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. LIFE AND WORKS OF IVAN FRANKD

- _r--

His hopes of publishing an
independent journal

HIS independent journal that
Franko hoped to launch was in
r the name of “Prapor” (Ban-

“"ner) and its policy was to be de-

cidedly progressive, one that
would satisfy the Dnieper Ukrain-
ians and at the same time propa-
gate progressive ideals among the
Galician Ukrainians. Despite his
high expectations in this venture,
-however, Franko was doomed to
disappointment. The journal did
not materialize; mainly because the
Kiev Ukrainians could not or did
not raise the necessary funds. And
80 Franko had to return once more
to Lviw and accept the position of
editor of the “Zorya," subject, how-
ever, to the censorship of its chief
editor, Alexander Barkowsky. This
step so enraged Dralomaniv that
for a while the relation; he

the two of them stood in dan;
permanent ru ¢ 4

_Drahomaniw was very' "hostlle to-
wards the populists and belabor-
ed them at every possible occasicn,
as in the Polish "Prawdd” (War-
saw) and-the “Kraj" (Petersburg).

forsake his dream of lus own in-

dependent journal, and having °

made friends in Kiev during the
previous visit, he decided to visit
Ukraine's ancient capitol once more.
His mxssion was again fruitless;
but l;rought back with him
this time’s wife, Olga Khoronzhin-
gka, whom he met and married in
Kiev in the spring of 1886. \

The little funds that the Kievans
gave him Franko used upon hig
return for the founding of the
“Naukova Biblioteka,” which pub-
lished, among others, a fine work
by Paviyk about the libraries in
Galicia. Eventually this institution
became the “‘Literaturno-Naukove
Biblioteka,” which published some
of Franko's works, such as the
large work concerning Vishensky,
the poem ‘“Death of Cain,” and a
‘rieﬁ:ew of Shevchenko's “Pereben-

Loss of editorship

Nevertheless the relations be-
tween Franko and the older gene-

-
=

’ ' L o

ration instead ‘of iﬁmg, con-
stantly grew worse, so that finally,
in the autumin of 1886, he was dis-
charged as editor of “Zorya" for
having published in it some verses
by Rudansky and' a number of
literary reviews by Hrinchenko,
which, in the eyes of the popul-
ists, were immoral. It was of no
avail that Franko had shown these
contributions to the chief editor
before publishing them.

Forced to hecome a Polish
journalist

F‘inding ‘himself and his dear
ones . very straibhtened cir-
cum ,-Franko was forced “to
enter the service of neighbors,” as
hé’ later wrote of this peried from

1887 to 1897 when he 2880~
ciate-editor of the Pollsh" neéws-
paper “"Kurjer Lwowski,” in which

capacity he
serfdom.”

For Franko as a writer this
-period was indeed most unfortun-
ate, for the writer now became
a paid artisan, the Ukrainian poect
became the Polish journalist. The
bibliography of his works, pre-
pared for the occasion of the
twenty-fifth anniversary of his
literary activities, fairly swarms
with Polish titles during those ten
years, with only now and then a
Ukrainian title among them. It is
true, of course, that among his
Polish works—for the most part
of an economical, literary-scienti-
fic and critical nature—--there is a
large number devoted to Ukrain-
ian affairs; nevertheless this period
was indeed a great loss to Ukrain-
ian literature, for it coincided with
the besf and moest creative years
of his life.

In the “Kurjer Lwowski" he
spared no effort to make a good
job of the duties assigned to him.
Having more freedom of expres-
sion in the Palish press in regards
Ukrainian matters than he did in
the Ukrainian press itself, he took
full advantage of it and merciless-
ly lashed away at all those ele-
ments in Ukrainian life that were
weakening it. Every - dereliction
of duty by those charged with it
found Franko reporting it, criticiz-
ing “those responsible for it, and
giving sound and constructiva-lad-
vice how to remedy it.

served ten years of

‘ture during that time,

Diqill%on" SRS

His work on the Pohsh ‘news- -
to him in an-
wrote Iater:

ihe .
nineteenth ¢ e n¥WBY Wwhen “the
younger Ukrainian genersation broke
all tieg thait:ip bound them Eo htl;u:'
older generat pg:{gnd some of then:
transferred "thel? activities to Po-’

lish newspapcm—-mthotft censngg. P

however, to Iabor for lh
ian ideals—the change
for- them brought with it%
thought: the possibility Q -

