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STRUGGLE OF UKRAINE
FOR INDEPENDEMCE

Address dellvered by MARIE S. GAMBAL
at the Congress o&ﬁﬂl«n Ukrainians

at Washington, D. @, May 24, 1940

ETS have written some of their loveliest

lines about it. Artists hungered in garrets
rather than part with it. Men suffered im-
prisonment, torture, and, %eedeath that it
might be fully realized. l'o%* om 13 among
the most precious gifts of life.

Like its sister kin, democracy, it bears a
tragic connotation these war-ridden days.
word itself is overworked and variously mter«
preted. Hitler claims that he has brought. fxee
dom to the Germans and other peopls -
Stalin maintains that the citizens of :th
Union have bhoth freedom and demoét
many totalitarian exponents, America is
free nor democratic. And yet it is
Americans of Ukrainian descent ms
freely to give expression to the voi
gilenced on the lands from :

Although the Soviets assure us tbat there
is a free and democratic Ukrainian Republic, o
such gathering as this is possible there. One
wonders by what yardstick they measure free-
. dom and what dictionary definesa their kind of
democracy.

No, Ukraine today, thh a territory larger
than France and a population of more than forty
million people, hag neither freedom nor demo-
cracy.

Nor are the Ukrainians alone in their tragic
plight. Nations which for centuries have known
the blessings of::libexty, living their lives ac-
cording to their Way, and in many instances a
beautifully proportioned way, suddenly found
themselves overridden and robbed of their pre-
cious heritage. Their rights as free human be-
ings have been curtailed. For the strength of

a ruthiess and highly mechanized government is
powerful indeed.

" The Cinderella Among Nations -

“Their lot, however, is to some extent allevi-
ated in that they have the sympathy and un-
derstanding of a large portion of the world.
Almost eny speaker in this country, discussing
the affairs of Europe, justly feels that freedom

must be restored to those countries if progress

is to.continue. The Ukrainians alone among

. thesc peoples seldom have the comfort of sym-

pathy and understanding. They continue to re-

.. main the Cinderella among nations.

And yet, shorn of technological terms, of
befuddling- terminology, the problem is simple.
They want to decide themselves how they are
to organize their affairs. They want tg éstablish
their own ways of life within the family of na-
tions. They want their kind of freedom to pre-
vail: And since, through the centuries, the
Ukrainians have revealed their preference for
demacratic ways, they want a democracy.

A free, united, independent Ukraine—that is
. the kernel out of which the Ukrainian problem
arises, A country not dominated by Moscow,
Berlin, Warsew, or any other foreign source.
Surely this will for freedom ought to be un-
derstood- by any freedom-loving man and wo-
man.

This desire is not of recent origin. It is not |

The {.EE

3 . _.jemselm again, that they again tasted the
"IJoy of being freemen, They tilled the land, built

The Spiark of Action

The Galician-Volhynian State inherited its
mantle, but it too passed. recorded history
about the midle of the ¥ ‘ th Century. It
was Poland who in timaé
nearly all Ukrainian langs.
people proceeded with ‘8 £8
of a govemment setting. mi| on 1ts pinnacie’
of .powdf, :i}eawam denatiorfahzed while
the peo 625t hode ‘who, ~Lincoln said, God loved
beéause He made so many of them—were. cast
into a servile position, were told to obey and to
keep quiet.

‘For years the common man bore his lot»
silently. And then, seemmg]y out of nmhgﬁ,
the s, of acnon arose in the hearts of men’

; ’ireedom was on. The
< e'l; ifor, their. restlessness

Qlﬁfe of thelr%own%&i‘mxthdf‘orgamza-

fhiothierhoods, . This was quite legal and

paktent tolerated by the Polish gov-
Aerts: And they found a way outiof:an in-
Bfhgly unbearable situation by ‘e pmg to
;] steppes which Iay to the East in all théir
It was there that they found

fortresses, organized a semi-military Republic,
brought over their families, in spite of the
rules and regulations of the Polish government.

During the Fifteenth and Sixteenth Centuries
they developed a way of life, which in its sim-
plest form said that all men are born equal,
that a leader must be chosen by a majority,
that he may be ousted if he is incapable, that
freedom is worth living and dying for.

To counteract Poland, Bohdan Khmelnitsky,
who thought of extending the boundaries of the
Ukrainian Cossack Republic to include all lands
inhabited by Ukrainians, concluded a treaty
with Russia, then a rising power in the North.
Ukraine was to rétain many of her rights. The
people’s way of life was to Le left unmolested.
The Ukrainian Republic had the right to con-
fer with foreign powers. But Russia’s ambitions
were spreading in the direction of an extensive
Russian empire ruled by the Little Father, the
Tsar. Khmelnitsky died, a brokenhearted man !
foreseceing the mishap_of . his deal with the
northern neighbor.

