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Transcripts of famine hearing testimonies

Sen. Charles Percy

A little more than
50 years ago one of the
largest preventable
mass deaths among
any modern people oc-
curred in the Ukraine.
Fittingly, this tragedy
is called the “Great
Ukrainian Famine of
1932-33."

In the late 1920s
Stalin had returned in
earnest to a policy of
eradicating the pea-
santry and working
livestock and of en-
forced collectivizing and mechanizing of agriculture.
The result of this ill-conceived and ineptly administered
policy was less land under cultivation and lower crop
yields. Nonetheless, a political requirement existed to
demonstrate that Stalin’s policies were working. Rural
districts took to inflating their crop yield reports, and,
of course, Moscow was encouraged to levy ever higher
and more unrealistic grain delivery requirements. This
process has reached disastrous proportions by 1932-33
as government teams and local informers stripped the
country’s grain growing regions of grain, and even of
seed grain, to meet the arbitrary quotas.

Famine followed on a horrendous scale. While the
Don and Volga River grain growing regions were also
affected, the brunt of the famine fell on the Ukraine,
then the Soviet Union’s major granary. We may never
know for sure how many children, elderly, and finally
working adults perished. Responsible scholars have
put the death toll at some 7 million in the Ukraine
alone.

But the Ukraine’s misfortune was not only in beingthe
country's principal granary. The Ukraine was also the
largest and most nationalistic minded of the peoples
the Russian Bolsheviks were then trying to subdue.
And4he-Okrain ‘e of
Ukrainians' sense of national heritage. Moscow was
aware of the extent of the famine in the Ukraine in the
winter and spring of 1933, but allowed the grim
extermination to run its course, doing nothing to
relieve it with the food supplies under the central
government’s total control.

Today we are met to pay tribute both to the
Ukrainian dead, and to the courageous surviving
Ukrainian heritage, in a hearing on S 2456, a bill to
establish a Ukrainian famine commission to report to
the Congress and the world on the extent of this
famine and the Soviet role in it.

I am very supportive of efforts to commemeorate the
Ukrainian famine, both in the sense of honoring their
sacrifice, and also in the present practical sense of the
wise saying: “Those who do not understand history
are doomed to repeat it.”

1 do have some concerns about specific provisions of
the bill as drafted, especially about funding for the
commission and its study. In these days of crippling
federal deficits and many conflicting demands on the
federal treasury, none of us can afford to be othzrthan
rigorously prudent with the taxpayer' money.

I look forward to hearing testimony on this bill.

First, we are honored to have the Senate sponsor of
S 2456, Sen. Bill Bradley of New Jersey, here to
present his bill. Sen. Bradley.

Sen. Bill Bradley

Mr. Chairman, it is
a great pleasure for me
to be here this morning
to testify in support of
S 2456, the Ukraine
Famine Act, 1 com-
mend the committee
for holding these hear-
ings on the need for a
commission to study
the Soviet-induced fa-
mine of 1932-33.

I feel privileged to
have this opportunity
to speak on a subject 1
know to be of great ¥
concern to many Americans, particularly those whose

fainian peasant-was at the core of’

families were destroyed in the Ukrainian genocide. In
little over a year, as many as 7 million people perished
by starvation from this man-made famine. It was a
premeditated, politically motivated, peacetime geno-
cide. i

Let me assure you, however, that 1 believe the
importance of the atrocity is not limited to the
Ukrainian community. Its significance transcends the
suffering of those immediately affected. Its lessons go
to the heart of our own humanity. We must not ignore
them.

Unfortunately we, as a people and a government,
have a tendency to forget about history. This is
dangerous. Scrupulous and unblinking attention to
the historical record is essential if we are to avoid
repeating the tragedies of the past.

The Ukrainian famine is a compelling example. In
the year following the Bolshevik Revolution of 1917,
the Ukrainian peasants struggled valiantly against the
Sovikts as a single, unified national political force. In
an effort to break their will, the Soviet regime under
Stalin ordered the deportation of kulaks (wealthy
peasants) and collectivization of the Ukrainian
peasantry. Between 1930 and 1933, poor harvesting
techniques in the Ukraine meant that Moscow’s crop
estimates for the region were consistently higher than
the actual harvest. In addition, collectivization

.reduced production by over 30 percent. Yet Stalin

made little or no adjustments for the discrepancies
between the actual harvest and the target level of
production. By 1931, it was impossible for the Ukraine
to meet the grain quotas Moscow imposed. Notwith-
standing this fact, the Soviet government halted all
deliveries of ¢onsumer items to those regions black-
listed for not meeting their quotas. The result was mass
starvation.

Hundreds of thousands of peasants died of starva-
tion in 1933; tens of thousands more fled their homes
and endured great hardship. Entire regions were
turned to wastelands. People went mad with hunger
and turned to cannibalism. Although few actual
figures exist, there are numerous eyewitness accounts

of the suffering. and devastation, Even the most

conservative estimates project that five million people
died during the spring and summer of 1933. That
would be almost 25,000 people every day. Deaths
from the famine amounted to nearly 20 percent of the
entire Ukrainian population.

By crushing the peasants and intimidating the
intelligentsia, the Soviets were able to stamp out
Ukrainian nationalism. Russification of the country
began soon after. Thus, the famine played a crucial
role in the Soviet suppression of the Ukrainian nation
that continues to this day.

Because of their complicity in creating the famine,
the Soviets took great measures to conceal it. The
accounts of the famine which did reach the West failed
to persuade many of its existence or severity.
Unfortunately, the U.S. press, with America in the
midst of-the Great Depression, did not give the
Ukrainian famine the attention it deserved. That is still
the situation today. So far, only the Ukrainians
themselves officially recognize the magnitude and
significance of the famine. The Soviet government
continues to deny its occurence, further obstructing
an accurate account of the famine. Most Americans
are not even aware that this tragedy ever took place.

It is my hope that this legislation, S 2456, will
preserve the memory of those who suffered and died,
and secure a place in history for this important but
neglected event.

S 2456, will create a commission to gather evidence
and study the famine. The purpose of the study is
twofold: (1) to expand the world’s knowledge of the
famine; and (2) to provide the American public with a
better understanding of the Soviet system by revealing
the brutal role the Soviet government played in this
famine.

Within three years of the formation of the commis-
sion, the results of the study will be sent to Congress
and later published for the benefit of educational
institutions, libraries and the general public. (Mr.
Chairman, 1 ask that a.letter from the Chairman of
Harvard University’s Ukrainian Studies Fund in
suppor’ of my legislation be included in the record.)
The Commission would then be disbanded.

We cannot alter the fact that millions of Ukrainians
dicd in 1933, but we can at last remove this tragedy
from obscurity. Only by r ing atrocities like
the Ukrainian famine, the Holocaust, and the
Armenian gcnocide can we hope to prevent their

recurrence. As Eli Weisel, a survivor of the Auschwitz
concentration camp, once said: “Memory is our shield,
our only shield,” to protect mankind against our own
inhumanity.

Again, I thank the committee for holding hearings
on this important issue. 1 would hope that the bill
could be reported out shortly so that all senators might
have an opportunity to express their support for this
project.

Myron Kuropas

Last year, the U-
krainian American
community comme-
morated the 50th anni-
versary of a famine
engineered by Soviet
Premier Joseph Stalin
in which some 7 million
Ukrainian men, wo-
men and children pe-
rished.

Today, the Ukrai-
nian American com-
munity is supporting
the creation of a U.S.
commission to investi-
gate the Great Famine because they want their fellow
Americans to know the full story of this horrible
tragedy and to understand its terrible lesson. Ukraine
was the first victim of Soviet Russian imperialism and
the first nation to experience Moscow's final solution
for nationalist aspirations. Ukrainian Americans want
the American people to be aware of the foundation
upon which Soviet power has been built, and the
brutal means the Soviet Union will utilize in order to
achieve its goals. The greatest threat to American
security today is not the Soviet Union’s nuclear
arsenal. Rather, it is American publicignorance of the
consequences of Soviet expansionism. Stalin's heirs
are still very much alive today and their handiwork can
be observed in Cambodia, Afghanistan and Central
America. :

Few Americans have ever heard of the Great
Famine in Ukraine. This lack of knowledge is due in
part to one of the most successful news management
operations in history. Stalin denied the famine ever
took place and such Moscow-based American
correspondents as Walter Duranty of The New York
Times and Louis Fischer of The Nation, sent
dispatches to America during the height of the famine
which tended to confirm the denial, On December 30,
1933, the Literary Digest, then a prestigious American
periodical, reported that the Soviet grain harvest that
year was larger than expected and all but praised
Stalin for refusing “to compromise with the so-called
kulaks.” Given the kind of disinformation which
emanated from Moscow at the time, it is not surprising
that so few people believed the Ukrainian American
community when it protested Moscow's genocidal
policies. Thanks to some members of the free press and
others interested in portraying the USSR as a
humanitarian “worker’s paradise,” the Great Famine
in Ukraine was ignored. Small wonder that it is often
called the “forgotten holocaust.”

Today, we have an opportunity to place the events
of 1932-33 in their proper historical perspective.
Today we can document the relationship which exists
between unbridled imperialism and national genocide.
Today we can begin' to sensitize the world to the
importance of an unbiased and free press in prevent-
ing a reoccurrence of the horrors which befell the
Ukrainian people under Stalin.

