, several dozen Ukrainians have
been punished in psychiatric hospitals
Scores of others have endured the more

{Continued on page 12)
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Hundreds pay
tribute to
D.C. pastor

by Natalie Sluzar

WASHINGTON — Hundreds of
Ukrainian Washingtonians paid tribute
on Sunday, September 14, to the Rev.
Joseph Denischuk on the 40th anni-

. wersary of his priesthood. Hundreds
more, including two metropolitans,
bishops and other well-wishers from all
over the United States and Canada sent
in their greetings.

The jubilee program began with a
liturgy of thanksgiving celebrated in the
Crypt Church of the National Shrine of
the Immaculate Conception. Cele-
brants included the Rev. John Syrota,
CSsR of Toronto, the Rev. Paul Gutrie
OFM of Washington, Msgr. Martin
Canavan, representing Metropolitan-
Archbishop Stephen Sulyk, the Rev.
Michael Bzdel CSsR, the Rev. Taras
Lonchyna of Washington and the Rev.
George Markewich of Baltimore.

The Rev. Bzdel, provincial of the
Redemptorist Fathers and a childhood
friend of the Rev, Denischuk, was the
homilist.

After the service, a banquet and
concert were held in the Holy Family

g - = : Surar
Clergy. and assistants during the liturgy of thanksgiving celebrated in the Crypt Church of the Immaculate Concep-
tion National Shrine on the occasion of the 40th anniversary of the Rev. Joseph Denischuk’s priesthood.

formed into an clegant dining room
with white table clothes, flower center-
pieces and candles on each table. The
program emcee was Phil Staruch,

The banquet program was diverse,

rous. The Holy Family Parish Choir,
directed by Prof. Mykola Kormeluk,
sang songs by Bortniansky and Leon
tovych. A bandura duo comprised of
Irena Andreadis and Halyna Kochno

veral Ukrainian folk songs. Mrs. An-
dreadis also performed a moving rendi-
tion of Hayvoronsky's “Duma,™accom-
panied by Prof. Olha Sushko-Nako-
nechny on the piano.

National Shrine Hall, which was trans-

ranging from the serious to the humo-

acc

panied Alicia And

(Continued on page 16)

dis in se-

- -
John Demjanjuk...
(Continued from page 7)
Ukrainians there) states he never knew an “Ivan the
Teariblexdhanshg ilvans he kpewasa camp guard was
a man about, 40, with prey in his hair. (Demjanjuk was
22 or 23 at the time.)

B Jean-Francois Steiner, the author of “Treblinka™
— a 1966 book based on survivors' testimony — also
wrote that Ivan died on August 2, 1943, knifed to
death by Jewish inmates.

B Avraham Goldfarb, a Treblinka survivor who
died last year, has described in an interview with a
student at Bar-llan University precisely how Ivan the
Terrible was slain: “We cut through the fence. Another
group ran to the gas chambers and killed Ivan the
Terrible and his comrade and threw them into the fire.
We burned the gas chambers,” Goldfarb's account did
not surface at Bar-llan until this year.

B Also this year, 85-year-old Spanish Civil War
veteran and Treblinka surviver Joaquin Garcia Ribes
surfaced in Spain, insisting Ivan was slain in the
August uprising: 1 need to let this be known to ease
my conscience. ‘Ivan the Terrible” died on August 2,
1943, and il they shoot Demjanjuk now, 1 will kill
myself because | couldn't forgive myself for not having
spoken up in time.” A student of the Holocaust,
Garcia Ribes escaped Treblinka before the camp up-
rising, yet insists: “But there is one unmistakable fact.
Five authors who have written about the Treblinka
horrors, with different stories, even though similar, all
agree about his death. He was killed by a man named
Adolfo, who ‘Ivan the Terrible’ choked to death, but
the victim had a chance to grab a knife that Ivan had
on his waist and stick u into his back.- This is a fact
described by everyone.”

B Chaim Sztajer, another survivor living in
Australia, signed a sworn statement in 1980 that Ivan
was still alive but identified lvan as another man.— a
Lithuanian American then living in Chicago. *

@ Even Ryan concedes (in a footnote) in his book
that, of the 17 Treblinka survivors he and his OSI staff
interviewed, 12 could not identify Demjanjuk from his
photographs, and some could not even rememberan
Ivan the Terrible,

In brief, as many Treblinka survivors claim “Ivan™
was killed in 1943 as say he survived the war. And the
number who do not identify Demjanjuk as “lvan" far
exceeds the number who do.. Upon such testimony,
should this man be sent to his death?

B Finally the Soviets, the source of the charge that'

John Demjanjuk was a Nazi collaborator, never even
suggested he wasat Treblinka. They still insist he wasa
camp guard at Sobiber, 100 miles distant.

But what of the identification-card from Trawniki,
with Demjanjuk’s phmugraph on it?ls that a KGB
forgery?

Consider. First, one expert who examined the card

found that an “umlaut”™ was missing on a word on the
1D card, and that the card used, instead of a separate
letter, a combination of letters not common in German
until about 1960. Second, the former paymaster at-
! Frawniki claims he never saw a card like this at the
camp: “Missing is the date of issue, missing is the place
of issue, missing is the officer’s signature.” Third, the
photograph of Demjanjuk on the card has been
tampered with; parts are blocked out. Demjanjuk —
from a blow-up of the photo — is wearing a Russian
tunic. Fourth, the photograph was obviously stapled
to some other document before being placed on the
card. Fifth, the seals on the card are misaligned — as
though separate documents were placed together.
Sixth, the 1D card gives Demjanjuk’s height as roughly
5 feet 9; he is actually 6 feet |. Seventh, we have no
card. The Soviets have only provided a photostatic
copy.
+ (In 1981, Ryan writes, experts for the prosecution
were given an opportunity to examine the card at the
Soviet Embassy in Washington and declared it to be
authentic. The original defense attorneys, he adds,
were given the same opportunity. Then, however, the
Soviets took the card back to Moscow.)

Other questions arise.

Is it plausible that this 22-year-old Ukrainian
conscript, captured in the Crimea in May of 1942,
could have become, within months, the legendary
monster at Treblinka, 1.000 kilometers away — from
whose barbarities even the seasoned killers of the
Third Reich recoiled in horror?

Assume Demjanjuk is the mass murderer, the sadist
who beat men to death with a six-foot length of pipe,
mutilated women and shoved thousands of children
into the gas chamber. Would he not, on entering the
United States, have quickly changed his last name

from the distinctive, recognizable Demjanjuk when he -

changed his first from Ivan to John?

If Ivan the Terrible was to Treblinka what the Angel
of Death, Dr. Josel Mengele, was to Auschwitz, why
did his name not appear on any known list of Nazi
war criminals?

The prosecution counters: Why would the KGB go
out of its way to frame an auto worker for the Ford
Motor Co. who was neither an outspoken anti-
Communist, nor a leader in the American Ukrainian
community? Cui bono? Who benefits? Excellent
question.

