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EXTRACTS FROM THE PRESS

UKRAINE GENERAL

Recent accounts, not only in the
Ukrainian Press of Poland, but in
the Soviet Press itself, indicate a
state of acute unrest in Ukraine
under the U.S.S.R.

Ukrainian opposition was voiced
openly, at a Party Conferen¢e at
Kiev. Other reports show that the
sternest ‘measures are 'being em-
ployed against Ukrainians, but
that—on Moscow’s own showing—
the Central Government of the
U.S.S.R. is faced with a rapidly ex-
panding menace to its prestige, and
the solidarity of the Union.

PR
UKRAINE UNDER U.SS.R.

Open opimsltion of Ukrainians

“Visty,” Kiev, June 6th, reports
that during a Conference of the
Communist Party of Kiev district,
on June 5, a list of 60 candidats
for official Party posts was pro-
posed, but that several of those
named, under the leadership of J.
J. Kovaliv, Party Secretary of the
Petrol Distributing Centre,.refused
to accept their nomination, stating
that they would not take respons-
ibility for Stalin's policy in U-
~ kraine. They were immediately ar-
rested. ’

Party Secretary attacks Ukrainians

“Pravda,” Moscow, June 9, states
that Khrushchov, Party Secretary
of Ukraine, and its virtual dictdior,
made a long indictment of Ukrain-
ians at the Kiev District Confer-
ence ‘'on June 5th in the course of
which he said: “Ukrainian Ne-
tionalists have secured the direct-
ing posts in Ukraine. They want
to sell Ukraine to the fascists; they
have been preparing the way for a
fascist advance by the organization

of an intelligence service, the

spreading of literature, acts of sa-
botage, ruination of the kolhosps,
.destruction of cattle, and poison-
ing..."”

“Pravda,” June 16, reports that’

Khrushchov made a similar indict-
-ment at the 14th Congress of the
Communist Party of .Ukraine, held
at Kiev from June 10-13. The Sec-
retary said: ‘“Phey (the Ukrain-
ians) provoked peasants against

the regime, and tried to under--

mine the defence forces of the
USS.R....7

“Sabotage“‘ln Ukrzainian Press? -

"Communist,” Kiev, June 1, states
that the -official Ukrainian Soviet
newspapers: ‘“Visty” the organ of
the Central Committee, and the
Kiev district paper . “Proletarska
Pravda" are “sabotaging the wish-
es of Moscow.” The paper declares

'that they ‘do not praise the suc-’

cesses of the land policy of the
Soviet; they make no appeals to

the villagers; they do not praise

Moscow politics ‘in Ukraine, and
they .do mnot glorify Stalin, the
reason being that the editorial

-staffs are influenced by Ukrainian -

Nationalism,

Fresh “parge” in Ukraine

“Visty,” Kiev, June 4, gives fig-
ures regarding a new wave of
“purging” in Ukraine. The paper
states that in Kiev' district 607
Party officials have been dismissed
out of 1,791, in Donets district
1,138 out of 3,142, in Poltava 324
out of 1,020, and that all those
dismissed have been dubbed
“Enemies of the People.”

‘A GALLANT SOLDIER

General Myron Tarnavsky has died. Such was the

sorrowful news Ukrainians the world over received two -

And now, when we read of his funeral, in
Lviw, fresh sorrow grips our hearts that this’ gallant sol--
dier, who played such a prominent part in the war fo_r_
Ukrainian independence, is no longer with us.—Biunag

Momy [Tamats!

weeks ago.

General Tarnavsky (1869-1038), was descendeq of
a family that had given some of its best sons to priest«
hood. Despite such background, however, the future _lgader'
of Ukrainian forces displayed an inclination for-a military
career already at an early age. Accordingly he 'enhsted
in the Austrian Army (for before the war Western U-
kraine was mider Austria-Hungary) and rose steadily. in
rank. -

During the World War, General Tarnavsky ¢ommand-
ed for awhile the Ukrainian Sitchowi Striltsi eorps, and
when the Dual Monarchy collapsed he hurried back from
the Italian front to offer his services to the newly-arisen-
Western Ukrainian Republic, which was being attacked
by Poland. . While making his way through' the latter
country, he was seized and imprisoned, but soon escaped’
and reached his native land at last. In 1919 he was ap-
pointed supreme commander of the Ukrainian Galician
Army, bulwark of the Western Ukrainian Republic. When,'
however, the fortunes of war finally turhed against the
Ukrainians, and their independence became lost -aga?n,
General Tarnavsky attempted to flee to Cz‘ech.oslovakxa_;‘-‘
but was captured and thrust into the Polish prison camp
at Tukhol, where he was kept for a year.