Ivan Mazeppa, whose colorful life so ap-
pealed to the imagination of poets, writers, com-
posers and artists, attempted to regain the fast
disappearing rights of his country. With Swegen
he marched against: the army of Peter the
Great. And when he failed in 1709, Russia went
about making of Ukraine another Russidn pro-
vince. The end of the Eighteenth Century wit: |
nessed the last of the free Ukrainian, Cossack
Republic.

Russia, with its church, the school, all the

-

|
|
|
apparatus of an autocratic government at her |
disposal, should have been 'able to .erase all
trace of Ukraine's aspiration to be free: That
is, if the movement had not its roots in the lwes :
of millions of men and women, - !
The Russian language, the Russian way of I
life pervaded. If ever there was an occasion ‘
to suppress in a people every thought of their |
difference and to erase from the minds of the
perslstently hopeful every idea of national free- i
dom, it was during those trying years after the |
truction of the Sitch. But again the love of |

| freedom proved stronger than bureaucratic de- |

something artificially concocted out of the vani-:

ties of ambitious leaders. It is not of foreign
instigation. Voltaire knew this when he wrete in
the Eighteenth Century that "Ukrame has al-
ways aspired to be free.”

Ukraine's first attempts at statecraft go back
hundreds of years to the Ruf state with Kiev as
its 'bright light, as it is today its capital ecity,

. and to the Galician-Volhynian State. And from

then on events wind their way through the cen-
turies-—the fall of the Kiev State, Poldnd’s. rule,
the Cossack Republic, the Pereyaslav Treaty,
the destruction of the Sitch—bright pages which
dim in and out Ukraine’s historical records.
The Kiev period, which historians tell us was
a brilliant one against the background of its

times, bearing within it seeds of at promise,
fell u’ngg §'the

r the Tartar invasion and the quarrels
of the princes themselves.

to express all the longing of the people to be

crees. That undefinable something which makes
men and women reach out for supposedly un-. :
obtainable goals, brought about the renaissance [
{ of the Ukrainian movement. |

Shévchenko — Symbol of Ukralne - 3 .

There appeared one who more than any
other during the Nineteenth Century was ahle

l
i
free, Passionately he wrote against oppressnon t
of all sort, against serfdom which prevailed in
Russia and Ukraine, beautifully he recalled some
of the scenes of Ukraine's past history, with acid
pen he chastised the pharisees. For ten years,

little did Shevchenko realize that not long after
his death he would become a symbol of Uk-.
raine’s new goal of freedom,

What were decrees issued that there is no
Ukrainian language, never was, and never wili
be, that Ukrainian folk songs are forbidden to
be printed, that Ukrainian plays are not to be
performed, compared to the will of a reawak-
ened people? During the breathing spells when

' no one, came to the defense of

: we here have been brought up, on the traditions

the gover nmecnt turned at least a shade liberal,

rapid strides were inade on the way to this
reawakening; and over there, across the Dnieper,
under Austria-Hungary, where some measure of .
constitutional rights prevailed, several million

{ Ukrainians were likewise busy. Writers appear-
| ed, organizations were organized,

schaools for
chxldx'en were founded. Stubbornly and per-
sistently the people marched on.
The Ukrainian Republic

Their new found will to freedom found ex-
pression during the World War. As in the case
of other nations, the Czechs, Finns, Lithuanians, -
_Poles, the Ukrainians organized their govern-

@gpt. A united Ukrainiani People’s Republic ap-

peared among the new states of Europe. But
whereas other peoples, because of their very
smaliness, were left to pursue their destiny at
their own free will, the Ukrainian lands, covet-
ed by Russia and other countries, were divided
among four powers. Treaties were signed, maps
were drawn up, histories were written, a people’s
doom was scaled. _

Progress is not an cvenly spaced march for-
ward, There are pits and stumbling blocks
ahead. For a brie{ span of time an independ-
ent Ukrainian democratic state existed, and
there could be no complete turning back for
the Ukrainians again. Although during the
twenty-odd years that followed there could be
no all-embracing drive for freedom, the dream
of liberty would not die out in the hearts of
men and women,

The man-made famine in Soviet Ukraine,
taking its toll of millions of human beings, the
concentration camps, the ruthless manner of
Bolshevism in Ukraine which drove Lenin's’
friend, Skrypnik, to commit suicide--all these
were signs that the people had not accepted
Russia's rule willingly. While in Poland, where
several million Ukrainians found themselves,

prisons were filled with rebellious youths, Be-

sarabova met a horrible death, Bilas and Dani-
lishin were put to death, and unarmed, blame-
less villagers were "pacificd” by the decrce of
the government.
Another Symbol — Carpatho Ukraine