This is what Demjanjuk’s defenders believe to have
happened: Several years after he settled in the U.S,,
Demjanjuk’s wife went to see his mother in Ukraine,
to tell her her son was alive, that she had grand-
children~ in America. Word 'spread ' through the
vil{age: hvan Demjanjuk  survived!'Which came as a
shock 10 Soviet authoritics — wha-had been paying a

pension to the mother for her son missing in action in
The Great Patriotic War. The KGBcame to the house,
confiscated all family records and photographs —and
took away her pension. Within two years, news from
the Ukraine — the same publication the KGB used in
aneffort to frame another Ukrainian American, Ivan
Stebelsky of Denver, as a Nazi war criminal —
charged that John Demjanjuk, living in Cleveland,
was a Nazi collaborator.

When the Oifice of Special Investigations was
organized in 1979, it took custody of the records from
the Immigration and Naturalization Service,
including the News from Ukraine charge against
Demjanjuk and the reports from Israel that several
Treblinka- survivors had identified him as Ivan the

‘Terrible" after viewing a single wallet-size photo of

Demjanjuk from his 1951 visa.

At that point, Ryan, in the opinion of Demjanjuk’s
defenders, played directly into the hands of the KGB.
As Ryan himself writes in “Quiet Neighbors,” Norman
Moscowitz assigned to the Demjanjuk case —
asked Moscow for help: “Moscowitz sent a cable to
our embassy in Moscow. Did the Soviets have records
of Trawniki? Did any mention @ man named Ivan
Demjanjuk?”

Months later, Ryan got the answer he had been
praying lor. By an incredible coincidence, not only did
the Soviet Union have old forgotten files of Trawniki;
they had found a training camp identification card of
the very lvan Demjanjuk abouwt whom Ryan had
ingquired. With Demjanjuk’s picture on it! Ryan was
exultant. And why not?

The KGB, which had first fingered Demjanjuk asa
war criminal, had now — guided by the brilliant
investigator-prosecutor Ryan — gone back and found
in its dusty files from World War 11 precisely the
documentary evidence Ryan suggested might be there.
And it had taken only six months to find the 1D card.
Or, as skeptics contend — only six months for the
KGB forgery factory to create one,

Thus far, the Soviets have refused to turn over the
original card to Israel for the prosecution of Demjan-
juk. Why? Unless the card isa KGB forgery that would
blow the seven-year Demjanjuk case to smithereens —
and turn press atlention upon those who forged it, and
those taken in by it.

In the last nine years, John Demjanjuk’s life has
been utterly, totally, destroyed. He has been humi-
liated, disgraced, vilified as virtually no other
American of his time; bankrupted, imprisoned,
extradited to stand lrml in the same cage as Adolf
Eichmann. A stigma has been placed on his family and
name forever, Heisgulngdounm history as one of the
great sadistic monsters in one of the greatest mass
atrocities in human history. If John Demjanjuk is
“Ivan the Terrible” he deserves it all. i he is not, then
— in this writer’s judgment — John Demjanjuk may
be the victim of an- American Dreyfus case.
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Author of...

(Continted from page 1)
October 7 by Oxford University Press,
takes a comprehensive look at Joseph
Stalin’s collectivization policies, and the
Ukrainian famine of 1932-33, according
to Dr. Conquest. He has authored
several other books on the Soviet
Union, especially dealing with the
Stalin regime, such as “The Great
Terror,” “The Nation Killers,” “Inside
Stalin's Secret Police: NKVD Politics,
1936-39" and “Where Marx Went
Wrong.™ He has also written poetry and
fiction.

A senior research fellow at the
Hoover Institution at Stanford Univer-
sity, Dr. Conguest holds a doctor of
letters from Oxford University and is
affiliated with a number of other univer-
sities, including the Ukrainian Research
Institute at Harvard University.

Speaking to an enthusiastic crowd of
over 250 invited guests, Dr. Conquest
spoke about the reasons for dekulakiza-
tion, collectivization, the Ukrainian
famine of 1932-33 and why it was so
largely ignored in the West — the main
themes explored in “The Harvest of
Sorrow.” The evening with Dr. Con-
quest was sponsored by the Ukrainian
National Association, Oxford Univer-
sity Press and the Ukrainian [nstitute of
America, according to Walter Nazare:
wicz, president of the UIA, who wel-
comed the guests to the function. The
prime sponsors of the book were the
Harvard University Ukrainian Re-
search Institute and the UNA,

Introduced by Victor Rud, assistant
director of the Harvard Ukrainian Re-
search lnstitute, Dr. Conquest began
his address by stating that Ukrainians
have accomplished more than they
realize in having the story of the famine
known in the West,

“Your community has gradually
done constant work, penetrated further
into the American consciousness, and
perhaps Europe, too, than possibly you

such, and his war on this class of people
reflected his attitude. Dr. Conquest said
he believes collectivization occurred in
the Soviet Union primarily because the
regime wanted to get its hands on the
grain of the people. Thus, they rounded
them up, took away their property, and
established the collective farm,

1t is after this period that history sees
the “terror-famine.”

“The terror-famine is a very different
event from dekulakization and collec-
tivization. The Communists justified
the dekulakization and collectivization
on political and social grounds. They
did not find it possible to justify the
famine. They still deny its existence,”
Dr. Conquest stressed.

The terror-famine occurred primarily
as a way of breaking the will of the
Ukrainian peasantry. Stalin had faced
some of the greatest opposition to his
collectivization policies in Ukraine. He
did see Ukraine as a peasant country but
with an advanced intelligentsia and a

realize. 1 find a much greater
to know what is going on. Some people
are ready to hear it (the story of the
famine).™

In order to have a grasp on the
famine, one must go back to the period
of dekulakization and the initial attack
on the peasantry. Itis there one finds the
beginnings of the 1932-33 tragedy.

“The first terror was the dekulakiza-
tion. It was a huge, horrible blow for the
peasantry as such which hit Ukraine
particularly hard. This really was the
first phase of the terror against the
peasant,” Dr. Conquest stressed. Nearly
10 million people were stripped of their
belongings and many of them shipped
off to Siberia and other regions of the
USSR,

“I find (today) that people, even those
who are knowledgeable, confuse the
relationship between collectivization,
dekulakization and the famine,” Dr.
Conguest said. “You still getin the West
the notion of the rich kulak,” and that
nearly 10 million of them were wiped
out by their laborers.

“This is a total fantasy. The kulak was
originally just a moneylender.” In
actuality, by 1925 most of them were
climinated by the regime. Afterwards,
the term was applied loosely to anyone
who owned a cow or a horse or who
showed the slightest sign of prosperity
Dekulakization essentially happened,
Dr. Conquest said, because in Marxist-
Leninist ideology, “You must have a
power struggle, therefore, you must
have the kulak, you must have an encmy
class.™

The next step in the attack on the
peasant, Dr. Congquest said, was collec-
tivization, and it is here that btahin's
personal psyche played a large part.

Stalin was against the peasaniry as

firmly blished Church, Dr. Con-
quest said. For Stalin, “the national
question was basically the peasant
question.”

He could not afford to have opposi-
tion to his policies in Ukraine. The
reason for this concernabout Ukrainian
opposition can be seen in a statement
made much earlier by a leader of the
Black Hundreds (tsarist loyalists),
stated Dr. Conquest, quoting the re-
mark: “The Russian Empire could
survive without Poland, without Cau-
casia, without the Baltie states, but not
without Ukraine.” One would only have
to look at a map to see this as true, the
author stressed.