Upon his release, the Ukrainian war leader was en--
titled, as a former Austrian officer, to receive -a pension-
from the Polish Government. But the latter wanted him
to petition for it: This he refused. As a former command-
er of 'the forces that had fought Poland for Ukrainian
independence, he considered it a point of honor 'not to
have anything:to do with the oppressor of his country;
least of all beg for that to which he was entitled by law.
And though in dire straits, he remained firm in this deter-

.

- mination to the very end.

We have no way of knowing what thoughts occupied
the mind of General Tarnavsky during the post-war years,
of ‘his life.. But it is only natural to believe-=especially
since he always made it a point to be present at leading

Ukrainian national manifestations—that the old warrior

dreamed of the coming of the day when he would be called

back to the colors again and strike a telling blow for his

native land. Fate, however, decreed otherwise.

, 'That telling blow will have to be struck by someone
else. Very likely by someone of the younger. generation.

L T
Deposition of Ukrainian Presldent Civic Officials who are Nationalists

“Dilo,” Lviw, Junc 17th, states “Cohimuni_st,“ Kiev, May 28th,
that the recent grrest of G. L Pe-|states that the City Party Con-

trovsky, President of Ukraine, has
caused great surprise in Ukraine,
as he only recently received the
Order of Lenin, one of the highest
honors of the Soviet, and he was
known- as one of the staunchest
Stalinists, :

“Novy Czas,” Lviw, June 23rd,
comments on the probable success-
or to the “liquidated' President, one
Metrofan Serdiuk. "He is 54 years
of age, was a farmhand...had on-
ly elementary education, ‘and un-
til lately was quite unknown.”

A failure is @ man who has blun-
dered, hut Is not able to cash in
the experience.—Elbert Hubbard. .

Pride is at the bottom -of all great
mistakeés.—John RusKin.” .

[

ference of Kamianetz Podilsky, has
come to the conclpsion that - U-
krainianr Nationalists® have long
been activé in the city government.
They are said to have eaused dam-
age to the city, and it is alleged.
that those in authority do nothing
about it,
L ]

+ UKRAINE UNDER POLAND

Profanation of Ukrainian Graves ' °

“Novy Czas,” Lviw, June 23rd,
reports that during the night.of
June 19th, 'persons unknown busrn="
ed 32 wreaths depositéd by U-

‘|krainians ih commemoration of U-

krainian soldiers, in the cemetery™’
of Stara Sil (Polish Ukraine). -
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" tion were made.

Ukrainians fail to cooperate '

“Novy-Czas,” Lviw, June 15th,
states that the people of Ukraine
show more and more clearly their
hostility to Moscow, which has
been expressed in connection with
the recent-elections to the Supreme
Council of Ukraine. The paper re-
ports that there was held in Kiev
a meeting of the Election Commit-

tée at which reports or the situa-

The Committee
complained that in the majority of
constituéncies the local committees
failed to show any sign of activi-

ties, and that in many cases there -

were acts of sabotage. Therefore
the ‘Centril Committee had decided
té fhalke -radical- changes in the
personel of the local cominittees,
espedially thosé of Chernygov, and
Poltava, which are, regarded as

" centers of Ukrainian ‘conspiracy:

Mass Deportation of Ukrafilang:

“Novy Czas," Lviw, Juné 17, re-
ports that in conneetion with the
rearrangement of the Army in U-

kraine,” and--with-- recant “unrest -

among -the peasantry: in the dis-

tricts of Kiev and Podilla, the So- -

viet” Government has started mass
deportations of the population of
‘the border zones. This affects not
only the -zones -themselves -from
which ‘already * a great ' number

have beehdeported,” but also‘the

rayons adjoining. All tommuhniea-
tion with those districty has'been
stopped. © © ° : .

The paper comments that "Eveh
the meagre news we receive from
across the border leads us to as-
sume that in Ukraine the reaction
against: Moseow is taking ‘a very
serious turn.” ’

Ukrainian* Army Plot

“Novy Ceas,” Lviw, Junc 21, has
received informatioh regarding the
discovery, in Kiev; 'of a military
plot against - Moseow, led by an

officer of the Army Supply Corps,
by name Kherchenko. -As a result |
of this, 217 officers of Ukrainian ! -

nationality are alleged to have been

shot, and the ‘G.P.U. has éffgcted
‘mass: arrests’ and™‘ekeciitions in
garrisons all over Ukraine,

* HeAvy Sententes sgainst’
’ Ukrhinfand =

“Narodnia Sprave,” Lviw, June .
- 26th,* statés’ ‘that th Stanislaviv -

(Polish Ukraine) thete took place
o June 10th' a trial of 22 U-

krainians, - membefs’ of a ‘tempef- .