Neither our scholarly institutions nor the Ukrai-
nian American community has the resources and
prestige to conduct the kind of famine investigation
which could produce a complete and dispassionate
recapitulation of the events which precipitated the
Great Famine and the human suffering which resulted.
Some research has already been conducted but
according to Prof. James Mace, a Soviet expert at
Harvard University, there is much vital information
that remains untapped. Hundreds of famine survivors
and Soviet defectors now living in the United States,
Canada and Israel still need to be interviewed.
Hundreds of U.S. government documents still need to
be examined.

There: are, of course, some Americans who have
urged our community to forget the past, to turn the
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page on events which transpired 50 years ago, and to
concentrate on the future. To those well-meaning
friends our answer is simple. We cannot, we must not
forget. As citizens of the one nation in the world which
always has been a beacon of truth and humanitarian
endeavor, we Ukrainian Americans have a moral
obligation to speak on behalf of those who cannot
speak. We remember because our memory can
immunize the world against a repetition of the terrors
of the Great Famine. Only a full undertanding of this
great tragedy and its consequences can ease our pain
and set our sorrow at an endurable distance. Until we
have made every effort to discover what happened in
Ukraine and why, we cannot properly mourn. Until we
are satisfied that the world is aware of the Ukrainian
tragedy and is determined to condemn such horrors
whenever and wherever they occur, we cannot heal. In
the words of Elie Wiesel, chairman of the president’s
Holocaust Commission and a Jewish survivor of
Auschwitz and Buchenwald, “memory is our shield,
our only shield. To forget is no solution.”

For the record, 1 would like to introduce three
publications in support of my brief statement. They
are “Famine and Nationalism in Soviet Ukraine” by
Dr. James Mace; The Man-Made Famine in Ukraine,
a publication of the American Enterprise Institute;
and “America’s Red Decade and the Great Famine
Cover-Up™ which I authored.

lhor Olshamwsky

Mr. ‘Chairman and
members of the com-
mittee:

1 am extending my
gratitude to Chairman
Charles Percy forsche-
duling these hearings
on S 2456, a bill to
establish a commis-
sion to investigate the
famine in Ukraine in
1932-33. 1 am also
thankful to the spon-
sor of the bill, Sen. Bill
Bradley, and the 17
additional senators who are co-sponsors of this
important measure. It is a great honor for me to
appear before the Senate Foreign Relations Commit-
tee on behalf of Americans for Human Rights in
Ukraine and the Committee to Commemorate the
1932-33 Genocide Victims in Ukraine, which represent
a total of over a half million Ukrainian Americans.

On October 2, 1983, 15,000 Americans of Ukrai-
nian descent marched in Washington, D.C. and
focused attention on the genocidal famine, willfully
created by the Soviet government during which more
than 7 million people perished. The demonstration
was not only a reminder of this unspeakable crime but
also addressed itself to the persistent claim of the
Soviet Union that it never happened. The Ukrainian
Americans are coming back to Washington this
coming September 16 to demonstrate their awareness
of the tragedies of the past and the injustices of the
present in their former homeland.

During the commemorative week last year, Rep
James Florio introduced HR 4459 (the House version
of S 2456) which up to the present time has gained 111
co-sponsors in the House. The initiative of the past
year to disseminate famine information among the
many Americans who never heard of it gained
momentum. More and more Ukrainian Americans
and others are coming to the realization that if they
continue to remain silent about this tragedy, history
will be altered forever due to the Soviet cover-up and
indifference prevailing in the Western world.

There are many reasons why we think that the
creation of a congressionally chaired commission is of
vital importance to the American people. Some of the
most significant of them are:

A) This genodical famine of 1932-33 singularly
affected untold numbers of Americans having their
roots in Ukraine. Almost every family lost someone:
brothers, sisters, parents, grandparents, children,
cousins and so on. There are thousands of American
citizens who are survivors of this genocide. How can
we ignore the nightmare, the suffering, and the loss of
dear ones of so many of our countrymen?

B) In spite of Soviet denials that this famine
occurred, we must not allow the falsification of history
by the Soviet Union to prevail in the annals of
mankind. The old men of the Kremlin who were
involved in this cover-up are still in power. These are
the same men who, in their youth, were the perpetra-

- tors of this horrible crime against humanity. We must

pinpoint the inner workings of our present-day
adversary in order to develop a correct perception of
the Soviet system without illusions. We can hope to
prevent repetitions of political genocides in the future
by applying the hard lessons of the past.

C) Although we have gained immeasurable know-
ledge from the studies of the Nazi-imposed holocaust
we must also learn about the Soviet use of food as a

Americans, including the United States Congfe.ss and
the executive branch with its State Department.

We do not feel that this commission, togelher with
its functions, is merely a community project. The
results of this study will be of value to virtually all
people of the United States. As we envision it, the
duties of the ission will be as follows: 1) to hold
hearings and subpoena eyewitnesses and survivors; 2)

political tool which aims to create genocidal f; in
order to subjugate and overcome the resistance of
Soviet enslaved nations. Civilized nations must
remember not only the glories of the past but also be
willing to recognize. its horrors if we are to prevent
their recurrence.

D) From a practical point of view, the study of-
Soviet behavior and its methods is of paramount
importance to all of us — especially to the Department
of State and our policy makers. It is an educational
process vital to our understanding of the international
dilemmas facing us and is an important part of our
national defense. Only through a well-informed
American public can we develop a reliable long-term
national policy toward the Soviet Union. In a
democratic country such as ours it is a near im-
possibility to develop a foreign policy wuhout the
support of the general public.

E) We believe that an impartial study with unbiased
conclusions can be better achieved through a congres-
sional study group with its many resources than by a
special interest private association. Furthermore, the
bill provides the congressional commission with
subpoena powers, a call to all available eyewitnesses
(willing and unwilling), and access to the archives of
governmental agencies not available to private
institutions.

F) Reacting to the Soviet government’s methods,
deeds, and strategies, we are not about to criticize
those in our government who believe in a strong
national defense. However, we do not believe that our
defense posture should consist solely of a buildup of
military hardware but should be educational as well.
In this age of advanced weaponry, with the threat that
it poses for the total annihilation of mankind, we must
stress the need for settling our differences through
peaceful means. Yet, we must be realistic and well
informed, and use the factual data avialable to us to
our advantage. The Soviet Union indoctrinates its
people in grammar schools and beyond withérraneous -
information about the United States being the most
imperialistic nation and a threat to world peace. We
can counter this in a true democratic manner by
presenting authentic information not only to the
American public but to the people of the Soviet Union
as well via Voice of America and Radio Liberty. This
endeavor should be not merely the concern of one
ethnic group; it should be a job that concerns all

to the archives of the United States agcnmes.
3) to search all available documentations in other
countries; primarily in Europe; 4) to conduct a
demographic study of population in the years of the

_famine in Ukraine and analyze available Soviet

documents; 5) to-prepare an analysis of the political
situation before and during the famine and the reasons
for the Soviet government's action, 6) to study U.S.
and international news media for its reports on the
faminé; 7) to analyze the. reaction of the U.S.
government at the time of the famine in Ukraine: 8) to
print these findings which would be made available to
the Congress of the United States, governmental
agencies, universities, libraries, the news medi. and
interested citizens® groups, and also inform the . nviet

people about the results of the study through Vo ice of
America and Radio Liberty.

Having given you what we consider valid re 1sons
for establishing this commission and briefly des¢ 1hing
its functions, we urge the members of the ! :nate
Foreign Relations Committee to act favorabl: on S
2456 and report this bill out of committee * ith a
recommendation for an authorization ceiling of $4
million, part of which would be used by the co mis-

sion to contract out various portions of this study to
qualified scholars.

Robie M. H. Palmer

Mr. Chairman and members of the committee:

Thank you for giving me an opportunity to testify
today on S 2456, which proposes the creation of a
Commission on the Ukrainian Famine. The Depart-
ment of State welcomes congressional interest in this
terrible chapter in human history.
- Insufficient attention has been paid in the United
States to the Great Famine of 1932-33, and to most
Americans it remains a little known event in the early

‘history of the Sqvist Union., The mast horribléaspect...

of the Great Famine is that it was largely man-made,
and exploited by the leadership of the Soviet Union for
its own political gain. It is now generally recognized
that the seriousness of the famine was purposely
aggravated by Stalin to subdue resistance by the
peasants to collectivization and to establish ﬁrmly his
unquestioned rule.
(Continued on page 13)

On August |, hearings were conducted by
Chairman Charles H. Percy in the Senate
Foreign Relations Committee on S 2456, a bill to
establish a commission on the 1932-33 Soviet-
imposed famine in Ukraine. Four witnesses
testified at these hearings: Sen. Bill Bradley,
sponsor of the bill; Robie M. H. Palmer, deputy
assistant secretary of state for European and
Canadian affairs;, Dr. Myron Kuropas, supreme
vice president of the Ukrainian National
Association; and Thor Olshaniwsky, coordinator
of Americans for Human Rights in Ukraine. In
our opinion all of the participants, with the
exception of Mr. Palmer, presented well-
prepared and credible arguments.