“Whoever rules in Moscow cannot
give Ukrainian nationality more than
a certain amount of leeway. And U-

The author autographs copies of “The Harvest of Sorrow.”

the time. Some journalists, most gla-
ringly Walter Duranty, the Moscow
correspondent for The New York
Times, did not report the famine. In his
reports from the Soviet Union, Mr.
Duranty wrote there was no famine,
that all was well in Ukraine. Privately,
however, he told British intelligence that
at least 7 million, and perhaps as many
as 10 million, peasants had starved to
death in Ukraine,

This he did “for cheap careerist
reasons, not even ideological reasons,”
Dr. Conquest stated. “He was lying and
he knew it.” Mr. Duranty subsequently
won a Pulitzer Prize for his reports from
Moscow.

Academics such as Beatrice and -

Sidney Webb also denied the existence
of a famine, basing their arguments on
official Soviet documents., '

“It never occurred to them that an
official document could be faked. The
naivete was incredible,” Dr. Conquest
said.

There were others, however, like
Malcolm Muggeridge of Britain’s Man-
chester Guardian “who visited the
countryside, and reported accurately
about the famine.” Other people who
visited Ukraine, who saw signs of the
famine, wrote to the U.S. State Depart-
ment to confirm the facts.

“The State Department got a lot of
letters from innocent Americans. The
State Department said: ‘It's not our
policy to comment on these matters’”
Dr. Cenguest noted, adding that the
department would quite often refer
them to reports of various journalists,
and sometimes even those of Walter
Duranty. The famine was not, however,
totally suppressed within the U.5.
government, and there are examples of
it being mentioned in the Congressional

kraine, in Stalin’s view, had not b
sufficiently dependant (on the regime).
This terror did reduce it, and I think its
fair to say that Stalin to some extent did
achieve his aim for the ime being — to
crush Ukraine.”

One of the main reasons it has taken
the West such a long time to let the
famine penetrate its consciousness is,
“it's such an extraordinary thing that
people have disbelieved it.™ This is
coupled with a period of history in
which the events “are a bit compli-
cated,” Dr. Conquest stated.

And then there was Stalin.

Stated Dr. Conquest, “Stalin was
able to confuse the issues.” He had two
sides, Dr. Conguest stressed and the one
which he showed publicly feigned a
caring lur human lite. “This was Stalin’s
public manner from which he never
diverted.”

But part of the blame for the West'’s
lack of acknowledgement must alse lie
with the journalists and, paliticians of

Record, ¢ d the author.

To further understand why the U.5
government didnt want to publicly
address the issue of the famine, even
though it hadn't yet recognized the
Soviet Union, one must look at the
political mood in the country at the
time, Dr. Conquest continued.

“It was not merely the State Depart-
ment, not merely the administration,
but the whole mood. Large parts of the
United States were in favor of recogniz-
ing the Soviet Union and therefore
didn't want to hear anything bad about
i

But the politicians themselves, despite
the knowledge that so many people
were dying in Ukraine, were duped by
the Soviet authonues, Dr. Conquest
said. A perfect example ol this was the
Potemkin villages, show villages that
were set up for foreign dignitaries who
toured the Sovigt Union and Ukraine.
There they would see children eating
chicken and rice, leading normal, happy

lives. Commenting on this, Dr. Con-

_quest quoted Vasily Grossman, the

Russian Jewish novelist, who observed
“Chickens? In our village, we'd eaten
all the worms.™

The Western public then, those
people living in New York or London

. during the years of the famine, got three

stories about the famine from various
newspaper reports and government
officials. The first was that there was no
famine; the second — perhaps there was
a famine, but it wasn™ very great. “And
then you got the true story,” Dr.
Conguest  stressed, The normal man,
without an education of the Soviet
Union or Ukraine, didn't know 1 want to
believe.”

“The ordinary man on the street in
one sense cannot be blamed. It was a
complicated story and he didn't know
which was true. Now the intellect who
wanted to know should have worked to
know. The journalists should have
insisted on getting the facts. There is a
cadre that one can blame and the rest
are people who were ignorant, largely
through no fault of their own and
incapable of bothering about what went
on thousands of miles away,” the author
asserted,

The events of 1932-33 have Lo have
some kind of effect on today’s political
power balance. According to Mr. Rud,
the publication of “The Harvest of
Sorrow™ will “serve as the catalyst,
hopefully, for the realignment of some
traditional American and, in general,
Western thinking of the Soviet Union.”

And, as Dr. Conguest stated, “It's
difficult to negotiate with (people) who
are suppressing a large part of their own
past. It's not only that the famine znd
the wholeé terror ag:ii'l'lsr' the peasaniry
and the collectivization are part of
Soviet history — a part of the history of
the Communist Party, a big, huge part
of the history, one of the most impor-
tant events that they've repressed in
their own minds — but this is bound to
have a terribly distorting effect on their
decency, their common sense, anything
else they might have, their rationale
even. And when we talk of history,
people do not live down their histories,
They are a product of their histories,
The party is a product of what went on
in the "30s."

His main impetus for wnting the
book, Dr. Conquest said, was, prima-
rily “1o educate mysel{.” He explained,
“I'm very inquisitive. | like to look at
periods which | don know about™
Sccondly, he wanted to write a general
history of the period, which would
“establish the facts beyond dispute™ that
the famine of 1932-33did indeed occur;
that it was, indeed, man-made.

As for the emotional side of working
on a history of such a horrible period,
Dr. Conguest told The Weekly, "1t was
very harrowing for me personally. 1 was
almost in tears when reading some of
the material. It gave me a great fecling
for the Ukrainian people.” By writing
the book he said he felt he had contri-
buted to “the truth.”

As for the objectivity of his work,
during a question-and-answer period
following his speech, Dr. Conquest said
that emotions and objectivity do not
necessary have to clash when one writes
about past events.

“It's mot incompatible at all with
objectivity, It's a well-known era of
history. Most of the best historians have
had strong opinions, feelings — and
said so. It's the man who affects ta be
objective who is hiding his opinions in
my view. |'ve never read a good history
where the man’s opinions weren't clear,
But he offers the facts for others for
judgement. One is bound to have
feelings. Once you know what you feel,
the more strongly you present the case ™
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Chrnobyl...
- 'Continued from page 2)
C¢ menting on the quick pace of
cons ction Mr. Lee in a September 27
artic n The Post, stated:

“\  stern diplomats said that the

Sovi  Union is seeking to start energy
prod ton at Chornobyi early for two
reasc : First, to draw to an end a
natic | tragedy that attracted world-
wide tention and, secondly, to bring
ener; supplies to the area served by the
react  before winter.”

Pr da said that nuclear reactor

o 51’n the UNA

nsure and
be sure

specialists have made a special film to
brief experts and workers who will
return to the site about the practical
dangers they will face. The film will
serve “as a kind of compass™ and keep
workers away from “the most dan-
gerous spots of radiation” in the vicinity
of the reactor, Pravda reported.
Workers ‘will be housed in specially
built units near the reactor and will
rotate every two weeks out of the area,
according to Western diplomats who
were briefed about the start-up of work

_ at,Chornobyl.