ance society “Vidrodzhenya.”
Among the accused weré 6 girls
and 16 young men. -~ - 2

It was alleged that the accuséd
—all of whont had been under ar-
rest- for several months; attempted

to found & Ukrainian érganizatich

termed*'Profeasionat Union'of Cul-
tural Educational ' -Workers' but
that es the organization had ne
governiiehtal sancHon; it must be
régarded as secret and ‘therefore
against tie Polish ‘State, :
All denied ‘their guilt, but only
two were Hequitted, the felt Beé-
ing given heavy sentences. The
girls, all of whom were sehool

teachers, were sentenced as fol- -

lows: Olga - Kozarchyn; 3 yeéars;
Daria Hapy 1 year; Annd’ Skord-
dynska ¥ yea¥,” Yaroslav Dzyndva
2 years, Maria- Kruslielytika 10

nionths; Yaryna Solodukh' 1 yeaf,

I

L (Ukrhinif Burean; London), '/
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CHILDHOOD IN THE HUTZUL HIGHLANDS

i Of the three Ukrainian mouyn-
.- tain tribes, the Lemkos, the Boy-
kos, and the Hutzuls, that in-
. habit the Carpathian region, the
Hutzuls are the most colorful.
« Their customs, beliefs and super-
stitions, as well as their high
artistic skill, have made them not
only the object of extensive ethno-

A ; graphic studies but also a favor-

1 ite subject of many Ukrainian
»  writers. -Among the. latter, one
«..of the most famous is Michael
Kotsiubinsky “(1846-1913), an ar--
dent lover of nature, a man of

est of all Ukrainian novelists
when it comes to the matter of
the range of subjects treated,
psychological analysis of various
human types, composition and
style. In one of his novelettes,
Shadows of Forgotten Antestors,
he writes of Hutzul life. The
» story Is a splendid portrayal of

this life, and below we present
its opening (mewly translated by
* - us), which depicts the early child-
~ hood experiences of its principal
character, Ivan,
reader - will gain from it some
conception of Hutzulschyna, the
Ukrainian EHighlands,

VASH was the nineteenth -child
in his family. The twentieth*(and
last) was Annichka,

No one knew—whether it was

the eternal roaring of the Chere-
mosh river and  the compaining
murmuring of the mountain streams
that constantly beat against their
lenely hut on its lofty treeless
summit, or whether it was the sad-

-ness of the sombre spruce forests
that frightened a child—the fact re-’
. mains that Ivash often-wept, awoke

screaming in the night, or looked
at his mother with such deep wise-
beyond-his-age eyes that she would
turn fearfully away. Sometimes,
frightened, she even imagined that
he was not her own child. Who
knows, perhaps at childbirth she
had not taken the proper precau-

tions of exorcising the evil spirits -

away, had not smoked out the
house properly, had not lit the
proper number of candles, and so
that cunning witch had exchanged
her brat for her son. .

Ivash grew very slowly, yet he

grew, and before they realized it-
they had to sew pants for him. ~

Nevertheless his strangeness . re-
mained with him. He would stare
ahead of himself, as if -seeing
something distant and unseen by

‘others, or he would start crying.

without the least provocation. His
-pants slipping off, he would stand
in the center of the hut, eyes tight-

- Iy shut, bawling lustily away.

Mother would then take her pipe
out of her teeth and brandishing

-it menacingly, angrily exclaim:

“Murain on you! You changeling!
Go and lose yourself!”

And he would go and lose him-
self.

Tiny and white, like a bowl of
dandelions, he would waddle about
in the green hayfields, or fearless-
ly plunge into the dark forest
where spruce trees spread their
branches over him like some mighty
bruin his paws.

From here he would gaze upon
the mountains, at the near and dis-
tant purple peaks that reared uip
against the heavens, at the frag-
rant black spruce forests and upon
the bright green meadows that
shone like mirrors within their
frames of trees. Below him boiled
the cold Cheremosh. Upon distant
knolls lonely huts dreamed in the
sun. It was so still and sad. ..