Mr. Palmer’s testimony reveals a lack of
understanding of the provisions of S 2456 — the
Ukrainian Famine Bill. We find his comments
to be both ambivalent and inconsistent with the
provisions and intent of this legislation. This
leads us to believe that S 2456 was accorded a
low priority by the State Department and
received but perfunctory attention resulting in
spurious arguments replete with misconceptions
and inaccuracies.

Although the first part of the lcsnmony is
supportive of expanding the knowledge of the
Soviet Union, including its dark history under
Stalin, it then proceeds to raise objections to the
establishment of the commission on the 1932-33
famine in Ukraine by using weak and incon-
gruous statements, The first objection of Mr.
Palmer’s statement refers to “the narrow
mandate of this commission.™ It states “that the
primary purpose of the commission would be to

AHRU'’s response to State Dept.’s testimony

focus on the plight of the Ukrainian people, to
the detriment of the millions of others who also
suffered from the famine.” We take exception to
this allegation that the attention given to the 7
million victims by starvation and the study of
this horrendous tragedy will be g detriment to
others. We maintain that the alarming number
of deaths of Ukrainians, and the focusing on
Ukrainians by the Soviet government through
formal decree in order to destroy them, warrants
a special study while not excluding others.
Listing the duties of the commission, Section 4
of S 2456 states that the Commission will
“analyze the causes of such famine and the
effects it has had on the Ukrainian nation and
other countries.” This particular section allows
for the expansion of the study to the neighbor-
ing Soviet republics.

In the second objection, the State Department
‘totally misread and misinterpreted the composi-
tion of the commission and salaries of the
commissioners when it states that “the creation
of a 21-member commission, all paid at the GS-
18 level strikes us as excessive. It is not clear why
the commission could rot be composed instead
of the one or two persons who actually did the
research and produced the reports.” J

The text of S 2456 proposes a 25—mcmber
commission including the legislators and mem-
bers of governmental departments. To be more
specific, it will inclede four members of the
House of Representatives, two members of the
Senate, and three members from the executive
branch of the United States government who

(Continued on page 13)
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Ukrainian ensembles perform
at pre-Olympic festival

LOS ANGELES — The Kobzar
Ukrainian National Chorus and the
Yavir and Tuman Ukrainian dance
ensembles entertained thousands of
spectators during pre-Olympic cere-
monies at Expo Park here.

Although the International Olympic
Committee allowed only representa-
tives of ethnic groups participating in
the XXIII Olympiad to march in the
opening parade, Ukrainians from the
Los Angeles area gathered near the Los
Angeles Coliseum and presented a lively
concert of song and dance on the eve of
the opening ceremonies.

Daria Chaikovsky, the director of the
Los Angeles Ukrainian Art Center,
accepted an invitation from a special
Olympic festivities committee and
engaged three Ukrainian groups to
participate in an outdoor concert.

The first group to perform was the
Tuman Kozak Dance Ensemble, which
delivered a dynamic show of intricate
Ukrainian dance steps. The group
performed dances from various regions
of Ukraine and went through several
costume changes to be in harmony with
the dances they presented. The Tuman
Ensemble is under the direction of
Gaston Montero, who also serves as the
group’s choreographer and as a dancer.
During the performance, both he and
his sister, Nancy Montero, danced solo
numbers to the delight of the audience.
The Yavir Ensemble under the direc-

tion of Joseph Hrinda also dazzled the
audience with Ukrainian dances. They
were followed by the Kobzar Choir,
directed by Walter V. Bozyk and ac-
companied by Lesia Kurylenko-Wach-
nanian. They rendered a variety of
Ukrainian. folk music and were later
joined by members of the “Show of
Hands Ensemble,” a group of young
children who sing with their hands —
use sign language te sing to the deaf and
hearing impaired.

The two diverse groups had delivered
a very successful spring concert in 1983,
during which both choirs learned each

- others® languages. They once again

captivated the audience with a unique
combination of signing and singing.

Between the various performances,
individual members of the choir and
dance ensembles explained various
Ukrainian traditions to the great
number of tourists and spectators who
converged upon this city during the
two-week Olympic Games.

All three of the Ukrainian groups are
scheduled to repeat their crowd-pleas-
ing performances during the last week
of the Olympic Games. The Yavir
Dance Ensemble was slated to perform
on Sunday, August 5; the Tuman
Kozak Dance Ensemble was due to
perform on Thursday, August 9; and
the Kobzar Ukrainian National Choir
was to be on the Expo Park stage on
Saturday, August 11.

B

Walter Bozyk, director of the Kobzar Chorus

...as do the girls.

Congressmen...

(Continued from page 4)

“Since the signing of the Helsinki
Final Act,” stated Sen. H. John Heinz
(R-Pa.), “numerous Ukrainian human-
rights advocates have been interned in
Soviet labor camps and confined in

He cited such “heroic individuals™ as
Valery Marchenko, Oksana Meshko,
and Yuriy Shukevych, whose “noble
efforts have been met with continous
harassment and prsecution.™

Rep. Don Ritter (R-Pa.) said he
regretted that “a look at the compliance
record of certain signatories, particu-
larly in the last few years, does not
strengthen the cause of hope.”

Referring to the late Ukrainian
Helsinki monitor Oleksiy Tykhy, who
died earlier this year, Rep. Ritter said
that his “noble efforts resulted in a
. lengthy prison sentence which surely
hastened his death.”™

The 57-year-old activist, who was
suffering from severe malnutrition as a
result of a long untreated stomach ulcer,
had signed Ukrainian Helsinki Group
documents detailing the poor human-
rights situation in Ukraine and calling
upon the Soviet government to take
seriously i1ts commitments under the
Helsinki Final Act.

Rep. Ritter also expressed concern
that the Soviets have continued to arrest
and persecute religious and national-
rights activists, noting that last March,
Valery Marchenko, a former political
prisoner, was sentenced to the “draco-
nian term” of 10 years' labor camp and
five years' exile.

“Given the precarious state of his

KGB-run special psychiatric hospitals.”

health,” he said, “it is not an exagge-
ration to say that Marchenko's life is
threatened by the brutal conditions of
the labor camp.™

According to Sen. Robert Dole (R-
Kan.), co-chairman of the Commission
on Security and Co-operation in
Europe, the Soviet Union and some of
her East European allies, who continue
to jam Western radio broadcasts, re-
strict freedom of religion, and deny
their citizens the right to know and act
upon their rights, are guilty of violating
“both the spirit and letter of the Final
Act.” :

These violations, he went on, are
compounded by the Soviet govern-
ment’s “harsh abuse of those who seek
to promote human rights within the
Soviet Union, including members of the
Moscow, Ukrainian, Lithvanian, Ar-
menian and Georgian Helsinki moni-
toring groups.”

Rep. Dante B. Fascell (D-Fla.) re-
marked on the courage of Ukrainian
Helsinki Group members Mykola Ru-
denko, Vyacheslav Chornovil and Olha
Heyko, noting that “major credit is due
here to the brave men and women who
organized unofficial Helsinki monitor-
ing groups.™

Other members of Congress who
marked the ninth anniversary of the
accords were Sens. Alfonse D'Amato
(R-N.Y.), Claiborne Pell (D-R.1.),
Orrin G. Hatch (R-Utah), Patrick J.
Leahy (D-Vt.), and Reps. Christopher
H. Smith (R-N.J.), Timothy E. Wirth
(D-Colo.), Edward J. Markey (D-
Mass.), John E. Porter (R-Ill.), Sidney
R. Yates (D-IIl.), Norman F. Lent (R-
N.Y.) and Tom Lantos (D-Calif.).
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Art news

Artist who will show at Soyuzivka
sees painting as “spmtual survival”

by D. Anton

Yakiv Krekhovetsky is infatuated.
He loves the process of creating, of
taking the complexities the eye sees and
transforming them into bell pepper-
shaped clouds and quaint seaside scenes.
In an age that popularizes Brillo Boxes,
dismembered parts of the human form
suspended from meat hooks and skill-
fully markets simian paw prints, Yakiv
romanticizes landscapes. His inner
turmoil may well be the same as that of
artist-in-anguish, he just expresses
himself less theatrically.

The academic-turned-theologian-
turned artist is so smitten with painting
and the powerful emotion that takes
hold of him at his canvas that he readily
admits to being an art junkie. “If I
couldn't paint, I don't know what I'd
do. For me, it's a means of personal,
psychological and spiritual survival.”
He would happily devote a lifetime to
painting even if it were entirely unre-
warding financially. His last five Cana-
dian exhibits, however, have been
relatively successful, but not such that
he can exchange the classroom for a
studio.

Yakiv, who draws his inspiration
from Impressionist artists such as Van
Gogh, Monet, Cezanne and Pissarro, as
well as from Tom Thompson and Emily
Carr of the renowned Canadian-artists
known as “The Group of Seven,™ tours
the Canadian and American north and
coastal areas in search of sites. While
each site may have infinite possibilities,
he settles on the one that says “paint me
or you'll be sorry.”