As work has proceeded at Chor-
nobyl, Pravda stated that laborers faced
“no small difficulties™ in adding several
more meters of wall around the da-
maged reactor. And it was a "no less
complicated task of roofing the des-
troyed unit,” the newspaper continued.
As of two weeks ago, workers were
taking “the greatest pains” to clear the
roof of radioactive debris, Pravda said.

Soviet and Western experts have

agreed, however, that the area around
the plant will not be habitable for years
1o come.

Al least 13reactors of the Chornobyl
type have been shut down for modifica-
tions,” Soviet authorities told an inter-
national conference on the Chornobyl
accident in Vienna last month.

According to official Soviet figures,
some 31 people have died as a result of
the April 26 accident and 135,000 were
evacuated from the area around Chor-
nobyl.

In other news, workers building a
temporary settlement for operators of
the Chornobyl plant found the site
littered with World War 11 mines. Army
experts had to be called in to explode
them, reported the Associated Press on
October 4.

The Defense Ministry newspaper,
Krasnaya Zvezda, said the mines had
been found at Zeleny Mys, outside the
18-mile evacuation zone, on the west
shore of the Kiev Reservoir.
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Courter...

(Continued from page 8)

usual methods — labor camps and
prisons. Yuriy Lytvyn died ind camp in
Perm. He had dared to favor peaceful
Ukrainian secession from the USSR, a
right guaranteed by the Soviet Constitu-
tion. Stefania Shabatura was sentenced
for “anti-Soviet agitation and propa-
ganda.” She is an artist who has been
barred from the Artists’ Union, and a
woman who has been prevented —
despite the Constitution and the Hel-
sinki Accords — from emigrating to
marry her Canadian fiance.

These Ukrainians were not p
by Stalin, but by the successors of
Stalin. Tell them about “de-Staliniza-
tion,” and they will ask, perhaps, just
what that means and when it might
begin. 1t is quite true that the methods
of communism in Ukraine are less
murderous than before. But they are not
less systematic or less destructive of the
best things in the human heart.

1 salute you who continue to resist.
Your labors, God willing, may bear
fruit. | salute those of you who write to
the Congress, who carry on with social
and political and community organiza-
tion, who put together The Ukrainian
Weekly year after year in Jersey City. |
salute those ‘of 'vou who struggle to
maintdin, doross-long geographical
distances and over-high political walls,
the bonds which hold together families
and friends. You are indeed women of
two worlds. 1 wish you the best for your
lives in both of them.

John Denver...

(Continued from page 2)
Consulate, teams of U.S. experts must
be allowed to measure the radiation
levels.

According to a letter from Kiev
Consul General-designate William H.
Courtney, “We will-not send personnel
to Kiev until we can be certain of their
safety. As yet we have no independent.

thad

! Ifoqﬁ.urrmuo.nnp the leyels of radiation

to which our personnel might be ex-

' posed. We hope that Soviet authorities

will soon allow us to send experts to
Kiev to make an assessment.”

The radiation issue is one of the few
sticking points remaining to be resolved
before-the U.S. Consulate can become

operational, Mr. Courtney told The
Weekly.

Dr. Gale told reporters that he and
Mr. Hi -will carry medical equip-

ment to the Soviet Union, including
several thousand kits to test the amount
of radiation ina person’s thyroid, “We 1l
start the follow-up of the thousands of
people who were exposed,” Mr. Ham-
mer said.

Dr. Gale will also return to the United
States with blood samples to be pro-
cessed through sophisticated American
machines that provide radiation levels.

“They (Soviet physicians) are trying
to figure out who got what dose,” Dr,
Gale said in an AP interview.

Dr. Gale and Mr. Hammer will travel
to Moscow before going on to Kiev.

The
Ukrainian
Weekly:

a 50-year tradition

of news
and features
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Courtney...

(Continued from page 8)

Soviet Union are now discussing with
Western European nations and Japan
further steps for multilateral coopera-
tion. U.S.-Soviet programs in environ-
menial protection and research were
updated, and projects were launched for
controlling air pollution, bettering the
urban environment and protecting the
marine environment.

While some exchanges are sponsored
by the U.S. government, growing num-
bers are privately linanced or managed.
Scme strictly private efforts — such as
the Goodwill Games in 1985 and televi-
sion hook-ups with Phil Donahue and
Vladimir Posner — have spurred media
coverage and public debate,

Less in the public eye, but influential,
are the Dartmouth and United Nations
Association exchanges. Panels of dis-
tinguished privaie Americans meet
several times a year with Soviet officials
and academics to discuss foreign policy
and economic issues, These talks some-
times surface informal ideas relevant to
current policy, and they help key
Soviets understand better the bases of
American policy. The seizure of Ameri-
can journalist Nick Daniloff — and the
outrage it provoked among all Ameri-
cans — reminds us again of how Soviet
officials can misunderstand American
values that underly our policy. More
exchanges of the Dartmouth and U.N.
Association variety can help reduce
these misperceptions,

With regard to the President’s Ex-
changes Initiative, the U.S. Informa-
tion Agency is helping private Ame-
ricans develop exchanges. Six projects
are initial priorities: 1) exchanges and
software developr for el ¥
and secondary schoals; 2) exchanges of
professors of history, culture and
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economics; 3) scholarships in the
sciences, humanities and technology; 4)
promotion of Russian and English
language studies; 5) expansion of con-
tacts in sports; and 6) cooperation in
cancer research.

Last August we and the Soviets
agreed on an exchange of 10 students of
Phillips Andover academy who will
spend a year in the USSR, and 10
students from Novosibirsk who will
come to Phillips Andover. This is the
first exchange ever involving secondary
school students. We hope that more and
large-scale exchanges of teenagers can
be arranged.

In the sciences iwo privately admi-
nistered efforts rely in whole or in part
on government resources: the programs
of the National Academy of Sciences
(NAS) and the International Research
and Exchanges Board (IREX). Last
Apnil the NAS reached a pact with the
Soviet Academy that should provide
U.S. scientists with broader access to
Soviet scientists, facilities, data bases
and geographic areas. The IREX pro-
gram supports the exchange of scholars
in many ficlds, including social and
natural sciences, Last year more than
100 graduate students, young faculty
scholars and language teachers were
exchanged in each direction.

Where does all this leave exchanges
with Ukraine and Ukrainians? U.S.-
Soviet exchanges today involve them
only indirectly. For instance, we hope
an exhibit on the information and
communications revolution can visit
Kiev next spring. Each year a few
American scholars and students work in
Ukraine. But for many reasons —
including the centralization of authority
and archives in the USSR — too few
exchanges have involved the non-
Russian republics. Yet, Westerners who
visit only Moscow and Leningrad,

Paid pol. ad
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Place: ST. GEORGE SCHOOL AUDITORIUM
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where most exchanges are centered,
may gain a distorted picture of life in the
USSR. No one should think, for ex-
ample, that Kiev isa replica of Moscow,
or that Ukraine is Russia writ small.

Efforts to broaden exchanges in
Ukraine and other non-Russian re-
publics are worthwhile, even if progress
is slow: Balanced exchanges could allow
more Ukrainians in the USSR to see the
Western way of life and learn about
Western ideas; in return Americans
could learn more about developments
in Ukraine and the USSR.