“Ivashu!...Come home!" would
come the strident voice from the
house, yet he would pav no atten-
tion to it but keep waddling about,
gathering raspberries, slapping a
leaf on his wrist in such manner
that the resulting sound was like
that of a pistol shot, whittling a
whistle, or howling in the grass in
a ludicrous attempt to imitate
the birdcalls and other sounds that
he he?rd about him from time to
time. “Hardly discernible in the-tall
grass, he would gather flowers in
the forest glade and adorn his hat
with them, and, growing tired, lie
down beneath some drying hay
and be lulled to sleep and then

great sensitivity, and the great-—

We hope the -

awakened by a gurgling, splashing
brook nearby. ;
When Ivash attained his seventh

birthday, he looked upon the world

through different eyes. He already
knew a good deal. He knew, for
example, where to find healing
flowers and herbs, he understood
the call of the. kite, the legend
of how the cuckoo came into be-
ing—but when he recounted all
this at home, his mother weuld

.look dubiously at him (maybe it

was talking to him). He knew that
there were evil spirits in this world,
that they ruled all; that the

- forests were full of gnomes that

pastured their cattle there; .and
he knew of the stags, deer, and
hares; and that through the woods
there. wandered - the happy Chu-
hayster—that master gnome who

_ invites all passerbys to dance with

him and who rips apart the rest-
less spirits of unbaptized children.
Ivash could spin stories too, about
the mermaids that on fine days
emerged from the water out on the
bank to sing, or about those drown-
ed people who after sunset ap-
pear on the river rocks to dry out
their white bodies. For Ivash, all
sorts of evil spirits filled the crags,
cliffs; chasms, huts and farms
lying stealthily in wait to catch
and harm some poor innocent soul.
Often, awakened at night, amidst
a stillness fraught with fear, he
would lie trembling with fright.
The whole world seemed to be a_
fairy tale, full of magic and

mystery, both wonderful and ter- '

rible.

Now that he was seven years of
age, he had certain duties to per-
form—he . was -sent to graze the
cows. Into the deep forest he would
drive- his brown and black. and
when the pair -began to. disappear
from sight in thé tall forest grasses
and the young spruces, he would
sit down somewheres on the hill-
side; pull out his flute, and blow
silly tunes upon it that he had
learned from his elders. Somehow,
however, this music always left
him unsatisfied. Impatiently he
would cast away the flute and
mutely listen to those dim and
fleeting melodies that he heard
within himself. "

From below there rose to Ivash
and enveloped him the dull roaring
of the Cheremosh, while from
time to time his ears caught the
faint peals of distant village
church bells. From beyond the
branches of the spruce peeped the
worried-looking mountains, seem-
ingly saddened by the shadows of
passing clouds that repeatedly ob-
literated thé wan smile of the
meadows. Their wooded slopes
constantly changed their mood:
when the meadows laughed, the
forest frowned. And just as it
was difficult to capture their true
expression because of their rapid-
ly changing face, so difficult it was

" also for the little boy to capture

his inward chimerical song, that
soared and fluttered its wings
about his very ears and yet nefused
to be caught.

One day he forsook his grazing
cows and began climbing to the very
top. Higherand higher climbed along
a barely discernible path, amidst
thick growths of pale ferns and
prickly blackberry and raspberry
bushes. Lightly he leaped from’
rock to rock, climbed over pros-
trate tree trunks, and plunged
through the bushes. After him rose
the eternal murmuring of stream-
lets, the mountains seemed to grow
in size, while yonder loomed the
mighty shape of the blue Chorno-
hora mountain. Tall weeping grasses
now hid the face of the slope. The
tinkling of cow bells was as faint
as distant breathing. Boulders be-
gan to appear more often, until
near the top there was a veritable
chaos of them, with lichen growths
upon their broken surfaces and
snakelike tree-roots winding about
and choking them. Beneath Ivash's
feet each stone was. covered with
moss, heavy, soft, velvety. Warm
and fine, 1t kept within itself the
summer rains, made golden by the
sun, and softly gave way and em-

|
|
|

braced Ivash's feet like downy pil-
lows. Various types of forest ber-
ry plants sunk their roots into the
depths of this moss, and sprayed
its surface with bright red and
blue berries.
Here Ivash sat down to rest.
Softly the spruce cones above
him rustled, their sound mingling
with that of the rapids far below;
the whole valley seemed. flooded
with golden sunlight, pierced at one
point by a thinly wavering column
of campfire smoke; while from be-
yond Mount Ihritz the velvety
rumble of distant thunder rolled.
Ivash sat there, listening, hav-
ing forgotten entirely about the
cattle he was supposed to mind.
And it was thus, in the midst of
this resonant stillness, that he sud-
denly heard the soft music that
had been tormenting him so long,
by fluttering its wings about his
senses and then fleeing _rapidly
away when he sought to capture it.
Rigid and immobile, neck out-
stretched, he listened with rapt at-
tention to the strange melody. It
was not human; at least he had
never heard it played before. But
who was playing it?
not a soul in sight on this lonely
wooded mountain slope. He glanced
backward, towards the rocks—and
froze stiff. Seated upon a ‘large
boulder was him, a satyr, his sharp
beard thrust sideways, horns point-
ing downwards, eyes tightly shut,

blowing upon his floyara’. “Gone’

are my goats...gone are my
goats...” the floyara was fairly
melting with sorrow. But now the
horns tilted upwards, the cheeks
became puffier, and the eyes'wide
open. “Here are my goats...here

are my goats..." the notes leaped

happily upward, and before Ivash’s
frightened gaze the bushes parted
and bearded goats appeared, shak-
g their horned heads at him.