And thus he transforms Ontario’s
vegetable gardens, Cape Cod's sweeping
beaches and the Catskill mountain
resorts into undulating strokes of some-
times lavish, sometimes subtle applica-
tion of color. Amid the medley of
vermillion, cobalt blue and ochre
splashes of paint, one might find a
crudely drawn wharf or shack. And
other times, when he decides to be as
precise in his art as he is in his speech,
one might find another wharf or shack
— this time finely wrought.

Each image seems to be wrested from
a communion with the ultimate Crea-
tor. “When I paint, I pray. It’s contem-
plative prayer...my way of establishing
a rapport with nature.” One sometimes
wishes that the artist used a more unruly
hand in his prayer-in-Technicolor. His
penchant for the forms of nature show
his subjects at their most tranquil, a
departure from his earlier works, done
with a palette knife, in' which similar
themes were treated more dynamically.
Y akiv seems to be at a more methodical
stage of his artistic metamorphosis.
Although an animated, passionate
individual, he concedes to being metho-
dical. “It too is part of my personality,
and I must be true to myself.”

In being true to himself, Yakiv
applies predominantly varying shades
of bright blues and greens. For him,
subdued colors don't work. They
“trouble™ him and he strives for a
stronger effect “until the colors are
practically coming out of the frame.”
His reason for being generous with
green is that “nature is generous with
i.”

It was not until 1968 that Yakiv began
to paint in earnest. In the midst of a
promising academic career, he began
taking private lessons from Mexican

D. Anton is a free-lance writer based
in Toronto.

Artist Yakiv Krekhovetsky

artist Robert Javier Ruiz Velasco in
Innsbruck, Austria. It was his “tiny
vacation from other things.” While his
artistic technique may have been in its
infancy during these mini “vacations,”
he was a well-seasoned academic.
After studying philosophy at the

-University of Western Ontario in 1961-

62, he proceeded to continue his studies
at Urbaniana University in Rome,
graduating summa cum laude in philo-
sophy and theology. Then came a
licentiate in theology from Innsbruck
University, magna cum laude in 1969.
The academic excellence finally cul-
minated in a PhD in religious studies
from the University of Toronto in 1977.

The thesis entitled, “Evolution and
Divinization: The Orientation of Man
to Perfection and his Divinization in the
Thought of Pierre Teilhard de Chardin™
was unanimously recommended for
publication and claimed by one of the
examining professors to have been the
finest thesis to emerge in 25 years.

With academic success, came the
lecture circuit, membership in learned
societies, and many demands to take
part in panels, radio programs and
seminars. The market for religious
scholars was, however, not too promis-
ing 'and papers on “The Theology of
Icons™ or “Religious Interpretations of
Cosmic and Biological Evolution™ were
shelved in favor of teaching children
Italian.

Although born in Dolyna, Ukraine in
1940 and spending the first 10 years of
his life in his native country and Europe,
Yakiv's extensive travels throughout
Europe and his academic pursuits
equipped him with a working know-
ledge and fluency in many languages.
For a while, the Italian language paid
the overhead. And long years of study
paid the academic dues. Yakiv'sdeepest
needs, however, are met through art and

(Continued on page 16)

A landscape by Krekhovetsky

Petryshyn's show in Belgium
receives favorable reviews

JERSEY CITY, N.J. — The art work
of Arcadia Olenska Petryshyn, recently
on view in Antwerp and Brussels,
Belgium, received favorable reviews in
the cities’ newspapers.

The exhibit, which ran through the
months of April, May and June, was
sponsored by the Belgian representa-
tion of British Petroleum. It featured 24
compositions portraying exotic vegeta-
tion of the American southwest.

Stephane Rey, an art critic from the
Echo de la Bourse, wrote of Mrs.
Olenska-Petryshyn's works: “Usually
large in size, her canvasses are drawn
with meticulous care; the contours of
the plants and foliage are delineated

with-an extraordinary-sharpnessiroriics: =

niscent of the paper—collage technique
dear to Matisse. The colors are bright
and joyous without ever being garish.

“Vegetal jewels of an exceptional
nature, the plants that compose these
gardens make one think of the magic of
the precious stones discovered in one of
the chests belonging to Ali Baba.”

Petryshyn‘s "G-rden wlth Sunbursl

In the Gazet van Antwerpen, writer
Erfevel Saw, concentrated on the colors
the artist uses: “Arcadia Olenska Petry-
shyn’ enjoys playing with color and
thereby provides both depth and luxu-
riances for her compositions. In truth,
her canvas becomes veritable celebra-
tion — essentially for the eye, which
delights in this rainbow of lively,
brilliant tones, in greens, blues, roses,
lavenders and occassionally pure, lu-
minous yellows — all as carefully placed
as in weaving a tapestry, with barely
perceptible gradations.”

Mrs. Olenska-Petryshyn has exhibit-
ed her works throughout the United
States and Canada. She holds a master’s
of:art.degree from Hunter Cﬁﬂ%
"New - York City. The artist frequently
chooses her themes from the plant
world, concentrating particularly on the
cacti family.

Before her European exhibits, Mrs.
Olenska-Petryshyn had a show of
environmental paintings at the Morris
Museum_of Arts and Sciences in
Morristown, N.J.
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State...

{Continued from page 1)

it supported any efforts to reveal what it
called the “devastation” created by the
artificial famine, Robie M.H. Palmer,
the department spokesman, said at the
10 a.m. hearing that it found the
mandate of the commission to be
“overly narrow” and would be “more
appropriately funded and undertaken
by the private sector.”

Mr. Palmer testified that the pro-
posed commission would leave out
other nations “who suffered from the
famine™ in areas outside Ukraine,
including the grain-growing areas of the
Northern Caucasus and Volga regions.
He said that the creation of the commis-
sion would “lead inevitably to sugges-
tions that other commissions be created
— at ever growing expense to the
taxpayer — to examine issues involving
the Soviet Union not covered by the
narrow mandate of the first commis-
sion.”

Mr. Palmer also said the department
found the commission "top-heavy
bureaucratically.™

“The creation of a 21-member com-
mission, all paid at the GS-18 level
strikes us as excessive,” he said, recom-
mending it be composed instead of the
one or two persons who researched and
produced the report.

The hearing was opened by Sen.
Charles Percy (R-l1L.), chairman of the
committee and a supporter of the bill,
who said he was “very supportive of
efforts to commemorate the Ukrainian
famine.” He did, however, have mild
reservations about the funding of the
commission.

*1 do have some concerns about
specific provisions of the bill as drafted,
especially about funding for the com-
mission and its study,” the senator said.
“In these days of crippling federal
deficits and many conflicting demands
on the federal treasury, none of us can
afford to be other than rigorously
prudent with the taxpayers’ money.”

Testifying in favor of the bill were
Sen. Bill Bradley (D-N.J.), sponsor of
the legislation in the Senate, Myron
Kuropas, UNA supreme vice president,
and lhor Olshaniwsky, coordinator of
Americans for Human Rights in U-
kraine, a Newark-based group that has
lobbied extensively for the measure.
None of the other 16 members of the
Foreign Relations Committee attended,
though transcripts of the hearing, which
lasted 50 minutes, will be made available

to them during the committee’s deli-
berations on the bill.

Although he was not called to testify,
Dr. James Mace of the Harvard Ukrai-
nian Research Institute attended the
hearing as an expert witness. His
writlen testimony was included, how-
ever, in the official record.

In his testimony, Sen. Bradley called
the famine “premeditated, politically
motivated, peacetime genocide,” noting
that establishing a congressional com-
mission to investigate its causes would
“secure a place in history for this
important but neglected event.”

Mr. Kuropas, who has written several
articles on the famine and the Soviet
Union’s attempts to cover it up, told the
hearing that “Ukraine was the first
victim of Soviet Russian imperialism™
and that much can be learned from
studying the famine.

Comparing what he called Ukraine’s
“forgotten holocaust™ to what he called
Soviet “handiwork™ in Cambodia and
Afghanistan, Mr. Kuropas testified that
the work of the proposed commission
would “document the relationship
which exists between unbridled impe-
rialism and national genocide.”

He also noted that private institu-
tions do not have the “resources and
prestige™ to conduct a complete and
objective investigation of the circum-
stances surrounding the famine.

Mr. Olshaniwsky, in calling for
passage of the bill, indicated that over
Il congressmen have become co-
sponsors of the bill's House version, HR
4459, which was introduced by Rep.
James Florio (D-N.J.).

Noting that the study of Soviet
behavior is “an important part of our
national defense," Mr, Olshaniwsky
insisted that such a study could best be
undertaken by a government commis-
sion and not the private sector.

“We believe that an impartial study
with unbiased conclusions can better be
achieved through a congressional study
group with its many resources than bya
special interest private association,”
Mr. Olshaniwsky said. “Furthermore,
the bill provides the congressional
commission with subpoena powers, a
call to all available eyewitnesses —
willing and unwilling — and access to
the archives of governmental agencies
not available to private institutions.™

About 60 people attended the hear-
ing, including reporters, members of the
area’s Ukrainian community and several
Ukrainians who work for the govern-
ment.

Effective media...

- (Continued from page 6)
Korean airliner. Many people were
shocked by the Korean tragedy, but |
was not. The innocent lives of the
airliner victims were taken swiftly. But
in Ukraine in 1932-33, 7 million lives
(the equivalent of shooting down one
Korean airliner every day for some 75
years) were tortured by hunger before
they died.