Ukram-

promise aqd cpmmon labors “be-

goals, especially the overthmw of
the landed and reactionasy ruling !
classes mthln the country...,It‘
took ten years,” Franko adds with .
bitter disillusionment, “before thesie
Ukrainian idealists finally réplized

that there was nothing- théyTeould-

gain from the Poles and that bng\m
by sowing upon one 'S fleld call'-bne~|
earn his own bread.” _

Some of his works in Polish

Besides his regular “journalistic.
output there appeared . in the
“Kurjer” in serial form sbveral of !
his novelettes, such: as- "Mamru-
lantka,” ‘“Yatz Zelepuha,”
talakh,” and several others. Other !
papers, too, published his works,
such as the "Kraj" (St. Peters- .
burg). "Prawda” (Warsaw), "Prze-
glad Spoleczny™ (Lviw}, “Kurjer
Warszawski,” “‘Glos” (Warsaw),
“Ruch” (Lviw). “Kwartalnik His-
toryczny"” (Lviw), and a number |
of others. He also wrote a httle !
in German, and (beginning  in
1888) some of his stories were !
translated inte Russian and pub- |
lished in this form in the "Kiev-
skaya Starina."

“Pansky Zharti"

Let it not be supposed, how- |
ever, that during the period of his
connection with Polish publications
Franko completely “'broke the Uk-
rainian pen,” for he actually was |
of some service to Ukrainian litera- |
Early in
the year 1887 he wrote one of his '
most famous poems, “Pansky Zhar- |

.u" {Landlord’'s Jests), which one |

(5;.\

i tious"” teachings.

“Pan." !

“eritic, Gregovy Cellinsky, who «id
not care so much for his lyrical

r'Z Vershyn i Nyzhyn"” (From
H’eights and Depths).
published in 1887, contained “Pan-
sky Zharti” also), characterized it

-

' . as “monumentum mere perennius;’”
an epic poem of the % estgquality
and beauty. F"a

The theme of this poem con-
cerns the abuses suffered under
the system of serfdom which ex-
isted legally in Eastern Galicia
- until 1848. In it Franko portrays
an old priest who was a veritable
father to his flock, deing all that he
- ¢ould to help them. His labors on
their behalf met with the dis-
pleasure of the local wealthy land-
lord Miputsky. When the latter
learned that the villagers were
about to destroy their saloon and
build a school, he became very
angry at the priest for his “sedi-
But on the side
of the Vvillagers was a government
commissar, a German, who, court-

kv

.a sharp insult from him. This of-
ficial informed the villagers that
the emperor had in mind to free
the peasants of their serfdom." In
order to merit this expected free-
dom, the villagers determined that
“on New Year’'s Day they would
swear off drinking. But when they
came to the church to do this’
they found the doors closed upon
the order of the landlord.
nant, the villagers rang the bells
as an alarm. At this moment a

number of hoodlums in the land- -
lord’'s pay came running up with~

whips and an order to the peasants
to begin cutting lumber in the
forest on this holy day. The peo-
ple rebeiled and bloodshed was im-
minent when the old priest appear-
ed and quieted them. And when
Migutsky, who was standing by,
began sneering af him, he quietly
warned him that:

W e CROT rpaNLE MIE,
| uo HiXTO Taknx  rpaninh
Beakapno e nepecrynae.”

{Everything in the world has its
boundaries, and .no one can over-
step them without suffering the
consequeices)..

{To be continued}

_UKRAINIAN TERRITORIES UNDER GERMAN OGCUPATION

AN article written by Dr. S. Vo-
lodymriv which appered in
“Svoboda” qmte recently, deals
* with those Ukrainian lands which
:. have been seized by Germany fol-
lowing the downfall of Poland.
The fourth division : of Poland
and the inclusion of the Ukrainian
territory within the U.8.S.R. has
reduced the percentage of Russians
within the Soviet Union:to 45 per
cent, and has raised the Ukrainian
pEI;j:entage to 25 per cent. Out-
ide Soviet Ukraine the only Uk-

rainian territories are Carpathian :

Ukraine under Hungary, the Pria-
shiv district under Slovakia, Buko-

vina and Bessarabid under Ru- :

mania, as well as certain tertifories
which have been included in the
Greater Relch, - -

More than half of the present
German Soviet frontier runs
through Ukrainian ethnographic
‘territory and certain Ukrainian
territories for the second time in
history have been included within
Germany. Thus, in the year 1795,
after the third division of Poland,
Prussia seized the northern see-
tions of Pidliashe, which she kept
until 1807, when it was taken over
by Russia, Other sections of Uk-
raine came under another Ger-
magic State, Austria, when in
1772 the latter annexed Galicia
and three years later annexed
Bukovina.