He wanted to flee, but could not.
Riveted to-the spot he dumbly
screamed his fright, and when fi-
nally his voice did break out the
alarmed satyr jumped to his feet
and swiftly disappered among the
rocks, while the goats leaped away
among  the roots of the ‘upturned
forest monarchs blown over by the
winds.

Ivash sped downhill, panic-strick-
en, unseeing, tearing- himself loose
of the false embraces of black-
berry bushes, breaking dry boughs,
slipping over moss, ever conscious
of some terrifying forest spirits
pursuing him. .Finally he tripped
and fell. How long he lay there
he never knew, )

“When at last he came to his
senses and recognized the familiar
landmarks, he grew more 'com-
posed. To his wonder, however, he
discovered that the melody of that
strange song played by the satyr
up on the mountainside now lin-
gered within him. Eagerly he
drew out his flute. For awhile he
had no luck, the melody refusing
to be captured. "Again he tried,
racking his memory, catching stray
parts of it, until finally when he
did master it, when through the
forest there flew the notes of a
most enchanting and strange song,
a great gladness filed his heart,
flooded the sun-drenched moun-
tains, the forest and grass, gur-
gled in the streams, and tickled the
feet of Ivash, so that he, casting
aside the flute rose and placing
his hands on his hips whirled off
into a dance. His feet executed the
most complicated steps with the
utmost ease. One moment he would
be on his toes, the next his heels
would be drumming against the
ground, then_ a:leap intg the air,
again a whirl™> ;o - =

And so, in this sunny glade, that
had stolen into this somber king-
dom of the spruce, the white figure
capered about, just like a butter-
fly flitting from flower to flower,—
while both cows, the black and the
brown, thrusting their heads
through the low-hanging branches,
looked upon this scene with kindly
eyes, and chewing their cuds enliv-
ened it even more by occasionally
ringing their bells.

—_—

4%

' Flovara—a sort of a flazeolet.

There was’
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MISKEPRESENTATIN OF THE
URRANIN CALGE

As jf in reply to a command, a
series of prominent articles on U-
kraine have lately appeared in the
press throughout the world, parti-
cularly in the American and other.
English papers. Alas! All of them
with little or no exception deal
with the Ukrainian question.in a
very peculiar, though nowadays, -
very popular manneér, - 2
It is most displeasing the way

those gentlemen who write on U-
kraine approach their subject from
“enly one notorious angle; the way
they willingly or through ignpr-
ance disregard all the important
factors pertaining to'the Ukrain-
ian problem; and the way they
thus tend to misinform their pub-
lic—not to mention the fact that
very often they create a strong
impressiori of falling in line with
high-class, world-wide propaganda.
which is so detrimental to the U-
krainian national cause and which,
originates in the capital of one of
Ukraine's occupants—Moscow.

" Most of the authors dealing with
Ukraine are obsessed with Germa-
nomania.. With them, Ukraine has
become a nickname for the German
“drang nach osten” slogan, and
the only interest they have in the
Ukrainian question is as a future
prey of German expansion. No other
aspects of that question, no other
factors concern them. They write
of Ukraine as if it were a no man's
land, or rather, a picce of material
property only, which attratts the
covétous eyes of many countries.
If they ever happen to mention the
Ukrainian. movement for liberation,
it is always included in the Ger-
man scheme.

Such superficiality in presenting
the Ukrainian question is amazing
although,. probably, very necessary
to the many political writers for
the attainment of their objectives.
It is resented by the whole Ukrain-
ian nation,

To prove the fallacy of such-.a
presentation of the Ukrainian ques-
tion today, one would only have to
ask its authors a few simple in-
telligent questions.

-To begin with, one should ask
those dealing with Ukreine: Aren't
there any Ukrainian people, and
what do they have to say in their
own behalf?