*As an American citizen, | demand to
know what monies our government is
spending in cooperative agreements
with the perpetrators of the only man-
made famine in the history of the world
— because | am certain that we can find

some money that is being spent need-
lessly. And when we find it, 1 would urge
my government and my fellow citizens
to divert a portion of that money to the
story of the Soviet role in the man-made
famine in Ukraine.

“To make my point, I will join with
thousands of Americans of Ukrainian
descent next month in a march on the
Soviet Embassy in Washington. Our
purpose is to bring once more news of
“the forgotten holocaust™ before the
world and our purpose is to help make
the ‘world aware that the ethnocide of
Ukraine continues to this day.”

Nexr week: We really have an issue:
let’s exploir it now.

NOTICE
THE SVOBODA PRESS ADMINISTRATION

hereby informs all organizations and individuals that the administration
will not accept any advertisements

if previous bills are not paid.

®m [ndividuals letters concerning unpaid bills will not be sent.
® All bills must be paid within 15 days after the publication of an advertisement.

Four Soviet...

(Continued from page 1)
“injustice.” The four young deserters,
who said they were treated very well by
the mujahedeen, claimed that hostility
among the Soviet soldiers as well as the
Afghan civilians, rampant drug use and
a desire for freedom have caused “quite
a number” of soldiers to at least contem-
plate desertion. Their remarks were
translated from the Russian by Lud-
milla Thorne of Freedom House.

Sgt. Alexei Peresleni, 20, from Mos-
cow, cited instances of “inhumane™ and
even “animalistic™ treatment of young
draftees by senior enlisted men, who
often ordered the new conscripts around
or beat them up “at any whim.”

In retaliation, Sgt. Peresleni said,
there were cases in which the conscripts
attacked the senior enlisted men, in-
cluding “attempts by the younger guys
to try to shoot the older ones.” He
recalled a number of cases in his own
unit in which “young conscripts would
stick grenades into the armored per-
sonnel carriers driven by the older
enlisted men.” The grenades “were dis-
covered in time,” however, “so they

didn't blow up,” the young defector

said.

Pvt. Sergei Zhigalin, 20, from the
Volgograd region, said that the “tra-
ditional™ tensions between the Slavs
and the Central Asians of the Soviet
Union had resulted in violence in a
number of cases between soldiers of
these ethnic groups.

The former tractor driver said that,
while he was being trained in the
Turkmen SSR, he was told that Uzbek
and Turkman soldiers would no longer
be sent to fight in Afghanistan “because
they have such an affinity for the local
people.”

The fourth defector, 19-year-old
Yuriy Shapovalenko from Sumy, said
that the greatest antagonism existed
between the Afghan and the Soviet
soldiers. He said that the Afghans
“pretended to be nice™ as they fought
side-by-side with the Soviets during the
day, but at night “they would open fire
on us."”

“Many of course defected to the
mujahedeen,” he said. -

The four young defectors, who de-
serted to the Afghan insurgents between
June and December last year, were the
third group of Red Army soldiers to
desert to the West since the Soviets
invaded Afghanistan in December
1979. All have been granted refugee
parole status by the United States and
will be resettled by the International
Rescue Committee.

Both the committee and Freedom
House refused to reveal how the de-
serters had reached the United States.

The former soldiers complained
about the unfairness of being forced to
fight “in a time of peace,” while they
were told they were being sent “to offer
friendship and help to the Afghan
people™ and complete their “interna-
tional duty.”

They also complained about the
indiscriminate killing of civilians.
“Some Soviet soldiers are so filled with
rage that they kill everyone. they see,”
said Sgt. Peresleni, who was stationed
with an artillery unit in Kabul, the
Afghan capital.

According to the four defectors,
“practically every soldier smokes chars,”
a common form of hashish in Afgha-
nistan, to try to overcome their fear,
boredom and frustration. Some also use
opium and heroin, “which is, of course,
obtained illegally.”

Both Sgts. Peresleni and Movchan
said that they heard rumors, while they
were still in the Red Army, that boththe
Soviet forces and the Afghan insur-

‘gents were using chemical weapons.

Sgt. Movchan, who graduated from
the Zhytomyr Technical School for
Carpentry in 1982, said that he believed
his family in Ukraine might fall victim
to “a moral workover on the part of
authorities,” but that the degree of
repression would depend on what he
will continue to do or not to do against
the Soviet government in the West. The
young defector headed a grenade
launching unit in Gazi, Afghanistan
before he deserted in June 1983.

Detroit’s...

(Continued from page 4)
assigned a designated number of
man-hours, Many exceeded their
quota. Much of the brethren spirit
was enhanced by the Ukrainian
Women's Educational Society, Pros-
vita, which managed a kitchen and
fed all the volunteers on a daily basis.
In November 1931, the cornerstone
was laid by Michigan Gov. “Soapy™
G. Mennen Williams.

In another milestone year, a
merger was initiated between the
UAC and the Society of Ukrainian
People in North Detroit. During the
post war years of World War 11, this
merger formulated plans to again
expand the UAC facility. In 1948,
another building was constructed
which provided a commercial kit-
chen, a dining room and a club bar.

The foregoing synopsis of 69 years
of the UAC community involvement
is only a capsule version. To chrono-
logically enumerate the historical
development of this old generation
would require an encylopedic treat-

“ment. However, it has been indelibly
documented that this group of U-
krainians from “Carpenter Hall™
played a significant role in Ukrainian
growth within the parameters of me-
tropolitan Detroit. |hrough their
efforts, a lasting influence was inject-
ed into the consciousness of two
generations.

With the influx of new immi-
grants during the early 1950s, a
sincere application was made to.
ensure a continuity of the UAC. New
cultural organizations such as the
Ukrainian Bandurists Chorus, Me-
tropolitan Ukrainian Chorus Trem-
bita, Ridna Shkola, pre-kindergar-
ten schools, engineering and medical
societies, Selfreliance and others had
preliminary gatherings and func-
tions. The Ukrainian Federation of
Michigan also gathered momentum.
Clun Boyan was often named as one
of the most dynamic musical groups
in two decades.

The UAC housed an extensive
library where university students
oftentimes did their research. The
UAC became a hub of social and
cultural activities. For the past four
years, the UAC was leased to the
Chernyk Sports Association.

With mounting operational ex-
penditures growing at an alarming
rate, with a serious deterioration of
the building, and a mass desertion by
Hromada organizations for more
favorable quarters and more sophis-
ticated surroundings, the UAC has
been forced to liquidate its holdings.

The last chapter of this group wjll
take place on August 19. Please
call Mike Ogrodnik, anniversary
chairperson at (313) 366-4496, or
Stephen M. Wichar Sr.. UAC presi-
dent, at (313) 386-6490 for additional
details.
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Robie M. H. Palmer

(Continued from page 9)

The leaders of the Soviet Union, although fully
aware of the situation in the Ukraine and having
complete control of food supplies within its borders,
failed to take relief measures to check the famine orto
alleviate the catastrophic conditions resulting from it.
In complete disregard of international opinion, they
ignored the appeals of international organizations and
other nations to do otherwise. Despite a drop in food
production in the Ukraine, harvests continued to be
exported, food was confiscated from granaries and
homes, food imports were banned, and the death
penalty was imposed for hoarding food. Internal
controls were imposed on travel to keep peasants from
going to cities to search for food and to prevent them
from leaving the Ukraine. Resisting peasants were
deported to Siberia.

Some historians estimate that more than 7 million
Ukrainians, and millions of others, died as a result of
this callous and deliberate act. The devastation of
these years continues to leave its mark on the
Ukrainian people, and has affected their economic,
social and political development to an enormous
extent.

The Department of State welcomes and supports
efforts to expand our knowledge of the Soviet Union,
including its dark history under Stalin. Under
appropriate circumstances, we could support the
establishment of a commission to examine that
history, if there were no better alternative methods at
hand. However, we believe there are a number of
matters to be considered with regard to the present
proposal to establish a commission on the Ukrainian
famine.

First, the mandate of this commission seems overly
narrow. The legislative history of S 2456 would appear
to indicate that the primary purpose of the commis-
sion would be to focus on the plight of the Ukrainian
people, to the detriment of the millions of others who
also suffered from the famine. It should be noted that
the effects of the famine were felt keenly in areas
outside the Ukraine, including the grain-growing areas
of the Northern Caucasus and Volga regions. In
addition to the Ukrainians who died, perhaps as many
as 3 to 4 million others died as well. We would hope
that any study undertaken analyze the effects of the
famine in all areas of the Soviet Union.

Second, the commission, as presently envisaged,
seems to us to be somewhat top heavy bureaucrati-
cally. The creation of a 21-member commission, all
paid at the GS-18 level strikes us as excessive. It is not
clear why the commission could not be composed
instead of the one or two persons who actually did the

research and produced the report.

Third, we would note that the work envisaged for
the commission is already being performed in the
private sector. For example, Dr. James Mace of the
Harvard Ukrainian (Research) Institute has just
produced a very creditable and widely praised study of
the Ukrainian famine; and other reknowned scholars,
such as Dr. Robert Conquest of the Hoover Institute,
are engaged in active research on this topic. Creation
of a commission, therefore, appears to be needlessly
duplicative of work already being performed at private
expense.