The last partition of Poland has
cnabled Germany to seize the fol-.

g lowing Ukrainian territories:

et

Southern Pidliashe, the Kholm
Land, the northern part of the

1

|

Lvnw district, the central portion
of the Sian Land, and western and
central Lemko Land. Formerly
these territories were included in
three Polish Voevodships: Krakow,
Lviw and Lublin,

-The Lemko regions under Ger-
many consist of a long narrow
strip (200 kilometres long and 5
to 35 kilometres wide, average 20

’

. kilometres), which stretches along

the crest of the Carpathians, bor-
dering upon Carpathian Ukraine
“and which actually belongs to the
Baltic basin of the Sian and Vis-
tula rivers. This land of forest,
mountain pasture, and beautiful
scenery is a tourist centre and
contains numerous mineral springs
and unexploited natural resources.
The percentage of Ukrainians there
is between 80 per cent and 85 per
cent, with a very slight Polish ad-
dition. It consists of the southern
sections of four districts formerly
included in the Krakow Voevod-
ship: Novy Sanch, Novy Torh,
Horlytsia and Yaslo, and the south-

_ern sections of four districts of the
~former Lviw Voevodship: Korosng,

Sianik, Lisko and Turka. -

The second unit, the Sian, now
under the Greater Reich, is on the
left bank of the Sian river and
forms a triangle where the river
changes its course. Dyniv, Svy-
‘bhodna, Rozhizh Okruhly, Chastko-
vytsi, Baratin, Potik Luh, and Ra-
dymno form the north-western

side of the triangle, while the Sian -

river forms the eastern and south-
ern sides., Here the population is

mixed with Poles, and the Ukrdin-
ians make up only 60 per cent.
Formerly it was divided between
the districts of Yaroslav and Pere-
mysl.

The third section, now under
Germany, is, the northern part of
the Lviw province, consisting of
sections of five.districts: Lantsul,
Yaroslav, Liubachiv, Reva-Rugka
and Sokal.

The historical Kholm ILand is
the fourth region under Germany.
Its name is derived from the town
of Kholm, which in the 13th: cen-
tury was the favourite residence
of Danylo Romanovich, the Grand
Duke of the Halich-Volodymyr
State. To this territory helongs
the southern part of Pidliashe {the
land under Liakh or the Pole or in .

proximity with the Liakhs). The !

Lemko Land .............../ ...
Sian Land ..........> .. .......
Parts of the Lviw province

Kholm land and Southern Pidliashe 8,000

To this must be added ckout 50
villages in Poland proper with n
Ukrainian population of approxim- |
ately 60,000. Also therec must be
added thousands of refugees from
Galicia and Volynia, as well ag i
thousands of Ukrainian prisoners
who were members of the former !

Kholm Land and Pidliashe form
the eastern section of the former
Lublin Voevodship. They consist
of eight districts: Rubeshiv, Toma-
shiv, Kholm, Volodava, Rila, Bil-
horay, Kratnostav, and Zamostia,
situated within a large arc formed
by the river Buh. These are the
territories which bore the brunt of
Polonization and Catholic proselyt-
jsm. Here the Ukrainians arc in
the minority, Polish pressure dur-
ing several hundred years having
been partially successful. On the
whole the Ukrainians make up
one-third of the population. The
following table, based upon un-
reliable Polish statistics of 1921
and 1931, and on somewhat more
reliable Austrian statistics of 1900
and 1910, gives an approximate
statement of the population,

.. Villages with .

jetry that appeared in his collee-

First edition, ~

ing Migutsky's daughter, suffered

Indig-

X

Vi ke sl $in

Area in Ukrainian
sq. kilm.  Ukrainians  majority .
3,000 190,000 280 .u
450 35,000 50 L
2,000 100,000 g0
210,000 450
14,450 535,000 850

Polish army. Together these make
up apnroximately twenty thousand,

Thercfore, cven on the hasis of
these inexact figures which were
usually meant to minimize the

numberp of Ukrainians, there are -

at present under

Germany about
600,000 Ukrainians.
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APPOINTED YEARBOOK
MANAGER

; _ Mr, Orest A. Zorena, a junior in
rthe Department of Business Edu-

cation of Indians State 'Teachers |

: College, was appointed to the posi-
- Hon' of Business Manager of the
-college yearbook, “The Oak.” This
wpast year, Mr. Zorena served as

\ Assgistant Business Mandger of the
‘ -same publication. The basis upon
. whi¢h the Business Manager is
i glected iz scholarship, experience,
and social -standing.

ricular activities.