These were tragic ways in which the will to
be freemen and freewomen continued to live in
a peaple. And when opportunity arose, little
Carpathian Ukraine was ready to take up the
formula of an autonomous state, and later pro-
claimed “ler independence. To be sure it was
but for one day. However, the symbo! remain-
cd. Young men, of their own will, driven by
arpathian Uk-
raine against the mechanized, large Hungarian
army. To them their little country was the
symbol "of that large, much larger, Ukraine.
Forihey were brought up on the tradition that

of freedom and.the rule of the people,” the
traditions of the Cossacks and the Sitch, on the
Kobzar of Shevchenko, the remembrance of days
past when.Sichovy Striltsi fought for that large;
united Ukraine,

It was a day bearing within itself all the
tragedy and pathos and the hopes of a people.
No wonder that an American correspondent,

. who happened to be there on that very day,

wrote (what seems to me) her finest contribu-
tion of the year. Having witnessed many
sccnes in the events of many peoples at war
with each other, she was impressed by the
simplicity,- the sipcerity of these Ukrainian
boys' devotion to an idea. Measured by rules
of sophisticated wisdom, these Carpathian men

i'may have seemed unwise indeed in their hope-

less struggle. But measured by the rulp that
there is nothing finer than giving one's life for

‘another, their struggle was not in vain.

Today, almost all of Ukraine is under the

! rule of the Soviet Union.

Europe is at war. It seems a hopeless task

trying to bring attention to another unhappy -

people. And yet sometime, someday, there will
be peace and we hope it will be such that man-

‘kihd will Jook toward it as a lasting one.

If justice and truth are not to be mere-
-ghiboleths, the Ukrainian people must be con-.

Amdered There, their voices are silenced under-

"a 'ruthiess govenment machinery, where even?
foreign correspondents are not allowed to enter.

-Whatever shape or form a future I:,umpe;r
will take, the Ukrainian people’s will for free-
dom and their traditions of rule by the peoplev
must be taken into consideration.

DANIELSON AND ZINN
TO MARRY -~

versity of Michigan, and last year

i active in Ukrainian orgamzahons

%

© of 2370 Danforth

League of North America will
marry tomorrow in Detroit. They
are Steven G. Danielson and M-
_dred 1. Zinn. The ceremony will

«Yiktake place at St. John’s Ukrain-
. 1an Catholic Church, and the re-

ception will be at the Ukrainian

" Home in Hamtramek.

Steven, age 31, son of Ksenia
and the late Theodore Danyleszyn,
Street, Ham-
tramck, served as treasurer in the
UYL-MNA for three years, begin-

- ning in 1933 when the league was i
-+ founded. He received his A. B.
¢ degree at Albion College, then took

E up post- graduate work at the Um-rg Steve says that “she was quite

Fametetre e

LY I

s ‘he graduated from the Detroit Col-

Two young persons who were |
officers of the Ukrainian Youth’s’

lege of Law with an LLB. He will
take his bar exams this fall. He
is a member of the Gamma Gamma
chapter of Sigma Nu fraternity, a
member of the Cooley Senate of
Deita Theta Phi legal fraternity,
sponsor of the Premier Club
(American), and vice-president of
the Ukrainian University Gradu-
ates Club. At present he is em-

ployed as an accountant in the ™

Wayne County Treasurer’'s Office.
Miss Zinn, is a graduate of De-

troit schools and at present is

private secretary to the district

manager of F.H.A. She is a former ..

secretary of the UYL-NA.
“In a personal note to this writer.

-
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but now is trying to organize me.’'
Further on he adds that '‘on the |

income that my future wife re--

ceives, I believe that I vnll be able
to take care of her.”
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IVAN FRANKO'S “MOSES”

Tmns. by Waldimir Semenyna

With a blographical sketch of
fvan Franko

by Stephen Shumeyko
Price 50 cents

SVOBODA COORSTORE
81-83 Grsnd Street
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l PHILLY CHORUS SCORhS 2‘
A HIT a

The “Philadelphia  Ukrainian,

' made a dis'.tincl hit. Y%

Youth Chorus,”
tion of Stephen Marusevich of
New York, made its first public
appearance before a non-Ukrain-'’
ian audience on Monday, May 20th
when they sang three selections
at the “T Am An American
Day" program in the Wm. Penn
H. 8. auditorium. The enthus‘astic
applanse of the 1.500 persons nre-

under the ditec-2'x
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sent indicated that the chorus had .
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