Ukrainians have no means of
abating such a tendency in the
foreign press. As a New York
newspaperman recently remarked,
we, Ukrainians, cannot compete
with the elaborate Moscow propa-
ganda service. And Moscow today
uses the cry about Ukraine as her
means of defense against the al-
leged German intentions to attack
her from the west. That cry is
being picked up throuen the world
by the elements unfriendly to Fas-
cism and to Germany. Thus the
Ukrainian problem is becoming the
-victim of the anti-German and
the anti-Fascist trend although it
has nothing to do either with Ger-
many or Fascism, as it is an in-
dependent, self-contained  prob-
lem—a problem of 50 millions of
Ukrainians who want to enjoy the
freedom of their own, independent
state. )

It is anyone's privilege to be in-
terested in Ukraine only from that
particular angle. It is also use-
less to try to deny any country the
privilege of cherishing many hopes
in regard to Ukraine. But it 1is
rather criminal irom the political
point of view to deliberately give
such misrepresentation to the
cause of Ukraine and the Ukrain-
ian people for the sake of eanti-
German propaganda,

No matter how much anyone de-
tests the German form o1 govern-
ment, or the German tactics, the
Ukraininns wish to be left alone
and not be associated with any
other movements, nor made the
victims of international ill-feelings.

(Ukrainian Press Service)

And thus little Ivash found in
the forest that which he had

 sought. ~
| S. S.
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The Coming Youth Congresses

LTHOUGH convention time'(La- ]

bor Day. weekend for most of
our leagues) is still two months
-distant,_our young people should

already begin to think  about,

what the coming  conventions
or congresses represent, what
they will or 'should accom-
plish. Conventions’ (in theory at
least) provide an inventory of ac-
complishments in -the past and set

a' definite program for the coming -

year. Delegates from the various
groups comprising a league come
prepared to offer comething con-
structive. to the work of the move-
ment.
the basic issues which circum-
stances during the year have rais-
ed and which are then adequately
dealt with at the Bessions. These
issues arise from the problems and
differences of opinion of youth and
therefore belong definitely on the
program or agenda of the league
assembly. These issues have been
written and talked about for sonre
time preceding the convention -to
enable the delegates to have know-
ledge of and views about them. An
appeéal has been made to the vari-
ous groups to send delegates who
are competent and willing to elev-
ate the level of the league work.
* The social part of the convention
is highly nece¢ssary, but it is earn-
ed recreation after serious deliber-
ative work by those assembled.

In practise, however, the result
is often far diffcrent. Conventions
sometimes represent nothing more
than opportunities for frivolity on
a big scale. They are often attend-
ed by people who make a fetish of
traveling to glorified “picnics"” for
the sole purpose of meeting new
friends (usually but not necessari-
Iv of the opposite sex) and having
a “good time.” They are usually in-
dividuals whose circumstances per-
mit them to indulge regularly in so
expensive a social pastime. The
fact that so many of the delegates
pay expenses out of their own funds
implieg ot so much that the or-
ganizations ostensibly sending them
lack the means to send bona-fide
delegates, as that the organiza-
tions are not impressed with the
work of their particular league and
are unwilling to finance the social
venture and good time of one in-
dividual. The one who wishes to
go and can afford to, usually does
go regardless of his qualifications.
The sessions, because of this type
of delegate, degenerate into hu-
morous small talk parties which
usually have no relation to the dig-
nified though meaningless resolu-
tions adopted at the final moments
of an exhausted, impatient for
frivolity assemblv. , |

The above applies not only to
our youth league conventions, but
to conventions in general. How-
ever, since we are concerned pri-
marily with our own youth move-
ment, it is imperative that those
who will arrange the details "of
the coming conventions give heed
to the more important questions
relating to Ukrainian youth life.
Will they submit to the youth is-
sues that demand clarification and
settlement or will they present
‘to the youth routine, academic,
weak issues that mock the dignity

of the assembly? What are the is- '

sues confronting organized Ukrain-
ian youth today? I offer some
that I think demand fearless dis-
cussion and clarification if youth
is to forge ahead and develop in-
to a mature organized generation
grounded in principle and charac-
ter:

1. “Non-Partisan"

Is it conducive to the national
development of our youth to re-
strict large organizations to non-
partisan basis when, as a part of
the enslaved Ukrainian people. our
youth must sooncr or later be de-
finitely partisan (to the interests
and welfare of. Ukraine)? What
does ‘‘non-partisan’” menn? Ts it
the tolerance of the individuals
with principle for those who have
none? Is it fear to commit one-
self and the collective group to &

They are acquainted with

|

righteous cause because the mid-
dle road is easier to tread? Is this
plank to become a means for ex-
clusion of serious, urgent ques-
tions pertaining to Ukramian lib-
eration the while it enables the
fomenting and crystalization of an
“international” political view a-
mong our youth under the guise
of - sophomoric - *liberalism” and
concern for all humanity ?