:of the coliege newspaper,

and member of the YMCA.

While at home he is 2 mem-
“~ber of the Ukrainiap National
“Choir of Arnold which & under
“the direction of Rev, Gregory Pa.v-

i
3

!ovaky i

‘taken over by the State.

Zorena has also 'been very
- a.ctwe in many other extra-cur-
These include:
" member of Sigma Tau Gamma
"~ Professional Social - Fraternity,
“treasurer of the Varsity “I" Club,
treasurer of the Winter Sports
Club, member of the Sophomore
" Tribunal, assistant Sports Editor
f ll'I'he
- Penn,” member of the Executive
Loan Fund Commitiee of the Var-
. gity "I Club, Intramural Sports
. Manager, Varsny Boxing Mansger,

|

g

|

BASKETBALL

gy -

] y:‘iirullng of the Ukratnian Na-
tionzl Association Bxecutive Commit-
.tee there will be no eastarn champion-

ship in the U.N.A. Basketbal Loeague -

for 1940, The aspiranis for cham-
pionship in the east were New York,
- Berwigk, - and M:hanoy City, leaders
- of distriets t, 2, and 3 respectively.

‘Mahanoy City eliminated Néw York
in race for the trophy hy winning

2 game played in Naw York. Berwlck,
however. did not win the District
No. 2 title until May 2nd. By that
time the Mahanoy City
disbanded, and the final game. with
Berwick could not hé played. "

The Execulive Commiitee. had rmade ’
it plin that championship cannot be

won by forfeits, and that the games
‘ th be played far the trophy.

BASEBALL
The number of teams that h:ve

AR A
u

registered for the coming skason is .

.the- same as that of 1939, Softball,
... however, has spread lke wildfire, At

< will wear thg U.N.A, emblem on the
“uniforms this summer,

Joregistered your team with the U.N.A.

waste your
registration m:? %" twill only be re-

., Jected and returped ‘t¢ you. _Blame
P -your manager for being Iute..

T T T T, T e e g T T
T Tﬂ_..,,. TR T

gistrations was May 31st.
b ’
JERSEY CITY H.N.S. BEATS
NEW YORK SITCH
The Ukraintan Holy Name Soclety
of Jersey City defeated the New York

Chornomorska Sitch, 'S to 3, at Jersey
q‘s Monthmery Annex on May.

The score by igpjn(s

: R K E
New York: . & Y 00—3 4§ 3
Jersey Clty 000 0% ix—5 6 §

. : 'M!CHAEL STEBLECKL -

THE U N AJSPORTLEA

team had

 least 30 teams, basedall and sofiball, .

Important notice: If you have not.

- Athletic Director to this™ date, don't .
sendlng your

‘blame
" anybody—but the last date for re- ]

DESTRUCTION--OF ECONOMIC LI FEIN SOVIET
WESTERN UKRAINE

(NOTE: The following interest- .

- ing article is taken' from a recent
- issue of the “New Europe"” fort-

nightly published in’ London. All
references in it to “Soviet-occupied
Poland” are actually references to
Soviet-occupied Western Ukraine,
formerly under Poland. There are

no- ethnographic Poligh . territories

under the Soviets.-—Editor)™ *

Numerous reports received l’rom'
persons recently arrived from So-
viet-occupied Poland indicate that
all economic activities there under
Soviet occupation are slowly but
steadily coming to an end.

Al] industrial centres have been
At the
beginning of the occupation, the
Soviet authorities formed local
collective administrative councils,
but these were scon discarded and

replaced by normal Soviet organ- .

izations. Numerous trusts have

been formed and a web of eco-

"t nomic’ and ‘administrative bureau-

cracy has spread over the whole

‘t country. Only very few independ-

ent enterprises remain. As a rule,
-all industries are "controlled by

" larger units in Soviet White Ru-
' thenig, or Soviet Ukraine and some-
- times they are subordinated to or-
| ganizations in the Union (whose,

competence extends to the whole
the U.S.S.R.}, as for instance .is
the case of electrical enterprises,
Throughout the administrative
machine the highest posts go to
newcomers from Russia; Bolshe-
vik methods of work have been
forced upon industrial centres and
their production is suffering in
consequence. The timber industry
will soon be completely ruined by
these predatory methods.