Fourth, we believe it likely that the creation of one
such.commission would lead inevitably to suggestions
that other commissions be created — at ever growing
expense Lo the taxpayer — to examine issues involving
the Soviet Union not covered by the narrow mandate

of the first commission. For example, the substantial
Latvian, Lithuanian and Estonian communities might
seek the creation of a commission to study the
sufferings of the Baltic peoples under Stalin, The
American Jewish community might seck the forma-
tion of a commission to study the plight of Soviet Jews
under Stalin and after. These subjects, and many
others, are legitimate and necessary subjects for study
if we are better to understand the Soviet Union. We
believe, however, all of these studies are more
appropriately funded and undertaken by the private
sector.

Therefore, while the department fully understands
the considerations which have impelled the introduc-
tion of S 2456, we would recommend against favo.able
consideration of the bill at this time.

" Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

AHRU'’s response...
(Continued from page 9)

will not be receiving additional compensation
while serving on the commission. The rest, the 13
members of the community and the human-
rights organizations, will be reimbursed for their
travel expenses and remunerated only while
attending meetings and conferences. We envi-
sion them being thusly occupied for only a few
days of each year. Certainly this is a far cry from
an annual GS-18 salary as stated by the speaker
from the State Department. Furthermore, the
suggestion that the famine commission should
be composed of one or two persons who will do
all the work of the commission shows the low
esteem the Department of State accords the
project of the famine commission, the 133
legislators who are sponsors of it and the
numerous members of the American community
who support it. We take exception to the second
objection and find it to be arbitrary, capricious
and unworthy of a representative of the Depart-
ment of State.

The third objection to the creation of the
famine commission suggests that since Profs.
Robert Conquest and James Mace are already
performing highly creditable research on the
1932-33 famine in the private sector, further
work by the famine commission would be a
needless duplication. The State Department
made this statement without prior consultation
with the distinguished professors. In a prepared

statement to the contrary (attached to lhor
Olshaniwsky's testimony) Dr. Mace describes in
detail the resources and accessibility that a
private study lacks.

In a fourth objection Mr. Palmer advances the
domino theory which suggests that creation of
the famine commission will generate demands
from other nationalities who suffered atrocities
from the Soviet Union and will lead to endless
commissions for the study of their plights. Mr.
Palmer speculates that “the substantial Latvian,
Lithuanian and Estonian communities might
seek the creation of a commission to study the
sufferings of the Baltic peoples under Stalin™ or
“that the American Jewish community might
seek the formation of a commission to study the
plight of Soviet Jews under Stalin and after.” We
respond with a why not? Are the Ukrainians,
Latvians, Estonians, Lithuanians, or Jews
second-class citizens? Have they not contributed
greatly to the economic, social and cultural life
of this country? Arethey not taxpayers? Are they
not supporting, through their tax money, the
operations of the State Department? Were they
not among those swho ‘paid the supreme.
sacrifice to defend this country and all that it
stands for?

We consider it most unfair and prejudicial to
object to the congressional Ukrainian famine
study based on conjecture. We believe that each
commission, study or special project should be
considered on its own merits.

Exhibit of Paintings by Yakiv Krekhovetsky
of Toronto, Ontario — at:

Soyuzivka — August 13-18. '84

“True to the credo of the lﬁ;lpresswmsr artists, Yakiv sets up his easel outdoors, recording the fleeting im-

pressions of nature..” — Diana Anton, The Villager.

“Daring experimentation... new decisions in color...-where one senses the movement of ime and the beating

of the pulse of nature.” — E. Mendeluk, CHIN Radio

“Effort, enthusiasm and confidence are the prime qualities of the artist There has been a gradual improve
like the subtle aging of wine.” — A Vakharia. artist

ment over the years

There’s no p.‘acg like Soyuzivka

SOYUZIVKA

THE UKRAINIAN
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Friday, August 17

9:30 p.m. — DANCE
Soyuzivka Orchestra

NATIONAL
ASSOCIATION
ESTATE

Saturday, August 18
8:30 p.m. — CONCERT
“CHAYKA" dance ensemble, Ukrainian American Youth
Association, Yonkers, N.Y.
LARISSA MAGUN-HURYN, soprano
MARICHKA SOCHAN-SHMORHAJ, accompamist

10:00 p.m. — DANCE
Iskra Orchestra

Sunday, Agust 19
ART EXHIBIT — MYCHAJLO MOROZ
8:30 p.m. — Special program honoring Mychajlo Moroz
on his 80th Birthday

Mistress of ceremonies — ANYA DYDYK

e Road ® K

Soyuzivka, UNA Estate
N.Y. 12446 ® (914) 626.5641

“Ta find a personal expression is most important in an artist’s creativity  Yakiv Krekhovetsky does not

imitate. he creates” — V S, Literatura + Mystetstvo, Homin Ukrainy.
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Soviet sports...

(Continued frem page 7)

drugs in the system. (On at least one
occasion this innovation was not re-
quired. That was at the Moscow Olym-
ics in 1980, when, atthe insistence of the
hosts, all drug testing was done by
Soviet specialists. Predictably, all tests
were negative.)

The immediate results of the work of
Dr. Rubtsov's team are gold medalsand
records for Soviet athletes and prestige
for the Soviet regime. The long-term
effect is death for Soviet athletes, often
coming just several years after their
athletic potential has been fully exploit-
ed.

For years we had been aware of this
dark shadow hanging over athletes in
the USSR, but we could only begin to
guess its ominous implications. We
have a much better idea now. Recently,
we received a list of 59 members of
Soviet Olympic teams from 1952 to the
present who have died. A few were
killed in unfortunate accidents, but the
overwhelming majority, according to
our sources, died as a direct result of
Soviet training methods, drug use, and

biological and physiological experi-
ments. On that list were 24 Olympians
who had won the gold medal. Those
who gave us the list appealed 10 us to
expose Lo the world this dark secret, this
monstrous perversion of sports, this
subversion of Olympic ideals.

In order to better understand the
scope and implications of these revela-
tions, we did some basic research. From

this we developed several tables com-

paring data on Soviet athletes with data
on athletes of the other Olympic super-
powers, the United States and Germany
(East and West combined). Forthe U.S.
and Germany, however, we were able to
obtain data only on their medal winners
— reference books did not list all of
their participants. Thus, in order to
make a valid comparison, we used only
medalists from all three teams.

The results are shocking. In-all the
Summer Games from 1952 through
1976, and the Winter Games fru!n 1956
through 1976, 1,033 different Soviet
athletes won at least one Olympic
medal. Forty-six of them, or 4.45
percent have died. For that same period,
the United States had 784 medalists, of
whom fourteen (or 1.79 percent) are

The Ukrainian Women's League of America, Branch 75
in the Newark/Irvington area
WISHES TO HIRE
A TEACHER FOR THE UKRAINIAN NURSERY SCHOOL
»CBITNHYKA"

Hours of instruction are conducted Saturday momings from 9 to 12.
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0. LUKIW, 372-4808 or C. BRODYN, 376-2053
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dead. The Germans had 786 medal
winning Olympians; only twelve (1.53
percent) have died,

The findings: the death rate among
Soviet Olympic medalists is 2.5 times
the rate of death among their American
and German rivals. The conclusion:
Soviet training methods kill.

It is common knowledge that many
U.S. athletes take anabolic steroids and
other illegal and dangerous drugs. So is
it fair to condemn the Soviets alone?

We do condemn the use of drugs
among all athletes as violence against,
the human body and a violation of the
principle of fair play. But it must be
recognized that in the case of U.S.
atheltes, drug use is a decision made by
individuals who are willing to cheat for
the sake of their own glory and grain.
U.S. Olympic officials do their best to
discourage drug use, while the Ameri-
can government takes a hands-off
attitude in the matter. The use of drugs
by Soviet athletes, on the other hand, is

an integral part of a government pro-

gram, a government strategy, the goal
of which is to gain glory and prestige for
the state regardless of the means. U.S.
athletes make their own choice. The
choice that imperils the lives of Soviet
athletes is made by the state.

Just as individual athletes who are
caught cheating should be punished, so
should governments which are caught
cheating. This would be true even if that
cheating were not fatal to scores of
athletes.

And consider this: East Germany,
which, like the USSR, places sports
under direct government control, is
reputed to have the most sophisticated
sports medicine program in the world.
It also widely uses the wonders of
chemistry. Yet only one East German
Olympic medalist has died. Both these
communist countries have highly de-
veloped sports medicine programs, and
both are highly successful in competi-
tion. Why is the Soviet approach ex-
ponentially more lethal?

Also consider this: according to our
medical research team, the anabolic
steroids and other drugs known to be
most widely used by athletes have
serious negative side effects, but rarely
cause death. The implication is that the
unusual number of deaths among Soviet
athletes might be the result of new drugs
and/or methods developed secretly by
Soviet sports medicine.