® Exchanges of teachers and stu-
dents of the Ukrainian language would
increase awareness in America of this
important Slavic tongue. Exchanges of
teenagers would broaden the honizons
of future leaders.

® Exchanges of American specialists
on Ukraine and Ukrainian experts on
America would advance scholarship
and enhance knowledge of Ukraine in
the West,

® Museum-to-museum loan ex-
changes of artifacts that are otherwise
unavailable for viewing in the West
would enhance awareness of Ukrainian
culture.

B Ties in professional fields might
play new roles. American schools of
agriculture could seek links with Ukrai-
nian counterparts. Universities in se-
veral states with large Ukrainian Ameri-
can populations — SUNY, Ohio State,
Michigan State, Illinois — are linked
with Moscow State University. Pechaps
they and other schools might be willing
to pursue equivalent ties with Ukrainian

institutions. Interchanges bet: cen
engineering socicties might als  be
fruitful.

These are only a few ideas. The
Ukrainian American community un-
doubtedly has more. There may be
hesitation for fear that exchanges might
be urequal. This concern is under-1an-
dable. No one wants Potemkir ex-
changes. No one wants excha ges

between talented Americans and
Soviets whose art or writings are d .lin-
guished only by their adherence 1. the

official line. No scholar wants to arrive
in the USSR only to find pron ised
archives put off limits,

To these problems, hard negotiz
and reciprocal implementation a:
only solutions. Good will alone do
produce balanced exchanges. V
the Soviets are prepared to 1
cxchanges worthwhile, both side
benefit. Where they are not, then
should exchanges go forward” W
help private organizations in dey
ing exchanges. USIA has a lon
perience with cultural exchanges
the Department of State with scie
exchanges. When the Consulate
neral in Kiev is established, it, too
be prepared to assist.
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In summing up why we thin! ba-
lanced exchanges can serve Ame can
interests, | would like to quote | resi-
dent Reagan: “Civilized people e cry-
where have a stake in keeping contacts,
communication and creativity as bi vad,
deep and free as possible.”

Avenue 5.E.. Washington, D.C. 20746.

With profound sorrow we inform our friends. relatives
and the Ukrainian Community that

ANDREW BIELOPOLE

passed away on September 30th, 1986.

Funeral Service wers held Octobar 6th, 1986 at 11 A.M. at “Sanctuary”. Ukrainiz |
National Funeral Service, 4111 Pennsylvania Avenue 5.E., Washington, D.C. Laid
eternal rest at Ukrainian National Memorial Cemetery of U.S.A. 4111 Pennsylvar
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In Sorrow:
Daughter — HELGA and family
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Ukrainian Canadian...
{Continued from page 5)
15 “nowhere near the kind ol money
needed to do some of the things that the
congress would like us to do.” Dr.
Cipywnyk, in advocating a long-range
financial strategy for the UCC, pointed
out that his provincial council alone
spends close to $1 million annually.
“We (the national UCC) need far more
money than what we have now,” he
said.

Asked what kind of ties he plans to
maintain with a splintered Ukrainian
community in the United States, Dr.
Cipywnyk, who acknowledged he
knows little about the gulf between the
Ukrainian American Coordinating
Council and the Ukrainian Congress
Committee of America, said he would
like to have a “very close working
relationship™ with Ukrainian American
groups.

“Perhaps the first thing forme todo is
find out something about them, and
secondly, find out who are the contacts,
who are the pushers and pullers,and the
high priests in that system. And then
well get together with them and say
0.K. — whatare the commonalities and
where can we start building bridges with
you to enhance our activities.”

Lt [oF9 B
#77 ' Memorial service

The delegates spent most of their
three or four days in Winnipeg en-
sconced in the Westin Hotel, the site of
the congress. The only event held
outside of the downtown hotel was a
memorial service commemorating the
125th anmiversary of the death of Taras
IShevchenko and the'25th aniniversary of’
‘the erection of a monument to the poet
in Winnipeg.

More than 300 delegates and local
Ukrainians braved near-freezing tem-
peratures during the 90-minute service
in front of the Taras Shevchenko
monument near the Manitoba Legisla-
ture buildings.

Prof. Jaroslaw Rozumnyj, the head
of the University of Manitoba Slavic
Studies Department, spoke in Ukrai-
man and English to the crowd about the
significance of the monument to Ukrai-
nians in Canada.

Referring to the monument as a
symbol of freedom, Prof. Rozumnyj
said: "How ironic it is that Winnipeg —
the twin city of Lviv — has a monu-
ment of Shevchenko and Lviv does

not.
Minister’s speech

There seemed to be a consensus

among delegates that the most inspiring
speech given by a government official at
the congress was the Sunday dinner
address by Manitoba Energy and Mines
Minister Wilson Parasivk, the first
Ukrainian Canadian to be selected as a
Rhodes Scholar.

Mr. Parasiuk, who is one of six
Ukrainians in the Provincial Cabinet.
told an enthusiastic banquet audience
that he considers the Ukrainian com-
munity a “very determined group of
people.”

Referring to the five other Ukrai-
nians in the Cabinet as “100 percent
‘nashi’,” Mr. Parasiuk said he would
like to see more women involved in the
political process.

“What we have done has improved
tremendously because of the perspec-
tives brought by women. Women's
issues are fundamental to us all.”

The minister told delegates that more
attention needs to be devoted by groups
such as Ukrainians to end race discri-
mination. “Ukrainians should be in the
forefront of fighting for justice for all,™
he said.

Mr. Parasiuk pledged to take to th:
Cabinet the needs of the

PM snubs...

(Continued from page 5)
sion of Inquiry on war criminals,
which was a major topic of discus-
sion at the Thanksgiving weekend
parley.

The missive to the prime minister
wenl on to say that the governmeént’s
handling of the invitation indicated a
“surprising indifference Lo the sensi-
tivities™ of the umbrella group.

The Winnipeg-based Ukrainian
Canadian Commiitee says it repre-
sents the interests of more than
600,000 Ukrainians in Canada. There
are 35 local branches of the UCC
operating in six provinces.

The letter was printed on sta-
tionery from UCC national head-
quarters. Although the chairperson
of the congress refused to allow the
ad hoc group to present the letter to
the congress for official sanction, it
was signed by several community
leaders, including newly elected UCC
president Dr. Dmytro Cipywnyk.

John Nowosad, the outgoing UCC

outlined in a document prepared by the
Ukrainian Ci
ittee, a UCC sub i
The watershed document, which
‘among other things demands a much
larger share of government largesse for
the Ukrainian community, was em-
braced by the ministér, who called it
“‘very exciting, provoking and
thorough.™

op

Veritable marketplace

Throughout the long weekend, U-
krainian community interest groups
and vendors turned the mezzanine level
of the hotel into a veritable market-
place. There were cassette tapes and
books on sale; several stalls with the
latest Ukraiman books; and seemingly
endless piles of complimentary Ukrai-
nian newspapers and flyers. The people
behind the Ukrainian record and book
stalls reported a brisk business throug-
out the weekend.

But the crowded floor was, as many
delegates poihted out, an exciting
meeting place for young and old Ukrai-
nian community activists.