" Several industrial centres have
been’ plundered by the Soviet au-
thorities and the spoils shipped to
Russia. The plant of Kalomya and
Chortkiw power stations, part of
the Stanislaviw power plant, and
‘all furniture from the head offices
-of several banking houses, such as
the State Land Bank (Paastwowy
Bank” Rolny) 'have been removed
to Russia,
~ The requisitions "also " covered
Such articles as non-ferrous metals,

’ plg-u:on. textites, wood and sawn

timber - from' ‘the .State “forests, -

sugar, tobacco and alcalol from -

the Polish State Monaopoly, agricul~
tural implements and a large num:
ber of locomotives (which are now
being adapted by the Bolsheviks
for wuse &h -/ their broad-gauge
tracks). Coal was also exported
to Russia, thua causing an acute
shortage of fuel in the various fac-
tories exploited by the Sovlet au-
thorities, ,

The Soviet Press announced &
few weeks ago that industries in
the accupied territory are to be de-
veloped, but so far thizs “‘develop-
ment" ‘hgs not, essed beyond
the a r-plannn 80 béloved by

viet duthoritiss, No actual

‘ economic improvement or develop~

ment of the occupied areas is
seriougly contemplated. Medium-
sized and small factorles tolerated
after the first decisions of 'the na-
tions! ‘councils in October, are
now being liquidated, as happened =
‘in the Bialystqk and Grodno dis-
tricts, where out of a total number

m‘
THE 'SHOWEER °

The earth took a shower today

'Neath a flerce and lashing spray

Of rain that spared no roof, -
Nor kept itself aloof

_From nnything visible.
It drenched wa_lia’ and window

panes - . :
And rumitled down water drains, .
No bough teo smali, or tree tall

To escape any or all
Of its fury, -

Then, when at last’ _
The raging downpour had
Grystgl draps_ hung row by row,

L Just . outside my very window,

Uks jewe[s rare.
e : HELEN TYRCYK

‘,-. -

of 80 industrial enterprises (feather

- factories) 11 were wound up.

9mal! trades and handicrafts,
which are widely developed in this
part of Poland {the Soviet author-
ities themselves calculating - the
numbers of peasant-artisans’ at
200,000), are heing compulsorily
converted into "artxels" (a sort of
co-operative organisation under of-

 ficial control) with the cumbriocus

bureaucratic machinery indispengy
able under the Soviet system, -

Even the Soviel Press (Izvxesﬂa,
December 5, 1939) has mildly cri-
ticised the incapacity and disorder-
ly methods prevailing.

The banks have been taken over

-by the State and their deposits and -

investments confiscated, while a
new central banking organizatiqx_l

has been instituted for the purpose .
of controlling the financidl system.

Soviet Russia has been carefil

to establish a large number of -
savings banks in occupied: Poland .

(“Izviestia,” Jan. 29, 1940):-'the
chief task of these banks in U. S.
S. R. territory is the compulsory
investment of the savings of the
working class in the so-called State
loans isgued. by the Soviet Treas-

urgiethods of gradusnl seizure were
employed in the case of commerce.
The first decisions taken on this
point did not indicate that all com-
merce would eventually be -put en-
tirely under State control. It was
not unti{ December 11, 1939, that
the law requiring the “nationaliza-
tion” of shops and the requlsition
of goods was passed, Some proper-
ty owners were paid in zlotys,
which ceased to be legal tender on
December 21. Others received no
compensation at all,

In some branches of trade
{chemist shops, for instance) a
pretence of free trading was kept
up by allowing the owners to
“give' their property to the State.
In many such cases shop owners

“had to give up all they had earned

gince September 1, 1939. The ex-

..tremity of this measure led to &

wave of suicides, especially among
Jewish merchants. Among the sui-
cides was Gabriel Stark, a promi-

nent merchant of Lviw.

Private bBusinkss was replaced by

8 system of State-controlled shops,

or co-operatives, subject to the
authority of a single organization
composed of Soviet officials. 'This
organization Is dependent on the
parent organization of the U.S.S.R.
All wholesale trade hag heen taken
cver by the State.

One of the first. visible signs of
the sovietisation of trade was long
queues of shoppers outside every
open shop. There is little consola-
tion for the consumer in Molotov's
statement that waiting queues are
& sign ¢of prosperity, which does
not exist in capitalistic countries,
where the people have no money
to spend.