The death of a famous athlete in the
West is given the widest press coverage.
In the Soviet Union, achampion’s death
is treated as a state secret. Only rarely,
when the death is impossible to conceal,
is there any mention in the Soviet
media. Thus, Soviet citizens could read
in their papers about the fatal car
accident of hockey star Valeriy Kharla-
mov and the tragic death of fencer
Volodymyr Smirnov during a match in
Rome. But there was no mention when
Ukrainian star Volodymyr Kuts, the

PPEAL

To all concerned people

Your support is needed for passage of a bill to establish a U.S.

government-funded congression

al commission to study the causes

and consequences of the 1932-33 famine in Ukraine.
A massive letter-writing campaign to U.S. legislators is being initiated
by AHRU. Get involved! Your financial and active help is essential for

the success of this effort. Send
additional information to:

your contribution and/or write for

Americans for Human Rights in Ukraine
43 Midland Place
Newark, N.J. 07106

Im Memoriam
V. LAZAREVICH
(10-Year Anniversary)
He was a worthy descendant of Yahylo

Hap. coming from Bilorus. As it is
written in THE BOOK OF VLES,

“And may Mis eternal days be peaceful.
And we shall stand 1n his place, and will
fight on pravely.” (Part II. Board 7-F)
Unpublished translation of THE BOOK
OF VLES text made by Lazarevich is
available to researchers.
VLESSIANA
P.0. Box 422, Dublin, Ohio 43017

winner of the 5,000 and 10,000 meter
runs in 1956 in Olympic record time,
died in 1975 at the age of 48, There was
not even a word on the death of Ukrai-
nian canoeing champion Yuliya Ryab-
chynska in 1973, just one year after she
had’ won the Olympic gold medal in
Munich. Nor was there mention of the
death of Yuriy Lahutyn in 1978, less
than two years after he had won an
Olympic gold medal in team handball.
According to the information we
have received, many former athletes in
the USSR, especially those that show
the first symptoms of illness, are moved
from place to place so that not even
their friends can know their where-
abouts or their fate. We feel that the aim
of this may be to control information
about what happens to Soviet athletes.
Furthermore, this fact suggests that the
list of 59 deceased Soviet athletes may
be far from complete. In addition, there
also seems to be an unusually high death
rate among Soviet athletes who have
participated in the World University
Games but not in the Olympics.

In response to the appeal of those
who gave us the list, we are attempting
to pass it on to the 10C, together with
our findings. W& ask that the I0C’s
Medical Commission conduct a full
investigation into the causes of death of
the 59, determine the degree of culpabi-
lity of the Soviet government and draw
the necessary conclusions.

Smoloskyp, has for many years
campaigned against Soviet violations of
the Olympic Charter. We have focused
on the Soviet government’s role — in
violation of the charter — in keeping
Ukraine excluded from the Olympic
movement. As a nation of 50 million
people and a founding member of the
United Nations, Ukraine has a full right
to Olympic participation; it is the Soviet
regime's unlawful interference in Olym-
pic matters that frustrates the exercise
of that right. The Olympic community,
as well as the world’s media, chooses to
shut its eyes to this violation of the
Olympic Charter and of the principle of
the widest possible participation in the
Games. We now bring to the world’s
attention another gross Soviet violation
of Olympic principles, one that must
not be ignored.

We want to issue some challenges.

We challenge the Soviet Union to
explain, it if can, the death of 59 of its
Olympians (including 24 gold meda-
lists) at an average age of 41.45 years.

To the Western media, especially
American journalists, often so hard-
boiled and jaded, we throw down this
challenge: take up what we have begun
here and see where it leads. As tough
questions, do not be easily appeased,
and finally, be willing to be outraged.

To the International Olympic Com-
mittee we issue the most difficult
challenge. If the Soviet Union is guilty
— as we here charge — of causing the
death of its athletes, do the courageous
and principled thing: expel it from the
Olympic movement. You will find that
this act will go a long way towards solving
many of the problems facing the Games
today, especially the problem of politi-
cization. The Soviet Union has been a
blight on the Olympic movement since
it joined in 1952. It has been the greatest
violator of the Olympic Charter. We
believe that the salvation of the Olympic
Games lies not so much in reforms as in
strict adherence to the present Charter.
Above all, it means strict non-interfe-
rence by governments in the affairs of
national Olympic committees. Non-
interference would, among other things,
allow Ukraine and other countries that
are part of the USSR their rightful place
in the Olympic family. And it would end
the killing of Olympians by government
decree.
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Faces and...

(Continued from page 7)
president of the Polish American Con-
gress, a federation of some 3,000 na-
tional and local organizations, outlined
his community's concerns in 1984.

“We believe in a strong America,”
Mazewski declared. “We are against a
unilateral nuclear freeze. We are for a
strong stand on the Soviet Union and
for-calling it what it is, an evil cabal. We
also support Solidarity in Poland and
sanctions against the present military
regime.”

On the domestic side, Mazewski
indicated Polish Americans favored the
Simpson-Mazzoli Bill, “even with its
imperfections,” more federal aid pro-
grams for college students, more pro-
grams specifically aimed at the ethnic
elderly with language difficulties, and
affirmative action when it is equitably
administered and includes past discri-
mination because of national origin,
“But we are against quotas,” he empha-
sizgd. “They only lead to greater polari-
zation in our society.”

Queried regarding the responsiveness
of the two major political parties to
ethnic concerns, Mazewski, who has
probably met with President Reagan as
often as any ethnic American leader,
replied that both had been negligent.
“The Democratic party,” he said, “has
been assuming the attitude of the
Republican party towards ethnics but
unfortunately, I don't think there's
anybody in the Republican party who
can take advantage of this and open
their party doors to these disgruntled
groups.” Right now, Mazewski con-
cluded, “the Polish vote is a toss-up.”™

For Michael Blichasz, Polish Ameri-
can Congress regional president in
eastern Pennsylvania, an important
community concern is tuition tax credit
for families with children in private
schools. Most Polish American children
attend Catholic parochial schools, he
told a meeting of the Democratic

Council on Ethnic Americans last’

March. After three years under Reagan,
he complained, “this is a vital issue that
is yet to be resolved.” )

Like Mazewski, Blichasz is disap-
pointed with both the Democrats and
Republicans. “It is entirely possible,” he
suggested, “that the blue-collar ethnic
voters may stay home on election day.™

Mitchell Kobelinski, administrator
of the Small Business Administration
during the Ford administration, be-
lieves Polish Americans will support
President Reagan “in spite of the fact
that they haven't been included in his
administration.” Reagan's economic
policies have benefited the working

I

ildrers Boufique

2325 West Chicago Avenue
Chicago, lllinois 60622
(312) 278-3838

NAZI WAR CRIMINALS
IN AMERICA
by Lydia Demjanjuk
daughter of John Demjanjuk who is facing
simultaneous deportation to the Soviet

Union and extradition to Israel in order to
stand trial as an alleged Nazi War Criminal.

To order send 31000 dnlhrs plus $1. 00
LYDIA DEH.!ANJUK

P.0. Box 31424
Cleveland, Ohilo 44131

people of America,” he argues, “and
that is where the Poles find themselves.™
Former congressman and now Chi-
" cago Alderman Roman Pucinski stresses
that the major issue for Polish Ameri-
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ns, “as for all Americans,” will be the
economy. If the economy holds up,
“Reagan will be difficult to beat.” Still,
Pucinski argues, “there are a lot of soft
spots in Mr. Reagan’s armor.” He has

almost doubled the national debt and
“if Fritz Mondale can develop these and
other sore spots during the campaign,
he has a good chance of winning the
Polish vote.”

THE CARPATHIAN SKI CLUB OF NEW YORK

,  under the auspices of the
UKRAINIAN SPORTS ASSOCIATION OF USA and CANADA (USCAK)
will hold

’ THEANNUAL

TENNIS AND SWIMMING COMPETITION
at SOYUZIVKA

August 31 and September 1, 2, and 3, 1984 (Labor Day Weekend)

THE MEET IS DEDICATED TO UNA'S 90th!

TENNIS TOURNAMENT

I‘or individual CHAMPIONSHIPS of USCAK
and trophies of the

UKRAINIAN NATIONAL ASSOCIATION, SOYUZIVKA,
(INCLUDING THE B. RAK MEMORIAL TROPHY),
SYOBODA, THE UKRAINIAN WEEKLY and the sporis-

manship Trophy of Mrs. MARY DUSHNYCK
and PRIZE MONEY

Qualifications: This competition is open to any player
whose club is a member of USCAK. — Singles matches are
scheduled in the following division: Men, Women, Women (35
and over), Junior Vets (35-44), Senior Men (45-and 55:.Jnnior
(Boys and Girls).

Juniors are persons aged 18 and under, while seniors are
those over 45 years of age.

Registration for tennis matches, including name. age,
divisions and the fee of $15.00 should be send to:

UKRAINIAN NATIONAL ASSOCIATION
¢/o Miss Anya Dydyk
30 Montgomery St.,
Jersey City, N. J. 07302

Registrations should be received no later than August 23,
1984. No additional applications will be accepted before the
competitions, since the schedule of matches will be worked out
ahead of time.

TOURNAMENT COMMITTEE:
R. Rnkoc:y. Sr., Z. Snylyk G. Sawchak, Dr Z. Matkiwsky,
0. Kyzyk.