Said one student delegate during a
briei moment stolen away from the
capacity-filled main meeting hall: *|
can't think of any other place like this,
where | can meet and talk with the
leaders of the Ukrainian community,
It's too bad we only get an opportu-
nity like this once every three years.”

In celebration of its Tenth Anniversary

The Ukrainian Museum

wishes to express gratitude and appreciation to the Ukrainian
Community for the continuous support and encouragement
it has received over the past decade.
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president, said he thinks the prime
minister was “afraid™ to face the
delegates because of the Ukrainian
community’s disappoimment with
some of the repercussions of the
federal war crimes probeé.** &

“They (the delegates) may have
asked some questions and he may not
have been able to answer them,” said
Mr. Nowosad in an interview.

Leaders from seven national East
European organizations joined
spokespeople from the Ukrainian
contmunity at a Saturday session on
the Deschenes Commission in assail-
ing the government for its “lack of
cooperation and consultation” with
the groups affected by the investiga-
tion.

Pierre Trudeau was the last prime
minister to speak to the congress, and
in 1983, the group was addressed by
former Liberal Minister of State for
Finance Roy Maclaren.

Several calls placed to the prime
minister’s office on Thursday and
Friday were not returned by aides
who promised to find out why Mr.
Mulroney had turned down the
UCC's speaking invitation.

Later this month, the prime mi-
nister is to appear at a Montreal gala
sponsored by the Canadian Italian
community, and Deputy Prime Mi-
nister Donald Mazankowsky is
slated to speak at a Toronto com-
memoration of the 30th anniversary
of the Hungarian revolution, accord-
ing ‘o the Publinet Information
Service.

Mr. Crombie defended the govern-
ment’s absence, saying Mr. Mul-
roney and his Cabinet were tied up
with “prior commitments.”

The minister said that his office
received 38 speaking invitations for
the Thanksgiving weekend (which, in
Canada, coincides with the Ameri-
can Columbus Day weekend), and
that he had already accepted four of
those invitations before the UCC
request had arrived,

“We went through all of the Ca-
binet ministers who were going to be
available, and 1t was difficult because
they all had made prior commit-
ments,” Mr. Crombie said in an

interview. “It won't happen again
because we're going to make sure |
that invitations are on time and
they're properly done,”

Bohdan Shulakewych, national
president of the Ukrainian Cana-
dian Professional and Busi Fe-
deration, called the prime minister’s
absence “most unfortunate™ because
it shows the government’s “naivete
and insensitivity to Ukrainian issues,”

The Edmonton businessman add-
ed that if he had been invited to
attend Friday's meeting with Mr.
Crombie, he “would have found a
reason not to attend.”

Sharan Carstairs, the leader of the
Liberal Party of Manitoba, who
greeted the congress at'Friday's
opening session, said she wasn't
surprised by the Tory government’s
handling of the speaking invitation
from the UCC.

Said Ms. Carstairs: “Jt's a further
indication of the lack of commit-
ment on the part of the Conservative
government to the whole field of
multiculturalism. It is indeed unfor-
tunate that they believe that multi-
culturalism, if it exists at all, only
exists in the city of Toronto.”

Ms. Carstairs said four members
of the federal Cabinet were in Winni-
peg on Friday,’ ]don‘l think it’s just
Ukrainians that “will_sé¢ this as a
snub; | think all Caniadians will.”

The new president of the UCC
thinks the government’s aloofness
with the Ukrainian community has
something to do with Canada’s desire
to bring about warmer relations with
the Soviet Union.

“One reason,” said Dr. Cipywnyk
in an interview, “may be the fact that
the Soviet Union is making very
dove-like overtures to Canada.

“If someone from government
comes over here (to the UCC con-
gress) they may have to say some-
thing that’s anti-Soviet. They don't
have to, bui il they feel that's the
expeclauon Lheyd rather not be-
cause they would consider that to be
poor timing.

“So 1 think its kind of out of
respect for the growing cooperative
efforts with the Soviet Union.”

In his Ukrainian-English keynote
banquet address Saturday, Mr. Witer
made no mention of the incident.
There was booing from several mem-
bers of the banquet audience and at
best polite applause from others after
the Toronto MPread a greeting from
Mr. Crombie

Mr. Witer told the banquet au-
dience that they need to work harder
to improve their communications
with the federal government.

The establishment of a Ukrainian
community lobbying office in O1-
tawa, Mr. Witer asserted, would help
get the community’s message across
to federal decision-makers.

“An important aspect of getting
the Ukrainian Canadian message
across is through effective lobbying,”
said Mr. Witer. “Members of Parlia-
ment — federal or provincial — are
not mind-readers. Because an issucis
critical or important to us does not
mean that same issuc is critical to 282
members of Parliament,

“Lobbying can provide leadership
to help government officials under-
stand better the Ukrainian question.”

THE UNA: MORE THAN
AN INSURANCE COMPANY
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Byelorussian...

(Continued from page 2)
language, writes Mr. Tarasau, “is an
open challenge to education, a manifest
display of arrogance towards one's
language and culture.”

The problem, of course, is that well-
educated parents, wishing the best for
their children, including a good
education, see nothing to be gained
‘from their children studying the
Byelorussian language. lmagine, writes
Mr. Tarasau, 11,000 parents coming to
the school authorities and demanding
that their childrén be freed of the
burden of studying physics or the
English language.

“To the Philistine mind, everything
can be useful in life — gymnastics,
figure skating, knowing how to play the

mandolin, the Chinese language — in

short. everything except the
Byclorussian language. As the parents
see it, what is to be gaized from it?
Where is it needed?”

“Perhaps,” suggests Mr. Tarasau, “if
our language figured in the entrance
examinations at all insnitulfi'gma of
higher education in the republic, then
the problem of ‘exemptions” would be
solved in one day.” Like the teacher
from Vitebsk, Mr. Tarasau is suggesting
that legislation be adopted that would
raise the status of Byelorussian in the
republic. “Why is it that only the
Byelorussian language is deprived of the
right of equality and obligatory study? "
he asks rhetorically.

This is obviously not the first time
that representatives of the Byelorussian

Students...
(Continued from page 6)

time was spenl raising money so that
work could be accomplished. Alumni
could assist in providing funds so that
the students can spend more time on
their projects and less on fund-raising.

The new executive board of SUSTA
has taken the first step in the establish-
ment of SUSTA Alumni. They invited
former SUSTA presidents to their first

board meeting held jn_Washington on
June 6 to discuss an alumni organiza-'

tion. A steering committee was formed,
and George Sierant, Kvitka Semany-
shyn, Bohdan Futey and this writer
provided the initial funds for the effort
and committed themselves to spear-
heading the project.

Now it is up to the tens of thousands
of SUSTA alumni scattered throughout
the United States to come the aid of
their organization. The board and the
steering committee need names and
current addresses of former SUSTA
members, particularly officers, so that
the project can be pursued. Any former
SUSTA members who are interested in
helping to organize the alumni or
simply wish to provide names and
addresses should write to Andrew Futey
at 2902 Porter St. N.W., Apt. 46,
Washington, D.C. 20008

The institution of SUSTA isaliveand
well after 33 years. Its present officers
and 1 bers have enth and are
committed to continuing the fine tradi-
tion of SUSTA. It is up to each student
and lormer student to ensure that
SUSTA, its accomplishments, its idea-
lism and its goals continue to survive
and prosper. Don't let down the organi-
zation that gave you so much. Respond
today.