A further result of sovietisation
is the shortage of goods and the
development of apeculatnon and
hawking. The Soviet Press 18 lead-
ing an active campaign against
specylation, whichk, however, is a
normal and characteristic practice

in the U.SS.R. Country people.

prefer a system of barter to the
acceptance of Soviet currency of
doubtful value,
Agriculture i3 being
more carefully by the Soviet of-
flcials. It is true that on Qctober
28, 1930, the Assembly ruled that
all land should  be considered as
State property, thus laying. the

foundation for future colleétivisa--

tion. But in the first stages of the
occupation, the Soviet authorities
parcelled out the land té peasants
who ' previously owned little or no
land, assuring them ‘that it would
be for their ot use.

The process 3 distribition was
‘deliberately haphazard. ‘It was put

into the hands of a committee of
peasants. Figures published in So-

viet newspapers, showed,. bowever,

E.b.atg«t}au:e Iandm ping T s
or euae. Roreaty; garddns.
ST

i
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UKRAINIANS TO APPEAR"?"_'

AT THE WORLD'S FAIR

TOMORROW

An Open House Party will be -

held by three Ukrdinian groups at®
the American Common of the New.'
York World's Fair tomorrow, June-

. 9, 1940 at«7:00 P. M. The Ukrain-

ian Dance Club of Jersey City (led -

by Nicholas Tomchuk), the Uk-# v "

rainian Folk Dance Circle of New '
York City and the Ukrainian
Dancers Club of Elizabeth, N. J.
(led by Michael Herman), will de-
monsirate: & series of Ukrainian
folk dances.

The exhibition will be augment<

ed by the participation of the au-." -

dience”in special folk dances to be
taught and led by Michael Herman,
Inaamuch
mon stands or the former site
of the Soviet Pavilion of last year,
the Ukrainians are bound to put
extra zest into their dancing on,
as they say, “the bones of Stalin,”
since  last ' year they were pro-
hibited from dancing at the fair
because of the Soviet agreement
with the fair. Admission to the
American Common is free.

NEW YORK CITY

CHARM, BEAUTY, GLAMOUR, DIS-
TINCTION, LOVLINESS! Learn about
ail these assels and how you can have
tham at the “FIND YOUR CHARM™"
LECTURE sponsored by the Ulasinian .
Civie Center, Internationzal Institute,
341 E. 17th St, New York City on
TUESDAY, JUNE 1%, 1940 at §:30
P. M. Miss Beatriz Baird of the Do- -
rothy Gray Salon will be the speaker.
No Admission Chnrge. :
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State control,

In many instances livestock was
requisitioned and sent to Russia.
This was especially true of horses,
which are badly needed by the So-
viets. 'The requisition of wheat
had a particularly serious result
for the people of the countryside
and villages. Soviet pollcy towards
the peasants is often inconsistent.
In some places the peasants were
told they could fell trees in the
forests, and afterwards the whole’
cammunity was held ‘responsible-
for this act.

Under such conditions’ it is not
surprising that much arable land
was left unsown last autumn,
which will result in great loss to
the next harvest. The feeling of
unrest is accentuated by fear of
collectivisation of goods. This
fear i8 shared by the Ukrainian
and White Ruthenian peasants.-
The policy of collectivisation began
to make itself felt in January of
this year. Its first outward mani-
festation was the establishment of
numerous courses for the chiefs of
collective rural organizations (kol-
khoz), country councils, and agri-
cultural technicians,

According to. reliable “informa--
tion, the collective exploitaticn by
small farmers owning insignificant
plots of land was inaugurated at

-the seme time. Ome of these col-

lective farms has been established
in the vicinity of Baranowicz, one
in the Bialystok district, and & few
more in Seouth-Fastern Poland, One

-form the ill-treatment of coun-

try dwellers takes is the imposis-
tion by the invaders of a high
taxes on property—sometimes as
much as 115 roubles on a "morg"
(about one and a quarter acres).
This is the same system that pre-
vails in the U.S.5.R., where the

.few landowners who escaped col-

lectivisation . are burdened with’
taxes sufficiently high to ruln them.
The system was introduced by
decrees issued by the Soviet Gov-
ermment in August, 1838, and May,
1939.

These attempts at the collectiv-
isation of agriculture will undoubt-
edly produce serious complications,
in the occupied territory. Already
we are recelving reports about in-
creasing tension hetween the peas-
ants and the Russian military
forces. The peasants have hither-
to opposed the Soviet @rbifrary

comynittes in ch of theu' 'In.-
teérests "with equal ke T

as the American Come— ——.

HE S