SCHEDULE OF MATCHES:

FRIDAY, August 31, Soyuzivka, 1:00 p.m. Men’s preliminary
round. Players who must compete in this round will be
nnuf:d by the tournament committee by Thursday,

August 23,

SATURDAY, September 1, Soyuzivka, 8:30 a.m. First round
junior girls (all age groups), junior vets, senior men,
women and women 35 and over, New Paltz, 8:30 a.m.-
men’s first round. Soyuzivka, 10:30 a.m. Juniors (all age
groups). New Paltz, 10:30 a.m.-men’s consolation round.
Soyuzivka, 3:30 p.m. Senior men 55 and over. Time and
place of subsequent matches will be designated by tourna-
ment director R, Rakoczy, Sr
Players in men’s division, scheduled to compete Friday but

unable to arrive on this day, as well as losers in the prelimenary

round, can compete in the consolation round.

Because of limited time and the large numer of entries,
players can compete in one group only they must indicate their
choice on the registration blank.

Players who fail ta, report for a scheduled match on time
will be defaulted.

(USCAK).

Reservations should be made individually by the competitors by writing to:
Soyuzivka, Ukrainian National Ass'n Estate, Kerhonkson, N. Y. 12446; (914) 626-5641

THE INTERNATIONAL
SWIMMING COMPETITION

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 1, 1984 at 11 a.m.
for INDIVIDUAL CHAMPIONSHIPS,
UNA TROPHIES and RIBBONS

in the following events for I-Ja)'s and girls:

8-10 and 11-12 age groups

25m [reestyle

50 m.  freestyle
25m.  breaststroke
25 m. backstroke
25m.  butterfly
4x25m. i

13-14 age group

50 m. -- freestyle
100 m. — freestyle
50 m. — breaststroke

50 m. - backstroke
50 m. - butterdly
100 m. - individual medley

4 x 50 m. — freestyle relay

15 and over age group

50 m. - freestyle

100 m. — freestyle

50 m. — breaststroke
- 50 m. — backstroke

50 m. — butterfly
100 m. — individual medicy
4 x 50 m. — medley relay

Swimmers can compete in 3 individual events and one
relay.

Registration will be held at the poolside on Saturday,
September |, starting a1 9:30 a.m. Registration fee is $2.00 per
person.

Swim Meet Committee: R. SLYSH. O. NAPORA. G.

HRAB. J. RUBEL, C. KUSHNIR, I. SLYSH. M. KRYSZ-
TALSKY. B. and J. YACIW, I. SOCHAN.

_ Swimmers should be members of sport and youth orga-
nizations which belong to the Ukrainain Sports Association

l, Name

1. Phone
4. Date of birth

5. Event  ape proup:

REGISTRATION FORM — TENNIS ONLY
Please cut out and send in with reg. fee of $15.00.

2: Address: cogaissn it Ter oo

6. Sports club membership: ..ol

Check payable to: KI.K American Ukrainian Sports Club
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ST SRS - Heritage group slates D.C. tour
PREVIEW OF EVENTS

Wednesday, August 22 through
Monday, August 27

CHICAGO: The annual Acres of
“un Festival, sponsored by St.
Joseph’s Ukrainian Catholic Church
at 5000 North Cumberland Ave., is
=xtended to six days this year. Rides,
zames, and amusements for people
of all ages will be featured at the
festival, which is expected to draw
thousands of visitors. Each evening
bands such as Lil Richard’s Polka
Band will provide dance music and at
7 p.m., on Sunday, the Ukraina.
Ensemble, under the direction
of Evhen Litvinov will perform
ethnic dances. A divine liturgy will be
served by Bishop Innocent Lotocky
at 10 a.m., Sunday. At the close of
the festival on Monday, a 1984 Buick
Skylark will be raffled off. Admis-

please call (312) 625-4805.

Saturday, August 25

ethnic nights sponsored by the Euro-
pean American Bank and the Nassau
County Department of Parks and
Recreation throughout each summer,
will begin at 7:45 p.m. This year’s
program will feature the Echo of the
Steppes bandura ensemble, Roma

Archbishop Mark...

(Continued from page 1)

He s torsetrated Bishop Mark at
St. Andrew’s Ukrainian Orthodox
Cathedral. Four years later, he was
elevated to the rank of archbishop and
named vicar to Metropolitan Mstyslav,
primate of the Ukrainian Orthodox
Church. As part of the honor, St.
Demetrius was named a cathedral, a
term which designates a bishop's resi-
dence. He was also assigned 1o preside
over St. Volodymyr’s Cathedral in New
York.

Archbishop Mark was also a long-
time activist in the Ukrainian National
Association. He served for many years
as secretary of UNA Branch 342 in
Carteret, and at the time of his death he
was an honorary chairman of the Perth
Amboy UNA District Committee. He
also participated in numerous UNA
conventions.

Archbishop Mark is survived by two
grandsons, Mark Joseph and Glenn
Elias, and one great grandson, Joseph
Mark.

Insure and
be sure.

Join the UNA.

sion is free. For more information of Ukrainian community events open
to the public, is a service provided
free of charge by The Weekly to the
Ukrainian community. To have an
event listed in this column, please
EAST MEADOW, N.Y.: Ukrainian send information (type of event,
Night at Eisenhower Park, one of the date, time, place, admission, spon-

WASHINGTON — Ukrainian Heri-
tage Inc., with the consent of the
National Committee Against the Russi-
fication of Ukraine, will sponsor a free
tour of historic sites in the nation’s
capital on Saturday, September 15.

Pryjma-Bohachevsky's dance en-
semble, Skomorochy, both of New
York, and the Bulava dance group of §
Toronto directed by Ivan Holuk.
Last year some 15,000 people attend-
ed the event which is freeand opento §
the public. Remember to bring chairs
or blankets.

The tour, in conjunction with the
manifestation against Russification in
Ukraine and the 20th anniversary of the
unveiling of the Shevchenko Monu-
ment, will begin on Saturday afternoon.
Free tour buses will depart at 3 p.m.,
from the parking lot of the National
Shrine of the Immaculate Conception,
on Fourth and Michigan avenues, in the
northeast quadrant of Washington.

PLEASE NOTE: Preview items
must be received one week before
desired date of publication. No
information will be taken over the
phone. Preview items will be publish-
ed only once (please note desired date ¥
of publication). All items are publish-
ed at the discretion of the editorial
staff and in accordance with available

space.

Included in the tour will be the
Ukrainian Catholic National Shrine of
the Holy Family and the Ukrainian
Nz:ional Monumesr*-Mausoleum,

where services will be held by the
Ukrainian clergy of all faiths for those
who gave their lives for the freedom of
Ukraine. The service will be followed by
the blessing of the cornerstone of the
monument-mausoleum.

After the ceremonies the buses will
transport all visitors back to the park-
ing lot of the National Shrine of the
Immaculate Conception. A free snack is
included in the tour.

Free tickets may be ordered now by
writing or calling: Ukrainian Heritage
Inc. P.O. Box 2995, Washington 20013,
(301) 568-5956. Only those persons with
tickets will be allowed to board the
buses and will be entitled to a free snack.

The deadline for ordering tickets is
September 1.

PREVIEW OF EVENTS, a listing

Artist who...

(Continued from page 11)

those dues are in the process of being
paid.

Athough he agrees that the psyching
up process (in art) is tedious, once he
gets going he experiences an elation that
is akin to falling in love or being
profoundly at peace with oneself.
“That's when,” he says with modest
candor, “1 am happiest with myself and
that in turn is a measure of loving
others. When I face the world with a
virgin canvas, | know that canvas can

sor,.etc.), along with the phone
number of a person who may be 3
reached during daytime hours for @
additional information, to: PRE-
VIEW OF EVENTS, The Ukrainian
Weekly, 30 Montgomery St., Jersey
City, N.J. 07032,

become the mother of many ideas.”

Is he inspired or taken with most of
his work, I wondered. “What parent,”
he answered with a question “is 100
percent satisfied with its offspring?”
Satisfied or not, marketable or not,
Yakiv Krekhovetsky has a “burden” to
create, a “compulsion he can't escape.™
He admits that he may be only partially
successful but insists that he must try to
do mnature justice. Yakiv's attempt to
capture the rhythms of nature and to
convey, in art form, its deep meaning to
him will be on view at Soyuzivka on
August [3-18.

At Soyuzivka August 18

KERHONKSON, N.Y. — The
weekend begins with a 9:30 p.m.,
dance on Friday to the sounds of the
Soyuzivka house band.

On Saturday, August 18, an 8:30
p.m. concert will feature the Yonkers-
based SUM-A dance group, Chayka,

and soprano Larissa Magun-Huryn.
Ms. Huryn will be accompanied by
Marichka Sochan-Shmorhaj. The
concert will be emceed by Anya
Dydyk. At 10 p.m. the Iskra Band of
New York will provide dancing
music on the Veselka Patio.

. Chayka Dancers

On Sunday, August 19, the art
work of Mychajlo Moroz will be on
view for all Soyuzivka guests. At 8:30
p.m. a special program, honoring the
artist on the occasion of his 80th
birthday, will be presented.

in 1984?

Have you contributed to the
UKRAINIAN COMMUNITY FUND

SEND IT NOW!

UKRAINIAN AMERICAN
COORDINATING COUNCIL

140 Second Avenue, New York, N.Y. 10003