\ligentsia have raised the problem of

the rdle and status of their language
and, more generally, the plight of
Byelorussian national culture in the

Soviet Union. These issues have been
discussed in the press as well as in
samizdat over the years.

More recently, at the writers' con-
gress in Moscow, Nil Hilevich put his
finger on “the strong contraction in the
sphere of utilization of the native
language in the republic, in the masses
of the population, and especially in the
schools — and now not only in the
urban but also in the rural schools™ —
as the “main reason” for the poor
quality of many works of literature
published in the republic.

Also worth noting in this connection
is the book-length Byelorussian samiz-
dat document titled “The Native Word
and Moral-Esthetic Progress™ that has
recently been published in the West.
One of the contributors to this work, the
title of which speaks for itself, suggests,
among other things, that Byelorussian
be declared the state language of the

2} o o o e et e e e

republic along with Russian, and that
the system of higher education in the
republic be Byelorussianized

The latest contribution to this discus-
sion is the article by Mr. Tarasau who, it
should be noted, is the author of a
collection of essays on Byelorussian
history from the earliest times to the
mid-19th century that was published in
Minsk in 1984, and that was so severely
taken to task for a variety of “ideologi-
cal sins™ on the pages of Kommunist
Belorussii earlier this year. It would
appear that this criticism, which came
close to accusing the author of the
cardinal sin of nationalism, has left Mr.
Tarasau -unfazed.

His article in Litaratura i Mastatstva
left only one thing unsaid, namely, who
is responsible for creating the kind of
climate in Byelorussia (and in other
non-Russian republics) whereby pa-
rents come to the conclusion that the
native language is, in effect, irrelevant,

ENCYCLOPEDIA, an album of se-
lected cortoons by Volodymyr
Hayduk can still be obtained by
sending $22.50 to Vografik enr.
P.O. Box 11, Lachine, Quebec,

HB5 4A5 Conadao.
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October 19

% STAMFORD, Conn.: The Ukrai-

f nian National Women's League of
America invites the public to an
afternoon program, featuring a slide
show and exhibit of a traditional
Hutsul wedding, at 4 p.m. in St
Vladimir’s Cathedral parish hall. A
social tea party will follow.

NEW YORK: An exhibit of oil
paintings by artist Yaro Plaviuk will
open with a reception at | p.m. at the
Ukrainian Artists’ Association Gal-
lery, 136 Second Ave. The exhibit
will remain on display until October
26. Gallery hours arc: weekdays, 6-8
p.m. Saturday and Sunday, I-8 p.m.

RIVERHEAD, N.Y.: Ukrainian
National Association Branch 256
will hold its 1ith annual din-
ner/dance, beginning at 4 p.m., at
The Birchwood. Featured will be a
roast beef dinner, a raffle with cash
prizes as well as entertainment by the
Ukrainian Folk Dancers of the Bless-
ed Virgin Mary Ukrainian Catholic
Church of Fresh Meadows, N.Y.
Tickets are $17 pér person for dinner
and dance; 87 per person for dance
only. For tickets call (516) 298-8063
or (516) 727-3325,

e Ve T A e R e

October 24

HAMTRAMCK, Mich.: A televi-
 sion program on “Contemporary
+ Soviet Ukraine™ will be aired as part
ol the “At the Podium™ series at 8
p.m. on Omnicom Cablevision,
Channel 15. For more informauon
call Leon Hordynsky at (313) 364-
5946,

Hundreds pay...

(Continued from page 10)

The banguet audience shared some
hilarious moments when the Rev.,
Syrota told of his childhood memories
of the Rev. Denischuk, and their ex-
periences in the seminary. It was not
surprising to hear that in his youth the
boy who would be “Father Denny”
already exemplified the same qualities
— energy, leadership. sportsmanship
and a keen sense of his mission to serve
God — that have endeared him to his*
parishioners,

The future generation of this parish,

PREVIEW

October 24-25

NEW YORK: Branch 20 of Plast, the
Ukrainian youth organization, will
hold an open house on Friday, 6:30-
& p.m., and on Saturday. 1:30-3 p.m.,
in the Plast building at 144 Secand
Ave. for anyone interested in joining
the organization. For young people,
Plast offers dynamic peer-oriented
activities and the opportunity for
social interaction; for adults the
privilege and responsibility of work-
ing with youth. Familiarity with the
Ukrainian language is a prerequisite
for membership. For more informa-
tion call (212) 982-4530 during the
periods mentioned above.

October 25

NEW YORK: Ukrainians for
D’Amato will hold a rally here at St.
George Ukrainian Catholic School,
215 E. Sixth St. at | p.m. The
principal speaker will be Sen. Al-
fonse M. D'Amato. Admission is
free.

EAST HANOVER, N.l.: The Ma-
zeppa Foundation, the financial
committee of the World Federation
of Ukrainian Women's Organiza-
tions, and the Association of Ukrai-
nian Journalists in America will
sponsor the I4th annual Ukrainian
Press Ball, beginning with a cockiail
hour at 7 p.m., at the Ramada Hotel
on Route 10 here, Evening attire is
required, Tickets are 335 per person,
which includes dinner and dance.
and $20 per pcrson for students,

(Continued lrom page 3)
Ukraine to Katowice on the far western
border with East Germany. The mem-
bers gather once a week in Warsaw for
rehearsal and have performed all over
Poland for Polish and Ukrainian au-
diences alike,

The concert tour, which was spon-
sored by the Ukrainian Canadian Com-
mittee and the Ukrainian National
Association and was arranged through
the Henri Michalski Travel Agency.
took the group, traveling by chartered
bus, from as far north as Montreal toas
far west as Chicago, south to Washing-

the children age 3 to | lalso gathered to
honor the jubilarian by assembling for
him a symbolic church. Planned by
Marta Pereyma, the presentation in-
cluded themes from the Gospels, and
reflective, prayer motifs. During the
narration, the children, dressed in
Ukrainian shirts and blouses, carried
onto the stage the parts of “their”
church: a cross, the gospel. holy image,
walls, a golden dome, stained glass
windows, a bell tower and doors. As
the bells rang and the guests sang
“Mnohaya Lita,” all the children pre-
sented a beaming Father Joseph with
the key totheir hearts and to their
symbolic church. The Rev. Denischuk
personally thanked each child for his or
her participation.

As a finale, the multi-talented Fe-
doryka family from Front Royal, W.
Va., performed a medley of Ukrainians
songs and dances.

Albany district..
(Continued from page 4)

lotny (chair), Semen Kohut, Wasyl

Koshykar, Stephen Harbacz and Wil-

liam Kutzer.

Parish representatives delegated are
Yaroslaw Rymar, Stephanie Bachyn-
sky, John Fil, and Messrs. Chorwatand
l..tilynsky.