An organization to be really
non-partisen must be comprised of
units that are non-partisan. Non-
partisan groups or individuals are
those who. do not concern them-
selves with the issues of life, who
are neutral in all matters. Can we
as maturing individuals -take this
course? If we conceive of a non-
partisan organization as one com-
prising groups or individuals of dif-
ferent political views but having
no official platform, of what use is
such a body since "it does not
smooth differences or set up a
strong ideological front but fos-
ters internal dissenssion? Its poli-
tical and idealistic complexion
changes with the change of of-
ficers from year to year. Some of
our leagues officially ignored the
tragic death of Ukraine's national
hero Col. Evhen Konovaletz main-
ly because the officerp were guided
by their personal views and were
not bound by an official Ukrainian
patriotic constitution; this despite
the fact that the Ukrainian people
in America and Ukraine universal-
ly mourned the passing of the
fighter for Ukrainian independence.

I$ our youth movément, to be
organized on principles that put
a premium on athletic and social
groups but that forbid political
views and activity ? Qur youth has
reached the stage of maturity at
which they not only have definite
views on Ukrainian political ques-
tions but at which-a growing ma-
jority is beginning to take active
part in the effort to liberate the
oppressed land of its descent. Is a
routine resolution “to aid in liber-
ating Ukraine” accompanied by no
direct action or acceptance of the
cause which strives for this goal a
satisfactory honorable fulfilment
of the duty of which youth is de-
finitely conscious? Yet this prin-
ciple of organization gives the
power to ostracize and forbid the
introduction of matters pertain-
ing to liberation of uUkraine on
the ground that it is “political” and
“we are non-partisan”. Is that
what youth desires?

2. Ukrainian Descent

The organization of our youth
purely on the basis of Ukrainian.
descent is another principle that
will bear discussion., We have al-
ready young Ukrair{ian Commun-
ists and Socialists who are very
articulate and by their actions and
influence seek to destroy the move-
ment for liberating Ukraine; yet
they are given sanction and ac-
cepted by some of our largest or-
ganizations merely because they
are of Ukrainian descent. Is that
what youth desires?

3. Ukrainian Nationalism

What role is organized youth to
play in the movement to liberate
Ukraine? Will it be passive ac-
quiescence, active support, evasive
neutrality or rejection? There is
only one Ukrainian movement
which has as its goal the setting
up of an independent Ukraine and
for which numberless patriots have
died, the most recent of whom was
Col. Evhen Konovaletz, the U-
krainian - Nationalist Movement.
How will youth react to it?

4. ldealism or Materialism

Is youth to accept the principle
of idealism which requires sacrifice
and active work for the attain-
ment of a non-materialistic goal,
or will it concern itself with pure-
ly material values such as indivi-
dual comfort and wealth? Will we
substitute for the prevalent ques-
tion “What will I get out of 1t?",
the sincere query, “"How can I be
of service to this cause?” With
reference to the ideology of our

LMOST every week one finds a’
notice (in the Ukrainian Week-
ly) about a meeting or plans for
a convention of some youth organ-
ization. The Connecticut Youth Or-
ganization is one of the latest. As
one reads these notices there is a
feeling of pride in one's heart that
our Ukrainian-American youth is
active and ‘alive to the ideals and
culture of our people Most of all, we
are proud because by these organ-
izations they show of what sturdy
stuff they are made. They have
initiative, they have persistence
and they work for ideals. 4
These young people, too, realize
‘that cooperation
to the solution of the problems of’
mankind and particularly . of - the
youth. el

There are those frightened souls
who feel that the present tendency
towards organization among U-
krainian youth will not last—that
it is a passing phase—just some-
thing new for youth's temporary
amusement.

The organizations or the youth
of today realize fully the impor-
tance of a cooperative effort in or-
“der tg achieve the ideals for which
they "are striving. But. suppose
they do not realize this nor do
they in their hearts hold to the
ideals toward which- they aspire,
then will this organizational life
be injurious? I think not! In spite
of the fact that not au the youth
attracted to these meectings, rallies
and conventions join up with these
organizations immediately, yet they
never fail to carry away with them
something of the enthusiasm and
ideals the organization advocates
(sincerely or not).