Dissident poet...
(Continued from page 1

writers, actors and politicians in St
James' Piccadilly. A similar tribute to
the poet was held at the PEN American
Center in New York City, where nu-
merous American poets, writers and
cultural figures gathered to read from
her works.

Although her internal passport lists
her as Russian, Ms. Ratushynska consi-
ders herself to be Polish, as her grand-
parents were dispossessed Polish land-
owners who reportedly lived in the terri-
tory seized by the Soviet Union in 1939.
She was raised in Odessa, Ukraine, and
was living in Kiev with her Ukrainian
husband at the time of her arrest.

Demonstrators...
(Continued from page 3)

In many cases, prejudicic, articles

appeared in the Soviet press which

treated the defendants as guilty as

charged even belore they have been

tried.”

Mrs. Rikken was guoted by the
Times as saying that both Mr. Clark
and Mr. Buchanan “agree OS] has to be
improved. We're not asking to shut
them down. They need to clean up their
act. There needs to be some legislative
reform.”

which includes a buffet and dance.
Special room rates are available
upon request. For rooms call the
Ramada at (201) 386-5622.

WINNIPEG: The Ukrainian Cul-
tural and Educational Centre is
offering a four-session Trypillian
pottery workshop, which will be held
on Saturdays, 14 p.m., beginning
today through November 15 at Kil-
donan Ceramics Studio, 1423A Hen-
derson Highway. Cost of the work-
shop, including all supplies, will be
$50 per participant. For more infor-
mation call Christina at (204) 942-
0218.

JENKINTOWN, Pa.: A Ukrainian
bead weaving or “gerdany ™ workshop
will be offcred for beginners from |
to 4 p.m. at Manor Junior College.
Fox Chase Road and Forrest Ave-
nue. Fee is S35, supplies are addi-
tional. Master crafisman Anna Hala-
may will be instruetor. The workshop
will be held in the Ukrainian Heri-
tage Studies Center located on cam-
pus. Call (215) 884-2218, or visil the
allice ol Continuing Education in the
Academic Building to register for the
workshop.

October 25 - December 20

NEW YORK: The Ukrainian Mu-
sewm s offering a course in embroi-
dery, which will be held every Satur-
day. | - 3 p.m.. over the next eight
weeks, The workshop s open 1o
adults and children over 10, The fee s
%45 tor adults. 340 lor senior eitizens

ton. and cast to New York City.

The evening program began around
7:30 p.m.. when the choir, dressed in
tuxcdos for the first half of the concert
broke into “Reva ta Stohne™ (The
Dnieper Roars), the well-known words
by Ukrainian bard Taras Shevchenko,
set to music by D. Kryshanivsky, which
obviously moved the audience.

Their performance continued with
“Chertoh Tvoy,” by Bortniansky, and
“A Star is Rising” by Leontovych, with
solos by baritone Dariy Boivka and
tenor Stepan Tytskyi.

A young bass singer, Mykola Ko-
nakh, sang the solo for the next number,
“God Forbid" with lyrics by Shev-
chenko and music by Lysenko.

"The Gully,” also by Shevchenko and
set to music by Levytsky, was perform-
ed next by bass Yaroslav Yurchak from
Peremyshl.

The chorus continued with a rendi-
tion of *The Kozak™ by Y. Chechot and
5. Moniushko, followed by a solo
performance of “The Willow™ by guest
soprano Maria Szczucka, a soloist of
the Grand Theater in Lodz. "The
Willow™" is a well-known musical piece
by Liatoshynsky.

The next piece, “The Smoldering
Fire” by Shevchenko and Vorobkevych,
featured four soloists; first tenor Stepan
Tytskyi, second tenor Petro Pelensky,
baritone Roman Radzivonovych and
bass Yuriy Reil.

Bass soloist Mykola Konakh en-
chanted the audience with his perfor-
mance of “Pray, Brothers™ again by
Shevchenko, with music by Stetsenko.

The first half of the program ended
with a moving rendition of “You'll
Grow Up, My Son™ to the famous
words by Vasyl Symonenko and music
by Maiboroda.

After a 15-minute intermission, which
gave members of the audience the
opportunity to purchase the chorus's
albums or tapes in the lobby, the choir

and students over 16, children 10-16,

free. Members receive a 15 percent
di The 1is 1 d at
203 Secorid Ave. For further infor-
mation call (212) 228-0110.

October 26

LOS ANGELES: The Genocide in
Ukraine Commemorative Commit-
tee will host Robert Conguest, who
will discuss his new book, “The
Harvest of Sorrow,™ at 1:30 p.m. at
the Ukrainian Cultural Center here.
Admission is free. For more informa-
tion contact the committee at (B18)
784-2065.

HARTFORD, Conn.: The Ukrai-
nian National Home will sponsor its
annual banquet at | p.m. atits hallat
961 Wethersfield Ave. Bandurists
from New York wil perform after §
dinner. For tickets call (203) 524- &
5702
L3

< -
CLIFTON, N..: Branch 18 of the
Ukrainian National Women's League
of America will sponsor a perfor-
mance by Bulava, the Ukrainian
Kozak ensembie from Toronto,
which features a unique review of
song, dance and humor. The bilin-
gual program will begin at 4 p.m. at
the Clifton High School auditorium,
333 Colfax Ave. Admission is $12
and 89 for adults, and $6 for children
under 12. Group rates are available.
Tickets can be purchased at the door
or call (201) 933-5614 or (201) 779- ©
0459, Proceeds will go toward The
Ukrainian Museum in New York.
returned to the stage in traditional
Kozak garb, embroidered shirts, sha-
ravary and all. They immediately broke
into “Neighbor.” a popular, fast-paced
song, written by Y. Yatsynevych, which
set the lively pace of the second half of
the program.

The audicnce enjoyed the next num-
ber, “My Dear” which included solos by
chorus members Mykhaylo Blishch, a
tenor, and Volodymyr Serkiz, a bari-
tone. It was followed by “In the Gar-
dent™, with solos by Mr. Boivka and
Stepan Biliansky, a tenor.

Messr. Blishch and Serkiz returned
once again to perform “A Potpourri of
Ukrainian Songs,” with numerous
lively and even comic songs and melo-
dies.

The two star soloists, Ms. Szczucka
and Mr. Konakh, then performed
selections from “The Kozak Beyond the
Danube,” an opera by Hulak-Artemov-
sky. They entered the stage in Ukrai-
nian costumes and sang first the arias of
Odarka and Ivan, and finally the cha-
racters’ duet from the opera.

Then the choir returned to the stage
and sang “Long Ago™” by Shevchenko
and composer Kolessa, and A Song
About Chumak”™ with a solo by Mr.
Biliansky.

This was followed by “The Bandu-
rist," by Shevchenko, witha solo by Mr.
Yurchak and the final “The Cuckoo
Calls™ by Nishchynsky with a solo by
Mr. Biliansky.

After a brief speech by Michael
Dovbush, the cantor of the church chair
of the nearby St. John the Baptist
Ukrainian Catholic parish in Newark,
N_1.,in which he thanked the choristers
for their inspiring performance, the
choir stunned the audience with its
version of “God Bless America,"ending
the evening on an uplifting note.

Throughout the program, the Zhu-
ravli choir was accompanied on the
piano by Anna Salij-Tuz,

BTN