There is such a thing as a pro-
cess of natural selection. We are
attracted most to those who are
congenial to us, those whose - in-
telligence is equal to our own. The
happy quality of our Ukrainian
inheritance is such that we con-
duct our meetings ‘n an informal
manner, conducive to finding
friendly companionship for those
who attend. In such. an atmos-
phere, that youth naturally fitted
to lead will come in contact with -
others of his type, whether they
are present leaders or not. Through
such meetings an exchange of ideas
and ideals occurs, perhaps not at
the moment but later on, as the
young person thinks them over at
home. Such contact and discussion
is stimulating .to the active and
creative mind. Stimulated thus, the
young person, upon his. return
home from the convention, begins
to give serious thought to what he
heard and met, and as a result be-
comes inspired to do his part in
the development of the organiza-
tion and the attainment of the
ideals it represents. In this man-
ner he promotes Ukrainian-Ameri-
can life, advances the Ukrainian

youth, what have our leagues ac-
tually accomplished besides the
dissemination of philosophies of
“non-partisanship,” religious = sec-
tarianism and the fomenting of
open revolt against the older gen-
eration? Is it not cncumbent up- .
on youth to emulate at least the
better deeds of the older genera-
tion if they cannot umprove upon
or exceed the undeniable accom-
plishments of their parents?

/ : L

These and many more issues and
questions should be discussed and
written about prior to the conven-
tion.” The delegates must remember
that they attend as representatives
of others and not as sole individu-
als. They must remember that
years hence, their actions and the
actions of youth leaders'will be the
subject of judgement and crjticism.
Let not the moduntain labor to
bring forth-a mouse. We are no
longer in the infant stage of youth
organization. Half a decade has
passed since youth first began to
organize nationally. Tnis year let
us make progress! ‘

Value of Our 7

is. the answer.,
‘I particular is the fact that youth-

WALTER BUKATA, .-

Elizabeth, N. J.
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Cause, and at the same he makes
himself a greater asset to Amer-
ica.

Perhaps this young person hasn’t
joined your organization yet. But
as long as he takes an active in-
terest in all you are doing, you
should not distrust him, but give
him a8 chance.” In these days of
business recession it is financial -
troubles (lack of a job) that keep
him from gladly sharing what lit-
tle he earns to keep your organiza-
tion a going concern (ideas are
_equally important).

One of the greatest virtues of
the youth organizatons and the
Connecticut Youth Organization in

_ful guests who come to their con-

ventions are not -forcibly compelled - - -

to join. That is tact at its finest.
It shows we have adopted the
American way of selling ourselves
(by good and constructive speeches
and a pleasing prosram) without
giving up the finesse of our U-
krainian culture. Those who want
to, will join without coersion. This
understanding proves the superior-
ity: of the intelligence of our U-
krainian youth, 2 ;

Connecut ~Youth Organization,
keep up the good work! By giv-
ing the youth at your conventions
good speakers with mature views
and ideals, you attract and inspiré
other potential leaders who will be
of value to your organization and
Ukrainian-American life. Include
in that easy Social contacts (see |
that no young person remains lone-
ly or by himself) and you will
grow in strength-and power (per-
haps to an extent inconceivable to .
you now) and be’ of real value to
the youth who will cling to the
ideals which you advocate.

Many of the prablems confront-
ing Ukrainian-American youth to-
day will be solved in an organized
cooperative youth by its members
and its most able leaders. -

. Often it is said that many of our _:
leaders are not sificere in the ideals *
they advocate. Then how de they
manage to present these with so
much enthusiasm, such enthusiasm
that our youth in the audience is
inspired.?

Youth organizations—be enthusi-
astic and idealistic above all-Some-

. one, perhaps littfe known now, may

be in the group who will help your
work not only with enthusiasm but
sincerity towards the achievement
of the ideals you advocate.

Youth organizations are a fine be-
ginning for a fuller, better life here
in America with more opportunities
created for our underprivileged
(because little known) Ukrainian
youth.

Our youth,, through inspiration
of good speeches and through
pleasant social contacts and inter-
change of ideas, can grow rapidly
towards becoming a recognized
forgemin America, and create its,
own opportunities for a fuller par- -
ticipation in the political, social :
and economic life of this country
of ours. Our Ukrainian ideals and
culture will be most appreciated -
and welcomed by the American:
public when we educate it to a real-
ization of our possession of these I .
excellent qualities. By making -
ourselves. understood and appre-.:
ciated we will advance the cause of .
our people abroad and ourselves in’
America for a better deal. '

Organizational life ' means co- &
operation between its members,-and’ %
since “in union there is strength” ‘=
we.are sure to achieve the finest of -
our ideals through joining our or-
ganizations and doing all we can to
make them a ‘success.

THEODOSIA BORESKY

NEW YORK CITY ;
The Ukrainian Folk Dance Circle
will resume REHEARSALS at the ’“'.-‘.i
ternational Institute, 341 E. 17th¥
St., on MONDAY, JULY 18, 1938, .
at 8:00 P. M., and will continue to =
meet on Monday evenings until fu
ther notice